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In "The Young Lieutenant; or, The Adventures of an Army Officer," Oliver Optic crafts a vivid narrative that serves both as a thrilling adventure tale and a formative exploration of military life in the 19th century. The book follows the journey of a young officer as he navigates the complexities of duty, honor, and camaraderie within the backdrop of a burgeoning American military. Employing a clear and engaging prose style, Optic deftly balances action with moral reflection, making his work not only entertaining but also a commentary on the values of bravery and discipline that characterized the era. Influenced by the historical context of post-Civil War America, the novel reflects the period's fascination with heroism and the romantic ideals of service to one'Äôs country. Oliver Optic, the pen name of William Taylor Adams, was a prolific author known for his contributions to children'Äôs literature, especially tales centered around adventure and military themes. His own experiences and observations of life during this transformative time informed his narratives, which often aimed to instill courage and patriotism in young readers. This background, combined with Optic'Äôs commitment to storytelling, led him to create a work that resonates with ideals of youth and valor. "The Young Lieutenant" is recommended for readers seeking an immersive glimpse into 19th-century military life, particularly young adults looking for inspiration in tales of courage and growth. With its blend of adventure, moral dilemmas, and rich historical context, this book captivates not only those interested in military history but also anyone who values the development of character through challenging experiences.
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In "A Lieutenant at Eighteen," Oliver Optic crafts a compelling narrative that blends adventure with moral lessons, set against the backdrop of the American Civil War. The novel follows the journey of a young man who rises to the rank of lieutenant, exploring themes of duty, camaraderie, and personal growth. Through vivid descriptions and engaging dialogue, Optic employs a didactic style that speaks to the ideals of patriotism and bravery, characteristic of the literary context of the late 19th century, where children's literature often served both entertainment and moral instruction. Oliver Optic, born James Otis Kaler, was deeply influenced by his own experiences and the socio-political landscape of his time. His early life on the coast of Maine and his engagement with the maritime industry imbued him with a sense of adventure that is palpable in his writing. Additionally, his commitment to instilling moral values through storytelling reflects both his educational background and a desire to provide uplifting narratives for the youth of his era. Readers seeking an inspiring tale of youthful bravery and moral fortitude will find "A Lieutenant at Eighteen" an enriching experience. This novel not only entertains but also imparts essential values, making it a timeless piece that resonates with young readers and history enthusiasts alike.
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In "Taken by the Enemy," Oliver Optic delivers a compelling narrative set against the backdrop of the American Civil War, weaving themes of bravery, sacrifice, and loyalty throughout its pages. The novel features a captivating blend of adventure and moral introspection, rendered in Optic's signature style that combines accessible language with vivid imagery. The plot centers on the harrowing experiences of a group of young soldiers as they confront the brutal realities of war and the complexities of their captured comrades. This work exemplifies Optic's commitment to portraying the heroic ideals of his time while examining the inherent struggles faced by youth caught in the tumult of conflict. Oliver Optic, the pen name of William Taylor Adams, was an influential American author known for his prolific contributions to juvenile literature in the late 19th century. Adams's own experiences as a sailor and teacher, coupled with his fascination for tales of adventure, undoubtedly informed the creation of "Taken by the Enemy." His works often aimed to instill principles of morality and patriotism in young readers, reflecting the prevailing sentiments of an era marked by national strife. This book is highly recommended for readers who seek an engaging exploration of the Civil War through the eyes of youth, blending historical context with thrilling narrative. Optic's rich storytelling not only entertains but also invites readers to reflect on the resilience of the human spirit in the face of adversity, making it an essential addition to the libraries of both young adults and history enthusiasts.
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In "Down the Rhine; Or, Young America in Germany," Oliver Optic takes readers on an engaging journey along the historic river Rhine, blending an adventure narrative with educational commentary on the customs and landscapes of Germany. With a vibrant literary style, Optic employs rich descriptions and lively characters that epitomize the youthful spirit of exploration and curiosity prevalent in 19th-century American literature. The book, characteristic of the literary context of its time, reflects the cultural exchanges and burgeoning interest in foreign lands that defined an era of American expansion and self-discovery. Oliver Optic, born William Taylor Adams, was a prominent author during the Golden Age of children's literature in America. His own extensive travels across Europe, coupled with his belief in the importance of character building through adventure, informed his writing. Optic's work often sought to instill moral lessons in his young readers, making them not only entertained but also informed about the wider world, which was particularly relevant as America began to play a larger role on the global stage. I highly recommend "Down the Rhine" for readers who appreciate historical adventures woven with cultural insights. It is an exemplary work that not only captivates the imagination but also enhances understanding of transatlantic relations during a transformative period in both American and European history.
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In 'On The Blockade,' Oliver Optic artfully weaves a vibrant tapestry of adventure set against the backdrop of the American Civil War. Through meticulous storytelling and vividly drawn characters, Optic explores themes of loyalty, bravery, and the harsh realities of maritime conflict. His literary style is characterized by a seamless blend of action and reflection, appealing to both young readers and adults alike. Notably, the novel serves as a historical commentary, encapsulating the spirit of a nation grappling with its identity amidst the turmoil of war, while also addressing the complexities of human relationships within this fraught context. Oliver Optic, the pen name of William Taylor Adams, was a prominent 19th-century author revered for his engaging tales aimed at younger audiences. A naval enthusiast and a firm believer in the values of courage and perseverance, Optic'Äôs experiences shaped his narratives, giving readers insights into the maritime life and American society of his time. His commitment to instilling moral values in his readers led him to create compelling stories that resonate with ideals of heroism and ethical duty. 'On The Blockade' is a captivating read for anyone interested in American history, maritime adventure, or the trials of youth during perilous times. Optic'Äôs adept storytelling invites readers to contemplate the moral implications of war while enjoying an exhilarating journey through a pivotal era in American history.
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This work, as its title indicates, is intended for the use of Advanced Classes,—for scholars who are, to some extent, familiar with the principles of pronunciation and syllabication. It is not intended to supersede the ordinary Spelling-Book, but rather to follow it, as a practical application of the pupil's knowledge, not only in spelling, but in dividing and pronouncing the more difficult words in common use.

