

  

    

      

    

  




  PREFACE




  





  About Charles Spurgeon




  





  Charles Haddon Spurgeon (19 June 1834 - 31 January 1892) was an English Particular Baptist preacher. Spurgeon remains highly influential among Christians of various denominations, among whom he is known as the "Prince of Preachers". He was a strong figure in the Reformed Baptist tradition, defending the Church in agreement with the 1689 London Baptist Confession of Faith understanding, and opposing the liberal and pragmatic theological tendencies in the Church of his day.




  Spurgeon was pastor of the congregation of the New Park Street Chapel (later the Metropolitan Tabernacle) in London for 38 years. He was part of several controversies with the Baptist Union of Great Britain and later he left the denomination over doctrinal convictions.3 In 1867, he started a charity organisation which is now called Spurgeon's and works globally. He also founded Spurgeon's College, which was named after him posthumously.




  Spurgeon authored many types of works including sermons, one autobiography, commentaries, books on prayer, devotionals, magazines, poetry, hymns, and more. Many sermons were transcribed as he spoke and were translated into many languages during his lifetime. He is said to have produced powerful sermons of penetrating thought and precise exposition. His oratory skills are said to have held his listeners spellbound in the Metropolitan Tabernacle and many Christians hold his writings in exceptionally high regard among devotional literature.  




  





  A DIVIDED HEART




  This passage may be taken as referring to the people of Israel as a nation and it is not less applicable to the church of God. It is one grand and grievous fault with the church of Christ at the present day that it is not merely divided somewhat in its creed and somewhat also in its practice of the ordinances, but alas, it is also somewhat divided in heart! When the differences are of such a character, that as people of God we can still love each other and still unite in the common battle against the cause of evil and in the common end of building up the church, then there is but little that is faulty. But when our doctri  nal divisions grow to so great a head that we cease to co operate; when our opinions upon mere ordinances become so acid towards each other that we can no longer extend the right hand of fellowship to those who differ from us, then, indeed, is the church of God found faulty! “A house divided against it  self cannot stand.” Even Beelzebub with all his craft cannot stand when once his hosts are divided. 





  If Beelzebub is divided against himself, even he must fall and assuredly this must be the case with those who lack that craft which might tend to overcome disunion. Oh, my brothers and sisters, nothing can so soon cast down the church from its high place, mar its glories and diminish its opportunities of success, as divisions among the hearts of God’s people! If we would grieve the Holy Spirit and cause Him to de  part if we would provoke the anger of the Most High and bring down trying Providences on the churches, we have nothing to do but to be divided in our hearts and all will be accomplished! If we wish that every vial may empty out its ill and that every vessel may withhold its oil, we have but to cherish our bickering till they become animosities. 




  We have but to nurse our animosities till they become hatreds and all the work will be fully completed! And if this is the case in the church at large, it is peculiar  ly true in those various sections of it which we now call apostolic churches. Oh, my brothers and sisters, the smallest church in the world is potent for good when it has but one heart and one soul! When pastor, elders, deacons and members are bound together by a threefold cord that cannot be broken then are they mighty against every attack! But however great their numbers, however enormous their wealth, however splendid may be the talents with which they are gifted, they are powerless for good the moment that they become divided among themselves! Union is strength. Blessed is the army of the living God in that day when it goes forth to battle with one mind and its soldiers as with the tramp of one man in undivided march go onwards towards the attack. But a curse awaits that church which runs here and there, and which, divided in itself, has lost the main stay of its strength with which it should battle against the enemy. Division cuts our bowstrings, snaps our spears, hobbles our horses and burns our chariots in the fire! We are undone the moment the link of love is snapped! Let this perfect bond be once cut in two and we fall down and our strength is departed. By union we live and by disunion we expire!
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