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Foreword

			Heaven is closer to us than we think. The Book of Genesis describes how the earth, or the Garden of Eden, was part of God’s dwelling place. God “walked in the garden in the cool of the day” (Genesis 3:8). And He created man, whom He placed in the garden to cultivate and preserve it, from the perfect symbiosis of matter and spirit. No other being was privileged to receive the breath of God. Thus, man is the ideal “intersection” between heaven and earth. He is invited by His Creator to walk through the appropriate door that opens up the respective worlds to us in greater depth: just as we travel on our planet to explore its unique beauty, we may also explore the spaces of heaven. In Jesus Christ, we have the explicit invitation and access to do so.

			Once again, Lilo Keller invites us to let the realities of heaven come close to our hearts. They are neither distant nor abstract, and they encourage us not to escape our everyday lives, but to let them permeate us. Revelations of heaven are not trophies to be boasted about or adorned with. Lilo describes them as “expressions of the Holy Spirit, through which He places heavenly realities in our hearts and allows us to see and taste His love and compassion.” Whether you already have experience in this field of research or are still a novice, your gratitude and love for your Creator and Redeemer will grow. 

			Not only that, looking, marvelling, and inquiring into the mysteries of God will also lead to a noticeable change in your whole being.

			Getting to know the heavens is neither the privilege of a few nor a hobby for those who are interested. Jesus indicated to the scribes and the people that this was both necessary and urgent. When asked for signs, He rebuked them for being able to interpret obvious weather phenomena but not the signs of the times (see Matthew 16:1-4). Recognizing and interpreting the signs of the times on the foundation of God’s Word gives us confidence, hope, and inner stability. This alertness in the Spirit is necessary now so that neither the comforts of this world nor the terror of world events can prevent us from joining the “Army of the Dawn” and following the “Lord of hosts.”

			The heartfelt final chapter, “Blueweed,” speaks of the vulnerability, quality, and character of this woman who carried me under her heart for nine months. I am eternally grateful to her for walking a courageous and upright path for decades, inspiring many readers to follow the Lamb in love, truth, and clarity, wherever He may lead.

			Andreas Keller, Executive Director Stiftung Schleife

		

	
		
			
Endorsements

			Lilo Keller is a missionary, a sage of the everyman and woman whose hearts call to a singular life following Christ. Revelations from the Realm of Heaven is an innovation, something old and something new, extravagantly surprising, firmly rooted in Scripture, challenging conventional assumptions, and boldly venturing beyond boundaries of religious humdrum. It is a modern era classic in the ranks of Teresa of Avila. In former times the mystical life was a call to interior living and escape from the external world. But Lilo beckons us outward, bringing the unseen realm into real everyday experience to everyday people in all the world around us for Jesus’ sake. Like a skilled surgeon, her pen slides between flesh and spirit, revealing old dead organs, deep rooted superstitions, and half-truths that keep Christ at arm’s length.

			Lilo is not just a mystic; she is a religious reformer. A woman with the heart of a lion wrapped in the nature of a lamb. Exuberant, creative, accomplished, humble, straightforward, and welcoming. Lilo has found Christ, breathtakingly beautiful, powerfully personal, hearing and beholding Him from realms few dare to trod. She has forged a way in this mystery, and entering the wide spiritual world, calls us to know Him as He is, trumpet His presence, and bring Him back home. Revelations from the Realm of Heaven is the work of an apostolic woman whose fingertips have worn themselves into the ivory of her piano and drip with great drops of impartation and revelation of Father God. Through her gentle instruction, Lilo introduces us to the true and greater spiritual reality all around, and in us, a holy of holies sanctified by the blood of the Lamb, where we become a habitation of the Spirit of God as heaven and earth meet in the normal life of the believer. Lilo puts our hand in His, and we hear Him beckon, “Come up here.”

