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Kasper Schmeichel & Peter Shilton


Leicester City have broken the stranglehold of the big clubs’ winning two major trophies, the Premier League and the FA Cup. This is not a fluke; it is built on sound management of the club by its owners.


The model of the club is to appreciate the fans and also the city of Leicester by investing in and appreciating both.


That is what the club is all about, something not every club does, which makes Leicester City special. This has the great effect of feeding down to the players who have respect for the club and the owners.


Sound judgement in terms of management selection, especially with the appointment of Brendan Rodgers, and also in the transfer market buying players who will only get better and selling players for top bucks, has allowed the club to improve on the pitch and also improve the facilities at the club with a new multi-million pound training ground.


All this creates a stable and happy atmosphere that permeates right through the club, but it is also one of ambition with realism, feeding down to the fans and players who want to play and do well for the club.


This is a model for success, and I am sure that as well as winning two great trophies it won’t be the last success the club will achieve in the future.


Being born and bred in Leicester, I supported the club from the age of nine and was very proud to play for the club from the age of 16 for nine years and also to play for England at all levels while at the club.


The two recent successes have taken the club to a different level, and I would like to offer my congratulations to all involved...


WELL DONE, ON A BRILLIANT ACHIEVEMENT!


Peter Shilton, OBE


Winner of a record 125 England caps
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For me it is such a delight to see how much the back-room staff, the players and the manager respect the owners, and in memory of the owner who died in the tragic helicopter crash, that his son was on the pitch lifting the cup. That shows how much together everyone is at that the club.


Winning the FA Cup on the back of the Premier League in the space of five years is such a remarkable achievement for what people say is ‘little old Leicester’.


The most pleasing aspect of all that achievement is that the club is at the heart of the community, and you could see that from the celebrations that brought tears to a lot of people’s eyes.


I know how much it means to the people who live in Leicester. I have a lot of friends in Leicester. I had unbelievable times there as a player, and it is pleasing that I was in Martin O’Neill’s side that last played in a cup final at Wembley when we won the cup beating Tranmere in 2000.


But now there are great times at Leicester, and that pleases me as I still take my dogs there to stay when we go on holiday to an amazing lady and my wife’s best friend. My best man at our wedding lives in Leicester and my eldest son Charlie, who has recently signed for Manchester United, was born in Leicester.


The club have now a tremendous training ground, they have a good manager, and the best close knit community you could wish for in the world.


As for the FA Cup Final, Leicester produced a worldie goal and two worldie saves! The entire day was a joy for the whole of Leicester for the club to win it for the first time in their entire history and in such a dramatic manner.


Robbie Savage


BBC Football Pundit




INTRODUCTION


From the loveable Claudio Ranieri winning the Premier League with the 5,000-1 underdogs to Brendan Rodgers lifting the FA Cup five years later this is the story of football’s romantics, the archetypal underdogs biting the so-called Super League elite.


If ever there was the perfect riposte to those inflated egos who wanted to take the game away from the people and claim it as their own, then the exploits of Leicester City epitomise the right of the true fans to dream the impossible dream.


First Ranieri fulfilled those dreams when he broke the mould of the Big Five and claimed the title, and then, perhaps even more remarkably, to prove it wasn’t just a one-off, Rodgers ended a long run of FA Cup Final heartaches by claiming the club’s first ever victory in the world’s oldest and most prestigious cup competition.


In doing so he became the first manager since Sir Alex to win the cup both sides of the border.


Between the two highly unpredictable episodes came untold tragedy when the club’s adored owner was killed in a helicopter crash leaving the King Power Stadium.


Vichai Srivaddhanaprabha, or ‘Vichai’ as he was affectionately known to the fans, bought Leicester for £39m when they were in the Championship. He helped clear the club’s debts, and four years later they were in the Premier League when it would have been reasonably considered they were there to make up the numbers and at best would fight for a mid-table position.


Unbelievably the 5,000-1 outsiders won the title in 2015-16, one of sport’s most romantic and improbable success stories. In just over five years, the Thai owners had transformed Leicester City Football Club from a provisional outfit to a global entity. On Saturday, 27 October 2018, Leicester drew 1-1 at home to West Ham. Vichai often took his helicopter to get away quickly after home games but this time it crashed seconds after take-off, just outside the stadium. All five on board were killed.


