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			The elemental foundation of the Christian life that includes all areas of its life is the Faith. Understanding what faith is, how it comes, and how to release it is critical for us to live the life God has planned in eternity and that was earned by Christ on the cross of Calvary.

			All the relationship someone has with God and all that a person can do in God is by faith and only by faith. That’s why we present the ABC of faith, which is.

			 

			
					What is faith?

					How does faith come?

					How to release it?

			

			 

			But first we must understand the importance of the life of Faith.

			 

			The importance of Faith

			
					It is impossible to please God without faith 

Hebrews 11.6 — And without faith it is impossible to please God, because anyone who comes to him must believe that he exists and that he rewards those who earnestly seek him.

 

Faith is the way to come to God. Throughout the Bible, God’s pleasure and joy in having a relationship with His creation is evident, especially when people share this desire, and the only way for them to follow this path and to live this communion is through faith.

 



					The righteous will live by faith 

The word “righteous” that appears in Romans 1.17 gives the idea of “those who have been declared righteous because they accepted and believed in Jesus’ sacrifice for their sins”. So whoever believes in the work of Christ is called to live this way of life. This same statement appears four times in the Bible:

 

Romans 1.17 — For in the gospel the righteousness of God is revealed — a righteousness that is by faith from first to last, just as it is written: “The righteous will live by faith.”

 


	Habakkuk 2.4 - See, the enemy is puffed up; his desires are not upright— but the righteous person will live by his faithfulness.

	Romans 1.17 - For in the gospel the righteousness of God is revealed—a righteousness that is by faith from first to last, just as it is written: “The righteous will live by faith.”

	Galatians 3.11 - Clearly no one who relies on the law is justified before God, because “the righteous will live by faith.”

	Hebrews 10.38 - And, “But my righteous one will live by faith. And I take no pleasure in the one who shrinks back.”





			

			 

			
					Everything is possible for one who believes (Matthew 17.20 and Mark 9.23) 

It is easy for every Christian to believe that nothing is impossible for God, but Jesus made sure that everything is possible for the believer, not just for God. In this way, faith enables us to live the impossible (see Mark 11:23), so that, all we can believe becomes possible to live, even if it is impossible in our eyes, capacity and human mind.

 



					Power to be a child of God

			

			 

			John 1.12 — Yet to all who did receive him, to those who believed in his name, he gave the right to become children of God.

			 

			Our life and history are transformed when we believe. We are not children because we are chosen, but because we believe in Jesus.

			 

			A) What is Faith?

			Faith (pistis) – primarily, firm persuasion, a conviction based upon hearing, it is used in the New Testament always of faith in God or Christ, or things spiritual. – W.E. Vine.

			 

			God’s Word gives us a wonderful definition of what faith is, so we should not try to create one, but study that of the Word.

			 

			Hebrews 11.1 — Now faith is confidence in what we hope for and assurance about what we do not see.

			 

			Let’s look at how other versions bring this definition:

			(Hebrews 11.1) – “Now faith means we are confident of what we hope for, convinced of what we do not see”. (Moffatt Bible)

			(Hebrews 11.1) – “Now faith is the guarantee of things hoped for, the certainty of things not seen”. (Difusora Bible – PT)

			(Hebrews 11.1) – “Faith is a way of already possessing what one expects, a means of knowing realities not seen”. (Pastoral Edition)

			(Hebrews 11.1) – “Now faith is the assurance (the confirmation, the title deed) of the things [we] hope for, being the proof of things [we] do not see and the conviction of their reality [faith perceiving as real fact what is not revealed to the senses].” (Amplified Bible – Classic Edition)

			(Hebrews 11.1) – “Now faith is the firm foundation of things hoped for, and the proof of things not seen”. (Almeida)

			When we meditate on all these versions we realise a few things.

			 

			
					For faith to manifest itself, we need an initial hope or expectation. In other words, it talks about expectations, desires and longings

					When we come to believe we begin to have an early possession or title deed of what we just expected. We have a certainty, a guarantee, for what was only expected now has a substance, a foundation.

					Faith is certainty, conviction, proof, and not something that we ‘try’ to believe for. It has, it does not yearn for.

					If we are looking for something in the future, we do not believe, because faith already has what it expected (early possession, title deed).

					Faith deals with the unseen. It proves that even if I don’t see it, the desired object is real. In fact, faith testifies that what the natural eyes cannot see exists.

			

			 

			Faith is grasping the unrealities of hope and bringing them into the realm of reality. – Kenneth E. Hagin

			 

			Faith & Hope

			The first thing we need to understand is that faith and hope are different things. As we see in the text of Hebrews 11.1 faith is certainty, or a firm foundation of hope, but it is not equal to hope. There are things in the Gospel that we can only hope for, usually associated with the coming of the Lord Jesus, we call it blessed hope.

			 

			Titus 2.13 — “While we wait for the blessed hope—the appearing of the glory of our great God and Savior, Jesus Christ”.

			 

			But for the aspects of the Gospel that touch our present life, we must not only wait, we must also believe, and as we have seen in the various versions, faith is an early possession, a title deed of what is expected.

			So when someone says they believe that God will do something, they are not acting in faith, because faith has, it does not wait. Do you realize how uncertain this condition is? Always remember that faith is certainty, firm foundation, early possession, proof. Faith is substance of the unseen. Not seeing is not important, because by faith it is now a fact, it will not be one day, it is today.

			 

			Believe with the heart

			Another important point is to understand that every human being has a kind of faith for natural things. There are many things that we do not see and do not know about how they work, but we act with assurance on their existence and operation. But the faith that pleases God is a spiritual force and it is not based on natural things. What we will call the “Faith of the Heart” is not human and does not depend on the physical laws, but it comes from God and is based on His power and ability.

			 

			Mark 11.23 – …

			 

			Notice the expression “believe in the heart,” this is about the spirit of the man, his innermost being. This is not a mental exercise of convincing, although the mind is involved in the process as we will see later. See another important text:

			 

			Romans 10.8-11 – …

			 

			With the heart one believes for salvation!!! Faith is a spiritual force that springs from the spirit of man who is in communion with God. Faith is not reasoning but inner conviction.

			This is how Abraham became the father of all who are justified by faith. Abraham went against all natural information around him and clung only to the Word of God.

			 

			Romans 4.17-22 – …

			 

			The Bible sometimes states that righteousness was imputed to Abraham because he believed what God had said. But this text from Romans 4 shows us some very important things, let’s have a look at them.

