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Preface





Early in 1937, fifty people in different parts of the country agreed to co-operate in making observations on how they and other people spend their daily lives. These fifty Observers were the vanguard of a developing movement, aiming to apply the methods of science to the complexity of a modern culture. In June 1937, a pamphlet called Mass-Observation was published (Muller, price is.), outlining this experiment in its theory and practice, and stressing the need for a large number of Observers. This pamphlet, which is the fullest statement so far, was given astonishing publicity in the Press. Within a few weeks more than a thousand people had applied to be Observers and the number is steadily rising.


The Observers by this time cover the whole country. They are in the industrial centres, in rural and urban areas, in country towns, suburbs and villages. They include coalminers, factory hands, shopkeepers, salesmen, housewives, hospital nurses, bank clerks, business men, doctors and schoolmasters, scientists and technicians. A large proportion of them have already shown themselves able to write really useful reports. Prof. Julian Huxley has written of some of these that they ‘would put many orthodox scientists to shame in their simplicity, clearness and objectivity.’


Since February, these Observers have been making reports about what happened to them on a given day, namely the twelfth of each month. They have concentrated on normal routine events. The survey of May 12 which takes up most of this book was therefore exceptional: it is almost wholly concerned with one event, which affected the whole country. This gives a unity to the reports which is an advantage in die first published example of the method in action. It also gives scope for the study of crowd behaviour, to which the method is well suited. As a rule, however, Mass-Observation will be dealing with everyday things rather than special occasions.


It seems to us that the organisation gives a meeting point between many fields. The results that should be obtainable when the method is fully developed should be of interest to the social worker, the field anthropologist, the politician, the historian, the advertising agent, the realistic novelist and indeed any person who is concerned to know what people really want and think. We propose to hold our files open to any serious worker. But in addition to special scientific uses, we believe that observing is itself of real value to the Observer. It heightens his power of seeing what is around him and gives him new interest in and understanding of it. He also benefits by seeing specimens of others’ reports. Results must be issued in a form that will be available and interesting to the non-specialist. Moreover Mass-Observation depends for its vitality on the criticisms and suggestions of the whole body of its Observers, who must be more than mere recording instruments.


The main development of Mass-Observation has been two-fold, firstly the network of Observers all over the country; secondly an intensive survey of a single town. Charles Madge runs the former, Tom Harrisson the latter. Humphrey Jennings is responsible for the business of presenting results. These three activities are closely linked. The local survey starts with whole-time research workers studying a place from the outside and working inwards, getting into the society, and so coming to the individual. The national plan starts from the individual Observers and works outwards from them into their social surroundings. One aim of Mass-Observation is to see how, and how far, the individual is linked up with society and its institutions. The third important task is that of issuing our reports and findings in a form which will be of interest and value to Observers, the general public, and scientists.


The final responsibility for presenting the material must in the case of this book rest on the whole-time editors, Charles Madge and Humphrey Jennings. Many others worked hard over shorter periods and on special problems. They include T. O. Beachcroft, Julian Blackburn, William Empson, Stuart Legg and Kathleen Raine. Ruthven Todd compiled the index. The real authors of the book are the Observers, who must be anonymous, but without whose help nothing could have been done.


August 1937.
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Part 1: May 12



















Chapter 1


PREPARATION FOR MAY 12





‘The Eight Means of Government are: Food, Goods, Sacrifices, Labour, Instruction, Protection against Crime, Entertainment of Guests, and the Army.’ (The Book of Records edited by CONFUCIUS.)


 







 





1. When surveys were made by Mass-Observation of three normal working days, February 12, March 12 and April 12, 1937, it was found that each day had been carefully prepared beforehand. For example, newspapers, which play such a part in the life of a day, were produced on the preceding day, while a great part of their contents dated from earlier still. The day’s big advertisements were planned months ahead, and so were B.B.C. programmes, films, plays, books, lectures, conferences, sporting events, religious services, etc. A detailed study was made by Mass-Observation of the relation of these preparations to ordinary human lives on February 12. This study was to have formed part of the present book, but for reasons of space it was decided to devote the whole volume to May 12, with a final section on the normal day survey.


In the case of May 12, preparations were infinitely greater and more protracted. To understand the day, it is essential to devote some time to them. This chapter deals entirely with events leading up to May 12. The reader who wants to see at once the more dramatic effects of Mass-Observation in action should therefore turn on fairly rapidly to the second chapter, but he will probably find himself turning back to the earlier pages for the light they cast on subsequent events. A library of press-cuttings was built up during the three months preceding the day; about 5,000 cuttings were taken from national and provincial newspapers and periodicals. Even then the collection was very far from being exhaustive, and it could profitably have been begun several months earlier. In making this collection, the Observers themselves played an essential part; they made cuttings from their own local newspapers, and were able to keep us posted as to the preparations and incidents they observed in the pre-Coronation months in their own localities. All this gave us a mass of data, which had to be sorted, indexed and filed. The material presented is intended to represent in outline the various types of preparatory activity, from the most solid and official to the most popular and hysterical. In this chapter the bulk of the quotations are from the press, which played the double role of both describing the preparations which were made and also of being itself one of the main instruments for preparing the people. In the remaining chapters the people themselves will say what the day was like for them.1


Preparations (i)


2. The Coronation of King George and Queen Elizabeth in May will cost the Treasury £454,000, a far greater sum than has been spent on any previous Coronation. In the estimates published yesterday it is disclosed that £524,000 will be required altogether, but towards this £70,000 will be realized from the sale of seats along the route of the procession.


    The last five Coronations have cost:












	 

	 

	 

	George IV. 1821

	
£238,238

	 

	 

	 






	 

	 

	 

	William IV. 1831

	
£42,298

	 

	 

	 






	 

	 

	 

	Victoria. 1838

	
£69,421

	 

	 

	 






	 

	 

	 

	Edward VII. 1902

	
£193,000

	 

	 

	 






	 

	 

	 

	George V. 1911

	
£185,000

	 

	 

	 















Comparing the estimates with those for the Coronation of King George V, the greatest part of the increased cost is in the estimate of the Office of Works for the preparation of Westminster Abbey and annexe and the erection of stands along the route. This has increased from £33,000 to £354,000—less the £70,000 for the sale of seats.2 (D. T. 4.3.37.)


3. The 7,700 invitations to attend the Coronation which are now being issued take the form of cards 10½ in. by 8¾ in., printed in black, and headed: ‘Coronation of Their Majesties King George VI. and Queen Elizabeth.’ The wording is:


‘By Command of the King, the Earl Marshal is directed to invite …… to be present at the Abbey Church of Westminster on the 12th day of May, 1937.’


Then follow the signature, ‘Norfolk, Earl Marshal’, and the arms of the Earl Marshal. Round the words of the invitation are the arms of the British Isles and the Commonwealth. The King’s arms are in the top left corner, and the Queen’s new arms, with the uncrowned lion of the Bowes-Lyon family, occupy the top right corner of the card. Between them are the arms of England and Scotland, with the Rose and the Thistle. Then, running right round the edges of the card, follow:






The arms and shamrock of Ireland;


The arms, oak leaves and acorns of the Union;


The arms and maple-leaf of Canada;


The arms and fern-frond of New Zealand;


The King’s cypher, ‘G.R. VI.’;


The arms and protea evergreen leaf of South Africa;


The arms and wattle of Australia;


The arms and lotus of India; and


The arms and leek of Wales. (D. T. 6.4.37.)








4. The delegations from overseas to the Coronation will include 34 Royal personages, 29 Indian Princes, 9 Foreign Ministers, 7 Prime Ministers and several Commanders-in-Chief.


Among the Royal visitors will be the Count of Flanders, the Crown Prince and Princess of Denmark, Princess Juliana and Prince Bernhard of the Netherlands, and Crown Prince Michael of Rumania, the Crown Prince Olaf of Norway, the Crown Prince and Princess of Sweden, and Prince Chichibu, brother of the Emperor of Japan.


The United States delegation will include Gen. Pershing and Mr. James Gerard, former U.S. Ambassador in Berlin, M. Litvinoff will represent Soviet Russia, and Turkey will be represented by her Prime Minister, Gen. Ismel Inonu.


Australia, Canada, New Zealand, South Africa, and Southern Rhodesia are sending their Prime Ministers. The official Indian delegation includes the Maharaja Gaekwar of Baroda and the Aga Khan. (D. T. 30.3.37.)


5. The King has surprised and delighted four workpeople by personally inviting them to be present at the Coronation service in Westminster Abbey on May 12. One is a Scotch woman weaver, another a South Wales steel works foreman. Then there is a girl employed at the Birmingham electricity works and a young pit worker at Chesterfield.


The King issued the invitation through the Industrial Welfare Society of which he was President for some years, as a mark of his close connection with industry. (N.C 6.4.37.)


6. Peers and their wives, peeresses in their own right and dowager peeresses have now received the Royal Summons to the Coronation. (D.T. 13.4.37.)


The form of the Summons to a peer and his wife is as follows:




Right Trusty and Well-beloved—We greet you well.


Whereas the twelfth day of May next is appointed for the Solemnity of our Royal Coronation.


These are to Will and Command you and the Lady your wife (all excuses set apart) to make your personal attendance on Us at the times above-mentioned, furnished and appointed as to your Rank and Quality appertaineth, there to do and perform all such Services as shall be required and belong unto you respectively.


Whereof you and she are not to fail. And so We bid you most heartily farewell.


Given at our Court of St. James’s this twelfth day of April in the first year of Our Reign.3 (D.T. 14.4.37.)





7. In the House of Commons yesterday Sir A. Sinclair, (Caithness and Sutherland, Liberal) asked the Lord President of the Council whether he was in a position to make a statement regarding the representatives of the forces taking part in the Coronation procession and lining the streets, and what arrangements had been made for the accommodation of those troops in London.


Mr. Ramsay MacDonald (Scottish Universities, Nat. Lab.) replied: The number of officers and men from home and overseas in the procession and the lining of the streets at the forthcoming Coronation will amount to approximately 32,500. In the procession will be detachments from the Royal Navy and the Naval Reserves, from all corps and units of the Regular and Territorial Armies, and from the Royal Air Force and the Auxiliary Air Force, the Navy providing 4,000 and the Air Force 3,000 respectively out of the total. (Times, 17.3.37.)


8. When the last of the Empire troops arrives in London about May 8, the total strength of the Dominion and Colonial Coronation contingents will be brought up to 1,641 men.


Practically every section of the armed forces of the Empire will be represented, and their picturesque uniforms will add considerably to the brightness of the London Coronation scene.


The scarlet coats of the Royal Canadian Mounted Police, the blue and khaki of the askaris from the King’s African Rifles, the Indian turbans and the colour patches of the Colonial Militia forces will make a fine show when all the men are assembled. (D.T. 9.3.37.)


9. Personnel required in connection with the Coronation will be housed or encamped in London from May 10 to 13. The camps will be in Kensington Gardens (processional army troops and Royal Air Force), Regent’s Park, Primrose Hill, and Olympia (Royal Navy, the Dominions contingents, and three Guards battalions), and at Hampton Court (Indian and Burmese contingents). The Colonial contingent will be accommodated in barracks in London. (Times, 17.3.37.)


10. The final cost of building the temporary annexe to Westminster Abbey and preparing the Abbey for the Coronation will be about £100,000. The annexe, where the procession will form and where the robing rooms will be situated, will cost nearly £24,000, but the major part of the £100,000 will be spent on the erection of 7,700 seats in the Abbey. ‘The structural work is similar to that in a theatre,’ said an Office of Works official. ‘Three separate tiers of rising seats will be put up in the transept and two elsewhere. The tremendous weight will be carried on great steel girders.’ (D.T. 24.2.37.)


11. Five hundred and seventy miles of steel tubing, enough to reach out from London to Basle, in Switzerland, are now in place. The figure is a sober calculation. Thus: contractors reckon that an average of twenty foot of tubing is needed for each seat in a properly made stand. The number of seats which the Office of Works is providing is known to be about 90,000. Unknown is the total seating capacity of stands on the parts of the route which the Office of Works does not control, but there is a guide in the fact that about six steel scaffolding firms have supplied materials for an average of 10,000 seats each.


The total comes to three million feet.


Office of Works contractors are using also 850 tons of timber (Columbian pine, 3 in. by 9 in.) as decking. When the proportionate amount of timber in other stands is added, the weight reaches 1,400 tons. (N.C. 22.4.37.)


12. Mr. Attlee (Limehouse, Labour) asked the Lord President of the Council whether he had any statement to make regarding the price of seats on the Government stands to view the Coronation procession.


Mr. Macdonald (Scottish Universities, Nat. Lab.)—Yes, sir. This is a question which has given rise to prolonged consideration. (Laughter.) The subject was approached with the idea of using these stands to accommodate representatives of the many-sided life of the nation. Obviously if this was to be done prices had to be fixed which would not be a bar to anyone invited to attend. The net cost of the seats on the uncovered Government stands is about 30s., and on stands covered £2 5s.


It is clear, however, that such charges would be beyond the means of many people whose presence should be made possible. We examined very carefully various proposals involving differentiation of charges, but came to the conclusion that any scheme based upon differentiation was unworkable; and accordingly the Government have felt justified in fixing the price for uncovered seats at 15s., and for covered seats at £1 2s. 6d.—the Treasury finding the balance. These seats are not to be sold to the general public but only to persons chosen by the groups among which the representation is to be allotted. (Times, 18.2.37.)


13. All the 85,000 seats in the Government stands to view the Coronation procession have now been allotted. I learn that they include the following:












	 

	 

	Dominions

	20,000

	 






	 

	 

	Colonies

	5,700

	 






	 

	 

	India

	5,500

	 






	 

	 

	Houses of Parliament

	2,500

	 






	 

	 

	

Pensioners and veterans of the Defence Forces, including the British Legion and Old Comrades Association




	2,500

	 






	 

	 

	Co-operative Movement

	1,800

	 






	 

	 

	Foreign Office

	1,500

	 






	 

	 

	London County Council

	700

	 






	 

	 

	City Corporation

	500

	 






	 

	 

	Federation of British Industries

	500

	 






	 

	 

	Boys’ Organizations

	500

	 















More than 5,000 seats have been allocated to the Royal Household. Seats have also been allotted to the Navy, Army and Air Force. The Home Civil Service, trade unions and other organizations representative of labour, the Diplomatic Corps, associations of people engaged in professional occupations, associations of people representing science, art, letters and teaching, women’s institutes, religious organizations, public utility corporations, etc. (E.N. 15.3.37.)


14. Schemes for the decoration of nearly four and a half miles of streets for the Coronation, including most of the route of the procession on May 12, were announced by Westminster City Council yesterday. Altogether they will cost £23,000, or £3,000 more than was spent at the Silver Jubilee of King George V and Queen Mary in 1935.


In Regent Street there will be white, blue and gold islands, and red, gold and white masts. Buildings will be decorated in blue, red and gold with white, blue and red and pink flowers.


For Piccadilly the colours will be blue, white, gold and red for the islands, and red, white and gold for the pavement masts, the building scheme being in blue and white.


Red, white, gold and blue have been selected for Whitehall itself, the buildings being dealt with according to the colours recommended by the Office of Works.


In the Strand the colours will be red, white, gold and green for islands, red, white, gold and blue for pavement masts, and blue, red and gold for the buildings.


At night in a number of streets there will be gas flambeaux or electric floodlighting to illuminate the decorations. These will be placed on the islands along the centre of the roads, and the naked flames of the torches will rise from specially fireproofed pylons 13 feet high.


Along every pavement there will be decorated masts 28 feet high, topped with a crown of gold and bearing a banner with the initials of the King and Queen, ‘G-E’ (D.T. 11.3.37.)


15. Plans representing six months’ unceasing work by experts of Scotland Yard and London Transport were finished this week-end. Now the traffic planners are confident they have done their best to deal with the 36-hour Coronation rush on May 11-12-13. The whole traffic scheme will be available to the public to-morrow as a souvenir booklet. Underground trains will run all through the night of May 11-12, key stations remaining open. Twelve of the less important stations will not open at all on Coronation Day, to avoid delays. Four stations will be closed on May 12 until after the Royal Procession has passed—Westminster, Trafalgar Square, Hyde Park Corner and Bond Street. At six of the key stations on the Procession route, restrictions will have to be imposed. (D.H. 5.4.37.)