			Revelations from the Realm of Heaven is a pomegranate, a love apple, as she describes in her experience, like the Shulamite of Solomon’s love song, when hearing a knock on her bedroom door and realizing it was the door of her heart, she opened to find Jesus holding forth a pomegranate. He asked, “May I love you?” Revelations from the Realm of Heaven is His invitation, through His handmaiden, asking “May I love, embrace, equip, gird, and lead, you in ways that are higher than yours?”

			The book is a prophetic missive of apostolic insight for people groups, nations, leaders – for the church in this world – until Jesus comes in power. If you have one book to carry as a companion to the Book of books, let it be Revelations from the Realm of Heaven. My prayer is that you open to His knock, receive this little book, His love apple, bursting with epiphany, with both hands and heart wide open.

			Bonnie Chavda, Co-Founder and Sr. Pastor, All Nations Church & The Watch of the Lord, USA

		

	
		
			This book is a special journey into God’s heart, carrying wisdom that flows from heavenly encounters and fresh manna. As I read it, I felt as though I was diving into His wisdom and reflecting on the richness of the treasures found on every page. I highly recommend this book—Mama Lilo Keller has done a wonderful job expressing the deep truths hidden in the scrolls of heaven!

			Rania Sayegh, Founder and Director of House of Prayer and Exploits, Israel

		

	
		
			We live in absolutely exciting times. Perhaps never before in the history of the church of Jesus have there been so many open doors and opportunities to proclaim the gospel and spread the kingdom of God in this world as in our time. And at the same time, there are so many challenges and opportunities to stray from the path of discipleship and drift toward compromise, retreat, unbelief, or cynicism. It is precisely for “a time like this” (see Esther 4:14) that God has called us to make a decisive difference by walking our path clearly and lovingly focused on our Bridegroom, thus becoming signposts for many others and effective builders of the kingdom of God here on earth.

			However, in order to consistently follow this path “after the Lamb” to the end, we urgently need fresh “provisions” from heaven that strengthen, encourage, and give us clear vision and direction. This highly recommended book by my wonderful friend Lilo Keller is “a whole sack” of such heavenly provisions in the form of revelations and profound insights from one of the most trusted prophetic voices in the German-speaking world. It is a true treasure to be lifted up again and again and moved in the heart for all who want to fulfill their destiny as part of the bride of Christ in this special time until the end!

			Georg Karl, Founder and Leader of the Glory Life Network, Germany

		

	
		
			For over twenty-five years, I have had the privilege of journeying with my dear friend Lilo Keller in the passion of worshiping Jesus. Her deep well of wisdom, her insight, and her vibrant friendship with the Trinity – woven together with her childlike wonder – have shaped my life in ways I can’t measure. My worship, my marriage, and my daily walk with Jesus have all been touched by her love for Him.

			In each of her books, Lilo opens the door for us to step into her most sacred moments with Jesus and the Holy Trinity. It takes such courage to reveal these treasures of the heart, and she does it with only one desire – that we might be drawn into a deeper love and fiery passion for Christ. As I turned the pages of her latest work, I found myself once again swept into the heart-love of my Father, caught up in the tender and poetic romance He longs to share – not only with me, but with you too, dear reader.

			There is so much I could say about Revelations From the Realm of Heaven, but what stirs my heart most is how tenderly the Father chooses to share these encounters with those He calls His friends – the ones He knows will treasure, nurture, and faithfully release these revelations for the sake of His kingdom coming on earth.

			Lilo is one of those friends. She can be trusted to carry His secrets and pour them out to His sons and daughters with purity and love. We are all called to release His love and the healing power of His Holy Spirit – every day, to every person we meet. These revelations from Lilo’s heart will fill you with fresh courage, power and deeper faith to walk in that calling.

			Suzy Yaraei, Worship Coach, Singer, Writer, Missionary, Co-founder of KS Movement, USA 

		

	
		
			Interpreters say of the prophet Isaiah that he stood with both feet on the ground and at the same time lived with his whole being in heaven. That is exactly what I would say about Lilo Keller and her book.