			 

			
					God gives life to the dead by saying they are alive, so death must fit God’s Word.

					This God (who gives life to the dead by calling them alive) said that old Abraham and barren Sarah would be the parents of a great multitude.

					There were two possibilities, to believe in the dead body and barrenness, or to believe what God said, even though that word was contrary to all they could see.

					To believe what the body said, even though it was logical, would be unbelief.

					Abraham chose to keep what God said.

					He was completely convinced that God’s promise could not fail.

					Doing so strengthens us and glorifies God.

			

			 

			We clearly see that after facing God’s revealed plan, Abraham decided to believe, or trust that plan. Nothing would convince Abraham that he would have no children, even though daily he had to deal with his own dead body. This body gave him a negative hope, but he decided to wait against hope and assumed himself as the father of a multitude. See the scheme below:

			 

			
				
					
					
					
					
				
				
					
							
							God said

						
							
							His body said

						
							
							What Abraham did

						
							
							Result

						
					

					
							
							So shall your offspring be.

						
							
							You are dead.

						
							
							He believed against hope.

						
							
							He was justified and received his son.

						
					

				
			

			 

			The man’s heart is his spirit

			The terms “spirit” and “heart” of man are used interchangeably in the New Testament. We know that man is spirit because he was made in the image and likeness of God, and Jesus states that God is Spirit (see John 4.24 and 1 Thessalonians 5.23). Paul said: “A person is not a Jew who is one only outwardly, nor is circumcision merely outward and physical. No, a person is a Jew who is one inwardly; and circumcision is circumcision of the heart, by the Spirit, not by the written code. Such a person’s praise is not from other people, but from God.” (Romans 2.28-29).

			 

			
					The spirit is recreated at the New Birth (see Ezekiel 11.19 and John 3.6).

			

			 

			The New Birth is the rewiring or reunion of man’s spirit with God, for they were separated as a consequence of sin, which left man in a condition that the Bible calls death. Yet, God is Spirit and we cannot have communion with Him through flesh or mind, but through spirit.

			 

			
					The heart or spirit is called the “inner man” (see 2 Corinthians 4.16; 1 Peter 3.4 and Romans 7.22).

			

			 

			We are spirit and our true “self” is the inner man (see 1 Corinthians 14:14). I have a body, it is mine, but the true “self” is the “inner man”, the spirit or “the heart”. “No, I strike a blow to my body and make it my slave so that after I have preached to others, I myself will not be disqualified for the prize.” (1 Corinthians 9.27). If the body were the true man, Paul would have said, “But I punch myself and reduce myself to slavery.” However, he refers to the body as an object. Therefore, the “I” is the inner man, the recreated spirit, the heart.

			 

			Faith & Feelings

			There are two kinds of truth:

			 

			
					The natural truth: grounded in our physical senses.

					The spiritual truth: grounded in God’s Word. For, as Jesus said: “Sanctify them by the truth; your word is truth.” (John 17.17).

			

			 

			There is no problem in walking by the natural truth as long as it does not contradict the truth of the Word. But, as we live, we are tempted to believe what our senses tell us more than God’s Word, and whenever these “truths” contradict one another, faith chooses to consider God’s Word (see Romans 3.4).

			 

			
					Faith is a spiritual force. “He replied, “Because you have so little faith. Truly I tell you, if you have faith as small as a mustard seed, you can say to this mountain, ‘Move from here to there,’ and it will move. Nothing will be impossible for you”.” (Matthew 17.20).

					The natural man cannot understand the things of the Spirit (see 1 Corinthians 2.14).

					Faith sees the answer (see Hebrews 11.27). When we do not pay attention to the natural truth but focus on the greater truth, which is God’s Word, we see ourselves as it says we are, not as our senses point out.

					We are not guided by what the five senses tell us (see 2 Corinthians 5.7 and Romans 8.14).

					Believing comes before receiving (see Mark 11.24).

			

			 

			Abraham & Thomas

			Thomas Faith is always based on the five senses.

			 

			John 20.24-29 — “Now Thomas (also known as Didymus), one of the Twelve, was not with the disciples when Jesus came. So the other disciples told him, “We have seen the Lord!” But he said to them, “Unless I see the nail marks in his hands and put my finger where the nails were, and put my hand into his side, I will not believe.” A week later his disciples were in the house again, and Thomas was with them. Though the doors were locked, Jesus came and stood among them and said, “Peace be with you!” Then he said to Thomas, “Put your finger here; see my hands. Reach out your hand and put it into my side. Stop doubting and believe.” Thomas said to him, “My Lord and my God!” Then Jesus told him, “Because you have seen me, you have believed; blessed are those who have not seen and yet have believed”.”

			 

			From reading this passage we can understand that Thomas based his faith on the five senses (he had to lay his hand and needed to see), as we have already mentioned this is the natural human faith, because it needs to see to believe. But God’s faith believes to see. Seeing to believe is not the best of God or what He expects of us, even though there are passages that show us people believing after they have seen it (see John 4.48; John 2.23 and John 2.11).

			It is important to say that none of these passages refer to born-again people or Jesus’ disciples. Thus we see that signs are helpful in stimulating the faith of those who are not yet walking with the Lord, but He expects those who already know Him to reverse the order and believe that the signs will be manifested.

			 

			
					Human faith always questions (see Exodus 4.1).

			

			 

			Abraham’s faith is always based on God’s Word.

			 

			
					It believes against what the eyes see.

					It is grounded in God’s Word no matter the circumstances (see Romans 4.17-19).

			

			 

			Biblical faith will always give credit to God’s Word, it will always be based on His Word. It has nothing to do with human feelings or conditions, and it is grounded only in the Word itself. As it is written in:

			 

			
					Luke 1.38; Luke 5.1-5; Matthew 8.5-13.

					See also Genesis 22.8; 1 Samuel 17.37; Daniel 3.17 and Acts 27.25.

			

			 

			Mental Assent

			“Mental assent” is to mentally agree that the Word is the truth, even without such a conviction in the heart. We know that we are mentally agreeing when we say that we agree that God’s Word is the truth, but we don’t get the answer to our prayers and feel unsatisfied because “the Word does not seem to work”.

			This, in fact, is a dependence on rationality. However, God-type faith does not consider the circumstances and stands firm in spite of them. It says, “If God’s Word says it is so, then it is so! The promise is mine, I have it now! ”

			 

			
					The Spirit and the Mind are distinct (see 1 Corinthians 14.14 and Hebrews 4.12).

