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In "Three French Moralists and The Gallantry of France," Edmund Gosse delves into the rich tapestry of French literature, focusing on the moralist writers of the 17th century: La Rochefoucauld, La Fontaine, and Vauvenargues. Through a blend of critical analysis and historical context, Gosse explores how these writers grappled with themes of human behavior, ethics, and the social mores of their time. The book is characterized by its elegant prose and incisive insight, offering both a literary critique and a commentary on the cultural fabric of France during a period marked by the complexities of gallantry and moral introspection. Gosse deftly balances literary exposition with biographical sketches, illuminating the interplay between personal experience and literary expression in the works of these influential figures. Edmund Gosse, a prominent literary critic and biographer of the late Victorian era, was deeply immersed in both English and French literary traditions. His extensive studies and expertise in translation from French to English informed his understanding of moralism as a literary form. This background, combined with his own experiences and reflections on human nature, inspired him to present this comparative exploration of French moralists, highlighting their relevance to broader philosophical discourses. "Three French Moralists and The Gallantry of France" is a must-read for anyone interested in the intricacies of moral philosophy as expressed through literature. Gosse's analytical lens offers readers a thoughtful engagement with the ideas presented by these authors, making the book an essential resource for scholars, students, and general readers alike. By exposing the connection between writers and their cultural context, Gosse invites us to reconsider the lessons they impart and their enduring relevance in today's discourse.
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In "Philebus," Plato engages in profound philosophical discourse on the nature of pleasure and knowledge through a dialectical conversation between Socrates and his interlocutors. The dialogue deftly intertwines ethics, metaphysics, and epistemology, ultimately questioning what constitutes the highest good for humans. Through its intricate structure, "Philebus" reflects Plato's characteristic style, employing an interplay of distinct voices and rigorous logical arguments set against the backdrop of the Socratic method. This work stands within the context of Plato's broader investigation of the soul and happiness, revealing his evolving thoughts on the relationship between reason and desire. Plato, a pivotal figure of Western philosophy, was profoundly influenced by the intellectual currents of his time, including sophism and the burgeoning interest in empiricism. His educational background, which included mentorship under Socrates, profoundly shaped his philosophical inquiries into ethics and human well-being. "Philebus" emerges as a seminal text that captures Plato's contemplations on the implications of pleasure and its role in a well-lived life, highlighting the philosophical tensions of his era. This text is essential reading for scholars and students of philosophy, as it not only embodies the intricacies of Plato's thought but also provokes critical reflection on contemporary ethical dilemmas. "Philebus" transcends its historical context, offering valuable insights into the ongoing discourse surrounding pleasure, knowledge, and the pursuit of the good life.
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In "Walk in the Light While There is Light," Leo Tolstoy presents a thought-provoking exploration of morality, faith, and the nature of goodness. Written in a reflective and philosophical style, the book consists of a series of essays and meditations that revolve around the ethical dilemmas faced by individuals in their personal and collective lives. Tolstoy's prose is both lyrical and incisive, engaging readers to confront challenging moral questions within the context of their spiritual and social environments, echoing the literary tradition of Russian realism while simultaneously projecting his own spiritual crisis onto the broader canvas of human experience. Leo Tolstoy, one of the giants of Russian literature, is known for his monumental works such as "War and Peace" and "Anna Karenina." A deeply spiritual man grappling with existential questions, Tolstoy's later life saw him embark on a quest for a simpler, more meaningful existence. His quest for authenticity and understanding of God's will is vividly portrayed in this collection, making it a reflection of his evolving philosophical and theological beliefs, especially his emphasis on love, moral integrity, and social responsibility. "Walk in the Light While There is Light" is highly recommended for readers interested in philosophical literature that transcends time and cultural boundaries. Tolstoy's insights not only resonate with those grappling with ethical challenges today but also illuminate the profound spiritual undercurrents intrinsic to human existence, making this work an essential read for anyone seeking to explore the depths of human morality and purpose.
