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            FOREWORD

         

         When I became the manager of Brighton & Hove Albion in January 2015, my immediate task was to steer the club away from the wrong end of the Championship.

         But it was clear that the long-term goal at Brighton was to reach the Premier League, and I could tell that everything was in place at the club for that to happen.

         We nearly managed to realise that dream the following season, but as everybody knows, we fell just that little bit short.

         However, we had proved that we had a team with potential and I knew that the players were motivated to go one step further.

         The fans had given us fantastic support that we knew would continue the next season.

         And the club had shown its true quality as the whole community came together after the tragedy of the Shoreham airshow crash in August 2015.

         Thankfully, with great efforts from everyone on and off the field, and that little bit of luck that you always need, we were able to achieve our ambition in 2017, and the scenes after we beat Wigan to clinch promotion will live long in the memory. 

         This book is the inside story of those two seasons, the lows as well as the highs, told by an experienced journalist and lifelong Albion fan. I hope you enjoy reliving them.

         
             

         

         Chris Hughton

         Lancing, May 2017

      

   


   
      
         

            PREFACE

         

         When I began thinking about writing this book, I could have decided to concentrate on the 2016/17 season alone, or to go back as far as 1997 or beyond; either would have had merit. But I opted for a tale of two seasons and the contrast of the glorious failure of 2015/16 with the success of a year later.

         I had two main reasons: first, because they were Chris Hughton’s first full seasons in charge; and second, because the Shoreham air crash and the games against Middlesbrough and Sheffield Wednesday affected the club and the players so much that what promotion meant can only be fully explained by understanding what came before.

         Naturally, any attempt to build up suspense would be doomed to failure, because everyone knows that the story has a happy ending. And if it had not, the book would not have been written – few publishers would have held out much hope of selling a story of two successive seasons that ended badly.

         Instead I have tried to take you inside the club as Chris Hughton and his players pushed to reach the Premier League by, as far as possible, letting the people most closely involved put into their own words their tales of despair and triumph.

         
             

         

         Nick Szczepanik

         Brighton, May 2017
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            INTRODUCTION

            16 MAY 2016

         

         As the final whistle blew on Brighton & Hove Albion’s 2015/16 season, some players dropped to the turf of the American Express Community Stadium. Others stood, heads bowed and hands on hips. Grown men cried like children, on the field as well as in the stands.

         Eventually, those on the ground dragged themselves to their feet for a weary lap of the pitch, acknowledging the applause of the home crowd, most of whom had stayed to cheer a team who had come so close to delivering so much yet fallen so agonisingly short.

         Away to their left as they trudged off the field, they could hear Sheffield Wednesday and their fans celebrating their 3–1 aggregate win in the Championship play-off semi-finals, gleefully anticipating the Wembley final – the £100 million match, as the media called it, reflecting the riches on offer in the Premier League to the winner. Riches that Brighton would have to wait at least another year to claim, if they would ever manage it.

         As the Brighton players slumped in the dressing room, it was no consolation to reflect that almost no other team had ever amassed so many points without achieving automatic promotion. Or that they themselves, tipped for relegation before the season, had shocked much of the football world by beginning the campaign with a twenty-one-match unbeaten run and coming so very close to reaching the Premier League.

         Tony Bloom, the chairman, came down from the directors’ box to thank the players and coaching staff for their efforts, but his words must have sounded hollow.

         The received wisdom is that the team fell short of promotion by two goals, but actually it was one.

         One more goal, one single, solitary goal, either in the 3–0 home defeat by Middlesbrough that ended that run of invincibility, or in the 1–1 draw in the final game of the regular season, away to the same opponents; a wrongly disallowed goal at home to Ipswich correctly given or one kept out in games where leads were surrendered late on at Bolton, Derby or QPR – and it would all have been different.

         Eleven months later, it was.

      

   


   
      
         

            CHAPTER 1

            SUMMER 2015

         

         As most Brighton & Hove Albion fans know only too well, there are far worse things in football than losing play-off finals.

         In spring 1997, Brighton were at the lowest point of their history.

         Chairman Bill Archer, a Blackburn-based businessman with no historic connection to the Albion, had sold the Goldstone Ground, the club’s traditional home, to property developers. Supporters had fought a long battle to oust him and his chief executive, David Bellotti. A new board of directors led by advertising man Dick Knight, a lifelong supporter, had now taken over, but too late to save the crumbling stadium.

         On Saturday 26 April, the team played the last game there, beating Doncaster Rovers 1–0. The following season, the fans and directors faced a groundshare with Gillingham, seventy miles away, and knew that they would have to fight again to bring the team home to Sussex.

         But that was not the worst of it. The team had to play one more game that season, away to Hereford United, and defeat would mean relegation from the Football League. If that happened, would there be the appetite among enough fans to keep battling? To save a homeless non-League club?

         This was the level to which a proud club had sunk, a club that had played four seasons in the top flight, regularly attracted crowds of 30,000-plus and come within one kick of winning the FA Cup. The game at Hereford finished in a draw, but the jubilation and relief at staying in the League was quickly tempered by the sobering certainty of tough times ahead.

         At times like these, losing a Championship play-off semi-final would have sounded more like an aspiration than a disappointment. Back then, as the few thousand fans who still cared enough set off the following season on those 140-mile round trips to watch their team play dreadful fourth-tier home games in north Kent, the prospect of getting within two games of the glamour of the Premier League was beyond some fantastic and distant horizon.

         Dick Knight and the fans persuaded Brighton & Hove City Council to let the club come home in 1999 and play at Withdean Stadium, a converted athletics venue with a fraction of the Goldstone’s capacity. And for the next decade they lobbied local and national government for permission to build a proper, permanent stadium.

         Somehow the team won four promotions (and suffered two relegations) while at their cramped temporary accommodation. Even on the best of those days, the idea of watching the team play for a place in the big league in a sold-out, world-class 30,000-capacity stadium would have represented luxury beyond expectation.

         But a sense of historical perspective only helps so much the morning after defeat in a play-off semi-final. The victors are the ones talking about Wembley on the back pages. The losers can only think about the summer holidays, then possibly rebuilding and going one or two better next time. 

         That empty feeling in 2016 was nothing new for Brighton. They had known it in 2013 and in 2014 too. On each occasion they had had to dust themselves down and go again, with the added complication of having to bed in a new manager.

