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FOREWORD

K9 EXPERT EDUCATION

Who can resist a Yorkie? This tiny toy dog is small enough to take just about anywhere. Tuck him in your bag, and you likely can sneak him into the movies, the library, even a restaurant. Not that we recommend you do. It’s just to demonstrate how very portable this lively, gorgeous little dog is.

Weighing in at just under seven pounds and standing eight to nine inches at the shoulder, the Yorkie is one small breed.

Those of us who have been lucky enough to share our lives with a Yorkie know there’s a lot more to this breed than meets the eye. It’s small in size, but big in personality. The Yorkshire Terrier has no idea he’s a tiny dog. He thinks he can run with the big dogs, and if you let him, he will.

If alerting his owners to intruders by barking were enough to protect them, everyone would want a Yorkshire Terrier. That’s the terrier part coming out. After all, the  breed’s first job was to protect farmers’ grain from mice and other rodents. You don’t preserve the harvest by being a wallflower.
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Other terrier traits remain as well, including a tendency to chew and to dig. So, if you decide you can’t live without a Yorkie, you’ll need to give him toys that encourage him to gnaw appropriately and also provide an outlet for digging, whether it’s a corner of your garden or a little sand-box all her own.

The other half of the Yorkshire Terrier is a loving lap dog. He’ll be happy to keep you company while you watch TV, read a book, or create a lap for no reason at all. When he looks up at you with those sweet brown eyes, you’ll find him impossible to resist.

Then when you’re ready to go out, he’ll be right by your side. You’ll never have to take a walk alone or enjoy a lovely day sitting on the grass at the park solo again. Your new pal will cheerfully accompany you on outings, charming everyone he meets from the teller at the bank to everyone at the pet-supply store.

While you’re there, stock up on a good urine remover. Yorkies tend to be a little tough to house-train, so prepare to make lots of trips to the backyard and to clean up a few accidents. Get a good brush, too. Nearly daily brushing helps keep that beautiful coat free of mats and tangles, as does a weekly bath. Or, if that’s a bit too much brushing for your lifestyle, consider a shorter puppy clip.

Also, if you have children younger than the age of ten, put off getting a Yorkshire Terrier until they’re older. These dogs are so small, they can be injured accidentally by a child. In addition, the breed tends not to like little kids who move quickly, make lots of noise, and tower over a tiny pup.
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With this Smart Owner’s uide™, you are well on your way to getting your Yorkie diploma. But your Yorkshire Terrier education doesn’t end here. You’re invited to join Club Yorkie™ (DogChannel.com/Club-Yorkie), a FREE online site with lots of fun and instructive online features like:
◆ forums, blogs, and profiles where you can connect with other Yorkie owners

◆ downloadable charts and checklists to help you be a smart and loving Yorkshire Terrier owner

◆ access to e-cards, wallpapers, and screensavers 

◆ interactive games 

◆ Yorkie-specific quizzes 





The Smart Owner’s Guide™ series and Club Yorkie™ are backed by the experts at DOG FANCY magazine and DogChannel.com—who have been providing trusted and up-to-date information about dogs and dog people for forty years. Log on and join the club today!



If you’ve got all that covered, or you’re already happily living with a Yorkie, congratulations! You’ve got a good friend and companion for years to come.


Susan Chaney 
Editor, DOG FANCY







CHAPTER 1

AN ENGLISH DANDY
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Who can resist the charms of a Yorkshire Terrier? What could shake the blues from your lonely evening more readily than a blue and tan toy terrier? It would appear that almost anyone who’s inclined to own a Yorkshire Terrier should do so! There are so many gigantic advantages wrapped up in this smallest of dog breeds.

As cute as they are, Yorkies really aren’t for everyone, though. Surprising numbers of dogs are given up by their owners and end up in shelters and rescues. Yorkies are small in size, but they are large in attitude. But no matter how self-confident they are, they need constant supervision. They need smart owners to treat them as if they were larger (by not coddling them), while understanding that their bravado is mostly bluff (and not letting them challenge the neighborhood bully). In other words, Yorkies’ interests are best served by those who see them for what they are: big dogs in very small bodies.




SMALL FRIES

Given the tiny size, the Yorkie doesn’t impose upon your space. You don’t need a palatial estate with a top-security fence. You don’t need a large home to provide ample  exercise for the dog indoors. You don’t need to stress your budget to afford to feed the dog. You don’t need to purchase expensive equipment to train, house, and otherwise accommodate your Yorkshire Terrier.
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Closely related to the Yorkie’s big-dog attitude is his busy nature. As their owners put it, Yorkies are “into everything.” A Yorkie who isn’t pestering you to death is probably into something you’d rather he wasn’t.



