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JANUARY 1ST



1847: On this day, Dr William Henry Duncan was appointed as Liverpool’s Medical Officer for Health, the first position of its kind in the country. Dr Duncan was born to Scottish parents in Seel Street, and after completing his medical studies in Edinburgh he returned to Liverpool to practice as a GP.


In 1843 he produced a pamphlet, The Physical Causes of the High Mortality Rate in Liverpool, which showed how disease was linked to living conditions. It led to the 1846 Liverpool Sanitary Act, which paved the way for the creation of the post.


The Liverpool Mercury welcomed Duncan’s appointment, commenting on 5 January:


The appointment of Dr Duncan as Medical Officer is one which does credit to the Council, for that gentleman was one of the first to take up the sanitary question and has since been one of the most active and persevering advocates.


Duncan worked closely with Liverpool’s Borough Engineer James Newlands over the seventeen years he held the position to improve living and sanitary conditions in the town.




JANUARY 2ND



1976: Liverpool was hit by hurricane-force winds that topped 115mph, causing chaos and devastation.


On the River Mersey a supertanker carrying 43,000 tons of crude oil broke from its moorings at Tranmere and drifted across the river, eventually running aground in low tide. Trains were cancelled and flights diverted, whilst in Seaforth two cranes collided after one was cut loose from its rails.


The Daily Post the following day described it as ‘the worst night on the River Mersey in living memory’, continuing its report with an account of the damage caused:


Cross river ferry services were suspended and balance gangways on the floating landing stage at Liverpool Pier Head were smashed as they lowered onto the decks of the ferry boats. The stage and pier head were flooded. Across Merseyside chimney stacks blew off, trees fell and power went down.


The following day, as the clean-up operation began, the landing stage, which had only been built six months earlier, sank under the weight of the water, leading to the cancellation of more ferry services as the salvage operation began.




JANUARY 3RD



1641: Astronomer Jeremiah Horrocks, the first person to observe the transit of Venus across the Sun, died suddenly in Toxteth Park.


The son of a farmer, he had gone to Cambridge University but not formally graduated as he couldn’t afford to continue his studies. As a curate, he continued his scientific studies, correctly predicting and observing the transit of Venus across the Sun in 1639. He also studied the orbit of the Moon and tides and may have become as famous as Galileo had he not died so prematurely. After he died, he was buried in the Ancient Chapel of Toxteth in Park Road. His death was described by fellow astronomer William Crabtree as an ‘incalculable loss’.


A marble stone in Westminster Abbey in his honour reads:


In memory of Jeremiah Horrocks, curate of Hoole, in Lancashire, who died on the 3rd of January 1641, in or near his 22nd year; Having in so short a life detected the long inequality in the mean motion of Jupiter and Saturn; Discovered the orbit of the moon to be an ellipse; Determined the motion of the lunar apse; Suggested the physical cause of its revolution; And predicted from his own observations the transit of Venus, which was seen by himself and his friend, William Crabtree, on Sunday the 24th November 1639.




JANUARY 4TH



1875: two men were hanged at Kirkdale Jail for the brutal murder of a man in Tithebarn Street the previous August Bank Holiday.


On that day, twenty-six-year-old dock worker Robert Morgan had been to New Brighton with his wife and brother. Whilst walking down Tithebarn Street he was asked for money by seventeen-year-old John McCrave. Morgan suggested that he should work if he wanted money for drink, at which point he was set upon by McCrave and two companions, Peter Campbell and Michael Mullen. They punched him to the ground before kicking him 40ft down the road like a football.


All three youths were tried and sentenced to death, but Campbell was reprieved on account of his previous good character. He was only told this news two days before the scheduled execution in the presence of McCrave and Mullen, who were reported in the Liverpool Mercury to have cried bitterly on confirmation of their own fate.


The day after the execution, the Liverpool Mercury reported: ‘McCrave looked up to the rope and then the white cap was placed over his face and the rope around his neck. He appeared to tremble violently and in a tremulous voice repeated “Lord, have mercy on me”. Mullen conducted himself more quietly.’




JANUARY 5TH



1947: The Lord Mayor of Liverpool was subject to a savage verbal attack by a fellow councillor over the proposed opening of cinemas on Sundays.


