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  POEMS AFTER FRIDA KAHLO




  




  “Pascale Petit creates forms and strategies that go beyond common


  knowledge of what a poem can or should do; her poetry never behaves


  itself or betrays itself; and contemporary British poetry is all the livelier


  for it. What the Water Gave Me is a triumph of creativity and criticism,


  of persona and impersonation, of personality and impersonality.”


                                                                                     – David Morley, Magma




   




  “Petit’s collection is not a verse biography, but a hard-hitting, palette-


  knife evocation of the effect that bus crash had on Kahlo’s life and


  work. ‘And this is how I started painting. / Time stretched out its spec-


  trum / and screeched its brakes.’ ” – Ruth Padel, Guardian




   




  “Dark and disturbingly beautiful in its writing, What the Water Gave


  Me is compassionate and sympathetic in representing human pain.


  Petit has produced a remarkable new collection of poetry, which both


  contributes to the artistic readings of Kahlo and presents a bleak,


  magnificent vision all of her own.” – Zoë Brigley, New Welsh Review




   




  “What the Water Gave Me may be an abattoir at times, but it is one per-


  meated by sunlight... As a portrait of art itself, What the Water Gave Me


  is entirely unselfconscious and unflinching. Richard Dawkins couldn’t


  have captured awe so succinctly. Poetry, it seems, steps in when science


  finds itself lost for words.” – Poetry London




   




  “Taking Kahlo’s canvases as a spur to imagistic and abstract imagina


  tion, Petit establishes a frightening power that presses through the


  voice of her speaker.” – Poetry Review




   




  “Their apparent shared sensibility makes the ventriloquism of these


  poems entirely unforced, and while Kahlo’s voice is subtly distin-


  guished from Petit’s own, both women have a way of taking painful,


  private experiences and transmuting them, through imagery, into


  something that has the power of folklore. They capture the unsettling


  spirit of Frida Kahlo and her work perfectly.” – Poetry London 
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