					Read the passages and note that the biblical authors clearly contrast soul (mind) and spirit:

					The mind must be renewed with God’s Word (see Romans 12.2).

					The mind must be submitted to obedience to the Word (see 2 Corinthians 10. 4-5).

					The mind is progressively saved by the power of the Word (see James 1.21).

			

			 

			B) How does Faith come?

			Faith comes by hearing or receiving God’s Word. The expression “word of Christ” referred to in Romans 10 verse 17 comes from the Greek word “rhema” which means “spoken word” (see Romans 10.17).

			Faith is the product of knowledge and understanding of God’s Word. Therefore, a deaf person can have faith, because through the mutual help of the other senses the deaf person has the possibility to assimilate what the Word of God says. As well as a blind person who can read by touch. The important thing is to understand that if someone closes their heart to the Word, even if they are listening physically, they will not receive faith, because it is generated when we hear, understand and accept the Word of God.

			 

			Matthew 13.13-16 — “This is why I speak to them in parables: “Though seeing, they do not see; though hearing, they do not hear or understand. In them is fulfilled the prophecy of Isaiah: “‘You will be ever hearing but never understanding; you will be ever seeing but never perceiving. For this people’s heart has become calloused; they hardly hear with their ears, and they have closed their eyes. Otherwise they might see with their eyes, hear with their ears, understand with their hearts and turn, and I would heal them.’ But blessed are your eyes because they see, and your ears because they hear.”

			 

			Regarding the previous statement, the parable of the sower talks about how people can receive the word given to them. Four behaviours are identified when receiving the Word:

			 

			
					Listening and not understanding (see Matthew 13.19).

					Receiving with joy, but without firmness.

					“The seed falling on rocky ground refers to someone who hears the word and at once receives it with joy. But since they have no root, they last only a short time. When trouble or persecution comes because of the word, they quickly fall away.” (Matthew 13.20-21).

					Listening, but letting yourself be choked by caring and greed (see Matthew 13.22).

					Listening and understanding (see Matthew 13.23).

					Therefore, we can comprehend that he who not only hears but also understands the Word is fruitful in the Kingdom, for he has received the Word with meekness in his heart (see James 1.21).

			

			 

			Proverbs 4.20-23 — “My son, pay attention to what I say; turn your ear to my words. Do not let them out of your sight, keep them within your heart; for they are life to those who find them and health to one’s whole body. Above all else, guard your heart, for everything you do flows from it.”

			 

			The process of meditation plays a central role here. It is not just listening or inclining the ears, which is essential, but in addition to reading, “do not look away from the eyes, heed to the words and thus keep them in your heart for life and health.” We can also cite other texts that reaffirm this truth:

			 

			Joshua 1.8 — “Keep this Book of the Law always on your lips; meditate on it day and night, so that you may be careful to do everything written in it. Then you will be prosperous and successful.”

			 

			Psalms 1.1-3 — “Blessed is the one who does not walk in step with the wicked or stand in the way that sinners take or sit in the company of mockers, but whose delight is in the law of the Lord, and who meditates on his law day and night. That person is like a tree planted by streams of water, which yields its fruit in season and whose leaf does not wither—whatever they do prospers.”

			 

			Measure of Faith

			 

			Romans 12.3 – …

			 

			The first thing we need to understand is that it is not biblical to ask for faith, because everyone who is born again already has faith. A measure of faith is shared in our hearts in order for us to be born again, so those who have no faith are not born again (Ephesians 2.8-9).

			 

			2 Thessalonians 3.2 — “And pray that we may be delivered from wicked and evil people, for not everyone has faith.”

			 

			Eventually the phrase “not everyone has faith” is used to prove that not everyone has faith, but note in the text that Paul is not talking about believers but of wicked and evil people, this cannot be a description of the born-again people. Paul was asking for prayer for safety against evil men, they are not in faith, they do not believe in Christ, and they are not born again.

			Faith can be measured and we find examples in the Bible of people with different levels of faith (see Matthew 6.30; Matthew 14.31; Matthew 8.8,10; Matthew 15.28 and James 2.5).

			 

			
					It is not biblical to ask God to increase our faith.

			

			 

			Luke 17.5-6 — “The apostles said to the Lord, “Increase our faith!” He replied, “If you have faith as small as a mustard seed, you can say to this mulberry tree, ‘Be uprooted and planted in the sea,’ and it will obey you.”

			 

			Faith comes not by asking, faith comes by hearing! The disciples in their ignorance asked Jesus to increase their faith, but that does not mean that it is right to ask. We find other mistakes made by the disciples as we read the New Testament, but we must never repeat them, thinking they were right because they were recorded in the Bible. It is true that at that moment they asked, but that does not mean that Jesus answered that request. If you read from the beginning of the story to verse ten, you will find that Jesus explained that they should forgive because this was their obligation as disciples of Christ. They were to do what Jesus had commanded. Using a parable, Jesus demonstrates that the forgiveness that should be released to the offender was their obligation as “servants” and not a favor to be offered by the “Lord.” However, Jesus also added that if they had faith, they should speak what they believe and it would happen. He used a mulberry tree as an example, but the context spoke of hurt and unforgiveness.

			 

			
					Increasing the faith we receive is our responsibility.

			

			 

			2 Thessalonians 1.3 — “We ought always to thank God for you, brothers and sisters, and rightly so, because your faith is growing more and more, and the love all of you have for one another is increasing.”

			 

			
					Praying in tongues helps build faith (see Jude 1.20).

			

			 

			What we really need to realize is that faith is like a muscle, everyone has it, but only those who exercise it will develop it. More developed muscles have more endurance and strength. Faith comes by hearing, remains by meditating, and grows spiritually by practicing the Word. Greater faith bears more the tribulations and it is stronger for doing God’s works and overcoming the enemy.

			Four essential steps to develop your faith:

			 

			
					Feeding on God’s Word.

					Meditating on the Word.

					Practicing what you meditate.

					Praying in other tongues.

			

			 

			Logos and Rhema

			There are two Greek words translated as “Word of God” in the Bible. They are: Logos and Rhema.

			 

			
					Logos: It is the integral Word of God, the Word of God. The Greek word “logos” was born together with philosophy and has the meaning of expressing the philosopher’s idea about the world, life and everything else. God’s Logos is what God has expressed about all things, what God has made known of himself and of what he has created.

			

			 

			John 1.1-3, 14 — “In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. He was with God in the beginning. Through him all things were made; without him nothing was made that has been made…The Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us. We have seen his glory, the glory of the one and only Son, who came from the Father, full of grace and truth.”