Aiyawatt ‘Top’ Srivaddhanaprabha took over the running of the club after his father died in that tragedy in 2018. Top paid homage to his father when he raised his hands in prayer to the heavens on the Wembley pitch after he was handed the FA Cup to celebrate along with the entire Leicester squad and back -room staff in one of the most joyous FA Cup Finals of all-time.


“It’s emotional for Top and his family because they have built this club towards glory after winning the Premier League, and now to win the FA Cup is amazing,” said match-winner Youri Tielemans, who struck one of the best ever FA Cup final goals. “We will give everything for this club and for those men that built this club and built this history and legacy.”


Rodgers added: “I’m so pleased for Khun Top and the family. It was a dream of theirs to win the FA Cup and we have been able to deliver that.”


Kasper Schmeichel paid tribute to the former owner Vichai when he said: “We have a picture on the inside of our shirts so he’s always with us. I’m so proud of everybody. Everybody contributed to get to the final, everyone has played and been sensational. Everyone behind the scenes, all the team behind the team, the medical staff and everyone. When you work together and do things properly and you have an internal belief, that’s what we can achieve.”


The two major triumphs in the sporting history of this club - winning the Premier League and now the FA Cup Final - were appropriately linked by veteran club captain Wes Morgan coming on for the final throes of the final.


Having played just three league games in the season, the 37 year-old came on in the 82nd minute and was given the job of marking Chelsea’s substitute centre forward, World Cup winner Olivier Giroud, an astute move by the manager, knowing Chelsea were resorting to throwing high balls up to the big Frenchman.


Although Wes inadvertently scored an unlucky own goal, it was disallowed after Chelsea’s Ben Chilwell was deemed to be offside by VAR in the build-up to the goal and Leicester held on for an historic victory. Wes announced his retirement at the end of the season.


Man-of-the-match was Schmeichel with two ‘worldie’ saves, that must now ensure he has achieved every bit as much as his famous father although relatively speaking, due to their disproportionate power and wealth of their clubs, arguably even more so.


Kasper is one of the few players to unite my books Immortals with Immortals 2 along with Wes Morgan and Marc Albrighton who also came off the bench when Rodgers had to quickly readjust his tactics due to the early enforced exit of the influential central defender Jonny Evans.


The Leicester captain’s joy at leading the Foxes to a first-ever FA Cup was indescribable after he made two ‘worldies’ to prevent Ben Chilwell and Mason Mount putting Chelsea level. “I’m so happy I can’t begin to describe it. To think of the people who have lifted this trophy, and to be able to do it is beyond my wildest dreams.”


More than 20,000 supporters attended the final as Leicester finally won the FA Cup, having been runners-up on four previous occasions. “It’s an amazing feeling,” Rodgers observed, ”I’m very proud, it’s a historic day for the club. Winning the FA Cup for the first time is clearly a special day. I wasn’t aware before I came to Leicester that they’d never won the FA Cup, that they had lost in four finals previously, so to be able to give that to the owners and the fans is so special.”


There were moments that will be replayed for many, many years, and live long in the memories of Leicester fans, a marvellous antidote to a year of complete lockdown for a city overwhelmed by the pandemic.


“Youri Tielemans’ goal was like an old-school FA Cup-winning goal, but also Kasper Schmeichel’s saves - those are the special moments you need in games,” added Rodgers. “Overall we were the better team, super aggressive, pressed well. We were always a threat with the ball. Chelsea are an amazing team, that’s why they’re in a Champions League final, but I thought we deserved it. The reality is there are other teams that can provide budgets way beyond us at Leicester City. We have shown we can compete and fight against it.”


Jamie Vardy came late into the game from non-league, has now landed medals for the Premier League and FA Cup, while England captain Harry Kane, valued at £150m, has banked zero silverware. Another vivid example of the arrogance of clubs like Spurs, who coveted Rodgers as their manager to succeed Jose Mourinho.


Immortals was a best seller five years ago, and it was a great experience sharing the warmth of the fans and people of Leicester with numerous signing sessions in the town at Waterstones and WHSmith and the book launch at Marco’s the super chef’s restaurant in the Grand Hotel in the centre of the city.