			It is about the core business of our faith, about God’s total love for all people, Jesus Christ as Lamb and Bridegroom, becoming still before the Lord, recognizing and experiencing His voice and presence more and more deeply, allowing ourselves to be drawn into the ever-new work of the Holy Spirit, renewing our hearts and minds, working creatively and powerfully with God for the benefit of people and the whole world, and all this not alone, but joyfully connected with the whole church in all its forms and shades.

			Lilo Keller does not simply talk about all this. She reports from a place of genuine, deep experience, and the testimony of her entire life so far, which she has been living for some time now, attests to her central concern. In some way, she is constantly carrying the earth to heaven and heaven to earth. The two realms touch each other. Lilo lives in heaven and on earth, and she writes about it so lovingly, clearly, and powerfully that it takes the reader to these places. Our faith is encouraged and our daily practical life is inspired in all its concrete aspects. This is probably the author’s intention, perhaps most densely described in the chapter on the master class.

			This book belongs to the precious genre of spiritual literature that I greatly appreciate and that we so badly need. It is based entirely on Holy Scripture, the Bible, and it is central to Lilo’s concern that her book does not go beyond this all-sustaining foundation. At the same time, it contains things that surprise me, that challenge me, and that is good. We experience our faith differently, and that is also part of it and makes up the beautiful diversity of the Christian heritage and reflects the greatness and goodness of our God.

			What stands out again and again, and like a basso continuo accompanies and carries everything, is the worship of God. This most beautiful, though most contested, thing unfolds step-by-step in this book. The author has not shied away from investing her whole life in worship in all its forms. Anyone who has ever given themselves over to worship will understand that this opens up wonderful depths and at the same time involves a great deal of suffering and struggle. But because, according to Lilo, the Holy Spirit always helps us to continue worshipping in spite of everything, our worship that is often weak brings us closer to the Lord. And this is perhaps what changes things most, which is why Lilo hears Jesus say in the chapter “The Mushroom Cloud”: “Those who worship Me drive away darkness and make room for My creative, renewing, healing, and protective light.”

			Isaiah, mentioned at the beginning, had a decisive influence on the political events of his day and did much to help his people Israel and the surrounding nations. I wish the same for this book. We need it today at least as much as in the harsh times of the prophet.

			Hansjörg Kägi, Rev. Dr. theol., Lecturer, Switzerland

		

	
		
			
Preface

			In these chapters, you, dear reader, look through a kaleidoscope into a world of powerful messages that God has entrusted to me for encouragement, strengthening, and guidance. This reflects the love and faithfulness of God for His people and His world, which I have seen and experienced in words, images, and prophetic visions.

			The order is deliberately thematic and not chronological, because I have tried to put timeless words from past years into context.

			For decades, I have felt an urgent knocking of the Holy Spirit to enter into a community of love and government with the Father in heaven through Jesus Christ. In doing so, my heart’s desire is to awaken an understanding that revelation is not an end in itself, but is a tool from heaven to help us hear His voice, judge circumstances through the eyes of a loving Father, and be witnesses of His glory that are guided by the Holy Spirit.

			My prayer is that the sound of heaven will encourage, heal, and draw you deeper into the eternal worship of the Triune God.

			Lilo Keller

		

	
		
			Chapter One

			
“I Am Knocking – May I Love You?”

			

Surely many of us have noticed amid the great upheavals that have now reached every country on earth, God’s presence is noticeably increasing in many churches and groups. People are once again asking about God, and even among believers there is a great hunger and thirst for more of God. It is as if the Word of God is reading the reader and not the other way around. Many of my friends, seasoned Christians, are having the same experiences as me during this time. In response to our request that God’s power increase and cover our countries like a flood, the Holy Spirit is first doing a deep work in our hearts. False motives are being exposed, secret idols revealed, and hidden wounds healed.

			I notice how this allows a new revelation of God’s fatherly love to flow, leading to the inner certainty that we, as sons and daughters of God, are loved with the same love with which the Father loved Jesus (see John 17:26). This is a revolutionary insight which, when it reaches our hearts and does not simply remain in our minds, enables us to enter “into the rest of God” with our whole being, in order to do, but also to refrain from doing, what love teaches us.

