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In "The Art of War," Sun Tzu presents a timeless treatise on military strategy and tactics, blending philosophy with practical guidance on warfare. The text is notable for its profound insights into the nature of conflict, with principles that extend beyond the battlefield to encompass various aspects of life and leadership. Written in a succinct and aphoristic style, each chapter elucidates strategies relevant to deception, planning, and the importance of adaptability, all while emphasizing the psychological dimensions of warfare. As a foundational work in the genre of military strategy, it retains relevance in contemporary contexts, such as business, sports, and personal development. Sun Tzu, an ancient Chinese general and military strategist during the Eastern Zhou period, drew upon his extensive knowledge of warfare, philosophy, and governance to compose this influential work. Historians suggest that his experiences on the battlefield and profound understanding of human nature imbue the text with its enduring wisdom. The philosophical underpinnings of Daoism and Confucianism resonate throughout his teachings, advocating for strategic foresight and moral justification in the pursuit of success. "The Art of War" is essential reading for anyone interested in strategic thought, leadership, and conflict resolution. Its concise yet impactful insights challenge readers to reconsider their approaches to competition and conflict in all areas of life. This book not only serves as a strategic guide but also offers rich philosophical reflections that continue to inspire leaders and thinkers across disciplines. In this enriched edition, we have carefully created added value for your reading experience: - A succinct Introduction situates the work's timeless appeal and themes. - The Synopsis outlines the central plot, highlighting key developments without spoiling critical twists. - A detailed Historical Context immerses you in the era's events and influences that shaped the writing. - An Author Biography reveals milestones in the author's life, illuminating the personal insights behind the text. - A thorough Analysis dissects symbols, motifs, and character arcs to unearth underlying meanings. - Reflection questions prompt you to engage personally with the work's messages, connecting them to modern life. - Hand‐picked Memorable Quotes shine a spotlight on moments of literary brilliance. - Interactive footnotes clarify unusual references, historical allusions, and archaic phrases for an effortless, more informed read.
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In "The Rise of Rail-Power in War and Conquest, 1833-1914," Edwin A. Pratt meticulously examines the transformative role of railways in shaping military strategies and the outcomes of conflicts during the 19th and early 20th centuries. Through a detailed analysis characterized by rigorous research and a compelling narrative style, Pratt illuminates how rail power revolutionized the logistics of warfare, enabling rapid troop mobilization and supply chain advancements. This work situates itself within the broader context of industrialization and imperial expansion, revealing the intricate connections between technological innovation and the geopolitics of the era. Edwin A. Pratt, a notable historian and author, possesses a keen understanding of the interplay between technology and social change, informed by his background in engineering and military history. His insights have often stemmed from personal experiences during a time of significant global conflict, which undoubtedly influenced his perspective on the symbiotic relationship between rail transport and military operations. Through this lens, Pratt articulates the pivotal moments when railways became not just infrastructure, but mechanisms of power. Readers interested in the intersections of military history and technological advancement will find "The Rise of Rail-Power in War and Conquest" to be an invaluable resource. Combining thorough research with engaging storytelling, Pratt's work invites scholars and enthusiasts alike to reconsider the significance of railways in shaping not only wars but the very fabric of modern society. In this enriched edition, we have carefully created added value for your reading experience: - Hand‐picked Memorable Quotes shine a spotlight on moments of literary brilliance. - Interactive footnotes clarify unusual references, historical allusions, and archaic phrases for an effortless, more informed read.
