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“For verily I say unto you, That whosoever shall say unto this mountain, Be thou removed, and be thou cast into the sea; and shall not doubt in his heart, but shall believe that those things which he saith shall come to pass; he shall have whatsoever he saith.”
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INTRODUCTION


Glory be to God and the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us with all spiritual blessings in heavenly places. I bless the Lord for the opportunity to be a partaker of this gift.


I wrote this prayer book to address ignorance about prayer found in the body of Christ. The book teaches you to understand how to pray and to pray correctly. Prayer is a lifestyle of the believer, so you must know when to pray and how to pray. I trust the Lord that as you go through this book, your understanding will come back to life, your eyes of understanding will be enlightened, and you will increase in the knowledge of the word of God.


John taught his disciples how to pray; Jesus also did the same. As a believer, you need to be taught what to pray for and how to pray. Before the birth of Jesus, the Pharisees, Sadducees, and scribes had their formula for prayer, which today’s church is practicing and celebrating. Throughout Jesus’ ministry, He never killed anyone in His prayer. He rebuked His disciples when they brought the idea of calling down fire on a particular village.


Luke 9:54–56; “54. And when his disciples James and John saw this, they said, Lord, wilt thou that we command fire to come down from heaven, and consume them, even as Elias did? 55. But he turned, and rebuked them, and said, Ye know not what manner of Spirit ye are of. 56. For the Son of man is not come to destroy men’s lives, but to save them. And they went to another village.” (KJV).


Apostle Paul never called down fire to roast anyone or to destroy anyone’s life. Paul said to Timothy in 2 Timothy 2:15; “15. Study to shew thyself approved unto God, a workman that needeth not to be ashamed, rightly dividing the word of truth” (KJV). Until a believer can rightly divide the word of truth, the believer will remain ignorant of God’s word. Jesus is your example for a Christian race. So, follow Jesus’ doctrine. Salvation indeed defines God’s purpose for humanity, and upon believing the gospel, you are to grow and walk in the knowledge of salvation. You are to continue to learn and follow instructions and lay down doctrines in your walk with God.


1 Timothy 2:1–4; “1. I exhort therefore, that, first of all, supplications, prayers, intercessions, and giving of thanks, be made for all men; 2. For kings, and for all that are in authority; that we may lead a quiet and peaceable life in all godliness and honesty. 3. For this is good and acceptable in the sight of God our Saviour; 4. Who will have all men to be saved, and to come unto the knowledge of the truth” (KJV).


Jesus had the twelve disciples, as they were men learning from Jesus. One thing Jesus taught his disciples was how to pray. Jesus taught his disciples not to pray for earthly things in Luke 11:1–2; “1. And it came to pass, that, as he was praying in a certain place, when he ceased, one of his disciples said unto him, Lord, teach us to pray, as John also taught his disciples. 2. And he said unto them, when ye pray, say, Our Father which art in heaven, Hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done, as in heaven, so in earth,” (KJV).


He also taught them not to pray for earthly things in Matthew 6:9–13; “9. After this manner therefore pray ye: Our Father which art in heaven, Hallowed be thy name. 10. Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done in earth, as it is in heaven. 11. Give us this day our daily bread. 12. And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. 13. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil: For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen” (KJV). In Luke 11:1–2 and Matthew 6:9–13, Jesus changed the disciple’s mindset and pattern of prayers by drawing their attention to the things of the kingdom of God. Matthew 6:33; “But seek ye first the kingdom of God, and his righteousness; and all these things shall be added unto you” (KJV). It is not because you seek the kingdom that everything will be added unto you.


Matthew 6:25–32; “25. Therefore I say unto you, Take no thought for your life, what ye shall eat, or what ye shall drink; nor yet for your body, what ye shall put on. Is not the life more than meat, and the body than raiment? 26. Behold the fowls of the air: for they sow not, neither do they reap, nor gather into barns; yet your heavenly Father feedeth them. Are ye not much better than they? 27. Which of you by taking thought can add one cubit unto his stature? 28. And why take ye thought for raiment? Consider the lilies of the field, how they grow; they toil not, neither do they spin: 29. And yet I say unto you, That even Solomon in all his glory was not arrayed like one of these. 30. Wherefore, if God so clothe the grass of the field, which today is, and tomorrow is cast into the oven, shall he not much more clothe you, O ye of little faith? 31. Therefore take no thought, saying, What shall we eat? or, What shall we drink? or, Wherewithal shall we be clothed? 32. (For after all these things do the Gentiles seek:) for your heavenly Father knoweth that ye have need of all these things” (KJV).