It is believed that, for Advanced Classes, the plan adopted in this book, of presenting the words without indicating the pronunciation or syllabication, will be found to possess some decided advantages; for the pupil, as in the study of Arithmetic and the Languages, is thereby thrown upon his own resources. This method will certainly test his knowledge, while the dictionary will always be available to supply deficiencies.

The words have been arranged in lessons of thirty each, and numbered for convenience of reference. All classification has been carefully avoided, so that the initial letter, the terminational syllable, or the silent letters shall not be indicated by the preceding word.

It is suggested that, in written lessons, the words be arranged in lines, instead of columns, in order to afford the scholar an occasional exercise in practical syllabication.

Bowditch School,

Boston, Jan. 9, 1868
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Lesson 1.
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	1. flageolet

	2. dactyl

	3. irony

	4. hoopoe

	5. blasphemous

	6. abatable

	7. nausea

	8. secede

	9. élite


	10. psalmody

	11. subtile

	12. cabalistic

	13. secession

	14. topsy-turvy

	15. flagrancy





	

	

	16. mushroom

	17. superficies

	18. caustic

	19. passable

	20. rappee

	21. hysterics

	22. irradiate

	23. abbey

	24. asphyxia

	25. ellipse

	26. italicize

	27. daffodil

	28. monetary

	29. fogy

	30. hungrily
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	1. elixir

	2. mustache

	3. acknowledgment

	4. seniority

	5. boa-constrictor

	6. quinine

	7. sensibility

	8. sensational

	9. caboose

	10. foible

	11. iterate

	12. daguerrotype

	13. penetrable

	14. cauterize

	15. nauseous





	

	

	16. banana

	17. ellipsis

	18. ignominy

	19. acoustics

	20. dahlia

	21. flamingo

	22. casuistry

	23. horde

	24. abbreviate

	25. elliptical

	26. irrational

	27. moneyed

	28. casualty

	29. secrecy

	30. psalter
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