The Sunday Entertainments Act (1932) allowed local councils to use their own discretion as to whether or not to grant licences for cinemas to open. Liverpool Council was considering the move to stop youths getting involved in trouble on the streets.


Lord Mayor Alderman W.G. Gregson was on a state visit to the City Temple in Catharine Street on this particular Sunday when the Revd H.D. Longbottom, who was a councillor for the Liverpool Protestant Party, launched his tirade during his sermon.


The next day’s Daily Post reported that he opened by saying he made no apologies for bringing his views up during a state visit and warned that he would have more alarming and outspoken things to say in the future. He then went on to say:


I hope we shall not be misled by stories that this Sunday opening is in the interests of the youth in this city. It is in the interests of the money bags behind the cinema. I cannot understand some Christian people who think you can twist the commitments of God to please popular taste.




JANUARY 6TH



1908: Today seven-year-old Madge Kirby disappeared from her home in Kensington, never to be seen alive again. It is a murder mystery that remains unsolved.


On 11 January the Liverpool Mercury reported the disappearance under the headline ‘MYSTERIOUS DISAPPEARANCE OF A LIVERPOOL CHILD’:


Liverpool police are investigating the remarkable case of a child’s disappearance so far without success. Margaret T. Kirby aged 7 years, residing with her father David Kirby, a plumber, at 55 Romilly Street Kensington, her mother died only a few weeks ago. About half past four on Monday afternoon Margaret was with her brother three years of age in Farnworth Street off Kensington when they were accosted by a strange man who asked the girl if she would go for some sweets. Child-like she obeyed with alacrity, from that moment to the present the girl has not been heard of. The girl has dark brown hair, blue eyes, a prominent nose and fresh completion and when she was last seen was dressed in a black shirt worn at the sleeves, blue pinafore, black velvet bonnet with black strings, black stockings with black boots.


It was seven months before Margaret’s fate was confirmed when a sack containing her badly decomposed body was found in Great Newton Street. Margaret was buried in Ford Cemetery with her mother and tragically her father died just six weeks afterwards, unable to cope with the grief. Her killer was never caught.




JANUARY 7TH



1901: James Dunwoody Bulloch, a Liverpool based agent for the Confederates during the American Civil War, died.


Bulloch, originally from Savannah, Georgia, had arrived in Liverpool in 1861 with a brief to secure funds and contracts for the building of warships. With the UK being neutral, he had to convince the authorities that his ships were solely for merchant purposes, and despite being watched closely by the US consul and customs officials, he was always able to stay one step ahead. His most famous ship was the raider Alabama, which was built at Cammell Laird in 1862 and captured over sixty-five Union ships.


The war finished in 1865 and Bulloch remained in Liverpool, living in Sefton Park and trading as a cotton merchant. The day after he died of cancer of the rectum and cardiac failure his death notice in the Liverpool Mercury read:


January 7th at 76 Canning Street (the residence of his son in law M. H. Maxwell jun) aged 77 years, James Dunwoody Bulloch, late of Savannah, Georgia, USA and formerly naval representative of the Confederate States in Europe during the Civil War. Funeral Service at St Margaret’s church, Princes Road on Thursday next at 10.45 a.m., internment at Smithdown Road cemetery, 11.15 a.m.


His funeral was attended by Captain John Low from the Alabama and his gravestone carries the inscription, ‘An American by Birth, an Englishman by Choice’.




JANUARY 8TH



1983: A new musical written by Willy Russell, Blood Brothers, premiered at the Liverpool Playhouse.


The play, about twin brothers separated at birth who go on to have very different social backgrounds and then fall in love with the same girl, was based loosely on the 1844 novel The Corsican Brothers by Alexandre Dumas.


In the Liverpool Echo on 10 January, theatre critic Joe Riley was full of praise, writing:


Take a commonplace issue, forge it in the white heat of growing social awareness and then present it to the world, via Merseyside, as a masterly piece of theatre. It is a triumph for all concerned. For Barbara Dickson, there’s much deserved acclaim for her first singing-acting role as the mother. She really gets to the show’s emotional heart in a most beguiling way; a London transfer should be assured. In the meantime make a Playhouse ticket a certainty for yourselves.