So, it is even greater pleasure to now write Immortals 2, to bring to life every kick and goal of the route to Wembley and the magnificent performances of the team at Wembley.


One of our sponsors for Immortals was the firm that produced Captain Morgan rum, and they did their participation proud with special editions of Wes Morgan rum.


Morgan lifted the trophy as club captain alongside skipper Kasper Schmeichel. “I’m in shock still,” he told LCFC TV 24 hours after the momentous final. “Coming into the game, you’re in a final, there a possibility of winning, but when we get the goal and get the feeling that: ‘We’re on here’, and to see it out at the end while under some real pressure, the disallowed goal – it all combines into mixed emotions. To see the game out and get our hands on the trophy, it’s an unbelievable feeling. It’s right up there with winning the league.


“I’ve struggled a lot with an injury, a back issue that hasn’t really gone away. I struggled for the second part of the season, really, and I was hoping just to get some pitch time before the end. Probably only 24/48 hours ago, I was included in the squad, so I was just buzzing about that and then got onto the bench, and then eventually got onto the pitch and won the FA Cup! It’s a crazy turn of events, I was shocked that I was on the pitch, and this has happened. I just need to let it sink in!”


Kasper was set to lift the trophy on his own, but invited Wes to do it with him, to share in a historic moment, typical of the ethos of the club. “In terms of the FA Cup run, I haven’t featured much and Kasper has led the team out throughout. We had a quick discussion. I said: ‘Listen, Kas, you’ve led the team out, you go and lift the trophy’. To be fair to Kasper, he said: ‘No, we’ll do it together’. We’ve been on a long journey throughout the years together – ups and downs, we’ve shared it all. He wanted us to lift it together, so thanks to Kasper for that.


“It’s over 50 years since we were in an FA Cup Final, and it means so much to the fans and to the players as well. There are some great young players coming through, and this is what they’ve come to this club for – to get to finals and be challenging for trophies. We’re heading in the right direction. The last time we won anything was obviously the Premier League, and to win the FA Cup just shows what we’re capable of and the direction we’re working toward.


“It’s unbelievable. It’s a fantastic club, we’ve got great owners, we’ve got great management and we’ve got great players, so the future is very bright.”




CHAPTER 1


THE ROAD TO THE FINAL


THIRD ROUND


STOKE 0-4 LEICESTER


9 JANUARY 2021


The final was won with a 25-yard rocket into the top right corner, and it all began with a James Justin screamer plus goals from Marc Albrighton, Ayoze Perez and Harvey Barnes.


It added up to a comfortable win at Sky Bet Championship side Stoke. Justin’s first-half opener set the tone as a strong Leicester team scored three goals after the break to progress comfortably past the first hurdle.


The FA Cup began in unprecedented circumstances with the FA announcing there would be no replays to help ease fixture congestion in such troubled times. Even without Jamie Vardy and James Maddison, a strong Foxes side had far too much quality for the Championship side, and manager Brendan Rodgers knew it was pointless looking for a replay as, without a crowd, it made little difference going for it at home or away. There was an appreciable gulf in class with Leicester side occupying third place in the Premier League.


Stoke’s best chance fell to Sam Vokes with the score at 0-0 but he blazed a volley over from close range. Vokes’ miss, then Justin’s excellent run and sparkling finish, set the tone. Albrighton nipped in off the left to double their lead just before the hour mark.


Perez steered a right-foot shot into the bottom right corner from Timothy Castagne’s pass before Barnes rounded off the scoring with a powerful effort.


Stoke manager Michael O’Neill: “We were against a very good team and they demonstrated that. First half we gave ourselves a chance - we didn’t take it and were then undone by a real piece of quality. Once the second goal went in it was going to be difficult for us and we made a few changes. Leicester were excellent and showed their quality. No doubt the better team won the game.”


Rodgers: “We stayed strong for 15 minutes or so when Stoke started well. After that we were excellent. The first goal is important and from that point we were very good. I thought at half-time we needed to be quicker to second balls and press the game with more urgency, that then gave us the tempo in the game. We have a good team that is mobile, and it was about making sure we ran into the spaces, nice and aggressive.”