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In "The Scientific Basis of Morals, and Other Essays," William Kingdon Clifford presents a profound exploration of the intersection between ethics and science, challenging traditional moral philosophy with a compelling argument that morality can be grounded in empirical evidence and rational thought. Written in the late 19th century, this collection reflects the Victorian era's preoccupations with the natural sciences and their implications for human behavior. Clifford's literary style combines clarity with rigorous reasoning, employing a persuasive tone that draws upon the advancements in logic and scientific inquiry of his time, ultimately advocating for a morality founded on a critical assessment of human welfare and the consequences of our actions. William Kingdon Clifford was not only a prominent mathematician and philosopher, but also a vocal advocate for the ethical responsibilities of individuals in society. His experiences in academia, along with his engagement in social reform movements, likely informed his view that a scientific approach to ethics could promote a more rational, altruistic society. Clifford's commitment to empirical evidence and skepticism towards superstition can be seen as a reflection of the progressive thought that characterized the intellectual landscape of his era. This book is highly recommended for those interested in moral philosophy, the philosophy of science, and the ethical implications of scientific thought. Clifford's essays offer a unique perspective that encourages readers to rethink the foundations of their moral beliefs and consider the potential for a more scientific approach to ethics in contemporary discourse.
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In "Elements of Morals," Paul Janet presents a profound exploration of ethical principles that underpin human actions and societal norms. With a distinctive analytical style, Janet delves into various moral philosophies, juxtaposing classical theories with contemporary perspectives. His methodical examination encompasses themes of individual morality, social justice, and the philosophical foundations of ethical decision-making, revealing the complexities inherent in moral reasoning. The book occupies a significant place in the moral philosophy discourse of the late 19th century, offering critical insights that continue to resonate with modern ethical dilemmas. Paul Janet, a prominent French philosopher, was deeply influenced by the intellectual currents of his time, particularly Auguste Comte's positivism. His academic background, intertwined with an appreciation for scientific rigor, informed his approach to moral philosophy. Janet sought to bridge the gap between empirical understanding and moral reasoning, positioning "Elements of Morals" as a vital contribution to the evolution of ethics. His engagement with social issues and advocacy for rational thought highlighted his commitment to applying philosophical concepts to everyday life. This book is essential for anyone interested in the foundations of moral philosophy, as it not only articulates key ethical doctrines but also challenges readers to contemplate their moral frameworks. Janet's rigorous inquiry invites scholars, students, and inquisitive minds alike to engage critically with the principles guiding human conduct, making it a valuable addition to the library of anyone eager to understand the intricacies of morality.
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Some apology must be made for an attempt "to translate the untranslatable." Notwithstanding there are no less than eight English translations of La Rochefoucauld, hardly any are readable, none are free from faults, and all fail more or less to convey the author's meaning. Though so often translated, there is not a complete English edition of the Maxims and Reflections. All the translations are confined exclusively to the Maxims, none include the Reflections. This may be accounted for, from the fact that most of the translations are taken from the old editions of the Maxims, in which the Reflections do not appear. Until M. Suard devoted his attention to the text of Rochefoucauld, the various editions were but reprints of the preceding ones, without any regard to the alterations made by the author in the later editions published during his life-time. So much was this the case, that Maxims which had been rejected by Rochefoucauld in his last edition, were still retained in the body of the work. To give but one example, the celebrated Maxim as to the misfortunes of our friends, was omitted in the last edition of the book, published in Rochefoucauld's life-time, yet in every English edition this Maxim appears in the body of the work.