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Excellent Women, a seminal work in the canon of 20th-century British literature, artfully intertwines elements of social commentary and character study within its narrative. Set in the post-World War II era, the novel delves into the lives of women navigating a patriarchal society, exploring themes of independence, societal expectation, and personal identity. Written in a sharp, observational style characteristic of its literary context, the book juxtaposes the mundane with the profound, often using wit and irony to critique the status quo. The protagonist, Millicent, embodies the tensions of 'excellent women''Äîthose who excel in their roles yet grapple with their own desires for fulfillment beyond domestic spheres. Authored by Barbara Pym, a notable figure in English literature, Excellent Women reflects her own experiences and observations as a single woman in a male-dominated literary world. Pym'Äôs keen insights were shaped by her extensive academic background, particularly her studies in anthropology, which equipped her with a profound understanding of human relationships. Throughout her life, Pym drew inspiration from her encounters with various social circles, infusing her narrative with authenticity and depth. This novel is highly recommended for those seeking to explore the complexities of gender roles and societal standards in mid-20th century Britain. Pym'Äôs deft characterizations and subtle humor invite readers to reflect on the nuances of everyday life, making Excellent Women a compelling read for scholars and casual readers alike.
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In 'The Man in the Queue,' Josephine Tey introduces readers to a compelling mystery imbued with rich characterization and an exploration of societal norms in early 20th-century England. The narrative unfolds when a man is murdered in a queue outside a theater, thrusting Inspector Alan Grant into a labyrinthine investigation where the public's perceptions and prejudices become critical to solving the crime. Tey's skilled use of dialogue and vivid descriptions paints a lively backdrop, while her innovative plotting invites readers to grapple with themes of justice and morality, establishing this work as a trailblazer in the detective fiction genre. Josephine Tey, a prominent figure in the crime literature sphere, was known for her keen psychological insight and ability to weave historical context into her narratives. Her background as an accomplished playwright undoubtedly contributed to her narrative flair, while her personal experiences with social dynamics would have sharpened her understanding of human behavior. 'The Man in the Queue' showcases her ability to comment on the intricate web of social interactions, revealing the interplay between individual motives and collective assumptions. This novel is recommended for readers who appreciate intricate plots laced with social commentary and character depth. Tey's debut not only engages with suspenseful storytelling but also provides a fascinating lens through which to examine societal constructs of her era. A must-read for mystery aficionados and scholars of literature alike.
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In "A Writer's Diary," Virginia Woolf presents a rich tapestry of her reflections on the writing process, weaving together personal insights and literary musings that illuminate the struggles and joys of the creative endeavor. Written with her characteristic stream-of-consciousness style, this collection showcases Woolf's profound understanding of the artistic psyche and the intricacies of literary craftsmanship. Set against the backdrop of early 20th-century modernism, the diary entries reveal Woolf's engagement with contemporary thought, as she grapples with themes of identity, gender, and the complexities of narrative form. Virginia Woolf, a central figure in modernist literature, was not only an accomplished novelist but also a keen observer of her own creative journey. The diary entries span a period of significant literary evolution, offering readers a glimpse into the mind of a writer who sought to challenge societal norms and elevate the voice of women in literature. Her own struggles with mental health and the constraints of her time shaped her perspectives, providing depth to her reflections on both the art of writing and its implications for personal and societal truth. "A Writer's Diary" is an essential read for anyone interested in the mechanics of writing and the inner workings of a literary genius. Woolf's poignant observations resonate with both aspiring writers and seasoned professionals, making this work a timeless exploration of creativity that encourages readers to ponder their own artistic journeys. In this enriched edition, we have carefully created added value for your reading experience: - A succinct Introduction situates the work's timeless appeal and themes. - The Synopsis outlines the central plot, highlighting key developments without spoiling critical twists. - A detailed Historical Context immerses you in the era's events and influences that shaped the writing. - An Author Biography reveals milestones in the author's life, illuminating the personal insights behind the text. - A thorough Analysis dissects symbols, motifs, and character arcs to unearth underlying meanings. - Reflection questions prompt you to engage personally with the work's messages, connecting them to modern life. - Hand‐picked Memorable Quotes shine a spotlight on moments of literary brilliance. - Interactive footnotes clarify unusual references, historical allusions, and archaic phrases for an effortless, more informed read.