			During the summer months, I heard a knock on my bedroom door three times during the night. Each time, I got up and opened the door, expecting Jesus or an angel to visit me. When no one was there the third time, I realized that it was about opening the door of my heart to Jesus for a new, deeper kind of communion with Him, which I then did.

			“Behold, I stand at the door and knock. If anyone hears my voice and opens the door, I will come in to him and eat with him, and he with me” (Revelation 3:20).

			“May I Love You?”

			To my great surprise, Jesus came to me during a time of worship. I saw in my spirit that He was carrying something in His hand, but I couldn’t see what it was. When Jesus stood in front of me, He looked at me lovingly and handed me a pomegranate, ­asking, “May I love you?”

			I was so overwhelmed by this question that only a sobbing “yes” came out of me. As if Jesus had been waiting for this “yes,” His presence overshadowed me with a deep peace, and He spoke to me: “I am here for you, and you are here for Me! I have prepared you for this time!”

			My heart almost burst with this love, which is basically incomprehensible to the mind, but so overwhelming that it almost hurts. However, I understood that Jesus was challenging me with His question and the pomegranate He had brought with Him to allow unknown aspects, new experiences, and consequences of His love. The apostolic prayer from the Epistle to the Ephesians became a precious companion for me:

			
“For this reason I bow my knees before the Father, from whom every family in heaven and on earth is named, that according to the riches of his glory he may grant you to be strengthened with power through his Spirit in your inner being, so that Christ may dwell in your ­hearts through faith – that you, being rooted and grounded in love, may have strength to comprehend with all the saints what is the breadth and length and height and depth, and to know the love of Christ that surpasses knowledge, that you may be filled with all the fullness of God” (Ephesians 3:14-19).


			Pomegranates – A Symbol of Love

			I am moved that Jesus chose a love apple to win my heart and motivate me to continue the process of being transformed into His image and being rooted and grounded in His love. The pomegranate is generally a symbol of love, passion, and emotion. The Hebrew word for pomegranate is rimon, which also includes the aspect of “rising up, exalt, and being exalted.”

			The Lord Jesus, to whom the Father has given a name above all other names, stands before us, His bride, hands us a love apple and asks:

			
					May I love you with all My passion, with all My emotions, with all that I am and have?

					May I embrace you and lead you into My perfect love?

					May My love equip you with My strength that I can “put you on” like a glove?

					May I gird you with My love and lead you in My ways, which are higher than yours?

			

			It is interesting to note that two hundred pomegranates were engraved on the two pillars of Solomon’s temple. They were also placed on the top of the two pillars. The right pillar was called Jachin, which means “He will establish!” I believe that Jesus, as the temple of the Holy Spirit within us, strengthens His identity of love in such a way that we understand: He is our identity!

			The left pillar was called Boaz, which means “In him is strength!” God becomes our strength, and this awareness allows us to rest in the truth that the “battles of God” cannot be fought by army or strength, but by His Spirit (see Zechariah 4:6).

			The Seeds of the Pomegranate

			I don’t know if you have ever tried to pierce the beautiful but tough skin of a pomegranate to get to the seeds and pulp. It takes some skill! The seeds are very high in vitamin C and are extremely healthy and energizing.

			The Word of God is just like that: full of energy, full of encouragement, full of living substance from heaven that nourishes us. When we take God’s Word, His promises and prophetic assurances into our hearts like seeds, we have His promise that a tree will grow from them, in whose branches the birds of the sky can nest (see Matthew 13:32).

			It is worth overcoming any resistance that prevents us from believing in God’s love. It takes courage and a clear decision to leave behind old disappointments, difficult circumstances, and hardened hearts due to hurt, to forgive, to let go, and to start anew. It means, in other words, valuing the voice of love within us more than our feelings in the present moment. The reward will be sweet fellowship with Jesus, which will make us forget all our afflictions and open the door for us to move in the spaces of the Spirit (see Colossians 3:1-3).