16. Police constables with an aptitude for draughtsmanship have turned cartographers to assist in Scotland Yard’s preparations for the Coronation. Their crowning achievement is the production of a map, drawn to scale, measuring 12 ft. by 10 ft. This now occupies the entire side of a room at Scotland Yard, where it will be available for the chiefs of every department concerned with the Coronation. It shows the whole ceremonial area in detail, and the route of the Coronation procession is indicated by red tape.


The route, with vantage points along it, is dotted with coloured drawing pins, different colours representing barriers, ‘staggered’ barriers, ambulance stations, points where crowds can safely assemble and temporary refreshment places. (D.T. 30.3.37.)


17. The Coronation procession is to be led by a Scotland Yard wireless van.


It will just be one of the sixty which will be on duty during the day, but its task will be of far greater importance than the others.


It will supply Scotland Yard with a running commentary of the procession’s progress and it will at the same time notify the authorities of points along the route where police reinforcements may be needed. (E.S. 26.4.37.)


18. An elaborate network of telephones to link up every important point on Coronation Day has been installed by the Post Office. Through this private network Buckingham Palace will be in direct touch with the Abbey, the Earl Marshal’s Office with all stands on the route, and Scotland Yard and the fire brigades with every point at which mishaps might cause need for their services.


The heart of the system will be a special exchange, Whitehall 4422, in St. James’s Palace. Here the procession itself will be controlled. (E.S. 12.3.37.)


19. The Coronation procession on May 12 will be—




3,500 yards long (about 2 miles),


And take 40 minutes to pass a given point.


(D. Mail, 17.3.37.)





On the way to the Abbey, six processions will precede that of the King and Queen, who will leave Buckingham Palace at 10.30 a.m. and arrive at the Abbey at 11 o’clock.


Following the Lord Mayor of London’s procession will be that of the Speaker of the House of Commons. Then will come a procession of carriages carrying Mr. Baldwin, the Dominion Premiers, and other Empire representatives, and later the carriage processions of the Royal Family and Queen Mary. Princess Elizabeth and Princess Margaret will drive to the Abbey in a glass coach with the Princess Royal and a Captain’s escort.


The King and Queen will be in the State Coach drawn by Windsor Greys. The Standard will be carried immediately behind the coach, and will be followed by the Duke of Gloucester and the Duke of Kent riding side by side. (D.T. 28.4.37.)


20. Sir John Reith spent an hour at Buckingham Palace yesterday discussing with the King arrangements made for broadcasting Coronation ceremonies.


The King wanted to hear how technical and other difficulties will be overcome, particularly as it was feared that it might not be possible to give a true representation of the Abbey service.4 (D.H. 24.2.37.)


21. Seven observers will tell to home and Empire listeners the story of the procession from Buckingham Palace to the Abbey.


Fifty-eight microphones will be used, 32 in and near the Abbey itself.


It is hoped that listeners will even hear the King’s voice during part of the service.


The total weight of equipment installed is 12 tons, and the total length of wire used approximately 472 miles. (D.  Dispatch, 16.4.37.)


22. Inside the annexe Michael Standing will tell of the marshalling of the procession;


Of the memorable scene as the ‘great Proceeding’ moves slowly up the carpeted aisle through the organ screen and on towards the High Altar;


As the King himself passes through the West Door to the inspiring sound of the opening anthem.


    During the service the B.B.C. Director of Religion, the Rev. F. A. Iremonger, chaplain to the King, will offer guidance for the thoughts and prayers of listeners during that part of the Abbey service which will not be broadcast. (Ibid.)


23. The culminating point in the Coronation Ceremony, when Dr. Lang, the Archbishop of Canterbury, places the crown on the King’s head, will be reached, I understand, shortly after noon on May 12. This is the time indicated by the preliminary rehearsals in Westminster Abbey. Further rehearsals and tests with stop watches are expected to fix the time within two or three minutes.


The fact that the King has been crowned will be proclaimed officially by the firing of guns. Elaborate arrangements are being made to ensure that the firing synchronizes with the ceremony. Direct telephone lines are being installed from the Abbey to artillery batteries in St. James’s Park, the Tower and Windsor, the three chief firing points. An observer stationed in a box in the Abbey will be watching the ceremony, and the moment the Archbishop places the crown on the King’s head he will give the signal to fire simultaneously to the batteries.


The authorities are not relying on the telephone alone. Wireless will be used to ensure that the firing takes place at the precise moment. A special signalling set is being installed on which the observer will flash a message to the batteries. (D.T. 1.5.37.)


24. It is anticipated that Their Majesties’ drive in state from Westminster Abbey to Buckingham Palace will begin at approximately 1.40 p.m.


George Blake again will continue the story as the waiting crowds acclaim their newly-crowned King and Queen, and there will be the sounds of pealing bells, gun-fire, and cheering. Then, instead of the voices of observers, four special ‘atmosphere’ microphones will tell their own story by reproducing the sounds—the martial music, the cheers—as the procession passes. (D. Dispatch, 16.4.37.)


25. The arrangements being made promise that televiewers will see on their screens more than a great many spectators will see in the crowded streets. The transmission will be made early in the afternoon during the return procession from Westminster Abbey.


Three television cameras will be placed at the Apsley Gate, Hyde Park Corner. One on the plinth will give overhead views of the advancing procession down East Carriage Drive, and a second immediately to the north of the gate will provide telescopic close-ups, including pictures of the King and Queen, as the procession passes. (D.T. 7.4.37.)


26. The largest telephoto lens in the world will be used by Paramount in filming the Coronation.


By the use of this lens a distant object, which would normally appear so small as to be hardly discernible, can be made large enough to fill the entire screen with full definition and thus will permit close-up views to be taken from distant camera positions.


British Paramount News will use it in taking pictures of the Royal Family when they appear on the balcony of Buckingham Palace after their return from the Abbey. (The Cinema, 5.5.37.)


27. After crowning King George VI at Westminster Abbey on May 12, Dr. Lang, Archbishop of Canterbury, will go to a dark room in the West End to play a new role—film censor.


His Grace, ever vigilant of public interest and good taste, will carefully scan the films of the Coronation made by the news reels. With him will be the Earl Marshal the Duke of Norfolk. The Primate and the Duke will have a free hand to cut from the film records anything which may be considered unsuitable for the public at large to see. (D. Mirror, 6.3.37.)


28. The Daily Telegraph learns that King George’s address to his peoples which will be broadcast on the evening of Coronation Day, May 12, has been fixed approximately for 8 p.m.


The King’s speech is expected to last about ten minutes. It will come as the climax to a programme of Empire homage in which five Premiers and the Viceroy of India, the Marquess of Linlithgow, will take part.


The programme will begin at 7.20 p.m. Mr. Baldwin, the last Premier to broadcast, will speak a few introductory sentences which will bring the King to the microphone at Buckingham Palace.


The entire programme will be recorded and re-broadcast from the Empire station at Daventry during the following 24 hours. (D.T. 24.4.37.)


One Big Family


29. An appeal to Londoners and English people generally to make an effort to throw off ‘standoffishness’ and reserve during this Coronation year was made last night by Sir Archibald Weigall.


He was speaking at a dinner of the Royal Empire Society, over which he presides as chairman of the Council, held in honour of the Lord Mayor of London and the Lady Mayoress, Sir George and Lady Broadbridge.


Tributes to the warmheartedness of the peoples of Australia and New Zealand, founded on experiences during his recent tour, were paid by the Marquess of Hartington, M.P., Parliamentary Under-secretary for the Dominions. ‘Out there’, he said, ‘the people make the visitor feel that he is one of the family. I hope we will do the same this year.’


London, the Lord Mayor said, belongs to inhabitants of distant parts of the Empire as well as to people of this country. ‘London has beauty and dignity, peace and tranquillity to set off against the thunder of her traffic, her dirt, her grime. She is London, whichever way it is—England’s old sweetheart, loved by her sons for 2,000 years.’5 (D.T. 2.3.37.)


30. Arrangements for the accommodation of the official guests of the Court and of the Government are fast nearing completion.


Already the West End hotels are preparing their royal suites and most spacious rooms, though most of them do not yet know who will occupy these apartments.


At the Ritz Hotel, where the Aga Khan is expected to stay, 25 suites, including six royal suites, have been reserved for official guests. At the Dorchester about 40 rooms have been set aside, and at the Mayfair Hotel 20. Four royal suites overlooking Green Park have been reserved at the Splendide.


Similar preparations are being made at Brown’s Hotel, at Grosvenor House—where 70 suites will be occupied by delegates to the Imperial Conference—the Carlton, Claridge’s, the Berkeley and the Savoy.


The arrangements are mainly in the hands of the Lord Chamberlain and of the Government Hospitality Board. The Government’s invitation extends to a week’s stay, but in most cases the individuals will stay on much longer. (D.T. 1.4.37.)


31.


Bombay, Sunday.        


Gen. Sir Kaiser Shum Shere Jung, ruling Minister in Nepal, land of the Gurkhas, has sailed for England for the Coronation festivities as head of the Nepalese delegation. He has with him an ancient Order of Nepal which is being conferred on the King-Emperor. He also carries with him a diamond said to be worth £100,000, which he will wear during the festivities.


The official Indian service contingent sails to-morrow in the troopship Neuralia and arrives at Southampton on May 3. It comprises units of the Indian Army, the R.A.F., auxiliary and territorial forces, police and native troops from 42 States. (Times, 12.4.37.)


32.


Bulawayo, April 4.       


Paramount Chief Yeta III arrived at Bulawayo from Barotseland on Saturday en route to England for the Coronation. He received an enthusiastic reception from the Barotse employed in Southern Rhodesia, who asked their chief to convey the humble duty and devotion of the Barotse to his Majesty, with the assurance of their abiding loyalty and affection for the Throne.


Addressing his people, Yeta urged them to conduct themselves respectfully to the Government and expressed his gratification at going to the Coronation. On the departure of the train for Capetown the assembled natives sang the Barotse National Anthem and ‘God Save the King’.6 (Times, 5.4.37.)


33.


S.S. Arawa, Caribbean Sea, Monday.       


Pitcairn, the volcanic island in the South Pacific, is sending a delegate to the Coronation.


He is Mr. David Young, 61, a great-great-grandson of Edward Young, midshipman in Captain Bligh’s ship, the Bounty, and one of the mutineers who landed on Pitcairn and populated the island. (D.T. 20.4.37.)


34. The most envied girl in Australia to-day is Miss Sheila Martin, of Wagga Wagga, New South Wales.


She has been chosen to come to London for the Coronation as the best representative of Australian girlhood, and plans are being made to give her a queen’s reception in Britain.


An influential committee has been set up in London, including representatives of every state in the Commonwealth and prominent English people interested in Empire affairs, to arrange an itinerary for her, and to see that she will get the opportunities of taking part in some of the important functions at Coronation time. (Sunday Express, 7.3.37.)


35. I learn that Mr. Mackenzie King, the Prime Minister of Canada and the Dominion’s chief representative for the Coronation, has invited Mr. R. B. Bennett, the leader of the Opposition, to be a member of the Coronation delegation.


Mr. Bennett, I understand, has accepted the invitation and will sail with the other delegates for England in the Empress of Australia next Saturday.


This fine gesture of Mr. Mackenzie King will enhance his reputation as an Empire statesman. (E.S. 21.4.37.)


36. Hundreds of family parties will be among the 150,000 Americans coming to Britain for the Coronation. ‘Seventy “Coronation ships” will leave the U.S.A. from April 1 onwards,’ Mr. R. E. Towle, representative of the American Express Company, told me. ‘These ships alone will bring about 50,000 people. The American is deeply interested in Europe and particularly in Great Britain. We look upon it as our home in spirit, because nearly all Americans can claim European descent.’ (D. Mirror, 29.3.37.)


37. Two hundred thousand Coronation visitors from Overseas threaten to swamp completely the accommodation that London is preparing.


With all hotels booked up, the newly-established Coronation Accommodation Committee talks of the need for another 50,000 rooms!


Figures of probable arrivals already gathered by the News Chronicle are likely to be far below the actual number. Here they are:
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	New Zealand
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To these must be added foreign visitors from other parts of the world, the tens of thousands who will flock to London from Great Britain itself. (N.C. 20.2.37.)


38. ‘We want more offers still from Greater London,’ Mr. Hugh Wontner, secretary of the Coronation Accommodation Committee, told an Evening News representative to-day.


‘We have had them from as far away as Leeds, but we want to exhaust every possible London offer before going even as far as Brighton. London has already been amazingly hospitable. I have masses of letters here from people, obviously in quite humble circumstances, offering accommodation purely from a public-spirited point of view, and asking me how much I think they ought to charge. I have here every sort of offer, from bed at 3s. 6d. a night to a castle at a thousand guineas for a period.’ (E.N. 20.2.37.)


39. In the advertisement columns of the New York newspapers that have just reached here the Coronation is already casting its shadows before. A leading tourist agency ‘invites’ readers to it and presents for their choice a great variety of ways and means, with every detail arranged in advance. One of its schemes provides seats in a ‘covered reviewing stand for the Coronation procession in Hyde Park.’ This stand is ‘ideally situated in the garden of Apsley House, home of Dukes of Wellington since Waterloo, adjacent to the present Royal residence, commanding a long view of the processional route.’ Seats in it are offered at from fifteen to twenty-five guineas. (M.G. 18.2.37.)


40. ‘We have already done four times more Coronation business than we did right up to the day King George was crowned in 1911.’ This was said to The Star by Mr. Herbert Smith, managing director of Keith Prowse. He was talking of the seats for seeing the procession.


‘We happen to have got hold of accommodation running into many thousands,’ he went on. ‘The top price so far is 600 guineas each for two balconies on the premises of Dickens and Jones.’ (Star, 19.2.37.)


41. Beauty is to be enthroned and comfort have its coronation at Olympia on Easter Tuesday, when the Duke and Duchess of Gloucester open the Ideal Home Exhibition for its 21st anniversary.7


First of all the spectacular events in the Coronation season, it will be the proud coming-of-age festival of a vast display that has for a long time been a national institution. From a primitive thatched, mud-and-wattle hut to the splendour of the Golden Hall of Homage, it will tell the story of Home and of England’s loyalty to her monarch.


    A hall of golden, misty light, over which reigns a majestic golden statue of the King, is to greet those who enter from Addison Road. They will walk through the broadways of this Golden Hall of Homage while music by Alfredo and his picturesque gipsy orchestra or Sidney Baynes and his broadcasting orchestra floats to them from unseen sources. High under the vault of gold they will see, group by group, the peoples of the Empire, bearing rich tribute from each land in a pageant of homage. (Croydon Times, 27.3.37.)


42. Australia’s Coronation Contingent—150 tall, bronzed men representative of the Commonwealth Navy, Army and Air Force—were given a rousing reception when they arrived at St. Pancras from Tilbury on Thursday and marched behind the band of the Scots Guards and the Coldstream Guards drum and fife band to Wellington Barracks.8 (D.T. 27.3.37.)


43. Four long white banners swung in Bond Street yesterday afternoon, the first rehearsal there of Coronation decorations. (Times, 18.2.37.)


44. The Southern Rhodesian contingent to attend the Coronation were given a great welcome when they reached England yesterday, disembarking at Southampton from the Union-Castle liner Winchester Castle. They comprise members of the military forces, the old Rhodes Pioneer Column, and Rhodesian Girl Guides.


Eleven veterans of the early settler days average 70½ years of age, and Mr. A. Tulloch, the oldest, is 78. Three of them were in the Shanghai patrol which was almost annihilated by the Matabele in 1893, and two of them were in the Jameson Raid. (Times, 30.3.37.)


45. With yesterday’s sunshine came new splashes of colour on the route of the Coronation procession.


Hints of the pageantry to come are creeping into the scene outside Westminster Abbey and in Parliament Square.


