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Arrow is an American television series, developed by Greg Berlanti, Marc Guggenheim and Andrew Kreisberg, based on the DC Comics character Green Arrow. The series premiered in the United States on October 10, 2012 for The CW television network. The first four seasons have been released on DVD to Regions 1, 2 and 4 and on Blu-ray to Regions A and B.

Arrow follows billionaire playboy Oliver Queen (Stephen Amell), who, after five years of being stranded on a hostile island, returns home to his mother, Moira Queen (Susanna Thompson) and sister, Thea Queen (Willa Holland) and becomes a bow and arrow-wielding vigilante. He is initially aided by his friends, John Diggle (David Ramsey[image: External link]) and Felicity Smoak (Emily Bett Rickards[image: External link]), and later aspiring vigilantes Roy Harper (Colton Haynes), Ray Palmer (Brandon Routh), Curtis Holt[image: External link] (Echo Kellum), Rene Ramirez[image: External link] (Rick Gonzalez), Evelyn Sharp[image: External link] (Madison McLaughlin), Rory Regan (Joe Dinicol), and Dinah Drake[image: External link] (Juliana Harkavy) join them. In addition, Queen's team receives help from the Lance family; Laurel (Katie Cassidy), Sara (Caity Lotz), and Quentin (Paul Blackthorne), sharing the goal of bringing justice to Starling City (later Star City). The series also featured flashbacks in most episodes in the first five seasons to the time Queen was missing, and how his experiences there shaped him into the man who returned home to fight crime.

The fifth season debuted on October 5, 2016,[1] and on January 8, 2017, The CW renewed the series for a sixth season.[2] As of May 24, 2017, 115 episodes of Arrow have aired, concluding the fifth season.
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 Series overview






	Season
	Episodes
	Originally aired
	Nielsen ratings



	First aired
	Last aired
	Rank
	Average viewers

(in millions)



	
	1
	23
	October 10, 2012
	May 15, 2013
	130
	3.68[3]



	
	2
	23
	October 9, 2013
	May 14, 2014
	128
	3.28[4]



	
	3
	23
	October 8, 2014
	May 13, 2015
	135
	3.52[5]



	
	4
	23
	October 7, 2015
	May 25, 2016
	145
	2.90[6]



	
	5
	23
	October 5, 2016
	May 24, 2017
	147
	2.21[7]
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 Season 1 (2012–13)




Main article: Arrow (season 1)




	No.

overall
	No. in

season
	Title
	Directed by
	Written by
	Original air date
	Prod.

code
	U.S. viewers

(millions)



	1
	1
	"Pilot"
	David Nutter
	Story by : Greg Berlanti & Marc Guggenheim

Teleplay by : Andrew Kreisberg & Marc Guggenheim
	October 10, 2012
	296818
	4.14[8]



	2
	2
	"Honor Thy Father"
	David Barrett[image: External link]
	Story by : Greg Berlanti & Marc Guggenheim

Teleplay by : Andrew Kreisberg & Marc Guggenheim
	October 17, 2012
	2J7302
	3.55[9]



	3
	3
	"Lone Gunmen"
	Guy Bee
	Story by : Greg Berlanti & Andrew Kreisberg

Teleplay by : Marc Guggenheim & Andrew Kreisberg
	October 24, 2012
	2J7303
	3.51[10]



	4
	4
	"An Innocent Man"
	Vince Misiano[image: External link]
	Moira Kirland & Lana Cho
	October 31, 2012
	2J7304
	3.05[11]



	5
	5
	"Damaged"
	Michael Schultz[image: External link]
	Wendy Mericle & Ben Sokolowski[image: External link]
	November 7, 2012
	2J7305
	3.75[12]



	6
	6
	"Legacies"
	John Behring
	Moira Kirland & Marc Guggenheim
	November 14, 2012
	2J7306
	3.83[13]



	7
	7
	"Muse of Fire"
	David Grossman
	Story by : Andrew Kreisberg

Teleplay by : Geoff Johns & Marc Guggenheim
	November 28, 2012
	2J7307
	3.74[14]



	8
	8
	"Vendetta"
	Ken Fink
	Beth Schwartz[image: External link] & Andrew Kreisberg
	December 5, 2012
	2J7308
	3.35[15]



	9
	9
	"Year's End"
	John Dahl
	Story by : Greg Berlanti & Marc Guggenheim

Teleplay by : Andrew Kreisberg & Marc Guggenheim
	December 12, 2012
	2J7309
	3.11[16]



	10
	10
	"Burned"
	Eagle Egilsson[image: External link]
	Moira Kirland & Ben Sokolowski
	January 16, 2013
	2J7310
	3.06[17]



	11
	11
	"Trust But Verify"
	Nick Copus
	Gabrielle Stanton
	January 23, 2013
	2J7311
	3.14[18]



	12
	12
	"Vertigo"
	Wendey Stanzler
	Wendy Mericle & Ben Sokolowski
	January 30, 2013
	2J7312
	2.97[19]



	13
	13
	"Betrayal"
	Guy Bee
	Lana Cho & Beth Schwartz
	February 6, 2013
	2J7313
	2.96[20]



	14
	14
	"The Odyssey"
	John Behring
	Story by : Greg Berlanti & Andrew Kreisberg

Teleplay by : Andrew Kreisberg & Marc Guggenheim
	February 13, 2013
	2J7314
	3.29[21]



	15
	15
	"Dodger"
	Eagle Egilsson
	Beth Schwartz
	February 20, 2013
	2J7315
	3.15[22]



	16
	16
	"Dead to Rights"
	Glen Winter
	Geoff Johns
	February 27, 2013
	2J7316
	3.17[23]



	17
	17
	"The Huntress Returns"
	Guy Bee
	Jake Coburn & Lana Cho
	March 20, 2013
	2J7317
	3.02[24]



	18
	18
	"Salvation"
	Nick Copus
	Drew Z. Greenberg & Wendy Mericle
	March 27, 2013
	2J7318
	2.65[25]



	19
	19
	"Unfinished Business"
	Michael Offer
	Bryan Q. Miller & Lindsey Allen
	April 3, 2013
	2J7319
	2.92[26]



	20
	20
	"Home Invasion"
	Ken Fink
	Ben Sokolowski & Beth Schwartz
	April 24, 2013
	2J7320
	3.10[27]



	21
	21
	"The Undertaking"
	Michael Shultz
	Jake Coburn & Lana Cho
	May 1, 2013
	2J7321
	2.89[28]



	22
	22
	"Darkness on the Edge of Town"
	John Behring
	Drew Z. Greenberg & Wendy Mericle
	May 8, 2013
	2J7322
	2.62[29]



	23
	23
	"Sacrifice"
	David Barrett
	Story by : Greg Berlanti

Teleplay by : Marc Guggenheim & Andrew Kreisberg
	May 15, 2013
	2J7323
	2.77[30]
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 Season 2 (2013–14)




Main article: Arrow (season 2)




	No.

overall
	No. in

season
	Title
	Directed by
	Written by
	Original air date
	Prod.

code
	U.S. viewers

(millions)



	24
	1
	"City of Heroes"
	John Behring
	Story by : Greg Berlanti

Teleplay by : Andrew Kreisberg & Marc Guggenheim
	October 9, 2013
	2J7451
	2.74[31]



	25
	2
	"Identity"
	Nick Copus
	Ben Sokolowski[image: External link] & Beth Schwartz[image: External link]
	October 16, 2013
	2J7452
	3.06[32]



	26
	3
	"Broken Dolls"
	Glen Winter
	Marc Guggenheim & Keto Shimizu
	October 23, 2013
	2J7453
	2.89[33]



	27
	4
	"Crucible"
	Eagle Egilsson[image: External link]
	Andrew Kreisberg & Wendy Mericle
	October 30, 2013
	2J7454
	2.37[34]



	28
	5
	"League of Assassins"
	Wendey Stanzler
	Jake Coburn & Drew Z. Greenberg
	November 6, 2013
	2J7455
	2.80[35]



	29
	6
	"Keep Your Enemies Closer"
	Guy Bee
	Ben Sokolowski & Beth Schwartz
	November 13, 2013
	2J7456
	3.09[36]



	30
	7
	"State v. Queen"
	Bethany Rooney
	Marc Guggenheim & Drew Z. Greenberg
	November 20, 2013
	2J7457
	2.66[37]



	31
	8
	"The Scientist"
	Michael Schultz[image: External link]
	Story by : Greg Berlanti & Andrew Kreisberg

Teleplay by : Andrew Kreisberg & Geoff Johns
	December 4, 2013
	2J7458
	3.24[38]



	32
	9
	"Three Ghosts"
	John Behring
	Story by : Greg Berlanti & Andrew Kreisberg

Teleplay by : Geoff Johns & Ben Sokolowski
	December 11, 2013
	2J7459
	3.02[39]



	33
	10
	"Blast Radius"
	Rob Hardy
	Jake Coburn & Keto Shimizu
	January 15, 2014
	2J7460
	2.52[40]



	34
	11
	"Blind Spot"
	Glen Winter
	Wendy Mericle & Beth Schwartz
	January 22, 2014
	2J7461
	2.49[41]



	35
	12
	"Tremors"
	Guy Bee
	Marc Guggenheim & Drew Z. Greenberg
	January 29, 2014
	2J7462
	2.95[42]



	36
	13
	"Heir to the Demon"
	Wendey Stanzler
	Jake Coburn
	February 5, 2014
	2J7463
	2.86[43]



	37
	14
	"Time of Death"
	Nick Copus
	Wendy Mericle & Beth Schwartz
	February 26, 2014
	2J7464
	2.45[44]



	38
	15
	"The Promise"
	Glen Winter
	Jake Coburn & Ben Sokolowski
	March 5, 2014
	2J7465
	2.21[45]



	39
	16
	"Suicide Squad"
	Larry Teng
	Keto Shimizu & Bryan Q. Miller
	March 19, 2014
	2J7466
	2.42[46]



	40
	17
	"Birds of Prey"
	John Behring
	Mark Bemesderfer & A.C. Bradley
	March 26, 2014
	2J7467
	2.62[47]



	41
	18
	"Deathstroke"
	Guy Bee
	Marc Guggenheim & Drew Z. Greenberg
	April 2, 2014
	2J7468
	2.32[48]



	42
	19
	"The Man Under the Hood"
	Jesse Warn[image: External link]
	Story by : Greg Berlanti & Geoff Johns

Teleplay by : Andrew Kreisberg & Keto Shimizu
	April 16, 2014
	2J7469
	2.26[49]



	43
	20
	"Seeing Red"
	Doug Aarniokoski[image: External link]
	Wendy Mericle & Beth Schwartz
	April 23, 2014
	2J7470
	2.19[50]



	44
	21
	"City of Blood"
	Michael Schultz
	Holly Harold
	April 30, 2014
	2J7471
	2.31[51]



	45
	22
	"Streets of Fire"
	Nick Copus
	Jake Coburn & Ben Sokolowski
	May 7, 2014
	2J7472
	2.33[52]



	46
	23
	"Unthinkable"
	John Behring
	Story by : Greg Berlanti

Teleplay by : Marc Guggenheim & Andrew Kreisberg
	May 14, 2014
	2J7473
	2.37[53]
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 Season 3 (2014–15)






	No.

overall
	No. in

season
	Title
	Directed by
	Written by
	Original air date
	Prod.

code
	U.S. viewers

(millions)



	47
	1
	"The Calm"
	Glen Winter
	Story by : Greg Berlanti & Andrew Kreisberg

Teleplay by : Marc Guggenheim & Jake Coburn
	October 8, 2014
	3J5151
	2.83[54]



	The newly promoted Captain Quentin Lance calls off the task-force against Arrow. Elsewhere, Werner Zytle[image: External link], who has claimed the mantle of Vertigo, attempts to kill Arrow in a bid to raise his profile. After losing the first battle, Oliver and Roy[image: External link] are able to stop Zytle, along with some help from Sara who is back in town for an unknown reason. Meanwhile, businessman Ray Palmer[image: External link] successfully acquires Queen Consolidated under a plan of rebuilding the city and renaming it "Star City". Diggle and Lyla welcome a baby girl, which convinces Diggle to take Oliver's suggestion and retire from field duty. Oliver and Felicity go on a first date, but Oliver ends it explaining how he cannot be both the Arrow and Oliver, although he acknowledges loving her. Sara is shot in the chest with arrows by an unseen figure before falling from a rooftop to her death. In flashbacks, Waller[image: External link] assigns agent Maseo Yamashiro as Oliver's handler. After numerous failed attempts to escape, Oliver agrees to proceed with his training to prevent Waller from killing Maseo's family as punishment for his failure in restraining Oliver.



	48
	2
	"Sara"
	Wendey Stanzler
	Jake Coburn & Keto Shimizu
	October 15, 2014
	3J5152
	2.32[55]



	Laurel takes Sara's body to the team. Quentin alerts Oliver to another archer in the city killing people, unaware about Sara. Oliver follows a lead and is able to identify the archer as Simon Lacroix. The team learns of Lacroix's next target and intercepts him. Laurel arrives, determined to avenge Sara's death. As Oliver attempts to dissuade her, Lacroix reveals that he was not in Starling City at the time of Sara's death. The team buries Sara; and Laurel decides not to tell Quentin that Sara is dead. Diggle decides to return to field duty again. Meanwhile, Roy reveals to Oliver that Thea left town when she learned he was working with the Arrow. In Corto Maltese, Thea is shown with Malcolm[image: External link] and has proven to be capable of defeating more than one henchman in combat. Felicity decides to work for Ray. In flashbacks, Oliver is tasked with killing Tommy, after the latter comes to Hong Kong to find Oliver after seeing activity on Oliver's email account. To save Tommy, Oliver pretends to kidnap him and tricks him into thinking that it was a ruse to gain ransom money before Maseo, posing as a police officer, rescues Tommy.



	49
	3
	"Corto Maltese"
	Stephen Surjik
	Erik Oleson[image: External link] & Beth Schwartz[image: External link]
	October 22, 2014
	3J5153
	2.55[56]



	With no more leads in Sara's murder, Oliver focuses his attention on bringing Thea home. Felicity is able to track her to Corto Maltese. Thea initially refuses to return. While he waits to convince her, Oliver assists Diggle on a mission for A.R.G.U.S. to ascertain the whereabouts of one of its agents, Mark Shaw[image: External link]. Mark is revealed to have broken into the A.R.G.U.S. database and stolen information to sell on the black market. Oliver and Diggle manage to stop him, who convinces Diggle to tell Waller that he is dead. After a last minute plea, and Oliver revealing the truth about Robert's death, Thea agrees to return, which Merlyn allows. Meanwhile, trying to emulate Sara, Laurel attempts to exact vengeance on an abusive boyfriend of a fellow A.A. member, but she is overpowered and ends up in the hospital. Later, she seeks out boxer Ted Grant[image: External link] to train her to fight after Oliver's refusal. Using Felicity's help, Ray opens a file of details of advanced weaponry. Nyssa confronts Oliver and demands Sara's whereabouts. In flashbacks to six months prior, Merlyn begins training Thea to calm her mind and heal her emotional pain, while also mastering control over physical pain.



	50
	4
	"The Magician"
	John Behring
	Marc Guggenheim & Wendy Mericle
	October 29, 2014
	3J5154
	2.49[57]



	Oliver informs Nyssa that Sara was killed; and Nyssa reveals to Oliver that Merlyn is alive and Sara was sent by the League to confirm his existence. After tracking Merlyn, Oliver agrees to meet him in a public location, where Merlyn tells Oliver that he did not kill her, but only returned to Starling City to save Thea. Nyssa kidnaps Thea in an attempt to draw out Merlyn, known by the League as the "Magician"; but Oliver arrives to rescue Thea. Merlyn arrives shortly after to clear his name and insinuates to Nyssa that it was Ra's[image: External link] who had Sara killed. Nyssa does not believe him; but Oliver does and vows to protect Merlyn for as long as he is in Starling. Nyssa warns Oliver that he has made a serious enemy in the League before leaving and reporting back to Ra's. Quentin gets worried about Sara's status. In flashbacks, Oliver completes his first assassination, and learns that Waller was behind Edward Fyers' actions on the island; and her intention was to kill Chien on a flight to Hong Kong. Since Oliver stopped the attack, Waller demands him to help her find out the reason of Chien's presence.



	51
	5
	"The Secret Origin of Felicity Smoak"
	Michael Schultz[image: External link]
	Ben Sokolowski[image: External link] & Brian Ford Sullivan[image: External link]
	November 5, 2014
	3J5155
	2.73[58]



	A cyber terrorist attacks Starling City, threatening to shut down all banks and set everyone on an even socioeconomic status. While Oliver and Roy attempt to keep the peace on the streets, Felicity works to locate the virus. She quickly realizes that she designed the virus five years earlier, and that it is unstoppable. Her mother Donna shows up unannounced, and the two have a falling out over how different they are from each other. Felicity soon realizes that Donna was unknowingly sent by the cyber terrorist—revealed to be Felicity's ex-boyfriend Cooper—who kidnaps them both. Using Donna as leverage, Cooper forces Felicity to divert a set of armored vehicles, carrying newly minted money, to their location. She secretly uses a smart watch presented by Ray to Donna to also contact Oliver, who arrives with Roy and Diggle and stops Cooper and his team. Felicity reconciles with Donna. Roy begins having nightmares that he was the one who killed Sara. Meanwhile, Laurel continues to train with Ted, and reveals to him the real reason that she is learning to fight. Thea buys a house using the money inherited from Merlyn and convinces Oliver to stay with her.



	52
	6
	"Guilty"
	Peter Leto
	Erik Oleson & Keto Shimizu
	November 12, 2014
	3J5156
	2.60[59]



	In flashbacks, Maseo's wife, Tatsu, uses a type of meditation to help Oliver remember where a dead associate of Chien's dropped a letter, hoping that he leaves her family soon. From the letter, the name Li Kuan Hui is extracted. In the present, a murderer begins taking out gang members; and when a body shows up in Ted's gym, he becomes a suspect. Ted reveals to Oliver that he was once a vigilante who retired after a drug dealer was beaten to death by accident. Ted reveals the murderer was his former protégé Isaac Stanzler, who was responsible for the death of the dealer, but is bested by Oliver before escaping. Isaac kidnaps Ted and Laurel; but Oliver and his team are able to successfully stop him. Meanwhile, Roy tells Felicity about his dreams and later confesses to Oliver and Laurel. Using the technique learned from Tatsu, Oliver helps Roy access his memories to realize that he did not kill Sara; however, Roy discovers he did kill a cop while under the effects of Mirakuru. Ted decides to continue training Laurel. Isaac is confronted by a female archer calling herself "Cupid".



	53
	7
	"Draw Back Your Bow"
	Rob Hardy
	Wendy Mericle & Beth Schwartz
	November 19, 2014
	3J5157
	2.64[60]



	Cupid, revealed to had been saved by the Arrow during Slade's attack, murders Isaac and leaves his body dressed up as the Arrow. Following a lead, Oliver learns that she is a former cop named Carrie Cutter who is obsessed with him as a result of her condition. Carrie uses a former C.I. to track down Oliver's hideout, the Verdant, which is reopened by Thea. Oliver lures Carrie away and rejects her romantic advancement before she tries to kill the both of them. He stops her, which reinforces Carrie's delusion that he is in love with her. Subsequently, Oliver gives her to A.R.G.U.S. as a new member of their Squad[image: External link]. Meanwhile, Ray rebrands Queen Consolidated into Palmer Technologies. Oliver struggles with how much time Felicity is spending with Ray; and the situation is made worse when he finds them kissing. Ray is later shown working on a personal exosuit design called A.T.O.M. A killer using boomerang blades appears in the city. In flashbacks to Hong Kong, Oliver and Tatsu go off to find Maseo when he goes missing, during which time she ends her displeasure towards Oliver. They return home and find Maseo safe and sound.



	54
	8
	"The Brave and the Bold"
	Jesse Warn[image: External link]
	Story by : Greg Berlanti & Andrew Kreisberg

Teleplay by : Marc Guggenheim & Grainne Godfree
	December 3, 2014
	3J5158
	3.92[61]



	
Flashbacks to Hong Kong show Oliver learning how to torture suspects effectively to get information. In the present, Oliver and Roy track down the home of Digger Harkness[image: External link], the boomerang-wielding murderer, but they only find A.R.G.U.S. operatives looking for the same man. Caitlin[image: External link] and Cisco[image: External link] arrive in Starling City to help Felicity investigate Sara's death. Digger attempts to kill Lyla; Roy, Oliver and Barry arrive and stop him. Later, Lyla reveals Digger was part of the Suicide Squad. Oliver's extreme interrogation methods lead Barry to question how emotionally stable Oliver is. Digger traces Oliver's hideout, where he wounds Lyla before escaping. In order to leave town, Digger plants 5 bombs around the city. While Oliver captures Digger, Barry uses both his and Oliver's teams to defuse the bombs at the same time. Digger is incarcerated in the island with Slade. Lyla accepts Diggle's marriage proposal. Before Barry and his team's departure, he and Oliver decide to have a friendly duel.



This episode concludes a crossover that begins on The Flash season 1 episode 8[image: External link].



	55
	9
	"The Climb"
	Thor Freudenthal
	Jake Coburn & Keto Shimizu
	December 10, 2014
	3J5159
	3.06[62]



	The League demands Oliver to find and turn over Sara's killer in 48 hours or they will begin murdering Starling City citizens, a mission led by Maseo, revealed to have joined the League. S.T.A.R. Labs sends Felicity the DNA results, which appears to be Oliver's D.N.A. Realizing that she has been lying, Arrow confronts Thea, who demonstrates her fighting skill before escaping. Later, Merlyn informs Oliver that he drugged Thea and manipulated her into killing Sara and not remembering it. Merlyn filmed the event to use as leverage to force Oliver to take the blame and challenge Ra's to a duel, which no one has dared in 67 years. Ra's overpowers Oliver before impaling him and kicking him over the side of a cliff. Meanwhile, Laurel reveals Sara's death to Dinah and convinces her not to tell Quentin. Dinah asks her to avenge Sara's murder. Ray shows the A.T.O.M. design to Felicity and states his intention to use the exosuit to protect the city as a vigilante. In flashbacks, Oliver and Maseo learn that Chien has stolen an engineered super-virus. China breaks into Maseo's house and kidnaps Tatsu after ovepowering her.



	56
	10
	"Left Behind"
	Glen Winter
	Marc Guggenheim & Erik Oleson
	January 21, 2015
	3J5160
	3.06[63]



	In flashbacks, Oliver and Maseo steal the counterpart to the super-virus, thus making Chien's portion inert. Oliver also slips a GPS tracker on one of Chien's men so that they can locate Tatsu. In the present, Diggle and Roy work to continue protecting the city in Oliver's absence. With the Arrow missing, a new crime lord named Danny "Brick" Brickwell[image: External link] plots to take over the Glades. After Thea expresses concern over Oliver's absence, Merlyn investigates the site of the duel and brings the bloodied sword back to the team, proclaiming Oliver's death. Diggle discovers Brickwell's plan, to secure all the evidence against street enforcers so they are released from jail and forced to join his crew, and heads to the police warehouse with Roy to stop him. Fearing for their lives, Felicity decides to trap the duo in the warehouse and let Brickwell escape. Afterward, Felicity proclaims the group non-existent without Oliver and quits both the group and helping Ray with A.T.O.M. Laurel starts fighting Brickwell's operatives, donning an altered Canary costume. Merlyn advises Thea to leave Starling City with him. Meanwhile, Maseo finds Oliver's body and takes it to Tatsu, who revives Oliver.



	57
	11
	"Midnight City"
	Nick Copus
	Wendy Mericle & Ben Sokolowski
	January 28, 2015
	3J5161
	2.91[64]



	While Oliver attempts to rest and heal, members of the League arrive, forcing Maseo and Tatsu to kill them to protect Oliver. Maseo wounds himself so Ra's will believe Oliver escaped the former. Roy and Diggle warn Laurel to stay off the streets after Roy saves her from a fight. Brick kidnaps the city's aldermen, killing one during a rescue attempt. In exchange for the remaining aldermen, Brick demands that all police presence evacuate the Glades for good. The team is able to locate the aldermen and successfully rescue them, but the Mayor still agrees to remove the police after Brick reveals that he has targeted every legislative body member. Meanwhile, Felicity decides to rejoin the team and help Ray with his plan. Merlyn tells Thea about Ra's, and she convinces him to stay and fight instead of flight. Chase, the DJ for Verdant, is revealed to be a spy for the League, informing Maseo about Merlyn's decision. In flashbacks, Maseo and Oliver manage to save Tatsu.



	58
	12
	"Uprising"
	Jesse Warn
	Beth Schwartz & Brian Ford Sullivan
	February 4, 2015
	3J5162
	2.94[65]



	Flashbacks chronicle the death of Merlyn's wife, Merlyn killing the man believed to have killed her and his journey to the League to seek training. In the present, Oliver decides to return to Starling City. Tatsu informs him that if he wants to defeat Ra's, he will need to seek swordsman training from a student, like Maseo. With the police out of the Glades, Roy and Laurel are tasked with fighting Brick's men to keep the peace. Quentin gives the team all the information the police have on Brick to help locate him. Merlyn spies on the team as they review the evidence against Brick, and discovers that Brick was responsible for the death of Merlyn's wife. Merlyn propositions the team to join forces to take down Brick, but the team refuses. Instead, they rally the citizens of the Glades to take on Brick and his men. Merlyn overpowers Brick before Oliver arrives and persuades him to spare Brick's life and let the police arrest him. Cindy tells Quentin her knowledge that the new female vigilante is not Sara. In the aftermath, Oliver requests Merlyn train him so that he can take on Ra's.



	59
	13
	"Canaries"
	Michael Schultz
	Jake Coburn & Emilio Ortega Aldrich
	February 11, 2015
	3J5163
	2.67[66]



	Werner Zytle escapes custody by poisoning a guard with Vertigo. As Oliver tries to keep Laurel off the streets as a vigilante, Merlyn informs him that to beat Ra's he will need to bring Thea into the team. Oliver reveals the truth to her, who accepts and praises him for the work he has been doing as the Arrow. Laurel tracks down Zytle and takes him on herself, only to be poisoned with Vertigo. She begins to hallucinate images of Sara, who attacks her. Oliver and Roy arrive in time to get her back to the base for treatment. Oliver realizes that his team does not fight for him anymore, but for the city. Chase attempts to kill Thea, but Roy and Merlyn show up and Chase commits suicide. Oliver and Laurel successful capture Zytle together. On Merlyn's advice, Oliver takes Thea to the island for training. Laurel finally tells Quentin, who already knows the former's alter ego, about Sara's death. In flashbacks, Oliver is captured by A.R.G.U.S. and interrogated for the location of Maseo and his family. Maseo is captured trying to save Oliver. Waller brings Oliver and Maseo to Starling City to find Chien.



	60
	14
	"The Return"
	Dermott Downs
	Marc Guggenheim & Erik Oleson
	February 18, 2015
	3J5164
	2.91[67]



	While on the island of Lian Yu, Oliver begins Thea's training. He goes to the A.R.G.U.S. prison to visit with Slade, but he discovers the guard dead and Slade missing. Oliver warns Thea and they find out that Merlyn had Slade freed as part of their training. Slade arrives and captures them, imprisoning them in the A.R.G.U.S. cell. The duo manages to open the doors and escape. Oliver reveals to Thea that she killed Sara. Slade arrives and engages them. Oliver dissuades Thea from killing Slade, who gets imprisoned back in the cell. The duo returns to Starling City, where Thea confronts Merlyn for forcing her to kill Sara. Thea decides to work with him to fight Ra's, but denounces their personal relationship. Quentin blames Laurel for hiding the truth. In flashbacks, Oliver and Maseo start tracking an employee of Queen Consolidated associated with Chien. Oliver looks in on his family and discovers that Thea is using drugs. Oliver and Maseo acquire the virus and arrest Chien. Oliver is introduced to General Matthew Shrieve, who promises to free him after he is debriefed in China[image: External link].