The Daily Mail’s Patrick O’Neill wrote:


It may be a little early for prophecy, but I rashly predict that come December this extraordinary show will be among the best new musicals of 1983.


The predictions from the reviews were not wrong. Since its Playhouse beginnings the show has toured all over the world, including New York’s Broadway, and has been running permanently in London’s West End since 1988.




JANUARY 9TH



1941: Liverpool suffered heavy bombing raids by German warplanes, with twenty residents of Virgil Street in Everton losing their lives.


There had been some bomber activity earlier in the month but – apart from stables being damaged in Newsham Park – no major incidents. This particular night, however, the docks were heavily bombed, with houses in Everton and South Liverpool also being hit. The biggest tragedy was at 32 Virgil Street, where four children under seven were killed.


Those that died in Virgil Street were:


John Abbot, age fifty-seven


John Adams, age two


Mary Adams, age twenty-six


George Butterworth, age six


James Butterworth, age one


Brian Butterworth, age three


Joan Butterworth, age seven


Mary Carlisle, age forty-six


Catherine Hodge, age four


Elizabeth Jackson, age fifty-seven


Mary Jones, age seventy-two


Elizabeth McHenry, age sixteen


Claire McKevitt, age thirteen


John McKevitt, age nineteen


Joseph McKevitt, age fifty-seven


Teresa McKevitt, age sixteen


James Parker, age seventy-seven


William Parker, age sixty-nine


Joan Smith, age twenty-six


John Smith, age five


The full extent of the raid couldn’t be mentioned in the press due to reporting restrictions. The next night’s Liverpool Echo described ‘extensive damage to houses’ and stated: ‘Altogether casualties were amazingly light considering the length of the raid and number of bombs dropped’.




JANUARY 10TH



1922: Shipping magnate and philanthropist John Rankin was today given the Freedom of Liverpool.


Rankin had donated generously to the University of Liverpool and Liverpool Cathedral and was accompanied by his wife and two sons to the ceremony. It was held in a committee room to ensure it remained low key (due to his failing health).


The following day’s Daily Post reported that the Lord Mayor said in his opening address: ‘The highest honour in its gift has been bestowed on men of imperial note and men eminent in civic service and philanthropy, but in no case had the consensus of approval been more pronounced than in the case of the gentleman they were now honouring.’


Rankin was presented with an illuminated scroll and silver tea tray by Sir Archibald Savidge, Leader of the Council. The Post reported how Rankin: ‘In accepting the honour and the gift said that he found it difficult to adequately express his feelings on receiving this highest of privileges. He felt heartfelt pride that a citizen and merchant received it as he hadn’t given great service to the country like others before him.’




JANUARY 11TH



1892: Liverpool Central underground station opened today.


The Mersey Railway was built in 1886, connecting Birkenhead and Liverpool, terminating at James Street and the new extensions were to Central and Rock Ferry. The evening edition of the Liverpool Echo reported that: ‘Bookings on the new section if the Mersey Railway were this morning very satisfactory, many business people availing themselves of the extension, and others doing so in a vein of curiosity.’


The Echo stated that journey times between Central and Rock Ferry were fifteen minutes, with certain peak time trains being only thirteen minutes. Today, the journey takes twelve minutes. The opening of Central Station was not without problems, as the Echo reported there were some delays due to steam getting in the tunnels, causing: ‘Delay in the shunting and changing of engines, as the signals could not be seen distinctly. This however is a matter which it is expected will soon be put right. On the whole the working of the new extension was very satisfactory.’


Today Liverpool Central is Britain’s busiest underground station outside London, carrying 18 million passengers a year.




JANUARY 12TH



1966: Drilling began on the Queensway (Wallasey) tunnel. That evening’s Liverpool Echo reported:


Wearing a yellow safety helmet the Lord Mayor, Alderman David Cowley inaugurated work on Merseyside’s £20 million second tunnel this morning when he set the drilling machinery in motion at the site at Waterloo Dock Goods Depot for the boring of the first of five ventilation shafts. Watched by the Mayors of Birkenhead and Wallasey the Lord Mayor started drilling at 11.35am. Half an hour later the Mayor of Wallasey performed a similar ceremony on the Wallasey side at a site in Tudor Avenue near the Seacombe ferry. This morning’s ceremonies were the culmination of years of discussions, sometimes arguments, about a second crossing.