Yorkies are just like potato chips: You can’t have just one!
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You do need to open your heart to this seven-pound wonder and learn to give yourself freely and without reservation to another living creature. The Yorkshire Terrier welcomes everyone into his world. He is a trusting soul who shares his affectionate ways with anyone kind and good-humored enough to spend time with him.
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Tiny as they are, Yorkies make excellent watchdogs. It’s in their nature to sound the alarm if a stranger passes the door.



Yorkies like people most of all. While they get along with most other dogs, they are not clannish or selfish. Smart owners are advised to supervise the introduction of their Yorkies to larger dogs. Even though your Yorkie will not be afraid of a larger dog, such as a Doberman Pinscher or a German Shepherd Dog, the larger breed may not realize his own strength. Many Yorkies have been harmed by larger dogs who playfully mouthed them or pawed down at them. Once the larger dog realizes that the Yorkie is a member of his canine clan, he will want to “talk dog” with him.

Although not the size of a guard dog, the Yorkshire Terrier is most protective of his home and people. He still possesses all the fire of his terrier ancestors; he is fearless  beyond his size. A Yorkshire Terrier, whose temper is incited, will make quite a display of spit and attitude when protecting his owner’s property, car, or home. Yorkies have the memory of elephants! Once you cross a Yorkie and he brands you as a foe, he will never forget your transgression.

For the most part, Yorkies love to have great fun. They are not vindictive, despite their serious ways during serious times. As with most other toy dogs, play is a way of life for Yorkies! Simple games, such as rolling a ball, chasing a string, or fetching a bone, make the Yorkie a happy pal to have about. His extroverted personality, coupled with his playful air, make him an ideal choice for young and old alike. Jumping about the furniture and leaping after imaginary mice and other prey, the Yorkshire Terrier can entertain even the most reserved of guests.




NOT KIDDING AROUND

Children and Yorkies are natural companions. Given the petite size of the Yorkie, caution is in order. Most breeders recommend that larger Yorkies (even in excess of the seven-pound limit) be selected for families with children. Because youngsters tend to be pretty rough on their toys (and toy dogs), they must be taught that the Yorkie is a fragile living creature. This is not a doll that can be tossed about with abandon. Yorkshire Terriers can be injured by excitable children who poke at their eyes or tear a ligament or break a leg by tossing or dropping the young dog. Yorkies have much to teach children in  terms of care, trust, and mutual affection. When properly instructed and supervised, this is a marvelous pairing.
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They may be terriers, but these dogs turn to mush when they’re in your lap.
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Meet other Yorkie owners just like you. On our Yorkie forums, you can chat about your Yorkshire Terrier and ask other owners for advice on training, health issues, and anything else about your favorite dog breed. Log onto DogChannel.com/Club-Yorkie for details!



“Yorkies can mix well with children,” says Linda Grimm of Valrico, Fla., a Yorkie breeder since 1995. However, “I personally don’t place a Yorkie in a family with children under the age of twelve,” she adds. “Kids will be kids. All it takes is one minute for the child to stand in an open doorway to the outside and out the Yorkie runs.” Grimm also believes that children may not understand that a toy dog cannot play nonstop like a large dog can, or that tiny puppies need to rest and recharge.

The American Kennel Club, in the 19th edition of its Complete Dog Book (Howell) rated the Yorkshire Terrier, as well as many toy breeds, as “not good with children.” (The volume was later recalled when toy-breed clubs objected.)

This seems to be the critical factor. Dogs, like children, learn what they live. Yorkshire Terriers who grow up in homes with well-supervised, respectful children are likely to be comfortable with young children’s shrill voices and sudden movements, and will   have learned to avoid being stepped on. Extremely young children, however, such as toddlers, haven’t yet achieved the motor control necessary to avoid harming a small dog, even if accidentally. Toy dogs, on the other hand, frequently compensate for their vulnerability by adopting a defensively aggressive posture, such as growling, snapping, or biting. In these cases, both child and dog need to be protected from one another.
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Yorkies take cuteness to a whole other level!
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The Yorkie is definitely a breed with more chutzpah than is warranted. Some behaviorists theorize that the Yorkie’s extreme bravado is actually the sign of a dog who thinks he has to protect his owner, who all too often, because the dog is too little to take seriously, has abdicated the power position in the household. Fortunately, the remedy is simple: As long as the owner accepts the role of pack leader, the Yorkie won’t have to, and this suicidal behavior may gradually become extinguished.
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Older people also adore the Yorkshire Terrier. This breed’s entertaining antics and gentle ways make them suitable for the housebound and for those who are less likely to take their dogs jogging on the oceanfront. Yorkshire Terriers can receive ample exercise   indoors, with an occasional romp through the yard. They are ideal for apartment dwellers or others living in small townhouses without much access to the outdoors.
NOTABLE & QUOTABLE

Spoiling your Yorkshire Terrier can result in a dog that makes himself the head of the house. When Yorkies own the house, a number of bad things can happen. The dog becomes so unmanageable that he ends up in a shelter.

