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Introduction


The Case for a Pieced Quilt Back


Hooray! You’ve just spent hours on a beautiful quilt top, and it’s finally all done. Now you’re ready to think about turning that lovely top into a finished quilt. At this point, it can be tempting to skip right to thoughts about the quilting designs that will give it texture and really bring it to life. But not so fast! You’re missing out on an opportunity to make your quilt truly unique—the backing!


I know, you’re ready to get your quilt finished, and you don’t want anything too complicated. You don’t want to have to figure out fabric requirements for piecing your backing. And you definitely don’t want to spend too much time on this step. Great! We’re in agreement.


With this book, I’ll show you that a fast, fun, and easy quilt backing is doable, I’ll give you all of the fabric requirements and instructions you’ll need for several quilt sizes, and you’ll have all the guidance you need to make every part of your quilt special. Your quilt is worth it, but if you need a few more reasons . . .
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The Double Bar quilt back (here) uses scraps of various sizes.


1. It adds something extra. Though I currently live in Tennessee, I was born and raised in Louisiana, and back home, we have a French word, lagniappe (pronounced “lan-yap”), that means “a little something extra.” Think of a pieced quilt backing as a little lagniappe for the recipient. What a wonderful surprise!


2. Use that fabric stash. Many of these pieced quilt backings are made from leftovers from the front of the quilt, and it feels like a win to use them up, rather than adding them to the scrap bin. Others are made from stash and yardage, and it’s fun and easy to sew those big pieces together for a quick finish.


3. Use a variety of fabric! I love tons of print variety in my quilts, and sometimes that means that I make quilts with more fabrics than required by the pattern. That’s okay though, because that means there are lots of leftovers for the back!


4. Guilt-free fabric shopping. By using up your fabrics on the front AND the back of your quilt, the next time you want to add more to your stash, you can do so guilt free!


5. There’s no need to search for a single backing fabric. When your backing has scraps from the front of your quilt, or several coordinating fabrics, you won’t need to worry that you can’t find one single fabric to bring it all together. Your backing will always coordinate perfectly!


6. It doesn’t take a lot of time—really! I’m not talking about making double-sided quilts here. These backings are simple, but will complement your quilt top beautifully. After all of the time you spent on it, isn’t your quilt worth a few extra minutes?





PART 1



Quilt Back Basics


Before we jump right into the cache of quilt back patterns, there are a few important points to keep in mind.


SIMPLICITY


Where quilt backs are concerned, simplicity is the name of the game. Nobody wants to spend days on a complicated quilt back. Though some of the designs in this book are simpler than others, none of them are terribly time consuming. Many of these quilt backs can be completed in an hour or two, and none should take longer than an afternoon. Luckily, your quilt back doesn’t need to be labor intensive to be unique!


For beginners, these designs could even be a great starting point. Simply use the the backs as your quilt front, and you’ll be mastering the basics in no time!


SIZING


Each quilt back pattern in the book contains full fabric requirements, as well as cutting and piecing instructions for Lap, Twin XL, and Queen sizes. That being said, as quilters we all know that a quilt can be made in any size we like. So, you’ll see some variation in the backing sizes based on the design and the fabric cuts used in the pattern.


If you’re not sure about what size to make your quilt, the chart on the right is a helpful guide showing finished quilt measurements.


Because quilts can have such a wide variety of sizes, it stands to reason that quilt backs be different sizes too! If your quilt is a size that doesn’t quite fit the backing pattern as listed, that’s okay! It’s easy to modify the size by adding an extra strip to one side to make it larger, or you can even make it a little smaller if you need to. Just remember:


• Quilt backs are made to be cut. The finished size of the quilt will be determined by the front, not the back. Keep that in mind when you’re looking at the back of a finished quilt. The backing always starts out bigger, and the patterns in this book give the backing size before basting and trimming to fit your quilt top.


• Make it larger! Your backing should be at least four inches larger than your quilt top (in both width and length). This gives you two inches of wiggle room all around the quilt while basting.