			 

			It is also used to describe the written Word when referring to the Old Testament (see Mark 7.13).

			 

			
					Rhema: that which is or has been uttered by the living voice, thing spoken, word any sound produced by the voice and having definite meaning, speech, discourse (Strong Reference). As we have said, “Rhema” is the spoken word (see Ephesians 6.17).

			

			 

			The Bible says that it is by the rhema word that faith comes, that is, by the spoken word, as it is by rhema that man lives (see Romans 10.17 and Matthew 4.4). Thus, when man speaks the Word of God, life is generated in his spirit!

			 

			Note: Rhema is a Greek word meaning “spoken word”, regardless of what word it is (whether from God or not). In fact, it means “spoken word” as opposed to any other word, whether written, known, etc. It is not a special or sacred word, it only needs to be “voiced”, ie “being spoken”, which is considered Rhema. However, in previous texts, we must consider that the word Rhema, that gives life to man, generates faith in his heart and is the sword of the spirit is not any word, but we understand that it is the Word of God.

			 

			What the Word guarantees us

			 

			“Faith is an early possession of what is expected, a means of demonstrating unseen realities” (Hebrews 11: 1- Jerusalem Bible).

			 

			If faith is an “early possession,” we need to find out what we have. We have already discovered the source of this knowledge which is the Word of God. We know whom the teacher is, who is the Holy Spirit of God. But what in fact does the Bible assure us that we have?

			 

			
					All things (see 1 Corinthians 3.21-23 and 2 Peter 1.3).

					We are heirs of God and co-heirs with Christ.

			

			 

			Romans 8:17, 31-32 — “Now if we are children, then we are heirs—heirs of God and co-heirs with Christ, if indeed we share in his sufferings in order that we may also share in his glory… What, then, shall we say in response to these things? If God is for us, who can be against us? He who did not spare his own Son, but gave him up for us all—how will he not also, along with him, graciously give us all things?”

			 

			
					What we ask (see Matthew 7.11).

			

			 

			John 16.23-24 — “In that day you will no longer ask me anything. Very truly I tell you, my Father will give you whatever you ask in my name. Until now you have not asked for anything in my name. Ask and you will receive, and your joy will be complete.”

			 

			c) Release the Faith

			Once we understand what Faith is, and how we receive it, the next step is to understand and learn how to make it work for us, or how to release it. The primary way to release our faith is through the confession of God’s Word.

			 

			Confession

			To confess: “Homologeo” lit., to speak the same thing”, “to assent, accord, agree with,” denotes, (a) “to confess, declare, admit”; (b) “to confess by way of admitting oneself guilty of what one is accused of, the result of inward conviction”; (c) “to declare openly by way of speaking out freely, such confession being the effect of deep conviction of facts”; (d) “to confess by way of celebrating with praise”; (e) “to promise” (W.E. Vine Dictionary).

			In Christian circles, the word confession often comes with the idea of taking on sins, but as we see in the quotation from W. E. Vine’s dictionary, it means much more than that.

			There are four types of confessions that are alluded to in the New Testament:

			 

			
					The teachings of John the Baptist and Jesus regarding the confession of the Jews’ sins (see Matthew 3.5-6).

					The sinner’s confession today.

			

			 

			This is not the confession of sins committed, but of the one and greatest sin of not believing in Christ:

			 

			John 16.7-11 — “But very truly I tell you, it is for your good that I am going away. Unless I go away, the Advocate will not come to you; but if I go, I will send him to you. When he comes, he will prove the world to be in the wrong about sin and righteousness and judgment: about sin, because people do not believe in me; about righteousness, because I am going to the Father, where you can see me no longer; and about judgment, because the prince of this world now stands condemned.”

			 

			And it must be done by believing with the heart:

			 

			Romans 10.8-10 — “But what does it say? “The word is near you; it is in your mouth and in your heart,” that is, the message concerning faith that we proclaim: If you declare with your mouth, “Jesus is Lord,” and believe in your heart that God raised him from the dead, you will be saved. For it is with your heart that you believe and are justified, and it is with your mouth that you profess your faith and are saved.”

			 

			This must be then a confession based on inner conviction, but manifested on the outside, it doesn’t need to be a public confession.

			 

			
					The confession that the believer makes of some sin committed when it happens (see 1 John 1.9).

					The confession of our faith in God’s Word.

			

			 

			Our confession of faith must be based on five things:

			 

			
					That which God has done for us in Christ, in His plan of redemption.

					That which God, through the Word and the Holy Spirit, has accomplished in us at the New Birth and as we received the fullness of the Holy Spirit.

					That which we are to God the Father in Christ Jesus.

					That which Jesus is doing for us now at the Father’s right hand, interceding for us.

					That which God can do through us by His Spirit or by His Word.

			

			 

			The Law of Faith: Believing and Speaking (see 2 Corinthians 4.13 and Romans 10. 8).

			There is no faith without confession. Just believing is useless. Confession “releases faith” (see Mark 11.23).

			Faith that pleases God “speaks” (see Mark 11.23 and Hebrews 11.3).

			Jesus is the Apostle and High Priest of our confession (see Hebrews 3:1).

			We must keep our confession firm (see Hebrews 4.14).

			What we confess feeds our spirit.

			 

			Proverbs 18.20-21 — “From the fruit of their mouth a person’s stomach is filled; with the harvest of their lips they are satisfied. The tongue has the power of life and death, and those who love it will eat its fruit.”

			 

			Faith comes by hearing God’s Word and we must remember that there is no mouth closer to our ears than our own, so the more we speak the Word, the more we hear it, and thus we feed and increase our faith.

			Confessing the Word makes us prosper.

			 

			Joshua 1.8 — “Keep this Book of the Law always on your lips; meditate on it day and night, so that you may be careful to do everything written in it. Then you will be prosperous and successful.”

			 

			Corresponding actions

			Faith requires action.

			 

			James 1.22-25 — “Do not merely listen to the word, and so deceive yourselves. Do what it says. Anyone who listens to the word but does not do what it says is like someone who looks at his face in a mirror and, after looking at himself, goes away and immediately forgets what he looks like. But whoever looks intently into the perfect law that gives freedom, and continues in it—not forgetting what they have heard, but doing it—they will be blessed in what they do.”

			 

			According to the quoted text, we deceive ourselves when we only hear and do not practice what we say we believe. And he who regards God’s Law as truth and practice it will be blessed in what he does. Thus, the greater our observance of the Word, the greater our ability to do what it says.