	61
	15
	"Nanda Parbat"
	Gregory Smith
	Story by : Wendy Mericle & Ben Sokolowski

Teleplay by : Erik Oleson & Ben Sokolowski
	February 25, 2015
	3J5165
	3.07[68]



	Oliver and Thea continue their training with Merlyn. Thea confesses the whole truth to Laurel, who instead blames Merlyn; Thea makes a deal to turn him over to the League. Laurel confronts Merlyn and is outmatched, but they are interrupted by Nyssa and the League, and Merlyn is captured. Having imprisoned Nyssa, Oliver decides to go to Nanda Parbat to rescue Merlyn to prevent Thea from blaming herself when she realizes that she has sentenced her father to death. Oliver and Diggle infiltrate Nanda Parbat, but walk into a trap set by Ra's. Oliver tells Diggle that Thea was not his only motive and he could not accept the defeat from someone else. Diggle states that he considers him a brother. Thea confesses the truth to Nyssa and offers her the chance at revenge, and Ray tests the flight capabilities of his completed A.T.O.M. exo-suit. Instead of killing Oliver, Ra's expresses his praise for Oliver's courage and strength, and asks Oliver to replace him as the head of the League. In flashbacks, Oliver is debriefed by Matthew and freed. On their way, Oliver and the Yamashiros are attacked. Oliver flees for safety with Akio, Maseo's son.



	62
	16
	"The Offer"
	Dermott Downs
	Beth Schwartz & Brian Ford Sullivan
	March 18, 2015
	3J5166
	2.56[69]



	Ra's explains that the localized pool of water in Nanda Parbat has healing effects that have allowed him to live far longer than any mortal man. The pool is becoming less effective on him, so Ra's is looking for a replacement. In a show of good faith to convince Oliver, Ra's releases Diggle and Merlyn and forgives all blood debts. Oliver returns to Starling and releases Nyssa. Oliver and his team return to stopping crime, but Quentin tells the Arrow that he will not aid him anymore because of hiding Sara's death. Afterward, Oliver realizes that he is not ready to give up being the Arrow; Oliver informs Maseo of his decision, who warns Oliver of the consequences of defying Ra's. Upset with Ra's for his offer to Oliver, Nyssa leaves him and returns to Starling City, befriending Laurel and deciding to train her. Ra's, dressed as the Arrow, frames the vigilante for murder. Thea leaves Malcolm and moves in Roy's. In flashbacks to Hong Kong, Oliver and Akio continue to be on the run, during which they seemingly stumble across a woman resembling Shado[image: External link].



	63
	17
	"Suicidal Tendencies"
	Jesse Warn
	Keto Shimizu
	March 25, 2015
	3J5167
	2.86[70]



	Diggle and Lyla officially remarry, but Waller interrupts their honeymoon to recruit them for a Suicide Squad[image: External link] mission to rescue Senator Cray from a kidnapping. The kidnapping turns out be a ruse by Cray, to help his bid for President. The team rescues the hostages, but Lawton[image: External link] seemingly sacrifices himself so everyone can get out safely. He is announced responsible for the kidnapping, and Cray's involvement is covered up. The police issue a warrant for the Arrow, which Ray supports. Oliver discovers that Ra's has sent multiple assassins to impersonate him. In his new A.T.O.M. suit, Ray locates the Arrow and through facial scans learns his identity. Laurel refuses to accept Ray's evidence against Oliver. Ray engages Oliver in a fight, but the latter disables Ray's suit. Oliver convinces Ray that he is being framed. Diggle decides to leave Oliver's team and Lyla decides to resign from A.R.G.U.S. Maseo, dressed as the Arrow, murders the mayor and shoots another arrow at Felicity. In flashbacks, Lawton struggles to transition back into society from the military, including his wife and child leaving him. Lawton is propositioned by H.I.V.E.[image: External link] to assassinate Andrew Diggle, John's brother.



	64
	18
	"Public Enemy"
	Dwight Little[image: External link]
	Marc Guggenheim & Wendy Mericle
	April 1, 2015
	3J5168
	2.48[71]



	Ray takes the arrow for Felicity. Quentin issues an arrest warrant for the Arrow and his team, with shoot to kill orders in effect. Oliver uses Nyssa to track Maseo's location. Ra's appears and repeats his demand. The police arrive and Oliver and his team manage to escape. Ra's kidnaps Quentin and reveals the Arrow's identity, which Quentin announces at a press conference. Oliver decides to turn himself in in exchange for immunity for his teammates. Roy dresses as the Arrow, stops Oliver's transport van and surrenders to the police, claiming that he has been the Arrow all along. Meanwhile, Ray is revealed to have developed a deadly thrombus that has no known cure. He reveals to have nanobots that can destroy the clot. Felicity injects them and saves him by the help of Donna. In flashbacks, the woman resembling Shado turns out to be her twin sister Mei. The assailants come after them, but Maseo and Tatsu arrive and rescue them. Before leaving, Oliver tells Mei that Shado and Yao are dead.



	65
	19
	"Broken Arrow"
	Doug Aarniokoski[image: External link]
	Story by : Jake Coburn

Teleplay by : Ben Sokolowski & Brian Ford Sullivan
	April 15, 2015
	3J5169
	2.47[72]



	Roy is arrested and the District Attorney decides not to charge Oliver. However, Quentin knows the truth and decides to continue investigating Oliver, who and his team start working on how to stop metahuman Jake Simmons. Oliver enlists Ray's help. After a failed first attempt, Oliver and Ray sync their movements through a neural network, but when the network malfunctions during the battle, Ray defeats Simmons himself, and places him under S.T.A.R. Labs' custody. Cisco deduces that Simmons did not acquire his powers from the particle accelerator explosion. With the help of A.R.G.U.S, Roy fakes his own murder so that the public believes the Arrow is dead and Oliver innocent. As a result, Roy is forced to leave the city. Ra's visits Thea and impales her with his sword. In flashbacks, Oliver infiltrates A.R.G.U.S. to stop Waller, only to discover that she is a prisoner of Shrieve, who was behind the attack and plans to release the virus in Hong Kong. Oliver, Maseo, and Tatsu steal the vaccine and decide to stop Shrieve's plan.



	66
	20
	"The Fallen"
	Antonio Negret
	Wendy Mericle & Oscar Balderrama[image: External link]
	April 22, 2015
	3J5170
	2.72[73]



	Oliver rushes Thea to a hospital, where her death is said to be apparently inevitable. Maseo contacts Oliver to let him know that if he accepts Ra's offer, he will be able to use the Lazarus Pit to heal her. Malcolm warns against this, stating that the pit changes a person in their soul, but Oliver decides to take her to Nanda Parbat regardless. Thea is dipped into the pit and returns healed but in a state of confusion, and her memories jumbled. Felicity has sex with Oliver before drugging him so the team can sneak him out of the fortress, which is aided by Maseo. Cornered by the Assassins, Oliver wakes in time to order them to stand down. Afterward, Oliver returns to take his place as head of the League, alone. Thea wakes up in her apartment, her mind clear and distraught that Oliver sacrificed himself for her. Oliver renounces his old life, taking on an apprentice role in the League and the name Al Sah-him until he is ready to take over as the new Ra's. In flashbacks, Oliver, Maseo, and Tatsu go after the virus, but during a fight it is released.



	67
	21
	"Al Sah-him"
	Thor Freudenthal
	Story by : Beth Schwartz

Teleplay by : Brian Ford Sullivan & Emilio Ortega Aldrich
	April 29, 2015
	3J5171
	2.39[74]



	Oliver begins his training, which includes breaking down his psyche so that his allegiance is only to the League and his new identity as Al Sah-him. Ra's recounts the moment that he was chosen to become the leader of the League, and a duel with his best friend Damien Darhk who saw himself as the heir. Ra's hesitated and Damien fled, stealing from the Lazarus Pit and starting his own group. Damien is revealed to had hired Gholem Qadir and Mark Shaw. Subsequently, Oliver is directed to kill Nyssa. Oliver and the League come to Starling City, where team Arrow announce their protection of Nyssa. Oliver kidnaps Lyla to force the team to give her up. At the exchange, a fight breaks out and Nyssa is taken by the League. Oliver almost kills Diggle, but Thea, in her own suit, arrives and stops him. Felicity reveals to Thea that Roy is alive. In Nanda Parbat Ra's orders Nyssa to marry Oliver, and Oliver has to use the Alpha/Omega virus to cleanse Starling City as afinal act of commitment. In flashbacks, Oliver, Maseo, and Tatsu, who were vaccinated, watch as the citizens of Hong Kong, including Akio, become infected.



	68
	22
	"This Is Your Sword"
	Wendey Stanzler
	Story by : Erik Oleson

Teleplay by : Ben Sokolowski & Brian Ford Sullivan
	May 6, 2015
	3J5172
	2.54[75]



	In flashbacks, Maseo and Oliver go after Shreive to see if he has a cure. They only succeed in leading Shrieve to their location, while Akio dies in Tatsu's arms. In the present, Diggle and Laurel patrol Starling City, taking on any criminals they find. Thea finds Roy and reunites with him. Oliver learns that Maseo is the one who provided Ra's with the Omega virus when he originally came to Nanda Parbat. Sneaking away from the castle, Oliver, revealed to have been in league with Malcolm and that his agreement to become Ra's heir was a charade to get close to Ra's and slowly dismantle the League from within, tells Malcolm Ra's plan. On Oliver's advice, Malcolm uses Tatsu to convince team Arrow of the truth. The team, including Tatsu, Ray, and Malcolm go to Nanda Parbat where Tatsu kills Maseo before they are overrun by the League and captured. Malcolm reveals Oliver's treachery to Ra's, whom Oliver manages to convince of his loyalty. Roy secretly leaves Thea. Ra's exposes the team, excluding Tatsu, to the virus before sealing them away in a cell. Afterward, Oliver and Nyssa get married.



	69
	23
	"My Name Is Oliver Queen"
	John Behring
	Story by : Greg Berlanti & Andrew Kreisberg

Teleplay by : Marc Guggenheim & Jake Coburn
	May 13, 2015
	3J5173
	2.83[76]



	While Ra's and Oliver head toward Starling City, team Arrow wakes in the dungeon. Malcolm informs them that he secretly gave them the vaccine. Barry arrives and frees them. Oliver and Nyssa attack Ra's and other Assassins. Ra's escapes with a canister of the virus, vowing to destroy Starling. Ra's reveals to have four targets. Felicity locates them, and Oliver organizes the team, along with Quentin and the police, to those locations, with Thea arriving in Roy's suit to help. Oliver duels Ra's, as the team successfully stops the attack and minimizes the casualties. Oliver kills Ra's before being saved from the police by Felicity in A.T.O.M. suit. Afterward, Oliver decides to have a normal life with Felicity instead of operating as a vigilante, knowing that there are other vigilantes that can take his place. Oliver cedes the title of Ra's to Malcolm, to whom Nyssa kneels, but promises vengeance. Ray begins testing a way to miniaturize his ATOM suit, which results in an explosion. In flashbacks, Oliver tortures Shrieve for hours before Maseo executes him. The trio separates and Oliver decides to live a lonely life away from his family. He boards a ship headed to Coast City.
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	70
	1
	"Green Arrow"
	Thor Freudenthal
	Story by : Greg Berlanti & Beth Schwartz[image: External link]

Teleplay by : Marc Guggenheim & Wendy Mericle
	October 7, 2015
	3J5801
	2.67[77]



	Diggle, Thea, and Laurel continue fighting crime in Starling City, recently renamed 'Star City' in the honor of Ray, who apparently died in the explosion. The city's leadership, which includes Quentin, assemble to discuss a group of criminals named the "Ghosts" who are terrorizing the city. Damien Darhk, revealed to be controlling the Ghosts, systematically begins assassinating the city's leadership, but fails to kill Quentin. Laurel and Thea convince Oliver, who was trying to propose to Felicity, to return and help them, which Diggle reluctantly approves. Oliver realizes that Felicity has been helping the team, which tracks the Ghosts, where they witness Damien using some form of mystical energy manipulation. Oliver notices Speedy's excessive aggressiveness. Working together, the team stops Damien's terrorist attack. Diggle deduces that Damien is leading H.I.V.E. Afterward, Taking the name "Green Arrow", the vigilante broadcasts a message to the city vowing to be a beacon of hope, while Quentin is revealed to be working with Damien under duress. In flashbacks, Waller finds Oliver and forces him back on Lian Yu to assess a new threat. He is captured upon arrival.



	71
	2
	"The Candidate"
	John Behring
	Marc Guggenheim & Keto Shimizu
	October 14, 2015
	3J5802
	2.50[78]



	The Queen family friend Jessica Danforth decides to run for mayor. During her announcement, she is attacked by Lonnie Machin, an anarchist for hire working for Damien. Queen explains to his sister that her aggressiveness is a result of being in the Lazarus Pit. Diggle tells Laurel about H.I.V.E. The team successfully stops Machin, but Speedy sets him on fire in the process. Later, Machin escapes police custody. Laurel decides to take Thea back to Nanda Parbat both to find a way to stop the aggression and to bring Sara's body to the pit. Queen decides to run for mayor after Danforth backs out of the race. Meanwhile, Felicity takes over for Ray at the company and tasks an operative named Curtis Holt to find a way to save the financial crisis. In flashbacks, Oliver kills the soldier and is tasked by Waller to infiltrate the local military operation run by an officer named Reiter. Reiter decides to recruit Oliver for his cause instead of killing him.



	72
	3
	"Restoration"
	Wendey Stanzler
	Wendy Mericle & Speed Weed
	October 21, 2015
	3J5803
	2.40[79]



	Laurel and Thea arrive in Nanda Parbat and request Merlyn to use the Lazarus Pit for Sara. He initially refuses and tells Thea that she needs to kill some people once in a while to suppress the lust. In order to appease her, he eventually agrees to revive Sara. When Sara returns feral, Nyssa destroys the Lazarus Pit in retaliation, and Merlyn has her imprisoned. Meanwhile, an A.R.G.U.S. operative delivers Diggle information on a H.I.V.E. operative, Mina Fayad. Fayad meets with Damien about the growing issue with the vigilantes in Star City. She brings in a metahuman named Jeremy Tell, who can turn his playing card tattoos into physical projectiles. After Tell's initial failure, Damien kills Fayad for challenging him. Felicity reveals to Holt that she is aiding Green Arrow. Diggle and Green Arrow team up and take down Tell, who refuses to talk because of fearing Damien more. He is imprisoned in Iron Heights. In flashbacks, in order to impress his handler, Queen uses torture techniques to interrogate the prisoners who are being used to harvest heroin-cocaine hybrid plants. He secretly frees a woman.



	73
	4
	"Beyond Redemption"
	Lexi Alexander
	Beth Schwartz & Ben Sokolowski[image: External link]
	October 28, 2015
	3J5805
	2.64[80]



	Quentin has Green Arrow look into the death of two police officers and the team discovers they were killed by members of the Anti-Vigilante Task Force. Laurel brings Quentin to see Sara, who is chained up in the basement of Laurel's apartment. Smoak identifies Liza Warner as a suspect and, while searching for her, Oliver discovers Quentin meeting with Darhk and confronts Quentin, who reveals that Darhk threatened to kill Laurel. Darhk advises Quentin to kill Sara; but Laurel dissuades him. Green Arrow and the team stop the corrupt officers before Liza attempts to kill the vigilante; but Quentin convinces her to surrender. Later, Queen asks Quentin to spy on Darhk and announces his candidacy, Smoak opens an audio of Palmer's apparent final moments, and Laurel discovers that Sara has escaped. In flashbacks, Queen gets Taiana, the woman, to a cave and convinces officer Conklin of her death; but he discovers his communication device with Waller.



	74
	5
	"Haunted"
	John Badham
	Brian Ford Sullivan[image: External link] & Oscar Balderrama[image: External link]
	November 4, 2015
	3J5804[81]
	2.60[82]



	In flashbacks, Reiter dismisses Conklin's accusation. Instead, he introduces them to a recent captive named John Constantine, who escapes and forces Queen to help him locate a mystical object on the island. Afterwards, Constantine warns Queen to be wary of Reiter's real plans and uses the object to cast a spell on the him. In the present, Sara starts killing women and Green Arrow discovers she is alive. The team realizes that Sara is looking for Thea and plans to kill her. They capture Sara and Oliver contacts John, who helps restore Sara's soul. Meanwhile, Darhk gives Quentin a new task to install a computer virus in a security company. Diggle goes along and sees his brother's name among the list of individuals being deleted by the virus. Later, Smoak and Holt learn that Palmer is still alive and Diggle learns that his brother was killed because he was a drug cartel leader.



	75
	6
	"Lost Souls"
	Antonio Negret
	Beth Schwartz & Emilio Ortega Aldrich
	November 11, 2015
	3J5806
	2.30[83]



	As Oliver works on his campaign, Felicity continues searching for Ray with the help of Curtis. Ray is able to send a new message, letting Felicity know that he survived the explosion because his suit successfully shrank him down to a small size, that he is being held prisoner, and where to find the schematics to build a device to return him to his normal size. In a second message, Felicity discovers that Darhk is the one imprisoning Ray, hoping to get the technology from his suit. The team tracks Darhk to his hideout and, with the device created by Curtis, they successfully save and restore Ray. Thea starts dating Alex while Quentin and Donna start their own date. Darhk orders tests a power source made from Ray's technology on a mystical board. Meanwhile, Sara struggles with the bloodlust and decides to leave Star City to gain control. In flashbacks, Reiter sends Oliver on a search for another ancient ruin that is supposed to yield a "gift" for Reiter. Conklin has a worker turn on Oliver, who kills him, giving the former the opportunity to question Oliver's motives.



	76
	7
	"Brotherhood"
	James Bamford
	Speed Weed & Keto Shimizu
	November 18, 2015
	3J5807
	2.69[84]



	While Ray refuses to return to Palmer Tech, H.I.V.E. destroy money meant for the city bank. John gives Oliver information that H.I.V.E. murdered his brother Andy because he was a criminal rival. Darhk tells Quentin about his knowledge of the latter's betrayal. The team heads to a lab, where they are attacked by Darhk's group and John discovers that Andy is still alive, working for H.I.V.E. John refuses to see Andy as anything more than a traitor, unworthy of saving. The team finds out that Darhk uses pills to control his operatives' minds, which could have been administered to Andy. They locate him and the rest of H.I.V.E, successfully extracting Andy with help from Ray and John, who confronts Andy with the documents, which Andy confirms. After an encounter with Darhk, Thea learns that his powers may help cure her bloodlust permanently after Darhk's failure to drain her lifeforce. In flashbacks, Conklin reveals that the worker Oliver killed was Taiana's brother, diverting accusation from the former. However, Reiter finds the truth by a mystical object and has Oliver whip Conklin as punishment. Oliver later convinces Taiana to help him find a map.



	77
	8
	"Legends of Yesterday"
	Thor Freudenthal
	Story by : Greg Berlanti & Marc Guggenheim

Teleplay by : Brian Ford Sullivan & Marc Guggenheim
	December 2, 2015
	3J5808
	3.66[85]



	
Malcolm orchestrates a meeting between Savage, Barry, and Oliver. Savage demands they turn over Kendra and Carter or he will destroy both Central City and Star City with the Staff of Horus. They devise a plan to deliver the pair as a ruse to get close enough to destroy the staff. The plan fails; Kendra and Carter are killed and Savage uses the staff to destroy everyone else in the city. Barry escapes and runs fast enough to go back in time to the point of the original negotiation. Barry informs Oliver of his time travel and the mistakes that led to their defeat. They change their approach to the plan and Barry is able to steal the staff. He and Oliver use it on Savage, burning his body. Afterward, Kendra and Carter decide to use their powers to help others in another city. Cisco gives her a tracking device. Meanwhile, Oliver learns about his son, William, and accepts Samantha's condition not to tell William or anyone else about the paternity in order to be able to see William. Malcolm collects Savage's ashes, repeating the words Savage said the first time he killed the pair.



This episode concludes a crossover that begins on The Flash season 2 episode 8[image: External link]. The two episodes also set up Legends of Tomorrow.




	78
	9
	"Dark Waters"
	John Behring
	Wendy Mericle & Ben Sokolowski
	December 9, 2015
	3J5809
	2.82[86]



	Oliver's campaign starts an initiative to clean up the Star City bay. Darhk sends a drone to the bay and begins shooting at the citizens helping, injuring several. In response, Oliver reveals Darhk to the media as the leader of H.I.V.E. and the Ghosts. In retaliation, Darhk crashes Oliver's campaign holiday party and kidnaps John, Felicity, and Thea. Oliver makes contact and agrees to exchange himself for them. Darhk tricks Oliver and attempts to kill them all in front of him. Malcolm, dressed as Green Arrow, and Laurel arrive and rescue everyone. Afterward, Oliver proposes to Felicity, who accepts. As they leave, Darhk's men shoot up Oliver's limo and hit Felicity while Darhk reunites with his wife and daughter. Meanwhile, H.I.V.E's plan, titled Genesis, is revealed to include mass growing of corn in a large field. In flashbacks, Oliver returns to the ship the Amazo and acquires the maps. However, Conklin finds Taiana alive and confronts Oliver.



	79
	10
	"Blood Debts"
	Jesse Warn[image: External link]
	Oscar Balderrama & Sarah Tarkoff
	January 20, 2016
	3J5810
	2.83[87]



	While Felicity goes under multiple surgeries, Oliver and the team continue searching for Darhk. Oliver turns to Quentin for information on Darhk's location, while John interrogates his brother Andy. They track down Darhk's location, but find only several dead Ghost soldiers and an anarchy symbol, deducing that Machin is back and out for revenge against Darhk. Machin is caught and Oliver interrogates him before freeing him to go after Darhk, tracking him in the process. Andy reveals Darhk's family house, where Machin goes too; the team arrives and saves Darhk's family, but Machin escapes. Darhk grants Oliver time to spend with his own family before Darhk can kill him. Meanwhile, Felicity is left paralyzed from being shot. John regains his relationship with Andy. Darhk's wife, Ruvé, is revealed to be his accomplice and H.I.V.E's plan is revealed to be destroying the world and rebuilding it. In flashbacks, Conklin presents his proof to Reiter, who allows the former to whip Oliver as punishment, until Reiter notices the spell on Oliver's abdomen. In exchange for Taiana's safety, Oliver agrees to help Reiter.



	80
	11
	"A.W.O.L."
	Charlotte Brandström
	Brian Ford Sullivan & Emilio Ortega Aldrich
	January 27, 2016
	3J5811
	2.78[88]



	Felicity returns home from the hospital, trying to figure out her place on the team now that she is a paraplegic. An A.R.G.U.S. agent seeks out John and Lyla for assistance, but is kidnapped before he can tell the pair anything. The pair goes to Waller, who secretly gives her a portable hard drive that reveals the operative was taken by an organization known as "Shadowspire". John recognizes the name and recounts first meeting the war profiteering group in Afghanistan. With Andy's help, the team tracks Shadowspire. Oliver pressures Felicity for help, who has started having hallucinations of her hacker past self. Shadowspire infiltrates A.R.G.U.S. looking for the access codes to a project known as "Rubicon", killing Waller when she refuses to help. Oliver and the team, with Felicity's assistance, enter A.R.G.U.S. and stop Shadowspire. Oliver vows to look for a way to cure Felicity's paralysis; and John takes Andy to his house. In flashbacks, Reiter is revealed as the leader of Shadowspire.



	81
	12
	"Unchained"
	Kevin Fair
	Speed Weed & Beth Schwartz
	February 3, 2016
	3J5812
	2.48[89]



	The team goes after a burglar and Oliver and Thea manage to corner him. He escapes when Thea loses consciousness. Malcolm reveals to Oliver that since she has not taken a life, the bloodlust is killing her. Oliver finds out that the burglar is Roy. They free Roy from the control of a man who goes by the name Calculator. Felicity tracks the Calculator through the web, who reveals he intends to shut down the entire city, killing everyone in the process. The team manages to stop the plan. Meanwhile, Ruve enters the mayoral race, Thea slips into a coma, the Calculator is revealed to be Felicity's father, Noah Kuttler. Roy decides to leave again. Nyssa escapes her cell in Nanda Parbat, visits Tatsu and somehow convinces her to give her Lotus, a cure for Thea's bloodlust. She demands Oliver to kill Malcolm in exchange for Lotus. In flashbacks, Reiter tortures Oliver for information on the maps he acquired. Oliver has a mystical meeting with the soul of Shado, who gives him a special stone. He reveals to Taiana that he killed her brother.



	82
	13
	"Sins of the Father"
	Gordon Verheul
	Ben Sokolowski & Keto Shimizu
	February 10, 2016
	3J5813
	2.44[90]



	Oliver refuses Nyssa's offer; instead, he manages to convince Malcolm to relinquish control of the League to Nyssa in exchange for the Lotus. At the exchange, Malcolm double-crosses Nyssa and a war starts between the two Assassin factions in Star City. Oliver convinces Malcolm to challenge Nyssa to a duel. Oliver uses ancient rules to trade places with Nyssa as her husband. The former bests Malcolm but, instead of killing him, cuts off the hand wearing the Demon's Head ring and exchanges the ring for the Lotus. However, Nyssa disbands the League and destroys the ring. Malcolm informs Darhk about Oliver's son, William. Meanwhile, Noah reveals to Felicity that he is the Calculator, claiming to have changed into a good person. She finds out that he is lying and turns him over to the police. In flashbacks, Taiana takes the stone from Oliver and gives it to Reiter, demanding her freedom, which Reiter refuses to do and tasks her to help Oliver recover. She later reconciles with him. Reiter informs Oliver that the stone led to the location of what he seeks; and they are going to "dig".



	83
	14
	"Code of Silence"
	James Bamford
	Wendy Mericle & Oscar Balderrama
	February 17, 2016
	3J5814
	2.44[91]



	Malcolm joins Darhk, Ruvé, and the other leaders of H.I.V.E. and it is revealed that they are moving on to "Phase 5" of their plan. Darhk sends a group of mercenaries, known as the Demolition Team, to take out Quentin, whom Laurel saves. With Curtis' help, Felicity realizes that the Demolition Team is planning to destroy the building of the mayoral debate between Oliver and Ruvé, leaving her alive as a sympathetic survivor. Oliver and his team stop the mercenaries in time for Oliver to win the debate. Oliver and Felicity become engaged and Curtis presents her a device that can cure her paralysis. Darhk kidnaps William. Meanwhile, Thea finds out about William and supports Oliver's decision to hide it from Felicity. Quentin tells Donna about his previous involvement with Darhk. In flashbacks, in order to gain the approval of the prisoners, Oliver kills Conklin, who reveals that Reiter plans to kill all the prisoners after he finds his "ultimate power".



	84
	15
	"Taken"
	Gregory Smith
	Story by : Marc Guggenheim

Teleplay by : Keto Shimizu & Brian Ford Sullivan
	February 24, 2016
	3J5815
	2.70[92]



	Darhk demands Oliver withdraw from the mayoral race in exchange for William. Oliver reveals the truth about William to the rest of the team while revealing his alter ego to Samantha. He asks a Detroit-based vigilante named Mari McCabe for help, as her powers are derived from magic. Mari tracks William's location; but they fail to rescue him. Oliver withdraws from the race while the team discovers the root of Darhk's powers and sets a plan to destroy his mystical idol. The plan works; Darhk is left powerless and arrested, while William is saved. They also discover that Malcolm was the one who kidnapped William. Later, Oliver sends William and his mother away for safety, planning to reveal the truth to William when he is 18. Felicity decides to break up with Oliver while she recovers her ability to walk. In flashbacks, a passage is discovered that leads to Reiter's "ultimate power" and the spell on Oliver's stomach allows him to pass unharmed.



	85
	16
	"Broken Hearts"
	John Showalter
	Rebecca Bellotto & Nolan Dunbar
	March 23, 2016
	3J5816
	2.09[93]



	Carrie Cutter returns to Star City and begins targeting high profile couples. While the team works to track her whereabouts and prevent any more killings, Laurel works on Darhk's prosecution. After several failed attempts to find a suitable witness, Quentin testifies to his involvement. The team discovers that Carrie is targeting couples that have recently been married. In order to draw her out, Oliver convinces Felicity to stage a "secret" wedding with him to set themselves up as targets, intentionally leaking the information to the media. The plan works and Carrie attacks Oliver and Felicity at the ceremony. Felicity distracts her long enough for Diggle and Thea to apprehend her. Darhk's bail is denied and is remanded into custody. Quentin is suspended pending an investigation, while Felicity quits the team for good. In custody, Darhk is shown wearing a mystical ring he secretly carried inside. In flashbacks, Oliver leads Reiter to a mystical idol, but steals it and runs off into the tunnels with Taiana. The pair incapacitate two mercenaries and acquire their guns.