The huge central stands in the square were being draped with red, gold and blue cloth, the overhanging edges of the canopies having a pattern of red and gold. (D.T. 20.4.37.)


46. It was New Zealand’s day in London yesterday. With cheering crowds to voice the Mother Country’s welcome, a further contingent of bronzed, slouch-hatted troops marched into the Empire’s capital to represent the Dominion at the Coronation.


Arriving at Tilbury in the liner Rangitiki in the early morning, the troops travelled to London by train. At St. Pancras the band and drums of the Grenadier Guards welcomed them with the strains of the ‘Distant Greeting’ march. (D.T. 20.4.37.)


47. ‘I come from Heilbron, a quiet little town in the Orange River Colony, where nothing ever happens.


The huge volume of traffic in the streets of English cities bewilders me, but the magnificent shops and stores with their wonderful displays of jewellery, wearing apparel, furniture, etc., hold me fascinated beyond measure.’ (Quoted in D.E. 13.4.37.)


48. Eighteen sculptors have been working for twelve months on the Coronation decorations scheme for Messrs. Selfiidge’s store in Oxford and Orchard Streets, and eighteen panels, representing episodes in Britain’s history, from the time of the Druids to Armistice Day, will be shown.


In outlining the scheme, which is nearly complete, Mr. Gordon Selfridge said that Sir William Reid Dick, R.A., who has designed the great central piece of sculpture entitled ‘The Empire’s Homage to the Throne’, has supervised the decorative sculpture, with Mr. Albert Millar as controller of the entire scheme.


The great pelmet of scarlet and gold, edged with silver fringe, is 17 feet long and 19 feet across. The top of the figure of Peace which towers above the 12-foot medallion of the King and Queen is 150 feet from the pavement.


Two women sculptors have executed work for the scheme. An enormous picture showing the great ports of the British Empire—100 feet long and 35 feet wide—has been done by Clara Fargo Thomas, and a panel representing Boadicea is the work of Clare Sheridan.


The whole scheme will be flood-lit. (E.N. 12.4.37.)


49. Drages are among the first of the great stores to welcome the Coronation—with Music, Pageantry, Colour, and Souvenir Gifts to all customers.


The Bells of famous Cathedrals ring throughout the gaily decorated store. In the windows are striking life-size models of the King and Queen in Coronation Robes, and pictorial panoramas of Royal Homes. (Advert.)


50. From head to heel and from skin to skirt they are nowclothing themselves with Union Jacks, Royal Standards, and portraits of the King and Queen. Had I notviewed the actual goods with my own eyes I would never have believed that girls would wear red, white and blue ‘undies’, and go to bed in dainty sleeping suits bespattered with Imperial Crowns and Royal Monograms. But apparently they do.9 (Reynolds News, 2.5.37.)


51. Grown Yourself With Glorious Hair FREE. Harlene-Hair-Drill Coronation Offer. This morning comes news of a magnificent gift. It is a Gift which can pave the way to lasting Beauty! It is a CROWN for every man and woman! A Crown more beautiful than gold or jewels!—a CROWN OF GLORIOUS HAIR! (Advert.)


52. … And long after the cavalcade of Coronation Year is but a faded memory, the Dorchester Silver-plate Pastry Server will grace your table to remind you and your children of a great occasion. (Advert, for Sylvan Flakes.)


53. The plans for entertaining overseas visitors to the Coronation have advanced so far as the quality is concerned, and the immediate problem that now faces the societies, the Dominions Office, and the High Commissioners’ offices, is one of co-ordination and transport to functions outside London. This applies particularly to the garden parties, of which several more are announced. The Archbishop of Canterbury is giving one, and there will be others at Denham, Hurstmonceaux, Nuneham, Warren House, Stanmore, and Wycombe.


There will be organized visits to the Mint, the Bank of England, the Royal Stud at Newmarket, the halls of City Companies, newspaper offices, the Law Courts, a film studio, the Post Office, dress shows, and ships for the Naval Review. Cocktail parties, luncheons, dinners, theatre parties, and week-end invitations are also available in reasonable quantities. (Times, 12.3.37.)


54. The London Zoological Gardens will be open on Coronation Day from 9 a.m. to 7 p.m. and such summer attractions as the Pets’ Corner and the chimpanzees’ tea-party, which are usually started at Whitsun, will be in full swing. The chimpanzees will drink their milk from Coronation mugs and their table will be decorated with a Union Jack. The elephants will have their nails gilded as do the elephants used in processions in India. (D.T. 5.4.37.)


55. Plans are being considered for presenting Sheffield to Coronation visitors. It is hoped that facilities may be obtained for showing them the city’s industrial advances in conjunction with the many beauty spots of North Derbyshire, which are close to the boundaries of Sheffield. (E.N. 24.2.37.)


56. That rural England at her loveliest may welcome our Coronation visitors could we not compact with one another, and with the parties we take to or join in the country, that we will this year at any rate refrain from picking the wild flowers in any place to which the public have access? For the most ardent among our visitors will have come from families in which our English wild flowers are a cherished remembrance from the talk of parents and grandparents—the early settlers. (Letter to Times, 31.3.37.)


57. Coronation visitors arriving at Liverpool will be greeted with a huge floral Union Jack which is to occupy the centre bed at the Pier-head. (Manchester Daily Dispatch, 17.4.37.)


58. Twelve sun-burned young men from Rhodesia are travelling around Britain with only a few shillings in their pockets, but as happy as millionaires.


They will wake up in Manchester this morning, after being two days on the road and travelling 250 miles, to count their loose change and find that each has spent exactly two shillings.


That is the way the Boy Scouts’ Association are making sure that Colonial Scouts over for the Coronation see Britain without having to break into the few shillings they have brought over as pocket-money.


For nine days the Rhodesian Scouts are ‘seeing things’—Cumberland and Chester, Wales and Winchester—travelling in a luxury motor-coach, and being feted wherever they go by the local Scout troops. (D. Mirror, 3.5.37.)


59. CORONATION—An occasion which affords untold opportunities for the GROCER and PROVISION MERCHANT, the BAKER and CONFECTIONER, the WINE and SPIRIT MERCHANT, the BREWER and the MINERAL WATER MANUFACTURER.


Huge sums of money will be spent on eatables and drink to celebrate this auspicious occasion, and local gatherings will undoubtedly buy locally.


YOU cannot afford to miss this opportunity of a lifetime by failing to make known your GOODS and SERVICE.


The cheapest and most effective local advertising medium is




THE ANDOVER ADVERTISER





which is read in over 6,600 homes in Andover and District and covers an area of over 600 square miles. (10.4.37.)


60. Coronation trees were planted in the public park, Prestwick, by Lieut-Colonel T. C. R. Moore, M.P. for Ayr Burghs, Provost Govan, and others, and were dedicated by the Rev. Luke M‘Quitty, Prestwick.


In this Coronation year, Colonel Moore said, the people of this country had kept their heads and weathered the storm of the greatest constitutional crisis in their history, and he believed that, with their great traditions behind them and their unswerving stability of character to help them, they would go forward quietly, determinedly and confidently to even greater glories and a more prosperous future.10 (Glasgow Citizen, 22.3.37.)


61. Birmingham is to be artistically decorated for the Coronation. Its municipal buildings and the chief streets in the city centre will be adorned with shields and banners of historical importance.


Upon the Council House the shields represent the arms of the Lords of the Manor of Birmingham from 1166 to 1824 and in addition to various members of the de Bermingham family, include the arms of St. Liz, Someri, Marrow, Key, Archer, Windsor, and Musgrave.


Over the main entrance of the Council House under the great arch will be displayed a banner mounted with the arms of England, with the Royal Cipher and powderings below and the Crown above. The quartered arms of the King will not be displayed, as this is only correct where the King is in residence.


The column which is now being erected in Victoria Square will be thirty-five feet high to the top of the capital and carries a gilt equestrian group of St. George, eight feet high, in which the saint presents the Crown with outstretched arm. Grouped about the foot of the column are to be four beds of rhododendrons. (Birmingham Mail, 21.4.37.)


62. The arrangements for the big military parade and march past, on the morning of Coronation Day, May 12, which is being organized by Colonel O. D. Smallwood, the O.C. Troops, at the request of the Lord Mayor, are now nearing completion. All units of the Territorial Army will participate, and it is hoped that all ex-service men’s organizations will be strongly represented. (Birmingham Mail, 6.4.37.)


The 45th R.E. Battalion from Thorp Street will have with it some of its big lorries, carrying searchlights, while with the 69th Brigade there will be two mobile anti-aircraft guns which will be sure to attract much attention. The 68th Field Brigade R.A. will have four mechanized 18-pounders, the R.A.M.C. will have one of its ambulances, while with the Signals contingent will be cable-wagons and wireless lorries, and 24 motor-cyclist dispatch-riders. While the parade is in progress, nine machines from the 605th Squadron at Castle Bromwich will be flying overhead. (Birmingham Mail, 29.4.37.)


63. Coventry is now well set to commemorate the Coronation and to enjoy itself in so doing. The five special committees of the City Council, collaborating with the Coventry Hospital Carnival Committee and other organizations, have drawn up a comprehensive programme, embracing all classes and ages, for Coronation Week. The whole of the centre of the city will be gay with bunting, flags and streamers in a decorative scheme carried out by the Corporation.


There will be three main events on Coronation Day itself:


A fair on the usual Hospital Carnival lines on the Memorial Park, with football and baseball matches, ox-roasting, open-air dancing, variety performance and firework display in addition;




A sports meeting at the Butts Stadium in the afternoon;


A Coronation Ball at the Drill Hall in the evening.


(Midland Daily Telegraph, 1.4.37.)





64. Croydon: There will be plentiful illuminations and decorations in well-selected centres, not to mention a special firework display, to delight the eyes of the public, and band performances in the parks. The young, the old, and the unfortunate are not forgotten. As is most befitting to the occasion special shows of Coronation pictures for children will be arranged in several theatres and cinemas and every boy and girl in the elementary, day central and special schools in the Borough will receive a gift book about the King. A special tea with entertainment is to be arranged for crippled and physically defective children. About 3,000 old age pensioners are to be invited as guests to tea and entertainment, and the unemployed and their wives will receive similar hospitality. The blind, too, are to be invited to supper and entertainment in the Large Public Hall, whilst the deaf and dumb will also be entertained together over a cup of tea and refreshments. A civic banquet and ball will be held, whilst the solemnity attendant upon the occasion will be duly expressed at the civic and thanksgiving services. (Croydon Times, 3.4.37.)


65. Coronation celebrations are to be on an elaborate scale at Liverpool. Nearly 2,000 people have some special role to play in the week’s activities.


On Coronation Day contingents of his Majesty’s forces will march past the Lord Mayor, and the Corporations of Bootle, Birkenhead, and Wallasey, together with the Dock Board, are co-operating with the Lord Mayor and the city ship-owners to present a river spectacle. A long line of ships extending from New Brighton to Eastham will fly their flags, and at night their myriad lights will illuminate the river. (Times, 12.3.37.)


66. A daylight fireworks display is to be one of the attractions at the athletic carnivals which are to be held at Hampden Park, Glasgow, on Coronation Day. This display will be primarily for the entertainment of spectators and the 1,300 children taking part in the afternoon’s programme which will consist of a ‘keep fit’ and athletic display. (Glasgow Evening Citizen, 19.3.37.)


67. In Bishop’s Waltham, Hampshire, there will be dancing in the High Street on Coronation night. Coloured electric lights will illuminate the scene from end to end of the street and one of the older councillors, with the prettiest girl in the town as partner, will lead off the dancing, which will go on to midnight.


An ingenious and quite decorous version of the strip-tease act will be part of the all-day Coronation sports in the old town of Hastings. Couples—men and girls—wearing ordinary clothes over bathing costumes, have to undress and then dress in each other’s clothes. Prizes go to those who do the change-over in the shortest time.11 (Sunday Referee, 9.5.37.)


68. Children and old folks are being specially catered for in the plans for Coronation Day in the Black Country.


At Bilston additional arrangements are being made in the form of town grants to the unemployed, the blind ex-service men, and old age pensioners. These grants will be spent on providing a tea and entertainment. A total of 7,000 medals for distribution to scholars of the town are being purchased at a cost of £102, and will be presented at the schools by the Mayor (Aid. Walter M. Hughes) the day before the Coronation.


A service in the Parish Church opens the day at Willenhall. This will be in the morning, and early in the afternoon school children will assemble for the presentation of Coronation mugs. (Birmingham Evening Dispatch, 12.3.37.)


69. The Coronation shilling allowance for school children is to be used in the Arbroath landward district to provide a souvenir money box filled with sweets, a souvenir medal, and a propelling pencil for each child.


This was the decision reached by Arbroath Landward S.M.C. on Saturday. (Dundee Courier, 8.3.37.)


70. At a cost of 11d. each, Coronation ‘tuck boxes’ will be presented to about 23,000 scholars in the schools of Poplar.


Each will contain an apple and orange, a bar of chocolate, a buttered bun, a packet of biscuits, a piece of cake, serviette with medallion, and a paper cap. (D.H. 22.4.37.)


71. The Mayor of Dover, Alderman Norman, has announced that he will make personal gifts of a 15s. savings certificate and a silver spoon to babies born in Dover on Coronation Day, provided the parents have lived in the borough for twelve months. Twins or triplets will each receive a gift, and if any member of the town council qualifies the gift is to be doubled. (Observer, 28.2.37.)


Troubles


72. For all the careful preparations which were made, it was inevitable that human fallibility and unforeseen accident should intervene. This sub-section will illustrate some of the ways in which this happened; it will include samples of the problems which had to be solved, and of breakdowns and difficulties. Right at the end of the preparation period came the most formidable breakdown of all, when the London busmen went on strike and it was feared up to the last moment that they would be joined by the other London transport workers. This sequence of events is narrated in a final sub-section giving the history of the last eleven days before May 12.


73. Mr. Ernest Brown, Minister of Labour, announced in the House of Commons this afternoon that it is proposed that the Unemployed Assistance Board should be authorized to make a special Coronation payment of 2s. 6d., with 1s. to each dependent child. (E.N. 4.3.37.)


Mr. Thurtle (Shoreditch, Lab.)—Will this 2s. 6d. be paid by instalments or in a lump sum? (Laughter.)


Mr. Brown—It will be paid in a lump sum and will be cheerfully welcomed by those who receive it. (Times, 5.3.37.)


74. Mr. Geoffrey Mander, Liberal M.P. for Wolverhampton East, asked the Secretary to the Treasury in the Commons to-day whether it is proposed that the 2s. 6d. Coronation allowance shall be paid to all old-age pensioners.


Colonel Colville replied that the cost of an allowance of 2s. 6d. per adult and 1s. per child to recipients of old-age widows and orphans pensions in connection with the Coronation would be £450,000. As it was stated on January 19 the Government regretted that they could not see their way to promote the legislation necessary to authorize such grants. The making of a grant to persons in receipt of public assistance was a matter for the local authorities. Mr. Denville said his question referred to old-age pensions and he had a petition—(cries of ‘Order!’). Every other body of persons in the country was receiving something extra.


Colonel Colville: That is not quite correct. Many people in the community would be glad to receive a grant. The line must be drawn somewhere. (Express and Star, 11.3.37.)


75. The Coronation is not to be made an occasion for granting special clemency to prisoners. This is stated in a letter from the Home Office to the Rev. C. Ashlin West of Girvan, Ayrshire, who made representations on behalf of the three members of the Welsh Nationalist party sentenced in January to nine months in the second division. (Star, 3.3.37.)


76. Many of us think that the Coronation season would be a fitting time for a special effort to gladden the hearts of British dogs. For thousands of these the ‘festivities’ may be just another succession of drab days like all the rest—chained to a leaky, draughty apology for a kennel; left alone all day with a pannikin of muddy water, and only given scraps of unsuitable food in a haphazard way. Will dog-lovers please co-operate in securing an amnesty for these canine prisoners? (Letter to Walling ford and Carshalton Times, 8.4.37.)