• Sizing rules are different for longarm quilting. If you’re taking your quilt to a longarm quilter, your backing should be even bigger. Most longarm quilters like the backing to be about ten inches larger than the quilt top (in both width and length), giving them five inches all around the quilt. This extra fabric is used to load the quilt onto the rollers of the quilt frame. This fabric will still be trimmed away after quilting.






	Quilt Size


	Width


	Length







	Crib


	36"–45" (91.4–114.3cm)


	45"–58" (114.3–147.3cm)







	Lap


	54"–60" (137.2–152.4cm)


	60"–74" (152.4–188cm)







	Twin XL


	56"–70" (142.2–177.8cm)


	84"–108" (213.4–274.3cm)







	Queen


	78"–84" (198.1–213.4cm)


	95"–108" (241.3–274.3cm)







	King


	90"–100" (228.6–254cm)


	95"–108" (241.3–274.3cm)
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Use a Focus Stripe back (here) to highlight a favorite fabric.






TOOLS AND OTHER HELPFUL HINTS


The tools needed for making a pieced quilt back are the same as the ones needed for quilting.


PERFECT PIECING


The quilt back patterns in this book are all constructed with simple, basic piecing techniques. There are just a couple of things to keep in mind:


• Seam allowance. Always use ¼" (0.5cm) seam allowance and sew the pieces right-sides together. A ¼" (0.5cm) seam allowance is standard for quilting, and is also used for making a pieced quilt back.


• Pressing. Press the seams of your quilt back toward the darker fabric, OR press seams open. Try not to vigorously rub the iron back and forth over your quilt back. This can distort your fabric, resulting in a backing with ripples. You’ll want a crisp, smooth backing when it’s time to baste.


Think Through Your Scraps


With so many different ways to use your leftovers on the back of your quilt, before selecting a pattern, first take a look at your scraps to help you choose one that will maximize what you have on hand. Are your scraps regular or irregular in size? Are they large or small? How many scraps do you have? Answering these questions before choosing a backing design will help you match your pattern choice to your unique quilt scraps. The designs shown in the Scrap and Leftover Backs section are grouped by scrap size to help make this process easy.




Gear Up


1. Sewing machine. Essential for any quilting project, a sewing machine can easily create straight and curved lines. It also makes repetitive tasks a breeze. Use the included manual to familiarize yourself with all the features on your sewing machine. You’ll need a ¼" (0.5cm) foot, walking foot, and free-motion quilting foot. Learn more about Walking Foot and Free-Motion Quilting on here.


2. Rotary cutter. A nice, sharp blade makes cutting yardage a breeze.


3. Cutting mat. Unlike a table or board, this absorbs the impact of a blade. Perfect companion for a rotary cutter when squaring off blocks. The larger the better!


4. Acrylic ruler. A long, 24" (61cm) ruler is helpful for cutting larger pieces of yardage. Use as a straight edge when cutting as well as a measuring tool.


5. Straight pins. These are optional, but can be helpful for holding fabric pieces in place while sewing them together.


6. Scissors. You’ll need sharp scissors for trimming your pieces and cutting large pieces of fabric. Make sure you are using fabric scissors so it evenly glides over the material.


7. Cotton thread. My favorite is Aurifil 50 wt., but as long as you choose high-quality cotton thread, any brand will work.


8. Seam ripper. Mistakes happen sometimes, and when they do, your seam ripper is your friend.


9. Iron and ironing board. Use your iron’s hottest setting to press your quilt pieces or quilt back to make it nice and smooth. Pressing your seam allowances is essential to keeping your quilt back flat and wrinkle-free.


10. Starch or starch alternative. I prefer this over steam. It adds a little crispness to the fabric, making it easier to handle and helps the seams lay flat. Follow package directions, and test on a piece of scrap fabric before using on your intended fabric.


11. Safety pins. These are essential for basting. I like the larger ones.


12. Painter’s or masking tape. Another essential tool for basting, and for keeping the backing and quilt top lined up properly. It can also be used for the corner-tocorner sewing technique in some quilt patterns.