         Gustavo Poyet, the former Uruguay, Chelsea and Tottenham Hotspur midfield player, had been in charge when they had lost to Crystal Palace, their greatest rivals, in 2013. He left in controversial circumstances within weeks. He was replaced by Óscar García, once Barcelona’s B team head coach, who worked wonders in taking a less talented squad to the same stage in 2014 but saw his men outclassed by Derby County. García surprised the club by resigning soon afterwards, and the club surprised everyone else by appointing Sami Hyypiä, the former Liverpool and Finland defender, to replace him.

         If defeat in the play-offs is painful, then fighting a relegation battle is worse, and that was where Hyypiä’s team found themselves. He walked away in December 2014 and was replaced by Chris Hughton, who had been out of management since being sacked by Norwich City five games from the end of the previous season. It was seen as a good omen that he was a former Spurs player, like Poyet – who had masterminded the club’s previous promotion, from League One in 2011 – and Alan Mullery, the only man who had previously led Brighton to the top flight, in 1979.

         Hughton, then fifty-six, was a highly respected figure in the game. He also had an excellent record at Championship level. He had led Newcastle United to the division title in the 2009/10 season and taken Birmingham City into the play-offs in 2011/12 despite the enormous distraction of a Europa League campaign.

         His immediate priority at Brighton was very different. He was forced to grind out results over the remainder of the 2014/15 season and do enough to get the points required for safety. It was not pretty, it was seldom entertaining, and there were few indications that any renaissance was over the horizon.

         Perhaps it was hardly surprising in the circumstances that expectations for Brighton as they prepared for the 2015/16 season were not high. FourFourTwo magazine, in fact, predicted relegation in twenty-third place for the Seagulls – and Wolves to go up as champions.

         Hughton thought differently.

         ‘When I first came, we were in the bottom three and there is always a reason for that,’ he said.

         ‘The team was very different from the team that Óscar or Gus had. A new manager can always come in and add something different, so I was always confident that we would get out of the bottom three and stay out, and then it was a question of the summer. The only way the team was going to improve that next season was for us to recruit well. I also wanted to play a completely different way to the way that Sami did. It was a question of simplifying the roles they had and getting them to do things a different way.’

         The second half of the 2014/15 season had largely been a question of making the most of the squad he had inherited. ‘I hadn’t expected to change everything immediately,’ he said.

         ‘Although I came in on the first of January and we would work hard to see what we could possibly bring in during the transfer window, I don’t think many managers take a job thinking they are going to sign lots of players to make a team better. You think you will get more out of the players you have got. That has to be the first principle.

         ‘Sami played 4–3–3 and we still had to play it at times after he went because of the players we had. We didn’t have the wide players we have now – Kazenga LuaLua was very much in and out with injuries, and we had to use Sam Baldock on the left. I very much wanted some consistency and it was really just getting the best out of the players we had. Sometimes I look back and the team is almost unrecognisable.’

         As he set about the task of transforming Brighton from strugglers to challengers, Hughton knew he could salvage the nucleus of a new team from the squad that had struggled.

         David Stockdale, the goalkeeper, had played in the Premier League with Fulham and been called into the full England squad by manager Fabio Capello. Bruno, the right-back, had played in La Liga and the Champions League with Valencia, and his understudy, Íñigo Calderón, was a popular and whole-hearted performer. In the centre of defence, club captain Gordon Greer brought experience, and local boy and youth team product Lewis Dunk immense promise.

         In midfield, dynamic Israel international Beram Kayal and Dale Stephens, a talented ball-player who was now fully recovered from a long-term ankle injury sustained a few months after his transfer from Charlton Athletic in January 2014, looked a promising pairing, with England under-21 prospect Jake Forster-Caskey, raw youngster Rohan Ince and experienced Andrew Crofts as back-ups. Wide men Kazenga LuaLua and Solly March could unlock any defence on their day. And forward Sam Baldock had proved that he could score goals, albeit mainly at League One level.

         The gaps were obvious. For several seasons, the club had not had a first-team left-back, relying instead on a series of loan signings, including former England star Wayne Bridge, to fill in. Cover in defence and on the wings was thin. But the most glaring absence was a proper, line-leading, goal-scoring centre forward.

         After losing out in the 2014 play-offs, the club had sold the big, mobile Argentinian Leonardo Ulloa to Leicester City, and his nominal replacement, Chris O’Grady, although a hard worker, had fallen short of requirements. He would be sent out on loan.

         Hughton needed to fill those gaps with players who were good enough to allow his team to compete in one of the toughest and most competitive leagues in world football.

         The Championship is a gruelling marathon in which twenty-four clubs battle their way through forty-six games knowing that finishing first or second will put them literally in a different league. The Premier League is arguably the most glamorous domestic competition in sport, attracting star players from every nation, all bankrolled by television deals that alone guarantee each of the twenty clubs a minimum of £100 million.

         But what made it harder for Brighton to get there was that clubs relegated into the Championship from the Premier League received parachute payments to soften the financial impact of going down. For Burnley, Hull City and Queens Park Rangers, the three clubs coming down that summer, the payments amounted to £64 million over four years, with £24 million of that up front. So Hughton’s men were competing against wealthier clubs with Premier League-quality players.

         And a final unfair twist was Financial Fair Play (FFP), a system devised with the best of intentions, to ensure that clubs did not risk bankruptcy by spending beyond their means. Clubs were not allowed to spend more than a certain percentage of their revenue on transfer fees and wages, or they would face fines and transfer embargoes. The rules had been widely ignored and then watered down, but even if Brighton owner Tony Bloom, who had taken over from Knight in 2009, had wanted to splash out an unlimited amount of cash on big-money signings, he would have been prevented from doing so. 

         Nevertheless, Bloom made available the largest playing budget in its history for the coming season. ‘The previous season was my biggest disappointment as chairman,’ Bloom said.

         ‘It didn’t work out for Sami Hyypiä, some players we thought were coming fell through, we were a bit unlucky at times. These things happen. Chris came in and kept us up, but our points total was very poor. I knew it would be different the next season, we’d have a better squad and promotion was the aim, although it wouldn’t be easy.

         ‘In the Championship, if you want a team that has a realistic chance, you have to spend a lot of money. Every team, apart from perhaps those with parachute payments and the odd club that sells a player for a lot of money, will make significant losses – the Championship losses are huge and they’re only going to go up now the FFP rules have been relaxed. The reason that people spend so much is because the rewards of being in the Premier League and the TV revenues are so large, and everyone wants to get there. The reality is that, if you want a team that has a realistic chance of going up to the Premier League, it will cost you at least £10 million a year unless you’ve got parachute payments.’

