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In Henrik Ibsen's 'Peer Gynt (Illustrated Edition)', the reader is invited into a rich tapestry of fantasy and realism that explores the complex journey of a young man caught between the ideals of the 19th-century Romantic spirit and the harshness of social conformity. This verse drama, steeped in Norwegian folk tales, employs symbolic language and vivid imagery, crafting a poetic and often surreal narrative that delves into questions of identity, existence, and the nature of truth. Ibsen's innovative style intersperses prose with lyrical passages, inviting readers to reflect on the dissonance between aspiration and reality as Peer grapples with his own decisions in a quest for self-discovery. Henrik Ibsen, regarded as the father of modern drama, drew from his own life experiences and societal observations to inform his work. Born in Norway in 1828, Ibsen's early exposure to an increasingly industrialized society inspired him to challenge prevailing norms through his writings. 'Peer Gynt,' first staged in 1876, serves as a reflection of Ibsen'Äôs critique of individualism and materialism, encapsulating the essence of a man who embodies both the archetypical hero and the flawed human. This illustrated edition of 'Peer Gynt' is an essential read for anyone interested in the evolution of modern theatre and the human psyche. With its compelling narrative and stunning visuals, it provides an accessible entry point into Ibsen's profound inquiries into existence, making it a worthy addition to both literary and theatrical collections.
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In "Porzia," Cale Young Rice weaves a rich tapestry of Renaissance themes and psychological depth, exploring the complexities of love, loyalty, and betrayal through the lens of Shakespearean influences. The narrative revolves around the character of Porzia, a figure that serves as both a heroine and a resourceful mastermind, reminiscent of the women in Shakespeare's plays. Rice employs a poetic prose style characterized by vivid imagery and rhythmic language, allowing readers to immerse themselves in a world where the moral dilemmas and emotional tensions resonate with the human experience. This work is both a homage to classic literature and a subversion of traditional gender roles found in earlier narratives, presenting a unique voice in American drama. Cale Young Rice, an esteemed poet and playwright, was profoundly influenced by his extensive studies of Shakespeare and the arts, as well as by his own experiences growing up in a culturally rich environment. His travels and academic background contributed to his understanding of historical contexts, which he deftly integrates into his dramatic narratives. Rice's deep appreciation for character psychology and social commentary shines through in "Porzia," a work that reflects the sophisticated interplay of human emotions and societal conventions. I highly recommend "Porzia" to readers seeking a profound exploration of character dynamics and theatrical craftsmanship. This book is not merely a retelling of a classic story but a thoughtful interrogation of timeless themes that remain pertinent today. Delve into Rice's world and discover how he resonates with the legacies of drama and poetry, providing a fresh perspective that will captivate both casual readers and literary aficionados alike.
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In "Bramble Brae," Robert Bridges masterfully weaves a tapestry of rural life, exploring the intricate relationship between humanity and nature. Set against the backdrop of the English countryside, the prose reflects Bridges' lyrical style, marked by vivid imagery and a keen attention to detail. Through evocative descriptions and rich symbolism, the narrative immerses readers in the serene yet often tumultuous world of the natural landscape, inviting contemplation of life'Äôs cyclical patterns and the passage of time. The book resonates with the pastoral tradition, reminiscent of the Romantic poets, yet it captures the nuanced reality of rural existence with a modern sensibility, highlighting themes of solitude, reflection, and interconnectedness with the environment. Robert Bridges, an esteemed poet and physician, is renowned for his contributions to English literature, particularly in the realm of poetic form and structure. His deep appreciation for nature, fostered during his formative years in the English countryside, greatly influenced his writing. The duality of his career provided Bridges with unique insights into both the human experience and the natural world, as exemplified in "Bramble Brae," which ultimately serves as a testament to his affinity for both the pastoral and the profound. Readers seeking a contemplative exploration of nature and human emotion will find "Bramble Brae" to be an enriching experience. Bridges' evocative prose offers not only aesthetic pleasure but also a meditative space for reflection. This book is a must-read for those who appreciate the beauty of language and the complexities of the natural world, solidifying Bridges' place as a critical voice in the canon of English literature.
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In "As a Man Lives," E. Phillips Oppenheim crafts a gripping narrative that delves into the intricacies of human nature, ambition, and morality within the realm of societal expectations. The novel is narrated with a keen psychological insight and an elegant prose style that reflects the early 20th-century British literary context. Themes of deception, ambition, and the quest for personal redemption are intricately woven into the fabric of the story, making it a compelling exploration of the tensions that arise when individual desires collide with societal norms. E. Phillips Oppenheim, often hailed as the "Prince of Storytellers," was a prolific writer whose notable works reflect his deep understanding of the complexities of human relationships and ambition. Having experienced the rapidly changing societal landscapes of his time, Oppenheim infuses his narratives with elements drawn from his own life and insights as a keen observer of human behavior. His works, often exploring themes of wealth and morality, are a reflection of the broader societal shifts in early 20th-century England. This book is highly recommended for readers who appreciate rich, character-driven narratives that challenge moral certainties and examine the gray areas of human interaction. "As a Man Lives" is not just a story; it is a thought-provoking exploration of identity that resonates with anyone grappling with the complexities of their desires versus the expectations of society.
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In "Skipper Worse," Alexander Lange Kielland masterfully navigates the turbulent waters of human emotion and societal norms within a richly textured narrative that captures the essence of late 19th-century Norwegian life. Using a blend of realism and psychological insight, Kielland delves into the complexities of his characters, particularly focusing on the contradictory nature of the titular character, a coarse yet well-intentioned skipper whose moral failings serve as a microcosm for broader societal issues. The novel weaves in themes of love, social class, and the struggle for individual identity against the backdrop of a changing society, characterized by Kielland'Äôs incisive prose and keen observational skill, making it a significant contribution to the literary movement of realism in Scandinavia. Kielland, a prominent figure in the Modern Breakthrough literary movement, was influenced by his own experiences in the maritime world and the socio-political climate of Norway. His background as a law graduate, combined with personal insights from his family's seafaring heritage, equipped him with a profound understanding of the human condition. His commitment to social reform and critique of established norms also inspired a narrative that resonates with contemporary concerns about morality and the social contract. "Skipper Worse" is essential reading for anyone interested in the intersections of society, morality, and individuality. Kielland's ability to create compelling, flawed characters invites readers to reflect on their own societal roles while offering a portrait of historical Norway that remains relevant today. Scholars and casual readers alike will find this work a rich exploration of human nature and societal critique.
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DRAMATIS PERSONAE