Even with completion of the new tunnel some five years away, the Echo suggested that even more would come. It reported that a third tunnel was envisaged as taking traffic under the Mersey well to the south of the present tunnel and that with the growth of traffic it was possible that yet more crossings would be needed before the century was out.




JANUARY 13TH



1974: The Football League Management Committee paved the way for Sunday football, leading to a mixed response from Merseyside clubs.


The UK was in the grip of an energy crisis, leading to the ‘three day week’ to save electricity. The Football League decided to allow Sunday games as they would put less of a strain on the National Grid than games on Saturdays. The previous week four FA Cup games had been played on a Sunday and attracted higher than average crowds.


The following day the Daily Post reported that Tranmere Rovers had already switched their next game with Aldershot to the Sunday but Liverpool were against the idea: ‘Stoke are almost certain to ask Liverpool if they will be prepared to visit the Victoria Ground on Sunday instead of Saturday. Stoke are very much in the forefront of Sunday pioneers. But they will have to think again, Liverpool will have no part in it.’


A statement from the club added: ‘These games must be switched by mutual consent and they will get no joy from us.’


Everton kept an open mind, stating that they wouldn’t switch the following Saturday’s game with Leeds as nearly all tickets had been sold but their overall attitude was one of wait and see for the future. On 27 January, they did play a Sunday game against West Bromwich Albion.




JANUARY 14TH



1907: Eleven ships’ firemen were jailed for neglect of duty. Ships’ firemen were required to maintain the fires that kept the boilers going and any failure to do their jobs could have serious implications in terms of maintaining schedules.


The Liverpool Daily Courier reported the next day under the headline 'DISOBEDIENT FIREMEN JAILED':


At the Liverpool Police Court yesterday before Mr W. J. Stewart Stipendiary Magistrate – Patrick O’Brien, Michael Slavin, George Duffy, James Birchall, Arthur Trainor, J. O’Brien, John Burns, J. Murphy, Patrick Cavanagh, Arthur Reardon and John Keeley were charged, on remand, on the information of Matthew Robertson, Master of the steamer Ikbal of the Welsford Line, with having combined together to neglect duty. Each of the prisoners was sentenced to one months’ imprisonment, the Stipendiary Magistrate stating that conduct had occasioned a great waste of time for the ship.




JANUARY 15TH



1864: A huge explosion on a boat on the River Mersey was felt all over Liverpool.


The following day’s Daily Post reported under the headline ‘TERRIFIC EXPLOSION YESTERDAY EVENING’: ‘Yesterday the people of Liverpool experienced an alarm greater than ever they had experienced before. A terrific shock was felt from one extremity of the town to another, and the first impression of all was that the house was tumbling down around them.’


There was speculation that there had been an earthquake or gas explosion, but it was soon apparent that the source was the Lotty Sleigh, which had eleven tons of gunpowder on board. The report went on:


Soon after five o’clock the steward was cleaning a paraffin oil lamp. Through some inadvertence the oil was spilt on the floor and ignited. The crew were taken to the landing stage. Crowds were promptly attracted to the pier heads. Gradually the fire increased and at 7.20 p.m. the powder exploded. The mast flew up in the air, the ship disappeared into fragments and those who stood the concussion say that it was the most magnificent sight they had ever looked upon.


Windows all over town were blown out and the blast was heard as far away as Old Swan and West Derby. Miraculously, nobody was killed.




JANUARY 16TH



1870: The church of St Nicholas in Berkeley Street, Toxteth – more commonly known as the Liverpool Greek Orthodox church – was consecrated.


The church was only the second Greek Orthodox church to be built in England and was built in the Byzantine style, being very similar to St Theodore’s church in Constantinople (now Istanbul). A Greek community had been in existence in Liverpool for nearly fifty years. Some of the first settlers had arrived from the island of Chios, following a massacre by Turkish forces in 1822 that saw half the population wiped out.


The church was consecrated by the Archbishop of Syra and Tinos Alexandros Lycourgos, who visited Liverpool especially for the occasion.


