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Physical Characteristics of the Briard


(from the American Kennel Club breed standard)


Head: The head of a Briard always gives the impression of length, having sufficient width without being cumbersome.


Skull: Although not clearly visible on the fully-coated head, the occiput is prominent and the forehead is very slightly rounded.


Ears: Should be attached high, have thick leather and be firm at the base. The ears when cropped should be carried upright and parallel, emphasizing the parallel lines of the head; when alert, they should face forward, well open with long hair falling over the opening. The cropped ear should be long, broad at the base, tapering gradually to a rounded tip.
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Eyes: Set well apart with the inner corners and outer corners on the same level. Large, well opened and calm.


Neck: Strong and well constructed. It is strongly muscled and has good length.


Nose: Square rather than round, always black with nostrils well opened.


Muzzle: The muzzle with mustache and beard is somewhat wide and terminates in a right angle.


Forequarters: Shoulder blades are long and sloping forming a 45-degree angle with the horizontal, firmly attached by strong muscles and blending smoothly with the withers. The legs are powerfully muscled with strong bone. The forelegs are vertical when viewed from the side except the pasterns are very slightly inclined.


Size: Males 23 to 27 inches at the withers; bitches 22 to 25.5 inches at the withers.


Topline: The Briard is constructed with a very slight incline, downward from the prominent withers to the back which is straight, to the broad loin and the croup which is slightly inclined. The croup is well muscled and slightly sloped to give a well-rounded finish. The topline is strong, never swayed nor roached.


Body: Chest is broad and deep with moderately curved ribs, egg-shaped in form, the ribs not too rounded. The breastbone is moderately advanced in front, descending smoothly to the level of the elbows and shaped to give good depth to the chest.


Hindquarters: Powerful, providing flexible, almost tireless movement. Two dewclaws are required on each rear leg, placed low on the leg, giving a wide base to the foot.


Tail: Uncut, well feathered, forming a crook at the extremity, carried low and not deviating to the right or to the left.


Coat: The outer coat is coarse, hard and dry. It lies down flat, falling naturally in long, slightly waving locks. The undercoat is fine and tight on all the body.


Color: All uniform colors are permitted except white.


Feet: Strong and rounded, being slightly oval in shape. The toes are strong, well arched and compact.
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Ch. Déjà Vu Woodbine Cheap Thrills, Ch. Déjà Vu Four Leaf Clover and Ch. C’est Bonheur Woodbine Tinsel.
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The Briard is one of a large group of European sheepdogs characterized by the hair on their chins, which forms beards. Briards come from France, and their hairy relatives stretch from the Balkans to Scotland.


The Briard is a sheepdog that descends from an ancient type of dog called the livestock guardian. Livestock guardians work with sheep in a protective way; the Briard and its smooth-coated relation, the Beauceron, are more recent types that can be used to move sheep as well as guard them.


Notice that I do not use the word “breed” when referring to dogs of long ago. There was no such thing as a breed of dog until the mid-19th century, when the Victorians invented dog shows and the differently shaped dogs were formally classified for the first time. Until this time, there were only different dog types.


DOMESTICATION AND CLASSIFICATION


There is no way of knowing exactly when or how domestication came about, but this easier way of life must certainly have been appreciated by wolves and their kin. Our dogs are provided with food, shelter, medical care and many other extras. In the past, human support was not as comprehensive as that which the modern pet now receives, but the garbage dumps of the first human settlements were easy places for dogs to rifle for scraps. Those dogs that were the least afraid of people fared the best, for it was a real waste of energy to run away all the time.
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THE STORY OF THE CHIEN D’AUBREY


There are several romantic stories concerning how the Briard got its name. It is not connected in a specific way to the French area of Brie (from where the cheese comes), and it has been said that “Briard” is a corruption of the name “Chien d’Aubrey.” Sir Aubrey de Montdidier was a French aristocrat who was murdered in 1371 in front of his dog. Every time the dog came across the assassin, the dog became enraged and tried to attack the killer. The King of France ordered that a duel should take place between the dog and the accused, a man named Richard de Macaire. The dog was the victor, and Macaire confessed and was beheaded.





Furthermore, if the dogs could have their puppies near these dumps, which were the food sources, they conserved the energy that would have been used by trailing back to the den with food. Once the more sentimental members of the human communities saw the puppies, people started to have a direct effect on domestication by giving extra protection to the most people-friendly puppies.