			Faith without deeds is dead.

			 

			James 2.17-18, 26 — “In the same way, faith by itself, if it is not accompanied by action, is dead. But someone will say, “You have faith; I have deeds.” Show me your faith without deeds, and I will show you my faith by my deeds… As the body without the spirit is dead, so faith without deeds is dead.”

			 

			Therefore, there is no faith if there is no corresponding action.

			The Confession of faith will move us to act on what we say. The Confession of Faith will generate an impulse in us to live in line with what we declare. We must always obey this impulse and act on what we claim to be true. When a believer is declaring his healing, he must act as a healed person. When he declares his prosperity, he must act as a prosperous person, when he declares God’s will for his life, he must act in accordance with that will.

			 

			
					Jesus saw the faith of the paralytic and his four friends through their actions.

			

			 

			Luke 5.17-20 — “One day Jesus was teaching, and Pharisees and teachers of the law were sitting there. They had come from every village of Galilee and from Judea and Jerusalem. And the power of the Lord was with Jesus to heal the sick. Some men came carrying a paralyzed man on a mat and tried to take him into the house to lay him before Jesus. When they could not find a way to do this because of the crowd, they went up on the roof and lowered him on his mat through the tiles into the middle of the crowd, right in front of Jesus. When Jesus saw their faith, he said, “Friend, your sins are forgiven”.”

			 

			
					He who hears the Word and practices it (faith + corresponding action) is prudent.

			

			 

			Matthew 7.24-27 — ““Therefore everyone who hears these words of mine and puts them into practice is like a wise man who built his house on the rock. The rain came down, the streams rose, and the winds blew and beat against that house; yet it did not fall, because it had its foundation on the rock. But everyone who hears these words of mine and does not put them into practice is like a foolish man who built his house on sand. The rain came down, the streams rose, and the winds blew and beat against that house, and it fell with a great crash”.”

			 

			On this same point it is interesting to also read: 2 Kings 5.1-14; John 9.1-7; Luke 17.11-14.

			 

			
					Faith is consummated by corresponding actions (see James 2.22).

					We are justified by the faith manifested in deeds.

			

			 

			James 2.21-24 — “Was not our father Abraham considered righteous for what he did when he offered his son Isaac on the altar? You see that his faith and his actions were working together, and his faith was made complete by what he did. And the scripture was fulfilled that says, “Abraham believed God, and it was credited to him as righteousness,”[a] and he was called God’s friend. You see that a person is considered righteous by what they do and not by faith alone.”

			 

			
					If it’s not funny, it’s not faith.

			

			 

			When we believe in God, we are certain that we have already received what we desire, so joy must be the natural result for the believer. One must rejoice and praise the Lord before seeing the manifestation.

			 

			Habakkuk 3.17-19 — “Though the fig tree does not bud and there are no grapes on the vines, though the olive crop fails and the fields produce no food, though there are no sheep in the pen and no cattle in the stalls, yet I will rejoice in the Lord, I will be joyful in God my Savior. The Sovereign Lord is my strength; he makes my feet like the feet of a deer, he enables me to tread on the heights.”

			 

			Associate your Faith

			As we have seen so far, faith is the foundation of the life with God. All that we give to him is by faith, and what we receive from him, whether salvation, justification, healing, prosperity, and any other blessing, is always by faith.

			However, the Christian life is more than faith and the apostle Peter calls our attention to this in his second letter.

			 

			2 Peter 1.5-7 — “For this very reason, make every effort to add to your faith goodness; and to goodness, knowledge; and to knowledge, self-control; and to self-control, perseverance; and to perseverance, godliness; and to godliness, mutual affection; and to mutual affection, love.”

			 

			The apostle Peter warns us, in his words “gathering all your diligence”, to diligently add the life of faith to a series of behaviours, or attitudes that can never be ignored, they are:

			 

			
					Virtue - The idea of Virtue here is one of moral excellence. A believer can never believe that he will live a dissolute life and see his faith work freely; on the contrary, he will be under the chains of Satan’s condemnation, even though he has been forgiven by the cross of Calvary, he will lack boldness to raise his voice in faith against the adversities.

					Knowledge - Jesus said that knowledge sets us free (John 8.32), we have shown how dependent on knowing the truth of God’s Word is faith. While we don’t know what the Bible guarantees us as ours, we will never have faith for anything.

					Self-Control or Temperance - The apostle Paul states in 1 Corinthians 9.25 that the God-rewarded believer is the one that is master of everything. Self-control is the fruit of the spirit, it keeps us free from control of anything other than our Lord Jesus.

					Endurance - Endurance will differentiate boys from adults in faith. We need to remember that it was 20 years between God’s promise and the fulfillment of the promise in Abraham’s life, sometimes we will need to stand in faith for a long time until we see the manifestation. Jesus talked about asking, seeking, and knocking (Matthew 7.7-11). Here’s what the writer of Hebrews says:

			

			 

			Hebrews 10:36 — “For ye have need of patience, that, after ye have done the will of God, ye might receive the promise.”

			 

			
					Godliness - The word godliness in Peter’s writings has a different connotation from our days, godliness here is life with God, Christian life. This is about congregating, helping the poor, letting people see their faith by their testimony.

					Brotherhood - The word translated brotherhood here is literally love among the brethren. People of faith live in family, the family of faith, they fight for their churches and for the body of Christ, they are not alone and despise no one.

					Love - The most excellent of the Christian virtues, in fact the one above all others. We can never forget that God is love and one who does not love does not know God (1 John 4.7-10)

			

		


		
			[image: ]

			[image: ]

			 

			Many people confuse the Bible with an encyclopaedia of the divine. But although the Bible reveals God to mankind, it has a specific message for humanity which is the History of the Redemption of Humanity in the Person of Jesus Christ. Everything in the Bible is connected with this; everything that the Bible states that what God did and does is connected with this redemption.

			Jesus Christ is the central character of the Scriptures and in Him, all God’s plan to save the fallen creation depraved by sin, is revealed. Understanding the redemption plan, how it came to be and its consequences, is vital to live the life God has planned for us.

			 

			Creation

			 

			To understand the Redemption of mankind, we need to understand God’s creation and why there was a need for the redemption of man.

			 

			Good man / perfect world

			 

			
					God created everything by His Word (see Genesis 1:1-24; Psalm 33:6,9 and Hebrews 11:3).