Start Reading Now! (Ad)





Sun Tzu


THE ART OF WAR (Giles Translation)

Enriched edition. Timeless Wisdom on Strategy and Warfare

In this enriched edition, we have carefully created added value for your reading experience.

[image: ]

Introduction, Studies and Commentaries by Noah Sterling

Edited and published by Good Press, 2023


goodpress@okpublishing.info



    EAN 8596547680093
  



SUN TZU ON THE ART OF WAR



THE OLDEST MILITARY TREATISE IN THE WORLD



Translated from the Chinese with Introduction and Critical Notes BY



LIONEL GILES, M.A.



Assistant in the Department of Oriental Printed Books and MSS. in the British Museum First Published in 1910



—————————————————————————— To my brother

  Captain Valentine Giles, R.G.

  in the hope that

  a work 2400 years old

  may yet contain lessons worth consideration

  by the soldier of today

  this translation

  is affectionately dedicated.



  ——————————————————————————









Introduction


Table of Contents



"All warfare is based on deception," writes Sun Tzu in his timeless masterpiece, The Art of War. This powerful declaration encapsulates the essence of strategy, revealing the intricate interplay of mind, maneuver, and motivation in the theater of battle. At once a guide for military leaders and a philosophical examination of strategy, Sun Tzu’s words resonate far beyond the battlefield, resonating in contexts ranging from personal conflict to corporate strategy and beyond. The teachings of Sun Tzu inspire us to consider how tactics, preparation, and insight can dictate the outcomes of countless situations in life, making this ancient text strikingly relevant today.

The Art of War stands as a monumental work in the canon of literature, securing its status as a classic that outlives its original historical context. Written in the 5th century BC, during the tumultuous Warring States period of ancient China, it is a synthesis of military thought that has influenced generations of leaders, strategists, and thinkers across the globe. Its impact is felt not only in military literature but has permeated disciplines such as political theory, business, and philosophy. Consequently, the text remains a cornerstone of strategic literature, emphasizing the artful blend of wisdom and pragmatism that defines effective leadership.

Authored by Sun Tzu, a military strategist and tactician, The Art of War emerged over two millennia ago as a comprehensive treatise on warfare. The text is traditionally attributed to Sun Tzu, although many contributors likely contributed over generations, reflecting the military strategies and philosophies of the time. It encompasses 13 chapters, each concentrating on different aspects of warfare, such as planning, tactics, terrain, and the psychological nuances of conflict. Sun Tzu’s goal was not simply to provide a manual for combat; he sought to instill a deeper understanding of the principles guiding successful engagements, emphasizing the importance of adaptability and foresight.

During an era fraught with instability and armed conflict, Sun Tzu’s reflections were guided by real-world experiences that shaped the turbulent landscape of ancient China. The text is stripped of unnecessary embellishments, focusing on delivering powerful insights that transcend time and locale. This clarity has enabled The Art of War to serve multiple purposes beyond the traditional battlefield; it has meaningfully informed personal development, diplomatic relations, and business strategies. Such versatility in application has ushered its teachings into the modern age, solidifying its role as a foundational work that bridges the gap between ancient wisdom and contemporary action.

At its core, The Art of War invites a deeper contemplation of conflict and strategy through its provocative assertions. Sun Tzu's approach emphasizes that the successful outcome of any endeavor relies heavily on a series of key principles, including knowledge of oneself, the enemy, and the environment. Throughout the discourse, he encourages readers to contemplate the importance of careful planning, the inevitability of change, and the value of adaptability. These themes expose the sophisticated layers of human interaction and decision-making, urging contemplation well beyond the context of war into our daily lives and pursuits.

While many readers initially approach The Art of War with a focus on military application, a closer examination reveals that its wisdom extends well into leadership and management practices. As businesses grapple with competition, rapid technological changes, and evolving markets, the principles Sun Tzu articulates about preparation, strategy, and adaptability ultimately guide contemporary leaders. The parallels between warfare and corporate strategy are profound, thus making Sun Tzu’s reflections strikingly pertinent for modern executives and entrepreneurs attempting to navigate complex dynamics in their respective fields.

Moreover, The Art of War serves as a philosophical inquiry into the nature of conflict itself. It compels readers to reconsider aggressiveness versus passivity, strength versus flexibility, and victory versus defeat. As one delves deeper into the text, it becomes abundantly clear that Sun Tzu champions the notion of winning without combat—strategies that rely on psychological insight and cunning rather than mere force. This approach emphasizes the necessity of intellectual rigor and emotional intelligence, offering illuminated pathways to achieve one’s objectives.

The enduring appeal of The Art of War also lies in its ability to provoke debate and introspection. Scholars, military historians, and practitioners all juxtapose their interpretations of Sun Tzu's concepts, leading to an evolving conversation about strategy's relevance across ages. Fresh insights resonate with each new reading, illustrating the text's pliability and richness. Individuals from diverse backgrounds find resonance in different elements of the work, ensuring that its teachings adapt to contemporary contexts, affirming the relevance and urgency of its principles in various societal structures.