Once sheep were domesticated, selection pressure was put on the village dogs, thus separating them into the two earliest dog types: the sheep-friendly livestock guardians and the sighthounds, which retained their adult killing behavior patterns.


The earliest dog breeders did not choose their dogs because of their appearance but because of their behavior patterns. The reason that livestock guardians are safe with domestic livestock is that they retain the behavior patterns of puppies and remain at the “play” stage all their lives. They retain the juvenile physical traits of floppy ears, big heads and facial wrinkles that the sighthound puppy soon outgrows.


The dogs that were not livestock guardians, the ones that were not livestock-friendly because they displayed their full adult behavior patterns, were retained because of their hunting prowess; these were the sighthounds.


SPREAD OF THE LIVESTOCK GUARDIANS


The livestock guardians and the sighthounds first developed in the area where farming and the domestication of sheep originated. Recent DNA analysis on domesticated wheat have traced this back to the southeastern border of Turkey, next to Iraq. It is from this area that both of these types of dog spread, with other domesticated animals (goats and cattle), both east and west. Going east, they arrived in Tibet and China, which is exactly the reverse of what most dog books say. The books do not give any explanation of how a farming dog spontaneously appeared in an area where agriculture came much later. The Tibetan Mastiff is the livestock guardian of the Himalayas, but it is derived from the dogs of the Near East—how could it be the ancestor of dogs developed in Turkey many hundreds of years before?
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Even in our modern society, Briards still perform in their bred-for capacities: guarding livestock, property and family.


France, however, is in the opposite direction of Tibet, and we have to follow the spread of farming into Europe from the Near East during the Neolithic, or New Stone, Age. The reason that archaeologists gave names such as “Stone Age” and “Iron Age” is that when serious studies of these eras began, there were no techniques with which to work out exact dates; thus, the period of time before metal implements were used was called the Stone Age. Even so, the axes and other tools made from stone were highly polished to make sharp blades and were very effective. The main problem with them was that they could not last as long as the metal tools that were to follow.
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Dogs from Turkey. On the right is a Saluki-type sighthound. The dog on the left is the livestock guardian type that we know as an Anatolian Shepherd Dog.
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Although shepherding is not as popular in the 21st century as it was in past centuries, the Briard still serves in this capacity for European farmers.


The actual date of the Neolithic Age varies from place to place, for the change to farming occurred in the Near East before moving through Turkey into the Balkans and Greece, then along the rivers of Europe to the Atlantic coast of France by about 5500–4700 BC, crossing into Britain sometime after 4500 BC.


We can plot livestock guardians across Europe. The first places that were farmed were those that had the best soil—the areas next to rivers—and the last areas to be farmed were the poor soils of mountains. However, since that time farming techniques have advanced in the lowland areas, and it is now only in the mountains that the old ways of looking after sheep are still used. This means that many of the remnant populations of livestock guardians are found in mountain ranges, and are called “Mountain Dogs” by us. Examples of these livestock guardians are the Great Pyrenees (called the Pyrenean Mountain Dog outside the US), the Estrela Mountain Dog of Portugal and the Bernese Mountain Dog.


If we look at the map showing how farming spread, we can see how the major rivers were important in spreading this way of life. And if we look at the livestock guardians of Greece, Romania and the former Yugoslavia, we see a close similarity. These dogs are almost unchanged from their original form because there is only a very short history of dog shows in these countries. With the coming of dog-show competition, dog breeders have altered the appearance of many breeds to make them more “glamorous.”
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The spread of farming into Europe. The yellow areas are those where the first farmers lived.
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The bearded Komondor comes from Hungary and is known for its white corded coat and great size.




WAR WORKERS


During World War I, Briards were considered exceptional at locating the injured in the terrible conditions of the mud-caked trenches. Dogs would have to swim rather than walk because of the mud, and it was said that they could tell the difference between someone who had been killed and someone with only a spark of life left, for whom they alerted the attention of the stretcher bearer.
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THE BEARDED SHEEPDOGS


Long-distance trading took place long before the first use of metals, and one of the areas in which the greatest markets took place was the Carpathian Basin, an area that is now part of Hungary and Romania. If we plot the geographical origin of all of today’s livestock guardians, we find a new type of dog appearing here—the livestock guardian with a beard. In Hungary it is the Komondor and in Romania the very similar Mioritic Sheepdog, with the South Russian Ovcharka found in the southeastern republics that used to be part of the Soviet Union.
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The smooth-coated relative of the Briard, the Beauceron is gaining recognition around the world as a competent guard dog and protector.