			

			 

			God created a perfect world without lack or shortage of anything. Through His Word all things came into existence. His beauty and Majesty was revealed in everything that God created:

			 

			Psalm 19:1 — The heavens declare the glory of God; the skies proclaim the work of his hands.

			 

			Psalm 57:5 — Be exalted, O God, above the heavens; let your glory be over all the earth.

			 

			Romans 11:36 — For from him and through him and for him are all things. To him be the glory forever! Amen.

			 

			
					And God created man:

			

			 

			To administer this perfect creation, God established a ruler of His own:

			 

			Genesis 1:26-27 — Then God said, “Let us make mankind in our image, in our likeness, so that they may rule over the fish in the sea and the birds in the sky, over the livestock and all the wild animals, and over all the creatures that move along the ground.” So God created mankind in his own image, in the image of God he created them; male and female he created them.

			 

			Being the image and likeness of this new created being means being as identified with His Creator as much as one can be. It means man is of the same type/quality of God, and the visible manifestation of the invisible God.

			Man was created as the one who expresses the greatness and the government of God on the Earth. He is the ruler of the Earth that God created and the one who demonstrates the lifestyle of God. While contemplating this man, nature would see God (refer to John 14:9).

			The man then becomes the governor (ruler) of the universe, in which God is sovereign (refer to Genesis 2:7).

			God is, by right of creation, the owner of everything (refer to Psalm 24:1), but He gave man the responsibility to rule the Earth under the norms and principles established by the Creator Himself.

			 

			Psalm 8:4-6 — what is mankind that you are mindful of them, human beings that you care for them? You have made them a little lower than the angels and crowned them with glory and honor. You made them rulers over the works of your hands; you put everything under their feet:

			 

			Threefold Man (refer to John 4.23)

			God is Spirit and man was made in His own image. Notwithstanding, man was not made spirit only, but spirit, soul and body, a being composed of three parts.

			 

			“As a spirit, man is able to have knowledge of God and communion with Him; as a soul, he has knowledge of himself; as a body, he has knowledge of the world through the senses”.

			— Scofield

			 

			Genesis 2:7 — Then the Lord God formed a man from the dust of the ground and breathed into his nostrils the breath of life, and the man became a living being.

			 

			1 Thessalonians 5:23 — May God himself, the God of peace, sanctify you through and through. May your whole spirit, soul and body be kept blameless at the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ.

			 

			Therefore, it is concluded that man is a spirit, has a soul and inhabits a body, and that every part of man has a voice:

			 

			
					Spirit – Consciousness (contact with the spiritual world). 

					Soul – Reasoning (contact with the intellectual world). 

					Body – Senses (contact with the physical world).

			

			 

			Refer to 2 Corinthians 4:16.

			 

			Human Spirit

			 

			Through the human spirit, also called the heart or inner man, we get connect with the spiritual dimension, which is the centre of human life.

			 

			
					It is in the spirit that we receive eternal life (refer to John 6:63).

					The spirit of man is the lamp of the Lord (refer to Proverbs 20:27; Romans 7:22 and Ephesians 3:16).

					It is the nature and the life of God, through His Word, that generates a new spirit in us and makes us new creatures (refer to 1 Peter 1:23 and James 1:18).

					It is in the spirit that we have a relationship with God (John 4:20-22).

			

			 

			Soul

			 

			Through the soul we get connect with the intellectual and emotional dimensions, including the mind, will and emotions.

			 

			“Spirit and soul represent two two modes in which the spirit nature operates. Though separate, spirit and soul are not separable (except by the Word of God). They permeate and interpenetrate each other”

			— Myer Pearlman

			– Understanding the Doctrine of the Trinity

			 

			Hebrews 4:12 — For the word of God is alive and active. Sharper than any double-edged sword, it penetrates even to dividing soul and spirit, joints and marrow; it judges the thoughts and attitudes of the heart.

			 

			The soul is what animates the body of man (living soul). In the original idea, it is inspired by the spirit (which is inspired by God) and so animates the body into actions that glorify God. Also note the fact that the Holy Spirit guides our spirit, as Romans 8:14-16 says: “For those who are led by the Spirit of God are the children of God. The Spirit you received does not make you slaves, so that you live in fear again; rather, the Spirit you received brought about your adoption to sonship. And by him we cry, “Abba, Father.” The Spirit himself testifies with our spirit that we are God’s children.

			 

			Body

			 

			Through the body we get in contact with the physical dimension; it is our “earthly home”, but we will be transformed and have an incorruptible body when we rise again (refer to 2 Corinthians 4:7 and 2 Corinthians 5:1).

			Nevertheless, body and spirit are opposed to each other and there’s a conflict between them (refer to Galatians 5:17).

			 

			Fall

			 

			Genesis 2:9, 16-17 — “The Lord God made all kinds of trees grow out of the ground—trees that were pleasing to the eye and good for food. In the middle of the garden were the tree of life and the tree of the knowledge of good and evil. … And the Lord God commanded the man, “You are free to eat from any tree in the garden; but you must not eat from the tree of the knowledge of good and evil, for when you eat from it you will certainly die.”

			 

			God created a wonderful environment for man to live. God surrounded man with abundance and joy. The plan of God was evidently for man to have life in abundance, however it came with its responsibilities. Within the range of responsibilities that man had, two trees stood out as a typical representation of the kind of life that man could live: accessing the one that he was allowed, he could partake of life; trying the other one that was forbidden, he would find death.

			We believe that there was a literal tree in Eden called by God ‘the tree of life’, but it is the Word of God that illuminates humankind, not a fruit. The Word is and has always been a substance, not material but spiritual. As Jesus said: “The words… are full of the Spirit and life.” (John 6:63). See also John 1:1-4; Psalm 119:105 and John 8:12.

			That literal tree represented a spiritual truth. It was talking about the fellowship and harmony between man and God. Because, by the things that had been created since the beginning of the world, mankind would know the invisible attributes of God along the dispensations aimed thereof (Romans 1:19-20).

			 

			
					The Tree of the Knowledge of Good and Evil

			

			 

			Obedience, love and worship are only acknowledgeable values when there is a choice. Loving something or someone is essentially a choice, so if God hadn’t given man free will to obey Him or not, worship Him or not, love Him or not, then all human worship would be false. Thus, when planting a tree in which man has the possibility to get to know evil, thereby proving of the fruit, that God gives men the right to not serve Him. Consequently, the Father shows us that adoration and love are legitimate only when you have the option of not doing so.

			Moreover, God shows his goodness when revealing in advance the consequences of such choices.