The Art of War’s impact can be traced across a vast array of disciplines—politics, sports, and even personal relationships have adopted its principles. Political leaders throughout history have recognized the significance of Sun Tzu’s teachings, applying them to diplomacy and national strategy. Athletes strategize their training and performance levels influenced by these insights, considering their rivals' strengths and weaknesses as they prepare for competition. Such diverse applications reflect the deeply embedded truths about human nature and conflict that Sun Tzu adeptly captured, lending timeless wisdom to varied scenarios.

Understanding the timelessness of The Art of War also requires acknowledging its cultural and historical significance. It has survived numerous translations and interpretations, each shedding light on different dimensions of its core themes. In the West, the text has crossed cultural boundaries, becoming a prized reference for business executives and military strategists alike. The pedigree of The Art of War is marked with respect, and its lessons are referenced in academic corridors, boardrooms, and even everyday discourse, illustrating its vital role in shaping strategic thinking across contexts.

As we engage with The Art of War, it is unavoidable to notice its succinct prose and encapsulated wisdom. The concise yet profound nature of Sun Tzu’s writing makes it easily digestible while offering layers of depth upon reflection. Each maxim resonates with clarity, prompting readers to ponder the implications of these insights in various facets of their own lives. This accessibility allows the text to transcend barriers—language, culture, and academic discipline—demonstrating the fundamental realities of human experience and interaction.

Sun Tzu invites readers to recognize that effective strategy is more art than science, requiring creativity, insight, and an understanding of the prevailing conditions. He argues that success demands not just preparation and strength but also the mental acuity to perceive the shifting dynamics of conflict situations. This emphasis on the fluid nature of warfare—as well as the need to adapt one’s strategies—directly challenges the idea of relying solely on predefined tactics, strengthening its relevance in today’s unpredictable environment.

In our examination of The Art of War, we encounter a work rich with metaphors that extend beyond martial discipline. For instance, ‘shaping the battlefield’ can be interpreted in the context of influencing relationships or creating favorable conditions for negotiation. These layers of interpretation reflect a broader thesis: life, much like war, requires strategy, foresight, and an understanding of dynamics that govern human interactions. This metaphorical reflection enhances the text’s richness, ensuring its enduring influence for future generations to engage with and learn from.

Through countless iterations and adaptations across cultures, The Art of War has proven its adaptability. Each reader, whether a military officer, a corporate executive, or a student of philosophy, finds their own meaning within its text. The deliberate ambiguity allows multiple interpretations, making it an essential source of wisdom that can contribute uniquely to each individual’s understanding of conflict and resolution. This personalization of meaning enables readers to glean insights applicable to vastly different scenarios while maintaining the integrity of Sun Tzu’s original message.

The recurring emphasis on psychological and emotional intelligence in The Art of War underscores its value in a world increasingly contemplating mental acuity alongside intellectual strategies. Sun Tzu reminds us to focus on understanding ourselves and our adversaries, emphasizing the art of reading situations and relationships. This awareness offers profound relevance in today’s interconnected world, where a comprehensive grasp of human dynamics is critical for successful navigation across competitive and collaborative arenas alike.

In conclusion, the eternal relevance of The Art of War lies in its profound insights into strategy, conflict, and the human condition. It drives us to question our approaches to success, urging us to consider the value of careful planning, mental flexibility, and knowledge of both ourselves and our circumstances. The text provides readers with a toolkit for engaging effectively with challenges, particularly in an age defined by rapid change and uncertainty. The Art of War ultimately champions wisdom as the highest virtue—an essential reminder for anyone vested in achieving their goals within the complexities of life.