			Royal and Priestly Authority and Dignity

			Pomegranates were also attached to the hem of the priests’ garments for service in the sanctuary:

			
“On the hem of the robe they made pomegranates of blue and purple and scarlet yarns and fine twined linen. They also made bells of pure gold, and put the bells between the pomegranates all around the hem of the robe, between the pomegranates – a bell and a pomegranate, a bell and a pomegranate around the hem of the robe for ministering, as the Lord had commanded Moses” (Exodus 39:24-26).


			Blue and purple represent priestly dignity, imperial and royal power, and majesty. But the colors blue and red also stand for revelation, for the love and blood of Jesus. In the New Covenant, we are called as a chosen people to reign as kings and priests on earth. This means that we are to carry out God’s plans on this earth by doing the works we see Him doing, in the power and dependence of our Father in heaven.

			“Worthy are you to take the scroll and to open its seals, for you were slain, and by your blood you ransomed people for God from every tribe and language and people and nation, and you have made them a kingdom and priests to our God, and they shall reign on the earth” (Revelation 5:9-10).

			According to tradition, bells or small bells were attached to the high priest’s robe so that the people could hear by their sound whether he was performing his duties in the Holy of Holies. No one could come near the holy God without dying. Only on this one day of the year was the high priest allowed to enter the Holy of Holies to make atonement for his sins and those of the people.

			The Story of the Bells

			When Geri and I were spending a few months in Moravian Falls, North Carolina, USA, to be alone with God, I was sitting in my little prophet’s room on the ground floor one day, waiting. Suddenly, I heard a very loud ringing, like church bells. I got up and went to the door to hear where the sound was coming from. But there was only silence. This happened twice, but I could only hear the sound in the room. With this mystery, I went to Bob Jones, my prophet father, and asked him about what I had experienced. His answer was: “What you hear is the Lord Jesus, the High Priest, walking over His land and proclaiming His love, His perfect salvation, His reign, and His coming!”

			The fact that the Lord of heaven and earth is passing through our lands and nations in all the birth pangs of His coming and filling the air with His sound fills me with excitement. What the pomegranates and bells symbolize – God’s love, passion, and ability to bear fruit, as well as the sound of heaven that carries the priestly, kingly anointing – comes together in Him. At the same time, as His heirs, we are destined to be such bells and, in full awareness of our status as bearers of His sound, His love, and His character, to represent Him in our lives.

			“How beautiful upon the mountains are the feet of him who brings good news, who publishes peace, who brings good news of happiness, who publishes salvation, who says to Zion, ‘Your God reigns’” (Isaiah 52:7).

			The Hem of Jesus’ Garment

			It was not only the woman with the issue of blood who was healed when she touched the hem of Jesus’ garment (see Matthew 9:20). In Matthew 14:36, we read that all who touched Him were immediately healed. Now is a special time of grace to touch the hem of Jesus’ garment. In other words, it is a time to come into contact with God’s presence and power and – no matter what area of our lives we need it – to hear Jesus say, “My daughter, My son, your faith has helped you!”

			
“In the year that King Uzziah died I saw the Lord sitting upon a throne, high and lifted up; and the train of his robe filled the temple. Above him stood the seraphim. Each had six wings: with two he covered his face, and with two he covered his feet, and with two he flew. And one called to another and said: ‘Holy, holy, holy is the Lord of hosts; the whole earth is full of his glory!’ And the foundations of the thresholds shook at the voice of him who called, and the house was filled with smoke” (Isaiah 6:1-4).


			I believe that God wants to renew our thoughts with regard to His abiding, experiential presence. For when the hem of His garment fills the “throne room of our hearts,” we can experience new dimensions opening up for us in the Spirit. Divine order is established and our hearts become holy ground. Our worship unites with the angels, and with them we cry out and prophesy with all our hearts: “Holy, holy, holy is the Lord of hosts; the whole earth is full of his glory!”

