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      “This series is a tremendous resource for those wanting to study and teach the Bible with an understanding of how the gospel is woven throughout Scripture. Here are gospel-minded pastors and scholars doing gospel business from all the Scriptures. This is a biblical and theological feast preparing God’s people to apply the entire Bible to all of life with heart and mind wholly committed to Christ’s priorities.”

      BRYAN CHAPELL, pastor; author, Christ-Centered Preaching and Christ-Centered Worship

      “Mark Twain may have smiled when he wrote to a friend, ‘I didn’t have time to write you a short letter, so I wrote you a long letter.’ But the truth of Twain’s remark remains serious and universal, because well-reasoned, compact writing requires extra time and extra hard work. And this is what we have in the Crossway Bible study series Knowing the Bible. The skilled authors and notable editors provide the contours of each book of the Bible as well as the grand theological themes that bind them together as one Book. Here, in a 12-week format, are carefully wrought studies that will ignite the mind and the heart.”

      R. KENT HUGHES, Senior Pastor Emeritus, College Church, Wheaton, Illinois

      “Knowing the Bible brings together a gifted team of Bible teachers to produce a high-quality series of study guides. The coordinated focus of these materials is unique: biblical content, provocative questions, systematic theology, practical application, and the gospel story of God’s grace presented all the way through Scripture.”

      PHILIP G. RYKEN, President, Wheaton College

      “These Knowing the Bible volumes provide a significant and very welcome variation on the general run of inductive Bible studies. This series provides substantial instruction, as well as teaching through the very questions that are asked. Knowing the Bible then goes even further by showing how any given text links with the gospel, the whole Bible, and the formation of theology. I heartily endorse this orientation of individual books to the whole Bible and the gospel, and I applaud the demonstration that sound theology was not something invented later by Christians, but is right there in the pages of Scripture.”

      GRAEME L. GOLDSWORTHY, former lecturer in Old Testament, Biblical Theology, and Hermeneutics, Moore Theological College

      “What a gift to earnest, Bible-loving, Bible-searching believers! The organization and structure of the Bible study format presented through the Knowing the Bible series is so well conceived. Students of the Word are led to understand the content of passages through perceptive, guided questions, and they are given rich insights and application all along the way in the brief but illuminating sections that conclude each study. What potential growth in depth and breadth of understanding these studies offer! One can only pray that vast numbers of believers will discover more of God and the beauty of his Word through these rich studies.”

      BRUCE A. WARE, T. Rupert and Lucille Coleman Professor of Christian Theology, The Southern Baptist Theological Seminary
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      Series Preface

      KNOWING THE BIBLE, as the title indicates, was created to help readers know and understand the meaning, the message, and the God of the Bible. This series was created and edited by Lane Dennis and Dane Ortlund, and J. I. Packer served as the theological editor. Dr. Packer has gone to be with the Lord, Lane has retired as CEO and president of Crossway, and Dane now serves as senior pastor of Naperville (Illinois) Presbyterian Church. We are so grateful for their labors in overseeing the first forty-plus volumes of this series! To honor and expand upon their idea, we are continuing the series, focusing on key sections from Scripture, such as the Ten Commandments and the Sermon on the Mount.

      Each volume in the series consists of twelve units that progressively take the reader through a clear, concise, and deep study of certain portions of Scripture. The material works best for a small group, as the questions are designed for good interactive group discussion. Even so, an individual could easily use the material for a personal Bible study as well.

      Week 1 provides an overview of the section or sections of Scripture to be studied, which includes placing the text into its larger context (e.g., the Sermon on the Mount within the Gospel of Matthew), providing key historical background, and offering some questions to get started. Weeks 2–12 each have the following features: a summary of how the text fits into the rest of Scripture (“The Place of the Passage”), a summary sentence on the main theme (“The Big Picture”), and ten or so questions (“Reflection and Discussion Questions”). Moreover, each unit highlights the role of the gospel of grace in each text (“Gospel Glimpses”), identifies whole-Bible themes (“Whole-Bible Connections”), pinpoints Christian doctrines (“Theological Soundings”), defines key terms (“Definitions”), and allows space to respond (“Personal Implications”).

      Lastly, to help readers understand the Bible better, we urge readers to use the ESV Bible and the ESV Study Bible, which are available in various print and digital formats, including online editions at esv.org. The Knowing the Bible series is also available online.

      May our gracious God, who has generously given his Spirit and his Word, use this study to grow his people in their knowledge and love of the Father, Son, and Spirit.