Karsten Bernick, a shipbuilder.

Mrs. Bernick, his wife.

Olaf, their son, thirteen years old.

Martha Bernick, Karsten Bernick's sister.

Johan Tonnesen, Mrs. Bernick's younger brother.

Lona Hessel, Mrs. Bernick's elder half-sister.

Hilmar Tonnesen, Mrs. Bernick's cousin.

Dina Dorf, a young girl living with the Bernicks.

Rorlund, a schoolmaster.

Rummel, a merchant.

Vigeland and Sandstad, tradesman

Krap, Bernick's confidential clerk.

Aune, foreman of Bernick's shipbuilding yard.

Mrs. Rummel.

Hilda Rummel, her daughter.

Mrs. Holt.

Netta Holt, her daughter.

Mrs. Lynge.


Townsfolk and visitors, foreign sailors, steamboat passengers, etc., etc.

(The action takes place at the Bernicks' house in one of the smaller coast towns in Norway)
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(SCENE.--A spacious garden-room in the BERNICKS' house. In the foreground on the left is a door leading to BERNICK'S business room; farther back in the same wall, a similar door. In the middle of the opposite wall is a large entrance-door, which leads to the street. The wall in the background is almost wholly composed of plate-glass; a door in it opens upon a broad flight of steps which lead down to the garden; a sun-awning is stretched over the steps. Below the steps a part of the garden is visible, bordered by a fence with a small gate in it. On the other side of the fence runs a street, the opposite side of which is occupied by small wooden houses painted in bright colours. It is summer, and the sun is shining warmly. People are seen, every now and then, passing along the street and stopping to talk to one another; others going in and out of a shop at the corner, etc.

In the room a gathering of ladies is seated round a table. MRS. BERNICK is presiding; on her left side are MRS. HOLT and her daughter NETTA, and next to them MRS. RUMMEL and HILDA RUMMEL. On MRS. BERNICK'S right are MRS. LYNGE, MARTHA BERNICK and DINA DORF. All the ladies are busy working. On the table lie great piles of linen garments and other articles of clothing, some half finished, and some merely cut out. Farther back, at a small table on which two pots of flowers and a glass of sugared water are standing, RORLUND is sitting, reading aloud from a book with gilt edges, but only loud enough for the spectators to catch a word now and then. Out in the garden OLAF BERNICK is running about and shooting at a target with a toy crossbow.

After a moment AUNE comes in quietly through the door on the right. There is a slight interruption in the reading. MRS. BERNICK nods to him and points to the door on the left. AUNE goes quietly across, knocks softly at the door of BERNICK'S room, and after a moment's pause, knocks again. KRAP comes out of the room, with his hat in his hand and some papers under his arm.)

Krap: Oh, it was you knocking?

Aune: Mr. Bernick sent for me.

Krap: He did--but he cannot see you. He has deputed me to tell you--

Aune: Deputed you? All the same, I would much rather--

Krap: --deputed me to tell you what he wanted to say to you. You must give up these Saturday lectures of yours to the men.

Aune: Indeed? I supposed I might use my own time--

Krap: You must not use your own time in making the men useless in working hours. Last Saturday you were talking to them of the harm that would be done to the workmen by our new machines and the new working methods at the yard. What makes you do that?

Aune: I do it for the good of the community.

Krap: That's curious, because Mr. Bernick says it is disorganising the community.

Aune: My community is not Mr. Bernick's, Mr. Krap! As President of the Industrial Association, I must--

Krap: You are, first and foremost, President of Mr. Bernick's shipbuilding yard; and, before everything else, you have to do your duty to the community known as the firm of Bernick & Co.; that is what every one of us lives for. Well, now you know what Mr. Bernick had to say to you.

Aune: Mr. Bernick would not have put it that way, Mr. Krap! But I know well enough whom I have to thank for this. It is that damned American boat. Those fellows expect to get work done here the way they are accustomed to it over there, and that--

Krap: Yes, yes, but I can't go into all these details. You know now what Mr. Bernick means, and that is sufficient. Be so good as to go back to the yard; probably you are needed there. I shall be down myself in a little while. --Excuse me, ladies! (Bows to the ladies and goes out through the garden and down the street. AUNE goes quietly out to the right. RORLUND, who has continued his reading during the foregoing conversation, which has been carried on in low tones, has now come to the end of the book, and shuts it with a bang.)

Rorlund: There, my dear ladies, that is the end of it.

Mrs. Rummel: What an instructive tale!
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