The “bearded” sheepdogs extended over Europe to the Bearded Collie of Scotland and to the east to the Kyi Apso of Tibet. The Kyi Apso is similar to the Tibetan Mastiff, with a coat like that of a scruffy Lhasa Apso.


SHEEPDOGS OF FRANCE


France has many native breeds, and among these are five sheepdog breeds that are internationally recognized. There are a number of unrecognized types from the South of France as well, but these are not as yet being selectively bred. The Picardy Sheepdog belongs to the German/Belgian/Dutch Shepherd Dog complex, but the others are more closely related to each other.


The Briard is the large hairy French sheepdog, while the Beauceron is the smooth version. The Pyrenean Sheepdog is the small hairy type, with the Smooth-faced Pyrenean Sheepdog less hairy, but not completely smooth-coated.


When the first dog show was held in Paris in 1863, there were a dozen French sheepdogs entered, all of diverse shapes and sizes. The most numerous were dogs of a smooth-haired breed, black and tan in color—the breed that is now known as the Beauceron. There were also two representatives of the hairy sheepdog known as the Briard. The first Briard was registered in the French Stud Book in 1885, and the first Beauceron in 1893. The Beauceron and the Briard were not officially separated until 1896. The Picardy Sheepdog only received recognition in 1922, and the Pyrenean Sheepdog in 1926.


The complex matter of the Briard’s color can only be understood by considering its shared origin with the black and tan Beauceron. This is why bicolor is unacceptable in the Briard, as it demonstrated a Beauceron too near in the pedigree at the time when the two breeds were regularly crossed.


EFFECTS OF WAR ON THE BRIARD


Once World War I began, the Briard found another job working at the French front line. When the United States joined this war near its conclusion the American soldiers were able to see this large dog in action. They must have been impressed, for the breed was taken back to the United States, with the first American-bred litter being born in 1922. In 1931, the black import Regent de la Pommeraie became the first American champion. Interestingly, the first American-bred champion was described as black with tan markings.






MADEMOISELLE TURGIS


The first winner of a British Challenge Certificate was the French import Desamee Tripot de Vasouy, bred by Mademoiselle Turgis in her chateau in Honfleur, Normandy. Apparently the chateau was filled with priceless antiques as well as Briards of a special rich hue of fawn. During the German occupation of France in the 1940s, she worked for the French resistance, hiding British servicemen on her estate. This was a fairly safe place to be, as the Germans were afraid of the Briards that roamed around her walled garden. On the rare occasions that they came to search the chateau, Mme. Turgis would call out the names of dogs, using fictitious names so that the servicemen would know to climb out the window and hide in the woods.


Her mode of transport was a cart pulled by two Briards, and with this she smuggled the extra food rations she needed for her secret guests. It was generally a successful mode of transport; however, on one occasion a young Briard saw a cat in a shop window and started to chase it, bringing the cart, its owner and the other Briard with him. The servicemen did manage to get back to England and, as a gesture of thanks after the war, their officer gave Mme. Turgis a little car.
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Male and female Pyrenean Sheepdogs with a puppy. As companions, these are delightful, happy dogs to share one’s life with.




A WORD ABOUT DOG SHOWS


In Europe, the emphasis for dog breeders is slightly different from what it is in Britain and the United States. As well as placing the dogs at shows, the judge also grades the dog on how typical it is of the breed, with the top grade being Excellent. All of the prizewinners have to be graded Excellent; if no dog of this quality is present, then no prizes are awarded.


The largest show for one breed in the world is the annual German Sieger show for the German Shepherd Dog, where there is an entry of 2000 or so dogs. In the class for adult males, there are more than 150 dogs entered and every dog is graded, even if it comes in last place. Out of these, only ten or so are graded Excellent; thus, going home with a grade of Excellent from a show like this is an award of great importance—much more so than the group placements that some American and British people chase after, and where only first over any other dog will do.


The French Briard equivalent of the Seiger show is the Rassemblement, and this was first held in 1970. In 1983, 900 Briards were entered, with 11 dogs and 11 bitches graded Excellent. Again, all of the entries are evaluated, and temperament and working ability are considered as well as conformation. The Briard Club of America holds a North American Rassemblement every four years, producing a book with photos of each dog, along with its pedigree and the point-by point-evaluation, the most wonderful source of information for choosing Briard parents.
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There had been a French breed club set up just before World War I, but with the German invasion in 1914 such activities were stopped. The club was reformed in 1924, but the whole of France had to undergo an even more horrific occupation in 1940 when the Nazis invaded. This almost destroyed every facet of French life. There was a puppet government set up by the Germans, but many French fled to Britain to plan for liberation of their country, leaving those who formed the resistance to hide their activities as best they could. There was little time for breeding dogs; there was even less time for the keeping of accurate pedigrees.