	86
	17
	"Beacon of Hope"
	Michael Schultz[image: External link]
	Ben Sokolowski & Brian Ford Sullivan
	March 30, 2016
	3J5817
	2.34[94]



	Brie Larvan orchestrates her release from prison and travels to Star City in search of the bio-mechanical chip that helps Felicity walk. Brie attacks Palmer Tech, holding the board hostage until Felicity turns herself over. Curtis tracks down Oliver's hideout, discovering his secret in the process, so that he can offer his help to the team to save Felicity, Donna, and Thea. Oliver is stung by one of Brie's robotic bees. Curtis realizes the sting actually implanted a bee within Oliver that is replicating itself. Laurel uses her Canary Cry to save Oliver. Felicity is able to evacuate the board members, while Brie reveals she is after the chip because she has a tumor that is going to leave her paralyzed. Curtis develops a virus to shut down the bees and uses them to stop Brie. Meanwhile, Malcolm visits Darhk and informs him that H.I.V.E. is proceeding with "Genesis" without the latter, who later gains the loyalty of Michael Amar. Andy is revealed to be still allegiant to Darhk. In flashbacks, Oliver engages Reiter, whose powers from the idol dwindle; and the latter escapes into the tunnels to recover it. Oliver and Taiana decide to save the prisoners instead.



	87
	18
	"Eleven-Fifty-Nine"
	Rob Hardy
	Marc Guggenheim & Keto Shimizu
	April 6, 2016
	3J5818
	2.24[95]



	Andy tells John that he was approached by Malcolm about a plan to break Darhk out of prison. Oliver and John foil H.I.V.E.'s plan, but it turns out to be a ruse designed to let Malcolm and his loyal Assassins invade the bunker and steal Darhk's idol. Malcolm delivers the idol to Darhk, who finds out that it is incomplete. John reveals to Andy that he personally hid the missing piece in another location. Oliver becomes suspicious of Andy. Darhk and Amar orchestrate a prison riot and the team sets out to stop him with Andy joining them. However, when the team reaches Darhk, Andy turns on them and gives Darhk the missing piece to his idol. With his powers restored, Darhk subdues the team and stabs Laurel before escaping with Malcolm, Andy, and tens of other inmates. Laurel later dies at the hospital. In flashbacks, Oliver and Taiana help the prisoners escape and set off a bomb to bury Reiter in the tunnels. Reiter kills his two accompanying mercenaries in order to survive by the idol.



	88
	19
	"Canary Cry"
	Laura Belsey
	Wendy Mericle & Beth Schwartz
	April 27, 2016
	3J5819
	2.27[96]



	As the team, including the rejoined Felicity, mourns Laurel's death and tries to determine their next move against Darhk, another woman posing as the Black Canary appears in Star City. She turns out to be Evelyn Sharp, the daughter of H.I.V.E. prisoners who were left behind after Oliver saved his team when they were kidnapped by Darhk previously. John, angry at being betrayed by Andy, goes after Ruvé, the new mayor; but Oliver intervenes. Ruvé issues arrest warrants for all vigilantes. Sharp goes after Ruvé publicly, but Oliver is able to dissuade her from killing Ruvé. Meanwhile, Quentin starts looking for ways to revive Laurel; but Oliver manages to dissuade him. At Laurel's funeral, Oliver reveals her as the Black Canary to preserve her image with the city. Afterwards, Oliver vows to find a way to defeat and kill Darhk. In flashbacks, Oliver and Laurel struggle to come to terms with Tommy Merlyn's death. In the end, Oliver leaves Laurel to cope on her own and returns to Lian Yu.



	89
	20
	"Genesis"
	Gregory Smith
	Oscar Balderrama & Emilio Ortega Aldrich
	May 4, 2016
	3J5820
	2.07[97]



	Darhk returns to H.I.V.E. and kills two of the board members before renewing his plans for "Genesis". Oliver and Felicity go to Hub City and meet an immortal shaman, Fortuna, who starts educating Oliver about dark magic. After a mystical ritual, Fortuna tells Oliver that the darkness inside him is too strong to channel the light. In Star City, John locates Andy, but is captured after a brief shootout. Andy puts a tracking device on him, then allows John to escape so that Darhk and his team can go after John and Lyla and steal "Rubicon", the key to the world's nuclear weapons. Oliver manages to stop Darhk by channeling the power of light, nullifying Darhk's powers and forcing him to retreat. John kills Andy. Meanwhile, Thea and Alex, who is working for Ruve now, go to an unknown city for vacation. She soon realizes that the city is atypical and finds out that Alex is using Darhk's mind control pills. She is subdued by Darhk's operatives and the city is revealed to be under Star City. The team realizes that Darhk plans to detonate nuclear weapons and build a new world over the ashes.



	90
	21
	"Monument Point"
	Kevin Tancharoen
	Speed Weed & Jenny Lynn
	May 11, 2016
	3J5821
	2.16[98]



	Darhk begins taking control of the world's nuclear missiles. The team seeks out Noah to help disable Rubicon. Darhk sends Danny Brickwell and Amar to find and kill Noah, but Oliver and his team are able to rescue him. Noah agrees to help, but it requires a high-powered processor from Palmer Tech. Felicity learns she has been fired as CEO and is unable to get the processor, forcing the team to break in and steal it. H.I.V.E. locates the team when Noah hacks into Rubicon. As H.I.V.E. attacks, Felicity and Noah shut down Rubicon and stop all the missiles but one, which launches and heads to Monument Point. Felicity only manages to redirect it to Havenrock, reducing the casualties to tens of thousands. Oliver and Diggle find Darhk in the Star City nexus chamber, gathering more power from all the deaths caused by the explosion. Meanwhile in the underground city, Malcolm tells Thea it is designed to protect Darhk and his chosen people from the nuclear apocalypse. Lonnie attacks the city and kills Alex. In flashbacks, Reiter escapes the cave-in, but Oliver and Taiana steal the idol back. The idol then begins to affect Taiana.



	91
	22
	"Lost in the Flood"
	Glen Winter
	Brian Ford Sullivan & Oscar Balderrama
	May 18, 2016
	3J5822
	1.94[99]



	His power grown exponentially, Darhk attempts to reactivate "Rubicon" with the help of Felicity's former boyfriend, Cooper, and launch the remaining missiles. However, Noah, Felicity, and Curtis successfully shut down "Rubicon" for good. Meanwhile, Oliver and Diggle discover the underground town and track Thea's whereabouts. Malcolm uses a mind-controlling drug on her which makes her turn on Oliver, but Oliver manages to talk her back to reality. Just then, Machin takes over H.I.V.E.'s command center and threatens to destroy Darhk's town. Oliver, Diggle, and Thea intercede, but the main power source gets ruptured and explodes, destroying the city. The town is evacuated and Machin escapes, but not before killing Ruvé. Donna convinces Noah to leave and never come back. Darhk decides to use "Rubicon" to destroy the whole Earth and shows up at Oliver's home, where Felicity, Donna, and Curtis are. In flashbacks, the idol begins to slowly corrupt Taiana, feeding her ever more power from each soldier she and Oliver kill. Oliver takes the idol and tries to talk her down, but Reiter suddenly arrives and confronts them both.



	92
	23
	"Schism"
	John Behring
	Story by : Greg Berlanti

Teleplay by : Wendy Mericle & Marc Guggenheim
	May 25, 2016
	3J5823
	2.19[100]



	Darhk steals the laptop keeping him locked out of "Rubicon" and launches over 15,000 nuclear missiles, giving the team two hours to prevent worldwide annihilation. With Star City citizens rioting, Oliver addresses everyone directly, inspiring hope in them to stay strong, while Felicity and Curtis divert the missile aimed at Star City. Oliver goes after Darhk, while Felicity, Merlyn, and Thea track down "Rubicon". Felicity convinces Cooper to stop helping Darhk, at the cost of his life. Curtis devises a means to stop the missiles. Oliver is able to nullify Darhk's powers with the hope he inspired throughout the city. While the citizens of Star City take on Darhk's remaining men, Oliver duels and kills Darhk. Afterward, Thea, Diggle and Lance, who gets fired from SCPD, leave the team for new lives, and the city council appoints Oliver as the interim mayor. In flashbacks, Oliver and Taiana manage to kill Reiter. She then convinces him to kill her when she is unable to escape the darkness within. Oliver radios Waller to rescue the rest of the prisoners and keep the idol safe, intending to go to Russia to meet Taiana's family as he promised.
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	93
	1
	"Legacy"
	James Bamford
	Story by : Greg Berlanti

Teleplay by : Marc Guggenheim & Wendy Mericle
	October 5, 2016
	T27.13201
	1.87[102]



	Five months after the death of Damien Darhk, Oliver is distracted from his new duties as mayor due to continuing as Green Arrow alone, his old team members having gone their separate ways. He is encouraged by Felicity to build a new team by recruiting the amateur vigilantes now working in Star City, like Rene Ramirez.[101] A new criminal crew appears, headed by Tobias Church, and kidnaps Mayor Queen in a bid to draw out and kill the Green Arrow, thereby taking over the city. He is rescued by Speedy, but she permanently quits the team after seeing that Oliver is again willing to kill. Church escapes from the Green Arrow and a team of several police officers, then later unites all the organized crime cartels and street gangs under his leadership. Oliver finally agrees to form a new team and includes Curtis at the latter's request. Elsewhere, a mysterious hooded figure in black kills a policeman in cold blood. In a flashback, Oliver encounters his old friend Anatoli Knyazev in Russia. Anatoli agrees to help him kill Konstantin Kovar, the tyrant running Taiana's village, by initiating him to the Bratva, the only group that can possibly defeat Kovar.



	94
	2
	"The Recruits"
	James Bamford
	Speed Weed & Beth Schwartz[image: External link]
	October 12, 2016
	T27.13202
	1.94[103]



	Green Arrow recruits Rene, Evelyn Sharp, and Curtis and begins training them using an exercise from his Bratva initiation, revealed through flashbacks. As mayor, Oliver arranges to have AmerTek provide free medical care for Star City's disenfranchised at a special clinic. A new metahuman, "Ragman", appears and starts attacking AmerTek executives. The recruits leave Green Arrow because they do not trust him. Thea discovers that AmerTek CEO Janet Carroll is working with Church and Felicity learns that it was AmerTek's nuclear missiles that Damien Darhk used to try and destroy the world. Ragman and Green Arrow stop an arms buy between Carroll and Church. Ragman later reveals that he was the only survivor of the Haven Rock bombing. Green Arrow convinces him to put aside vengeance and join his team. Later, Oliver reveals his identity to the other recruits as a sign of trust and they agree to rejoin the team. Thea decides to appoint Quentin as Deputy Mayor. Church is attacked by the mysterious archer who calls himself "Prometheus", who wants to personally kill Green Arrow. Meanwhile, Diggle, back in the Army[image: External link] and on a covert operation, is ambushed by his superior, who plans to sell a nuclear trigger and frame Diggle.



	95
	3
	"A Matter of Trust"
	Gregory Smith
	Ben Sokolowski[image: External link] & Emilio Ortega Aldrich
	October 19, 2016
	T27.13203
	1.79[104]



	Green Arrow investigates a new drug, "Stardust", but still believes his team is not ready for the streets. While he is being informed about Prometheus, Rene and Evelyn secretly raid Stardust dealer Derek Sampson's warehouse. The raid goes wrong and Sampson ends up with superhuman strength and an inability to feel pain. Oliver learns what happened from District Attorney Adrian Chase, convincing him that he still cannot trust his recruits. Felicity advises him to accept the recruits as they are and Green Arrow finally uses his new team to stop Sampson from creating more superhumans. Oliver also publicly endorses Thea's decision to appoint Quentin as Deputy Mayor after negative news stories almost cause her to resign. Felicity admits to Rory, the Ragman, that she was the one responsible for Haven Rock. Diggle is incarcerated and hallucinates Floyd Lawton as his cellmate due to guilt over killing his brother. Afterward, he tells Lyla that he will not fight the charges against him, so she asks Oliver to help her break Diggle out of prison. Flashbacks focus on Anatoli teaching Oliver the need to trust his brothers in the Bratva.



	96
	4
	"Penance"
	Dermott Downs
	Brian Ford Sullivan[image: External link] & Oscar Balderrama[image: External link]
	October 26, 2016
	T27.13204
	1.87[105]



	Oliver's team captures an associate of Church's and delivers him and his loot to the SCPD. Afterward, Rory formally leaves the team, saying that he cannot work with Felicity. Oliver leaves Star City to help Lyla break Diggle out of prison over Felicity and the team's objections. Quentin and Adrian personally deliver the evidence to the SCPD, which turns out to be a disguised bomb. The explosion allows Church's group to break in and steal weapons from evidence. Oliver infiltrates a federal prison and locates Diggle, who agrees to escape to safeguard Oliver. Oliver takes him and Lyla to a H.I.V.E. safe house. Felicity attempts to reconcile matters with Rory. She and the team determine that Church is planning an assault on the SCPD's anti-crime unit, where Adrian is interrogating Church's man. Rory rejoins the team and they help everyone inside escape the attack. However, Curtis is injured and Church captures Rene, intending to torture him to death. Oliver returns and vows to rescue Rene, while Adrian decides to trust the vigilantes' motives. In flashbacks, Anatoli tasks Oliver with gaining information from, and then killing, an associate of Kovar. Oliver completes the assignment and Anatoli welcomes him into the Bratva.



	97
	5
	"Human Target"
	Laura Belsey
	Oscar Balderrama & Sarah Tarkoff
	November 2, 2016
	T27.13205
	1.61[106]



	Oliver rescues Rene, who tells him that he gave up Green Arrow's true identity to Church. Church plans to kill Oliver as the Mayor instead of as the vigilante. Diggle rejoins the team and suggests that bodyguard Christopher Chance, the "Human Target", could be able to help them. Christopher impersonates Oliver at City Hall and fakes the Mayor's death when Church's mercenary attacks. The team realizes that Church plans to consolidate the drug traffic of five cities through Star City, needing Green Arrow eliminated for his plan to succeed. Oliver and his team, joined by Diggle and Christopher, raid Church's meeting and capture him along with several other crime lords. Oliver publicly claims that his faked death was part of a sting operation. Prometheus kills Church during transport, despite Church telling him Green Arrow's identity. Television reporter Susan Williams obtains evidence that Oliver was in Russia during the time he was supposedly stranded on the island. Meanwhile, Oliver finds out that Felicity is dating Billy Malone, a police detective recently assigned to the Anti-Crime Unit. In flashbacks, Oliver is ambushed by other Bratva members. However, the men are killed by Christopher, whom Anatoli had hired to protect Oliver.



	98
	6
	"So It Begins"
	John Behring
	Wendy Mericle & Brian Ford Sullivan
	November 9, 2016
	T27.13206
	1.95[107]



	Oliver, Diggle, and Felicity privately track Prometheus, who starts killing seemingly random civilians with throwing stars. A news report on the killings causes tension in the city and angers the recruits, since they were not informed. Felicity steals one of the stars from Billy to examine it. A pattern between the victims relates to Oliver's list from when he first started out as the Hood. This further angers the recruits, Evelyn most of all, as they did not know about Oliver's "kill list" from when he initially returned. Felicity uses the pattern to predict future victims and the team splits up. Evelyn encounters Prometheus and engages him, managing to cut his arm before being overpowered. Oliver then arrives, but Prometheus escapes. Meanwhile, Thea discovers that Quentin never quit drinking. Evelyn reconciles with Oliver and Felicity tells Billy that she works with the Green Arrow, which intrigues him. She later tells Oliver that evidence she has discovered suggests that Prometheus could be an SCPD officer; Quentin is shown waking from an alcohol-induced sleep with a slash across his arm and a throwing star in his possession. In flashbacks, during a Bratva operation, Oliver is abducted by Kovar's men and taken to him.



	99
	7
	"Vigilante"
	Gordon Verheul
	Ben Sokolowski & Emilio Ortega Aldrich
	November 16, 2016
	T27.13207
	1.86[108]



	A new vigilante appears in Star City, one who kills criminals in cold blood. Quentin tenders his resignation as Deputy Mayor. He later tells Thea about the throwing star and his drunken blackouts, but believes he is being set up. The team intercepts the Vigilante during a bank robbery, but he gets away, as does Eric Dunn, the head of the robbers. D.A. Chase forces one of the other robbers to reveal Dunn's location and Green Arrow saves him from the Vigilante. Thea convinces Quentin to go into rehabilitation, while Oliver and Susan start getting closer. The team poses as bank robbers to lure out the Vigilante, who again escapes even after Oliver defeats and nearly unmasks him. Thea tells Oliver about Quentin and the possibility of his being framed; they deduce that Prometheus must know Green Arrow's identity. Evelyn is revealed to be working for Prometheus. In flashbacks, Kovar introduces Oliver to his servant Galina, Taiana's mother. He also claims that the Bratva have only been using Oliver for their own ends, including making a deal with him. Kovar then releases Oliver back to the Bratva.



	100
	8
	"Invasion!"
	James Bamford
	Story by : Greg Berlanti

Teleplay by : Marc Guggenheim & Wendy Mericle
	November 30, 2016
	T27.13208
	3.55[109]



	
Oliver finds himself back at Queen Manor; both his parents are alive, he is about to be married to Laurel Lance, and Diggle is the Hood. However, it is revealed that he, Diggle, Thea, Sara, and Ray are all being held unconscious inside pods aboard the Dominator mothership. Meanwhile, Felicity, Curtis, and Cisco Ramon try to hack into the Dominators' mainframe using a piece of their technology. The team recovers a necessary device with the help of the Flash and Supergirl and manages to locate the others. Oliver begins seeing flashes of his former life, as do Sara and Ray. All five captives soon realize that they are inside a shared hallucination. Their escape attempt is blocked by manifestations of Malcolm Merlyn, Deathstroke, Damien Darhk, and their mercenaries. The group defeats all of them, then leaves the dream and awakens inside the ship. Escaping in a shuttle, they are rescued by the Waverider. Ray deduces that the Dominators were gathering information from their minds to help them complete a special "weapon," using the hallucination as a distraction. The team learns that the Dominator mothership is headed toward Earth.



This episode continues a crossover that begins on The Flash season 3 episode 8[image: External link] and concludes on Legends of Tomorrow season 2 episode 7[image: External link].



	101
	9
	"What We Leave Behind"
	Antonio Negret
	Wendy Mericle & Beth Schwartz
	December 7, 2016
	T27.13209
	1.94[110]



	Prometheus obtains further intel about the team from Evelyn. He then attacks and hospitalizes Curtis, injecting him with a tuberculosis vaccine developed by Justin Claybourne, a corrupt pharmaceutical manufacturer named on Oliver's former kill list. Flashbacks show that Oliver killed Claybourne after discovering that he financed a TB epidemic, then raised the price on his drug to boost his company's profits. When the team tracks down Prometheus, Evelyn reveals her true allegiance and escapes with Prometheus. Investigating Prometheus on his own, Billy sends information he discovers to Felicity just before the villain captures him. The information turns out to be about Claybourne's illegitimate son, who may now be seeking retribution. Oliver deduces that Prometheus is at the former office building of the corporation that created the epidemic and goes there alone. He finds that Prometheus has staged it to resemble Oliver's prior attack. Oliver kills Prometheus, only to discover he has actually killed a gagged Billy, whom the real Prometheus set up as himself to trick Oliver. Curtis' husband Paul leaves him after discovering Curtis is a vigilante; Felicity mourns Billy's death; Diggle is recaptured; Oliver finds what seems to be Laurel Lance[image: External link] alive and well inside the lair.



	102
	10
	"Who Are You?"
	Gregory Smith
	Ben Sokolowski & Brian Ford Sullivan
	January 25, 2017
	T27.13210
	1.68[111]



	Oliver welcomes the seemingly-revived Laurel into the team, but it becomes clear that she is Laurel's Earth-2 doppelganger, having been broken out of S.T.A.R. Labs by Prometheus. Laurel escapes and calls Oliver for an meeting, which ends in her capture. Learning about Paul, Rene convinces Curtis to focus on his capabilities, not his flaws. Oliver places Laurel in an A.R.G.U.S. facility, hoping to change her one day. Oliver reveals his plans to follow their Laurel's dying wish, to find a new Black Canary. In a bar in Hub City, a woman with a sonic scream stops an attempted assault in a bar. Meanwhile, Oliver convinces Adrian to represent John. The latter's corrupt superior, General Walker, arrives to transfer him into custody, but Adrian manages to keep John in his jurisdiction. In flashbacks, Gregor, the Bratva traitor, attempts to force Oliver's obedience, but the latter is rescued by a female archer named Talia.



	103
	11
	"Second Chances"
	Mark Bunting
	Speed Weed & Sarah Tarkoff
	February 1, 2017
	T27.13211
	1.91[112]



	During the S.T.A.R. Labs incident, CCPD undercover officer Tina Boland develops a sonic scream after watching her partner die at the hands of drug dealer Sean Sonus. In the present day, Adrian tells Oliver that the NSA had been investigating Walker, but its file has disappeared. While Felicity tries to locate it, Oliver takes Rene and Curtis to Hub City to recruit Tina. She initially refuses to join, but the team intercepts her attacking Sonus, who is also a metahuman with sonic powers. Sonus escapes and Oliver reveals his identity to convince Tina to let him help her. Oliver's team helps her defeat the dealers during a shipment, but Oliver fails to dissuade her from killing Sonus. Meanwhile, Felicity meets with a hacktivist whom she inspired during her college days and receives the file against Walker along with a cache of other secret information. With the file, Adrian manages to get John released. Tina meets Oliver and agrees to join the team, revealing that her real name is Dinah Drake. In flashbacks, Talia helps Oliver kill an important associate of Kovar's. She also urges Oliver to become the avenger his father wanted him to be for Starling City.



	104
	12
	"Bratva"
	Ben Bray
	Oscar Balderrama & Emilio Ortega Aldrich
	February 8, 2017
	T27.13212
	1.61[113]



	In flashbacks, Oliver and Talia kill an illegal drug merchant from Robert Queen's list. Talia again presses Oliver to return home, but he chooses instead to help Anatoli kill Gregor. In the present, the team learns that Walker is in Russia for a deal with Markovian terrorists. Oliver takes everyone except Rene, who is tasked to help Quentin with his interview with Susan. Anatoli refuses to help Oliver unless he does something criminal in return, which Oliver initially refuses. After Felicity blackmails a Russian analyst, the team manages to capture Walker's henchman, whom John tortures, but to no avail. In order to prevent John and Felicity from acting against their own morals, Oliver accepts Anatoli's terms and attacks a rival with Dinah's assistance. Team Arrow and the Bratva intercept Walker's deal; and John decides to spare Walker, who is arrested by the Military Police, while Rory uses his rags to contain the nuclear blast. Upon returning, Oliver sleeps with Susan, who later stealthily deduces his alter-ego after learning about a similar hooded vigilante in Russia five years prior through her source. Rory tells Felicity that his rags do not function anymore, and he needs to leave temporarily. Meanwhile, with Rene's help, Quentin's interview is successful, and they become friends.



	105
	13
	"Spectre of the Gun"
	Kristin Windell
	Marc Guggenheim
	February 15, 2017
	T27.13213
	1.66[114]



	Sixteen months ago, Rene watched his wife, an addict, being killed by a dealer in front of the former's daughter, Zoe, who was transferred to foster care, and Rene was prohibited from seeing her. He was inspired by the Green Arrow killing Darhk and saving Star City, deciding to start his vigilantism. In the present, Rene now works for Quentin as his assistant. An armed man attacks the city hall and kills and wounds several staff members. Felicity identifies the shooter as James Edlund, a former clerk and a gun control proponent who lost his family in a shootout months ago. Thea and Quentin encourage Oliver to deal with the situation as the mayor, not the vigilante. The latter decides to work with the city council for a gun control act. Rene and Curtis locate Edlund's hideout and find his next target, where Oliver confronts Edlund as the mayor and dissuades him from killing anyone, convincing him to surrender. Oliver reaches to an agreement with the council over the act. Curtis promises Rene to help him get to Zoe legally. Meanwhile, John convinces Dinah to return to normal life. She enlists in the SCPD.



	106
	14
	"The Sin-Eater"
	Mary Lambert
	Barbara Bloom & Jenny Lynn
	February 22, 2017
	T27.13214
	1.54[115]



	Oliver meets Prometheus's alleged mother, who refuses to help him. During a prison transfer, Chien, Carrie, and Warner kill the guards and escape. Oliver appoints Dinah as an SCPD officer. Pike receives evidence that the Green Arrow killed Malone, and he orders a manhunt. Oliver and Quentin track down the trio, who escape due to the intervention of the ACU. Oliver surmises that Prometheus is responsible for sending the evidence. Susan confronts Oliver for being the vigilante, which he denies. Thea discredits her by having Felicity hack Susan's files and insert proof that she committed plagiarism. Susan gets angry with Oliver, who confronts Thea. He reveals the cover-up of Malone's death to Pike. The team intercepts the trio stealing money from a stash left by Church, and are ambushed by their mercenaries. The ACU arrives and arrests the trio, allowing Team Arrow to leave. Quentin gives Dinah his blessing to assume the Black Canary identity. Word of the cover-up is later leaked to the media, which could lead to Oliver's impeachment. In flashbacks, Oliver and Anatoli engage Gregor's men. Gregor prepares to kill Anatoli.



	107
	15
	"Fighting Fire with Fire"
	Michael Schultz[image: External link]
	Speed Weed & Ben Sokolowski
	March 1, 2017
	T27.13215
	1.60[116]



	Oliver's impeachment process begins, with Adrian serving as his attorney. The Vigilante starts targeting the former, but is opposed by Prometheus, who is revealed to be Adrian. Using Pandora, Felicity and Thea learn about a secret that can be used to blackmail an alderman. Oliver and John dissuade them from using the method. Using a piece of the Vigilante's suit, Curtis manages to track his location, where he plans to kill Oliver, who publicly disavows the Green Arrow as a "cop killer", stating his motive for the cover-up as to protect the people from losing hope. The Vigilante escapes. The council votes against impeachment. However, Thea resigns from Oliver's administration in order to work on her morality. Paul decides to divorce Curtis. Susan gets her job back due to Felicity's anonymous testimony. Felicity then secretly joins Helix. Adrian aggressively demands Susan to listen to his story. In flashbacks, Anatoli demands a "spross dopross", a process to depose the Pakhan. Oliver infiltrates Kovar's mansion and acquires evidence that Gregor has been embezzling the Bratva's money. The majority of the captains vote for Anatoli; but Gregor starts a mutiny.



	108
	16
	"Checkmate"
	Ken Shane
	Beth Schwartz & Sarah Tarkoff
	March 15, 2017
	T27.13216
	1.53[117]



	Oliver meets Talia, who reveals herself to be Ra's al Ghul's daughter. She tells Oliver that she hates him for killing her father and that she helped Adrian become Prometheus. Oliver confronts Adrian, who says that he has kidnapped Williams, who will starve if Oliver kills him. The Green Arrow breaks into Adrian's house and tries to reason with Adrian's wife, Doris, before the ACU storms in, forcing him to escape. Felicity agrees to hack Department of Homeland Security drones for Helix, which finds Williams' location in exchange. Oliver's team enters the building, finding and rescuing William before Oliver confronts Adrian. Diggle brings Doris, who attempts to convince Adrian to surrender, only for him to mortally stab her. Oliver engages Adrian while the others take Williams and Doris away. Talia arrives and helps Adrian overpower and abduct Oliver. Adrian tells Oliver that he plans to help Oliver learn who he really is. Meanwhile, Adrian continues acting normally in City Hall, angering the team. In flashbacks, most of the Bratva captains are killed in the shootout before Gregor escapes. Oliver and Knyazev attack Gregor during his meeting with his loyal members and kill him.



