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Dedication


To my husband Sam


If he hadn’t responded “sure!” when I asked if I should
try tufting, this book would never have been written.
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When I first decided to get into tufting, I scoured the internet looking for exactly what materials and supplies I would need to get started. I had a really difficult time determining which fabric to use, how big my frame needed to be, what kind of yarn was appropriate, and so on. For some of this I found help, but a lot of it I had to discover myself. Once I finally had all the things I needed to get started, I froze. My frame was built, my tufting gun was in my possession, I had all my fabric, yarn, scissors, and glue, but I could not bring myself to start tufting. After I started though, there was no going back! My first project was slow but ended up being a great way to start. Most importantly, I got started.


Through more projects, I worked out the kinks, figured out different techniques and methods, and learned what materials work best. I am here to share with you the knowledge I have compiled over the last few years and make your transition into tufting as smooth as possible.


In this beginner’s guide, we will be covering the basics of your new tufting gun with simple but essential lessons. After you’ve nailed these down, we will jump into some projects you can make with your new skills. I want these lessons and projects to be the foundation on which you can build your own style and let your creativity run wild. There is so much more to tufting than just making rugs, so let’s get started!


Happy tufting!
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Abstract Accent Rug
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Rose Jewelry Tray




[image: Illustration]





Daydream Wall Hanging
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Strawberry Patch
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Inspirational Tufting Gallery


In addition to the projects and patterns in this book, I wanted to include a selection of some of my previous projects to influence your future rug tufting pieces. Get inspired for your next project’s color palette or design and start tufting!
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Galaxy Cloud Mirrors. 12 ½" x 20" (31.8 x 50.8cm). For a craft show I was featured in New York in 2022, I created two wall mirrors with cosmic-inspired designs. I placed the small mirrors in the center to mimic the moon in the night sky. For the color scheme, I chose pinks and purples for the clouds and balanced them out with blues and yellows for the stars. I also chose blues and yellows to make the stars appear like they were glowing.
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Cloud Portals. 9 ½" x 17 ½" (24.1 x 44.5cm). When I have some extra space left over on my frame, I like to create smaller pieces, such as these wall hangings, to make sure none of my primary backing fabric goes to waste. I designed these portals to be multifunctional pieces by being both colorful wall hangings and jewelry holders. When tufting these projects, I tuft my way from the bottom up, focusing on one yarn color at a time.
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Moon Jewelry Holder. 6" x 6" (15.2 x 15.2cm) square and 2 ½" (6.4cm) wide at the center of the moon. Similar to the Cloud Portals above, I made these moon jewelry holders based on extra space left over from larger projects made on my work frame. For my color palette, I went through trial and error finding colors that I felt went well together. Ultimately, I gravitated toward a rainbow palette and arranged them in a different order to create interest and allow the purple and yellow to complement each other.
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Circular Jewelry Holder. 9 ½" x 9 ½" (24.1 x 24.1cm). Circular tufting projects, such as this jewelry holder, are easy to make as the outline can be traced from something circular instead of making a new stencil. I decided to add some swirls to the design to make the piece more challenging. For this piece, I started with the color that takes up the main “swirl” and then worked my way out from there.
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Sunset Swirl Tray (at left) and Midnight Swirl Tray (below). 2 ½" x 9 ½" x 11 ½" (6.4 x 24.1 x 29.2cm). I decided to make these two trays as I was looking for different ways to implement the designs I was making for my rugs. Similar to the Circular Jewelry Holder on here, I started with the main swirl color in the middle and then worked my way out. I was lucky enough to have my husband make the wooden trays.
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Day and Night Swirls Tray. 2 ½" x 6" x 14" (6.4 x 15.2 x 61cm). Since I like to mix light and muted colors with dark ones, I decided to use dark blue, orange, and brown with light blue and cream. This created a nice contrast throughout the larger-sized tray.
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Painting with Yarn Portrait. 2' x 3' (61 x 91.4cm). I have been a big admirer of portraits and always wanted to design a tufting project that was “painted with yarn.” For this piece, I experimented with “blending” the colors on the frame with multiple hues of the same yarn color. This gave the piece the illusion that it could’ve been painted with a palette knife or paintbrush.
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Retro Swirls Coasters. 4 ½" x 4 ½" (11.4 x 11.4cm). Since these coasters would be part of a set, I decided to take a different approach with my color palette. I tied each coaster together by incorporating a color from the previous coaster's palette, which allowed them to be different but still cohesive.
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Love You, I'm Fine, and Be Kind Banners. 6" x 24" (15.2 x 61cm). Whenever I have letters in my project, I tuft them first. This makes it easier to work on the background, such as the swirls and camouflage-style details.
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Kind Is Cool Wall Art. 2' x 4' (61 x 122cm). This wall hanging design was created in collaboration with a client. The client was looking for something with a funky and vintage design. With commissions like these, I consider the client’s interests or pattern desires while making a color palette and make sure they have the final say before I begin tufting.










[image: Illustration]




Dreaming of You Wall Art. 2' x 5' (61 x 152cm). I designed this wall hanging early on in my tufting career. I originally wanted the background to look more like clouds, but ended up morphing into swirls that looked like they “blended” together. This is one of the most popular pieces with my clients, but I make them slightly different each time to be unique to the client. These wall hangings were one of my favorite projects to tuft as I love creating pieces on such a large scale.
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