—Linda York, founder and president of Pet Pals Inc. of Goshen County, Wy.




True Tails

Marion Lane’s Yorkie, “The Wee,” was extremely intense in her job as unofficial floor monitor of their apartment building in Queens, N.Y. She was on duty 24/7. Lane had persuaded herself that because none of the neighbors had complained, they hadn’t noticed or didn’t mind The Wee’s proprietary attitude about her floor.

One day in the elevator, Lane ran into one of her neighbors, a merchant marine bachelor whose tour of duty spanned from 4 p.m. to midnight. A German immigrant, the dour gentleman eyed her coldly for a few moments before saying, “Zat rotten dog of yours! She tells the whole building vat time I come in zu haus.e”

Fortunately, this neighbor’s point of view was balanced by another’s, who told Lane how happy she was that The Wee barked at every stranger on the floor. “I don’t have to worry about strangers,” she said. “Your dog knows who belongs here and who doesn’t.”

Yorkies also are intense in their relationships. They seem to either love the whole world, or relate to only one person, and rarely anything in between. Lynn Hoover, the Pittsburgh-based founder of the International Association of Animal Behavior Consultants, thought that her Yorkie, Piper, was essentially a one-woman dog who was devoted to her owner and only mildly interested in other people. She tells the story of once leaving Piper with one of her daughter’s friends, a young woman named Amy, while the family went on vacation. While they were away, Amy let Piper sleep on her pillow. Four months later, Amy stopped by the house for a visit. “She was two floors down, and Piper started jumping up and down and scratching at the door—she was a dog in a hurry,” Hoover says. “When I opened the door, she raced downstairs to the game room and jumped all over Amy, delighted to see old friend. She remembered. For a Yorkie, love is forever.”
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If you know your little Napoleon will race up to larger dogs, make it a point to cross the street when you see one coming. Also, because some people allow their dogs to roam off-leash, be prepared to hoist your Yorkie out of harm’s way. A harness instead of a collar is great for emergency pickups.








A TERRIER AT HEART

When the Yorkshire Terrier is given access to the great outdoors, however, he takes to it with zeal. He is a terrier, after all, and the word “terrier” derives from the Latin word for earth. Yorkies love to play in the grass—and dirt. Despite their small size, they are talented diggers. Yorkies enjoy competing in all the sporting games of the larger terriers. Although the Yorkie has neither the poundage of the Dandie Dinmont nor the legginess of the Airedale, some of the tenaciousness and pluck of his terrier ancestors still race through his blue arteries.

Most Yorkshire Terrier owners admit that being owned by a Yorkshire Terrier is   infectious. Yorkies are not just great family dogs, they are family! Owners consider their Yorkies to be a part of the family, like any other child in the household. Given the Yorkie’s size and the giant size of his heart and character, it is no surprise that smart owners depend on their Yorkies for companionship and affection. Thus, many true Yorkshire Terrier fanciers build a whole family of Yorkies. While most dog breeders will discuss their kennel plans, it is rare to hear a Yorkie breeder talk about a “kennel.” The Yorkshire is a home buddy, always living amid the family, totally immersed and involved in the family’s day-to-day routine.
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NOTABLE & QUOTABLE

Yorkies need to be taught to stay out from underfoot. While they’re learning, don’t lift your feet off the ground. Older people might consider wearing a bell, so the Yorkie knows they’re coming. Children could do this, too. It’s worth it to avoid stepping on the dog and possibly breaking his leg or foot.

—breeder Muriel Campanella of Woodside, N.Y.
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Yorkies love to be spoiled, but you must resist the urge! This breed should be treated like dogs, not like prima donnas.

Yorkies operate on the family’s schedule. They instinctively know who comes home first, and, likewise, they know when someone is late or missing. This family dog cannot sleep if one of his beloved is still not home where he or she belongs. While the Yorkie counts his master or mistress first (like all dogs, the one who feeds and cares for him receives special consideration), every member of the family is regarded in the highest esteem.