The next day the Liverpool Mercury reported that:


Admission was obtained by ticket only, with nearly all the resident Greeks in Liverpool present, together with a number of their fellow countrymen from Manchester and London. The Archbishop removed the holy relics from the plate and placed them in a small silver case into which holy ointment had been poured. This was deposited in a hole cut in the top column of the holy table.


The church, now a Grade II listed building, remains a focal point for the Greek community in Liverpool.




JANUARY 17TH



1884: Almost exactly twenty years after the Lotty Sleigh exploded, there was another fire on the River Mersey when six boys carried out an arson attack on the Clarence, a reformatory ship.


The ship was a former navy vessel that was loaned by the Liverpool Catholic Reformatory Association in 1864, for boys who had served prison sentences to be trained in seamanship to reform their behaviour. The following day’s Liverpool Mercury reported that the fire had begun at 2.15 p.m.: ‘The crew and the boys tried every exertion to keep down the conflagration, which speedily raged with great fury. The water however had little or no effect on the fire. Captain Hudson gave directions for the boys to be taken ashore.’


At the time the cause of the fire was unknown but the Mercury appeared to have its suspicions, stating: ‘It is said that a fire broke out in the same place Saturday last,’ and ‘we understand that for some time past considerable insubordination has been shown on board.’


When the fire was confirmed as an arson attack, those responsible were sentenced to six years’ penal servitude. The following year a new Clarence was acquired to act as a reformatory – and also destroyed by fire in 1899.




JANUARY 18TH



1795: Liverpool Town Hall was severely damaged by a fire. The fire occurred on a Sunday, the day after a council meeting at which some members believed they could smell burning, and it may well have been smouldering for several days between floors.


On Monday 19 January, Billinge’s Liverpool Advertiser reported: ‘We are sorry to inform the public that a very dreadful fire broke out yesterday morning within the council chamber of the exchange and raged with such violence as to consume the whole of the old part of the building, except the record room and treasurer’s office.’


The Advertiser also included a statement from Mayor John Shaw, assuring the public that the records and material papers were in a perfect state of preservation and offering thanks to Major Clarkson and the Allies of the Southern Fencibles (army regiments raised to defend against a feared French invasion).


The fire meant the Mayor had to carry out his duties from a coffee room in Exchange Alley while the treasurer moved to an insurance office in Brunswick Street.


The re-constructed Town Hall was completed in 1802, and a new dome was added.




JANUARY 19TH



1886: There was a bizarre incident at the Royal Court Theatre when one actor assaulted another. The next day the Daily Albion reported:


The rehearsal of Nadesha at the Royal Court Theatre by the Carl Rosa Opera Company on Tuesday was the occasion of a very extraordinary incident. At the time there were on the stage Colonel Mapleson, Mr Leslie Crotty and several members of the company. Colonel Mapleson alleges that Leslie Crotty went up to him whilst on the stage and struck him between the eyes. He took hold of Mr Crotty by the hands and held him until they were separated. Mr Crotty, the colonel states, had a diamond ring on his finger at the time and in the fracas he received a cut under the right eye.


Both parties took out summonses against the other, leading to a court appearance three days later. To the disappointment of a packed public gallery, the two actors agreed to withdraw the allegations and shake hands, Crotty having alleged that Mapleson was behind a newspaper article that painted him in a bad light.


The Carl Rosa Opera Co. remained in existence until 1960 and was revived in 1997, currently offering a repertoire of Gilbert and Sullivan.




JANUARY 20TH



1931: A brutal murder took place today in Anfield. It has never been solved, after a guilty verdict was overturned. The Daily Post and Mercury reported the following day:


Liverpool insurance agent William H. Wallace of 29 Wolverton Street, Richmond Park, Anfield, on returning home from business about a quarter to eight last night found his wife Julia lying dead on the floor in the front room with severe wounds in the back of her head. No signs of any struggle were found and no weapon lay near her body. Throughout last night the Liverpool police were searching for an unknown assailant.


A few weeks later William Herbert Wallace was arrested and charged with murder. At his trial, the prosecution alleged Wallace had killed Julia, cleaned himself up and then gone to great lengths to make tram conductors and residents in Allerton – where he had been searching for an address that didn’t exist – remember him so his alibi stuck.


He was found guilty and sentenced to death – but for the first time in UK legal history the Court of Appeal overturned the verdict, as it was against the weight of evidence presented.