As readers embark on their journey with The Art of War, they are invited to sift through Sun Tzu's age-old wisdom, translating it into their modern endeavors. Sun Tzu’s principles are not just confined to physical confrontations; they challenge us to explore the nature of our ambitions, the strategies we employ, and the ethical ramifications of our decisions. Thus, this text remains an invaluable resource that bridges history and contemporary thought, enabling us to parse through complex situations in pursuit of victory, harmony, and understanding.
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The Art of War, attributed to the ancient Chinese military strategist Sun Tzu, is a seminal text on warfare, strategy, and leadership. Comprising thirteen chapters, the book emphasizes the importance of strategy in conflict and the necessity of adaptability to changing circumstances. It is significant not only in the realm of military thought but also in contemporary applications like business and personal development. Sun Tzu's insights have transcended time and culture, making the text relevant for any situation where strategy and competition play pivotal roles.

In the opening chapters, Sun Tzu discusses the importance of planning and preparation before engaging in warfare. He argues that knowledge of oneself and the enemy is crucial for success. Understanding the terrain, weather, and the morale of one’s troops should inform any strategy. The book emphasizes that all warfare is based on deception; therefore, presenting false information can lead one to victory. This principle highlights the psychological dimension of conflict, where the capability to mislead can dictate outcomes.

As the text progresses, Sun Tzu delves deeper into tactical formations and maneuvers. He provides insights into the effective use of various combat strategies, such as the importance of adaptability to changing battle conditions. Attention to the details of troop movement and positioning is vital. The excerpt presents famous concepts like the strategic high ground, reinforcing the notion that the physical battlefield is shaped by intelligence and status, making proper deployment critical to success in combat.

Furthermore, the book discusses the importance of leadership in times of war. Sun Tzu articulates that a successful commander exemplifies virtues like wisdom, sincerity, and courage. Such leaders foster loyalty and discipline among their troops. He emphasizes that a leader must not only strategize effectively but also inspire and maintain morale among soldiers. The human element in warfare becomes evident as Sun Tzu argues that the relationship between commanders and soldiers can significantly influence the outcome of engagements.

In another pivotal section, Sun Tzu addresses the significance of flexibility in strategy. He warns against rigid plans, urging commanders to adapt to real-time developments on the battlefield. The principle of 'winning without fighting' is introduced, promoting the idea that understanding when to engage or withdraw can lead to more favorable outcomes. This fluidity is critical in achieving victory with minimal conflict, reflecting the wisdom in using force selectively and strategically.

The later chapters emphasize the role of espionage in warfare, asserting that knowledge gleaned from spies provides a significant advantage. Sun Tzu outlines different types of spies and the essential methodologies for acquiring intelligence on the enemy's strengths and weaknesses. This information directly impacts decisions made in the heat of battle. The discussion on espionage highlights a theme throughout the book: that insight and wisdom often outweigh brute force in achieving strategic objectives.

Throughout The Art of War, Sun Tzu illustrates various historical examples, reinforcing his principles with practical applications. Each chapter builds on previous discussions, culminating in a comprehensive guide that integrates philosophy with military practice. The book is not merely a manual for combat; it serves as a philosophical treatise that elucidates broader concepts of conflict, making its teachings applicable to various facets of life that require strategic thinking.

Ultimately, The Art of War imparts significant lessons on the nature of conflict. Its primary message underscores the idea that all conflicts can be resolved through strategic planning, understanding, and adaptability. Sun Tzu's insights highlight the importance of mental acuity and foresight, encouraging individuals to seek understanding over aggression. This perspective positions strategy as an art form that balances offense and defense, illuminating the complexities of human interactions in competitive environments.

In conclusion, The Art of War has endured as a critical source of wisdom for leaders across various fields. Its lessons maintain relevance in modern contexts, ranging from corporate strategies to personal development. By advocating for a thoughtful, informed, and adaptable approach to challenges, Sun Tzu's teachings resonate through the ages, serving as a reminder that success often hinges on the mental and strategic acumen of the individual rather than sheer might.
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Attributed to the ancient Chinese strategist Sun Tzu and generally dated to the late Spring and Autumn or early Warring States period (around the 5th century BC), the work reflects an era in which the weakening of Zhou central authority gave rise to competing states. Frequent warfare, shifting alliances and the breakdown of feudal bonds heightened the value placed on military expertise, and rulers sought methods to gain advantage through strategy rather than mere force.

Although the text does not name particular engagements, conflicts such as the Battle of Chengpu in 632 BC—where the State of Jin overcame Chu through tactical maneuver and deception—exemplify principles later codified in the treatise. Such encounters underscored the importance of planning, intelligence and flexibility in achieving victory.