         However, the club did have considerable other assets when it came to attracting players. Bloom had funded not only the award-winning 30,000-capacity American Express Community Stadium (usually known as the Amex) at Falmer, on the northeastern outskirts of Brighton, at an estimated cost of £93 million, but also a new training headquarters at Lancing, a few miles west of the city of Brighton & Hove and a long goal kick away from the sea, which cost a further £30 million.

         Stadiums catch the eye of the general public and the fans who pay to watch games, but training grounds are footballers’ workplaces, and the facilities there matter to prospective new signings. ‘We went to look at training grounds at Arsenal, Manchester United, Tottenham and Chelsea and the FA headquarters at St George’s Park, so you can tell where we set our sights,’ Martin Perry, the managing director, who oversaw the project, said. ‘We think it’s up there with them. The level of provision and facilities is the equal of anything you’d see in the Premier League, if not better. It is a statement of the club’s ambition.’

         The players had previously been used to sharing breezeblock changing rooms and muddy pitches with students at the University of Sussex sports centre, also at Falmer, not far from the Amex. For them, moving into the American Express Elite Football Performance Centre – to give the training ground and academy headquarters its full title – in summer 2014 was like being taken from a squat into a five-star hotel.

         ‘I couldn’t quite believe it, to be honest,’ Lewis Dunk said. ‘Growing up and doing my scholarship at Falmer, coming from there with the Portakabins and coming to this humungous training ground with everything you could possibly want to be the best you can be, I couldn’t quite believe it that we had come this far as a club.’

         He remembered the surreal sight of Vicente Rodríguez, a former Spain international winger who had played in the Champions League with Valencia, experiencing a type of injury treatment facility at Falmer that was very different from what he had been used to at one of the leading clubs in La Liga.

         ‘Vicente was in one of the cabins getting his physio and his rubs – that was a bit of a change for him, from Valencia in the sunshine to a cold, wet winter in a Portakabin,’ Dunk said. ‘It could get breezy, although it gets chilly at Lancing too with the wind coming straight off the sea, but you don’t mind when it’s such a nice place.’

         Lancing has thirteen pitches, including two that are identical to the stadium’s in size and turf quality, and a half-size indoor surface. The Y-shaped two-storey main building houses changing rooms, gyms, pools, medical and physiotherapy facilities, video rooms, a media centre and offices for the staff. The first team are based in the west wing, the academy in the east.

         It is regarded as one of the best training facilities anywhere in the country and was praised by Gareth Southgate, the England head coach, who used it when manager of the England under-21 squad. ‘You only have to walk around to see how carefully everything has been thought through,’ he said. ‘You couldn’t want for anything more really and it is obvious the club is really geared up to be successful.’

         ‘The day I walked in I’d been told of the set-up here,’ Hughton said.

         ‘The training ground is now three years old but the players still feel grateful to be working at such a good facility. So the chairman feels that there has been a reason why he’s paid for it. It’s an exciting place to come and work, and the players are highly motivated. It’s our responsibility as a staff to keep that going.’

         The first floor of the west wing at Lancing is a long, airy corridor flanked by glass-fronted offices. One of these on the north side, overlooking the South Downs and the Gothic chapel of Lancing College, is the base of Paul Winstanley, the club’s head of recruitment. He had worked as an analyst under Paul Jewell at Wigan Athletic and Derby County, staying on at Pride Park under Nigel Clough and Steve McClaren, before being head-hunted by the Albion in September 2014. By the time Hughton arrived, Winstanley had established the processes that enabled him to present the manager with potential transfer targets.

         ‘We have a master list and Chris only sees the top end of it, although he sees the process,’ Winstanley explained. Targets are identified by combining statistical research with traditional methods. 

         ‘Master list names will always be covered by every aspect of scouting. We will have ticked every box in terms of objective and subjective reports.

         ‘Players work their way up the stages for him to be aware of, but we’re covering 200 players a week, so it’s impossible for him to be aware of all of them as well as focusing on the first team. Some we eliminate and the better ones move up – the ones that are gettable. But we’re constantly talking and I’ll let him know when one of them is on TV, for example, so he can check on them.’

         ‘The problem with being a manager in the Championship is that there are so many games to play and that has to be your focus,’ agreed Hughton.

         ‘But I am kept in the loop of players that we like or are monitoring that little bit more carefully. I will get involved, or I will say these are the positions that we are looking for and this is the type of player that I would like. And there isn’t anybody who comes in that I don’t sanction.

         ‘There might be some that I haven’t seen as much of as some of the other recruitment people, but that’s only because it’s impossible to see them live. After the season you use the opportunity to go out and watch players. But during the season it’s very difficult. Then I’m watching a lot of video. But trying to reach the Premier League is so important that you have to put so much of your efforts into getting there that you don’t have time to do everything you would like to.’

         When a target is identified and permission is received from the selling club to speak to the player, Hughton and Bloom will sell Brighton to him. ‘It is massive to have Chris and the chairman personally involved, in Europe especially,’ Winstanley said. ‘We have a good reputation at the minute and everyone knows that the chairman is a lifelong fan and in Europe they are very passionate about that. Players love that story rather than foreign investors coming in and it helps massively.’

         Winstanley and Hughton would have a busy summer.

         
            • • •

         

         The need to strengthen the squad after such a disappointing 2014/15 season was obvious, and the most glaring requirement for a team that had averaged fewer than one goal a game was a striker. The top scorer had been Portugal under-21 midfield player João Teixeira, on loan from Liverpool and now back on Merseyside, with six goals. Central defender Dunk was second with five. Forwards Baldock, Adrián Colunga and O’Grady had only seven between them.

         But quality defensive cover was also needed, and the first arrival reflected that, as Albion captured Liam Rosenior, an experienced and versatile player who had been released by Hull City on their relegation from the Premier League and whose father, Leroy, had, coincidentally, once been interviewed for the Albion manager’s job that eventually went to Mark McGhee in October 2003.

         Rosenior was nominally a right-back, but could also play in midfield or at left-back. ‘When I came, I expected to be the best right-back in the division,’ he said later. ‘Then I saw Bruno at close quarters and I realised I wasn’t even the best right-back in the club.’

         The fans noted with interest that their counterparts in Hull were shocked and outraged by their club’s decision to let the player go, and were also impressed that Rosenior wrote an open letter to those fans in the Hull Daily Mail telling them how much he had enjoyed his time by the banks of the Humber and valued their support. This spoke of a man of character, and everything the articulate and intelligent Rosenior said on his arrival reinforced that early impression. 

