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Getting the Most Out of


Women of the New Testament




Women in the New Testament are as diverse as women today. I love getting to know them. I am challenged by most to draw closer to God and am warned by a few. I find myself wanting to grow in faith as I observe those who believed God when everything around them screamed of the impossibility of the situation.


I want to be as generous as the New Testament women and to care for others as they did. I am deeply touched by the way Elizabeth graciously received a good gift from God, influencing those around her who saw God’s goodness in her life. I am excited by Priscilla’s partnership in the gospel with her husband and the contributions that she made to the early church.


The Bible is sometimes accused of being anti-woman. That is not what I see as I look at the women in the New Testament. I see Jesus reaching out to comfort and give hope to women. I see him point out their godly acts to others. He honors their faith and defends their acts of worship and gratitude. In an age when women are regarded as second-class citizens in society and in religious tradition, Jesus esteems them and allows them to play a vital role in his life, death, burial and resurrection.


The Bible also depicts Paul working side-by-side with many women. He allows them to take places of leadership, and he personally benefits from what they offer him. He puts time and energy into dealing with a conflict between two women who had been leaders at his side.


In the early church, women are respected by the apostles and held responsible for their own actions and decisions. Women are taken seriously. Sapphira loses her life because of a decision she made to disobey. The first convert in Philippi is a woman.


As you get to know these women from the New Testament, I hope you too will grow in faith and know God more deeply as you see him in their lives.




Suggestions for Individual Study


1. As you begin each study, pray that God will speak to you through his Word.


2. Read the introduction to the study and respond to the personal reflection question or exercise. This is designed to help you focus on God and on the theme of the study.


3. Each study deals with a particular passage—so that you can delve into the author’s meaning in that context. Read and reread the passage to be studied. The questions are written using the language of the New International Version, so you may wish to use that version of the Bible. The New Revised Standard Version is also recommended.


4. This is an inductive Bible study, designed to help you discover for yourself what Scripture is saying. The study includes three types of questions. Observation questions ask about the basic facts: who, what, when, where and how. Interpretation questions delve into the meaning of the passage. Application questions help you discover the implications of the text for growing in Christ. These three keys unlock the treasures of Scripture.


Write your answers to the questions in the spaces provided or in a personal journal. Writing can bring clarity and deeper understanding of yourself and of God’s Word.


5. It might be good to have a Bible dictionary handy. Use it to look up any unfamiliar words, names or places.


6. Use the prayer suggestion to guide you in thanking God for what you have learned and to pray about the applications that have come to mind.


7. You may want to go on to the suggestion under “Now or Later,” or you may want to use that idea for your next study.









Suggestions for Members of a Group Study


1. Come to the study prepared. Follow the suggestions for individual study mentioned above. You will find that careful preparation will greatly enrich your time spent in group discussion.


2. Be willing to participate in the discussion. The leader of your group will not be lecturing. Instead, he or she will be encouraging the members of the group to discuss what they have learned. The leader will be asking the questions that are found in this guide.


3. Stick to the topic being discussed. Your answers should be based on the verses which are the focus of the discussion and not on outside authorities such as commentaries or speakers. These studies focus on a particular passage of Scripture. Only rarely should you refer to other portions of the Bible. This allows for everyone to participate in in-depth study on equal ground.


4. Be sensitive to the other members of the group. Listen attentively when they describe what they have learned. You may be surprised by their insights! Each question assumes a variety of answers. Many questions do not have “right” answers, particularly questions that aim at meaning or application. Instead the questions push us to explore the passage more thoroughly.


When possible, link what you say to the comments of others. Also, be affirming whenever you can. This will encourage some of the more hesitant members of the group to participate.


5. Be careful not to dominate the discussion. We are sometimes so eager to express our thoughts that we leave too little opportunity for others to respond. By all means participate! But allow others to also.


6. Expect God to teach you through the passage being discussed and through the other members of the group. Pray that you will have an enjoyable and profitable time together, but also that as a result of the study you will find ways that you can take action individually and/or as a group.


7. Remember that anything said in the group is considered confidential and should not be discussed outside the group unless specific permission is given to do so.


8. If you are the group leader, you will find additional suggestions at the back of the guide.






















1


Elizabeth


Receiving God’s Goodness


Luke 1:5-25, 39-45, 57-66




Each person in our group wept as Don and Patrice told the story of their lost baby. We had prayed together that God would grant them a child. For a long time we waited patiently and with hope. And we celebrated wildly with ice cream and pickles when finally she conceived! Now, we felt the agony and despair of a dream gone. Would they ever be able to have a child?


 


GROUP DISCUSSION. When have you had the experience of longing for something for years?






PERSONAL REFLECTION. Reflect on a time in your life when you did not receive something that you longed for deeply. What did you learn about God in that experience?






In this study we will look at how God met Elizabeth in her suffering. Read Luke 1:5-25.




1. Looking through the whole passage, what clues do you find about what Elizabeth was like?











2. Note the description of the promised son, John (vv. 14-17). What would it be like to discover that you were going to have a son like this?











3. Contrast Zechariah’s response to the promise of John’s birth (v. 18) with Elizabeth’s response (v. 25).











4. In terms of responses to God’s promises, do you think you are more like Elizabeth or Zechariah? Explain.











5. Why do we sometimes not accept good gifts from God or from others?











6. Read Luke 1:39-45. The angel Gabriel had informed Mary of Jesus’ coming and of Elizabeth’s pregnancy. Why do you think it is so important to Mary to get together with Elizabeth?











7. What does this interaction reveal about the relationship between Elizabeth and Mary?











8. How have your faith and obedience to God been affected by other believers?











9. What would be helpful in making this more a part of your experience?











10. Read Luke 1:57-66. What did Elizabeth’s husband, neighbors and relatives learn about God through this experience of John’s birth?











11. Elizabeth’s relatives learned about God because she obeyed God and was able to receive God’s goodness to her. How have your neighbors and relatives seen God’s mercy and grace through your life?









Pray that your eyes will be open to the mercy and grace of God and that your life will be full of praise and thanksgiving to God.
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