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			A Guide to Using This Ebook

			When I started the Emma Press, I wanted to create the kinds of books which people wanted to carry with them, to read on busy commutes and on holiday. Homesickness and Exile is especially appropriate for this, so thank you for buying this ebook.

			The difficulty of formatting poetry ebooks

			Some of the poems in this book have experimental layouts, with multiple levels of indentation and gaps between words on lines. This is difficult to recreate in an ebook, because the ebook can be read on so many different devices which each treat formatting slightly differently.

			My solution

			I want to create reflowable ebooks instead of fixed-format ebooks, which only really work on large tablet devices like iPads. So, to make this reflowable ebook work, I’ve done my best with the formatting on difficult poems but also included a screencap of how the poem looks on the printed page. This means that you can still adjust the size of the text, but you can also see how the poet intended the poem to be read.

			— Emma Wright, 21/9/14
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			Preface

			Part of the appeal in reading the Classics is seeing what still resonates today. Feeling something in response to words written in a completely different culture over two thousand years ago creates a connection across the millennia and raises fascinating, sometimes disturbing, questions about what it means to be human.

			When the Roman poet Ovid was ejected from Rome by the emperor Augustus and sent to Tomis, a remote town on the Black Sea, he wrote five books of poetry in an attempt to bring about his pardon. These books, the Tristia, describe his last night in Rome, his terrifying journey across stormy seas, his misery in Tomis, his abandoned wife and friends, his early life and poetic works, and – above all – his hope that Augustus will relent and let him come back to Rome.

			Ovid’s heartbroken descriptions of his wife and friends will resonate with anyone who has ever had to leave behind a loved one, but for me the fascination lies in Ovid’s unwavering belief in where his home is. He’s been banished from it by Augustus and he’ll live the rest of his days in Tomis, but his home will always be in Rome – not where he was born, but where he chose to live, surrounded by his wife, friends, library, reputation and personal history. In a very callous way, I feel envious of Ovid in his absolute conviction in where he calls home, because it strikes me as quite rare and wonderful to be able to identify somewhere as your home with full satisfaction and accuracy. Ovid may have lost it, but he had it to begin with: somewhere he was happy to belong.

			When we launched the call for poems for this book, I wondered what we would learn about modern attitudes to home and whether Ovid’s feeling of bereavement would be echoed in any of the poems. In the privileged world of cheap flights and Skype, people can, in theory, go wherever they like, come back and visit often, and stay in touch via the Internet. Do people even feel homesick like Ovid anymore?

			In the poems we collected, the concept of ‘home’ appears to be problematic, at once more flexible and more elusive than it is for Ovid. In Holly Hopkins’s ‘England, where did you go?’ and Alex Bell’s ‘The Town’, the speakers seem ill at ease with the place all indicators would suggest is their home, while in Selina Nwulu’s ‘Homecoming’ and Frank Dullaghan’s ‘Dundalk’ the speakers feel divided between the common signifiers of what a home should be: where you are born, where your parents are from, where you grew up and where you live now. 



OEBPS/image/logo_fmt.png





OEBPS/image/Homesickness-and-Exile_fmt.png
THE EMMA PRESS OVID: TRISTIA

PNomesickness
And &xile

POEMS ABOUT LONGING AND BELONGING BY

Tvy Alvarez, Zeina Hachem Beck, Alex Bell, Carole Bromley;
Miary Buchinger, George David Clark, Jumes Coghill Elli
Danak, Cath Drake, Frank Dullaghan, John Froy

Higgins, Holly Hopkins, Elizabeth Horne, Anja Konig, Eve.
Lacey; Gill Learner, Rachel Long, Marissa Mazek, John
McCullough, Cheryl Moskowit, Selina Nwalu, Richard
OBrien, Lisa Ortiz, Rachel Piercey, Vili Skarlopoulou,
Stephen Sexton and James Trevelyan

Edited by Rachel Piercey
and Emma Wright,
withillustrations from
MMA PRESS LTD Emma Wright