77. Imperial Chemical Industries Ltd. so far as is practicable will give all employees a day’s holiday on Coronation Day, and under the company’s existing agreements with the trades unions, this day will be paid for at normal rates to those not working, while those who are required to work will be paid overtime at the agreed rates. The company will also give 10s. to every employee on the pay-roll of its various offices and factories throughout the United Kingdom on May 12. (D. Mirror, 31.3.37.)


78. Lancashire weaving operatives will, subject to the approval of employers’ local associations, have a holiday on Coronation Day and receive 5s. for it. This is less than an ordinary day’s wage. Operatives under 18 will receive 2s. 6d. Some operatives will lose several shillings on the day under these terms. (Manchester Evening News, 15.4.37.)


79. Two thousand workmen of the Ocean Colliery, Treharris, decided to-day that as the coal-owners were not prepared to give a day’s holiday with pay on Coronation Day they would go to work as usual. The men stated that they would be idling their time by taking the day as holiday insomuch as there were no local celebrations. (D.E. 27.4.37.)


80. We are going to burn £200 in a fire on Leith Links. In a few moments it goes up in flame and smoke. Do we expect the disabled and unemployed ex-Service men of Leith and Edinburgh to gather round with their wives and children and throw up their caps in jubilation at the beginning of a new reign when the debts of the last have not been paid? (Letter to Edinburgh Evening News, 5.3.37.)


81. Surrey: ‘There are times’, said Coun. Russell Pickering, ‘when we as a local authority should give a lead in the display of loyalty and civic spirit, something for the younger generation to recall in years to come.’ He emphasized that what he proposed was not an attempt by the traders to foster extra trade in the district but an endeavour to bring into the borough an atmosphere of celebration. It was said that it would be very difficult to determine what roads should be decorated and that people in the side roads would feel slighted because decorations would be impracticable there. The decorations could be concentrated in the main roads and people in the side roads should not be aggrieved. They would realize that it was quite impossible to decorate every road. What would the borough look like on Coronation Day if nothing was done? Absolutely dead.


Why was the Council trying to rebuff the traders? He had received a letter from the Tooting Chamber of Commerce stating that promises for £100 had been received from traders towards the cost of decorations in the main road at Tooting. The Town Clerk informed the Council that seven London boroughs had decided to decorate, while twenty-one had decided not to do so or were still considering the matter. (Wallingford and Carshalton Advertiser, 25.1.37.)


82. Ayrshire: Mr. T. Paterson moved an amendment that the hall be granted free of charge as it was the duty of the Council to help the Committee so far as possible. Mr. Davidson seconded.


Bailie Sandilands protested they had made regulations to the effect that the Town Hall was never to be granted free. They had no right to do it. Mr. Paterson said that at a recent meeting of the Coronation Committee Bailie Sandilands had said any and all means fair or foul were to be adopted to raise money. This he thought was one of the fair means. Bailie Gibson said he could not see anything wrong with it. Bailie Sandilands still protested the procedure was incompetent. Bailie Gibson—I am going to take a vote on it at least. Only the mover and seconder supported the motion so that the hall will be granted free of charge. (Ayrshire Post, 5.3.37.)


83. At a meeting on Wednesday, the Coronation Committee received a report from the Souvenir and Entertainments Committee recommending that an ox and sheep roasting display be given, all proceeds from the sale of meat sandwiches to be allocated to the local hospitals.


Councillor C. L. S. Weedon pointed out that there would be many difficulties in the way and not a little expense. Councillor R. D. Reeve, chairman of the Entertainments Committee, agreed that there would be difficulties. Since the committee met he had spoken to many who objected to the idea of roasting. They did not object because it was a pagan custom, but because they do not favour such a celebration. There would be great difficulty in making sufficient arrangement and, personally, he hoped the idea would be abandoned. Councillor Weedon: In the wilds of Australia, yes. In a civilized country I move this be deleted. Councillor Reeve stated that at the cinema that week he saw pictures of a calf-roasting ceremony, and it did not look very nice. (Kentish Mail, —.4.37.)


84. Protests against proposed ox-roasting in Midland towns as part of the local Coronation celebrations have been sent by the London Vegetarian Society. Telegrams were sent last night to:




The Lord Mayor of Birmingham;


The Mayor of Halesowen;


The chairman of Bromsgrove Council;


The Lord Mayor of Coventry; and


The chairman of Brewood Council,





in all of which areas ox-roasting is to form part of the Coronation programme. (Express and Star, 21.4.37.)


85


Bombay, April 5.         


A resolution appealing to Mr. Baldwin to intervene in order to prevent the public ox-roasting ceremonies proposed in various parts of Great Britain during the Coronation festivities was passed by a public meeting held in the Corporation Hall to-day. The resolution stated that such ceremonies were viewed by millions of his Majesty’s subjects with horror and pain and were regarded as unworthy of a civilized nation. (Times, 6.4.37.)


86. Invitations to the Coronation have been sent to Abyssinia and Spain. Lord Cranborne, Under Secretary for Foreign Affairs, disclosed this in supplementary replies to the House of Commons this afternoon, but he could not give the names of the countries’ representatives. Miss Wilkinson (Soc, Jarrow) asked whether any intimation had been received as to who would be the chief representative of Germany to the ceremony. When Lord Cranborne said there was no information, Miss Wilkinson added, ‘Can we have some guarantee that we shall not be insulted by the presence of General Goering?’ There were cries of ‘Order’ and ‘Shame’. (E.S. 22.2.37.)


87. Angered by the British invitation to Haile Selassie to send a representative to the Coronation, a crowd of 200 people gathered round the British Consulate at Messina. Stones were thrown and one window was broken. (E.N. 8.3.37.)


88. The Scottish Protestant League will be the only Protestant society in Scotland making definite arrangements for celebrating the Coronation of the King and Queen on 12th May.


On Coronation Day a Service will be held in the Forum at 11 a.m., when Mr. Ratcliffe will preach. This service will last an hour. At 7 p.m. a Great Social Gathering of rejoicing will take place. After the Social Leaguers and other good Protestants will make their way to a certain place (the name of which will be intimated later on) where the Pope in effigy will be burned. This is our reply to the British Government in sending a representative to the Vatican and in asking the Pope to send a representative to be present at the Coronation. (The Van guard, May 1937.)


89. Surprise and indignation has been caused among the cotton workers of Mossley by the action of the Town Council in turning down, early in the week, a suggestion that they should grant one of their Coronation stand tickets to a local mill girl to enable her to view the procession as the representative of the Mossley cotton workers. The suggestion was made by Alderman M. B. Fair (Socialist), who offered to pay for the ticket himself. Only one other member of the Council, Councillor Martin, supported his proposal, however, and it was heavily defeated.


The Mayor (Alderman H. Laming) ruled that members of the Council must have the first refusal. The two tickets were alloted to Councillor L. Rawson, who, it was stated, wished to take his daughter. (Manchester Daily Dispatch, 24.4.37.)


90. I wonder whether the officials dealing with the Coronation seating arrangements are aware of the growing dissatisfaction at the manner in which the matter is being handled? Do they realize, that while visitors from the Dominions are being catered for extensively, and foreigners offered every facility, the large majority of tax-paying British subjects are being practically excluded from viewing the procession by the enormous prices asked for seats? (Letter to D.T. 12.4.37.)


91. ‘A householder on the route was showing me how the official stands obscure the view of the procession from her particular house, and said that about eighty people could get a brief glimpse through the trees. I suggested she should advertise seats at 10s. 6d. or £1 1s. for Coronation Day.


‘She laughed. A syndicate, she said, had been canvassing all houses on the route, and had offered her £400 if she would let 120 people stand in the windows of the house.


‘Later, I phoned the syndicate. “Yes—just a few seats available,” they said. “And the price?” “Well, the positions vary—between £20 and £30 each”…’ (Letter printed in N.C. 19.2.37.)


92. Will anyone who reads this visualize for a few moments what a small child must suffer when hemmed in by a terrific mass of human beings towering above its head, quite unable to move, terrified of being crushed to death, and no matter how deadly tired, how frantically hungry and thirsty, how desperately frightened, how agonizingly it craves to go home, having to endure this ghastly torture for many hours probably. (Letter to Times, 27.3.37.)


93. Catering workers in the London area state that unless they are given guarantees of a living wage within the next two weeks, there will be many ‘Walks out’ during the Coronation week. Trade union membership among catering workers in London has increased 75 per cent, during the past twelve months. (D. Worker, 8.4.37.)


Mr. A. G. Parker, a district officer of the union, said yesterday: It is a national disgrace that some workers in this trade have to work 60 to 80 hours a week for 14s. a week “house money”, and in some instances, for no wages at all. There are platemen, kitchen porters and similar grades that get no tips, and work for 60 to 70 hours a week for 40s. Conditions of food and accommodation are often primitive. Some food served goes, instead, into the pigs’ tubs.’ (D.H. 25.3.37.)


94. Protests against the manner in which those responsible for choosing the Coronation Orchestra of 60 players for the Abbey service on May 12 have ignored the great Northern orchestras were made during the week-end. ‘It is the usual old story,’ said Mr. R. J. Forbes, Principal of the Royal Manchester College of Music. ‘Anything in London is regarded as national—in London.’ (Manchester Daily Dispatch, 12.4.37.)


A number of leading London musicians are refusing to play in the special orchestra to be conducted in Westminster Abbey at the Coronation service, on account of the terms offered. Players are not only being asked to forgo their normal union rates of pay, but will run the very considerable risk of losing a great deal of their regular livelihood, because of having to attend unpaid rehearsals. (D.H. 9.3.37.)


95. I visited the mother of three little girls who had worked on the pot banks. One little girl, 14 years old, got out of bed to see me. Six months she has worked in the pottery, and this is her third time ill. Her main job is burnishing the gold bands of saucers. 8s. a week she gets. Very often she is in the factory at 7.15 a.m. working until 5.30 p.m., with a half-hour break for breakfast and one hour for dinner….


Everyone admires the many-coloured decorated beakers and cups for their fine craftmanship. George and Elizabeth look well in royal blue, gold and rose red. Lithography is a highly-skilled job, done under continually cramped and wet conditions. This girl, 17 years old, gets 13s. for a 47-hour week, plus time squeezed out of her dinner hours, for lithographing these goods. (D. Worker, 10.3.37.)


96. Having failed to pay in money he had collected for a Coronation street tea party in Frederic Street, Walthamstow, Lewis Dowling, aged 28, married, of Amberley Road, Leyton, hanged himself in stables in Station Road, Walthamstow. (E.N. 6.4.37.)


Henry Sullivan, of Arthur Road, Brixton, was a journeyman  tailor. He worked so hard and worried so much over the increased work due to the Coronation that his reason gave way and he committed suicide. (D. Worker, 25.3.37.)


97. The contrast between the Coronation spirit evinced by people living in cheerless slums and those in comfortable upper middle-class houses in, say, St. John’s Wood, is extraordinary. In the East End practically every house is gaily decorated. Families with little to spare have saved up to express their feelings of loyalty in a burst of colour. The emotion aroused in richer homes by the Coronation is surely no less profound—but it is apparently ‘bad form’ to express it openly.


The nearer one gets to the West End the more meagre are the decorations on the larger private houses. Whenever one sees extensive decorations in this area they almost invariably prove to be on the premises of a small shopkeeper. At such a time cannot Englishmen forget their dread of giving vent to their feelings in public?12 (Letter to D.T. 7.5.37.)


98. A sheet of cardboard in the front parlour window announced the present total collected as £163.


‘And that’, added Mrs. Gould, the secretary’s wife, ‘doesn’t count the £7 for the band we’re having in the evening—rhythm aces from Clapham!’


Henley Street, Battersea, has had a committee running the Coronation collection ever since last July. They meet every week in Mr. Gould’s house and the secretary reads the minutes and the chairman proceeds to further business, all in slap up style.


‘There are going to be barricades at the end of the street’, said Mrs. Gould, ‘so that only the people living in the street take part. Young Mr. Guymer, the decorator and plumber up the road, has painted two lovely banners on ordinary white sheets, and we’re going to hang one at each end. Real pictures, those banners are, you’d never think.’13 (E.S. 1.4.37.)


99. And then there is Trinity Street in Islington, where each child is to be given the following special certificates:




THE GREAT CORONATION


This is to certify that


…….


did take part in the Great Celebrations & Function given at Trinity-street to commemorate the CORONATION of


Their Most Gracious Majesties


King George VI and Queen Elizabeth.


LONG MAY THEY REIGN.





This street is more elaborately decorated than any other in this part of London. Red, white and blue flags stretch from one side of the road to the other. There is a cardboard crown and shield over the doorway of each house. I saw it on a windy, dark, and grey evening. The young men were walking along in their best clothes, girls hanging on their arms. The wind sent pieces of dirty paper bowling along after them. The flags fluttered and wavered. The coloured lights, placed so that they formed patterns of red, white and blue, were lighted up. And all about you was the sound of rustling paper.14 (Observer, 9.5.37.)


Rumours and Adaptations


100. The preceding sections show an attempt to arrange a big occasion from above, and troubles arising from below. It is clear that the next question is the process of adaptation on both sides. In order to adapt the whole of a society for such an occasion, it was necessary to take certain risks, and these risks had to be insured against. ‘At Lloyd’s, one gathers,’ to quote the Daily Record (8.3.37), ‘rather surprisingly high rates are being quoted for insurance against postponement of the Coronation, but there is no suggestion, of course, of any further sensational developments. The volume of the insurance business itself accounts, in part at least, for the rising rate. The only other consideration is that the King, who, as has been mentioned before, is rather highly strung, might conceivably break down under the increasing strain as the ceremony draws nearer. But the week’s rest he proposes to take beforehand should be sufficient safeguard.’


This suggests an economic reason for the rumours that the Coronation would not take place; these were usually rationalized as a fear that the King himself might fail to adapt himself to the strain of the occasion.


Observers’ reports illustrate this rumour, and also the individual adaptations that were made; while two Observers in Africa raise the wider problems of adaptation affecting other races in the Empire.


101. ‘There won’t be no Coronation. The King will be dead by then. He’s dying on his feet. They’re keeping him alive artificially.’ (Newspaper man at Lewisham, April 29.)


Daily woman reported in course of normal conversation that she had been told there would be no Coronation. She would at first give no reason but when pressed said it was because  everybody wanted the Duke of Windsor back. (Black-heath, May 3.)


102. April 30. Told by a friend from the North that Bradford business men are betting against the Coronation taking place.


May 1. Told the following story by another friend. Two people she knew were coming up from Brighton by road a night or so ago, when they got into a traffic jam. An old gipsy woman jumped on the footboard and clamoured to tell their fortunes. They refused. She went on clamouring. As the traffic started, they gave her a shilling and asked her to get off. She did so, saying, ‘I can tell you two things. One is, there will be death in your car before night. The other is, there won’t be any Coronation.’ Half an hour later they were held up by a policeman, who said, ‘There has been an accident and a man is seriously injured. Could you take him to hospital in your car?’ They agreed, and the injured man was hoisted in. He died in the car before reaching hospital. Now what about the Coronation?


May 6. A young man repeated the story about the gipsy as follows: ‘An Indian friend of mine was told on going out of London in a car that there would be a dead man in the seat of his car before night (this happened) and that there would be no Coronation.’


103. A rumour was current in the town (Northern Ireland) about a fortnight ago, and is still heard, that there would be no Coronation (not that it would be postponed), because—if any reason was given—of the King’s illness. (April 30.)


104. Elderly traveller for bird’s seed has a ‘feeling’ about Coronation. ‘It may not come off.’


Daily help (superior charwoman) says that there ‘won’t be no Coronation!’


Middle-aged tobacconist indifferent. Does not seem unduly  concerned about rumours that King is in poor health. (Ayrshire, April 14.)


105. I said to the proprietress of the stationer’s shop from which I was telephoning, ‘Have you heard any of these rumours that there will be no Coronation?’


She said, ‘Oh yes, a good many people are saying so. I’m sure I don’t know why. I expect they must be Communists.’ (London, May 6.)