	109
	17
	"Kapiushon"
	Kevin Tancharoen
	Brian Ford Sullivan & Emilio Ortega Aldrich
	March 22, 2017
	T27.13217
	1.38[118]



	In flashbacks, Anatoli becomes the new Pakhan. Kovar buys Sarin gas from Malcolm. Anatoli learns that Kovar is planning a coup against the Russian government. By torturing an operative of Kovar, Oliver learns that Kovar has invited key government officials to his casino, where he plans to assassinate all of them by the gas. Oliver convinces Galina, Taiana's mother to give him her key card to the casino. Oliver and the Bratva infiltrate the casino, where Kovar learns about Galina's betrayal and kills her, angering Oliver, who fails to stop the spread of the gas in time, leading to Viktor's death. Anatoli fails to persuade Oliver from killing Kovar. The former appoints him as a Bratva captain. Malcolm helps Kovar's operatives revive him. In the present, Adrian continues torturing Oliver to make him confess a "secret". The former brings a seemingly reluctant Evelyn, apparently killing her after Oliver refuses to do it. Oliver reveals that he killed people because he liked it, which Adrian wanted to hear. Evelyn is revealed to be alive and still assisting Adrian. Adrian lets Oliver go, and he returns to the hideout and tells the team about his decision to end his vigilantism.



	110
	18
	"Disbanded"
	JJ Makaro
	Rebecca Bellotto
	March 29, 2017
	T27.13218
	1.55[119]



	With Chase having broken him, Oliver disbands Team Arrow and calls in the Bratva to take out Chase. Diggle tries to talk Oliver out of it, reminding him that there are better ways of doing things. Felicity goes to Helix and manages to find pixelated footage of Chase taking off his Prometheus mask. Oliver allows the Bratva to steal diabetes medicine, before they are stopped by Team Arrow. Diggle eventually tells Oliver they can fix him, if he asks for help. Oliver rejoins Team Arrow, taking out the Bratva and saving hostages that Anatoli had taken as leverage. Felicity and Curtis manage to decode Chase's device, revealing Chase as Prometheus to the police. Oliver claims he's not ready to put the hood back on yet, but with his team, it will be sooner rather than later. When his guards try to arrest Chase, Chase kills them and leaves his safe house. In flashbacks, Oliver plans to return to Lian Yu, so Anatoli plans one last heist to help sick children, hoping to convince Oliver to stay, but Oliver decides to still return to Lian Yu, so he can stage his dramatic return to Starling City.



	111
	19
	"Dangerous Liaisons"
	Joel Novoa
	Speed Weed & Elizabeth Kim
	April 26, 2017
	T27.13219
	1.36[120]



	With law enforcement agencies unable to locate Chase, Felicity agrees to Alena's plan to free former Helix leader Cayden James, who has created a biometric tracker that can find anyone, but who is currently in A.R.G.U.S. custody without due process. Lyla plans to use James as bait to destroy Helix but Alena, having already anticipated it, finds James' true location and leads her team, including Felicity, to the rescue. They are interrupted by Team Arrow; but Felicity forces them to allow Helix to escape with James. Helix end their connection to Felicity, but provide her with James' scanner, which she uses to learn that Chase is already in the team hideout, starting an assault. Meanwhile, Quentin confronts Rene for not visiting Zoe, though legally possible. Rene believes himself to be an unsuitable father. However, Quentin organizes a visit, making Rene decide to fight for reclaiming Zoe. John confronts Lyla for her moral ambiguity, which led to their divorce previously.



	112
	20
	"Underneath"
	Wendey Stanzler
	Wendy Mericle & Beth Schwartz
	May 3, 2017
	T27.13220
	1.36[121]



	Chase triggers an EMP within the team hideout, deactivating all the equipment, stranding Oliver and Felicity and rendering her paralysed. Curtis learns about the attack, informing Rene and Dinah. Diggle and Lyla agree to put their problems aside when they hear about Oliver and Felicity. The team soon realizes that after a period of time, a backup generator will activate, igniting the methane gas leaking into the base. Oliver is injured trying to find a way out. Eventually, Diggle is lowered down an access shaft by the others' help and manages to pull up Oliver and Felicity. Team Arrow takes refuge at A.R.G.U.S., where Diggle and Lyla reconcile. Later, Chase is revealed to have tracked down Oliver's son, William. In flashbacks to the period after Damien's death, Oliver, Felicity, and Curtis continue working together. Curtis arranges to have Oliver and Felicity spend time together, leading to having sex in the lair, but she decides that she is not ready to get back together with Oliver, who accepts it.



	113
	21
	"Honor Thy Fathers"
	Laura Belsey
	Marc Guggenheim & Sarah Tarkoff
	May 10, 2017
	T27.13221
	1.65[122]



	Chase's prosecutions are discredited and most of the convicts, including Sampson, are released on bail. Oliver is sent a body, identified as Henry Goodwin. While Curtis and Dinah track Sampson, the others investigate Goodwin, who is revealed to have been killed by Robert, shocking Thea and Oliver. Team Arrow deduces that Chase and Sampson are working together to release Claybourne's weaponized tuberculosis in Star City. With Oliver wearing the Green Arrow costume again, they track the bomb and engage Sampson's party while Oliver duels Chase. Sampson is captured as Curtis defuses the bomb. Oliver reveals that Claybourne planned to disown Chase due to the Chase's mental condition. Disillusioned, Chase asks Oliver to kill him, but Oliver arrests him instead. Oliver gives Thea a video of Robert asking her to look after Oliver. Meanwhile, Rene refuses to testify in court so as not to upset Zoe, leading to the judge dismissing his claim. In flashbacks, Oliver and Anatoli return to Lian Yu, where they arrange for Oliver's return to Starling City. Anatoli leaves to bribe the boatmen to sail towards the island, where Oliver is captured by Kovar, who knows about Oliver's plan.



	114
	22
	"Missing"
	Mairzee Almas
	Speed Weed & Oscar Balderrama
	May 17, 2017
	T27.13222
	1.44[123]



	The team holds a birthday party for Oliver, but Rene, Dinah and Curtis are later kidnapped by Chase's outside team. Realizing that Chase is picking them off after Thea and Quentin are kidnapped by Black Siren and Evelyn, Oliver accepts Malcolm's aid to help him kidnap Chase. However, Chase reveals he has kidnapped William; and Oliver is forced to free him. Felicity and Diggle are also kidnapped by Talia and the League of Assassins, and Oliver recruits Nyssa to help him fight Chase's army. Tracking a plane carrying Chase, they realize they are going to Lian Yu. Arriving on the island, Oliver visits Slade and asks his help. In flashbacks, Kovar injects a drug into Oliver that forces him to suffer flashbacks to times he killed or watched others die over the last five years. After enduring hallucinations of Yao Fei and Laurel, Oliver eventually finds the strength to escape.



	115
	23
	"Lian Yu"
	Jesse Warn[image: External link]
	Wendy Mericle & Marc Guggenheim
	May 24, 2017
	T27.13223
	1.72[124]



	Oliver recruits Slade, who no longer hates him due to the Mirakuru completely out of his system. Harkness is revealed to be allegiant to Chase. Oliver's party frees Felicity, Thea, Curtis and Samantha, locking Evelyn. Oliver tasks Malcolm to take Felicity's party to Chase's plane in order to escape Lian Yu. His party manages to free John, Rene, Dinah and Quentin, who knocks Black Siren unconscious while Nyssa defeats Talia. Meanwhile, Thea sets foot on a landmine. Malcolm quickly takes her place and tells the others to escape, using the mine to seemingly kill himself and Harkness when he arrives. Felicity's party reaches the plane, but learns that the whole island is rigged with C4, which will explode upon Chase's death. Oliver tasks John to lead the others to Felicity's party and escape while the former captures Chase on a boat and frees William, who has learned his relation to Oliver and discovers that his father is the Green Arrow. The plane is revealed to have been sabotaged by Chase. Oliver tells the others to run to a ship on the eastern shore. Chase kills himself, with the island completely exploding, and the others' fates unknown as Oliver and William watch in horror despite being with each other. In flashbacks, Oliver kills Kovar and his men, reaching the boat in time and calling Moira.
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 Home media






	Season
	DVD release dates
	Blu-ray release dates



	Region 1[image: External link]
	Region 2[image: External link]
	Region 4[image: External link]
	Region A[image: External link]
	Region B[image: External link]



	1
	September 17, 2013[125]
	September 23, 2013[126]
	October 2, 2013[127]
	September 17, 2013[125]
	September 23, 2013[128]



	2
	September 16, 2014[129]
	September 22, 2014[130]
	December 3, 2014[131]
	September 16, 2014[129]
	September 22, 2014[132]



	3
	September 22, 2015[133]
	September 28, 2015[134]
	September 23, 2015[135]
	September 22, 2015[133]
	September 28, 2015[136]



	4
	August 30, 2016[137]
	September 5, 2016[138]
	September 7, 2016[139]
	August 30, 2016[137]
	September 5, 2016[140]
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Arrow (TV series)






Not to be confused with the television series Arrows (TV series)[image: External link] or The Arrow[image: External link]. For other uses of "Arrow", see Arrow (disambiguation)[image: External link].

Arrow is an American action[image: External link] crime[image: External link] television series developed by writer/producers Greg Berlanti, Marc Guggenheim, and Andrew Kreisberg. It is based on the DC Comics character Green Arrow, a costumed crime-fighter created by Mort Weisinger[image: External link] and George Papp[image: External link]. It premiered in North America on The CW on October 10, 2012, with international broadcasting taking place in late 2012. Primarily filmed in Vancouver, British Columbia[image: External link], Canada, the series follows billionaire playboy Oliver Queen (Stephen Amell), who, five years after being stranded on a hostile island, returns home to fight crime and corruption as a secret vigilante whose weapon of choice is a bow and arrow.

The series takes a new look at the Green Arrow character, as well as other characters from the DC Comics universe. Although Oliver Queen/Green Arrow had been featured in the television series Smallville[image: External link] from 2006 to 2011, on the CW, the producers decided to start clean and find a new actor to portray the character. Arrow focuses on the humanity of Oliver Queen, and how he was changed by time spent shipwrecked on an island. Most episodes in the first five seasons have flashback scenes to the five years in which Oliver was missing.[1]

Arrow has received generally positive reviews from critics. The series averaged about 3.68 million viewers over the course of the first season and received several awards and multiple nominations. To promote it, a preview comic book was released before the television series began, while webisodes[image: External link] featuring a product tie-in with Bose[image: External link] were developed for the second season. The first four seasons are available on DVD and Blu-ray in regions 1, 2 and 4[image: External link]; a soundtrack was also released for the first two seasons. In October 2014, a spin-off[image: External link] series set in the same universe, titled The Flash, premiered.[2] In August 2015, an animated spin-off, Vixen, was released, while a second live-action spin-off, Legends of Tomorrow, premiered in January 2016, featuring a number of characters from Arrow and The Flash. On January 8, 2017, The CW renewed the show for a sixth season,[3] which is scheduled to debut on October 12, 2017.[4]
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	Season
	Episodes
	Originally aired
	Nielsen ratings



	First aired
	Last aired
	Rank
	Average viewers

(in millions)



	
	1[image: External link]
	23
	October 10, 2012
	May 15, 2013
	130
	3.68[5]



	
	2[image: External link]
	23
	October 9, 2013
	May 14, 2014
	128
	3.28[6]



	
	3[image: External link]
	23
	October 8, 2014
	May 13, 2015
	135
	3.52[7]



	
	4[image: External link]
	23
	October 7, 2015
	May 25, 2016
	145
	2.90[8]



	
	5[image: External link]
	23
	October 5, 2016
	May 24, 2017
	147
	2.21[9]




The series follows Oliver Queen (Stephen Amell), billionaire playboy of Starling City, who is discovered on the mysterious island of Lian Yu five years after he and his father were shipwrecked. Upon his return to Starling City, he is reunited with his mother, Moira Queen[image: External link] (Susanna Thompson), his sister, Thea Queen[image: External link] (Willa Holland), and his friend, Tommy Merlyn[image: External link] (Colin Donnell[image: External link]). The first season focuses on Oliver rekindling his relationships and spending his nights hunting down and sometimes killing wealthy criminals as a hooded vigilante, following a list of names he discovered in a notebook belonging to his father. He uncovers Malcolm Merlyn's[image: External link] (John Barrowman[image: External link]) conspiracy to destroy "The Glades", a poorer section of the city that has become overridden with crime. John Diggle[image: External link] (David Ramsey[image: External link]) and Felicity Smoak[image: External link] (Emily Bett Rickards[image: External link]) assist Oliver in his crusade. Oliver also reconnects with ex-girlfriend, Laurel Lance[image: External link] (Katie Cassidy), who is still angry over his role in her sister's presumed death. The first season features flashbacks to Oliver's time on the island, and how it changed him; flashbacks in subsequent seasons continue to show how Oliver spent his time and gains the skill-set that shapes him into the vigilante he is.[10]

In season two, Oliver has vowed to stop crime without killing criminals. His family and allies come under attack from Slade Wilson (Manu Bennett[image: External link]), a man from Oliver's time on the island who returns to destroy everything important to Oliver. Oliver accepts aspiring vigilante Roy Harper[image: External link] (Colton Haynes) as his protégé, and begins to receive assistance from Laurel's father, Detective Quentin Lance[image: External link] (Paul Blackthorne). Oliver also gains another ally; a mysterious woman in black, who is eventually revealed to be Laurel's sister, Sara Lance (Caity Lotz), who like Oliver survived her ordeal at sea after the yacht sank years ago. Flashbacks depict Oliver's continued time on the island with Slade, Sara, and the archer Shado (Celina Jade[image: External link]), as well as the origins of his feud with Slade.

In season three, Arrow has become a public hero in Starling City following Slade Wilson's defeat. Queen Consolidated is sold to wealthy businessman, scientist and aspiring hero Ray Palmer (Brandon Routh). Oliver struggles to bring his family back together, an old enemy returns, and Oliver becomes embroiled in a conflict with Ra's al Ghul (Matthew Nable[image: External link]). After a tragic event and a rocky start, Laurel sets out to follow in Sara's footsteps as the Black Canary. Diggle struggles with his new role as a family man, as Oliver no longer wants John in the field after the birth of his child. Meanwhile, Felicity starts a new career as Vice President of Palmer Technologies (formerly Queen Consolidated). In flashbacks, Oliver is forced to work for A.R.G.U.S.[image: External link] leader Amanda Waller (Cynthia Addai-Robinson[image: External link]) in Hong Kong; he and Tatsu Yamashiro (Rila Fukushima[image: External link]) work together to stop corrupt general Matthew Shrieve (Marc Singer[image: External link]) from unleashing a deadly pathogen, which Ra's al Ghul eventually acquires in the present.

In season four, Oliver becomes "Green Arrow". He and his allies fight against the terrorist organization H.I.V.E.[image: External link], headed by the mystically enhanced Damien Darhk (Neal McDonough[image: External link]), who is attacking Star City (formerly Starling City). Over the season, John Diggle discovers that his brother Andy (Eugene Byrd[image: External link]) is alive and a H.I.V.E. soldier; Thea works alongside Oliver under the alias "Speedy", but struggles to control her violent temper; and learning of the existence of the mystical Lazarus Pit, Laurel hatches a plan to resurrect her sister Sara. Oliver's life as Green Arrow and his relationship with Felicity are complicated by both his mayoral run and the revelation that he is father to a nine-year-old son. Oliver ultimately discovers that Damien plans on detonating nuclear weapons and ruling a new world over the Earth's ashes. In flashbacks, Oliver returns to Lian Yu to infiltrate the organization Shadowspire on behalf of Waller, and has his first encounter with the mystical idol used by Darhk in the present-day narrative.

In season five, Oliver trains up young heroes Wild Dog (Rick Gonzalez), Mister Terrific (Echo Kellum), Artemis[image: External link] (Madison McLaughlin), and Ragman (Joe Dinicol) to join him in his war on crime following Laurel's death and Thea's resignation. He subsequently recruits a new Black Canary as well: metahuman vigilante and former police detective Dinah Drake (Juliana Harkavy). Supported by new allies, Oliver tries to balance vigilantism with his new role as mayor. He is also threatened by the mysterious and deadly villain Prometheus[image: External link] (Josh Segarra[image: External link]), who has a connection to Oliver's past. In flashbacks, Oliver joins the Bratva in Russia as part of an plot to assassinate Konstantin Kovar (Dolph Lundgren[image: External link]). There, he meets and is trained by one of Ra's al Ghul's daughters, Talia al Ghul (Lexa Doig[image: External link]), as a hooded archer, before eventually returning to Lian Yu.
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Stephen Amell portrays Oliver Queen / The Arrow / Green Arrow, a billionaire playboy turned hooded vigilante-hero who is initially known as the "Hood", "Vigilante", and simply "Arrow". He is based on the DC Comics character Green Arrow. He survives on an isolated island for five years after the sinking of his father's yacht. Oliver returns to his home city with a mission—to right the wrongs of his father and save the city from the crime that has grown in his absence. Amell was one of the first actors to audition for the role, and Kreisberg felt that he "hit the target from the outset" and "everyone else just paled in comparison".[1] The actor, who was already in shape from Rent-a-Goalie[image: External link], did physical fitness training at Tempest Freerunning Academy in Reseda, California. Amell received archery training as well, which included watching a video on how archery has been displayed inaccurately or poorly in television and film before learning the basics of shooting a bow.[1][11] For Amell, the appeal of portraying Queen was that he saw multiple roles tied to the same character: "There's Queen the casual playboy; Queen the wounded hero; Queen the brooding Hamlet; Queen the lover; Queen the man of action, and so on".[1]


	
Katie Cassidy portrays Dinah Laurel Lance / Black Canary[image: External link] / Black Siren[image: External link], based on the DC Comics character of the same name,[12][13] an attorney turned vigilante and former girlfriend of Oliver Queen. Like Oliver, Laurel fights for the people of Starling City. In the first season, she works for a non-profit legal office that helps people in need. In the second season, she became assistant district attorney, but in the second half of the third season, she became a vigilante taking her late sister's place as Black Canary. Cassidy said she was drawn to the show by Berlanti, Nutter, Kreisberg, and Guggenheim, whom she called smart, creative, and edgy.[14] Cassidy sees her character as a "caregiver" to her family, which led her to become an attorney. She said, "I think that she's very, very driven, and she has a huge heart [...] she's sensitive. She has really strong morals and values, and she expects everybody to live up to them the way that she does".[15] She dies near the end of the fourth season, leaving Oliver to blame himself. Oliver reveals her identity to the people of Star City to honor her memory. Cassidy makes subsesquent guest appearances in flashbacks, a dream sequence, and as Black Siren, her doppelganger from the parallel world of Earth-2[image: External link], first introduced on The Flash. Cassidy was promoted back to series regular for the sixth season and will appear as the Earth-2 version of the character.[16][17]


	
Colin Donnell[image: External link] portrays Tommy Merlyn, Oliver's best friend,[18] who eventually learns of Oliver's secret life as a vigilante. Like Oliver, Tommy has romantic feelings for Laurel. His father is Malcolm Merlyn[image: External link]. Tommy dies saving Laurel at the end of the first season's finale, leaving Oliver and Laurel to cope with his loss.

	
David Ramsey[image: External link] portrays John Diggle / Spartan[image: External link],[19] Oliver's partner, confidant, and bodyguard, who becomes a vigilante superhero with armor and hi-tech gear.[20] Diggle is ex-military, and works to have Oliver channel his abilities into helping others in the city, and not just taking down the wealthy, corrupt businessmen that worked with Oliver's father. Named after comic book writer Andy Diggle, and created specifically for the show, Diggle was designed to be Oliver's "equal in many respects". Guggenheim further explained that Diggle's mutual abilities are a means of setting him up early in the series as a confidant for Oliver's vigilante persona.[21]


	
Willa Holland portrays Thea Queen / Speedy, Oliver's younger sister; based on a DC Comics character with similar traits.[22] Thea develops a drug habit early in season one, but gets clean after criminal charges are brought against her for driving while under the influence. In season two, she learns that Malcolm Merlyn is her biological father, and begins training with him at the start of season three. In the third season, Thea learns Oliver's secret and eventually joins his team. In the fourth season, Thea uses Oliver's nickname for her, Speedy, as her hero identity, which is based on the DC Comics character Mia Dearden[image: External link].[23] In season 5, Thea becomes Oliver's chief of staff as in the Star City mayor's office.[24]


	
Susanna Thompson portrays Moira Queen, Oliver and Thea's mother.[25] Moira is revealed to also be part of the secret organization her late husband was involved with, which is making plans to bring down the city as a means of rebuilding it in the image of the organization's leader. She is murdered at the end of season two.

	
Paul Blackthorne portrays Detective Quentin Lance, Laurel and Sara's father, and Starling City police detective.[26] The character is based on the DC Comics character, Larry Lance, who was also a detective, and husband to Dinah Drake Lance and father to Dinah Laurel Lance. Detective Lance blames Oliver for the presumed death of his daughter, Sara, as she was with him on his family yacht when it sank. In season one, Lance is also out to capture the vigilante, who he sees as a menace to the city for the vigilante's willingness to break the law and kill in the pursuit of stopping crime. In season 2, Lance is demoted to beat cop and is now more accepting of the vigilante's actions to the point of teaming up with him when needed. In season 3, Lance is promoted to police captain but can no longer be active in the field due to his heart condition.

	
Emily Bett Rickards[image: External link] portrays Felicity Smoak / Overwatch,[27][28] the IT technician at Queen Consolidated who has become part of Oliver's vigilante team. Like Diggle, Felicity also serves as Oliver's friend and confidante. Rickards was promoted to a series regular for season two, after being a recurring character throughout season one. In the third season, she and Oliver admit their attraction to each other, but he feels they can not be together for her safety. By the fourth season, they are in a relationship, and become engaged, but later break up due to Oliver's pattern of lying to her.[29]


	
Colton Haynes portrays Roy Harper / Arsenal, a character based on the DC Comics character of the same name.[30] Initially a petty thief, Roy was befriended by Thea, and subsequently dated her for a period of time. Roy is fascinated by the hooded vigilante, and eventually becomes his protégé. Haynes was moved to series regular status at the beginning of season two, following his recurring appearance in the first season.[31] Haynes left the series at the end of season three after his contract ended, and later appears in the fourth season as a guest star.[32] He later attributed his departure from the series to his mental and physical health at that time.[33]


	
Manu Bennett[image: External link] portrays Slade Wilson / Deathstroke, an assassin and terrorist who serves as the archenemy of Oliver Queen. He is based on the DC Comics character of the same name.[34] Slade is an ASIS[image: External link] agent who teamed up with Oliver during his time on the island. In season two, Slade arrives in Starling City to kill Oliver and his family to avenge events that occurred on the island. Bennett was initially cast as a recurring character for season one,[34] before receiving series regular status during season two.[35]


	
John Barrowman[image: External link] portrays Malcolm Merlyn / Dark Archer[image: External link],[36] a wealthy businessman who is the father of Tommy Merlyn and Thea Queen. Fueled by his sorrow and anger at the murder of his wife, Rebecca during a mugging in the crime-infested area of Starling City called "the Glades", Malcolm left his then eight-year-old son Tommy, and departed Starling City to "forge his pain and anger into something more". For two years, he was trained in Nanda Parbat by Al-Owal of the League of Assassins. Merlyn took the name "The Magician" ( Arabic[image: External link]: الساحر Al Sa-Her). He was the first person to receive permission from Ra's al Ghul to leave the organization, on the condition that he obey the League's codes. Upon returning to Starling City, Malcolm forms an organization called the Tempest and plots to completely destroy the Glades. Events eventually lead to Merlyn leading the League of Assassins and taking on the mantel of "Ra's al Ghul". Malcolm sabotaged Oliver's family yacht, and is thus responsible for Robert Queen's death and indirectly the creation of Oliver's and Sara Lance's vigilante alter egos. Malcolm is apparently killed by Oliver in the first season finale, but his plan to destroy the Glades still succeeds.[37] He is based on the DC Comics character Merlyn. After being a recurring guest star for the first two seasons, Barrowman became a series regular in season three.[38]


	
Echo Kellum portrays Curtis Holt / Mister Terrific, based on the DC Comics character Michael Holt / Mister Terrific. Holt is a technological savant, inventor and medal-winning Olympic decathlete, who works with Felicity at Palmer Technologies.[39] He helps her rescue Ray Palmer from Damien Darhk. Kellum was upgraded to series regular in the fifth season.[40]


	
Josh Segarra[image: External link] portrays Adrian Chase / Prometheus, based on the DC Comics characters Adrian Chase[image: External link] and Prometheus[image: External link]. Chase is the new Star City district attorney who helps Oliver Queen as mayor clean up the streets through the legal system.[41] As Prometheus, he is a ruthless hooded archer who kills, and has a grudge against the Green Arrow and is aware of his identity.[42] It is later revealed that Chase's given name is Simon Morrison.
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 Production
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 Development




On January 12, 2012, The CW was preparing a new series centered around the character Green Arrow, developed by Andrew Kreisberg, Greg Berlanti and Marc Guggenheim.[43] A week later, the series, now known as Arrow, was ordered to pilot[image: External link], which was directed by David Nutter, who also directed the pilot[image: External link] for Smallville[image: External link], a series following Clark Kent[image: External link] on his journey to become Superman[image: External link].[44] At the end of the month, Stephen Amell was cast in the titular role of Oliver Queen.[45] When developing the series, producer Marc Guggenheim expressed that the creative team wanted to "chart [their] own course, [their] own destiny", and avoid any direct connections to Smallville, which featured its own Green Arrow/Oliver Queen (Justin Hartley[image: External link]), opting to cast a new actor in the role of Oliver Queen.[1] Unlike Smallville, the series does not initially feature super-powered heroes and villains. Instead, the team took inspiration from Smallville, as one of the main themes of Arrow was to "look at the humanity" of Oliver Queen, as Smallville had done with Clark Kent. The decision not to include superpowers was, in part, based on the executives' desire to take a realistic look at the characters in this universe.[46] Production on the pilot began in March 2012 in Vancouver[image: External link],[47] which would continue to act as the primary filming location for the series.[1] The series' skyline shots use a combination of footage from Frankfurt[image: External link], Germany, Center City, Philadelphia[image: External link], Baltimore[image: External link], Maryland, Back Bay, Boston[image: External link], and Tokyo[image: External link], Japan.[48] The series was given a full season pick up on October 22, 2012.[49]

Arrow features two storylines: one in the present, and the other, shown in flashback, during Oliver's time on the island five years before his rescue. These flashbacks are used to illustrate how Oliver transformed into the man that returns to Starling City.[46] Filming for the island flashbacks takes place in Vancouver's Whytecliff Park area, near beachfront homes. Much planning is required to keep the buildings out of camera frame.[50] Guggenheim said, "Stephen [Amell] has to wear a wig, and his look has to be changed... there's a lot. It's actually incredibly ambitious to do these flashbacks every week, every single episode. Because like Andrew [Kreisberg] said, it's almost like it's its own show."[50] Regarding the flashbacks after the fifth season, Guggenheim and Mericle stated that the series would explore flashbacks from other character's perspectives, such as Curtis Holt, along with the possibility of flashfowards. Guggenheim said, "We still want to make [flashbacks] part of our storytelling, because we do like them. We like when those non-island flashbacks sort of illuminate what's going on in the present day. That'll always be a part of the show and a part of the show's storytelling structure. It just won't be telling a serialized story."[51]

The series develops relationship triangles: some love triangles, others designed to catch characters in "philosophical debates".[52] Kreisberg provides one such example: "Every week, Oliver will be facing a bad guy, but the truth is, his real nemesis is Detective Lance, who's trying to bring him into justice.[...] His daughter is going to be caught in the middle, because she loves and respects her father, and she's always believed in what he believed, but at the same time, she's going to see this dark urban legend out there that's actually doing a lot of good; the kind of good that she wants to be doing in her role as a legal aid attorney."[52] Learning from previous experiences working in television, the producers worked early on identifying the major story arcs for the series, specifically the first season, including "mapping out" how to accomplish them. Taking inspiration from Christopher Nolan[image: External link]'s Batman film series[image: External link], the creative team decided to "put it all out there" and "not hold back" from episode to episode.[52]