         He revealed that his father bore no grudges about being turned down for the job that Hughton now held. ‘As soon as I found out about Brighton’s interest, I called my dad,’ Rosenior told Sky Sports.

         ‘He told me to drive down now.

         ‘I’m quite lucky that my dad played with Chris Hughton before at West Ham. Chris is just a good man and an honest man. Also, his record as a coach and a manager speaks for itself. He’s someone that I’ve always wanted to play for and I’m just pleased it’s happened now.’

         After five years in Hull, Rosenior was ready for a change of scenery. ‘It’s like being in a different country down here – nice and hot,’ he said.

         ‘There were clubs who called my agent and told me to hold off and not sign so early in the window. But when I came down to Brighton, it just felt right.

         ‘I brought my wife along and she loved it. That made my decision because it’s not just me that signs for a football club. I’ve got four children and a family too. As soon as I stepped into the club and spoke to the manager, I knew this was the perfect place for me.

         ‘The stadium is fantastic. I’m not sure everyone has seen the training facility here but it’s up there with the best in the country. I’m talking Champions League standard. Now it’s about making sure we fulfil our potential on the pitch. Hopefully I can be a big part of that.’

         Where he would fit in with Bruno ahead of him in his best position, he admitted, remained to be seen. ‘Bruno is a player that I’ve always rated. I voted for him as the Championship right-back of the year in the season that I was promoted with Hull,’ he said. ‘Technically, he’s a fantastic right-back. But the club has so much ambition and potential they want a squad that’s strong enough to get to the Premier League. So I’m not worried about the strength of the competition. Instead, I thrive on it and want to help the club grow.’

         Next in was a forward, Tomer Hemed. The Israel striker was not a well-known name, but had played in Spain’s top division with Real Mallorca and Almería, the club from which Brighton had signed Ulloa. The Israeli journalist Ouriel Daskal described Hemed as a ‘run-through-brick-walls centre forward’, and it helped that he was close to Beram Kayal, his Israel teammate, who had joined Brighton from Celtic in January.

         They had come through the youth system at Maccabi Haifa together and although there was no shortage of journalists keen to highlight the cross-cultural friendship between the Jewish Hemed and Muslim Kayal, Hemed disagreed with the suggestion that it was in any way unusual. ‘In Maccabi Haifa, there are many Israeli Arab players,’ Hemed says. ‘There is a good feeling. You don’t feel something weird.’

         But there were rumours of a more headline-grabbing signing. The club’s former striker Bobby Zamora, who had been one of the most popular Brighton players since their days in the top flight, was a free agent after leaving Queens Park Rangers, and Albion were looking to add forward options. Plenty of people were happy to put two and two together and make any number they liked.

         The club played down the rumours, but continued to do transfer business early in the window, in contrast to previous years. Leaving signings until late in the hope of bargains as prices dropped had bitten them before Winstanley’s arrival. They had indulged in brinkmanship and lived to regret it in the case of Wolves defender Stephen Ward. He had had a successful season at the Amex in 2013/14 as the latest in a series of loan left-backs and was due to sign on a permanent basis that summer of 2014, but at the last moment Premier League Burnley stepped in and offered both Wolves and Ward more money.

         If anyone thought that Rosenior was earmarked for that perennial problem position of left-back, then the arrival of Gaëtan Bong changed their minds. The twelve-time Cameroon international signed on a free transfer after leaving Wigan Athletic, and his CV also included experience with Metz, Tours, Valenciennes, and Olympiakos, where he had played in the Champions League. It worried some that Wigan had been relegated from the Championship despite Bong’s presence, but if Hughton, a former left-back, approved his signing then he had to be good enough.

         The squad then left for a training camp at Tignes in the French Alps, in the mood to improve on the previous season’s results. ‘Being under pressure at the bottom at the start of the year, the harshness of that made the group more determined,’ Hughton’s long-time assistant manager Colin Calderwood said. ‘So that when the next season started, it was all about moving on to some sort of achievement, and what they could do.

         ‘When we set our targets, the staff talked about the play-offs and possibly pushing for automatic promotion. But the boys wanted to win the title. They had a very clear goal of trying to win the league, which was interesting – very, very interesting. So although some people would have thought it was impossible after where they’d been the previous season, that was their goal. And they knew that to achieve that they’d have to be at the very top of their game in most matches. But with what we saw in the training camp, with our experience we knew that, if we could believe what we were seeing, we would be competitive. Because their attitude was excellent.’

         New players continued to arrive. Finland’s Niki Mäenpää came in to challenge David Stockdale for the goalkeeper’s jersey. And another signing from Spain, on 23 July, was Jack Harper, a Scotland under-19 international from Real Madrid.

         The fact that a Scot played for Real was news to most. Harper’s parents had moved from Scotland to Spain and he had been born in Málaga, eventually attracting the attention of the giants from the capital. Initially he would play for the under-21 team but expected to be pressing for a first-team place by the turn of the year.

         Hemed scored his first Albion goal three minutes into the opening pre-season friendly away to FC Meyrin of Geneva, Hughton fielding different teams in the first and second halves of a 6–1 win. The manager did the same in a behind-closed-doors match against Southampton at their Staplewood training ground on the borders of the New Forest, which the Premier League side won 1–0 with a late goal. He also rang the changes regularly in a goalless draw at Lewes, but the teams in a 3–0 victory at Crawley and a 1–0 loss in a testimonial away to Aberdeen looked more like a side that might begin the Championship season.

         The formation was 4–4–2 rather than the 4–3–3 that had finished the previous campaign. The back four in front of Stockdale would be Bruno, Greer, Dunk and Bong. The centre of midfield would be Kayal and Stephens. On the wings would be LuaLua and either March or Rosenior, and Hemed and Baldock would form the spearhead of the team.

         ‘A form of 4–4–2 is a system I prefer,’ Hughton said.

         ‘I like my wide players to be hard-working. They don’t have a free licence to do whatever they want. They have a responsibility to work without the ball and to work back. You can have two types of wide player – the winger type with pace like Kazenga or Solly, or more of a wide midfield player. But whoever played there would have the same responsibilities; the roles are the same.’ 

         The system puts pressure on the two central midfield players to perform both attacking and defensive duties. Kayal had been Hughton’s first permanent signing in January, but Stephens had surprised him after his return from injury. ‘I knew Dale from his time at Charlton, but not well,’ Hughton admitted.