M. Aimé Martin in 1827 published an edition of the Maxims and Reflections which has ever since been the standard text of Rochefoucauld in France. The Maxims are printed from the edition of 1678, the last published during the author's life, and the last which received his corrections. To this edition were added two Supplements; the first containing the Maxims which had appeared in the editions of 1665, 1666, and 1675, and which were afterwards omitted; the second, some additional Maxims found among various of the author's manuscripts in the Royal Library at Paris. And a Series of Reflections which had been previously published in a work called "Receuil de pièces d'histoire et de littérature." Paris, 1731. They were first published with the Maxims in an edition by Gabriel Brotier.

In an edition of Rochefoucauld entitled "Reflexions, ou Sentences et Maximes Morales, augmentées de plus deux cent nouvelles Maximes et Maximes et Pensées diverses suivant les copies Imprimées à Paris, chez Claude Barbin, et Matre Cramoisy 1692,"* some fifty Maxims were added, ascribed by the editor to Rochefoucauld, and as his family allowed them to be published under his name, it seems probable they were genuine. These fifty form the third supplement to this book.



*In all the French editions this book is spoken of as published in 1693. The only copy I have seen is in the Cambridge University Library, 47, 16, 81, and is called "Reflexions Morales."









The apology for the present edition of Rochefoucauld must therefore be twofold: firstly, that it is an attempt to give the public a complete English edition of Rochefoucauld's works as a moralist. The body of the work comprises the Maxims as the author finally left them, the first supplement, those published in former editions, and rejected by the author in the later; the second, the unpublished Maxims taken from the author's correspondence and manuscripts, and the third, the Maxims first published in 1692. While the Reflections, in which the thoughts in the Maxims are extended and elaborated, now appear in English for the first time. And secondly, that it is an attempt (to quote the preface of the edition of 1749) "to do the Duc de la Rochefoucauld the justice to make him speak English."













Translator's Introduction


Table of Contents



The description of the "ancien regime" in France, "a despotism tempered by epigrams," like most epigrammatic sentences, contains some truth, with much fiction. The society of the last half of the seventeenth, and the whole of the eighteenth centuries, was doubtless greatly influenced by the precise and terse mode in which the popular writers of that date expressed their thoughts. To a people naturally inclined to think that every possible view, every conceivable argument, upon a question is included in a short aphorism, a shrug, and the word "voilà," truths expressed in condensed sentences must always have a peculiar charm. It is, perhaps, from this love of epigram, that we find so many eminent French writers of maxims. Pascal, De Retz, La Rochefoucauld, La Bruyère, Montesquieu, and Vauvenargues, each contributed to the rich stock of French epigrams. No other country can show such a list of brilliant writers—in England certainly we cannot. Our most celebrated, Lord Bacon, has, by his other works, so surpassed his maxims, that their fame is, to a great measure, obscured. The only Englishman who could have rivalled La Rochefoucauld or La Bruyère was the Earl of Chesterfield, and he only could have done so from his very intimate connexion with France; but unfortunately his brilliant genius was spent in the impossible task of trying to refine a boorish young Briton, in "cutting blocks with a razor."

Of all the French epigrammatic writers La Rochefoucauld is at once the most widely known, and the most distinguished. Voltaire, whose opinion on the century of Louis XIV. is entitled to the greatest weight, says, "One of the works that most largely contributed to form the taste of the nation, and to diffuse a spirit of justice and precision, is the collection of maxims, by Francois Duc de la Rochefoucauld."

This Francois, the second Duc de la Rochefoucauld, Prince de Marsillac, the author of the maxims, was one of the most illustrious members of the most illustrious families among the French noblesse. Descended from the ancient Dukes of Guienne, the founder of the Family Fulk or Foucauld, a younger branch of the House of Lusignan, was at the commencement of the eleventh century the Seigneur of a small town, La Roche, in the Angounois. Our chief knowledge of this feudal lord is drawn from the monkish chronicles. As the benefactor of the various abbeys and monasteries in his province, he is naturally spoken of by them in terms of eulogy, and in the charter of one of the abbeys of Angouleme he is called, "vir nobilissimus Fulcaldus." His territorial power enabled him to adopt what was then, as is still in Scotland, a common custom, to prefix the name of his estate to his surname, and thus to create and transmit to his descendants the illustrious surname of La Rochefoucauld.

From that time until that great crisis in the history of the French aristocracy, the Revolution of 1789, the family of La Rochefoucauld have been, "if not first, in the very first line" of that most illustrious body. One Seigneur served under Philip Augustus against Richard Coeur de Lion, and was made prisoner at the battle of Gisors. The eighth Seigneur Guy performed a great tilt at Bordeaux, attended (according to Froissart) to the Lists by some two hundred of his kindred and relations. The sixteenth Seigneur Francais was chamberlain to Charles VIII. and Louis XII., and stood at the font as sponsor, giving his name to that last light of French chivalry, Francis I. In 1515 he was created a baron, and was afterwards advanced to a count, on account of his great service to Francis and his predecessors.
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