The team strives to include various DC Comics characters and aspects of the DC universe. Guggenheim cited Big Belly Burger[image: External link], a restaurant franchise introduced in the Superman comics, which appears in Arrow's third episode and onward. Kreisberg said, "There are so many characters in the DC Universe who haven't gotten their due in TV and film. We're so excited to reach into [the DC comics] roster and take some of these lesser-known characters that are beloved by fans, and do our spin on the characters."[50]

Ahead of the 100th episode, Guggenheim talked about the commitment to quality the series strived for, stating, "We never skimped on the writing, the production or in the post-process going, 'This is going to be one of those stinkers, we might as well cut our losses and move on.' We worked as hard as we possibly can on the scripts. If episodes have come in bad, we reshoot... Even in season 5, we have no problems with doing reshoots, or pickups, or anything we need to do to make each episode as successful as it can possibly be." He also noted his biggest regret in the series was "I wish we had allowed the Oliver-Felicity storyline in season 4 to unfold at a more natural pace. We had set these tentpoles at the beginning of the season, and we were a bit too rigorous on how we hit them. That was a case where the planning overtook the storytelling. We didn't do things as naturally and as elegantly as we should have."[53]
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The realistic approach to the series included the costume design for Oliver's vigilante persona, created by Colleen Atwood[image: External link].[54] According to Amell, it was important for the suit to be functional, and the best way that he knew for that was if he could put the costume on by himself: "If I can put it on by myself, I think that people will buy it. And that was our idea. That's our world."[46]

In the second half of season two, Oliver replaces his "paint" mask with a domino mask[image: External link], similar to one worn by the character in the comics. The change is addressed on-screen, with Kreisberg saying, "He doesn't just put on a mask. It's actually a big plot point in an episode, and there really is a story behind, not only the need for the mask but also who provides him with it."[55] On adding the mask now, Kreisberg stated that, "Conceptually, it was something we wanted to do because Oliver himself is evolving as the Arrow—from vigilante to hero, sort of from Arrow to Green Arrow—and we wanted to see that progression in his costume as well. As Oliver is embracing being a hero, being a hero means stepping out of the dark and being more of a symbol, so he has to take steps to conceal his identity more."[55] He added that it will "allow the Arrow to interact with people who don't know his identity in a much more organic way than having him constantly keep his head down."[55]

Costume designer Maya Mani put together roughly 50 mask options for the producers. Kreisberg said, "What's so wonderful about the design that Maya came up with is that it really is very simple, and it feels as if it's been part of his costume since the beginning...once we finally had this mask and put it on Stephen [Amell], even Stephen was like, 'This is the right one.'"[55] In the episode "Three Ghosts", Oliver receives the mask from Barry Allen, who is able to create a mask that will help conceal his identity, while still being functional and allowing Oliver to see clearly.[56]
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To compose the score for Arrow, executive producer Greg Berlanti invited Blake Neely[image: External link], with whom he had first worked on Everwood[image: External link]. Neely created a score that combined electronic and orchestral cues, varying between action themes and romantic ones.[57] Berlanti told Neely the series would be dark, and the music should be as well. After reading the pilot script, Neely went away to start composing on his own.[58] According to Neely, "Of course, Oliver has his main theme but also sub-themes for the many layers of his character. He and Laurel have a love theme. Mom had a theme for the Undertaking. The bad guys all have themes, which makes it sad for me when one of them dies. So I try not to become attached to bad guy themes. Diggle has a theme. Even the Island itself has a theme."[57] A soundtrack for season one was released on September 17, 2013 by WaterTower Music[image: External link].[59][60] Two versions of a soundtrack for season two were released on September 16, 2014 by WaterTower Music and La La Land Records[image: External link]; the compact disc release includes two exclusive tracks not available on the digital release.[61][62] On December 18, 2014, WaterTower Music and La La Records released a selection of music from The Flash / Arrow crossover episodes, as well as two bonus tracks from their respective 2014 midseason finales.[63] The Season 3 soundtrack was released in December 2015, consisting of 2 discs for the first time (previous albums consisted on one CD).[64]
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 Broadcast




Arrow premiered on The CW network from October 10, 2012, during the 2012–13 television season[image: External link].[65][66] In Canada, the show is broadcast simultaneously[image: External link] on the same day as the United States.[67] The show premiered outside North America throughout the United Kingdom and Ireland[image: External link],[68] on October 22, 2012.[69] In Australia, the series premiered on May 1, 2013,[70] on the Nine Network[image: External link], before moving to Foxtel[image: External link] for the fourth season.[71]
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 Critical response




Season one received favorable reviews, with a Metacritic[image: External link] score of 73 out of 100, based on reviews from 25 critics, making it the highest rated CW show in five years.[72][73] Review aggregation website Rotten Tomatoes[image: External link] calculated an approval rating of 86%, based on 35 reviews, for the first season. The site's consensus reads: "The CW nails the target with Arrow, a comic book-inspired series that benefits from cinematic action sequences, strong plotting, and intriguing characters."[74]

Mary McNamara of the Los Angeles Times[image: External link] called the series an interesting setup with a quality look, describing Amell as "a poster boy (no doubt literally) for the Katniss Everdeen[image: External link] set."[75] Brian Lowry at Variety[image: External link] described the series as a "handsome but stiff surrogate for Batman[image: External link] that could benefit from sharper execution."[76] In reviewing the final episode of season one, Alasdair Wilkins of The A.V. Club[image: External link] gave the season as a whole a rating of B+, noting that the show "hasn't quite figured everything out yet, but it's had some standout episodes."[77]

Jeff Jensen[image: External link] of Entertainment Weekly[image: External link] gave the first half of season two a rating of B+, saying, "Arrow possesses an intelligence that shines through its TV-budget production values, which aren't too shabby. The writing is adult and witty, the action is exciting, and Amell holds the center with well-cultivated ease."[78] The A.V. Club's Carrie Raisler gave the first half of season two a rating of A-. She said, "Arrow [has] officially established itself as one of the most satisfying shows on television. The most satisfying thing of all is that it did so by respecting its characters... [Arrow respects] the character's comic-book roots in its overarching plotlines, all while using the network-appropriate soap-opera stories to do the heavy character lifting."[79] Season two received critical acclaim from critics and fans alike, for the action sequences, storytelling, performances of the cast, drama, and the portrayal of Slade Wilson.[80]

Despite a strong critical start for the season three premiere,[81] the second half of season three has met with criticism, particularly for its preoccupation with romance, leading to accusations of the show "devolving into a CW fever dream" and "turning Star City into Dawson's Creek[image: External link]"[82] and becoming a 'soap opera'.[83] After the conclusion of Oliver Queen and Felicity Smoak's longterm romance, the flashback sequences were characterized sporadic and "superfluous", with Ra's al Ghul described as a "shallow" and "underutilized" villain "absent of clear antagonism",[84] although Matt Nable was generally praised for his portrayal of the character. Furthermore, while parallels to Batman[image: External link] had always existed in the show, the use of such a major character from Batman's rogues gallery and the essential application of the "Daughter of the Demon" and several other Batman and Ra's al Ghul storylines applied to Oliver Queen came under particular fire from viewers, who accused the show of "ripping off" Batman.[85] The season finale was described as "dull", "lacking scope", and "underwhelming" by IGN's Jesse Schedeen in light of the "high standard" the show had previously established for its finales. He cemented the mixed reception of season three as being "haphazardly paced" and "struggling to develop a clear sense of direction".[86]

The fourth season received mixed reviews. The season earned a strong critical start, with praise given to the action scenes and Neal McDonough's performance as Damien Darhk. However, the second half of the season received increasingly negative reviews for its mundane flashbacks, lack of narrative focus, and formulaic season finale.[87] Ryan Fleming, of Deadbeatspanel.com noted that Arrow was "honoring the comics, but it isn't beholden to them. Characters... have been introduced, but they aren't exact replicas of their comic counterparts. Instead, the characters tend to be loosely connected."[88] Lesley Goldberg of The Hollywood Reporter[image: External link] noted the presence of the character Thea "Speedy" Queen as one of the larger departures from the comics in the series, as well as the character's early willingness to kill.[89] Comic Book Resources[image: External link]'s Kevin Melrose has also noted the series tendency to have loose connections to the source material.[90]

The fifth season has received critical acclaim from fans and critics alike, giving praise for the performances of Stephen Amell and Josh Segerra, action sequences, storytelling, season finale, and overall improvements from Seasons 3 and 4. IGN gave Season 5 a score of 8.7 out of 10, stating that the it "managed to overcome them and recapture a lot of what made the show so memorable in its first two seasons".[91]
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 Ratings






	Season
	Timeslot ( ET[image: External link])
	Episodes
	First aired
	Last aired
	TV season
	Rank
	Avg. viewers

(millions)
	18–49 rating

(average)



	Date
	Viewers

(millions)
	Date
	Viewers

(millions)



	1
	Wednesday 8:00 pm
	23
	October 10, 2012
	4.14[92]
	May 15, 2013
	2.77[93]
	2012–13[image: External link]
	130
	3.68[94]
	1.2[95]



	2
	23
	October 9, 2013
	2.74[96]
	May 14, 2014
	2.37[97]
	2013–14[image: External link]
	128
	3.28[98]
	TBD



	3[image: External link]
	23
	October 8, 2014
	2.83[99]
	May 13, 2015
	2.83[100]
	2014–15[image: External link]
	135
	3.52
	1.3[101]



	4[image: External link]
	23
	October 7, 2015
	2.67[102]
	May 25, 2016
	2.19[103]
	2015–16[image: External link]
	145
	2.90
	1.1[104]



	5[image: External link]
	23
	October 5, 2016
	1.87[105]
	May 24, 2017
	1.72[106]
	2016–17[image: External link]
	TBD
	TBD
	TBD




Arrow's premiere episode drew 4.14 million viewers, making it The CW's most-watched telecast of any show on any night in three years, and The CW's most-watched series premiere since The Vampire Diaries[image: External link] in 2009. In its second episode, Arrow became the only new network drama in the 2012–13 season to hold its ratings in both adults 18–34 and adults 18–49 from its premiere to its second week.[49] In Australia, the premiere received 1.32 million viewers, making it the third most-watched broadcast on the network that night.[107] The UK broadcast was the highest-rated telecast of the week on Sky 1[image: External link], with 1.85 million viewers.[108] In Canada, the first episode got 1.32 million viewers, making it the fourth most-watched airing of the night and the twenty-third of the week.[109]
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 Accolades






	Year
	Award
	Category
	Recipients
	Outcome



	2012
	Satellite Awards[image: External link][110]
	Satellite Award for Best Television Series – Genre[image: External link]
	Arrow
	Nominated



	IGN Awards[image: External link][111]
	Best TV Hero
	Stephen Amell/Arrow
	Nominated



	2013
	People's Choice Awards[image: External link][112]
	Favorite New TV Drama
	Arrow
	Nominated



	Leo Awards[image: External link][113][114]
	Best Dramatic Series
	Joseph Patrick Finn, Greg Berlanti, Marc Guggenheim, Andrew Kreisberg, Melissa Kellner Berman, Drew Greenberg, Jennifer Lence, Wendy Mericle, Carl Ogawa
	Nominated



	Cinematography
	Glen Winter ("Pilot")
	Won



	Gordon Verheul ("Lone Gunman")
	Nominated



	Best Visual Effects
	Jean-Luc Dinsdale, Pauline Burns, Andrew Orloff, Dave Gauthier ("Burned")
	Won



	Best Production Design
	Richard Hudolin ("Pilot")
	Won



	Best Casting
	Coreen Mayrs, Heike Brandstatter ("An Innocent Man")
	Nominated



	Best Stunt Coordination
	J.J. Makaro ("Pilot")
	Won



	J.J. Makaro ("Vertigo")
	Nominated



	NewNowNext Awards[image: External link][115]
	Best New Indulgence
	Arrow
	Nominated



	Cause You're Hot
	Stephen Amell
	Nominated



	Saturn Awards[image: External link][116]
	Best Youth-Oriented Series on Television
	Arrow
	Nominated



	Teen Choice Awards[image: External link][117]
	Choice TV Show: Fantasy/Sci-Fi[image: External link]
	Arrow
	Nominated



	Choice TV Breakout Show[image: External link]
	Arrow
	Nominated



	Choice TV Actor: Fantasy/Sci-Fi[image: External link]
	Stephen Amell
	Nominated



	Choice TV Breakout Star
	Stephen Amell
	Nominated



	Choice TV Actress: Fantasy/Sci-Fi[image: External link]
	Katie Cassidy
	Nominated



	Canadian Society of Cinematography Awards[118]
	Cinematographer Awards for TV Drama Cinematography
	Glen Winter csc, Arrow ("Pilot")
	Won



	Broadcast Music, Inc.[image: External link][119]
	BMI Television Music Awards[image: External link]
	Blake Neely
	Won



	2014
	IGN Awards[image: External link][120]
	Best TV Hero
	Stephen Amell/Arrow
	2nd Place



	People's Choice Awards[image: External link][121]
	Favorite Sci-Fi/Fantasy TV Actor
	Stephen Amell
	Nominated



	Satellite Awards[image: External link][122]
	Satellite Award for Best Television Series – Genre[image: External link]
	Arrow
	Nominated



	Saturn Awards[image: External link][123]
	Best Youth-Oriented Series on Television
	Arrow
	Nominated



	Leo Awards[image: External link][124]
	Program
	Greg Berlanti, Joseph P. Finn, Marc Guggenheim, Andrew Kreisberg, Wendy Mericle[125]
	Nominated



	Cinematography
	Gordon Verheul ("Sacrifice")
	Nominated



	Make-Up
	Danielle Fowler ("Keep Your Enemies Closer")
	Nominated



	Stunt Coordination
	J. J. Makaro ("The Scientist")
	Nominated



	Lead Performance – Male
	Stephen Amell ("Crucible")
	Nominated



	Lead Performance – Female
	Emily Bett Rickards ("Three Ghosts")
	Nominated



	Constellation Awards[image: External link][126]
	Best Male Performance in a 2013 Science Fiction Television Episode
	Stephen Amell ("The Odyssey")
	Nominated



	Best Science Fiction Television Series of 2013
	Arrow
	Nominated



	Teen Choice Awards[image: External link][127]
	Choice TV Show: Fantasy/Sci-Fi[image: External link]
	Arrow
	Nominated



	Choice TV Female Breakout Star[128]
	Emily Bett Rickards
	Nominated



	Young Hollywood Awards[image: External link][129]
	Super Superhero
	Stephen Amell
	Nominated



	2015
	Saturn Awards[image: External link][130]
	Best Superhero Adaption Television Series
	Arrow
	Nominated



	Leo Awards[image: External link][131]



	Cinematography
	C. Kim Miles ("Blind Spot")
	Nominated



	Costume Design
	Maya Mani ("Suicide Squad")
	Nominated



	Lead Performance – Female
	Emily Bett Rickards ("Left Behind")
	Nominated



	Teen Choice Awards[image: External link][132]
	Choice TV Show: Sci-Fi/Fantasy
	Arrow
	Nominated



	Choice TV Actor: Sci-Fi/Fantasy
	Stephen Amell
	Nominated



	Choice TV Actress: Sci-Fi/Fantasy
	Emily Bett Rickards
	Nominated



	Choice TV Liplock
	Stephen Amell & Emily Bett Rickards
	Nominated



	Choice TV Villain
	Matt Nable
	Nominated



	PRISM Awards[133]
	Performance in a Drama Multi-Episode Storyline
	Katie Cassidy
	Won



	2016
	People's Choice Awards[image: External link][134]
	Favorite Network TV Sci-Fi/Fantasy
	Arrow
	Nominated



	Saturn Awards[image: External link][135]
	Best Superhero Adaptation Television Series
	Arrow
	Nominated



	Teen Choice Awards[image: External link]
	Choice TV Show: Fantasy/Sci-Fi
	Arrow
	Nominated



	Choice TV Actress: Fantasy/Sci-Fi
	Emily Bett Rickards
	Nominated



	Choice TV: Liplock
	Stephen Amell & Emily Bett Rickards
	Nominated



	2017
	People's Choice Awards[image: External link][136]
	Favorite Network TV Sci-Fi/Fantasy
	Arrow
	Nominated



	Saturn Awards[image: External link][137]
	Best Superhero Adaptation Television Series
	Arrow
	Pending



	MTV Movie & TV Awards[image: External link][138]
	Best Hero
	Stephen Amell
	Nominated



	Leo Awards[image: External link][139]
	Best Lead Performance by a Female in a Dramatic Series
	Emily Bett Rickards
	Nominated



	Best Cinematography in a Dramatic Series
	Shamus Whiting-Hewlett
	Nominated



	Best Stunt Coordination in a Dramatic Series
	Curtis Braconnier, Eli Zagoudakis
	Won
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Arrow has generated other media and spinoffs, including digital comic books and Internet-based mini-episodes with characters from the series.
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 Digital comics




To promote the series, DC Comics produced a 10-page preview comic for the 2012 San Diego Comic-Con[image: External link], written by Kreisberg, illustrated by Omar Francia, and featuring a cover by artist Mike Grell[image: External link]. The comic was regarded by the production crew as sharing the same canon as the series, with Kreisberg commenting, "[For] anyone who grabs a copy: Hold onto it and as the series progresses, you'll appreciate it more and more."[140] It was later released free online.[141] On October 10, 2012, DC Comics debuted a weekly digital comic tie-in written by Kreisberg and Guggenheim and drawn by various artists, including Mike Grell, which remained in continuity with the television series.[142] The series lasted for 36 chapters, running until June 2013. These were collected, together with the initial preview comic, into Arrow: Volume 1, released in October 2013.[143][144] Titan Magazines[image: External link] published the comics in a physical format in the UK. The first issue was published on October 17, 2013 and contained the first four chapters of the series, with the complete series lasting 6 issues.[143][145]

A follow up to the original digital title, Arrow: Season 2.5, is written by Guggenheim and Keto Shimizu, one of the show's executive story editors and writers, with art by Joe Bennett[image: External link] and Jack Jadson. Arrow 2.5 is intended to tell one continuous story across two arcs, that fits within the television narrative. Guggenheim stated, "We've tried to put in all the elements that people like about the show... We're going to see what's happened to Detective Lance after he collapsed in the season [two] finale. A good chunk of the burning questions left over will get answered in the tie-in comic. Particularly towards the latter half of the series, we're going to start introducing characters [in the comic] who you'll see in Season 3... before they show up on TV."[146] On the comic's relationship to season three of the show, Guggenheim said, "Season three is designed to stand on its own feet without requiring anyone to do any outside reading. But what the comic book will give is a deeper appreciation for some of the moments [in the show] and a more complete narrative experience. If you want to go deeper into the story, that's what Season 2.5 is for." Shimizu added that the comic also allows the writers to "accomplish things on the page that are nearly impossible to do with our production schedule and our budget", including bigger action sequences, as well as visits to locations such as Kahndaq[image: External link] that cannot be recreated on the show. Additionally, the series has one to two pages each issue dedicated to the Suicide Squad, leading up to their own issue later in the run.[147] The character Caleb Green, who has ties to Robert Queen, will be created specifically for the comic.[148] Guggenheim said "The goal is to end Season 2.5 basically five minutes before Season 3 begins."[149] The comic launched digitally biweekly on September 1, 2014, with its first physical release featuring a collection of the digital releases releasing on October 8.[146] The series featured 24 digital issues, which comprised 12 physical issues.[148]

A third series, Arrow: The Dark Archer, is written by Barrowman with his sister Carole, and with an art team led by Daniel Sampere. The comic, initially set between season three and four of the show before flashing back, explores a younger Malcolm Merlyn and his past, with Corto Maltese and Nanda Parbat featured. Barrowman, who initially pitched the series to DC Comics as another with the ability to tell Merlyn's backstory, said he "had a backstory in my head for Malcolm from the beginning and a lot of it has made its way into our comic and onto the screen. I think it's always been my job to help the audience relate to Malcolm in some way despite his questionable morals and evil ways." Executive producers Guggenheim and Kreisberg helped the Barrowmans ensure the story would fit within the continuity of the series. The 12 chapter series will be released digitally bi-weekly starting January 13, 2016, before the entire story is collected in a single print edition at a later date.[150]
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 Promotional tie-in




On November 6, 2013, a six-episode series of shorts, titled Blood Rush, premiered alongside the broadcast of the show, as well as online. The series, which was presented by Bose[image: External link], and features product placement[image: External link] for Bose products, was shot on location in Vancouver, similarly to the main show. The miniseries features Emily Bett Rickards, Colton Haynes and Paul Blackthorne reprising their roles of Felicity Smoak, Roy Harper and Quentin Lance, respectively.[151]

The episodes set during the course of the second season of the television series, show Roy coming to Queen Consolidated to have a meeting with Oliver. As he is out, Felicity tells Roy to go wait in the lobby.[152] As Roy leaves, Officer Lance calls Felicity, telling her that the blood sample the Starling City police found on the vigilante, which Felicity destroyed, has resurfaced. Felicity then calls Roy, using Oliver's voice encoder, asking him to break into the lab to retrieve the sample.[153] Felicity guides Roy through the lab, where he is able to recover the sample. As Roy is leaving, doctors enter the room, seemingly trapping him.[154] He notifies Felicity, who then hacks into the building's PA system, and issues an evacuation notice, giving Roy a chance to escape.[155] Roy gets out of the room before it enters into lock down, and is able to avoid two guards with the help of Felicity and exit the lab.[156] Roy returns to Queen Consolidated, and Felicity offers to mail the acquired sample for Roy as he goes in to meet with Oliver.[157]
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 Video games




A Green Arrow skin based on Oliver Queen's appearance in Arrow appears in the 2013 video game Injustice: Gods Among Us[image: External link] as downloadable content. The playable skin was given as a bonus reward to the first 5,000 voters of Injustice's promotional Battle Arena competition, but was later released as a free download. Stephen Amell lends his voice and likeness to the skin.[158]

Lego Batman 3: Beyond Gotham[image: External link] features an Arrow downloadable content pack that adds multiple playable characters, including Arrow, John Diggle, Felicity Smoak, Huntress, Slade Wilson, Roy Harper, Canary, and Malcolm Merlyn as well as vehicles and an exclusive level set during Oliver's time in Lian Yu. Amell reprised his role in addition to voicing the traditional Green Arrow in the game, while Cynthia Addai-Robinson[image: External link] reprised her role as Amanda Waller.[159][160]
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 Novels




On February 23, 2016, Titan Books[image: External link] released Arrow: Vengeance, a tie-in novelization written by Oscar Balderrama and Lauren Certo, which is set before and during the second season, detailing the origins of Slade Wilson, Sebastian Blood, and Isabel Rochev, and how they eventually meet and collaborate with each other to battle Oliver's alter-ego as seen in the television series.[161] On November 29, 2016, Titan Books released The Flash: The Haunting of Barry Allen, a tie-in novelization written by Susan and Clay Griffith, set during the second season of The Flash and the fourth season of Arrow, which features characters from both shows;[162] the story continued in Arrow: A Generation of Vipers, released on March 28, 2017, again written by the Griffiths.[163]
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 Home release






	Complete Season
	DVD/Blu-ray Release dates
	Additional info



	Region 1/A
	Region 2/B
	Region 4/B



	1
	September 17, 2013[164]
	September 23, 2013[165]
	October 2, 2013[166]
	Each season release contains additional features, which include: making-of featurettes, episode commentaries, deleted scenes, gag reels, ComicCon panels, and highlights from the Paley Fest. Season four also includes The Flash crossover episode "Legends of Today".



	2
	September 16, 2014[167]
	September 15, 2014[168]
	December 3, 2014[169]



	3
	September 22, 2015[170]
	September 28, 2015[171]
	September 23, 2015[172]



	4
	August 30, 2016[173]
	September 5, 2016[174]
	September 7, 2016[175][176]
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 Crossover with Constantine




Further information: Constantine (TV series)


In May 2015, Amell revealed he had had discussions with DC Entertainment to portray Oliver Queen on Constantine because Constantine is an expert on the Lazarus Pit, a concept used on Arrow.[177] In August 2015, it was confirmed that Matt Ryan[image: External link] would appear on Arrow in the fourth season episode "Haunted", per a "one-time-only-deal" that would involve his character being "brought in to deal with the fallout of the resurrection of Sara Lance (Caity Lotz) via Ra's al Ghul's Lazarus Pit."[178][179][180] Due to Arrow and Constantine sharing the same studio, the producers of Arrow were also able to acquire Ryan's original outfits. John Badham, who was a director on Constantine, directed "Haunted".[179] On filming the episode, Guggenheim stated it felt like the production team was "doing a Constantine/Arrow crossover, and it's so exciting... we're just really glad we got the chance to extend Matt Ryan's run as Constantine by at least one more hour of television. I think you'll see he fits very neatly into our universe. It never feels forced, it feels right."[181] In August 2016, Berlanti spoke to why Constantine was not used more in Arrow or the other Arrowverse series after the positive reception to Ryan's performance, saying, "Constantine exists in a certain place in the DC world and universe" and that he felt DC was "internally examining what they want to do with that character next."[182]
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 Arrowverse




Main article: Arrowverse


In July 2013, it was announced that Berlanti and Kreisberg, along with Nutter and Geoff Johns, would be creating a television series, The Flash, based on the character of the same name, with an origin story for Barry Allen.[183] The character, played by actor Grant Gustin[image: External link], was set to appear in three episodes of season two of Arrow, with the final one acting as a backdoor pilot[image: External link] for the new series.[184] However, it was announced in November 2013 that the backdoor pilot would not be happening, with a traditional pilot being made instead.[185] In January 2015, The CW president Mark Pedowitz announced the intention to do a Flash/Arrow crossover every season,[186] and The CW announced that an animated web-series, Vixen, featuring the DC heroine of the same name and set in the universe of Arrow and The Flash, would be debuting on CW Seed[image: External link] in late 2015.[187] The character later made a live-action appearance on Arrow in the fourth season episode "Taken". The next month, it was reported that a spin-off series, which is described as a superhero team-up show, was in discussion by The CW for a possible 2015–16[image: External link] midseason release. Berlanti and Kreisberg would executive produce alongside Guggenheim and Sarah Schechter[image: External link]. The potential series would be headlined by several recurring characters from both Arrow and The Flash, with the potential for other Arrow/Flash characters to cross over to the new series as well.[188][189] In May 2015, The CW officially picked up the series, titled DC's Legends of Tomorrow.[190]

During the 100th episode of Arrow season 5, some returning characters from previous seasons make an appearance in "Invasion!", a crossover episode of Supergirl, The Flash, Arrow and Legends of Tomorrow,[191] where Thea, Diggle, Sara, Ray and Oliver are abducted by the Dominators and were put in dream stasis to gather intel while they are shown what would their lives be like if Oliver never got on the boat. In an interview with Variety, Guggenheim said that a 2017 crossover event between the four shows is possible, but it's "something that is more up to the network and the audience".[192]
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Greg Berlanti






Greg Berlanti (born May 24, 1972) is an American film and television writer and producer. He is known for his work on the television series Dawson's Creek[image: External link], Everwood[image: External link], Political Animals[image: External link]; and for his contributions to DC Comics on film and television, including The CW's Arrowverse. In 2017 Berlanti set the record in having 10 different scripted television series planned to air in the 2017–18 television season[image: External link] on various networks and digital platforms.[1]
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Berlanti got his start in television as a writer and executive producer on Dawson's Creek[image: External link] before going on to create two of The WB[image: External link]'s drama series, 2002's Everwood[image: External link] and 2004's Jack & Bobby[image: External link]. He created and produced the 2008 ABC[image: External link] legal drama Eli Stone[image: External link] and the 2012 USA[image: External link] family drama Political Animals[image: External link]. For NBC, he has produced The Mysteries of Laura, an American adaptation of the Spanish television series[image: External link], that premiered September 17, 2014, and Blindspot[image: External link] which premiered on September 21, 2015.[2]

Berlanti directed the 2010 film Life As We Know It[image: External link], starring Katherine Heigl[image: External link] and Josh Duhamel[image: External link]. He produced the film Pan[image: External link] for Warner Brothers under his Berlanti Productions banner; the film was released October 9, 2015.