106. I have heard twice to-day—once from woman friend and once from someone now forgotten—that ‘Lloyds are betting heavily against the Coronation’.


My charwoman said ‘They are beginning to say that there won’t be one—that we won’t have a King to crown. It’s in all the Monument Road shops—that the gipsies prophesied that he’ll have a fit and choke…. But they didn’t ought to say such a thing after all the money that’s been spent.’ (Birmingham, May 1.)


107. A friend had told my mother that someone they knew had been stopped along the Dymchurch–New Romney road one evening the previous week by a gipsy who had asked him for a lift. He complied with the request and she told him that the Coronation would not take place.


My mother then said that that morning another friend had said that a woman friend had told her that she had picked up a gipsy the previous week along the Dymchurch–New Romney road. This gipsy had apparently asked her for a lift. This gipsy had told her that the Coronation would not take place. My mother’s comment to this was ‘Oh, it’s a woman this time.’


10.30. Somebody else came in and said ‘What do you think I’ve just heard—some people had put a flag of Mrs. Simpson and the Duke of Windsor outside their house, and the ‘pyksies’ (originally gipsies who had migrated into the town some years ago) had torn it down.’ (Ashford, Kent, May 5).


108. The most amusing incident of which I heard occurred a day or so before the Coronation. My family were seated together in the sitting-room and somebody switched on the wireless. To everyone’s horror and astonishment an announcement came to the effect that the Coronation had been postponed owing to the serious indisposition of the King, who was to have an operation. The prayers of the people were asked for his safety. At the end of the announcement they switched the wireless off and it was not until the evening that they discovered it to be a broadcast of King Edward VII’s reign, in which this actually happened. (Isle of Man.)


109. A student returned to England from Rumania, where he had been studying at a university, told the following story:


Travelling through Germany he gave himself out to be not English but Rumanian. During a train journey he got into conversation with some young German Nazis, and the forthcoming English Coronation was discussed. The Nazis said what a splendid opportunity it would be for an air attack on London by Germany. The English student said that he had read an English novel in which a similar idea was suggested. One German was very much annoyed at hearing that the idea had been put forward in England, and said that it was a great mistake to give the enemy warning. (Blackheath, May 5).


110. It is part of the history of England that whenever a decision of the Government has to be adapted to the people, the work has to be done by innumerable committees. Their function is to adapt the official view to the individuals concerned, usually the important individuals of the district before the others. It is interesting  to compare newspaper accounts of a Scottish committee quoted in 82, which arrived at frank disagreement, the two English committees in 81 and 83, which apparently reached an agreement, and the following account by an observer who was present at one such meeting. Here the mechanism of successful compromise is made clear, since the economic motives and prejudices are also recorded,


111. Meeting of the Coronation Committee of a Local Authority on April 26, 1937, at 7.30 p.m.


The meeting was to consider the Souvenir Coronation Programme, which is being prepared by a local printer who in consideration for the advertisement fees is printing it free. The charge is to be threepence, to go to the Coronation funds, but the price is to be printed on the inside of the back page so as not to deface the front of the programme and detract from its value as a souvenir.


The printer had submitted a proof copy and the business of the committee was to consider its suitability. The first page contained a foreword by the Chairman and his photo; on subsequent pages there were short biographies of the King, the Queen, and the Royal Family. The Town Clerk advised the Committee that in certain particulars the information was inaccurate; even with his rather scanty knowledge of the subject he could draw attention to one or two errors, he thought also that the biography proceeded too rapidly to the marriage; he feared that the whole thing had been ‘lifted’ from somewhere, and that there might be an infringement of copyright.


The chairman moved that the biographies should be deleted because he thought that the less that was said about the Royal Family’s private life the better.


The main objection was that there had to be something in the programme besides advertisements, there had to be a certain amount of ‘padding’, but finally it was agreed to delete the biographies and maintain the proclamation, the King’s address on his accession, and three full page photos of the King, the Queen, and the Royal Family.


Some discussion also took place upon the question of the inclusion of a genealogical table, the Town Clerk again pointed out that the table was inaccurate, for it showed Edward VIII as having married somebody, but it was certainly not Mrs. Simpson. Councillor X said that he thought it interesting to trace back the descent of the King, he could himself trace his ancestors back to 1730 in the local church registers. Councillor Y saw no reason for including the pedigree, and it was finally agreed to delete it. Having determined the main layout of the programme the order of the actual celebrations was the next matter for consideration.


On the Sunday preceding Coronation Day there is to be a Girl Guides parade to All Saints Church. The Chairman explained that they were meeting outside the station and were marching to church, the question for the Committee to decide was whether it should be included in the programme, he personally thought that it should be, it was a Coronation event and therefore should receive their support. Councillor Z said that he thought the Guides were going to church by train for it wets some three miles away, and in any case nobody was very interested in them, therefore he proposed that it should be left out. This was agreed to.


On the Sunday evening the local dramatic society is giving a patriotic play and some discussion arose as to whether this item should be included in the programme. Councillor Z pointed out that it was nothing to do with the Council’s activities, that the society had declined to give the proceeds to the Council funds, and that in fact they were giving them to a charity with which he did not wholly agree. The argument on this subject was lengthy, but it was finally agreed by a narrow margin to mention the dramatic society’s effort.


About the actual programme on Coronation Day there was little difference of opinion; the day is to commence with the opening of a fountain; Councillor P making the frivolous suggestion that the chairman should arrange for it to flow with champagne on that day and that they should all go along with their Coronation mugs. There is to follow a United Service. The main part of the day is to be occupied with sports in the various school playing fields; while a band is to enliven the proceedings in the largest park where children’s sports will also be in progress and where it is anticipated that most people will congregate. There is to be an old people’s tea, the planting of oak trees by the Chairman and his wife, a torchlight procession by Boy Scouts and a bonfire in the park, and finally a Coronation Ball.


While minor arrangements were being made for the allocation of duties between the various councillors, Councillor Y, in the course of an aside conversation with his neighbour, suddenly discovered that there was to be a running buffet at the Coronation Ball; unable to control his indignation he butted in on the proceedings: ‘Mr. Chairman, am I correct in understanding that intoxicating liquor is to be on sale at the ball?’ ‘That is so.’ ‘Then I must disassociate myself with it entirely. I have never been so shocked in all my life, to think that we, as a Council, are sponsoring a Ball at which intoxicating liquor is to be sold. I am greatly upset, there is too much of that sort of thing in the public halls to-day. I have seen young girls reeling about under the influence of drink at dances where there has been no buffet, where, I believe, drink is brought in from outside.’


‘That shows’, retaliated Councillor Q, ‘that it makes little difference, people will drink whether there is a buffet or not.’


‘It will be much worse if drink is easily obtainable at a bar,’ answered Councillor Y, ‘and what also I have the greatest objection to is the fact that the —— Hotel will be profiting from this Dance; we are running a Dance for our own funds and much of the profit is going to the —— Hotel.’


The rest of the Councillors received this peroration in silence. They knew nothing would be done in the matter, and so when calm had been restored the correspondence was considered. There was a letter from a local bowling club asking the Council whether they would give three trophies to be awarded in connection with a Coronation Tournament. It was objected by Councillor X that by doing so they would be creating a precedent, and probably every club in the district would be asking for a cup. Councillor R pointed out that this indeed was a special occasion, they ought to be magnanimous this year, there would not be a Coronation every year, at least he hoped not. The request however was turned down.


It was ten minutes past nine and the Councillors had become impatient, as the Town Clerk was explaining a few minor matters he wished settled, some of the Councillors stood with hats and coats on, assenting apparently without consideration and gradually edging towards the door.


112. Wednesday last there was a village meeting to decide what should be done for the Coronation. About fifty people were there including the vicar, two other local farmers and myself. One of the farmers was put in the chair, at the vicar’s suggestion, and he suggested that the procedure at the Jubilee should be repeated. This had consisted of a tea and sports….


A day or two after this my wife went into the post office. The postmaster did not seem to approve of the tea. (Incidentally tea here means meat and beer.) He said to her, ‘If you will pardon the vulgarity, all they want is a gluttonous feast.’ (Norfolk, 12.4.37.)


113. Miss D. a young woman of 22 who is employed as a clerical assistant at the Admiralty Research Station at West Drayton, asked me if I could help her to get ‘Coronation seats’. I replied that I hadn’t applied for any as I couldn’t see myself paying 15/- for the sake of sitting as many hours. ‘That’s what Dad says, that’s what all the men say, I think.’ I asked how the ballot went. They had had two seats allocated between 7 of them. ‘Unlucky as usual,’ she replied with a shrug, ‘but I had just hoped I might get just one. The typist was ever so excited when she got one. She waved her arms in the air and danced up and down on her toes.’ (12.4.37.)


114. Chesterton Road, Sparkbrook, Birmingham, 12. Over £50 collected on April 6, out of which the children have already been treated to seats at a pantomime. The street will be barricaded at 7 o’clock a.m. and the men and boys will sweep and water the road and wash down the pavements. (The informant added: ‘You could eat off the ground at the Jubilee.’) In the morning races for prizes will be run by the children. In the afternoon there will be a sit-down tea for the children and an open-air whist drive for adults. The street will be divided—half for children, half for adults. A group of mothers will be in charge of the children during the morning and will be relieved by another group in the afternoon. Twelve pianos will be on the street—six each side. In the evening there will be bonfires, fireworks, singing, dancing and drinking. (Information supplied by woman whose house backs on to this street.)


115. 20.4.37. An elderly woman who owns a small coffee house near the Birmingham markets, where she and her daughters serve. She also has a large house in one of the residential districts. When asked if she is going to London for the Coronation, she laughed and said—‘Do you know what I’m going to do on Coronation Day? Me and the girls are going to cut the bottoms off the blinds at home, where they’ve got dirty, and then sew them up again.’ She went on to say that she was going to lose a lot of trade because the market would not open again that week and would be closed for the whole of the following Whit week.


20.4.37. My husband, who is thoroughly bored with the whole business, says he is going to spend his day opening his hives. (His hobby is bee-keeping.)


20.4.37. After buying a pair of shoes at a large shop in Birmingham, I said to the middle-aged assistant, ‘Are you closing for the Coronation?’ She looked horrified—‘Of course,’ she replied, ‘EVERYONE is having a holiday. It’s a great day for us all—everyone will have the day off!’ ‘Let’s hope they will, anyway,’ I said.


21.4.37. ‘I suppose you will be taking the family out on Coronation Day?’ I asked the greengrocer, a man of about 40. ‘Oh, we shall be busy gardening,’ he replied. ‘I’ve got a load of earth coming in for the greenhouse, and all the plants are still waiting to be put out—we’ve got a lot to do.’


24.4.37. The window cleaner says he would love to see the Coronation, but doesn’t think the effort worth it. He and a number of friends are having a party on Coronation Day, and are spending the following day going round Birmingham on ’buses to see the decorations.


116. Young man in Devon (22) remarked to me while building a hut that his brother in London on being asked if he was going to see the Coronation procession, said emphatically—‘Not if I have eighteenpence for a cinema show.’


117. I have asked several people what they planned to do on May 12. All these people had made no plans whatever for this particular day. They had no interest in it except that it was to be a holiday. They were glad of that part of it. Two boys, 17 years of age, were going out, one on his push-bike, the other tramping on the moors. But no one else had any plans prepared. (In a Bolton cotton mill, 27.4.37.)


118. As our West End branch is on the Coronation route, a certain number of people are going there on Coronation Day. They have to be there by 7 a.m. One man said he was going. ‘Just think of all the silly b——s who are paying £10 to see it and we shall see it for nothing.’ He changed his tune considerably  when he heard he had got to pay 17/6 for the meals which were to be provided. (A London bank.)


119. Man of about 35, Conservative Political Agent—over the Coronation leaflet which I was showing to a third person—‘Well, I shall probably play tennis all day.’ (Birmingham.)


120. My wife had this from the village ‘help’ (i.e. midwife). Mrs. X and her husband came to see Mrs. D the village ‘help’, to engage her to attend Mrs. X in her confinement. ‘But I feel rather vexed’ said Mrs. D ‘because it is to come on Coronation day, and they did it on purpose. They counted up and found that they had to commit the act on their little girl’s birthday.’ (Norfolk.)


121. Observer asked a dining-car attendant (young) (Derby-Manchester route) whether he was free on the 12th.


He replied, ‘Unfortunately, not. There was not much going on, but we had to be on duty.’ He said he did not think they would get extra time off, but did not appear to mind.


122. A railway porter (Newcastle L.N.E.R.)—


‘I’m not looking forward to it. It means a lot of extra work. Besides, it seems as though there’s going to be a general strike, and all the railway chaps will be in a worse position than ever if they have to come out. If we do come out, I think we can blame the Duke of Windsor. If he hadn’t gone off with that woman there wouldn’t have been any of this.’


(Said to a middle-class woman a week before the Coronation, and reported to me soon after.)


123. A schoolboy was out in the warehouse. His father had sent him for a piece of steel. He was wearing an old pair of trousers much too large round the waist, and the cloth was folded over and safety-pinned. His tie was a bleary rag which showed traces of red and blue stripes.


‘Getting ready in your street for the Coronation?’ I asked.


‘Ah,’ he said, turning away shyly and grinning.


‘Having a feed?’


‘Ah,’ he said, looking on the ground, ‘we ain’t having no cake though.’


‘How’s that?’


‘There’s a fat old woman in charge and she’s getting legs of chicken and wine and beer. Us kids don’t like it.’


‘Don’t you drink beer?’ asked Henry, who was swinging his can of tea round.


The boy giggled and said: ‘Nee-ow.’


‘Your father’ll see your lot off for you,’ said Henry.


‘I know he will,’ said the boy. (Birmingham.)


124. Boy. ‘I’d like to draw a Union Jack.’


Observer. ‘Why?’


Boy. ‘It’s hard.’


Obs. ‘What made you think of drawing it?’


Boy. ‘We did it in school on Friday and mine was the best.’15


125. One of the Observers, whose job involved travelling in different parts of the country, sent in a diary from March 5 to May 5, in which were noted all incidents bearing on the preparations for the Coronation. This diary follows in full.


Scotland


March 5. I notice (for the first time) a tradesman’s van flying a small Union Jack on its bonnet. Woolworth’s full of Coronation wares. Big business man says: ‘Well, they’ll get a big welcome when they come here after the Coronation. Especially the Queen. She’s a commoner like ourselves.’


March 6. I notice (for the first time) allusions on the screen. Film News: ‘Coronation coiffures’, ‘Coronation Throne’.


March 9. Woolworth’s decorated. Wares include Coronation powder puffs, rattles, bags, balls, souvenirs and a pile of comic papers still on the corner of one stand. News film ‘Changing face of London’, announced very impressively and in a tone of compelling enthusiasm. Stands seen going up. Cleaning of ‘Big Tom’. Postilions. Observer misreads ‘Corporation St.’ for Coronation St. On station large poster (Travel Agency): Coronation Year—The Golden Year for Travel.


March 10. Parson’s family show me a piece of the Duchess of York’s wedding cake sent from Buckingham Palace to them. This was recently on show at their Parish Exhibition.


March 11. Window dressed with mackintoshes grouped round an Imperial Crown, with a little crown on each buttonhole. ‘Be the first in Dundee to wear a Coronation mackintosh.’


I notice the Strand and Illustrated London News Coronation Souvenir numbers on sale at the Station bookstalls.


March 12. Shop girl of 18 recounts enthusiastically Coronation Day festivities: ‘There’ll be great doings—bonfire on the hill. Torchlight procession and games and sports.’


Midlands


March 15. Smaller shops are using ‘patriotic’ decorations already. Rather poor localities. One very white powder puff lying in the middle of a Union Jack in the centre of a hairdresser’s window. Curate’s wife writes to say she has bought a £5 5s. seat to see the procession.


March 16. Large draper’s shop has enormous lettering round the back of its shop front: ‘Burst into colour for a Coronation Spring.’