         ‘If I’d been asked to tell you all of his qualities, I probably couldn’t. But they are both multi-functional players. There isn’t one that you would regard as a specific holding player. Sometimes it’s about the qualities of each player. You might get a player who is higher-energy, who naturally breaks forward a little bit more, but I prefer ones who can do a little bit of everything, and that’s what they both were.’

         ‘4–4–2 was the way we played at Newcastle, and at Birmingham, and more of a 4–4–1–1 at Norwich,’ Calderwood said.

         ‘But the main thing was that we played with wide players – Anthony Pilkington, Robert Snodgrass and Elliott Bennett at Norwich, Chris Burke and John Beausejour at Birmingham, Jonás Gutiérrez and Ryan Taylor at Newcastle. And at Brighton, Rosenior, Solly March and eventually Knockaert. And two central midfielders who are comfortable making tackles but who can pass it too.’

         ‘The last three managers before me all played possession-based football, so I inherited players who were comfortable on the ball,’ Hughton said. ‘I wanted to tweak it so that we got the ball forward a little quicker and played more in the opposition’s half. I knew we would have enough good footballers.’

         But would those footballers score enough goals? The fans were not convinced. Baldock had been signed for a seven-figure sum in 2014 after scoring twenty-six goals the previous season for Bristol City. But he had struggled so far at Brighton, scoring only three times in the league. And although the bench looked strong in some ways, with Mäenpää, Rosenior and the popular Calderón joined by Ince, Forster-Caskey and Crofts, forward options were thin on the ground.

         On Sunday 2 August, Baldock and Hemed began encouragingly enough, combining for the only goal of the final pre-season friendly, against Sevilla, the reigning Europa League champions, at the Amex. It came when Baldock’s pass found Hemed, who was baulked by two defenders. The penalty award was, perhaps, soft, but Hemed put away the first of many spot kicks he was to convert. The team wore the dazzling new ‘Volt’ yellow away shirts that were to appear in some key games in the coming season, and which were on sale at the club shop along with a red third shirt.

         The shop occupies a key site at the stadium, where fans arrive from the railway station and the car parks and gather before matches, and its exterior is effectively a giant advertising placard, where the club sends a message as well as showing off its wares. Gone now was a 20-foot-high image of a rather nervous-looking Jake Forster-Caskey, replaced by a similar-sized but more resolute quartet of Rosenior, Stephens, Greer and Kayal in the full range of kits on sale within.

         There was also a new slogan, ‘#Together’, instead of the rather vague ‘One Club, One Ambition’ of the previous campaign. It was not particularly original, having been used similarly or in variations by Arsenal, Manchester City, Preston North End and the Wales national side. But it was to take on real meaning over the next eighteen months.

         
            • • •

         

         Slogans, though, were forgotten the next day when Zamora returned after an absence of twelve seasons. During that time he had played Premier League, European and international football with Tottenham, West Ham, Fulham, QPR and, on two occasions, England. ‘I said when I left that I would love to come back one day and this seemed like the right time,’ he said.

         He had first joined the club on loan from Bristol Rovers before signing permanently in 2000 for £100,000, plus a 30 per cent sell-on clause. He scored eighty-three goals in 136 Brighton appearances, winning two promotions as a dynamic central striker, but now, at thirty-four, he was returning as a free agent on a one-year contract, and with a reputation for being injury-prone.

         That, he said, had been overstated, although he admitted that his workload in training and on the field would have to be carefully monitored. ‘I was available for 93 per cent of the games [last season],’ he said.

         ‘I missed the last two with a little injury, but we were already relegated and if we had needed something from them I probably would have played. Other than that, I caught a bug that had been going round and I had some back spasms.

         ‘Here, it is just management of my fitness and workload. It’s just a matter of getting me available for Saturdays. I’m more than happy to come on for twenty minutes to help out whenever I’m called upon.’

         Even that would not happen immediately, as he had missed pre-season training, but supporters with an eye on the season as a whole recalled that Zamora had twice scored the winning goal in play-off finals to take first West Ham and then QPR into the Premier League.

         However many or few minutes Zamora was to play, most supporters were ecstatic to have one of the greatest Albion players of recent seasons back in blue-and-white stripes, and although some dismissed the signing as a cynical exercise aimed at selling replica shirts, many more were happy to head for the club shop to oblige. And that created a minor difficulty of its own, as chief executive Paul Barber explained a few days later.

         ‘The deal was done quite late on Monday night, and everybody was looking pleased when it occurred to me that Z is not a letter we stock in the shop very much, so I sent a message to Ben Price, our retail manager, to get some in,’ he said. ‘Of all the shirts since Bobby joined us, 80 per cent have involved a Z on the back!’

         Zamora had been synonymous with success at Withdean Stadium and now fans hoped that he would thrive at the Amex, which had been a distant promise in his previous stay. ‘We told Bobby Zamora when we signed him in 2000 that he would be playing in this fantastic stadium one day,’ life president Dick Knight recalled. ‘We didn’t think it would take until 2015 for it to happen.’

         Zamora agreed that the club was very different, although there were still some familiar faces around. Derek Allan was still the club secretary and his former teammates Paul Rogers, Nathan Jones and Paul Watson were commercial manager, coach and physio respectively.

         ‘The talk back then was always of the new stadium, although I loved it at Withdean,’ Zamora told Bleacher Report.

         ‘But it is here now, and what a ground it is. And I’ve been around and played in all four divisions, but this is the best training ground I’ve seen.

         ‘[Getting to] the Premier League can be a question of fine margins, but there can’t be any excuses from the players in terms of the facilities – and players will use any excuse if they can get away with it. But everything is here for us.

         ‘It was strange that when I signed, Derek Allan, the secretary who did my first signing, was still here. It seems pretty much the same club. The catchment area is the same, and the fans are still brilliant at filling the stadium.

         ‘The aim is to be able to sustain Premier League football, and I think the club is in a good area to be able to do that. The owners have taken it slow and steady, and that’s certainly the best way. At QPR, a lot of money was spent to try to get the instant fix. It doesn’t always work, although it can help.’

         The club website showed the first new image of Zamora in the stripes, the camera panning upward to the man himself saying: ‘I’m back.’ But despite the euphoria, his signing now rather than at the beginning of pre-season training suggested to many that a different target must have fallen through.

         On 6 August, the eve of the new season, Bloom addressed the issue of the disappointing previous season at a fans’ forum. ‘When things go badly, I think it’s how one reacts to that that’s key,’ he said. ‘There are always going to be bad seasons and events, and it’s what we can learn from it and the resilience we show.’ Those words would prove prophetic.