In January 2016 The CW ordered the Berlanti-produced television pilot Riverdale[image: External link] based on the characters from Archie Comics[image: External link],[3] which was picked up to series in May 2016.[4] Riverdale premiered on January 26, 2017, and was renewed for a second season on March 7, 2017.[5]
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Berlanti co-wrote and co-produced the DC Comics film Green Lantern[image: External link], starring Ryan Reynolds[image: External link] as the titular character. As the film was not critically nor financially successful,[citation needed[image: External link]] further planned releases were cancelled. It has since been announced that a rebooted version of the character is in development as a part of the DC Extended Universe[image: External link].[citation needed[image: External link]]

In May 2016, Berlanti discussed his involvement in a Booster Gold[image: External link] feature film that is currently in development, as producer and possibly as director as well. Zack Stentz[image: External link] is signed to the project as screenwriter.[6]
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In December 2011, it was announced that, along with Andrew Kreisberg and Marc Guggenheim, Berlanti would create, write, and produce a series for The CW based on Green Arrow, called Arrow. In May 2012, it was picked up to series and premiered on October 10, of that year. On July 30, 2013, it was announced at the summer TCA tour[image: External link] that Berlanti, Kreisberg, and DC Comics CCO Geoff Johns would be introducing Barry Allen in the second season of Arrow, with the possibility of the character being spun off to his own series. Actor Grant Gustin[image: External link] was cast and made his debut in episode 8, "The Scientist". In November 2013, The CW officially ordered a pilot for The Flash,[7] and in May 2014 the network picked the project up to series with a premiere scheduled for autumn of that year.[8] The Flash premiered on October 7, 2014.

On February 26, 2015, it was announced that Berlanti, along with Guggenheim and Kreisberg, would write/executive produce a spin-off series featuring The Atom (Brandon Routh), Captain Cold (Wentworth Miller[image: External link]), Martin Stein (Victor Garber[image: External link]), and The White Canary (Caity Lotz), for a potential 2016 premiere.[9] The series was ultimately titled Legends of Tomorrow, and it follows the ragtag team of heroes and villains as they travel through time and space on a mission to stop the devious immortal Vandal Savage. The series premiered on January 21, 2016, and was renewed for a second season on March 11, 2016.[10]
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On September 4, 2014, it was reported that Berlanti would executive produce a re-imagining of the origin of Supergirl[image: External link], to be written by The New Normal[image: External link] and Chuck[image: External link] alum Ali Adler[image: External link]. Flash co-creator Johns is also involved with development.[11] On September 19, 2014, it was reported that CBS[image: External link] had made a series commitment to Supergirl. It was also announced that Berlanti would co-write the first episode.[12]

After its first season, the show moved from being shown on CBS to being shown on The CW (the same network where other DC shows The Flash, Arrow, and Legends of Tomorrow air).
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He was born in Rye, New York[image: External link]. His parents are Barbara Moller Berlanti and Eugene Berlanti. Greg has one sister, Dina, and is the uncle of two nieces.[citation needed[image: External link]] He has Italian and Irish ancestry.[13] He described his early life in an August 2004 interview with Entertainment Weekly[image: External link]: "We were Italians in a town of WASPs[image: External link]" and his family was not "doing as well as 90% of the community."[citation needed[image: External link]] The Berlanti Television production logo, which follows each episode of shows he produces, features a family with their backs to the audience and the spoken quote, "Greg, move your head!" This is an homage to Berlanti's father, Gene, who would yell at Greg when he was blocking the television screen. Berlanti graduated from Northwestern University[image: External link] in 1994.[14]

Berlanti has been in a relationship with LA Galaxy[image: External link] soccer player Robbie Rogers[image: External link] since mid-2013.[15][16] On February 18, 2016, Berlanti, and Rogers, welcomed their first son via surrogacy[image: External link], Caleb Berlanti.[17] On December 31, 2016, Rogers and Berlanti announced they had become engaged.[18]
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	Year
	Series
	Director
	Writer
	Producer
	Notes



	1998–2003
	Dawson's Creek[image: External link]
	No
	Yes
	Yes
	



	2000
	Young Americans[image: External link]
	No
	Yes
	No
	



	2002–2006
	Everwood[image: External link]
	No
	Yes
	Yes
	



	2004–2005
	Jack & Bobby[image: External link]
	No
	Yes
	Yes
	



	2006–2008
	Brothers & Sisters[image: External link]
	No
	Yes
	Yes
	



	2007–2009
	Dirty Sexy Money[image: External link]
	No
	No
	Yes
	



	2008–2009
	Eli Stone[image: External link]
	No
	Yes
	Yes
	



	2010–2011
	No Ordinary Family[image: External link]
	No
	No
	Yes
	



	2012
	Political Animals[image: External link]
	Yes
	Yes
	Yes
	



	2012–present
	Arrow
	No
	Yes
	Yes
	



	2013
	Golden Boy[image: External link]
	No
	No
	Yes
	



	2013–2014
	The Tomorrow People[image: External link]
	No
	Yes
	Yes
	



	2014–present
	The Flash
	No
	Yes
	Yes
	



	2014–2016
	The Mysteries of Laura[image: External link]
	No
	No
	Yes
	



	2015–present
	Blindspot[image: External link]
	No
	No
	Yes
	



	Supergirl
	No
	Yes
	Yes
	



	2016–present
	Legends of Tomorrow
	No
	Yes
	Yes
	



	2017–present
	Riverdale[image: External link]
	No
	No
	Yes
	



	2017
	Black Lightning[image: External link]
	No
	No
	Yes
	Pilot ordered by The CW
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	Year
	Film
	Director
	Writer
	Producer
	Critical Reception



	Rotten Tomatoes
	Metacritic



	2000
	The Broken Hearts Club: A Romantic Comedy[image: External link]
	Yes
	Yes
	No
	63%[19]
	51 out of 100[20]



	2010
	Life As We Know It[image: External link]
	Yes
	No
	No
	28%[21]
	



	2011
	Green Lantern[image: External link]
	No
	Yes
	Yes
	26%[22]
	39 out of 100[23]



	2012
	Wrath of the Titans[image: External link]
	No
	Yes
	No
	25%[24]
	37 out of 100[25]



	2015
	Pan[image: External link]
	No
	No
	Yes
	26%[26]
	36 out of 100[27]



	2018
	Simon vs. the Homo Sapiens Agenda[image: External link]
	Yes
	No
	No
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Marc Guggenheim






Marc Guggenheim (born September 24, 1970)[1] is an American screenwriter, television producer, comic book writer, and novelist. He is best known as the creator of the television series Eli Stone[image: External link] (2008–2009), Arrow (2012–present), and Legends of Tomorrow (2016–present), as well as the writer of the feature films Green Lantern[image: External link] (2011), and Percy Jackson: Sea of Monsters[image: External link] (2013).
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Marc Guggenheim was born and raised on Long Island[image: External link], New York.[citation needed[image: External link]] He attended the University at Albany, State University of New York[image: External link]. His brothers are screenwriters Eric Guggenheim[image: External link] and David Guggenheim[image: External link].[2]
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 Career




Guggenheim worked in Boston[image: External link], Massachusetts[image: External link], as a lawyer and part-time writer for five years.[citation needed[image: External link]]
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 Television




After a romantic comedy[image: External link] script led to a few meetings with producers, he moved to California to pursue a career as a screenwriter. A script for The Practice[image: External link] was his first produced work. He eventually served as a producer for Law & Order[image: External link], Jack and Bobby[image: External link], CSI: Miami[image: External link], and In Justice[image: External link].

With Greg Berlanti, Guggenheim is the co-creator of the ABC[image: External link] show Eli Stone[image: External link]. He later became executive producer of ABC's No Ordinary Family[image: External link]. Guggenheim, together with Berlanti and Andrew Kreisberg, adapted the Green Arrow comics into the television series Arrow, where Guggenheim serves as co-showrunner.
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 Comic books




He served as an intern at Marvel[image: External link] for a time in 1990 for editor Terry Kavanagh[image: External link], and was the colorist[image: External link] for an eight-page Iceman[image: External link]/Human Torch[image: External link] story while there. His writing experiences also include the comic books Aquaman[image: External link] for DC Comics, Wolverine[image: External link] and The Punisher[image: External link] for Marvel, and scripts for the Rare Game Perfect Dark Zero[image: External link]. He wrote Blade[image: External link] for 12 issues with artist Howard Chaykin[image: External link].

In 2006, Guggenheim took over the writing of The Flash[image: External link].[3] Guggenheim's run concluded with the death of the fourth Flash, Bart Allen[image: External link].

In 2007, Guggenheim became one of the rotating team of writers on The Amazing Spider-Man[image: External link]. His first story appeared in Amazing Spider-Man #549. He also launched a creator-owned comic, Resurrection, for Oni Press[image: External link].

He wrote the comic book Young X-Men[image: External link] for Marvel[image: External link] which was launched in April 2008, and in 2008 was working on a comic with Hugh Jackman[image: External link] and Virgin Comics[image: External link], Nowhere Man[image: External link],[4] and on Super Zombies for Dynamite Entertainment[image: External link][5] and Stephen King[image: External link].[6]

He wrote the script for the 2009 video game X-Men Origins: Wolverine[image: External link], developed by Raven Software[image: External link], a video game based on the film[image: External link] of the same name.

Guggenheim was intended to take over Action Comics[image: External link] after the War of the Supermen[image: External link] limited series,[7] but was replaced by Paul Cornell[image: External link]. Guggenheim instead worked on Justice Society of America[image: External link].[8][9]

Guggenheim is Jewish[image: External link].[10]
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	Year
	Title
	Credited as
	Notes



	Writer
	Producer
	Executive producer



	2001
	The Practice[image: External link]
	Yes
	
	
	Writer (1 episode), staff writer



	2003
	Dragnet
	Yes
	
	
	Writer (1 episode)



	2001–2004
	Law & Order[image: External link]
	Yes
	Yes
	
	Writer (8 episodes), executive story editor; co-producer, producer



	2004–2005
	Jack & Bobby[image: External link]
	Yes
	Yes
	
	Writer (4 episodes); supervising producer



	2005
	CSI: Miami[image: External link]
	Yes
	Yes
	
	Writer (3 episodes); supervising producer



	2006
	In Justice[image: External link]
	Yes
	Yes
	
	Writer (1 episode); supervising producer



	2006–2007
	Brothers & Sisters[image: External link]
	Yes
	Yes
	
	Writer (2 episodes); consulting producer



	2008–2009
	Eli Stone[image: External link]
	Yes
	
	Yes
	Co-creator; writer (5 episodes)



	2009–2010
	Flashforward[image: External link]
	Yes
	
	Yes
	Writer (4 episodes)



	2010–2011
	No Ordinary Family[image: External link]
	Yes
	Yes
	
	Writer (3 episodes); consulting producer



	2012–present
	Arrow
	Yes
	
	Yes
	Co-developer; writer (27 episodes)



	2015–present
	Vixen
	Yes
	
	Yes
	Writer (1 episode)



	2016–present
	Legends of Tomorrow
	Yes
	
	Yes
	Co-developer; writer (8 episodes)



	2016
	Trollhunters[image: External link][11]
	Yes
	
	Yes
	Executive Producer; writer





[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Film






	Year
	Title
	Credit
	Notes



	2011
	Green Lantern[image: External link]
	Screen story by, screenplay by
	With Greg Berlanti & Michael Green and Michael Goldberg



	2013
	Percy Jackson: Sea of Monsters[image: External link]
	Screenplay by
	Based on the novel[image: External link] by Rick Riordan[image: External link]
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	Year
	Title
	Credit
	Notes



	2005
	Perfect Dark Zero[image: External link]
	Writer
	With Dale Murchie



	2006
	Call of Duty 3[image: External link]
	Writer
	With Richard Farrelly and Adam Gascoine



	2009
	Join the Mosaic
	Writer
	



	2009
	X-Men Origins: Wolverine[image: External link]
	Writer
	Based on the film[image: External link] directed by Gavin Hood[image: External link]



	2010
	Singularity[image: External link]
	Written by
	With Lindsey Allen and Emily Silver
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Overwatch (2014)
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 Marvel Comics





	
X-Men[image: External link] vol 4 #18–22 (with Harvey Tolibao, August–December 2014)

	
Volume 4: Exogenous (tpb, 112 pages, 2015)





	
Squadron Sinister[image: External link] #1–4 (4-issue limited series, June–November 2015)

	
Squadron Sinister (tpb, 141 pages, 2015) collects:

	"No Honor Among Thieves" (with Carlos Pacheco[image: External link], in #1, 2015)

	"The War To End All Warriors" (with Carlos Pacheco, in #2, 2015)

	"New Universal Destruction" (with Carlos Pacheco, in #3, 2015)

	"The Night Falls" (with Carlos Pacheco, in #4, 2015)









	
X-Tinction Agenda #1–4 (4-issue limited series, with Carmine Di Giandomenico[image: External link], June–September 2015, collected in X-Tinction Agenda: Warzones!, tpb, 112 pages, 2016)

	
Agents of S.H.I.E.L.D[image: External link] #1–... (with Germán Peralta, January 2016–ongoing)

	
X-Men: Gold #1-... (April 2017-ongoing)
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 Oni Press





	
Stringers #1–5 (5-issue limited series, with Justin Greenwood, August–December 2015, collected in Stringers Volume 1, tpb, 141 pages, 2016)
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 Legendary Comics





	
The Infinite Adventures of Jonas Quantum#1–6 (with Freddie E. Williams III, September 2015–February 2016)
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Andrew Kreisberg






Andrew Kreisberg (born April 23, 1971) is an American[image: External link] television writer[image: External link] and producer[image: External link], and comic book writer. He is best known as the creator of the television series Arrow (2012–present), The Flash (2014–present), Supergirl (2015–present), and Legends of Tomorrow (2016–present).
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Kreisberg graduated from the Boston University[image: External link] College of Communication[image: External link] in 1993.[1]
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His first job was on the short-lived animated sitcom[image: External link] Mission Hill[image: External link]. He has written for several other series including: Justice League[image: External link], The Simpsons[image: External link], Hope & Faith[image: External link], Boston Legal[image: External link], Lipstick Jungle[image: External link], Eli Stone[image: External link], The Vampire Diaries[image: External link], Star Wars: The Clone Wars[image: External link], My Family[image: External link], and Warehouse 13[image: External link].

In November 2015, Kreisberg signed a multi-year deal with Warner Bros. Television[image: External link], in which he will continue to develop new projects as well as remain the sole showrunner of The Flash, co-showrunner of Supergirl (along with Ali Adler[image: External link]), and executive producer on Arrow and Legends of Tomorrow.[2]
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 Fringe




In 2009, he joined the FOX[image: External link] science-fiction[image: External link]/ horror[image: External link] series Fringe[image: External link] as a co-executive producer and writer. At the end of season one[image: External link], Kreisberg left the show. He co-wrote the following episodes:


	" Midnight[image: External link]" (01.18) (co-written with co-executive producer J.H. Wyman[image: External link])


	" Unearthed[image: External link]" (02.11) (co-written with co-executive producer David H. Goodman[image: External link])
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 Booster Gold




In 2011, Kreisberg was hired to write a pilot based on DC Comics hero Booster Gold[image: External link], for Syfy[image: External link].[3] The script has gone through many iterations and is said to still be in consideration at the network.[4][5]
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 Arrow & The Flash




In 2011, Kreisberg, Marc Guggenheim, and Greg Berlanti began developing Arrow, a re-imagining of the DC Comics comic book character, Green Arrow, for The CW. In January 2012, The CW picked the project up to pilot[image: External link].[6] On January 31, 2012, actor Stephen Amell was cast in the title role of Oliver Queen/Arrow.[7] On May 11, 2012, The CW officially picked Arrow up to series. It premiered on October 10, 2012.

In July 2013, it was announced that Kreisberg, fellow Arrow co-creator Berlanti and DC Comics CCO Geoff Johns would be introducing Barry Allen during the shows sophomore year, with the 20th episode serving as a backdoor pilot[image: External link]. Actor Grant Gustin[image: External link] was cast and first appeared in episode 208, "The Scientist".[8] CW brass were so pleased with the handling of the character that they greenlit a full-fledged pilot, foregoing the backdoor version.[9] In May 2014, The Flash was officially ordered to series.[10] It premiered October 7, 2014, to critical and public acclaim.

On February 26, 2015, it was announced that Kreisberg, along with Guggenheim and Berlanti, would write/executive produce a spin-off series featuring The Atom/Brandon Routh, Captain Cold/Wentworth Miller[image: External link], Martin Stein/Victor Garber[image: External link], and Caity Lotz, for a potential 2016 premiere.[11]
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 Comics




Kreisberg has written the comic book series Green Arrow and Black Canary[image: External link], Batman Confidential[image: External link]

In 2008, Arcana Comics began publishing Helen Killer, a comic book by Kreisberg with art by Matthew Rice. In it, a college-aged Helen Keller[image: External link] is given a device which allows her to see and hear and which increases her physical abilities, at which point she is hired to protect the President of the United States.

It was announced in July 2014, that Kreisberg and Arrow executive story editor Ben Sokolowski[image: External link] would be taking over the Green Arrow title in October of that year, beginning with issue #35.[12]
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 Filmography






	Year
	Title
	Credited as
	Notes



	Writer
	Producer
	Executive producer



	1998
	Malcolm & Eddie[image: External link]
	Yes
	
	
	Writer (1 episode)



	2000–2002
	Mission Hill[image: External link]
	Yes
	
	
	Writer (1 episode)



	2001
	Cousin Skeeter[image: External link]
	Yes
	
	
	Writer (1 episode)



	2002–2003
	The Simpsons[image: External link]
	Yes
	
	
	Writer (2 episodes), story editor, executive story editor



	2002–2004
	Justice League[image: External link]
	Yes
	
	
	Writer (3 episodes)



	2003–2004
	Hope & Faith[image: External link]
	Yes
	Yes
	
	Writer (2 episodes); co-producer



	2005–2007
	Boston Legal[image: External link]
	Yes
	Yes
	
	Writer (9 episodes); producer



	2007
	The Wedding Bells[image: External link]
	
	Yes
	
	Supervising producer



	2008
	Lipstick Jungle[image: External link]
	Yes
	
	
	Writer (1 episode)



	2008–2009
	Eli Stone[image: External link]
	Yes
	Yes
	
	Writer (7 episodes); supervising producer, co-executive producer



	2009
	The Vampire Diaries[image: External link]
	Yes
	Yes
	
	Writer (2 episodes); co-executive producer



	2009
	Star Wars: The Clone Wars[image: External link]
	Yes
	
	
	Writer (1 episode)



	2009–2010
	Fringe[image: External link]
	Yes
	Yes
	
	Writer (2 episodes); co-executive producer



	2009–2011
	My Family[image: External link]
	Yes
	
	
	Writer (2 episodes)



	2010–2011
	Warehouse 13[image: External link]
	Yes
	Yes
	
	Writer (4 episodes); co-executive producer



	2011
	Red Faction: Origins[image: External link]
	Yes
	
	
	TV movie; with Paul de Meo and Danny Bilson, based on the video game[image: External link] developed by Volition



	2012–present
	Arrow
	Yes
	
	Yes
	Co-developer; writer (17 episodes)



	2014–present
	The Flash
	Yes
	
	Yes
	Co-developer; writer (10 episodes)



	2015
	The Oscars[image: External link]
	Yes
	
	
	TV special; with Greg Berlanti & Seth Grahame-Smith & Michael Green



	2015–present
	Supergirl
	Yes
	
	Yes
	Co-developer; writer (5 episodes)



	2016–present
	Legends of Tomorrow
	Yes
	
	Yes
	Co-developer; writer (2 episodes)
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DC Comics






This article is about the US publisher of comics. For the Scottish publisher of comics and newspapers, see DC Thomson[image: External link].

DC Comics, Inc. is an American[image: External link] comic book[image: External link] publisher. It is the publishing unit of DC Entertainment,[4][5] a subsidiary of Warner Bros. Entertainment, Inc.[image: External link], a division of Time Warner[image: External link]. DC Comics is one of the largest and oldest American comic book companies, and produces material featuring numerous well-known heroic characters[image: External link] including Superman[image: External link], Batman[image: External link], Wonder Woman[image: External link], Green Lantern[image: External link], The Flash, Aquaman[image: External link], Hawkman, Hawkgirl, Green Arrow, Martian Manhunter[image: External link], Cyborg[image: External link], Static[image: External link], Zatanna[image: External link], and Shazam[image: External link]. Most of their material takes place in the fictional[image: External link] DC Universe[image: External link], which also features teams such as the Justice League[image: External link], the Justice Society of America[image: External link], the Suicide Squad[image: External link], and the Teen Titans[image: External link], and well-known villains such as the Joker[image: External link], Lex Luthor[image: External link], Darkseid[image: External link], Catwoman[image: External link], Ra's al Ghul, Deathstroke, Reverse-Flash[image: External link], Sinestro[image: External link], Black Adam[image: External link], and Brainiac[image: External link]. The company has also published non-DC Universe-related material, including Watchmen[image: External link], V for Vendetta[image: External link], and many titles under their alternative imprint Vertigo[image: External link].

The initials "DC" came from the company's popular series Detective Comics[image: External link], which featured Batman's debut and subsequently became part of the company's name.[6] Originally in Manhattan at 432 Fourth Avenue, the DC Comics offices have been located at 480 and later 575 Lexington Avenue; 909 Third Avenue; 75 Rockefeller Plaza; 666 Fifth Avenue; and 1325 Avenue of the Americas. DC had its headquarters at 1700 Broadway, Midtown Manhattan[image: External link], New York City[image: External link], but it was announced in October 2013 that DC Entertainment would relocate its headquarters from New York to Burbank, California[image: External link] in 2015.[7]

Random House[image: External link] distributes DC Comics' books to the bookstore market,[citation needed[image: External link]] while Diamond Comic Distributors[image: External link] supplies the comics shop specialty market[image: External link].[7][citation needed[image: External link]] DC Comics and its major, longtime competitor Marvel Comics[image: External link] (acquired in 2009 by The Walt Disney Company[image: External link], Time Warner's main competitor) together shared 70% of the American comic book market in 2016.[8]
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Entrepreneur Major Malcolm Wheeler-Nicholson[image: External link] founded National Allied Publications in autumn 1934.[1][9][10] The company debuted with the tabloid[image: External link]-sized New Fun: The Big Comic Magazine[image: External link] #1 with a cover date[image: External link] of February 1935.[11][12] The company's second title, New Comics[image: External link] #1 (Dec. 1935), appeared in a size close to what would become comic books' standard during the period fans and historians call the Golden Age of Comic Books[image: External link], with slightly larger dimensions than today's.[13] That title evolved into Adventure Comics[image: External link], which continued through issue #503 in 1983, becoming one of the longest-running comic-book series. In 2009 DC revived Adventure Comics with its original numbering.[14] In 1935, Jerry Siegel[image: External link] and Joe Shuster[image: External link], the future creators of Superman[image: External link], created Doctor Occult[image: External link], who is the earliest DC Comics character to still be in the DC Universe[image: External link].

Wheeler-Nicholson's third and final title, Detective Comics[image: External link], advertised with a cover illustration dated December 1936, eventually premiered three months late with a March 1937 cover date. The themed anthology series would become a sensation with the introduction of Batman[image: External link] in issue #27 (May 1939). By then, however, Wheeler-Nicholson had gone. In 1937, in debt to printing-plant owner and magazine distributor Harry Donenfeld[image: External link]—who also published pulp magazines and operated as a principal in the magazine distributorship Independent News[image: External link]—Wheeler-Nicholson had to take Donenfeld on as a partner in order to publish Detective Comics #1. Detective Comics, Inc. was formed, with Wheeler-Nicholson and Jack S. Liebowitz[image: External link], Donenfeld's accountant, listed as owners. Major Wheeler-Nicholson remained for a year, but cash-flow problems continued, and he was forced out. Shortly afterward, Detective Comics, Inc. purchased the remains of National Allied, also known as Nicholson Publishing, at a bankruptcy auction.[15]

Detective Comics, Inc. soon launched a fourth title, Action Comics[image: External link], the premiere of which introduced Superman[image: External link]. Action Comics #1 (June 1938), the first comic book to feature the new character archetype—soon known as " superheroes[image: External link]"—proved a sales hit. The company quickly introduced such other popular characters as the Sandman[image: External link] and Batman[image: External link].

On February 22, 2010, a copy of Action Comics #1 (June 1938) sold at an auction[image: External link] from an anonymous seller to an anonymous buyer for $1 million, besting the $317,000 record for a comic book set by a different copy, in lesser condition, the previous year.[16]
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 The Golden Age




Main article: Golden Age of Comic Books[image: External link]


National Allied Publications soon merged with Detective Comics, Inc. to form National Comics Publications[image: External link] on September 30, 1946,[17] which absorbed an affiliated concern, Max Gaines[image: External link]' and Liebowitz' All-American Publications[image: External link]. That year, Gaines let Liebowitz buy him out, and kept only Picture Stories from the Bible as the foundation of his own new company, EC Comics[image: External link]. At that point, "Liebowitz promptly orchestrated the merger of All-American and Detective Comics into National Comics... Next he took charge of organizing National Comics, [the self-distributorship] Independent News, and their affiliated firms into a single corporate entity, National Periodical Publications".[18] National Periodical Publications became publicly traded on the stock market in 1961.[19][20]

Despite the official names "National Comics" and "National Periodical Publications", the company began branding itself as "Superman-DC" as early as 1940, and the company became known colloquially as DC Comics for years before the official adoption of that name in 1977.[21]

The company began to move aggressively against what it saw as copyright-violating[image: External link] imitations from other companies, such as Fox Comics[image: External link]' Wonder Man[image: External link], which (according to court testimony) Fox started as a copy of Superman. This extended to DC suing Fawcett Comics[image: External link] over Captain Marvel[image: External link], at the time comics' top-selling character (see National Comics Publications, Inc. v. Fawcett Publications, Inc.[image: External link]). Despite the fact that parallels between Captain Marvel and Superman seemed more tenuous (Captain Marvel's powers came from magic[image: External link], unlike Superman's), the courts ruled that substantial and deliberate copying of copyrighted material had occurred. Faced with declining sales and the prospect of bankruptcy if it lost, Fawcett capitulated in 1955 and ceased comics publication. Years later, Fawcett sold the rights for Captain Marvel to DC—which in 1974 revived Captain Marvel in the new title Shazam! featuring artwork by his creator, C. C. Beck[image: External link]. In the meantime, the abandoned trademark had been seized by Marvel Comics[image: External link] in 1967, with the creation of their Captain Marvel[image: External link], disallowing the DC comic itself to be called that. While Captain Marvel did not recapture his old popularity, he later appeared in a Saturday morning live action TV adaptation[image: External link] and gained a prominent place in the mainstream continuity DC calls the DC Universe[image: External link].

When the popularity of superheroes faded in the late 1940s, the company focused on such genres as science fiction[image: External link], Westerns[image: External link], humor[image: External link], and romance[image: External link]. DC also published crime[image: External link] and horror[image: External link] titles, but relatively tame ones, and thus avoided the mid-1950s backlash against such comics. A handful of the most popular superhero-titles, including Action Comics and Detective Comics, the medium's two longest-running titles, continued publication.
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 The Silver Age




Main article: Silver Age of Comic Books[image: External link]


In the mid-1950s, editorial director Irwin Donenfeld[image: External link] and publisher Liebowitz directed editor Julius Schwartz[image: External link] (whose roots lay in the science-fiction[image: External link] book market) to produce a one-shot[image: External link] Flash story in the try-out title Showcase[image: External link]. Instead of reviving the old character, Schwartz had writers Robert Kanigher[image: External link] and John Broome[image: External link], penciler[image: External link] Carmine Infantino[image: External link], and inker[image: External link] Joe Kubert[image: External link] create an entirely new super-speedster, updating and modernizing the Flash's civilian[image: External link] identity, costume, and origin with a science-fiction bent. The Flash's reimagining in Showcase #4 (October 1956) proved sufficiently popular that it soon led to a similar revamping of the Green Lantern[image: External link] character, the introduction of the modern all-star team Justice League of America[image: External link] (JLA), and many more superheroes, heralding what historians and fans call the Silver Age of comic books[image: External link].