March 17. Trade journal announcing a special display stand says: ‘Cash in on the Coronation. Give your shop a patriotic effect.’ Well-off spinster (elderly) at boarding house announces she has applied to Westminster Hospital but there are no seats available under £50. Says it is dreadful to think (a) how they are knocking about the Abbey with all those seats and doubts whether they will stand it. (b) What a lot depends on those two lives. Staff canteen waitress is wearingared, white and blue jumper under her overall. Is pleased when this is commented on.


March 18. See the ‘Coronation Song’ on the bookstalls (Station).


March 19. Bolton (Lancs.). A notice ‘Join our Coronation Club’ in a shop (poor district).


Farnworth (Lancs.), known as a Lanes, depressed area. Farnworth C.W.S. bottom floor completely hung with large flags, banners and photos of the King.


March 20. Met girl on the moors (Yorkshire) with dogs, and wearing red white and blue gloves.


March 23. Nottingham. ‘Bring the children to moving procession of the Coronation: proceeds to the hospital.’ (Big store notice on barrows drawn thro’ the streets.)


London


April 2. Small child outside Euston stops me and asks, ‘Please spare a halfpenny or a farthing for the Coronation party.’ Observer feeling mean, doesn’t. (This happens often since.)


April 10. Waitress at a quiet solid London hotel says they were booked up months ago by them ‘regulars’. They are only charging £6 6s. od. a week (this is not much in excess of usual charges), tea not included. Says they will have to be up early to serve breakfasts at 5 a.m.


April 11. Communist (non-gossiper) asks if I have heard that the workmen in Westminster Abbey gave the communist salute when the Queen visited there. Says no official notice was taken as (a) it was desired to keep it quiet (b) they could not afford to hold the work up.


April 12. Many people announce their intention of going into the country for the Day. Many want to see the Coronation. I cannot analyse these people into any particular classes, except perhaps Socialist and non-Socialist.


April 30. New Bond St. shop announces this is the worst season it has had for fifteen years. Trade generally in the non-special shops seems poor. S. Moulton St. dressmaker complains also. Says all the trade is going to the ‘big four’—Molyneux, Hartnell, Handley, Seymour, etc. Her type of customer is going into the country.


A small typical street in Battersea has collected 6d. a week from the families in the street for the past six months, formed a committee and is having a children’s tea and (we think) free beer for the grown-ups. My informant (a simple fellow of 23) says: one street has collected as much as £500.


Notice outside St. Paul’s Church N.: ‘An honoured Sunday means an exalted Empire.’ (A crown and a British flag on top of the world decorates the poster.)


Notice outside Friends’ Meeting House, Clapham:


‘May 12th. Strong drink is dangerous. Let your celebrations be sober.’


May 3. An elderly woman clerk: ‘I think this strike is disgusting. It’s not British.’


May 5. Boarding house breakfast conversation. Woman Doctor (youngish): ‘Well, there seems all these rumours that the King’s to be assassinated two days before the Coronation.’ Elderly widow: ‘No wonder he stutters. But perhaps they get used to it.’


Girl of 23: ‘I shall be glad when this Coronation is over. I hate red, white and blue.’


126. Notes on preparations in Africa come from observers in Nigeria and Rhodesia. While we have not been able to cover all parts of the world affected by the Coronation, or even to give a balanced estimate of the reactions in the British Empire, yet we feel what we have to be interesting and worth inclusion. It was part of the theory of the Coronation that all members of the British Empire, of whatever class or creed, belong to one big family. The consequent exchange and confusion of cultures led to many troubles not only of psychology but simply of climate; e.g. our Observer with prickly heat, and the African chiefs with colds.


127.


Report from Nigeria


     Lagos. 120,000 people.




1,000 Europeans, mostly paid from £300 to £1000 p.a.


Masses are Yoruba, Mohammedan and pagan.


Christianity is ‘Yanga’—sign of education and culture.


Other tribes are ‘Foreigners’.





    Collection raised for children and poor—feasting and other celebrations—£1,000. United Africa Co. (Levers’) gave £400. Some social competition among Africans, who gave up to £10 when senior European officers gave only £2.


Africans—illiterate—offer to take part in celebrations—e.g. organize Native dancing, canoe regattas, etc.—but expect substantial Government contributions to costs of arrangements and subsequent refreshments. Officials repel these claims on Subs, or Govt. allocations.


Muslim Koranic ‘piazza’, ‘hedge’ or verandah school children (4,000) represented by heads of seven sects, ask for share in school children’s feast money (£500) and for place in school children’s parade (8,000 present—addressed by His Excellency—march past, 5 p.m. 12th May on Race Course).


Levers’ £400 is for Lagos area (Illorin, Oyo, Ijebu, Abeokuta provinces and Colay Districts outside Lagos Municipal area, a total of some millions of people, as well as for L.M. area itself). Educated African opinion, pro and anti government, considered the £400 a very smart move.


Sidelight: H. E. sends to Lagos Coronation Committee (represents Administrator, Police, Town Council, Education, P. W. D., P. & T., African Community—educated, pagan, Christian, Muslim—Missions (Catholic, C.M.S., Salvation Army, etc.)) to say he will play polo on Race Course to entertain people. Committee states people not interested in polo. H. E. reported very angry. Sorry he offered instead of instructing committee to make arrangements. Polo on Race Course an old sore point—people regard it as public open space (football, etc.: but Africans on board of management say ‘except on Saturdays’).


Suffering from prickly heat, boils and nerves, too much Coronation palaver, self, 2 clerks, 2 messengers, have to distribute to schools: 14,400 plates


12,000 flags


9,000 bars chocolate (given by Cadbury and Fry)


and organize parade and march pa&t for 8,000 of the 12,750 school children in Lagos Municipal Area. (Schools mostly very undisciplined, most of teachers barely of ‘Standard Six’ education.)


African reactions:


(i). Conventional loyalty, not so much insincere as inculcated.


(ii). Joy in a ‘show’.


(iii). What can I get out of it?


(iv). Keep an eye to trip foot on Minor points.


(v). No criticism on Major points to be heard or read even among ‘opposition’—or very difficult to come by.


European opinion far more sceptical and disillusioned than African—in spite of Abyssinia which left its mark here.


128. With the prickly heat compare D.T. 14.5.37:


Because of the English climate, only four out of the fifteen of the West African representatives in England for the Coronation were able to visit Portsmouth Dockyard and Tangmere Aerodrome to-day, while a garden party arranged by Mr. H. S. Goldsmith, former Lieutenant-Governor of Northern Nigeria, at Eastergate, near Bognor Regis, resolved itself into a homely tea party in front of a blazing fire….


‘Ademola II, Alake of Abeokuta, and Sheikh Omar Fye, of Gambia, were ill in bed with fever. Others, suffering from colds, did not think it wise to brave the English weather.’


129. African chiefs found difficulties with the weather; other coloured subjects of the King met with another type of trouble, illustrated in the Daily Herald, 12.3.37, which says under the headline ‘No Coronation Colour Bar in Hotels’:




Several London hotels are putting on a ‘colour bar’ for the Coronation. This allegation is made in a letter written to the Daily Herald by a man who tried to find accommodation for an Indian friend. ‘Several hotels gave me prices for that period, but when I said that the visitor was an Indian, they became embarrassed and informed me that they are “full up”’ he writes.


Here is what hotel managers and others said on the subject yesterday:


Colonial Office. ‘We have had nothing brought to our notice of a colour ban.’


Dorchester Hotel. ‘We use our discretion as far as all our visitors are concerned, but the position of having to refuse accommodation to coloured people because of their colour has never arisen.’





It is easy to understand the discretion of the Dorchester Hotel, but what was in question was whether the ordinary non-wealthy coloured visitor will be able to find tolerably civil accommodation at moderate prices. Under its bold headline the Daily Herald makes no attempt to deal with this question, contenting itself wholly with the above interview with the Dorchester Hotel.


130.


Capetown, Sunday.             


Direct from the Kalahari Desert, 800 miles away, 55 bushmen, strangest of all King George’s subjects, arrived in Capetown yesterday. Naked but for buckskin loincloths, they scurried and pranced through the city streets, returning as out of a pre-historic age, and stamping on the ground which belonged to their ancestors centuries ago. They came to a city beflagged in honour of the Coronation of a King of whose existence they had vaguely heard. When they saw for the first time a portrait of His Majesty in a shop window they gave an impressive demonstration of loyalty. This was the ‘Chief of Chiefs’, their Great Master, so they knelt and kissed the window-pane. They also kissed their hands to the picture.16  (D.T. 10.5.37.)


131.


Report from Rhodesia


Bulawayo. This report was written up on May 9th 1937 from notes made at various times during the previous fortnight. The notes were always made as soon after the observation as possible, up to about one hour after.


    Press. The newspaper placards often referred to the Rhodesian Coronation Contingent, e.g. on the 31st March, ‘Rhodesians Go Down the Strand’ and on 2nd April, ‘Rhodesians get warm reception in London’.


Decorations. Decoration of the town was commenced on May 1. The street decorations consist of poles and drums of gravel, the poles draped with red white and blue bunting. Between the poles and across the street are strings of multicoloured pennants. The poles are placed at intervals of 20 yards from the kerb. A letter to the Bulawayo Chronicle complained of the obstruction caused by these poles and advocated an alteration scheme of making temporary flower beds in the middle of the streets (which are very wide) in the area usually reserved for parking cars.


Several buildings are floodlit, the Post Office, War Memorial, Town Offices and the Bulawayo Club. The Municipality has offered supplies of electric current at very cheap rates to all shop-owners who wish to use it for floodlighting or decorating. This offer has been accepted by about half of the possible consumers. ‘Kaffir Stores’ (stores owned usually by Jews for native trade) are very lavishly decorated with Union Jacks, noticeably more so than the higher class stores.


Effects on Work, etc.


The general effect of the Coronation activities on the work of the town is probably not as great as in most large English towns, certainly London. I was not able to obtain many definite instances of speeding up, etc., though most people have the impression that it has caused a general increase in business activity. These people are usually unable to quote any concrete instances. The Post Office are offering cheap cable rates, selling silver and bronze Coronation Medals and issuing special Coronation stamps (information obtained from a Post Office telegraphist). Hardware stores are selling very large numbers of coloured electric lights (from an assistant in such a store). Stationers are selling large numbers of pictures of the Royal Family and novelty pencils, envelopes, etc. (from an assistant). On these articles they are making about twice the usual profit. A reporter on the Bulawayo Chronicle told me that the amount of extra work for him was very great, he has had to work about fifteen hours a day for the last four days. There are a few instances of overtime being worked by shop assistants, but in no case has this extra work been paid.


The Coronation Memorial in Bulawayo is to be a Children’s Clinic. A door to door collection has been organized for this by the Mayoress.


Opinions. A Mrs. R. said, ‘we have to do something for the Coronation, and anyway it’s good for trade.’ Asked if she did not think the energy could be put to some more useful purpose, she said, ‘Yes.’ I asked for an example. After thinking for some time she said, ‘Well, what would you suggest?’ Mr. R., her husband, said, referring to the decorations, ‘Well, it makes Bulawayo look quite gay for a change.’


Mrs. M., a landlady, lower middle class, ‘I’m not going to put up one flag.’


A Town Council workman who came to put up decorations said on being questioned, ‘If I had my way I’d decorate the whole town in pure white, what we want is peace.’ Also, ‘I’m sick and tired of these decorations.’ He complained of being severely overworked. He is Afrikaaner (South African Dutch).


I have so far been able to obtain no direct information about the natives’ opinions, not being able to speak the language fluently, but J. (who was a missionary) told me they did not think about it, or if they did they considered it as just another of the white man’s peculiar stunts. I have seen several natives with Union Jacks on their bicycles.17


Preparations (ii)


132. In this sub-section we return to newspaper accounts of the practical arrangements for the Day itself: how people were going to be fed, how they were going to dress, how they were to follow the day’s events by means of the official programme, how they were to reach the route, and finally how the Royal procession itself was to reach its destination,


133. The breakfast that will be served to the Gold Staff officers in the House of Lords at 5.30 on Coronation Day has had to be carefully planned to ensure that the dishes will be—or at least look—hot after their journey of 250 yards from the kitchens to the Royal Gallery. The meal will consist of:




Grapefruit


Finnan haddock


Grilled sausages


Preserves and


Tea or Coffee





Both the fish and the sausages have been chosen for their heat-retaining qualities. The grapefruit has been added in acknowledgment of the changing fashion in English breakfasts. (D.T. 19.3.37.)


134. Biscuits, chocolate and thirst-quenching tablets will be served out as emergency rations to 20,000 London police officers when they begin duty on Coronation Day. (D. Mirror, 24.4.37.)


135. The Milk Board has decided to distribute milk free to the 40,000 London school-children who will watch the Coronation procession from the Victoria Embankment. (D.T. 27.3.37.)


Five and a half tons of potatoes will be used by the Potato Marketing Board to provide each child with a packet of potato crisps. (D. Mirror, 11.5.37.)


136. Peers and peeresses who attend the Coronation ceremony in Westminster Abbey on May 12 will be supplied with a fork luncheon in the Royal Gallery of the House of Lords at a cost of 10s. 6d. a head. The fork luncheon—as distinct from a sit-down meal—will consist of light dishes, sandwiches, cakes and coffee and lemonade. Wines, spirits and minerals will also be available, ‘For which cash payment will be taken at the time of ordering.’ (D.T. 2.3.37.)


‘It is a crowning insult’, added another M.P., ‘that with our meagre pay, we should be asked to pay 10s. 6d., exclusive of wine, for luncheon in the House of Commons on Coronation Day.’ (News Review, 1.4.37.)


137. Catering for the large numbers of troops now assembling in and near London for the Coronation is being arranged by the Navy, Army and Air Force Institutes.


Two large messing stores are being erected for feeding about 26,000 men. The diet to be provided for them on Coronation Day will be as follows:












	 

	 

	Breakfast:

	

A pint of tea.









	 

	 

	 

	

Bread and butter, marmalade.









	 

	 

	 

	

3 oz. fried bacon, two sausages and mashed potatoes.


















A haversack ration will be supplied, consisting of:




A bread roll, cheese.


A rock cake, two apples.


Marching chocolate.





When the troops return to camp, they will be given a meal consisting of:




Thick tomato stew, dumplings.


Boiled potatoes and peas.


Boiled jam roll with jam sauce.





Supper will consist of tea, bread and butter and saveloys. (D.T. 19.4.37.)


138. All records for street eating and drinking will be well and truly broken on Coronation Day. Some of the figures would make the housewife reel. Stock for buffets on the route alone will cost £20,000.


Assuming 90,000 people in the stands and about 1,000,000 along the route, this stock will include—






100,000 sandwiches,


  50,000 meat pies and veal and ham pies,


100,000 assorted buns and cakes,


   1,000 slabs of fruit cake,


£1,000 worth of 2d. packets of assorted biscuits,


£3,000 worth of chocolate,


250,000 cups of tea—requiring 2,800 lbs. of tea, 1,500 gallons of milk, and five tons of sugar—


150,000 half-pint cartons of milk,


   2,500 lbs. of fruit essences to produce 250,000 glasses of orangeade and lemonade,


And £3,000 worth of cigarettes.


(Evening Dispatch, 14.4.37.)








139. ‘Say, your gelatines of pork pressed into coronet shapes and cased in crimson jelly, just give me the creeps!’ (American quoted in Reynolds News, 2.5.37.)


140. Americans, says the Mews Chronicle New York correspondent, are very interested in the knee breeches to be worn at the Coronation by U.S. representatives. Mr. James G. Gerard announced that he would have his made in London. ‘I wouldn’t dare trust an American tailor,’ he said. ‘He would make me plus four knickers.’


This so annoyed Congressman Dirksen, of Illinois, that he hopes ‘those silk pants will split down the seams when they have to genuflect’. To which Mr. Gerard retorts: ‘I had that possibility in mind in avoiding an American tailor.’ (N.C. 22.4.37.)


141. A British missionary is now travelling post haste to London via Siberia, bringing with him the elaborate gold-braided Coronation suit left behind by Mr. H. H. Kung, China’s Vice-Premier and Finance Minister. Mr. Kung spent two weeks in being fitted before he was satisfied with the suit. (N.C. 23.4.37.)