13. Marking pencil. This is an optional tool for the corner-to-corner sewing technique in some quilt patterns.




[image: Illustration]
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PART 2



Scrap and Leftover Backs


Your quilt top is all finished and you’re looking at a pile of leftovers on your cutting table. Wouldn’t it be wonderful to use them right away, rather than adding them to your scrap bins? Rest assured! There’s a pattern that will help you turn those leftovers into a unique quilt back that will use up every precious piece.


Small Scraps


Coin Strip


Framed Orphan


Cross Purposes


Tallies


Every Little Bit


Medium Scraps


Cool Columns


Long and Short


Lava Flow


Railroad


Bar Graph


Large or Mixed-Size Scraps


Chunky


Woven


Double Bar


Around the Corner


Liberated Logs
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Large leftover scraps really shine in a Chunky quilt back (here).










Coin Strip


SKILL LEVEL [image: Illustration]


Confident Beginner





A fabric coin is a fun term used to describe a small rectangle of fabric that is relatively short but narrow. When they’re sewn together, they look like a stack of coins. The coin strip backing is great for those quilt patterns that only leave behind smaller pieces. The fun little strip on the back is the perfect finishing touch.


FINISHED BACKING DIMENSIONS


Lap 68" x 72" (172.7 x 182.9cm)


Twin XL 77" x 108" (195.6 x 274.3cm)


Queen 90" x 108" (228.6 x 274.3cm)


Materials Yardage is based on 42" (106.7cm) wide fabric.






	 


	Lap


	Twin XL


	Queen







	Fabric Coins


	Leftover pieces of fabric measuring 6"–8" (15.2–20.3cm) in length


	Leftover pieces of fabric measuring 8"–10" (20.3–25.4 cm) in length







	Background fabric


	3⅔ yards (3.4m)


	5¼ yards (4.8m)


	5⅔ yards (5.2m)








Cutting All measurements include ¼" (0.5cm) seam allowances.






	 


	Lap


	Twin XL


	Queen







	Fabric Coins, cut


	Cut each coin to the same length, as determined by your scraps, 6"–8" (15.2–20.3cm) long. Coins may be different widths or a single, consistent width.


	Cut each coin to the same length, as determined by your scraps, 8"–10" (20.3–25.4cm) long. Coins may be different widths or a single, consistent width.







	From the background fabric, cut


	3 strips, 20" x 42" (50.8 x 106.7cm) leave the remaining length uncut, 72" x 42" (182.9 x 106.7cm)


	3 strips, 27" x 42" (68.6 x 106.7cm) leave the remaining length uncut, 108" x 42" (274.3 x 106.7cm)


	3 strips, 32" x 42" (81.3 x 106.7cm) leave the remaining length uncut, 108" x 42" (274.3 x 106.7cm)








Note: Seam allowances should be pressed after each join. Press open or press alternating rows/columns toward the darker fabric based on your preference.




For the corresponding quilt top, Folk Dance, see here.
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It can be tempting to toss these few pieces into your scrap bin, but even the smallest scraps can add just the right amount of flair to an otherwise plain quilt back. Since the front of this quilt is so colorful, the Coin Strip back is a great contrast.






MAKE THE COIN STRIP


1. For the Lap size, lay out the coins and sew them into one long strip measuring 6"–8" (15.2–20.3cm) wide and at least 72" (182.9cm) long.


2. For the Twin XL size, lay out the coins and sew them into one long strip measuring 8"–10" (20.3–25.4cm) wide and at least 108" (274.3cm) long.


3. For the Queen size, lay out the coins and sew them into two long strips measuring 8"–10" (20.3–25.4cm) wide and at least 108" (274.3cm) long. Sew the two coin strips together to make a double coin strip, 16"–20" (40.6 x 50.8cm) wide and at least 108" (274.3cm) long.