			The Holy Spirit is passionately committed to leading us, as the bride of Jesus, ever deeper into this union with Him. Then the thresholds of our hearts, as well as those of our meeting places, will tremble under the manifest glory of God, and the Holy Spirit will release the Father’s love like a river. In this river is life, freedom, health, and revelation. The day is near, let us allow ourselves to be loved by Him!

			I would like to conclude with a declaration of love from Jesus, based on verses from chapter 4 of the Song of Songs:

			“You have stolen my heart, my sister, my beloved, you have stolen my heart with one glance of your eyes. You have grown like a garden of pomegranates. May I come into your garden and love you?”

		

	
		
			Chapter Two

			
Jesus Waits in a Sea of Roses

			

About six months after my husband’s death, during the grieving process, thoughts and images of accusation arose in me. I was reminded of moments in the past when I had not loved enough in our relationship, when I had not seen things clearly, when I had been overwhelmed and proud, or when I had been at the end of my strength. I felt a deep sense of loss and loneliness inside me.

			In tears, I fled to the Lord and poured out my heart to Him. As I lingered before Him in my despair, I suddenly saw in my spirit Jesus coming toward me with His chest torn open and simply taking me into His arms. His love, mercy, and comfort flowed into me, and I was able to receive forgiveness and let go. Grief, self-accusation, failure, and overwhelmingness lost their power, and peace returned. I found a new “yes” to all my ­limitations and, with that, a deep dependence on His satisfying grace.

			When I opened my eyes again, Jesus had transported me to a large field of bright red roses. As described in the chapter “I Am Knocking – May I Love You?”, Jesus took another love apple from His robe and divided it in two. He gave one half to me and kept the other for Himself, and began to put the seeds from His half into my mouth. And I did the same as a matter of course, giving Him some of my seeds to eat. Holy ground!

			Precious is the comfort that Jesus has in store for us, and blessed are those who allow themselves to be carried away by the spirit of comfort on the journey to happiness, which is to be found in the supernatural peace of God.

			“Blessed are those who mourn, for they shall be comforted” (Matthew 5:4).

			“Behold, for my comfort my soul was in my distress; for in all my going you have heard me, and you have not forsaken me” (Isaiah 38:17).

			The Mission of Those Who Are Comforted

			In His first public sermon in Nazareth, Jesus referred to a prophecy that Isaiah had proclaimed about Him almost seven hundred years before His appearance on earth:

			“The Spirit of the Lord God is upon me, because the Lord has anointed me to bring good news to the poor; he has sent me to bind up the brokenhearted, to proclaim ­liberty to the captives, and the opening of the prison to those who are bound; to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor, and the day of vengeance of our God; to comfort all who mourn; to grant to those who mourn in Zion – to give them a beautiful headdress instead of ashes, the oil of gladness instead of mourning, the garment of praise instead of a faint spirit; that they may be called oaks of righteousness, the planting of the Lord, that he may be glorified” (Isaiah 61:1-3).

			The greatest happiness of those who are comforted is that they are empowered by Jesus to pass on the comfort they have ­received. This comfort is not empty words, but is lived through, authentic, and helpful. It awakens hope and opens doors for the future.

			“Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of mercies and God of all comfort, who comforts us in all our affliction, so that we may be able to comfort those who are in any affliction, with the comfort with which we ourselves are comforted by God” (2 Corinthians 1:3-4).

			The Higher Way

			We live in a time when many people suffer from despair, meaninglessness, and weariness of life. The news and bad tidings that reach us every day can completely dominate our thoughts and feelings. This leads to feeling overwhelmed, which is often compounded by conflicting opinions on personal, political, ecological, and theological issues that deeply unsettle us. We then either fall silent, condemn the other opinion, or embark on “the higher path!”

			I believe that the “higher path” that Jesus showed us is a path of reconciled hearts – even when we disagree. It is the path of love, which is slow to speak, quick to forgive, and steadfast in faithfulness. Jesus wants to teach us this path, which can only be walked in the power and anointing of the Holy Spirit.