The Briard survived the war in a much healthier state than the Beauceron, but many were requisitioned as army guard dogs. The Beauceron gene pool was greatly depleted, and faults that had not been problems before the war occurred—pale eyes, missing teeth and lack of conformation and type. Popularity had shifted, and the Briard was now much more numerous than the smooth-haired Beauceron.


THE BRIARD COMES TO BRITAIN


The Briard came to Britain in 1966 when Nancy Tomlin went to Ireland to join her husband Mike, who was working with a film crew. They had been thinking of a puppy, and the idea of an Irish Wolfhound appealed to them. They went to visit a large multiple-breed kennel called Shannon kennels, which had been set up by an American wishing to export to the American market. Though this was a commercial set-up, the foundation stock that had been chosen was of good quality. Indeed, when the kennel folded in 1968, many of the Briards there found their way to Britain and are behind the British show population.


During the visit to Shannon kennels in 1966, Mrs. Tomlin fell in love with a bouncy black four-month-old Briard called Hubert and brought him home to London. Soon the British canine press, and the general press as well, had pictures of this black hairy dog, the likes of which had never been seen before. He was soon joined at the Tomlins by his half-sister Maudie. Soon Mr. and Mrs. Trueman, who ran the local training classes, had Briards too; they even had Maudie’s parents brought over from Ireland.
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Eng. Ch. Desamee Tripot de Vasouy, a French import who became a champion in the UK.
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From the turn of the 20th century, this is how the Briard looked around 1900.


The Tomlins registered their kennel name as Desamee, and Desamee Leon Hubert and Desamee Mitzi Moffat (Maudie) were gracing the show ring. The first show that had classes for the Briard was in 1970, but things moved quickly, and by 1974 there were classes at Crufts with Challenge Certificates (CCs) available. Winning three of these CCs gains a dog the title of Champion in Britain, and the first Briard to do this was Maudie herself. Sadly, she died later in 1974 after a Caesarean operation. The winner of the Challenge Certificate for best dog that year at Crufts was a fawn French import, Desamee Tripot de Vasouy, who had to wait until Crufts in 1976 to win his champion title. CCs were only offered at 6 shows each year at that time, but by 2000 there would be 21 pairs of CCs awarded.
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Ch. Panthere del Pastre, imported from France, owner-handled by R. Tingley to BIS at Woodstock Dog Club in 1982 under judge R. Turton. Panthere won the Briard Club of America national specialty in 1983 and also placed in the Group at Westminster.


THE ARRIVAL OF THE BRIARD IN THE UNITED STATES


The first Briard to be registered by the American Kennel Club was Dauphine de Montjoye, whose name was inscribed in the Stud Book in June 1928. She was born in France, bred by Mademoiselle Raoul Duval and imported by Miss Frances Hoppin of Cornwall on Hudson, New York, who was one of the founder members of the Briard Club of America. Interestingly, Dauphine’s color was described as black and tan.


In 1931 French import Ch. Regent de la Pommeraie became the first American champion. He was black and owned by Mrs. Albert Whelan at the time of his title.


The Briard had a low profile as a show dog in the era before World War II. Some very wealthy exhibitors were importing dogs from breeds that had been specially selected for the show ring for decades, and the more “homespun”-looking Briard was defeated by the Rough Collies of Mrs. Florence B. Ilch’s Bellhaven kennel, Mrs. Geraldine Rockefeller Dodge’s German Shepherds and Doberman Pinschers, not to mention at the Best in Show level by the Fox and Airedale Terriers that were winning titles in Britain and the States at a time when the only way of Atlantic traveling was by the great sea-going liners. The Herding Group was only created in 1982, so competition at this time for the Briard was in the Working Group—that is how a Briard could be defeated by a Doberman in this competition.


In 1956 Irene Castle Khatoonian Schlintz published her Phillips System of Top Dogs, the first attempt anywhere in the world to calculate the top-winning dogs of all breeds in any one country.