Wallace died just two years later and was buried in Anfield cemetery alongside Julia. The case has prompted much analysis since, and the true killer is still not known.




JANUARY 21ST



1953: A bus careered out of control and crashed into a grocer’s shop in Kensington. Miraculously, no one was killed.


The 10d double-decker service was travelling from Huyton to the city centre at about 10 a.m. when one of its tyres burst. That evening’s Liverpool Echo reported:


The driver struggled to keep the bus on the road but within a few yards it collided with a small van parked at the kerbside. The bus careered out of control until it lurched over the pavement and ploughed into the front window of Mr William Davies’ grocers’ shop on the corner of Kensington and Adelaide Road.


One shop employee was up a ladder when he saw the bus approaching but managed to jump away to safety. The way the Echo described the scene, it was as if a bomb had gone off there: ‘The bus crashed into the window scattering bricks, glass and tins of groceries over a wide area. The front of the shop from top to bottom was sliced off.’


With the bus leaning at an angle of 45 degrees, another was parked alongside it to stop it crashing over. Of the thirty-two people injured, one took an hour to be cut free by firemen and six were detained at hospital.




JANUARY 22ND



1927: A man on this day engaged in what would now be seen as a shocking act of public animal cruelty so that he could continue his tram journey.


It was a Saturday night and the man got on a tram bound for Knotty Ash carrying a basket. He paid his 2d fare, but was then asked to get off by the conductor after quacking sounds made it apparent he was carrying ducks. The man refused to move despite an inspector arriving and telling him that the carriage of livestock wasn’t allowed under the bylaws.


A policeman was then called, and was about to remove him from the tram when, as the Daily Post reported:


A sudden flash of genius saved the situation for him. He quietly put his hands under the lid of the basket. One faint flutter was heard, then another, as the necks of the poor birds were wrung. ‘And now where’s your livestock?’ said he triumphantly. The passengers chuckled, the inspector and policeman descended crestfallen and the car continued on its way.




JANUARY 23RD



1909: Today the RMS Mauretania sailed from Liverpool following a refit that saw her given new propellers, enabling an attempt on the trans-Atlantic crossing record.


The ship had only been in service since November 1907, but after two propeller blades were damaged when the ship hit a submerged object in May 1908, Cunard decided to replace both inner shafts with four bladed propellers.


That evening’s Liverpool Echo reported:


The quadruple screw liner Mauretania sails from Liverpool this afternoon after a period of inactivity during which she has been subject to an extensive overhaul. The Mauretania is commanded by Captain Pritchard who was recently appointed Commodore of the Cunard fleet, a well and favourably known commander. Among the passengers on board today are Lord and Lady Atherton, Lady Dorothy Onslow, General Sir H. Rawlinson and numerous others.


By the end of the year the ship had captured both eastbound and westbound records for crossings, with neither being broken for another twenty years. The ship remained in service until 1934 when it was sold for dismantling, having sailed out of Southampton after the First World War.




JANUARY 24TH



1885: Edge Hill Teacher Training College opened. The institution was eventually to become Edge Hill University in Ormskirk.


The college was set up by a group of philanthropists for women only and was non-denominational, the first of its kind in England. Forty-one trainees were enrolled on opening, with Sarah Jane Yelf being the principal. The aim was to produce a ‘superior class of elementary school mistresses’.


An event was held at St George’s Hall to celebrate the opening, with the Liverpool Mercury on 26 January being very enthusiastic: ‘It must be gratifying to this community to know that it is the first institution of the kind which has been established to supply trained female teachers to the general market of the country. With such a college in our midst therefore the educational equipment of Liverpool may be regarded as complete and as setting an example to others.’


By 1905 trainee numbers had tripled and the building had been extended. In 1925 the college came under the control of Lancashire Council who built new premises in Ormskirk, which opened in 1933. Since then it has gradually extended, gaining university status in 2006 and having 8,000 full time students in 2011.




JANUARY 25TH



1892: A Special General Meeting (SGM) of Everton Football Club ensured that football in Liverpool would never be the same again. Had members not carried the motions put forward, Everton would have remained at Anfield and there would have been no Liverpool FC.