         Sky Sports had more faith in Brighton than some, and selected the home game with Nottingham Forest to open their live coverage of the season on Friday 7 August, the first of many matches whose dates and kick-off times would be moved to suit the satellite broadcaster over the next two campaigns.

         The changes infuriated supporters who had booked cheap advance rail tickets or who could not make the rearranged games for work reasons. But the club were bound by the League’s television contract and also benefited financially from live coverage, especially of home games. A total of 24,623 were at the Amex, most of them delighted to see Zamora presented to the crowd before kick-off.

         Forest showed first, Henri Lansbury clipping the outside of an upright from 30 yards following a free kick. Then Kayal’s shot in free play from just outside the penalty area made slightly firmer contact with the Forest post. And new man Hemed forced a spectacular save from Forest goalkeeper Dorus de Vries with a header from a cross by Solly March on the right.

         Five minutes into the second half, Albion made the breakthrough with a goal from LuaLua. The winger was an unquestioned fan favourite and had been ever since he had arrived at the club, initially on loan, from Newcastle United in February 2010. The brother of former Premier League striker Lomana Trésor LuaLua, Kazenga is a wide player blessed with large amounts of raw pace.

         Rather than use the speed of a ball passed to him, nine times out of ten he will stop it and confront the full-back, matador-like. By 2015, there could not have been a right-back in the Championship who did not know what was coming next: LuaLua would explode past him on the outside and either hit a fierce shot with his left foot or cross the ball. But the problem was doing anything about it.

         A history of persistent injury is all that has prevented him from being more successful than he has been. So many comebacks began with him returning to the bench that he began to be seen as a permanent impact substitute. This frustrated him, but he often made less impression on matches when starting than after sixty minutes building up resentment that he had not been playing, which he could then take out on the opposition defence.

         ‘You don’t just want to come on as sub, you want to be in the starting eleven every game,’ he said. ‘I don’t view myself as just an impact player, and I know that I can play ninety minutes of football. Every manager has their own opinions and you have to respect them.’

         Hughton, who described LuaLua as a player who can ‘create and score goals and gives the club something different’, knew him from their days at Newcastle and, after a full pre-season, trusted him to start against Forest. And now, receiving the ball from Stephens, LuaLua took the ball up to Forest right-back Eric Lichaj, touched it past him and hit an angled shot low across de Vries and in off the foot of the far post. There followed his trademark somersault celebration, the same one that his brother had been told to stop after breaking a bone in his foot when with Portsmouth.

         It proved to be the winner, the first goal of the new season, and put Albion on top of the table after one game, sending the fans home in good spirits. A much-changed team then beat Southend United at Roots Hall on the Tuesday in the first round of the Capital One Cup, LuaLua again winning the game but in the final minute this time.

         The season might have begun, but the transfer window was open until the end of August, and next day came another addition to the defence: German centre half Uwe Hünemeier. The 29-year-old had played for Borussia Dortmund and Energie Cottbus before joining SC Paderborn in 2013. He had captained them to promotion to the Bundesliga, a miraculous achievement for the small club from Westphalia, who had a 15,000-capacity stadium and one training pitch, where the caretaker’s flat doubled as changing rooms. Locals concerned by noise even managed to get evening kick-off times changed so that games finished by 10 p.m.

         However, Paderborn lasted only one season in the German top flight and Hünemeier sought a fresh challenge. ‘It was a great feeling to lead Paderborn into the Bundesliga,’ he said.

         ‘And it was a great experience for us to play against teams like Borussia Dortmund and Bayern Munich, who had some of the best players from Germany and world football. 

         ‘Sometimes it was very hard to play against them because they are such good players, but we did our best and we can be proud of what we achieved last season. I hope they have a good season and I wish them all the best. As captain of the club, it wasn’t an easy decision to leave, but it’s definitely the right one. It will be a great experience for me to play in England and hopefully I can help Brighton achieve what we did there.’

         At the time, that was probably wishful thinking. He would later admit in a programme interview that reaching the Premier League was not really on his radar after Albion’s struggles the previous season. Now he added: ‘I heard about the interest from Brighton about three weeks ago. It was surprising for me. It is a good chance for me to play in English football and that is something I always wanted to do. I’m glad I’m here and hopefully I’ll have a great time.’

         The pursuit of Hünemeier, who knew only the big names of British football, revealed an area of the club’s player recruitment that could be improved. ‘Uwe had never heard of Brighton,’ Winstanley said.

         ‘So, with the help of the media team, we put together a recruitment video that could showcase Brighton as a football club – the facilities, the stadium, the manager, the chairman, the history, the philosophy of the team, everything. So when I’m watching players and we’re getting serious about putting this player in front of the manager, we can make the player well aware of what Brighton is about. When Uwe saw the video, it was like: “Wow, this is incredible.” I use the video a lot now so that the player representatives across the world know about us.

         ‘The video shows Cup Final goals but also highlights the dark days of the history, including the fans going on demonstrations and showing their passion for the club. The Amex and the Lancing training facility – the players’ workplace most days – feature heavily. The attractions of the city and surroundings are also well to the fore, but also a reminder of the close proximity of Gatwick Airport and the quick transport links to London. The reaction we get is very positive.’

         Next to arrive was 25-year-old former Scotland under-21 winger Jamie Murphy from Sheffield United, who also had experience as a second striker. He was to become a valuable and consistent performer who was capable of scoring and creating goals, but he did not figure in the next league game, away to Fulham.

         Craven Cottage was becoming a lucky ground and it proved to be so again. In an otherwise unchanged team, Hünemeier made his debut in place of Dunk, who had been a contender for the man-of-the-match award against Forest. That led to speculation that Bloom was thinking of accepting an offer for the home-grown defender, with Fulham one of the clubs interested.

         Albion began well, Hemed hitting the bar and March and LuaLua making ground down the wings. So it was no surprise when Bruno’s cross was knocked home by Baldock on the half-hour. In contrast, a shot from Fulham’s Tom Cairney that screamed past Stockdale came from nowhere and for a time the team’s confidence was shaken. Fulham grew into the game in the second half and Hughton seemed to have settled for a point when he introduced Rosenior, Ince and Forster-Caskey for March, Baldock and Stephens late in the game. Ince is primarily a defensive midfield player, while Forster-Caskey, although looking as if he might be a potent attacking force early in his career, was now regarded as a specialist in keeping possession.