The hegemony achieved by the State of Qi under Duke Huan (reigned 685–643 BC) illustrates the interplay of military and diplomatic strategy. Qi’s influence rested on its capacity to combine battlefield strength with alliances and negotiation, a balance of force and subtlety that underlies many of the work’s maxims.

Reforms instituted by Duke Huan’s chancellor Guan Zhong—centralizing administration, improving fiscal measures and streamlining military recruitment—demonstrate how effective governance and resource management support strategic objectives. These practical measures mirror the treatise’s emphasis on logistics, personnel and the prudent employment of state assets.

In the subsequent Warring States period (475–221 BC), incessant competition among Qin, Chu, Zhao, Wei, Han, Yan and Qi drove innovations in tactics and statecraft. The constant demand for operational adaptability, covert operations and diplomatic maneuvering resonates with the text’s sections on espionage and psychological engagement.

Terrain and mobility became decisive factors in this climate. Engagements such as the Battle of Guiling (354 BC) showcase the impact of positioning, timing and surprise—core teachings that advocate use of the landscape to multiply one’s advantage and unsettle an opponent.

Philosophical currents from the Hundred Schools of Thought—Confucian, Legalist and Daoist among them—provided an intellectual backdrop. The work’s counsel to seek victory with minimal destruction and to value harmony echoes broader ethical debates of the period about the proper use of authority and the costs of conflict.

Espionage, treated in a dedicated chapter, reflects the widespread practice of employing informants and counterintelligence to shape outcomes without open battle. The directive to “know the enemy” underscores how information gathering and deception could decide contests before armies met.

The leadership of Duke Wen of Wei (reigned 445–396 BC) illustrates these doctrines in practice. His emphasis on disciplined troops, clear command structures and morale management enabled Wei to challenge larger powers, embodying the text’s arguments for cohesion, strict training and the judicious use of force.

Technological shifts—particularly the emergence of the crossbow and advances in metallurgy—altered battlefield dynamics. Though the treatise does not specify these innovations, its advocacy of adaptability and the integration of new capabilities aligns with the need to revise tactics as tools evolved.

Socio-economic trends such as population growth, improved agriculture and expanding trade supported prolonged campaigns by increasing the demands on supply lines. The treatise’s focus on logistics, speed of movement and efficient provisioning reflects these broader material realities.

The fluidity of alliances and hostilities required leaders to assess risks carefully, weigh indirect approaches against direct assault and employ diplomacy as a strategic weapon. The work’s guidance on calculating probabilities and exploiting opportunities mirrors the complexities of interstate relations.

As forces transitioned from feudal levies to more professional armies, disciplined training and sophisticated command structures became essential. The insistence on rigorous preparation, clear orders and controlled execution underscores the text’s view that well-drilled troops multiply strategic options.

Although composed before China’s unification by Qin in 221 BC, the text’s core tenets—speed, surprise, resource centralization and decisive leadership—are reflected in Qin’s eventual success. Its principles of concentrated force and strategic planning laid a foundation for the campaigns that completed the state’s ascendancy.

By distilling centuries of conflict into a concise set of guidelines, the work provides enduring insight into the nature of competition, the limits of sustained warfare and the value of winning with minimal cost. It warns against protracted engagements that drain states of manpower and treasure, advocating instead for prudence, foresight and the intelligent application of strength.

Throughout, the text urges leaders to prefer strategy over brute force, to employ negotiation and subterfuge when possible, and to tailor their approach to circumstances. In doing so, it challenges rigid thinking, highlights the inefficiencies of wasteful conflict and promotes a judicious, balanced approach to both war and statecraft.
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    Introduction

Sun Tzu, also known as Sunzi or Sun Wu, is the name attached to The Art of War, a terse and influential military treatise from ancient China. Traditionally placed in the late Spring and Autumn period or early Warring States era, the figure of Sun Tzu is partly historical and partly legendary. Regardless of authorship debates, the text attributed to him became a cornerstone of military thought in East Asia and, later, worldwide. It presents a systematic approach to strategy, intelligence, and command that has been studied by soldiers, statesmen, and civilians. The Art of War is the sole work widely credited to Sun Tzu.
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