A dispute had been simmering for some time within the Everton board, with owner of Anfield John Houlding pushing for the club to buy the ground. As this would net him a profit, the other directors did not like the idea; in retaliation, Houlding set a rental rate that they saw as unacceptable.


At the SGM in Liverpool College in Shaw Street, attended by 500 members, four motions were carried. Two of them related to the club becoming a limited company, but the other two were in respect of a move. The Everton Minutes Books record that: ‘We offer Mr Houlding £180 per annum for the ground. The Goodison Road site to be selected by the committee in case Mr Houlding does not accept the above offer.’


As expected, Houlding did not accept Everton’s offer, the club moved to Goodison and Liverpool FC was formed by Houlding to play in the empty ground he was left with.




JANUARY 26TH



1856: An inquest was held into the unexplained death of Captain Henry Webb, who was found dead aboard his ship the previous day when it berthed in Huskisson Dock.


It was feared that Webb may have taken poison, as he was liable for damages to another vessel that he had been in collision with some months before. The Liverpool Mercury reported that Webb’s twelve-year-old son told the inquest:


On Thursday morning he said he felt himself very bad and wished to get out of the world. He gave me charge of his papers and money and told me to take care of myself. He said to the second mate, ‘take care of the ship and see that nothing goes out of it, I am going to die’. I woke up yesterday morning about half past five and went to the bed of the deceased, called him but he did not answer. I felt his hand and it was very cold and saw that he was dead.


The inquest jury returned a verdict that Webb had died from taking a narcotic poison, censuring the ship’s surgeon for apparent neglect of the condition.




JANUARY 27TH



1934: Liverpool FC met Wirral’s Tranmere Rovers in an FA Cup tie at Anfield that attracted what was then a record crowd of 61,036 to the ground. Tranmere were actually drawn to play at home but interest in the tie was so great that for safety reasons it was switched to Anfield.


Despite the teams being two divisions apart, the Daily Post and Mercury felt the cup could be a great leveller, commenting on the morning of the match: ‘In a match of this sort the element of surprise seems to linger. I feel certain that Liverpool will not have it all their own way.’


The paper was right: Tranmere equalised after a Reds’ opener and although it was 2-1 to Liverpool at half time, they didn’t add a third until the closing stages. The huge crowd caused chaotic scenes as many fans had to be helped from the overcrowded terracing, with ‘Stork’ in the following Monday’s Post & Mercury saying: ‘I have never seen such scenes at Anfield, even for an Everton-Liverpool meeting.’


The crowd remained a record attendance at Anfield until 61,905 squeezed in for an FA Cup tie against Wolverhampton Wanderers in 1952.




JANUARY 28TH



1896: Liverpool’s newsvendors were given a special treat at St George’s Hall to allow them some respite from the hardships they generally faced. The newsboys and girls tended to come from the poorest families and in many cases had no homes to return to at night. They did not work for the papers, but instead purchased copies at a discounted rate and sold them at normal price. Crucially, they could not return any unsold copies for refund, meaning they could be seen and heard from morning until late at night in all major roads of the city.


The occasion at St George’s Hall was paid for out of the proceeds of a football match between paper employees and railway workers, as well as generous donations from local businesses.


The following day’s Liverpool Daily Courier reported:


The occasion was an exceptional one. These children had not only souls to be saved but bodies to be cared for. The doors were opened at seven o’clock and in a few moments there was a stampede into the hall. More than 2,000 were admitted, each presented with an orange and an apple and a bag containing such tasty articles as a bunloaf, mince pie and meat pie.


After listening to some complimentary speeches there was a concert in which they participated in the singing.




JANUARY 29TH



1872: Over 100 men appeared in the Liverpool Police Court charged with drink related offences from over the weekend. The following day’s Liverpool Mercury welcomed new initiatives that meant numbers were reducing. Under the headline ‘THE DRUNKARDS LIST’, the paper commented:


There was an improvement slight it is true, but still an improvement in the state of affairs at the police court yesterday morning. The drunk and disorderly cases which the previous Monday numbered 130 now only reached 115; and as a few months ago before inebriates were threatened with exposure as well as heavy penalties it was common enough to hear nearly 200 drunken cases brought before the bench every Monday morning. It may be reasonably inferred that some good has resulted from the severe measures adopted.
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