National did not reimagine its continuing characters (primarily Superman, Batman, and Wonder Woman), but radically overhauled them. The Superman family of titles, under editor Mort Weisinger[image: External link], introduced such enduring characters as Supergirl[image: External link], Bizarro[image: External link], and Brainiac[image: External link]. The Batman titles, under editor Jack Schiff, introduced the successful Batwoman[image: External link], Bat-Girl[image: External link], Ace the Bat-Hound[image: External link], and Bat-Mite[image: External link] in an attempt to modernize the strip with non-science-fiction elements. Schwartz, together with artist Infantino, then revitalized Batman in what the company promoted as the "New Look", re-emphasizing Batman as a detective. Meanwhile, editor Kanigher successfully introduced a whole family of Wonder Woman characters having fantastic adventures in a mythological context.

DC's introduction of the reimagined superheroes did not go unnoticed by other comics companies. In 1961, with DC's JLA as the specific spur,[n 1] Marvel Comics[image: External link] writer-editor Stan Lee[image: External link] and legendary creator Jack Kirby[image: External link] ushered in the sub-Silver Age "Marvel Age" of comics with the debut issue of The Fantastic Four[image: External link].[22]

Since the 1940s, when Superman, Batman, and many of the company's other heroes began appearing in stories together, DC's characters inhabited a shared continuity[image: External link] that, decades later, was dubbed the "DC Universe[image: External link]" by fans. With the story "Flash of Two Worlds[image: External link]", in Flash #123 (September 1961), editor Schwartz (with writer Gardner Fox[image: External link] and artists Infantino and Joe Giella[image: External link]) introduced a concept that allowed slotting the 1930s and 1940s Golden Age[image: External link] heroes into this continuity via the explanation that they lived on an other-dimensional "Earth 2", as opposed to the modern heroes' "Earth 1"—in the process creating the foundation for what would later be called the DC Multiverse[image: External link].

A 1966 Batman[image: External link] TV show[image: External link] on the ABC[image: External link] network sparked a temporary spike in comic book sales, and a brief fad for superheroes in Saturday morning animation[image: External link] ( Filmation[image: External link] created most of DC's initial cartoons) and other media. DC significantly lightened the tone[image: External link] of many DC comics—particularly Batman[image: External link] and Detective Comics[image: External link]—to better complement the "camp" tone of the TV series. This tone coincided with the famous "Go-Go Checks" checkerboard[image: External link] cover-dress which featured a black-and-white checkerboard strip (all DC books cover dated February 1966 until August 1967) at the top of each comic, a misguided attempt by then-managing editor Irwin Donenfeld to make DC's output "stand out on the newsracks".[23]

In 1967, Batman artist Infantino (who had designed popular Silver Age characters Batgirl and the Phantom Stranger) rose from art director to become DC's editorial director. With the growing popularity of upstart rival Marvel Comics[image: External link] threatening to topple DC from its longtime number-one position in the comics industry, he attempted to infuse the company with more focus towards marketing new and existing titles and characters with more adult sensibilities towards an emerging older age group of superhero comic book fans that grew out of Marvel's efforts to market their superhero line to college-aged adults. This push for more mature content reached its peak with the 1986 DC Universe relaunch. He also recruited major talents such as ex-Marvel artist and Spider-Man[image: External link] co-creator Steve Ditko[image: External link] and promising newcomers Neal Adams[image: External link] and Denny O'Neil[image: External link] and replaced some existing DC editors with artist-editors, including Joe Kubert[image: External link] and Dick Giordano[image: External link], to give DC's output a more artistic critical eye.
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 Kinney National subsidiary




In 1967, National Periodical Publications was purchased by Kinney National Company[image: External link], which later purchased Warner Bros.-Seven Arts[image: External link] and became Warner Communications[image: External link].[24][not in citation given[image: External link]]

In 1970, Jack Kirby[image: External link] moved from Marvel Comics to DC, at the end of the Silver Age of Comics[image: External link], in which Kirby's contributions to Marvel played a large, integral role. Given carte blanche to write and illustrate his own stories, he created a handful of thematically linked series he called collectively The Fourth World[image: External link]. In the existing series Superman's Pal Jimmy Olsen[image: External link] and in his own, newly launched series New Gods[image: External link], Mister Miracle[image: External link], and The Forever People[image: External link], Kirby introduced such enduring characters and concepts as archvillain Darkseid[image: External link] and the otherdimensional realm Apokolips[image: External link]. While sales were respectable, they did not meet DC management's initially high expectations, and also suffered from a lack of comprehension and internal support from Infantino. By 1973 the "Fourth World" was all cancelled, although Kirby's conceptions would soon become integral to the broadening of the DC Universe. Kirby created other series for DC, including Kamandi[image: External link], about a teenaged boy in a post-apocalyptic[image: External link] world of anthropomorphic talking animals.
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Main article: Bronze Age of Comic Books[image: External link]


Following the science-fiction innovations of the Silver Age[image: External link], the comics of the 1970s and 1980s would become known as the Bronze Age, as fantasy gave way to more naturalistic[image: External link] and sometimes darker themes. Illegal drug use, banned by the Comics Code Authority[image: External link], explicitly appeared in comics for the first time in Marvel Comics' The Amazing Spider-Man[image: External link] in early 1971, and after the Code's updating in response, DC offered a drug-fueled storyline in writer Dennis O'Neil[image: External link] and artist Neal Adams[image: External link]' Green Lantern[image: External link], beginning with the story "Snowbirds Don't Fly" in the retitled Green Lantern / Green Arrow #85 (Sept. 1971), which depicted Speedy, the teen sidekick of superhero archer Green Arrow, as having become a heroin[image: External link] addict.

Jenette Kahn[image: External link], a former children's magazine publisher, replaced Infantino as editorial director in January 1976. DC had attempted to compete with the now-surging Marvel by dramatically increasing its output and attempting to win the market by flooding it. This included launching series featuring such new characters as Firestorm[image: External link] and Shade, the Changing Man[image: External link], as well as an increasing array of non-superhero titles, in an attempt to recapture the pre- Wertham[image: External link] days of post-War comicdom. In June 1978, five months before the release of the first Superman movie[image: External link], Kahn expanded the line further, increasing the number of titles and story pages, and raising the price from 35 cents to 50 cents. Most series received eight-page back-up features while some had full-length twenty-five page stories. This was a move the company called the "DC Explosion".[25] The move was not successful, however, and corporate parent Warner dramatically cut back on these largely unsuccessful titles, firing many staffers in what industry watchers dubbed "the DC Implosion[image: External link]".[26] In September 1978, the line was dramatically reduced and standard-size books returned to 17 story pages but for a still-increased 40 cents.[27] By 1980, the books returned to 50 cents with a 25-page story count but the story pages replaced house ads in the books.

Seeking new ways to boost market share[image: External link], the new team of publisher Kahn, vice president Paul Levitz[image: External link], and managing editor Giordano addressed the issue of talent instability. To that end—and following the example of Atlas/Seaboard Comics[image: External link][28] and such independent companies as Eclipse Comics[image: External link]—DC began to offer royalties[image: External link] in place of the industry-standard work-for-hire[image: External link] agreement in which creators worked for a flat fee and signed away all rights, giving talent a financial incentive tied to the success of their work. In addition, emulating the era's new television form, the miniseries[image: External link] while addressing the matter of an excessive number of ongoing titles fizzling out within a few issues of their start, DC created the industry concept of the comic book limited series[image: External link]. This publishing format allowed for the deliberate creation of finite storylines within a more flexible publishing format that could showcase creations without forcing the talent into unsustainable openended commitments.

These changes in policy shaped the future of the medium as a whole, and in the short term allowed DC to entice creators away from rival Marvel, and encourage stability on individual titles. In November 1980 DC launched the ongoing series The New Teen Titans[image: External link], by writer Marv Wolfman[image: External link] and artist George Pérez[image: External link], two popular talents with a history of success. Their superhero-team comic, superficially similar to Marvel's ensemble series X-Men[image: External link], but rooted in DC history, earned significant sales[29] in part due to the stability of the creative team, who both continued with the title for six full years. In addition, Wolfman and Pérez took advantage of the limited-series option to create a spin-off[image: External link] title, Tales of the New Teen Titans, to present origin stories of their original characters without having to break the narrative flow of the main series or oblige them to double their work load with another ongoing title.
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Main article: Modern Age of Comic Books[image: External link]


This successful revitalization of the Silver Age Teen Titans led DC's editors[citation needed[image: External link]] to seek the same for the wider DC Universe[image: External link]. The result, the Wolfman/Pérez 12-issue limited series Crisis on Infinite Earths[image: External link], gave the company an opportunity to realign and jettison some of the characters' complicated backstory and continuity discrepancies. A companion publication, two volumes entitled The History of the DC Universe, set out the revised history of the major DC characters. Crisis featured many key deaths that would shape the DC Universe for the following decades, and separate the timeline of DC publications into pre- and post-"Crisis".

Meanwhile, a parallel update had started in the non-superhero and horror titles. Since early 1984, the work of British[image: External link] writer Alan Moore[image: External link] had revitalized the horror series The Saga of the Swamp Thing[image: External link], and soon numerous British writers, including Neil Gaiman[image: External link] and Grant Morrison[image: External link], began freelancing for the company. The resulting influx of sophisticated horror-fantasy material led to DC in 1993 establishing the Vertigo[image: External link] mature-readers imprint, which did not subscribe to the Comics Code Authority[image: External link].[citation needed[image: External link]]

Two DC limited series, Batman: The Dark Knight Returns[image: External link] by Frank Miller[image: External link] and Watchmen[image: External link] by Moore and artist Dave Gibbons[image: External link], drew attention in the mainstream press for their dark psychological complexity and promotion of the antihero.[citation needed[image: External link]] These titles helped pave the way for comics to be more widely accepted in literary-criticism circles and to make inroads into the book industry, with collected editions of these series as commercially successful trade paperbacks[image: External link].[citation needed[image: External link]]

The mid-1980s also saw the end of many long-running DC war comics[image: External link], including series that had been in print since the 1960s. These titles, all with over 100 issues, included Sgt. Rock[image: External link], G.I. Combat[image: External link], The Unknown Soldier[image: External link], and Weird War Tales[image: External link].
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 Time Warner unit (1990–present)




In March 1989, Warner Communications merged with Time Inc.[image: External link], making DC Comics a subsidiary of Time Warner. In June, the first Tim Burton directed Batman movie[image: External link] was released, and DC began publishing its hardcover series of DC Archive Editions[image: External link], collections of many of their early, key comics series, featuring rare and expensive stories unseen by many modern fans. Restoration for many of the Archive Editions was handled by Rick Keene with colour restoration by DC's long-time resident colourist, Bob LeRose[image: External link]. These collections attempted to retroactively credit many of the writers and artists who had worked without much recognition for DC during the early period of comics, when individual credits were few and far between.

The comics industry experienced a brief boom in the early 1990s, thanks to a combination of speculative purchasing (mass purchase of the books as collectible items, with intent to resell at a higher value as the rising value of older issues was thought to imply that all comics would rise dramatically in price) and several storylines which gained attention from the mainstream media. DC's extended storylines in which Superman was killed[image: External link], Batman was crippled[image: External link] and superhero Green Lantern turned into the supervillain Parallax[image: External link] resulted in dramatically increased sales, but the increases were as temporary as the hero's replacements. Sales dropped off as the industry went into a major slump, while manufactured "collectibles" numbering in the millions replaced quality with quantity until fans and speculators alike deserted the medium in droves.

DC's Piranha Press[image: External link] and other imprints (including the mature readers line Vertigo[image: External link], and Helix[image: External link], a short-lived science fiction imprint) were introduced to facilitate compartmentalized diversification and allow for specialized marketing of individual product lines. They increased the use of non-traditional contractual arrangements, including the dramatic rise of creator-owned projects, leading to a significant increase in critically lauded work (much of it for Vertigo) and the licensing of material from other companies. DC also increased publication of book-store friendly formats, including trade paperback[image: External link] collections of individual serial comics, as well as original graphic novels[image: External link].

One of the other imprints was Impact Comics[image: External link] from 1991 to 1992 in which the Archie Comics[image: External link] superheroes were licensed and revamped.[30][31] The stories in the line were part of its own shared universe.[32]

DC entered into a publishing agreement with Milestone Media[image: External link] that gave DC a line of comics featuring a culturally and racially diverse range of superhero characters. Although the Milestone line ceased publication after a few years, it yielded the popular animated series Static Shock[image: External link]. DC established Paradox Press[image: External link] to publish material such as the large-format Big Book of... series of multi-artist interpretations on individual themes, and such crime fiction as the graphic novel Road to Perdition[image: External link]. In 1998, DC purchased Wildstorm[image: External link] Comics, Jim Lee[image: External link]'s imprint under the Image Comics[image: External link] banner, continuing it for many years as a wholly separate imprint – and fictional universe[image: External link] – with its own style and audience. As part of this purchase, DC also began to publish titles under the fledgling WildStorm sub-imprint America's Best Comics[image: External link] (ABC), a series of titles created by Alan Moore[image: External link], including The League of Extraordinary Gentlemen[image: External link], Tom Strong[image: External link], and Promethea[image: External link]. Moore strongly contested this situation, and DC eventually stopped publishing ABC.
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 2000s




In March 2003 DC acquired publishing and merchandising rights to the long-running fantasy series Elfquest[image: External link], previously self-published by creators Wendy and Richard Pini[image: External link] under their WaRP Graphics[image: External link] publication banner. This series then followed another non-DC title, Tower Comics[image: External link]' series T.H.U.N.D.E.R. Agents[image: External link], in collection into DC Archive Editions. In 2004 DC temporarily acquired the North American publishing rights to graphic novels from European publishers 2000 AD[image: External link] and Humanoids[image: External link]. It also rebranded its younger-audience titles with the mascot Johnny DC[image: External link], and established the CMX[image: External link] imprint to reprint translated manga[image: External link]. In 2006, CMX took over from Dark Horse Comics[image: External link] publication of the webcomic Megatokyo[image: External link] in print form. DC also took advantage of the demise of Kitchen Sink Press[image: External link] and acquired the rights to much of the work of Will Eisner[image: External link], such as his The Spirit[image: External link] series and his graphic novels.

In 2004, DC began laying the groundwork for a full continuity-reshuffling sequel to Crisis on Infinite Earths, promising substantial changes to the DC Universe (and side-stepping the 1994 Zero Hour[image: External link] event which similarly tried to ret-con[image: External link] the history of the DCU). In 2005, the critically lauded Batman Begins[image: External link] film was released; also, the company published several limited series establishing increasingly escalated conflicts among DC's heroes, with events climaxing in the Infinite Crisis[image: External link] limited series. Immediately after this event, DC's ongoing series jumped forward a full year[image: External link] in their in-story continuity, as DC launched a weekly series, 52[image: External link], to gradually fill in the missing time. Concurrently, DC lost the copyright to "Superboy" (while retaining the trademark) when the heirs of Jerry Siegel[image: External link] used a provision of the 1976 revision to the copyright law to regain ownership.

In 2005, DC launched its " All-Star[image: External link]" line (evoking the title of the 1940s publication[image: External link]), designed to feature some of the company's best-known characters in stories that eschewed the long and convoluted continuity of the DC Universe. The line began with All-Star Batman & Robin the Boy Wonder and All-Star Superman, with All Star Wonder Woman and All Star Batgirl announced in 2006 but neither being released nor scheduled as of the end of 2009.[33]

DC licensed characters from the Archie Comics[image: External link] imprint Red Circle Comics[image: External link] by 2007.[34] They appeared in the Red Circle line, based in the DC Universe, with a series of one-shots[image: External link] followed by a miniseries that lead into two ongoing titles, each lasting 10 issues.[32][35]
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 2010s




In 2011, DC rebooted all of its running titles following the Flashpoint[image: External link] story line. The reboot, called The New 52[image: External link], gave new origin stories and costume designs to all of DC's characters.

In 2014, DC announced an eight-issue miniseries titled "Convergence"[image: External link] which began in April 2015.[36][37][38][39]

On October 22, 2016, AT&T[image: External link] reached a deal to buy Time Warner for over $80 billion. If approved by federal regulators, the merger would bring Time Warner's properties, including DC Comics, under the same umbrella as AT&T's telecommunication holdings, including satellite provider DirecTV[image: External link].
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 DC Entertainment




In September 2009, Warner Bros. announced that DC Comics would become a subsidiary of DC Entertainment, Inc., with Diane Nelson[image: External link], President of Warner Premiere[image: External link], becoming president of the newly formed holding company and DC Comics President and Publisher Paul Levitz moving to the position of Contributing Editor and Overall Consultant there.[40]

On February 18, 2010, DC Entertainment named Jim Lee[image: External link] and Dan DiDio[image: External link] as Co-Publishers of DC Comics, Geoff Johns as Chief Creative Officer, John Rood as EVP (Executive Vice President) of Sales, Marketing and Business Development, and Patrick Caldon as EVP of Finance and Administration.[41][42]

DC licensed pulp characters including Doc Savage[image: External link] and the Spirit[image: External link] which it then used, along with some DC heroes, as part the First Wave[image: External link] comics line launched in 2010 and lasting through fall 2011.[43][44][45]

In May 2011, DC announced it would begin releasing digital versions of their comics on the same day as paper versions.[46]

On June 1, 2011, DC announced that it would end all ongoing series set in the DC Universe in August and relaunch[image: External link] its comic line with 52 issue #1s, starting with Justice League[image: External link] on August 31 (written by Geoff Johns and drawn by Jim Lee), with the rest to follow later on in September.[47][48]

On June 4, 2013, DC unveiled two new digital comic innovations to enhance interactivity: DC2 and DC2 Multiverse. DC2 layers dynamic artwork onto digital comic panels, adding a new level of dimension to digital storytelling, while DC2 Multiverse allows readers to determine a specific story outcome by selecting individual characters, storylines and plot developments while reading the comic, meaning one digital comic has multiple outcomes. DC2 will first appear in the upcoming digital-first title, Batman '66[image: External link], based on the 1960s television series[image: External link] and DC2 Multiverse will first appear in Batman: Arkham Origins[image: External link], a digital-first title based on the video game of the same name[image: External link].[49]

In October 2013, DC Entertainment (DCE) announced that the DC Comics offices would be moved from New York City to Warner Bros. Burbank, California, headquarters in 2015. The other DCE units - animation, movie, TV and portfolio planning - had preceded DC Comics by moving there in 2010.[50]
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 DC Films




Warner Bros. Pictures reorganized in May 2016 to have genre responsible film executives, thus DC Entertainment franchise films under Warner Bros. were placed under a newly created division, DC Films, under Warner Bros. executive vice president Jon Berg[image: External link] and DC chief content officer Geoff Johns. This was done in the same vein as Marvel Studios[image: External link] in unifying DC film making under a single vision and clarify green lighting process. Johns also kept his existing role at DC Comics.[51]


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Logo




DC's first logo[image: External link] appeared on the April 1940 issues of its titles. The letters "DC" stood for Detective Comics, the name of Batman's flagship title. The small logo, with no background, read simply, "A DC Publication".

The November 1941 DC titles introduced an updated logo. This version was almost twice the size of the previous one, and was the first version with a white background. The name "Superman" was added to "A DC Publication", effectively acknowledging both Superman and Batman. This logo was the first to occupy the top-left corner of the cover, where the logo has usually resided since. The company now referred to itself in its advertising as "Superman-DC".

In November 1949, the logo was modified to incorporate the company's formal name, National Comics Publications. This logo would also serve as the round body of Johnny DC, DC's mascot[image: External link] in the 1960s.

In October 1970, DC briefly retired the circular logo in favor of a simple "DC" in a rectangle with the name of the title, or the star of the book; the logo on many issues of Action Comics, for example, read "DC Superman". An image of the lead character either appeared above or below the rectangle. For books that did not have a single star, such as anthologies[image: External link] like House of Mystery[image: External link] or team series such as Justice League of America, the title and "DC" appeared in a stylized logo, such as a bat[image: External link] for "House of Mystery". This use of characters as logos helped to establish the likenesses as trademarks[image: External link], and was similar to Marvel's contemporaneous use of characters as part of its cover branding.

DC's "100 Page Super-Spectacular"[image: External link] titles and later 100-page and "Giant" issues published from 1972 to 1974 featured a logo exclusive to these editions: the letters "DC" in a simple sans-serif[image: External link] typeface[image: External link] within a circle. A variant had the letters in a square.

The July 1972 DC titles featured a new circular logo. The letters "DC" were rendered in a block-like typeface that would remain through later logo revisions until 2005. The title of the book usually appeared inside the circle, either above or below the letters.

In December 1973, this logo was modified with the addition of the words "The Line of DC Super-Stars" and the star motif that would continue in later logos. This logo was placed in the top center of the cover from August 1975 to October 1976.

When Jenette Kahn became DC's publisher[image: External link] in late 1976, she commissioned graphic designer Milton Glaser[image: External link] to design a new logo. Popularly referred to as the "DC bullet", this logo premiered on the February 1977 titles. Although it varied in size and color and was at times cropped by the edges of the cover, or briefly rotated 4 degrees, it remained essentially unchanged for nearly three decades. Despite logo changes since 2005, the old "DC bullet" continues to be used only on the DC Archive Editions[image: External link] series.

In July 1987, DC released variant editions of Justice League #3 and The Fury of Firestorm #61 with a new DC logo. It featured a picture of Superman in a circle surrounded by the words "SUPERMAN COMICS". The company released these variants to newsstands in certain markets as a marketing test.[52]

On May 8, 2005, a new logo[image: External link] (dubbed the "DC spin") was unveiled, debuting on DC titles in June 2005 with DC Special: The Return of Donna Troy[image: External link] #1 and the rest of the titles the following week. In addition to comics, it was designed for DC properties in other media, which was used for movies since Batman Begins[image: External link], with Superman Returns[image: External link] showing the logo's normal variant, and the TV series Smallville[image: External link], the animated series Justice League Unlimited[image: External link] and others, as well as for collectibles[image: External link] and other merchandise. The logo was designed by Josh Beatman of Brainchild Studios[53] and DC executive[image: External link] Richard Bruning[image: External link].[54]

In March 2012, DC unveiled a new logo consisting of the letter “D” flipping back to reveal the letter “C” and "DC ENTERTAINMENT".[55] The Dark Knight Rises[image: External link] was the first film to use the new logo, while the TV series Arrow was the first series to feature the new logo.

DC Entertainment announced a new identity and logo for another iconic DC Comics universe brand on May 17, 2016. The new logo was first used on May 25, 2016, in conjunction with the release of DC Universe: Rebirth Special #1 by Geoff Johns.[56]


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Imprints





[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Active as of 2017





	
DC[image: External link] (1937–present)

	
Young Animal[image: External link] (2016–present)

	
Wildstorm[image: External link] (1999–2010, 2017–present)





	
Vertigo[image: External link] (1993–present)[57]


	
Mad[image: External link] (1953-present)
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 Defunct





	
All Star[image: External link] (2005–2008)

	
Amalgam Comics[image: External link] (1996–1997; jointly with Marvel Comics[image: External link])

	
DC Focus[image: External link] (2004–2005; merged with main DC[image: External link] line)

	
Elseworlds[image: External link] (1989–2004)

	
First Wave[image: External link] (2010–2011; licensed from Condé Nast Publications[image: External link] and Will Eisner[image: External link] Library)

	
Helix[image: External link] (1996–1998; merged with Vertigo[image: External link])

	
Impact Comics[image: External link] (1991–1993; licensed from Archie Comics[image: External link])

	
Johnny DC[image: External link] (2004–2012)

	
Milestone Media[image: External link] (1993–1997)

	
Minx[image: External link] (2007–2008)

	
Paradox Press[image: External link] (1998–2003)

	
Piranha Press[image: External link] (1989–1993; renamed Paradox Press[image: External link])

	
Tangent Comics[image: External link] (1997–1998)

	
WildStorm[image: External link] Productions (1999–2010)

	
America's Best Comics[image: External link] (1999–2005)

	
Cliffhanger[image: External link] (1999–2004; merged to form WildStorm Signature[image: External link])

	
CMX Manga[image: External link] (2004–2010)

	
Homage Comics[image: External link] (1999–2004; merged to form WildStorm Signature[image: External link])

	
WildStorm Signature[image: External link] (2004–2006; merged with main WildStorm[image: External link] line)





	
Zuda Comics[image: External link] (2007–2010)
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 Licensing partnerships, acquired companies, and studios





	
2000 AD[image: External link] (some properties licensed 1994 to 1996 and 2004 to 2005)

	
20th Century Fox[image: External link] (some properties licensed from 1966 to 1968)

	
All-American Publications[image: External link] (merged 1944)

	
Archie Comics[image: External link] (superhero properties licensed 1991 to 1993 as part of Impact Comics[image: External link], properties licensed again in 2008 to 2011)[58][59]


	
Bad Robot Productions[image: External link] (some properties licensed 2008 to 2010)

	
Charlton Comics[image: External link] (some properties acquired 1983)

	
Columbia Pictures[image: External link] (some properties licensed 1945 to 1968)

	
Condé Nast Publications[image: External link] (some properties licensed 1973 to 1975, 1986 to 1990, and 2010 to 2011)

	
Edgar Rice Burroughs[image: External link] (some properties licensed 1972 to 1977)

	
Epic Games[image: External link] (some properties licensed 2008 to present)

	
Fawcett Comics[image: External link] (some properties licensed 1972, acquired 1991)[60]


	
Filmation[image: External link] (some properties licensed 1976 to 1978)

	
Flex Comix[image: External link] (made investment in 2007; jointly owned with other companies)

	
Hanna-Barbera[image: External link] (merged 1996)

	
Harmony Gold USA[image: External link] (some properties licensed 2002 to 2006)

	
Kenner[image: External link] (some properties licensed 1985 to 1987)

	
Humanoids Publishing[image: External link] (distribution rights for English-language reproductions in America 2004 to 2005)

	
King Features Syndicate[image: External link] (some properties licensed 1988 to 1990)

	
Larry Harmon Pictures[image: External link] (some properties licensed 1972)

	
Lego[image: External link] (some properties licensed 2001 to 2008, 2010 to present)

	
Leisure Concepts[image: External link]/Ideal Toy Corp.[image: External link] (some properties licensed 1968 to 1969)

	
Mad Magazine[image: External link] (legally owned by EC Publications[image: External link], but assigned to DC's corporate control in 1994. Both companies are part of Warner Bros. Entertainment)[61]


	
Martin Manulis[image: External link] Productions (some properties licensed 1960 to 1964)

	
Mattel[image: External link] (some properties licensed 1982 to 1983 and 2012 to present)[62]


	
May Company[image: External link] (some properties licensed 1950 to 1961)

	
Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer[image: External link] (some properties licensed 1975)

	
Milestone Media[image: External link] (partnered in 2009)

	
NBC[image: External link] (some properties licensed 1947 to 1960 and 2006 to 2010)

	
Paramount Pictures[image: External link] (some properties licensed 1949 to 1971, 1984 to 1996, and 2000 to 2001)

	
Quality Comics[image: External link] (some properties licensed 1956, later acquired)

	
Revell[image: External link] (some properties licensed 1983 to 1984)

	
Ruby-Spears[image: External link] (some properties licensed 1987, some properties acquired 1996)

	
Tatsunoko Production[image: External link] (some properties licensed 1999)

	
Tower Comics[image: External link] (some properties licensed 2002 to 2012)

	
TSR, Inc.[image: External link] (some properties licensed 1988 to 1991)

	
Warner Bros.[image: External link] (merged 1969)

	
WaRP Graphics[image: External link] (properties licensed from 2003 to 2007)

	
WildStorm Productions[image: External link] (properties acquired 1999)

	
Will Eisner[image: External link] Library (some properties licensed 2000 to 2012)
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 Films




See also: List of films based on DC Comics[image: External link]




	Year
	Film
	Directed by
	Written by
	Based on
	Production by
	Budget
	Gross



	2005
	Batman Begins[image: External link]
	Christopher Nolan[image: External link]
	Story by David S. Goyer[image: External link]