			 

			Hebrews 5:12-14 — “In fact, though by this time you ought to be teachers, you need someone to teach you the elementary truths of God’s word all over again. You need milk, not solid food! Anyone who lives on milk, being still an infant, is not acquainted with the teaching about righteousness. But solid food is for the mature, who by constant use have trained themselves to distinguish good from evil.”

			 

			When eating from the Tree of Life, man gradually would come to the discernment of good and evil without having to prove it. It is clear here that becoming mature and filling oneself with the Tree of Life (Word of God), man would accomplish what sin did, yet separating man from God, without moving away from God.

			 

			Sin

			 

			The biblical terms to designate Sin are varied. In Hebrew, the most common are hata’ah (הָאָטֲח), awon (ןֹוָע), pesha (עַׁשֶּפ), ra (ער); and in the Greek hamartia (ἁμαρτία), hamartema (ἁμάρτημα), parabasis (παράβασις), paraptoma (παραπτώμα), poneria (πονηρία), anomia (ανομια) and adikia (αδικία). There are distinctions expressed in these terms; they reflect the different aspects from which sin may be viewed. Sin is failure, error, iniquity, transgression, trespass, lawlessness and unrighteousness. It is an unmitigated evil. But the definition of sin is not to be derived simply from the terms used in Scripture to denote it. The most characteristic feature of sin in all of its aspects is that it is directed against God – The New Bible Dictionary (J. D. Douglas).

			 

			Psalm 51:4 — “Against you, you only, have I sinned and done what is evil in your sight; so you are right in your verdict and justified when you judge.”

			 

			Sinful (hamartolos): sinning, sinful, depraved, detestable (Strong).

			 

			Bad man / cursed world

			 

			Genesis 3:1-7 — “Now the serpent was more crafty than any of the wild animals the Lord God had made. He said to the woman, “Did God really say, ‘You must not eat from any tree in the garden’?” The woman said to the serpent, “We may eat fruit from the trees in the garden, but God did say, ‘You must not eat fruit from the tree that is in the middle of the garden, and you must not touch it, or you will die.’” “You will not certainly die,” the serpent said to the woman. “For God knows that when you eat from it your eyes will be opened, and you will be like God, knowing good and evil.” When the woman saw that the fruit of the tree was good for food and pleasing to the eye, and also desirable for gaining wisdom, she took some and ate it. She also gave some to her husband, who was with her, and he ate it. Then the eyes of both of them were opened, and they realised they were naked; so they sewed fig leaves together and made coverings for themselves.”

			 

			Types of death:

			 

			
					
Spiritual death: to be separated from God, out of fellowship with Him (refer to Romans 6:23).

			

			 

			We need to understand that spiritual death is not the non-existence of the human spirit, but it is its’ very existence out of fellowship with God (refer to Proverbs 15:29 and Ephesians 2:1). Spiritual death means having Satan’s nature, as well as the act of receiving eternal life means having the nature of God in us.

			 

			John 8:44 — “You belong to your father, the devil, and you want to carry out your father’s desires. He was a murderer from the beginning, not holding to the truth, for there is no truth in him. When he lies, he speaks his native language, for he is a liar and the father of lies”.

			 

			
					
Physical death: separation between the body and the spirit, which leads to the decomposition of the flesh (refer to James 2:26).

			

			 

			Physical death was not part of God’s original plan. Man was destined for eternity and immortality. This type of death is a consequence of spiritual death (refer to Genesis 3:19).

			 

			
					
Eternal death or second Death: Death is forever, and is the final destination of the wicked, when they will be resurrected and cast into the lake of fire and brimstone, and suffer eternal penalty banished from the face of God forever (refer to John 14:6).

			

			 

			Revelation 20:14-15 — “Then death and Hades were thrown into the lake of fire. The lake of fire is the second death. Anyone whose name was not found written in the book of life was thrown into the lake of fire.”

			 

			Man is an eternal being. And for this reason we will spend eternity either with the Father (eternal life) or in the lake of fire (eternal death).

			 

			Matthew 25:41-46 — “Then he will say to those on his left, ‘Depart from me, you who are cursed, into the eternal fire prepared for the devil and his angels. For I was hungry and you gave me nothing to eat, I was thirsty and you gave me nothing to drink, I was a stranger and you did not invite me in, I needed clothes and you did not clothe me, I was sick and in prison and you did not look after me.’ “They also will answer, ‘Lord, when did we see you hungry or thirsty or a stranger or needing clothes or sick or in prison, and did not help you?’ “He will reply, ‘Truly I tell you, whatever you did not do for one of the least of these, you did not do for me.’ “Then they will go away to eternal punishment, but the righteous to eternal life.”

			 

			John 5:28-29 — “Do not be amazed at this, for a time is coming when all who are in their graves will hear his voice 29 and come out—those who have done what is good will rise to live, and those who have done what is evil will rise to be condemned.”

			 

			The Consequences of Sin in Human Life

			 

			
					Condemnation (refer to Romans 5:18 and Romans 5:16)

					Curse

			

			 

			Isaiah 59:1-2 — “Surely the arm of the Lord is not too short to save, nor his ear too dull to hear. But your iniquities have separated you from your God; your sins have hidden his face from you, so that he will not hear.”

			 

			
					Satan became the lord of the earth which was created by God (refer to John 16:11 and Luke 4:6)

					No more access to the Tree of Life

			

			 

			From the time Adam’s sinned, man no longer has access to the Tree of Life.

			 

			Genesis 3:22-23 — “And the Lord God said, “The man has now become like one of us, knowing good and evil. He must not be allowed to reach out his hand and take also from the tree of life and eat, and live forever.” So the Lord God banished him from the Garden of Eden to work the ground from which he had been taken.

			 

			Genesis 3 shows the consequences that sin brought to humanity:

			
					
Verse 7 – Then the eyes of both of them were opened and they felt ashamed.

					
Verse 8 – When they heard the voice of God they hid among the trees: no more fellowship with God

					
Verse 9 – God asks Adam: “Where are you?” It means God and man were separated, they no longer had fellowship (this is what we call spiritual death).

					
Verse 10 – Adam says he was afraid when he heard God’s voice.

					
Verse 12 – Adam acts cowardly and blames Eve.

					
Verse 15 – Enmity entered the world. 

					
Verse 16 – Pain and suffering became part of their lives and, from that moment, they would no longer live in harmony, but man would rule over women.

					
Verse 17 – Because of disobedience, earth and man were placed under a curse.