During the first decade no Briard was among the top ten of all working dogs, and Boxers had joined the Dobermans as the top-scoring breeds. A dog’s Phillips score starts when he wins a Group placement, and the first Briard to collect these points was Ch. Niobe Chez Phydeaux in 1966; indeed he was the only Group-placing Briard that year.


In 1970 an import from France, Ch. Nanie de la Haute Tour, won a Working Group, but she was not top Briard, as her son Ch. Phydeaux Quoin de Cuivre’s 12 placements of Group Four meant that he had defeated many more dogs than she had. He was still top Briard in 1974 because of his multiple Group placements, as Group One (first place) still eluded him, but two other Nanie children, his litter brother Ch. Phydeaux Quelques and Ch. Pythias Chez Phydeaux, each won a Group that year.


The first multiple Group winner was Ch. Stonehills I’m Henri, who won five in 1975; following this was another seven in 1976, plus another seven in 1977.


The first Best in Show winner from 1956 on (and here is a job for Briard historians—any BIS wins 1928–1955?) was French import Ch. Jennie d’el Pastre, whose 4 BIS wins, 17 Groups and 33 Group placements, all in 1978, made her the fifth best working dog of all breeds that year. The Briard was now making its mark in all-breed competition; the standard of presentation was such that a coat that was not in the finest bloom was marked down, and the benefit of adding top-class French imports to the breeding pool was being felt. Ch. Phydeaux What’s Happening was fourth of all the breeds in the still large Working Group in 1980, with 5 BIS, 22 Groups and 35 Group placements that year. He was a grandson of Nanie through Quoin de Cuivre, and one of his Group wins was at the prestigious Westminster Kennel Club Show in 1981, the first Briard to do this.
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PHOTO BOOTH.


Ch. Phydeaux Polly Poulet, BIS at Holland, Michigan KC in 1983 under judge Kurt Mueller.
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PHOTO MISSY YUHL.


Ch. Beardsanbrow’s Utopia, a two-time national specialty (1989 and 1991) winner, a multiple BIS winner in Canada and a top sire, shown by Woody Wornall to a Group win at Santa Barbara KC.


Though Ch. C’est Bonheur Woodbine Tinsel “only” won BIS once in 1988, her 19 Groups and 34 Group placements left her number 10 in the newly created Herding Group that year. She repeated that placement in 1989 with her impressive Group record, going first 14 times and placing on 29 occasions. Tinsel was three times Best of Breed at Westminster, placing in the Group once. In addition to these top wins, she was one of the foundations of the immensely successful Déjà Vu, where Tinsel grandchildren have won Best of Breed at Westminster continually from 1995 through 2001. The line breeds on successfully with a great-granddaughter winning in 2004.


Terry Miller, of Déjà Vu Briards, was training other breeds before she fell for the charm of the Briard, most especially the tawny ones. On her website (www.dejavubriards.com), she tells how she comes “into contact with huge numbers of dogs of all breeds, as well as many Briards. I can say unequivocally that Tinsel had the best temperament of any dog I have ever known. She was stable, friendly and constant. She was once described in the national dog press as the ‘extroverted Briard bitch.’ Even though she was sunny, with a wonderful enthusiasm for life, she was a Briard through and through. Her value to the breed was tremendous in her talent for reproducing her temperament, and still in many generations removed we see her contribution.
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PHOTO ASHBEY.


Ch. Déjà Vu In Like Flynn, the top-winning Briard in the U.S., shown winning BOB at Westminster in 2001, judged by Lester Mapes and handled by Davin McAteer.




“Lastly she was a gifted mover. Her structure and proportions permitted incredible suspended movement at the trot, with extreme reach and drive and the perfect movement coming and going, with beautiful alignment feet and hocks.”


It is not surprising that with her outstanding hind movement she had puppies that scored well in the assessment of their hips for hip dysplasia by the Orthopedic Foundation for Animals (OFA). Tinsel was the product of two Phydeaux champions bred by Mary Lou Tingley, and her grandmother was the outstanding French import Ch. Jennie d’el Pastre.


The tawny bitch Ch. Déjà Vu House On Fire won Best of Breed at Westminster in 1996 and 1997, plus placed fourth in the Herding Group in 1997. Other Déjà Vu Best of Breed winners at Westminster include Ch. Déjà Vu Every Little Breeze in 1995, Ch. Déjà Vu In Like Flynn in 1998, 1999, 2000 (Group 3) and 2001, Ch. Déjà Vu Nine to Five in 2002 and the In Like Flynn daughter Ch. Déjà Vu Ruffles Have Ridges in 2004.
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