4TH ROUND


BRENTFORD 1-3 LEICESTER


24 JANUARY 2021


Of course every Cup run has its moment when you would look back and realise it could have ended before it even really started.


Mads Bech Sorensen gave Leicester their only real fright in this Cup run when he fired Brentford into a half-time lead. But Cengiz Under’s equaliser immediately after the break started the recovery. Youri Tielemans’penalty put them ahead and James Maddison wrapped up the comeback with 19 minutes left.


It was an impressive display against cup specialists Brentford. The Championship Bees shocked four Premier League sides on their way to this season’s Carabao Cup semi-finals, and it looked like they were in the mood for more cup glory when they led through Sorensen’s early goal.


Brentford went ahead with their first attack after Leicester failed to clear German midfielder Vitaly Janelt’s corner. Defender Sorensen was quickest to react to the loose ball and poked it past goalkeeper Danny Ward from close range.


The Bees were buzzing and could have added to their lead in the first half, notably from another Janelt corner which found its way to Ghanaian Tariqe Fosu at the far post, but Ward got down well to block his effort. Saman Ghoddos then whistled one free-kick narrowly over before forcing Ward to tip a second over the crossbar before half-time.


Whatever Rodgers said at half-time it did the trick because just six minutes into the second half they were in front, before going on to comfortably book a home meeting with Brighton in the fifth round.


The Foxes offered little in the opening 45 minutes, but that changed just 48 seconds after the restart. Maddison wove through the Brentford rearguard to the edge of the area before teeing up Under, who powerfully fired home past Luke Daniels. Moments later Perez headed a Tielemans cross over before Daniels saved Harvey Barnes’s fierce drive.


Then, in the 51st minute, Tielemans was tripped in the area by Fosu and the Belgium midfielder sent Daniels the wrong way with the spot-kick. Under should have added Leicester’s third when Ricardo Pereira pulled the ball back to him but the Turkish midfielder side-footed wide from 12 yards out. Instead, Maddison killed off the tie with 20 minutes remaining when he tapped in the rebound after Barnes’s shot was saved.


Without injured top scorer Jamie Vardy, the manager made eight changes. Maddison kept his place and was instrumental in their comeback. Maddison was directly involved in 12 goals in 24 games for Leicester this season (eight goals, four assists), as many as he was in 38 games in all competitions last term.


5TH ROUND


LEICESTER 1-0 BRIGHTON


10 FEBRUARY 2021


Again, FA Cup legend is made up of last gasp winners. Kelechi Iheanacho was at the start of his goalscoring run when he grabbed a 94th-minute winner just when the tie looked certain to head into extra-time with neither side able to break the deadlock. A quick short corner in stoppage time and Iheanacho headed in from close range.


Substitute Iheanacho nodded in from Youri Tielemans’ cross to settle a tie where both sides made seven changes with their attention on the opposite ends of the Premier League. Iheanacho scored his 11th FA Cup goal on his 17th appearance in the competition, and his first since January 2020 against Brentford.


In an unremarkable first half neither side registered a single shot on target. The second half improved with Andi Zeqiri and Cengiz Under having efforts ruled out for offside.


All four shots on target in the match arrived after the 82nd minute (three for Leicester, one for Brighton), including Iheanacho’s 94th-minute winner.


Brendan Rodgers’ side were now beaten just once in 13 games, an impressive run, and reached the last eight of the FA Cup for the second successive season. The Foxes reached that stage in back-to-back seasons for the first time since 1968-69.


A nasty-looking knee injury to James Justin was not as bad as was first feared after the in-form full-back landed awkwardly, jarring his leg on impact, and was carried off on a stretcher. Rodgers said: “He said he could have walked off and after five minutes in the changing room it eased up. On first look there’s nothing major, which is good news.”


With the prospect of extra time and penalties looming on a chilly evening, the Foxes played a quick corner deep in injury time and Iheanacho popped up to nod home his fifth of the season.


Brighton have lost their first ever English domestic cup match against Leicester, having progressed from each of their previous three such ties against the Foxes in either the FA Cup or League Cup.