      Douglas Sean O’Donnell

      Series Editor

    


    
      Week 1: Overview

      John 20:30–31

      Getting Acquainted

      Many people who live in the Western world today think of a miracle as something that occurs contrary to nature. A more accurate definition, however, is the way Augustine explained it: a miracle is an occurrence that is contrary to that which is known of nature. Augustine’s reasoning is driven by the biblical fact that the world is not a closed system. Even the word nature speaks in a less-than-biblical manner. Scripture makes clear that the world is God’s creation. That which we might refer to naively as nature from our perspective is, from God’s perspective (and that of the Bible), the operations of the world that God powerfully created and purposefully sustains. Miracles, then, might be defined as the “extraordinary operations” of God that intervene in the seemingly natural operations of creation. In that sense they are unmistakably more powerful and purposeful regarding that which they point to and communicate. This might explain why the arrival of Jesus (“when the fullness of time had come,” Gal. 4:4) was surrounded by so many miracles—or, as the Gospel of John describes them, signs1 that “manifested [Jesus’] glory” (John 2:11).

      The four Gospels provide the official account of the miracles of Jesus that he accomplished during his time on earth almost two thousand years ago. Jesus healed sick people, calmed violent storms, exorcised demons, fed multitudes, and walked on water. These miracles served an important purpose in his earthly ministry, and still today (as recorded in Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John) serve an important purpose in Christian formation and discipleship. It is far too common, however, for Christians to think of miracles as problems to be resolved in our modern world. It is as though miracles are merely to serve a utilitarian purpose for Christian apologetics. While the study of the historical fact and reasonableness of miracles has its place, the biblical accounts focus less on the “how” and more on the “why”—not the proof but the purpose of Jesus’ miracles. The primary intention of the miracles of Jesus is to teach every disciple—those who witnessed the miracle in person and those today who read the testimony of the apostles—about the person and work of Jesus. A study on miracles, then, should be driven by a concern not merely to defend Jesus’ mighty acts but to understand them, even to be formed by them.

      It is helpful when interpreting a miracle account to break it into three related parts: (1) the setting, which introduces the characters, context, and crisis in need of resolution; (2) the miracle, in which Jesus performs an “extraordinary operation” of significance; and (3) the conclusion, in which the narrative provides an interpretation of the work or the Worker (Jesus) in implicit and explicit ways. The questions included in each chapter will follow this structure. 

      Placing It in the Larger Story

      Throughout the Old Testament God performed miracles or empowered others to do so on his behalf. The primary example is the exodus2 (Ex. 1–18), which served as a foundational miracle in the unfolding biblical story and communication of God’s redeeming work. The exodus offers something like a trailer for the rest of the biblical story and serves as a formal introduction to the work Jesus would ultimately accomplish. That which occurred in the exodus is echoed in the Gospels, as Jesus—the “new Moses”—offers full and final redemption for God’s people from their enslavement to sin and death. In Exodus God calls the miracles “signs” (Ex. 4:9; 7:3). John uses the same language in his Gospel to speak of Jesus’ miracles, and with these “signs” he communicates truths about Jesus and summons people to place faith in him.

      Over forty miracles of Jesus are recorded in the Gospels, with each communicating particular truths about Jesus and offering different challenges to the reader. The message communicated by each can be more easily grasped if we understand the nature of the miracle. While many have classified miracles simply by their historical type (e.g., nature miracle), C. S. Lewis offers a helpful additional classification to explain their significance: the miracle’s place in biblical history in relation to the old creation and the new creation.3 Miracles that “sign” with operations fitting the current world are miracles of the old creation, whereas those that “sign” with operations fitting the coming world are miracles of the new creation. The following chart lists the miracles in relation to both types.

      
        
          

            	
              Types of Miracles

            
            	
              Miracles of the Old Creation

            
            	
              Miracles of the New Creation

            
          

          
            	
              Miracles of Fertility

            
            	
              Water to wine (God’s provision for his creation)

            
            	
          

          
            	
              Miracles of Healing

            
            	
              Curing the sick (God’s healing of his creation)

            
            	
          

          
            	
              Miracles of Destruction

            
            	
              Withering a fig tree (God’s judgment of his creation)

            
            	
          

          
            	
              Miracles of Dominion

            
            	
              Stilling a storm (God’s control over his creation)

            
            	
              Walking on water (future reality of a new human nature)

            
          

          
            	
              Miracles of Reversal

            
            	
            	
              Raising of Lazarus (God’s renewal of his creation)

            
          

          
            	
              Miracles of Glorification

            
            	
            	
              Jesus’ resurrection (new creation’s inauguration)
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