From the book of Matthew 6:25–32, unbelievers (Gentiles) seek after earthly things. A man does not need to believe the gospel to have such material things. The believer is meant to ask for what is everlasting, which is found in Christ Jesus.


Mathew 7: 7–11; “7. Ask, and it shall be given you; seek, and ye shall find; knock, and it shall be opened unto you: 8. For every one that asketh receiveth; and he that seeketh findeth; and to him that knocketh it shall be opened. 9. Or what man is there of you, whom if his son ask bread, will he give him a stone? 10. Or if he ask a fish, will he give him a serpent? 11. If ye then, being evil, know how to give good gifts unto your children, how much more shall your Father which is in heaven give good things to them that ask him?” (KJV).


The true riches of a believer are not how many things he possesses but how much of the revelation of Jesus, the believer has; in Luke 12:15; “And he said unto them, Take heed, and beware of covetousness: for a man’s life consisteth not in the abundance of the things which he possesseth” (KJV).


1 Timothy 6:6; “But godliness with contentment is great gain. 7. For we brought nothing into this world, and it is certain we can carry nothing out. 8. And having food and raiment let us be therewith content. 9. But they that will be rich fall into temptation and a snare, and into many foolish and hurtful lusts, which drown men in destruction and perdition. 10. For the love of money is the root of all evil: which while some coveted after, they have erred from the faith, and pierced themselves through with many sorrows. 11. But thou, O man of God, flee these things; and follow after righteousness, godliness, faith, love, patience, meekness. 12. Fight the good fight of faith, lay hold on eternal life, whereunto thou art also called, and hast professed a good profession before many witnesses” (KJV).


Jesus taught his disciples what to pray for and what not to pray for. Let us examine what Brother Paul wrote in Ephesians 1:16–23; “16. Cease not to give thanks for you, making mention of you in my prayers; 17. That the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, may give unto you the spirit of wisdom and revelation in the knowledge of him: 18. The eyes of your understanding being enlightened; that ye may know what is the hope of his calling, and what the riches of the glory of his inheritance in the saints, 19. And what is the exceeding greatness of his power to us-ward who believe, according to the working of his mighty power, 20. Which he wrought in Christ, when he raised him from the dead, and set him at his own right hand in the heavenly places, 21. Far above all principality, and power, and might, and dominion, and every name that is named, not only in this world, but also in that which is to come: 22. And hath put all things under his feet, and gave him to be the head over all things to the church, 23. Which is his body, the fullness of him that filleth all in all” (KJV).


In verse 18, Paul prayed the believers to understand the hope of their calling, the riches of God’s inheritance in the saints. Paul’s prayers in his epistles focused on knowledge and not material things; Philippians 1:9; “And this I pray, that your love may abound yet more and more in knowledge and in all judgment; 10. That ye may approve things that are excellent; that ye may be sincere and without offence till the day of Christ; 11. Being filled with the fruits of righteousness, which are by Jesus Christ, unto the glory and praise of God” (KJV).


Colossians 1:9; “For this cause we also, since the day we heard it, do not cease to pray for you, and to desire that ye might be filled with the knowledge of his will in all wisdom and spiritual understanding; 10. That ye might walk worthy of the Lord unto all pleasing, being fruitful in every good work, and increasing in the knowledge of God; 11. Strengthened with all might, according to his glorious power, unto all patience and longsuffering with joyfulness” (KJV). Hence adequate reading is critical for learning. Reading will involve a careful and diligent approach to understand the words used and how they are used.


The Subject of Prayer


Some believers think prayer; they imagine it. Some believers often are found wishing or imagining prayer, not knowing they are not communicating with God. For instance, a believer might be desiring something say – a car; this is just a wish/desire that is being thought out or spoken and imagined in the mind of the individual, but that is not prayer. Prayer is not imagination. When you imagine you are praying in your consciousness, you are not really communicating with God. Prayer involves verbalizing our desires, to speak forth our request unto God. Luke 11:2; “And he said unto them, When ye pray, say, Our Father which art in heaven, Hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done, as in heaven, so in earth” (KJV).


“… When ye pray, say…” not wish or desire. In Mark 11:23; “For verily I say unto you, That whosoever shall say unto this mountain, Be thou removed, and be thou cast into the sea; and shall not doubt in his heart, but shall believe that those things which he saith shall come to pass; he shall have whatsoever he saith” (KJV). Notice the words say, saith, saith in one verse, connoting emphasis.