         But as the match moved into added time, Forster-Caskey’s pass sent LuaLua speeding into the penalty area. Whichever side of the 18-yard line he was brought down by Fulham’s Shaun Hutchinson, referee Neil Swarbrick awarded a penalty, and Hemed, in front of the Albion fans at the Putney End, converted after the stuttering run-up that was to become so familiar.

         That kept Albion on top of the fledgling league table. And they looked certain to stay there when Kayal put them ahead with a 20-yard left-foot shot in the opening minute of the next game, away to Huddersfield Town on the Tuesday evening. An unchanged starting line-up dominated the first half but failed to press home their advantage. That allowed Jacob Butterfield to level after fifty-four minutes, beating Stockdale at his near post with an angled shot. But even though Hughton made another defensive-looking change, bringing Ince on for Hemed, Albion could still have won it if March, Baldock or LuaLua had taken late chances.

         The rumours that Dunk was to be sold only intensified after the signing of Connor Goldson, another central defender, from Shrewsbury Town for a reported fee of £800,000 the day after the Huddersfield match. Already a veteran of 110 league games at twenty-two, he did not seem to have come to play for the development squad. One West Midlands-based journalist claimed that Goldson was ‘Championship-ready’. But all such debate faded into insignificance by comparison to what would happen later that day. 

      

   


   
      
         

            CHAPTER 2

            SHOREHAM

         

         Saturday 22 August 2015 was a scorching summer day, with temperatures reaching 28°C. The build-up to Albion’s home match against Blackburn Rovers was well under way when news began to reach the stadium of severe delays on the A27 west of the city, caused by an incident at an airshow at Shoreham Airport.

         It was announced that kick-off would be delayed by fifteen minutes to give supporters coming from that direction extra time to take their seats, but soon the full horror of what had taken place began to be revealed on news bulletins and social media.

         At 1.22 p.m., a vintage Hawker Hunter jet flown by 51-year-old Andy Hill, an experienced pilot, had opened the afternoon session of the airshow with an aerobatic display. But Hill failed to pull out of an inside loop in time and crashed onto the busy A27 running to the north of the airport, killing eleven men and injuring sixteen other people. Some of the victims had been standing at the roadside to watch the airshow; others had been in their cars at what is known as the Sussex Pad junction. Hill was somehow thrown to safety.

         Information was sketchy at the stadium at first. ‘I remember warming up for the Blackburn game and we were told there had been a big disaster and we weren’t sure what had happened,’ Liam Rosenior said. ‘I sneaked into the toilets ten minutes before kick-off to call my family just to make sure they were all right. We weren’t aware of the gravity of what had happened until afterwards.’

         Murphy made his first start and LuaLua scored with a shot from a pass by Baldock, but as further details of the Shoreham crash continued to emerge, three more points gained in the Amex sunshine seemed incidental.

         The tragedy would turn out to have hit close to home in every sense. The club’s training ground is so near to the site of the incident that the large white roof of the indoor pitch was clearly visible in the background of many images of the crash scene. The stretch of road where the jet came down, part of the main east–west link along the Sussex coast, was familiar to most players, coaches and staff who drove in from Brighton or Hove. And two of the victims were intimately connected with the club.

         Matt Grimstone, an assistant groundsman at the training ground, and Jacob Schilt, an Albion fan, two friends who had played in the same school team as Lewis Dunk, had been on their way from Brighton to play for Worthing United in a Southern Combination Premier League home match against Loxwood. When they failed to arrive at Worthing’s Lyons Way ground, some three and a half miles along the A27 from the crash site, officials feared the worst.

         Goalkeeper Grimstone and midfield player Schilt had been in Grimstone’s silver Vauxhall Corsa driving westward towards Worthing when it became the first vehicle hit by the plane, and they would have died instantly.

         Grimstone, twenty-three, had started working for Albion as a member of the match-day event team at Withdean seven years previously. Schilt, also twenty-three, had played on three occasions in the annual charity match between supporters of Brighton and rivals Crystal Palace in aid of the Robert Eaton Memorial Fund (REMF), which commemorates another Brighton supporter who perished when death came unexpectedly from the skies, in the 9/11 terrorist attacks on the World Trade Center in New York in 2001. The Brighton fans’ team in the match in April had been coached by Albion chief executive Paul Barber.

         ‘It was a terrible weekend,’ Barber said.

         ‘At about quarter to two, I got a message from Adrian Morris, our safety officer, about an incident on the A27 that was going to delay people. The natural assumption was that it was a car accident. Then within a few minutes he called back and said no, a plane had crashed. Within twenty minutes social media were showing pictures of this fireball with our training ground in the background.

         ‘My immediate message to Rose Read, our head of human resources, was to do a head count to make sure all our people were accounted for. Rose did a great job of ticking off everyone who was due to be at the stadium and everyone who had been looking after academy fixtures at the training ground. The one gap was the staff who had been granted leave that day, which included Matt because he was playing for Worthing.

         ‘Later that evening I got a call from Rose, who said that Matt was unaccounted for and his family hadn’t been able to get in touch with him. And he’d been in the area and on that road. My heart and stomach did a sort of convulsion. I felt suddenly very sick and about an hour later Paul Camillin, our head of media, picked up a video on the internet that showed what looked like Matt’s car. One small frame showed the number plate and we were able to match it with Matt’s car on our system. We still weren’t 100 per cent sure that Matt was in it, but we knew he had been and Jacob Schilt was with him, who I knew because he’d played in the REMF team just a couple of months before.

         ‘Jacob’s family were actually travelling behind them on the A27, which was a terrible thing because they knew he was ahead of them, they couldn’t get through the traffic that had backed up and knew this thing had happened and had been trying to call him and couldn’t reach him. As the night went on, it became obvious that they had been in the car.’

         In a club statement, Barber said:

         ‘Matt’s been a very popular member of our groundstaff team and has proved to be an absolute credit to the club and his boss, Steve Winterburn. I also got to know Jacob as one of the REMF squad during the coaching sessions we held leading up to this year’s charity match against Crystal Palace. As well as being a very good footballer, Jacob is [sic] a popular and impressive young man.

         ‘It is hard to find the right words to express the full extent of our shock and sadness at this time, but Matt and Jacob’s family and friends are very much in our thoughts, along with all those who’ve been affected by this terrible tragedy.’

         Dunk remembered their days at Varndean secondary school in north Brighton. ‘We shared some great memories,’ he said.