			Jesus gave us the anointing of the Holy Spirit so that, as comforted, transformed, new people, we might let the light of His being shine through us. Martin Bühlmann, a friend of mine, once said that we should “radiate” Him. In this sense, the turbulence and challenges must serve us for the best, so that our innermost being can comprehend and accept the almost unbelievable yet true fact that through Him we are now enabled and equipped to live out His kingdom on this earth. Let us be transformed so that we can remain in Him and the anointing can rest permanently on us, for “as he is so also are we in this world” (1 John 4:17).

			One last thought on this: In Song of Songs 8, the mature bride speaks of the certainty of her status and inheritance in her bridegroom. The image she had of herself was “adjusted.” She knows that “the bridegroom is captured by her flowing curls” (see Song of Songs 7:6). She rests unshakably in her election, but also in her calling to live no longer for herself, but through God’s favor as a servant to others.

			The Rose Field and Seeds of Love

			In the language of love, red roses have a very special meaning and are a symbol of belonging and fidelity. Natural, healthy roses have thorns, and so part of God’s love is the crown of thorns, death, mourning, suffering, and resurrection into new dimensions of His love – crucified, buried, resurrected, ascended, and seated with Jesus in heavenly places.

			Our Father in heaven wants to make His church, the bride for His Son, beautiful, even in and through the sufferings that we cannot avoid. This beauty consists in dependence, admiration, and devotion to the One who is in the midst of all suffering and is already waiting for us with His comfort.

			I believe that it is no coincidence that Jesus shared the seeds of the apple of love with me in the middle of the rose field. Visions, images, visitations, and trances are not trophies with which we can boast or adorn ourselves. They are expressions of the Holy Spirit, with which He places heavenly realities in our hearts and allows us to see and taste His love and compassion. They serve to root and ground us in His love.

			They are seeds, truths of His lavish love, planted in the soil of our hearts, already bearing within them the promise that they will grow into a tree with the potential to bear thirty, sixty, and a hundredfold fruit. These kinds of experiential and transforming encounters with God often contain the enlisting and essence of our calling. They belong to us as a treasure that unfolds more and more and whose value we come to know better and better. It is the path from glory to glory and from strength to strength.

			On this path, in glorious moments and deep valleys, we learn to “see the Lord”! Then we cannot help but give Him back seeds of admiration, worship, and thanksgiving. Even the seeds of tears and the sacrifice of thanksgiving, when there is naturally nothing left to be thankful for, are seeds that express our trust in His good and perfect ways.

		

	
		
			Chapter Three

			
A Call to Renew Our Covenant with God

			

A night vision in the early morning of Yom Kippur 2024:

			I am walking with Jesus in my garden. Many blooming roses, ­shrubs, herbs, and beautiful green plants are growing there. Small streams are flowing… After a while, we sit down next to each other on a bench. Jesus says to me, “You may come a little closer!” I move closer and closer to Him. When Jesus unexpectedly stands up, He takes me in His arms like a child and continues on a new path that I have never walked before, but which obviously also belongs to my garden.

			From my comfortable position, I can see that we are walking through a marshy area. While I feel completely safe, I see His feet sinking into the mud. It doesn’t seem to be a problem for Jesus. After the marshy section, He puts me back on my feet and we walk on in silence for a short while.

			After a while, we come to a romantic house whose front is completely covered with plants. The doors of the archway, surrounded by climbing roses, open by themselves as we approach. Together we step into the house. My eyes have to adjust to the “cave-like” entrance hall. But we don’t linger there. Jesus leads me down a staircase and says with a smile, “I’m going to show you My wine cellar.”

			Once there, He takes a bottle from a huge wall full of fine wines and says, “I would like to drink a glass of fine old wine with you!” Jesus shows me the bottle and asks me what year I can see on the label. To my amazement, I see the year 1291 and reply excitedly, “That’s the year the Swiss Confederation was founded!” He smiles contentedly.
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