Rodgers: “I believe we have improved. The mentality in the team has grown over the past year. Everyone was delighted it wasn’t half an hour more for extra time. The game was a bit broken and there weren’t so many chances. You have to keep going and keep fighting. It’s another clean sheet, a great win, players getting minutes and getting through to the quarter-finals again.”


Brighton manager Graham Potter: “We’re disappointed; we put such a lot into the game. Our performance was really good; we more than matched them. We’re happy about that but disappointed with the result.”


QUARTER-FINALS


LEICESTER 3-1 MANCHESTER UNITED


21 MARCH 2021


Kelechi Iheanacho took his tally to seven goals in his last four games with a deadly double to knock Ole Gunnar Solskjaer’s side out of the FA Cup. Two goals from Iheanacho and one from Youri Tielemans put the Foxes into the last four for the first time in 39 years.


Fred’s awful back pass gifted Iheanacho the opener and, after Mason Greenwood levelled, Tielemans restored the advantage. Tielemans swapped passes around Matic with Iheanacho to drive towards goal and United’s defence parted to allow the Belgium to find the bottom corner from 18 yards. Iheanacho wrapped it up with a simple header 12 minutes from the end to set up a Wembley semi-final against Southampton.


Leicester were missing James Maddison, James Justin, Harvey Barnes and Ricardo Pereira through injury. There were no surprises from Brendan Rodgers with his team selection as Marc Albrighton replaced the injured Pereira.


Ole Gunnar Solskjaer, though, controversially, decided to rest a handful of his United regulars. United made five changes from their win in AC Milan. Bruno Fernandes and Luke Shaw were among the players given a rest, while Marcus Rashford was missing through injury. In came Alex Telles, Nemanja Matic, Donny van de Beek, Paul Pogba and Anthony Martial.


The Leicester midfield was led by Ndidi. His partnership with Tielemans had the perfect balance, overwhelming Fred and Matic. The United manager sent on Bruno Fernandes, Luke Shaw, Edinson Cavani and Scott McTominay with 25 minutes left, but it was too little too late as it failed to spark them back into the tie.


The opener came on 24 minutes; an embarrassment from a United perspective. United tried to pass their way out from the back and, when Maguire played Fred into trouble, the midfielder sold Henderson short, allowing Iheanacho to nip in, round the keeper and tap into an empty net for his 12th goal in 18 FA Cup appearances.


Leicester’s win set up a first FA Cup semi-final since 1982; they had lost five consecutive FA Cup quarter-final matches before. United lost an away match against English opposition for the first time in 30 matches, the previous such defeat coming against Liverpool in January 2020. This was Leicester’s first victory in 14 attempts against United, since beating them 5-3 in a Premier League match in September 2014.


Rodgers: “It was a great team performance. Every aspect of the game was complete. We showed courage to play football against one of Europe’s greatest teams. I’m so happy for the players. I thought we thoroughly deserved it.


“Kelechi has always contributed. Maybe his confidence was lower but he works so hard every day and always comes in and gives his all. You see his confidence now. He’s at the top of his game. It’s a different structure [up front]. Kelechi is probably best with someone up there with him. Those two are working very well.


“Our solidity and intensity of press was very good. When we dropped into our shape, we denied them space. To beat Manchester United 3-1 you have to be complete in all aspects of the game and the players did that.


“[The semi-final] is a way off yet. I told the players they were three games from history. Now it’s two. We’re making the right steps, we’re on the right path. We’re very ambitious to be the best we can be. That’s the challenge and it’s the test we’re enjoying.”


Ole Gunnar Solskjaer: “This team have been fantastic in the last three or four months. We played every three days and been on a great run. It just caught up with us - all the games and travels. Thursday night in Milan was a big night and took a lot of out of us physically. We didn’t have the extra zip, authority and confidence. We’ve got too many players that have played too many games and too many that haven’t really had much football.


“We didn’t have enough against a tough team. We’re not pointing fingers and blaming - the second one is a good goal by the boy but maybe with a zip of energy we could’ve got to him and wouldn’t have been done as easily in the middle.


“We’ve got the Europa League and Premier League to concentrate on - yes, we would’ve liked to go to Wembley but now the focus is on the games we have. We’re in a good position in the league and we want to keep improving. Of course Leicester are just behind us so it won’t be easy but we want to keep going and get as far as possible in the Europa as well.”