					
Verse 18 – The earth started producing thorns and thistles. 

					
Verse 19 – Man no longer had their needs met without struggle, but by the sweat of his brow he would get his livelihood. Physical death was decreed.

					
Verse 22 – Man lost access to the tree of life. We can understand therefore that after the fall, man was estranged from the Word of God (the Verb/Word) which was his life, and thus he started to walk in darkness:

			

			 

			Ephesians 4:17-19 — “So I tell you this, and insist on it in the Lord, that you must no longer live as the Gentiles do, in the futility of their thinking. They are darkened in their understanding and separated from the life of God because of the ignorance that is in them due to the hardening of their hearts. Having lost all sensitivity, they have given themselves over to sensuality so as to indulge in every kind of impurity, and they are full of greed.”

			 

			Galatians 5:19-21 — “The acts of the flesh are obvious: sexual immorality, impurity and debauchery; idolatry and witchcraft; hatred, discord, jealousy, fits of rage, selfish ambition, dissensions, factions and envy; drunkenness, orgies, and the like...”.

			 

			Titus 3:3 — “At one time we too were foolish, disobedient, deceived and enslaved by all kinds of passions and pleasures. We lived in malice and envy, being hated and hating one another.”

			 

			However, Jesus came to redeem us. According to Revelation 2:7, whosoever accepts and obeys the Word of God now will be brought back to the tree of life.

			 

			
					Man passed from life to death

			

			 

			When we are re-created in Christ Jesus, the Bible says that we are placed again in a position of fellowship and relationship with God. His nature and His love are poured into our hearts (refer to John 5:24).

			This “new man” that the Bible talks about is exactly what we are, after the truth of this verse is fulfilled in us. Adam, however, went through the process in reverse, from life to death and also became a new kind of man: a new Adam, a man with no life, no deep spirituality nor nature of God. If man had done exactly what God said, he would have continued in his original state, as God had created (refer to 1 John 2:17).

			This verse reveals two antagonistic facts:

			 

			
					The will to follow what’s in the world or to follow God’s will, which remains forever.

			

			 

			1 John 2:15-17 — Do not love the world or anything in the world. If anyone loves the world, love for the Father is not in them. For everything in the world—the lust of the flesh, the lust of the eyes, and the pride of life—comes not from the Father but from the world. The world and its desires pass away, but whoever does the will of God lives forever.

			 

			What is in the world?

			 

			
					The lust of the flesh

					The lust of the eyes

					The pride of life

			

			 

			The process of the fall of man (refer to Genesis 3:6)

			 

			
					Good for food - The lust of the flesh

					Pleasing to the eye - The lust of the eyes

					Desirable for gaining wisdom - The pride of life

			

			 

			Genesis 3:1 — “Now the serpent was more crafty than any of the wild animals the Lord God had made. He said to the woman, “Did God really say, ‘You must not eat from any tree in the garden’?”

			 

			We see in this passage that Satan uses God’s Word in a distorted way. He did this in the beginning with Adam and Eve, he did with Jesus, and he does so even today with us. It is the same thing that we do when we want to catch a mouse; we put the trap with a good piece of cheese inside.

			 

			Genesis 3:2-4 — “The woman said to the serpent, “We may eat fruit from the trees in the garden, 3 but God did say, ‘You must not eat fruit from the tree that is in the middle of the garden, and you must not touch it, or you will die.’” “You will not certainly die,” the serpent said to the woman.”

			 

			God said: You will certainly die! (refer to Genesis 2:17). 

			Satan said: You will not certainly die! (refer to Genesis 3:4).

			 

			Unbelief in the Word of God caused mankind to loose fellowship with the Creator. Unbelief caused man to fall from their position of fellowship with God and of dominion over the Earth, but faith puts man back to his original position. The unbelief of man was his sin, and faith became his justification.

			 

			Preparation for the Messiah

			 

			Genesis 3:15 — “And I will put enmity between you and the woman, and between your offspring and hers; he will crush your head, and you will strike his heel.”

			 

			After the thoughtless act of sin and the inevitable condition of death, there was no hope left. Man had become incapable of performing any good work to attain his salvation and go back to his original position. But God was not taken by surprise and in the same instance that He reprimanded Satan, the woman and the man, God had already given indications of His plan of restoration.

			Genesis 3:15 tells us that God assured the devil that the “woman’s offspring” would come to crush his head and he would strike his heel. This is the first prophecy about the Messianic work and the cross.

			Throughout the Old Testament, God carefully develops a plan for the arrival of a special person who would destroy the power of Satan conquered in Eden and restore the fellowship between God and man, broken by sin.

			 

			To Abraham

			 

			Galatians 3:8,16 — Scripture foresaw that God would justify the Gentiles by faith, and announced the gospel in advance to Abraham: “All nations will be blessed through you.” … The promises were spoken to Abraham and to his seed. Scripture does not say “and to seeds,” meaning many people, but “and to your seed,” meaning one person, who is Christ.

			 

			To Moses

			 

			Deuteronomy 18:15 — The Lord your God will raise up for you a prophet like me from among you, from your fellow Israelites. You must listen to him.

			 

			To David

			 

			2 Samuel 7:12 — When your days are over and you rest with your ancestors, I will raise up your offspring to succeed you, your own flesh and blood, and I will establish his kingdom.

			 

			In the Prophets

			 

			Isaiah 9:6-7 — “For to us a child is born, to us a son is given, and the government will be on his shoulders. And he will be called Wonderful Counsellor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. Of the greatness of his government and peace there will be no end. He will reign on David’s throne and over his kingdom, establishing and upholding it with justice and righteousness from that time on and forever. The zeal of the Lord Almighty will accomplish this.”

			 

			Jeremiah 23:5-6 — “The days are coming,” declares the Lord, “when I will raise up for David a righteous Branch, a King who will reign wisely and do what is just and right in the land. In his days Judah will be saved and Israel will live in safety. This is the name by which he will be called: The Lord Our Righteous Saviour.”

			 

			Micah 5:2 — “But you, Bethlehem Ephrathah, though you are small among the clans of Judah, out of you will come for me one who will be ruler over Israel, whose origins are from of old, from ancient times.”

			 

			Zechariah 6:12-13 — “Tell him this is what the Lord Almighty says: ‘Here is the man whose name is the Branch, and he will branch out from his place and build the temple of the Lord. It is he who will build the temple of the Lord, and he will be clothed with majesty and will sit and rule on his throne. And he will be a priest on his throne. And there will be harmony between the two.’
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