A word of caution to the overzealous Yorkie lover: You must resist your primal urge to spoil your Yorkshire Terrier beyond reason. Any overly pampered dog can become difficult to live with. Considering this toy terrier’s spirit and determination, once a Yorkie thinks he has his way in all matters of the household, he may become less of a joy to have around. By nature, the  Yorkie is not a selfish, greedy dog; he is not a stingy eater and does not gorge himself; he does not hide his toys from his play-mates and is quite happy to share his things. Once your obsession has spoiled this delightful personality, your Yorkie may not be the generous, open-hearted angel you fell in love with.
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Show your artistic side. Share photos, videos, and artwork of your favorite breed on Club Yorkie. You can also submit jokes, riddles, and even poetry about Yorkshire Terriers. Browse through our various galleries and see the talent of fellow Yorkie owners. Go to DogChannel.com/Club-Yorkie and click on “galleries” to get started.



[image: 021]

Yorkies may be on the smaller side, but their attitudes aren’t!


NOTABLE & QUOTABLE


Yorkie’s can sometimes be just a little too big for their britches.
 They are independent at times and can be hard-headed.


—breeder Kathy Murphy, from Holbrook, Az.
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As small as they are, Yorkies are determined climbers and jumpers. To protect your Yorkie from injury as he lands on hard or slippery surfaces, place nonslip rugs or carpeting around sofas, beds, and other favorite lookout points.





Be careful. Many Yorkie-a-holics have embarrassing stories about the extent to which they go to spoil their adorable little friends. Some Yorkie owners purchase cradles and high chairs for their Yorkies; visit the butcher daily to furnish top-grade sirloin; cancel vacation plans if the six Yorkies were not invited; and knit and crochet sweaters and hats for their dogs. If you find yourself falling into any of the those categories, then you will fit in well with the wonderfully dedicated, delicately balanced world of Yorkshire Terrier ownership.

[image: 023]

It’s difficult not to love a cuddly breed like the Yorkie!


True Tails

When Harvey and Mildred Zenreich of East Elmhurst, N.Y., visited their neighbors to show off their Yorkie, Jane Ray Too, the antics began right away.

As soon as Jane’s paws hit the sidewalk, she flew to the end of her leash and led her senior-c tizen owners up the front steps and into the living room. Without missing a beat, Jane picked up the neighbor dogs’ squeaky red plush bone and took possession of it. In the next minutes, she raced back and forth between this newfound treasure to the neighbors—virtual strangers to her—rocketing from one lap to the other and back again. She was a silver-and-tan dervish: up on the sofa, down again, into the dining room to bark at the neighbors’ rabbit, Hildegard, then back again to reclaim the red bone or leap onto one of their laps.

Mildred and Harvey stayed for ninety minutes. While they drank tea and talked, Jane Ray Too, named after Mildred’s favorite pattern of Depression glass—the second of her Yorkies to receive this name—never settled down. She relinquished the red bone in favor of the cat’s purple tinsel ural. The she brought to everyone in turn. Whant Jane clearly wanted was for someone (anyone!) to toss it for her to retrieve—again, and again, and again.

Eventually, she dropped the ball to climb to the top of the sofa, which gave her a vantage point above the rabbit’s enclosure. Anyone could see she was considering the pros and cons of jumping d down into the enclosure with Hil egard. Her vigil was broken only when Mildred asked, “Jane do you want to go in the car?” Those magic words brought Jane bouncing to the floor and heading straight to the front door. Without a backward glance, she was on to the next adventure. Typical Yorkie!

[image: 024]

[image: 025]


YORKSHIRE TERRIER TEMPLATE

This spirited, spunky terrier offers a big personality in a small package.


COUNTRY OF ORIGIN: England


WHAT HIS FRIENDS CALL HIM: Yorkie


SIZE: 4 to 7 pounds


COAT & COLOR: coat is glossy, fine, and silky in texture. Coat is moderately long and perfectly straight; blue (black) and tan in color.


PERSONALITY TRAITS: intelligent, courageous, and affectionate. The brave Yorkie originally was bred to catch rats in clothing mills, and his fearlessness and energy have not diminished with time. Yorkshire Terriers are consistently one of the most popular breeds in the United States, and with their fun, adventurous nature, it is easy to see why people love Yorkies so much!


WITH KIDS: recommended for adults and older, considerate children; best with an only child


WITH OTHER PETS: Yorkshire Terriers are even-tempered and live well with other pets.


ENERGY LEVEL: very high


EXERCISE NEEDS: Daily walks are a must, as are regular play sessions and lots of interaction with their owners.


GROOMING NEEDS: requires daily brushing and combing


TRAINING NEEDS: Yorkies are intelligent and easy to train, but can become demanding and may nip if spoiled.


LIVING ENVIRONMENT: Yorkies are adaptable and because of their small size and good nature, they live well in an apartment or in a home, in a city or in the country.


LIFESPAN: 12 to 15 years
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