142. Colonial visitors can entrust their laundry to us with confidence. (Advt. D.T. 12.4.37.)


143. We sent our Easter Rabbits to Siberia to grow special Ermine Coats in honour of the Coronation. They went with open minds but have returned convinced anti-bolshies—so there! (Fortnum and Mason Advt.)


144. On the first day of Coronation Week, May 10, Mary Adams will present Pearl Binder and Margaret Leona, the dancer, in a review of women’s clothes through the ages. The scene will be an artist’s studio. Pearl Binder will be the artist and Margaret Leona will be her débutante friend, proud of her summer trousseau. A wager about the up-to-dateness of the outfit will result in revelations, in several senses. Margaret Leona will begin by shedding a flower coronet, and then follow it up with cloak, dress, silk stockings, and so on, finally appearing in a modern bathing suit.


All this will be entertaining and educational. The coronet, you might hear, was worn by primitive West African tribes; the cloak was worn in Chaucer’s day; the dress in the early nineteenth century; the silk stockings by Queen Elizabeth herself; lacquered toe nails by Cleopatra. Only the bathing-suit apparently has no precedent. (Radio Times, 30.4.37. Television Supplement.)


145. Mr. Ramsay MacDonald, Lord President of the Council, answering a question in the House of Commons yesterday, denied that an order had been given that men with seats on the stands around the Queen Victoria Memorial must wear frock or tail coats. (D.T. 5.5.37.)


146. How a peeress will be able to wear both her tiara and coronet, as the regulations insist, without detriment to the arrangement of her hairdressing is still a problem. But by leaving the greater part of the back of the head very simply dressed, there is less chance of complete disorder such as might occur with an intricate arrangement of curls. It rests with the owner of the coronet to find an easy way of putting it on and taking it off with the best results. Each coronet is supplied with a forked metal pin, resembling a large hairpin, which can be drawn in or out at each side. (E.S. 20.2.37.)


147.






Even if your stockings won’t be seen much,


    it would seem right, don’t you think, to wear


the loveliest possible. And on that day, of all days, they ought to


    be British made. The name is Aristoc.


(Advert, in Vogue, 28.4.37.)








148. The gown to be worn by the Queen when she is crowned in Westminster Abbey on Wednesday next is a triumph of symbolism, a creation of sheer artistic beauty combined with the magnificence that the occasion calls for. It is a gown worthy of the high place it must take in the history of Costume.


English satin of soft texture and ivory tint is the material used, the embroidery on which skilled workers have spent so many days and weeks is carried out in various shades of gold with light touches of diamante….


The rich embroidery of the gown follows, by Royal command, a strictly traditional form. There are the emblems of the British Isles, the rose, thistle, shamrock and leek. To symbolize the new spirit of unity with the Crown of the Dominions overseas—the emblems of the maple leaf of Canada, the wattle for Australia, the fern frond for New Zealand, and the protea flower for South Africa, together with the lotus flower for India, have all been introduced. Lastly the typical English oak leaf and acorn have been used as border all round the gown.18 (D.T. 7.5.37.)


149. To enable British subjects in the most isolated parts of the Empire to participate, ‘in spirit if not in person’ in the Coronation service, the official souvenir programme, issued by the Jubilee Trust, has been dispatched from London by land, sea and air.


This—Britain’s message to its Empire—was blessed by the Duke of Gloucester, speaking at a London luncheon yesterday to celebrate publication.


The Duke, chairman of the Trust, concluded: ‘It is our object that this programme shall reach every British subject, wherever they may be—in city, waste or wilderness.’ (D. Mirror, 28.4.37.)


150. ‘You can loosen the tightest purse-strings if you just use a smile,’ declares Lord Baden-Powell in a message to Scouts on the sale of Coronation programmes. ‘Put on a grin and worm the money out of them. Even if they’ve already got a copy, persuade them to buy a second copy of this historic document for Granny at home.’ (D. Mail, 5.5.37.)


151. Orders for many thousands of copies of the Official Souvenir Coronation Programme have been received by King George’s Jubilee Trust Fund from business houses. Many other firms will distribute copies to their customers in England and oversea before Coronation Day, and orders for thousands of programmes wrapped with printed presentation bands have been received. Banking, insurance, chemical,  wireless, and many other firms and institutions are among those whose orders have been received to date.


Every patient in English and Welsh voluntary hospitals on Coronation day will be able to follow the Coronation ceremonies in his or her copy of the Official Programme. This has been made possible by the generosity of the Philco Radio and Television Corporation of Great Britain, who are meeting the entire cost. (Times, 8.3.37.)


152.


Listeners in the Kraals


It was revealed in London yesterday that the General Electric Company had received an order to instal apparatus that will enable hundreds of thousands of West African natives to hear the Coronation.


The equipment, which includes 5,250 loud-speakers served from seven centres, will furnish a permanent radio relay service. This the British Government can maintain for propaganda among the native peoples. (N.C. 10.4.37.)


153.


Coronation Weather


It is much too early yet to make any definite forecast based on scientific principles. All that can be done is to assess the probabilities in the light of past records. These make cheerful reading.


On the average of a long period, there is sunshine in London for at least half of every hour from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. on a day in the middle of May. The statistical odds are nearly 4 to 1 against any rain between 7 a.m. and 7 p.m. on May 12, and about 9 to 1 against a substantial fall.


It is true that Buchan’s third cold spell is scheduled for May 9 to 14, but, as most people know by now, these dates are mere approximations, and the parting kick which winter usually gives us during the first half of that month may well be over before the twelfth. (Star, 6.4.37.)


154. Trains will run all night on the Underground for the Coronation. This will be the first time there has been an all-night service since the Underground was electrified. Police expect a million visitors to London on the day. The main line railway services are arranging services, and the Underground will run the longest trains that the stations will take. (Star, 9.3.37.)


155. From midnight on May 11 there will be a police-guarded ring around Central London to check the entry of cars which would otherwise create appalling traffic confusion as the hour for the Coronation procession approaches. But cars will be able to enter the Coronation area with passengers, drop them at or near the viewing places, and escape out of the ring again—if they go the right way about it. This, announced Scotland Yard during the week-end, is the right way:


Spectators who are going to use cars must first consult the map of the royal route and find the colour under which they have been classified. Thus:




For places in the Mall, Whitehall, Parliament Street, the Sanctuary, Bridge Street and Victoria Embankment the colour is GREEN;


Northumberland Avenue, Trafalgar Square, Pall Mall and St. James’s Street are BROWN;


Piccadilly (and Park Lane), Piccadilly Circus and Regent Street are BLUE;


Oxford Circus, Oxford Street and Marble Arch are RED;


East Carriage Road, Hyde Park, are YELLOW;


Hyde Park Corner, Constitution Hill and Queen’s Gardens are MAROON.





At a date to be announced later the appropriate coloured labels for car windscreens will be issued on application for cars making for various points on the route.19 (N.C. 15.3.37.)


156. Those who have the energy to get up early and be in the streets of London by 6 a.m. next Sunday may see a rehearsal of the Coronation procession….


Will you be there? Have you the energy to get up in the mornings? Or do you feel drowsy and heavy, and find it’s a hard job to get out of bed?


If so, the remedy is in your own hands. For over sixty years, wherever Englishmen have had to be ‘on parade’ bright and early, their one daily rule of health has been ‘Eno first thing every morning’.


Life to-day calls for Eno’s!20 (Advert. 13.4.37.)


157. In the grey light of dawn, with the night mists still clinging to the wind-whipped waters of the Thames, troops and carriages mustered near Westminster Abbey yesterday for a rehearsal of the Coronation procession.


Despite unpromising weather and the loss of an hour’s sleep in the change-over to summer time, tens of thousands of people lined the route from 3 a.m. onwards for this ‘preview’ of the procession. (D.T. 9.4.37.)


158. A shrill, early-morning cheer was evoked by the sight of the newly regilded Coronation coach, drawn by eight ‘creams’ with fawn-coated postilions in top-hats. The coach swayed a little because it was empty. Red blinds were drawn above its doors. Its ornate carving and panels cast a temporary glow over the procession.


In this 4-ton coach, which cost £7,000 when it was built in 1761, George III, George IV, William IV, Victoria, Edward VII and George V drove to their coronations; and it will go forth again on May 12.


    The crowds pressed forward to examine the massive gilt tritons from whose backs the coach is slung on broad leather braces. They saw that while the leading tritons were blowing shell horns to announce the advent of the monarch of the seas, the two behind carried fasces—Imperial Fasces topped with tridents. (Fasces had a less distinctive association in the time of George III.)


The panels, allegorical paintings—one of Mars, Minerva and Mercury supporting the Imperial crown; another of Peace burning the implements of war—shone as they passed. After the first welcoming cheer the crowds watched the coach go by in awed silence. (N.C 19.4.37.)


Eleven Days to the Coronation



Saturday, May 1


159. Royal May, which is to be packed so full of moving spectacle, was ushered in yesterday with the auspices of a rising barometer and every prospect of ‘King’s weather.’ The day saw the activities in London in connection with the Coronation rapidly approaching a climax….


The first day of the strike of London’s 25,500 busmen, which began at midnight on Friday, passed quietly yesterday, without any display of ill-will by strikers or public, and without any sign of sympathetic action by other transport workers. Not one of the 5,000 buses, which daily cover 600,000 miles, left the garages. The strike was thus complete….


The King and Queen saw Sunderland win the Association Football Cup at Wembley by three goals to one. Their Majesties were given an enthusiastic reception by the crowd of 93,000….


The London May Day procession was on a larger scale than usual. Observers agreed that this was the biggest May Day procession ever seen in this country. The procession was about four miles long, and by the time it reached Hyde Park the busmen’s contingent numbered several thousands.


The demonstrators marched into the park under a forest of red flags, maypoles and banners, singing The Red Flag and giving the Communist salute of the clenched fist. Among the marchers was a group of strikers from the Harworth Colliery area, Nottinghamshire. (Observer, 2.5.37.)


Scenes of chaos without parallel were witnessed in the West End last night. The synchronization of the bus strike with the cup-tie led to a congestion in the Underground, between 11 p.m. and midnight, which cannot be described.


Scores of women—and men—fainted in the crush, but they had to recover without medical assistance. (Reynolds News, 2.5.37.)



Sunday, May 2


160. King George, wearing for the first time the khaki service uniform of a Field-Marshal, was present at the dedication of the completed Royal Military College chapel at Sandhurst….


During the address of the Archbishop of Canterbury, as his Grace referred to the ‘same spirit of willing service and sacrifice that would be aroused again’, those outside heard distant but very distinct rattle of machine-gun fire. (D. Mirror, 3.5.37.)



Monday, May 3


161. The Duke of Windsor sped through Austria and Switzerland to-night on his way to France—and Mrs. Simpson.


His departure from St. Wolfgang was so sudden that he did not even have time to shave before he left his villa. A telephone call from Mrs. Simpson was the cause of all the hurry. The moment she heard soon after half-past ten this morning that her decree nisi had been made absolute, she rang up the Duke. They spoke for eight minutes. Then things began to happen. The Duke, flushed with excitement, called his equerry, Captain Greenacre, and asked him to have all his bags packed and everything cleared up so that he could catch the express at Salzburg at 4.50.21 (D.E. 4.5.37.)


Throughout Monday King George studied the bus strike, conferred with experts and on Monday night had a discussion with Mr. Stanley Baldwin at Buckingham Palace. Turning from his heavy and urgent programme of Coronation affairs early in the day, the King sent for Mr. Ernest Brown (Minister of Labour) and gave him a long audience at Buckingham Palace. (D. Mirror, 4.5.37.)



Wednesday, May 5


162. ‘This day week our young King and Queen, who were called suddenly and unexpectedly to the most tremendous position on earth, will dedicate themselves to a service which can only be ended by death.


‘I appeal to that handful of men on whom rests peace or war to give the best present to the country that could be given at this moment, to do the one thing that would rejoice the hearts of all who love this country, and that is to rend and dissipate this dark cloud that has gathered over us and show the people of the world that this democracy at least can still practise the art of peace in a world of strife.’


In these words Mr. Baldwin concluded his farewell speech in the House of Commons this evening. He was answering Mr. Attlee, who had opened a debate on the coal crisis. While Mr. Baldwin was speaking, the London tramway and trolley-bus men decided to send a deputation to Mr. Ernest Bevin, general secretary of their Union, to ask for Union permission for them to join the London bus strike. (E.S. 5.5.37.)


After the Premier had spoken, delegates of London’s 12,000 tram and trolley-bus workers decided not to join the busmen now on strike. (D.E. 6.5.37.)


The King and Queen held their first Court at Buckingham Palace, a week before their Coronation. (D. T. 6.5.37.)



Thursday, May 6


163.


Lakehurst (New Jersey), Thursday Night.


Hindenburg, world’s greatest airship, burst into flames and was destroyed as she prepared to moor here at 7.20 p.m. at the end of her first flight of the season over the Atlantic. It is feared that nearly 100 people aboard—passengers and crew—have all been killed. Hindenburg was due to rush the last of the American visitors to the Coronation—a trip which would have brought in £10,800 for seventy passengers who had booked seats to Europe many weeks ago. (D.E. 7.5.37.)


One of the most critical Stock Exchange Settlements of recent years was carried through without a casualty…. The fact that no fresh trouble came to the surface relieves markets from immediate anxiety. Any liquidation that might now take place need not occasion disturbance…. With next week devoted to the Coronation, followed by the Whitsuntide holiday, these influences would prevent any quick return to pre-slump conditions…. (D.T. 7.5.37.)



Friday, May 7


164.


With only four days to go before the Coronation, hopes of an early settlement of the London ’bus strike were disappointed. Unexpected difficulties arose, and there is now little prospect of the ’buses running during the week-end. (D.T. 8.5.37.)


Amid all the Coronation ceremonies—most of them rooted in long tradition—the luncheon to the king in Westminster Hall is unique. This was the first occasion, as His Majesty himself said, upon which the Sovereign has been present at a luncheon in Westminster Hall to meet those who represent the Legislatures of the Empire. (Leading article, D.T. 8.5.37.)


Thousands went decoration-gazing in the West End on Friday night, gave London police an idea of what to expect in Coronation Week. Pavements were blocked. Traffic jams were so great cars stood still while traffic lights went on flashing ‘Stop—Caution—Go’. (D.E. 8.5.37.)



Saturday, May 8


165. Only three more days, and the great event on which the attention of the Empire has been focussed for weeks will be an accomplished fact—King George VI will have been crowned….


Three hundred thousand oversea visitors from all parts of the world will by Wednesday have been joined in the invasion of London by people from every corner of the British Isles….


There were wonderful scenes in Central London last night when crowds, estimated by an experienced official at not far short of a million, crowded the route along which the Procession will pass, to see the decorations. Progress was necessarily very slow, and motorists were no better off in respect of speed than pedestrians; but the utmost good humour prevailed, and everybody was happy….


There is little prospect of the buses returning to the streets of London until Tuesday morning at the earliest—if then. (Observer, 9.5.37.)


London Transport Board offered to negotiate on all matters in dispute with the Busmen—except on the vital principle of the 7½ hours day. (Reynolds News, 9.5.37.)



Sunday, May 9


166. After spending the night in the rain, half a million people saw the final rehearsal of the Coronation pageant crawl from Buckingham Palace gates to Westminster Abbey—seventeen minutes late, its colour and glory hidden by mackintoshes and horse blankets….


Nothing was amazing about this mufti show except the number of people who would face a cold, wintry night to see a golden coach. Even they were disappointed.


‘Now cheer, cheer,’ cried Sir Arthur Erskine, royal equerry, dancing down the carriage way, umbrella in the air, trying to stir some enthusiasm. Instead the crowd laughed. (D.E. 10.5.37.)


London experienced the greatest traffic congestion it has ever known on a Sunday. An experienced police official expressed the view that at least 1,000,000 people must have gone to the West End during the day….