James 1:5, “If any of you lack wisdom, let him ask of God, that giveth to all men liberally, and upbraideth not; and it shall be given him” (KJV). Matthew 21:22; “And all things, whatsoever ye shall ask in prayer, believing, ye shall receive” (KJV). God expects that we make a request; He wants us to ask him. And you ask by speaking not by imagination and thinking. Mark 11:24; “Therefore I say unto you, What things so ever ye desire, when ye pray, believe that ye receive them, and ye shall have them” (KJV). Prayer is saying or talking. Prayer is making your desires known to the Father through spoken words, not thoughts or desires. It also means to make a strong appeal or fixed request of what you desire. Making a fixed request implies that prayer cannot be carried out by thinking but by spoken words. It is an activity carried out in reverence by man.


Philippians 4:6; “Be careful for nothing; but in everything by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made known unto God” (KJV). The word prayer and supplication refer to the same thing: making petitions or coming before a higher authority with your request. By prayer and supplication, let your request (appeal, plea, petition) be made known unto God. In prayer, two parties are involved – the asker (receiver) and the giver (God). In communication, you must speak with your mouth and sometimes be audible. You do not imagine it or be silent and assume the other party is hearing your thoughtful request. You must be focused, devoid of distraction in the act of praying. Speak out the words in the place of prayer. For instance, when Hannah spoke in her heart, her lips still moved. 1 Samuel 1:13; “Now Hannah, she spake in her heart; only her lips moved, but her voice was not heard: therefore Eli thought she had been drunken” (KJV).


That means there are no outstanding answers to prayers without first an exceptional preparation in the heart. God does not reckon with the outward appearance or physical efforts; what moves Him is your heart. Therefore, your heart must be set for an encounter with Him when you pray. Preparing your heart in purity is the first step to establishing a viable communication link with God because prayer flows well when sin is absent. You may be going to church, but that does not necessarily make you a believer or born again. Sin is a barrier to prayers. So, an individual must accept the gift of God (salvation) to all men.


Redemption will open a better communication link between a son (believer) and the Father (God). Prayer is not just reporting your case to God; it is communicating with him. Every genuine discussion or dialogue involves comments, inquiries and responses from the parties involved. It should be a two-way communication flow. But most people do all the talking in prayer, not giving God a chance to speak to them in return, nor pausing to listen to what he has to say. Believers should engage in responsive meditational prayers. Jeremiah 33:3; “Call unto me, and I will answer thee, and shew thee great and mighty things, which thou knowest not” (KJV). Therefore, we can boldly say, prayer is a fellowship born out of a relationship.


When you approach God in prayer, one of the things you must guard against is offenses. Many believers are offended in God, and all they do in prayer is nothing except to complain. They justify themselves against God, saying, “Lord, I have done everything that you commanded; I have paid my tithe, and I have given more than everyone in my local church. Only you (God) haven’t done your part”. They count themselves faithful and God otherwise. “Anything that moves you to murmur against God is moving you against your destiny”. Isaiah 45:9; “Woe unto him that striveth with his Maker! Let the potsherd strive with the potsherds of the earth. Shall the clay say to him that fashioneth it, What makest thou? or thy work, He hath no hands?” (KJV).


You do not approach God in prayer, based on your qualification, but because he has qualified you in Christ. Luke 18:10; “Two men went up into the temple to pray; the one a Pharisee, and the other a publican. 11. The Pharisee stood and prayed thus with himself, God, I thank thee, that I am not as other men are, extortioners, unjust, adulterers, or even as this publican. 12. I fast twice in the week, I give tithes of all that I possess. 13. And the publican, standing afar off, would not lift up so much as his eyes unto heaven, but smote upon his breast, saying, God be merciful to me a sinner. 14. I tell you, this man went down to his house justified rather than the other: for every one that exalteth himself shall be abased; and he that humbleth himself shall be exalted” (KJV).


Colossians 1:12; “Giving thanks unto the Father, which hath made us meet to be partakers of the inheritance of the saints in light” (KJV).


So, set your heart right before him. Count God faithful in all things. Refuse to complain and murmur, instead let God know that you have no alternative (substitute) besides Him. Tell Him that you are ready to wait until your answer comes from Him. Brother Paul said, “16. And herein do I exercise myself, to have always a conscience void of offence toward God, and toward men,” (Acts 24:16) (KJV). That is the way to maintain a good communication line with the Father.
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