         ‘Many of those were created playing football for the school team. Year 9 was our most memorable, when we won the treble of the Brighton & Hove Schools’ Cup, the Division One title and the County Cup final. Both Jacob and Matt played a big part in that success, with Jacob being a true leader as captain and Matt saving the day on many occasions between the sticks. The memories of that team and the games we played will stay with me for ever.’

         Barber made the training ground and its facilities available as a base for the emergency services both in the immediate aftermath and in the days that followed as the crash scene was painstakingly investigated. ‘I also thought it was the right thing to do to go and visit Matt’s and Jacob’s parents,’ he said.

         ‘On the Sunday, Rose and I went to see the Grimstones and it was pretty harrowing. I’d never done anything like that before. It was heartbreaking because the raw emotion of it was just terrible. Then a couple of days later I went to see the Schilt family, again with Rose. What I’ll always remember is how dignified the families were. Brave is the wrong word, but maybe unjudgemental. They weren’t looking to blame anyone.

         ‘The impact on the staff was enormous because Matt was well-known and well-liked. Jacob [was] less well-known but some people did know him because he had played in the club’s colours for the REMF team and they had trained at Lancing. And by then the scale of the disaster had hit the community. Fans knew people who had been killed, people in Shoreham and Lancing had seen the fireball, fans going to the Blackburn game knew that something terrible had happened. My daughter had been on that stretch of road going from Hove to see her boyfriend in Lancing. Another hour and she’d have been there. We had to deal with the grief and emotion of the groundstaff and the grief and shock of the community as a whole.’

         The eleven deaths represented the greatest loss of life in a single incident in Sussex since the Second World War, and not only local but also national and international media descended on the area. ‘It was the first time we’d had national news people who weren’t sports-based in our media centre,’ Barber said. ‘It added to the scale and gravity of the disaster. Chris and I were suddenly having to take questions from ITN and BBC news on subjects neither of us had ever spoken about before.’

         On the Monday, Grimstone’s colleagues on the groundstaff visited the old wooden toll bridge over the nearby River Adur that had quickly become the location for impromptu floral shrines to the eleven dead. ‘We all loved Matt dearly and he will be sorely missed,’ head groundsman Steve Winterburn said.

         ‘He was a gentleman in the true sense. It’s extremely upsetting. No one expects something like this to happen. We are feeling it a lot. Matt didn’t just work for the club, but supported it as well. He was an exceptional young man. You couldn’t wish to meet a nicer person.’

         Footballers are often regarded as living in a cosseted bubble, cut off from some of the grimmer realities of life, but the Albion players were now confronted with this particular reality every day, and counsellors were brought in for any players or staff who needed them.

         ‘The police were in the academy canteen, so you got to know faces and to say hello,’ David Stockdale said.

         ‘They appreciated coming here and, knowing the effect it had on us, imagine the effect it must have on them. We were seeing them come in tired after doing hard work, trying to piece together what had happened and we were just doing not-so-hard work at the training ground kicking footballs about. In a good way, it made us want to fight on the pitch for a community, not just a football team.

         ‘It was a weird, weird chain of events, the way you heard about it straight after a game and you heard that Brighton fans were in it. I know other people were involved, but Jacob and Matt, because they were fans, and on their way to a game of football, and you’ve been playing and it was in the same area, and near the training ground – it was somehow different. The club is massive in the community and Matt actually worked here. I spoke to him a few times because he was a goalkeeper.’ 

         ‘And what hit us was driving in to training every day along that road, every day,’ Rosenior said.

         ‘To see the police response unit working from the training ground hits you in a way you can’t explain, how devastating that was to the area, to the community. To lose people in the prime of their life, who supported the club, who worked for the club, Matt and Jacob. It was a sad, sad time and we said that, as players, if we can make people just a little bit happier then that’s what we’ve got to do.’

         Stockdale felt he wanted to do more. ‘[Club ambassador and former manager] Alan Mullery said he was going to go and see the families and I said I’d like to come and see Matt’s family,’ he said. ‘That was one of the toughest times I’d been through as a footballer. I was stunned by how it affected the family. Nothing you do as a player prepares you for that, nothing.

         ‘I couldn’t do anything but if me just being there made them feel better in any way … Alan Mullery was unbelievable. He chatted about anything, he managed to keep the spirits high, looking at photos, we had a cup of tea. There were a lot of family there and I got to know Matt’s family quite well.’

         ‘That was just David as a person,’ Rosenior said.

         ‘That’s the type of people we have in the dressing room, and I don’t think that’s by accident. If you look at the work that has been put into the club in terms of identity and recruitment, there’s a massive emphasis on character, the type of player and person that you want. That is carrying us a long way.’

         
            • • •

         

         The club asked permission for a minute’s silence to be observed before the Tuesday’s Capital One Cup match away to Walsall, in which a below-strength Brighton team made a low-key exit, and the Football League went further, requesting the same mark of respect at all games in the competition that week. Stockdale had ‘Matt’ and ‘Jacob’ stitched into his goalkeeping gloves and wore their initials on his warm-up top for the next league match, away to Ipswich Town, the jersey also bearing the words ‘In memory of Matt and Jacob’ along with ‘#Together’. All the players wore black armbands.

         Amid all the emotion, the team could have been forgiven if they had given a below-par performance at Portman Road against the only team above them in the table. Instead, they put on an outstanding attacking performance in a thrilling 3–2 victory, their twenty-one efforts on goal easily eclipsing their hosts’ eight and making them deserving Championship front-runners by the final whistle.

         LuaLua continued his rich vein of scoring form with a left-foot shot across goalkeeper Dean Gerken and just inside the far post after only nine minutes, and Dale Stephens’s free kick after a foul on LuaLua two minutes later took the faintest of touches off the head of Hemed on its way into the net. With the yellow-shirted Brighton players enjoying themselves, a big win looked on, but Hünemeier had been shown a yellow card and was living dangerously so Hughton decided to withdraw him at the interval.

         Stephens saw his 20-yard shot hit a post, and a third goal then might have made it a rout, but the defence was now shaky. Dunk, on in Hünemeier’s place, got away with a handling offence that the referee failed to spot before Freddie Sears put Ipswich back in the game after Brett Pitman’s shot had come back off an upright. And after Bruno was deemed to have fouled Ryan Fraser, David McGoldrick equalised from the penalty. However, Hughton’s men came back to win it when Hemed glanced home LuaLua’s deflected cross. There could have been more goals, but the main source of delight for the travelling fans was the introduction of Zamora as a late substitute, making his first appearance for the club since May 2003.
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