SEMI-FINALS


LEICESTER 1-0 SOUTHAMPTON


18 APRIL 2021


The Foxes reached their first FA Cup final for 52 years thanks to Kelechi Iheanacho’s goal 10 minutes after half-time. There were 4,000 supporters as part of a pilot scheme as football began the slow return after the pandemic.


Tickets were limited to residents of Brent - the north London borough where Wembley Stadium is situated - and key workers. This was the biggest crowd at a football match in England since the country went into lockdown in March the previous year - as the team came out to cheers from 4,000 fans inside Wembley, reciprocating the gesture as they lined up before kick-off.


Brendan Rodgers immediately enthused that his side had “the chance to create history”.


“That is what this game is about, creating a memory,” said Rodgers, who had yet to win major silverware in English football, having won seven trophies in less than three years as manager of Celtic.


“I have been made aware since I’ve been at Leicester how important this cup is for the supporters. We have the chance to create history. When we arrived here, that was the ambition. From a football perspective we wanted to be able to compete and we have been able to do that. Now we have a trophy to genuinely go for.”


Kelechi Iheanacho, who benefited from Jamie Vardy’s fine work to score at the second attempt, added: “It is a dream come true. I watched the FA Cup when I was little and now, I get the chance to play in the final. I think the FA Cup loves me and I love the FA Cup.”


Since his debut in the FA Cup in January 2016, Iheanacho has scored more goals in the competition (first round onwards) than any other player, netting 14 times in 19 games. Iheanacho is the first Nigerian player to score 15 goals in all competitions in a season for a Premier League club since Odion Ighalo in 2015-16 for Watford, who scored 17. By contrast, Jamie Vardy had gone 11 games without a goal in all competitions for Leicester, his longest goal drought since a run of 16 games between September - December 2016.


Iheanacho’s goal secured a place in the final against Chelsea, who the Foxes beat in the Premier League in January. While they were underdogs, Leicester had enough quality and resilience to be quietly confident.


Southampton fancied their chances in the FA Cup and had a big opportunity to reach the final, but they came up short.


There were cheers when the supporters were thanked over the public address system for their attendance and the hope was that this test event helped navigate a route out of the behind-closed-doors games.


Rodgers: “It feels amazing. I thought we deserved it, the players worked so hard. Commiserations to Southampton, they are a terrific team.


“We got the goal which was a great piece of play by Jamie [Vardy]. We had two or three moments after that to close it out. When you are 1-0 up, you have to show that self-control and stay calm and we did that.


“Even though there were only 4,000 fans, it felt great. It will be amazing when we get supporters back into stadiums. I did hear some Leicester supporters in there and it was really nice.”


Ralph Hasenhuttl: “We conceded our first goal in the FA Cup. [It is] Hard to take because we haven’t been the worst team. That such a goal decides such a game is a pity for us. In the end, especially in the final third, we didn’t have good moments. We couldn’t get a shot on goal and this is not enough.”


Leicester City reached their first FA Cup final since 1969, a gap of 52 years, the longest between finals since Portsmouth went 69 and Cardiff went 81 between finals before facing one another in 2008. This was only Leicester’s fourth win in 15 appearances at Wembley (D1 L10) and their first since the 2000 League Cup final against Tranmere.




CHAPTER 2


GREAT EXPECTATIONS


Brendan Rodgers left Celtic when the club were on the brink of winning the treble for the third straight year. That was two and a half years before he was on the verge of creating history in English football, and indeed Scottish football, as only Sir Alex had previously won trophies both sides of the border.


He built a team to challenge for the Premier League’s top four but the final alone was not the reason for leaving Parkhead for the King Power. While hugely successful in Scotland, he was sacked by Liverpool after getting so close to the title at Anfield, and there was unfinished business in England; he just needed the right club to restore his credentials south of the border. “I don’t want to say that, I knew what I was leaving, I was leaving one of the great clubs in the world in Celtic,” said the 48-year-old. “To deal with the pressure there, the expectation and that mental fortitude to deal with the biggest clubs was an incredible experience for me. From that point I thought I had taken it as far as I could, it was on to the next challenge.
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