ASSEMBLE THE QUILT BACK
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1. For the Lap size, sew the three 20" x 42" (50.8 x 106.7cm) background fabric strips together, end to end, to make one long strip 20" (50.8cm) wide. Then, refer to the Quilt Assembly Diagram to lay out the uncut length of background fabric, coin strip, and 20" (50.8cm) wide strip of background fabric into three columns as shown. Sew the columns together and trim the excess length from the 20" (50.8cm) wide background strip to complete the quilt back.
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2. For the Twin XL size, sew the three 27" x 42" (68.6 x 106.7cm) background fabric strips together, end to end, to make one long strip 27" (68.6cm) wide. Then, refer to the Quilt Assembly Diagram to lay out the uncut length of background fabric, coin strip, and 27" (68.6cm) wide strip of background fabric into three columns as shown. Sew the columns together and trim the excess length from the 27" (68.6cm) wide background strip to complete the quilt back.
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3. For the Queen size, sew the three 32" x 42" (81.3 x 106.7cm) background fabric strips together, end to end, to make one long strip 32" (81.3cm) wide. Then, refer to the Quilt Assembly Diagram to lay out the uncut length of background fabric, double coin strip, and 32" (81.3cm) wide strip of background fabric into three columns as shown. Sew the columns together and trim the excess length from the 32" (81.3cm) wide background strip to complete the quilt back.




If you don’t have quite enough coins to cover the entire length of the quilt back, you can fill in with extra background fabric. It will still look great!
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FINISH THE QUILT


Refer to the Basting and Quilt Finishing section on here for instructions on basting, quilting, and binding your quilt.


4. Layer the backing, batting, and quilt top and baste the layers together. Hand- or machine-quilt as desired.








Framed Orphan



SKILL LEVEL [image: Illustration]


Confident Beginner





Have an extra block from your quilt pattern or even from a Block of the Month project? Don’t let it go to waste. This backing is the perfect place to show it off! With a couple of coordinating prints, this design couldn’t be easier!


FINISHED BACKING DIMENSIONS


Lap 72" x 78" (182.9 x 198.1cm)


Twin XL 72" x 102" (182.9 x 259.1cm)


Queen 90" x 102" (228.6 x 259.1cm)


Materials Yardage is based on 42" (106.7cm) wide fabric.


One orphan quilt block measuring 18½" (47cm) or smaller.


If your orphan block is smaller than 18 ½" (47cm) square, sew a border to each side to increase the size of the block to 18 ½" (47cm) square. The orphan block shown measures 12 ½" (31.8cm) square, with a 3 ½" (8.9cm) border sewn to each side of the block.






	 


	Lap


	Twin XL


	Queen







	Print A (dark green)


	2⅓ yards (2.1m)


	3⅛ yards (2.9m)


	4⅛ yards (3.8m)







	Print B (red)


	2⅞ yards (2.6m)


	2⅛ yards (1.9m)


	2⅛ yards (1.9m)







	Print C (cream)*


	¼ yard (22.9cm)


	¼ yard (22.9cm)


	¼ yard (22.9cm)








*Only if needed to widen the orphan block unit to 18½" (47cm) square


Cutting All measurements include ¼" (0.5cm) seam allowances.






	 


	Lap


	Twin XL


	Queen







	From print A (dark green), cut


	1 strip, 27½" x 42" (69.9 x 106.7cm), subcut 2 rectangles, 18½" x 27½" (47 x 69.9cm) 2 strips, 27½" x 42" (69.9 x 106.7cm)


	4 strips, 27½" x 42" (69.9 x 106.7cm)


	4 strips, 36½" x 42" (92.7 x 106.7cm)







	From print B (red), cut


	1 strip, 27½" x 42" (69.9 x 106.7cm), subcut 2 rectangles, 18½" x 27½" (47 x 69.9cm) 1 strip, 18½" x 42" (47 x 106.7cm) 1 strip, 18½" x 42" (47 x 106.7cm), subcut 1 square, 18½" (47cm)


	4 strips, 18½" x 42" (47 x 106.7cm)


	4 strips, 18½" x 42" (47 x 106.7cm), subcut 4 strips, 18½" x 36½" (47 x 92.7cm)







	From print C (cream), cut if needed


	Cut rectangles of equal width and attach to each side of the orphan block to widen it. Trim the orphan block unit to 18½" (47cm) square.
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