Peace efforts by the Ministry of Labour in the strike of 25,600 London ’busmen were abandoned last night.


Five thousand ’busmen from every London garage assembled on the Embankment and marched in die rain to Trafalgar Square for a mass meeting. (D.T. 10.5.37.)


Fifty thousand cheering people besieged Buckingham Palace late last night. All night the throng had grown since the moment when 10,000 men and women mobbed the King’s car outside the Palace as he returned with Queen Elizabeth and the Princesses from their week-end rest at Royal Lodge, Windsor, King George raised his hat. The Queen waved her hand, as the car moved inch by inch along a path forced by a small army of police.


Queen Mary’s car, too, was marooned in the centre of a great crowd…. Shortly afterwards the Duke and Duchess of Gloucester drove in, followed by the Duke and Duchess of Kent. There was a wild rush to the railings, and police had great difficulties in keeping the entrances to the gates clear. At last officers cleared all pavements, forcing thousands into the road. (D. Mirror, 10.5.37.)


167. Sunday was a day of preparation in the churches for the Coronation. The service broadcast from all transmitters of the B.B.C. was impressive in the way it called to mind the religious significance of the Coronation. The Archbishop of Canterbury naturally dwelt on this theme in his address….


The Archbishop said:


The long expected day of the Coronation is at hand. In two ways this Coronation will be distinguished from any that have gone before it. In the first place and for the first time the ceremony as it unfolds itself in Westminster Abbey will be actually heard by millions of people in every part of the world. It is scarcely an exaggeration to say that the whole world will be the audience.


In the second place … in the Oath which the King will take he will promise to rule according to their respective laws and customs, not as in 1911 the people ‘of the United Kingdom and Great Britain and Ireland and the Dominions thereto belonging’, but of the peoples ‘of Great Britain, Ireland, Canada, Australia, New Zealand, and the Union of South Africa, of his possessions and the other territories to any of them belonging or pertaining, and of his Empire of India.’ Each of the great Dominions will thus be mentioned by name so that its people hearing the name will realize that it is their own King who is to be consecrated and crowned. (Times, 10.5.37.)



Monday, May 10


168. Whatever the weather to-morrow, Coronation Day, the procession will take place without modification, it was officially stated last night.




Latest forecast for to-morrow—Unsettled.


(D.E. 11.5.37.)





London faces its greatest traffic hold-up since the general strike of 1926. A lightning strike of West End hotel waiters planned for to-night may add to the confusion. Busmen are continuing their strike indefinitely. Tramway and trolley-bus men are asking their executive for permission to join them. Taximen are making a similar plea. Underground men may be forced to stop work by sheer physical incapacity to carry on under the terrific strain that will fall on them. (D.E. 11.5.37.)


169. The Coronation Honours List, published to-day, is the most widespread list within living memory. It is a real ‘all ranks’ list. The Queen and Queen Mary and Lord Wigram receive the Victorian Chain, one of the rarest of all decorations….


Among the new knights are Mr. Hugh Walpole, the novelist, Mr. Arnold Bax, the musician, and Mr. P. F. (Plum) Warner, famous cricketer. Those awarded the Medal of the Order of the British Empire include bus and railway workers, a greaser on a Channel steamer, and a porter and housemaid at the British Embassy in Madrid. A Gold Coast chief, Nana Agyeman Prempeh II, of Asantahene, has been made a Knight of the Order of the British Empire, and a Maori princess, Te Pui Horangi, of Ngakuawahia, New Zealand, a Commander of the Order….


‘I don’t know why they picked on me….’


‘I hope it will fit in with my war medals.’


So said two busmen yesterday. They have been honoured by the King in the Coronation Honours List. (D. Mirror, 11.5.37.)



Tuesday, May 11


170. The enthusiasm of the Coronation crowds in the West End remained undamped by the almost continuous rain in the morning and afternoon. (D.T. 12.5.37.)


Rain the spoiler left its mark on Coronation Eve. Decorations  in some of the side streets and on houses—schemes on which poor people had spent hard-earned savings and lavished time and care—suffered badly. (D. Mirror, 12.5.37.)


The Executive Council of the Transport and General Workers’ Union, after an all-day sitting at Transport House, rejected an application from the tram and trolley-bus section for plenary powers to call a strike and also refused a request from the ’bus section that the strike should be extended. (D.T. 12.5.37.)


171. The Duke and Duchess of Kent attended the Coronation ‘day of united intercession and conference’ at Queen’s Hall, London. The Duke, in an address to the audience of 3,000, said:


‘We can all see how the hand of God guided the King and Queen from 1911. I hope the same God will guide and protect our new King and Queen….’ (D. Mirror, 12.5.37.)




‘TO-DAY I STAND ON THE THRESHOLD OF A NEW LIFE…. I SHALL DO MY UTMOST TO CARRY ON MY FATHER’S WORK FOR THE WELFARE OF OUR GREAT EMPIRE.’





The King, speaking at Buckingham Palace, made this pledge. He was replying—the Queen an intent listener—to nine loyal addresses presented by his Dominion Prime Ministers and representatives of India and the Colonies. (D. Mirror, 12.5.37.)


172. Shots were fired in Dublin on Tuesday night when Civic Guards clashed with men attempting to hold a Republican parade which had been banned. The police made baton charges and many people were injured and taken to hospital. The avowed object of the parade was to ‘repudiate the Coronation of an English King as King of Ireland’. The disturbance spread, and by 10 p.m. the whole centre of the city was seething with excitement. (D.T. 12.5.37.)


Insurgent aircraft carried out to-day what the Basque Government regard as a full-dress rehearsal for the Coronation Day destruction of Bilbao…. Twelve times between 6.30 a.m. and noon Junker bombers and Heinkel III pursuit planes flew over the city and dropped tons of high explosive on its outskirts and surrounding suburbs. (D.E. 12.5.37.)


Insurgent batteries began a furious bombardment of Madrid at 4 a.m. to-day … and kept it up for seven hours. Again the Gran Via, the ‘Piccadilly of Madrid’, was littered with bricks, mortar and broken glass, and pocked with new shell holes. Tramway services were suspended, the trams being abandoned in the streets by the drivers, and people could be seen running panic stricken in all directions. (D.T. 12.5.37.)


173. Lights in the royal private apartments at Buckingham Palace went out last night at 9.30. The King and Queen had dinner quietly alone, then retired to rest in preparation for to-day. (D. Mirror, 12.5.37.)


Shortly before midnight Mr. Thomas Coke, equerry to the King, drove from Buckingham Palace to Westminster Abbey and laid a wreath of crimson roses on the Tomb of the Unknown Warrior. The wreath was tied with a ribbon in His Majesty’s personal colours of crimson and blue, edged with gold, and bore a card with the words: ‘To the Empire’s Dead—GEORGE R.I., ELIZABETH R.’ (D.T. 12.5.37.)


174.


Ecce felix hora gaudiorum!


This Coronation Day breaks upon the world like some sublime chord that is the climax of a long crescendo. It has been expected, awaited, counted upon; yet when it comes it stirs the blood like a sudden revelation. The preparation has been long—so long that some few have felt, and some few more have affected, boredom with the whole affair. In the people as a whole, week after week, the excitement has increased. A horrible internecine war in a foreign country and a sudden outburst of industrial unrest at home have ceased to exist for the general consciousness, except in their possible and actual effects upon the Coronation.


Let the few feel as they may, the appetite of the many for Coronation news and for Coronation preliminaries has grown from day to day; and no observer of it could believe that it was confined to any one rank or sort of people. The grocer’s paper bag has been gay with flags, and the portraits of Their Majesties; the schoolchild’s button-hole has borne a red, white and blue ribbon, the houses and flats of the workmen are all aflutter with ‘baby bunting’; but at the other end of the social and the financial scale the enthusiasm has been just as hot….


The monarchy has become so truly democratic nowadays that nothing which the Royal House either does or does not can be counted alien to the welfare of the people. The Crown is the necessary centre, not of political life only, but of all life!22 (Times, 12.5.37. Leading article.)


175. Coronation Day. The day of royal pomp and circumstance. The day of purple and gold. Of sanded streets and gilded carriageway.


London, the capital of the Empire upon which the sun never sets and into whose slums the sun never shines, is agog with excitement and gay with lights and decorations.


And all for what? To add to the happiness and well-being of the Empire’s teeming millions? No! To crown a King and Queen around whom the powerful engines of imperialist propaganda can weave an atmosphere of royal patriotism, that can enable the institutions of Monarchy to be more effectively used to uphold British imperialism.


    The London that visitors will see, and crowds come up to gaze upon, is not representative of the real Britain. For a day or so in the working-class streets, cheap bunting and flags may strike a note of glamour and brightness, but only for a day or so.


We remember these things on Coronation Day because we are loyal and devoted to the real interests of the people and their true happiness. When the shouting and tumult have died down, when the garish display is all over, and tawdry and soiled decorations still hang about our streets, they will symbolize the contrast between the two Britains.


The Britain of a tiny handful, who own its factories, banks, land and rivers, who out of working-class exploitation lead lives of luxury and idleness.


And the Britain of working men and women who have nothing but their power to labour, and millions have not even the opportunity to exercise that. It is this Britain that we best serve by remembering it when its class enemies seek to gild its chains.


It is this Britain which will yet conquer. And on that day, the workers in all their majesty, dignity, and power, will so organize the resources of this country that in fraternal alliance with the freed peoples of present subject colonial countries, they will transform it into a paradise in which the sun of joy will never set. (Harry Pollitt’s Message. D. Worker, 12.5.37.) 






1 The following abbreviations are used in this chapter: D.E., for Daily Express; D.H., for Daily Herald; D.T., for Daily Telegraph; E.N., for Evening News; E.S., for Evening Standard; M.G., for Manchester Guardian; N.C., for News Chronicle.







2 The £454,000 did not, however, cover the cost of the troops present, for which £218,000 was allotted from the Defence Vote, or include £17,400 from the vote on account (current running expenses).







3 It is of scientific interest to note the antiquated language of this summons, corresponding roughly to fifteenth-century usage.


    A similar tendency to use obsolete or unusual language is evident in much of the writing about the Coronation, in official statements, in newspapers and in advertisements. One may compare a dictum of the Archbishop of Canterbury on the Coronation Service: ‘It is no mere paradox to say that the very merit and meaning of these rites is precisely that they are in a sense “out of date”.’







4 Each person meets in the course of his daily life a large number of people. Some he meets every day, or most days: such as his family and people living in the same house; tradesmen and roundsmen who call at the house every day; people working in the same office, shop, factory or wherever he spends his working day; regular cronies and acquaintances, etc. All these we propose to call people in area 1. In area 2 come all strangers and people met for the first time. In area 3 are all those people like prime ministers, film stars, celebrities of all kinds, historical figures, mythical figures, collections of people like the Conservative Party, the Church, etc.—whom you probably do not meet in the flesh, but whose faces, actions, words, etc., you may know as well as you know your best friend, and which may have just as great an influence on you.


   The King is the archetype of all the personages of area 3. On the great public occasion of his Coronation he exhibits himself in the flesh to thousands of his subjects. This is obviously of the greatest importance as a means of establishing his position at the centre of the entire social system. Hence it is that broadcasting plays so vital a role, in enabling the contact between areas 1 and 3 to be effected on a far wider scale than has ever been possible hitherto. It is this too which gives potential significance to the added use of television, by whose agency the King is not only heard but actually seen in the process of exhibiting himself to the masses.







5 This type of utterance is of interest in showing that another social function of the Coronation is to break down the barriers between areas 1 and 2, temporarily at least (v. para. 20, footnote). Not only do people in the crowd ‘mix’ with total strangers, but there is intended to be a fraternisation between groups; e.g., between upper and lower classes, between the home country and the visitors from abroad, especially from the Dominions and Colonies. At such a time, the ‘One Big Family’ concept is applied in numerous ways, and produces abstract ‘Sweethearts’ and ‘Mothers’, such as the personification of London in this speech by the Lord Mayor; he is treating a figure from area 3 in terms of area 1, in order to stimulate a mixing of areas 1 and 2.







6 ‘N’KOSI, N’KOSI, BAYETE! This is the Royal Salute of the Zulus, and it means “Mightiest Chief of Chiefs, all hail!” With a single voice on Coronation day the myriad tongues of Africa will unite in thunderous homage to the King-Emperor. Then warriors will be at one with workers—the men, for instance, whose toil in the plantations of Rhodesia and Nyasaland helps to bring your Three Nuns Empire Blend to its perfection, 10½d. an oz.’ (Advt. in Radio Times. 7.5.37.)







7 This is one of several examples quoted in which the symbolic language of the Coronation is adapted to suit the needs of advertising and trade; in fact, not only the King and Queen, but everyone else, is to be ‘crowned’ in one way or another.







8 One function of the contingents from the Dominions and Colonies was to serve as part of the display, so they had to arrive in good time, just as the street decorations had to be put up in good time, in order to give people something to look at while they waited for the day itself to arrive. But the Colonials also came in the capacity of visitors and guests, and therefore the decorations were partly by way of a welcome for them.







9 Also mentioned in the newspapers were red, white and blue goldfish (Star, 20.3.37), mice (Star, 24.2.37), pianos (Daily Dispatch, 21.4.37), while hostesses were said to be dressing their maids in the Coronation colours: ‘Lady Knollys’ maids wear light blue dresses and white mob caps threaded with cherry-red ribbons and their big white aprons are tied with cherry-red sashes.’ (D.T. 17.3.37.)


   ‘Hearth rugs and bathroom mats, bicycles and bedsteads, carpets and cushions, dinner services and toilet ware, coal-scuttles and linoleums, all are on sale in Coronation colours.’ (Reynolds’ News, 2.5.37.)


   Not only were houses covered with flags and bunting, and even painted red, white and blue all over, but the three symbols, House, Flag, Empire, became confused in the popular imagination, as in the advertisement reproduced in Fig. 1. ‘Commemorate the Coronation by buying your own “Empire” at Perivale Park, Western Avenue, Perivale. A solid and lasting semi-detached modern home…. Cliffords Estates.’


   The symbolism did not always have the desired effect, however, as in the following example, from a letter to the Birmingham Mail (28.4.37):


   ‘As an Englishman I was disgusted to see displayed in the shop window of a furnishing stores in this town a Union Jack in the form of a rug, and I would like to appeal to those who have fought for our flag in the past and to those who may fight for it in the future, to remonstrate against this desecration of our national emblem. It is not a pleasant thought for those of us who are proud of the flag that it is being offered for treading underfoot!’







10 In local items such as this we begin to see the variety of uses to which the Coronation can be put—it can be used to advertise hair oil, or a political party, or the beauty of England’s countryside, or in many other ways all producing their own special shift of emphasis, all contributing to the total transformation of scene.







11 In many savage tribes people wear the clothes of the other sex on occasions of public importance. The Hastings undressing competition was a ‘version of strip-tease’ all right. But it is also a fine spontaneous example of what anthropologists call ‘transvesticism’, a practice about which there are various conflicting theories. Observers reports give many examples of it during the celebrations.







12 This letter calls for a loosening of the normal restrictions in the behaviour of one social group towards another, and of individuals to those in area 2.









OEBPS/9780571287253_cover_epub.jpg
Observation
May the

T'welith

Mass Observation Pay
Survey






OEBPS/08_online.jpg
e,
N vandinleam
o reey, | m— T red
psiswimisam WOHONTHINT

AFNUNOF NuOLl AINMOOr GEVMLAO
MOy PUOIG5AI0IE
- AN

T

WYPE
|zaaz 72iM_s3rzsIrvIe v

o7 saTIn & 4noay
st sinow 7w owe )|






OEBPS/title_online.jpg
MAY THE TWELFTH

MASS OBSERVATION
DAY-SURVEYS 1937

by over two hundred observers

Edited by

Humphrey Jennings
Charles Madge

and

T. O. Beachcroft
Julian Blackburn
William Empson
Stuart Legg
Kathleen Raine

With an afterword by
David Pocock

Director of the Tom Harrisson
Mass Observation Archive

fi

[Jaber and faber