Screenplay by Christopher Nolan[image: External link] and David S. Goyer
	Batman[image: External link]

by Bob Kane[image: External link] with Bill Finger[image: External link]
	Warner Bros.[image: External link] / Legendary Pictures[image: External link] / Patalex III Productions / Syncopy[image: External link]
	$150 million
	$374.2 million



	2006
	Superman Returns[image: External link]
	Bryan Singer[image: External link]
	Story by Bryan Singer, Michael Dougherty[image: External link] and Dan Harris[image: External link]

Screenplay by Michael Dougherty and Dan Harris
	Superman[image: External link]

by Jerry Siegel[image: External link] and Joe Shuster[image: External link]
	Warner Bros. / Legendary Pictures / Bad Hat Harry Productions[image: External link] / Peters Entertainment[image: External link]
	$204 million
	$391.1 million



	2008
	The Dark Knight[image: External link]
	Christopher Nolan[image: External link]
	Story by Christopher Nolan and David S. Goyer

Screenplay by Jonathan Nolan[image: External link] and Christopher Nolan
	Batman

by Bob Kane with Bill Finger
	Warner Bros. / Legendary Pictures / Syncopy
	$185 million
	$1.005 billion



	2009
	Watchmen[image: External link]
	Zack Snyder[image: External link]
	David Hayter[image: External link] and Alex Tse[image: External link]
	Watchmen[image: External link]

by Alan Moore[image: External link] and Dave Gibbons[image: External link]
	Warner Bros. / Paramount Pictures[image: External link] / Legendary Pictures / Lawrence Gordon Productions
	$130 million
	$185.3 million



	2010
	Jonah Hex[image: External link]
	Jimmy Hayward[image: External link]
	Story by Neveldine/Taylor[image: External link] and William Farmer

Screenplay by Neveldine/Taylor
	Jonah Hex[image: External link]

by John Albano[image: External link] and Tony Dezuniga[image: External link]
	Warner Bros. / Legendary Pictures / Weed Road Pictures[image: External link]
	$47 million
	$10.9 million



	2011
	Green Lantern[image: External link]
	Martin Campbell[image: External link]
	Story by Greg Berlanti, Michael Green[image: External link] and Marc Guggenheim

Screenplay by Greg Berlanti, Michael Green, Marc Guggenheim and Michael Goldenberg[image: External link]
	Green Lantern[image: External link]

by John Broome[image: External link] and Gil Kane[image: External link]
	Warner Bros. / De Line Pictures[image: External link]
	$200 million
	$219.9 million



	2012
	The Dark Knight Rises[image: External link]
	Christopher Nolan
	Story by Christopher Nolan[image: External link] and David S. Goyer

Screenplay by Jonathan Nolan and Christopher Nolan
	Batman

by Bob Kane with Bill Finger
	Warner Bros. / Legendary Pictures / Syncopy
	$230 million
	$1.085 billion



	2013
	Man of Steel[image: External link]
	Zack Snyder
	Story by Christopher Nolan and David S. Goyer

Screenplay by David S. Goyer
	Superman

by Jerry Siegel and Joe Shuster
	Warner Bros. / Legendary Pictures / Syncopy
	$225 million
	$668 million



	2016
	Batman v Superman: Dawn of Justice[image: External link]
	Zack Snyder
	Chris Terrio[image: External link] and David S. Goyer
	Batman

by Bob Kane with Bill Finger

Superman

by Jerry Siegel and Joe Shuster
	Warner Bros. / RatPac Entertainment[image: External link] / Atlas Entertainment[image: External link] / Cruel and Unusual Films[image: External link]
	$250 million
	$873.3 million



	Suicide Squad[image: External link]
	David Ayer[image: External link]
	Suicide Squad[image: External link]

by John Ostrander[image: External link]
	Warner Bros. / RatPac Entertainment / Atlas Entertainment
	$175 million
	$745.6 million[63]



	2017
	The Lego Batman Movie[image: External link]
	Chris McKay[image: External link]
	Story by Seth Grahame-Smith[image: External link]

Screenplay by Seth Grahame-Smith[image: External link], Chris McKenna[image: External link] & Erik Sommers, Jared Stern & John Whittington
	Batman

by Bob Kane with Bill Finger
	Warner Bros. / LEGO System A/S[image: External link] / Warner Animation Group[image: External link]
	$80 million[64]
	$310.7 million[65]



	Wonder Woman[image: External link]
	Patty Jenkins[image: External link]
	Story by Zack Snyder & Allan Heinberg[image: External link] and Jason Fuchs[image: External link]

Screenplay by Allan Heinberg
	Wonder Woman[image: External link]

by William Moulton Marston[image: External link]
	Warner Bros. / RatPac Entertainment / Atlas Entertainment / Cruel and Unusual Films
	$149 million[66]
	$300 million[67]



	Upcoming films
	Status



	2017
	Justice League[image: External link]
	Zack Snyder
	Story by Zack Snyder and Chris Terrio

Screenplay by Chris Terrio
	Justice League[image: External link]

by Gardner Fox[image: External link]
	Warner Bros. / RatPac Entertainment / Atlas Entertainment / Cruel and Unusual Films
	
	Post-production



	2018
	Aquaman[image: External link]
	James Wan[image: External link]
	Story by James Wan[image: External link] and Geoff Johns

Screenplay by Will Beall[image: External link]
	Aquaman[image: External link] by Mort Weisinger[image: External link] & Paul Norris[image: External link]
	Warner Bros. / RatPac Entertainment / The Safran Company
	$160 Million[68]
	Filming[69]
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 Critical and public reception






	Film
	Rotten Tomatoes[image: External link]
	Metacritic[image: External link]
	CinemaScore[image: External link]



	Batman Begins
	84% (268 reviews)[70]
	70 (41 reviews)[71]
	A



	Superman Returns
	76% (258 reviews)[72]
	72 (40 reviews)[73]
	B+



	The Dark Knight
	94% (317 reviews)[74]
	82 (39 reviews)[75]
	A



	Watchmen
	65% (294 reviews)[76]
	56 (39 reviews)[77]
	B



	Jonah Hex
	12% (145 reviews)[78]
	33 (32 reviews)[79]
	C+



	Green Lantern
	26% (226 reviews)[80]
	39 (39 reviews)[81]
	B



	The Dark Knight Rises
	87% (333 reviews)[82]
	78 (45 reviews)[83]
	A



	Man of Steel
	55% (300 reviews)[84]
	55 (47 reviews)[85]
	A-



	Batman v Superman: Dawn of Justice
	27% (353 reviews)[86]
	44 (51 reviews)[87]
	B



	Suicide Squad
	25% (310 reviews)[88]
	40 (53 reviews)[89]
	B+



	The Lego Batman Movie
	90% (247 reviews)[90]
	75 (48 reviews)[91]
	A-



	Wonder Woman
	92% (278 reviews)[92]
	76 (36 reviews)[93]
	A



	Average
	61.1%
	60
	B+



	
List indicator(s)

	A dark grey cell indicates information is not available for the film.
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 Digital distribution




DC Comics are available in digital form through several sources.

Free Services: In 2015, Hoopla Digital[image: External link] became the first library-based digital system to distribute DC Comics.[94]

Paid Services: Google Play[image: External link], Comixology[image: External link][95]
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 See also





	
Batman Day[image: External link] (September 17)

	DC Cosmic Cards[image: External link]

	DC Direct[image: External link]

	List of current DC Comics publications[image: External link]

	List of television series based on DC Comics[image: External link]

	List of video games based on DC Comics[image: External link]

	Publication history of DC Comics crossover events[image: External link]
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 Notes






	
^ Apocryphal legend has it that in 1961, either Jack Liebowitz[image: External link] or Irwin Donenfeld[image: External link] of DC Comics (then known as National Periodical Publications) bragged about DC's success with the Justice League (which had debuted in The Brave and the Bold #28 [February 1960] before going on to its own title) to publisher[image: External link] Martin Goodman[image: External link] (whose holdings included the nascent Marvel Comics[image: External link]) during a game of golf.



However, film producer and comics historian Michael Uslan[image: External link] partly debunked the story in a letter published in Alter Ego #43 (December 2004), pp. 43–44

Irwin said he never played golf with Goodman, so the story is untrue. I heard this story more than a couple of times while sitting in the lunchroom at DC's 909 Third Avenue and 75 Rockefeller Plaza office as Sol Harrison[image: External link] and [production chief] Jack Adler[image: External link] were schmoozing with some of us … who worked for DC during our college summers.... [T]he way I heard the story from Sol was that Goodman was playing with one of the heads of Independent News, not DC Comics (though DC owned Independent News). … As the distributor of DC Comics, this man certainly knew all the sales figures and was in the best position to tell this tidbit to Goodman. … Of course, Goodman would want to be playing golf with this fellow and be in his good graces. … Sol worked closely with Independent News' top management over the decades and would have gotten this story straight from the horse's mouth.



Goodman, a publishing trend-follower aware of the JLA's strong sales, confirmably directed his comics editor, Stan Lee[image: External link], to create a comic-book series about a team of superheroes. According to Lee in Origins of Marvel Comics (Simon and Schuster/Fireside Books[image: External link], 1974), p. 16: "Martin mentioned that he had noticed one of the titles published by National Comics seemed to be selling better than most. It was a book called The [ sic[image: External link]] Justice League of America and it was composed of a team of superheroes. … ' If the Justice League is selling ', spoke he, 'why don't we put out a comic book that features a team of superheroes?'"
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Green Arrow






This article is about the DC Comics character. For other uses, see Green Arrow (disambiguation)[image: External link].

Green Arrow is a fictional superhero[image: External link] who appears in comic books published by DC Comics. Created by Mortimer Weisinger[image: External link] and designed by George Papp[image: External link], he first appeared in More Fun Comics[image: External link] #73 in November 1941. His real name[image: External link] is Oliver "Ollie" Queen, a billionaire businessman and owner of Queen Industries, also a well-known celebrity in his locale of Star City.[2] Sometimes shown dressed like Robin Hood[image: External link], Green Arrow is an archer[image: External link] who uses his skills to fight crime in his home cities of Star City and Seattle[image: External link], as well as alongside his fellow superheroes as a member of the Justice League[image: External link]. Though much less frequently used in modern stories, he also deploys a range of trick arrows[image: External link] with various special functions, such as glue, explosive-tipped, grappling hook, flash grenade, tear gas and even kryptonite[image: External link] arrows for use in a range of special situations. At the time of his debut, Green Arrow functioned in many ways as an archery-themed analogue of the very popular Batman[image: External link] character, but writers at DC subsequently developed him into a voice of progressivism[image: External link] very much distinct in character from Batman.

Green Arrow enjoyed moderate success in his early years, becoming the cover feature of More Fun, as well as having occasional appearances in other comics. Throughout his first twenty-five years, however, the character never enjoyed greater popularity. In the late 1960s, writer Denny O'Neil[image: External link], inspired by the character's dramatic visual redesign by Neal Adams[image: External link], chose to have him lose his fortune, giving him the then-unique role of a streetwise crusader for the working class and the disadvantaged. In 1970, he was paired with a more law and order-oriented hero, Green Lantern[image: External link], in a ground-breaking, socially conscious comic book series.[3] Since then, he has been popular among comic book fans and most writers have taken an urban, gritty approach to the character. The character was killed off[image: External link] in the 1990s and replaced by a new character, Oliver's son Connor Hawke[image: External link]. Connor, however, proved a less popular character, and the original Oliver Queen character was resurrected in the 2001 "Quiver" storyline[image: External link], by writer Kevin Smith[image: External link]. In the 2000s, the character has been featured in bigger storylines focusing on Green Arrow and Black Canary, such as the DC event The Green Arrow/Black Canary Wedding and the high-profile Justice League: Cry for Justice[image: External link] storyline, prior to the character's relaunch[image: External link] alongside most of DC's properties in 2011.

Green Arrow was not initially a well-known character outside of comic book fandom: he had appeared in a single episode of the animated series Super Friends[image: External link] in 1973. In the 2000s, the character appeared in a number of DC television properties, including the animated series Justice League Unlimited[image: External link], Young Justice[image: External link], The Batman[image: External link] and Batman: The Brave and the Bold[image: External link], and several DC Universe Animated Original Movies[image: External link]. In live action, he appeared in the series Smallville[image: External link], played by actor Justin Hartley[image: External link], and became a core cast member. In 2012, the live action series Arrow debuted on The CW[image: External link], in which the title character is portrayed by Stephen Amell, earning positive reviews[4] and launched several spin-off series, becoming the starting point for a DC Comics shared television universe.



TOP



[image: TOC] TOC Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Publication history
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 Beginnings, 1941–1968




Green Arrow and Speedy first appeared in More Fun Comics[image: External link] #73 ( cover-dated[image: External link] November 1941), which was illustrated by artist George Papp[image: External link]. When Mort Weisinger[image: External link] was creating the character, aside from the obvious allusions to Robin Hood[image: External link], took inspiration from a movie serial, The Green Archer[image: External link], based on the novel by Edgar Wallace[image: External link]. He retooled the concept into a superhero archer with obvious Batman influences.[5] These include Green Arrow's sidekick[image: External link] Speedy, his use of an Arrowcar[image: External link] and Arrow-Plane for transportation, his use of an Arrow-Cave as his headquarters, his alter ego as a billionaire playboy, the use of an Arrow-Signal to summon him, as well as a clown-like arch foe named Bull's Eye, similar to Batman's arch-foe, the Joker[image: External link]. His and Speedy's first origin stories were told in More Fun Comics[image: External link] #89.

Another Weisinger-created character, Aquaman[image: External link], also appeared for the first time in that issue. These two back-up features continued to run concurrently in More Fun Comics until the mid-1940s, as well as then in Adventure Comics[image: External link] between 1946 and 1960. Green Arrow and Speedy also appeared in various issues of World's Finest Comics[image: External link] until issue #140 (1964). The Green Arrow and Speedy feature was one of five back-up features to be promoted in one of the earliest team-up books, Leading Comics[image: External link].

Green Arrow was one of the few DC characters to keep going after the Golden Age of Comic Books[image: External link]. The longevity of the character was due to the influence of creator Mort Weisinger, who kept Green Arrow and Aquaman as back-up features to the headlining Superboy[image: External link] feature, first in More Fun Comics and then Adventure Comics; since Superman[image: External link]-related titles were all but guaranteed success during this period, Green Arrow and Aquaman endured throughout the 1940s and into the 1950s relatively unchanged, outlasting most of their golden age contemporaries. As a result, they evaded being revived and "re-imagined" for the Silver Age, as the Flash[image: External link], Green Lantern[image: External link], and others were; the Jay Garrick Flash gave way to the Barry Allen Flash, the Alan Scott Green Lantern to the Hal Jordan Green Lantern, and so on, but Green Arrow and Aquaman remained Oliver Queen and Arthur Curry throughout.

Aside from sharing Adventure Comics with him, issue #258 featured an encounter between a younger Oliver Queen and Superboy. The Green Arrow and Speedy feature during this period included a short run in 1958 written by Dick and Dave Wood and drawn by Jack Kirby[image: External link]. For much of this period, Green Arrow's adventures were written by France Herron[image: External link], who was the character's primary scripter 1947–1963.[6]
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 Neal Adams and Dennis O'Neil, 1969–1983




In 1969, artist Neal Adams[image: External link] updated the character's visual appearance by giving him a Van Dyke beard[image: External link] and costume of his own design in The Brave and the Bold #85 (August–September 1969).[7] Writer Dennis O'Neil[image: External link] followed up on Green Arrow's new appearance by completely remaking the character's attitude in Justice League of America #75 ( cover-dated[image: External link] November 1969), having Oliver Queen lose his fortune and become an outspoken advocate of the underprivileged and the political left wing[image: External link]. The story also turned teammate Black Canary into a love interest for Queen.[8]

In the early 1970s, Green Arrow became a co-feature with Green Lantern[image: External link] (Hal Jordan[image: External link]) in an acclaimed series of stories by O'Neil and Adams that dealt with various social and political issues. The two co-stars served to represent contrasting sociopolitical viewpoints: Green Arrow spoke for radical change while Green Lantern was an establishment liberal figure, wanting to work within existing institutions of government and law.[8] Queen convinces Jordan to see beyond his strict obedience to the Green Lantern Corps[image: External link], to help those who were neglected or discriminated against. O'Neil explained: "He would be a hot-tempered anarchist to contrast with the cerebral, sedate model citizen who was Green Lantern."[9] The duo embark on a quest in a beat-up pickup truck[image: External link] to "find America", along the way witnessing the problems of corruption, racism, pollution, as well as overpopulation confronting the nation. One story (in issues #78-79) was even widely interpreted as an allegory for the Manson Family[image: External link] cult murders, though O'Neil has emphasized that the story was about the authoritarian left[image: External link] and not Manson.[8]

In Green Lantern (vol. 2) #85–86[image: External link], it is revealed that Green Arrow's ward, Speedy, is addicted to heroin.[2] Speedy overcomes his addiction with the help of the Black Canary. This story prompted a massive public reaction, including a congratulatory letter from the mayor of New York, John Lindsay[image: External link].[8] However, Green Lantern sales had been in a major decline at the time Green Arrow was brought on as co-star, and the O'Neil/Adams stories failed to revive them.[8] Green Lantern was canceled with issue #89 (April/May 1972), and the climactic story arc of the Green Lantern/Green Arrow series was published as a back-up feature in The Flash #217 through #219. In sharp contrast to the socially relevant tales which preceded it, this story centered on emotional themes, with Green Arrow struggling to deal with the guilt of having killed a man.[8] Afterwards Green Arrow began appearing in solo stories run as backups in Action Comics[image: External link], starting with #421. Elliot S. Maggin[image: External link], who had made his comics debut with a Green Arrow story published in Green Lantern (vol. 2) #87, was Green Arrow's writer for the next several years.[8]

In 1976, the Green Lantern/Green Arrow title was re-launched, without the socially conscious themes of the original series, with O'Neil writing and Mike Grell[image: External link] drawing. After the title moved to solo Green Lantern stories, solo Green Arrow stories began appearing in World's Finest Comics[image: External link]. In his solo series, Oliver lands a job as a newspaper columnist, which allows him to articulate his political beliefs in a more public field. In World's Finest #255 (1979), Queen unsuccessfully runs for Mayor of Star City.

In May through August 1983, Green Arrow appeared for the first time in his own comic book, a four issue limited series[image: External link].[10] This miniseries introduced a running rivalry between Green Arrow and the supervillain Count Vertigo[image: External link].

In 1985, the Earth-Two[image: External link] Green Arrow dies in the Crisis on Infinite Earths[image: External link], still wearing red boots and gloves. The Golden Age[image: External link] Earth-2 character had been retconned as a time-lost member of the original Seven Soldiers of Victory[image: External link] superhero team, recovered by the Justice League and Justice Society. After the Crisis, the Earth-Two Green Arrow and Speedy were retconned out of existence altogether, given the end of DC's former multiverse.
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 Longbow Hunters/Mike Grell ongoing




See also: Green Arrow: The Longbow Hunters[image: External link]


In 1987, DC Comics launched the character into a new ongoing title as part of their mature audience comic line. Written and illustrated by Mike Grell[image: External link], the revamp was launched with Green Arrow: The Longbow Hunters[image: External link] mini-series.[11] In this three-issue prestige format[image: External link] limited series[image: External link], a routine adventure against a group of drug runners led to tragedy as the Black Canary was captured and brutally tortured. In response, Oliver murders his girlfriend's attackers. The mini-series would also introduce the enigmatic female Japanese archer, Shado[image: External link], whose family had suffered in a World War II internment camp[image: External link]. Shado would later rape Oliver[12] and become pregnant by him, producing a son named Robert after his father.[13]

Under Grell, Green Arrow would abandon the use of his trademark gadget arrows and relocate from Star City to Seattle[image: External link], Washington. As the series was part of DC Comics' mature audience line, it took on a more gritty, violent, as well as urban tone, with Green Arrow often using deadly force against his enemies. Grell wrote the series for the first 80 issues, downplaying the super-hero aspects of the characters: Oliver abandoned his mask and was never actually referred to as "Green Arrow" and Black Canary was never shown using her sonic scream power. (Sometimes, this was explained as having lost it due to the events of The Longbow Hunters, though this was not consistent with her appearances in other titles published during this period). While crossover specials were conceived to allow other writers (most notably Denny O'Neil[image: External link], who wrote Batman and the mature audience comic The Question[image: External link]) to use Green Arrow, Grell wrote him as largely isolated from the rest of the DC Universe; when other DC characters like longtime friend Hal Jordan[image: External link] (also known as Green Lantern[image: External link]) appeared, they did so in street clothes and used only their civilian names.[14]

In place of the super-hero community, Grell created his own supporting cast. In addition to Shado, Grell introduced Seattle police Lieutenant Jim Cameron, who was disgusted with Green Arrow's vigilante actions (including killing criminals), renegade CIA[image: External link] agent Greg Osborne, who began to monitor Queen's activities, as well as mercenary Eddie Fyers[image: External link], initially introduced as Queen's adversary, but later to become a companion of necessity when Green Arrow was forced to leave Seattle after false accusations of aiding terrorists. Grell's run ended with Green Arrow #80, shortly after Dinah dumped Oliver.

During this period, the writer also redefined the character's origin in the four-part 1992 limited series[image: External link], Green Arrow: The Wonder Year. Grell portrayed Oliver Queen as a thrill-seeker who inherits his family business at a very young age. Changed by his sojourn on the island,[further explanation needed[image: External link]] Oliver decided to take up crime fighting as a means of rebelling against his responsibilities. During his first adventure in Star City, Oliver meets an old flame, Brianna Stone, a former college radical who warns him if he continued to carry his bow, he would one day have to use it for real. Grell's limited series also established Queen's attraction toward dangerous women.
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 Post-Grell




Once Grell left the series, DC almost immediately began restoring Green Arrow to the mainstream DC Universe. His ongoing series (mostly written by Kelley Puckett[image: External link] and drawn by artist Jim Aparo[image: External link]) was removed from the "Mature Audience" line (which had evolved into " Vertigo[image: External link]") with #63, prior to Grell's departure and Green Arrow began appearing in various super-hero titles as a guest: most notably Green Lantern #47, which had Oliver aiding Green Lantern in rescuing his longtime girlfriend Carol Ferris[image: External link] and her family from one of Hal's enemies, as well as the 1994 DC Comics mini-series Zero Hour[image: External link]. In Zero Hour, where Hal Jordan seeks to remake the universe after the trauma of Coast City's destruction drives him to destroy the Green Lantern Corps to gain the power to remake the universe, Queen is forced to shoot his old friend at a pivotal moment. Now tightly integrated in the DC Universe, the character Connor Hawke[image: External link] was introduced and revealed as Oliver Queen's son from a previous relationship.

In Green Arrow #100–101, Oliver would infiltrate a group of eco-terrorists known as the Eden Corps and sacrifice his life in order to prevent the group from detonating a bomb that would destroy the city of Metropolis[image: External link],[2] the resulting explosion completely atomising Queen's body so that his identity could only be confirmed by Superman witnessing his death. This allowed the writers to shake up the status quo by making Connor Hawke[image: External link] a replacement Green Arrow. The series, now written by Chuck Dixon[image: External link], would continue, with Hawke as the main focus until issue #137, when the series was canceled.
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 Smith, Hester and Parks/Meltzer 2000–2004




See also: Quiver (comics)[image: External link]


In 2000, Oliver Queen is revived in a new series, Green Arrow (vol. 3), in the story arc " Quiver[image: External link]", written by Kevin Smith[image: External link] and illustrated by Phil Hester[image: External link] and Ande Parks[image: External link]. It is revealed that Hal's resurrection of Oliver (seen on the very last page of Green Arrow #137, the final issue of the Oliver/Connor ongoing series) was in reality a deliberately flawed one. In Hal's final hours before sacrificing his life to save the Earth during "The Final Night[image: External link]", Hal speaks with Oliver's soul in the afterlife. The two agree to bring back a version of Oliver Queen: one without a soul (so Oliver may properly stay in Heaven) and with no memory of the events of The Longbow Hunters mini-series or of the subsequent events that followed, up until his death, Oliver reasoning that things went wrong for him after the events that drove him to kill for the first time and feeling that the copy of him was restored at the best point in his life.

For some years, this resurrected Oliver lives in Star City as a vigilante hero, completely under the radar of his other superhero friends, but eventually he is discovered and learns the truth of his resurrection, leaving the resurrected Oliver feeling uncertain about his state now that he knows he has no soul. His resurrection is eventually used by the grandfather of Stanley Dover[image: External link] in an attempt to gain power over the monster that Dover accidentally bound to his grandson, Dover intending to take Oliver's body- possible only due to his lack of a soul- and use his access to the JLA's resources to find the monster. At the climax of the story, Oliver's soul returns from heaven, re-inhabits his resurrected earthly form and helps his son Connor Hawke fight a horde of demons, the body of Oliver having made contact with his soul and convincing him to return to save their son. Dover is defeated and actually consumed by the Beast, who then leaves of his own accord. Oliver also finds himself independently wealthy again, as Dover had transferred all his financial assets to Oliver in anticipation of taking over his body. He also picked up a new sidekick, Mia Dearden[image: External link], who would become the new Speedy, under Oliver's tutelage.[15]

After the resurrection storyline, Smith wrote a second and shorter arc involving a super-powered serial killer, calling himself Onomatopoeia[image: External link], who sought to claim Connor as his latest victim. Smith then left the title and Brad Meltzer[image: External link] took over as writer.

Meltzer's single storyline for Green Arrow featured Oliver and his former sidekick, Roy Harper, reuniting and going on a cross-country road trip to pick up old possessions of Oliver's, most notably a spare Green Lantern[image: External link] power ring entrusted to him by Hal Jordan many years earlier. The story also revealed that Oliver knew all along that Connor was his son and was even present at his birth, but that Oliver ultimately abandoned Connor and his mother, because of his fear of the responsibilities of fatherhood. Meltzer's storyline would continue into the mini-series Green Lantern: Rebirth[image: External link], which featured Oliver's attempts to use the ring against Sinestro[image: External link]- presumed dead for several years- before the ring is reclaimed by the reborn Hal Jordan.

Meltzer went on to write the mini-series Identity Crisis[image: External link], which heavily featured Green Arrow as one of the story's main characters, investigating the murder of Sue Dibny[image: External link]- the wife of the Elongated Man[image: External link]- and revealing that the League had been involved in mind-wiping various villains in the past to conceal their secret identities.

During this time, the character also appeared in a number of other titles, such as the Justice League, when he is temporarily brought into a 'reserve League' created by Batman after the original League is nearly killed by the powerful Gamemnae[image: External link], and Justice League Elite[image: External link], where Oliver joins a 'black ops' super-team as the team's tactical consultant. His time in the Elite is notable for showing a brief affair with Dawn[image: External link], the wife of the team's magical expert, Manitou Raven[image: External link].
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 Judd Winick, 2004–2008




Judd Winick[image: External link] took over as Green Arrow's writer and made many changes. Mia Dearden[image: External link], the new Speedy, was revealed to be HIV positive and attempts were made to expand Green Arrow's Rogues Gallery[image: External link] with Merlyn the archer, Constantine Drakon[image: External link], as well as Danny Brickwell (the Brick) joining the cast of existing Green Arrow villains such as the illusion-casting Count Vertigo[image: External link] and the enigmatic Onomatopoeia[image: External link], the latter of whom, himself, was a relatively recent addition. Other DC villains, such as the Riddler[image: External link], made guest appearances throughout his run.

2006 saw the title (along with other DC comics titles) jump "One Year Later[image: External link]" after the events in Infinite Crisis[image: External link]. Oliver, having once again amassed a large personal fortune, is the newly elected mayor of Star City, continuing his fight for justice both on the streets and within the political system.[16] He also has a new costume, which appears to be a combination of the classic Neal Adams costume and the Mike Grell Longbow Hunters costume. In flashbacks, it is revealed that Oliver survived a near-fatal attack during the events of the Infinite Crisis, as well as used his recuperation time to retrain. He works with several expert instructors including a sensei known as Natas[image: External link], who also trained Deathstroke, and becomes proficient in several martial arts including the use of swords, which he makes use of on occasion during this time. He is eventually forced to resign from his position as mayor after a scandal where he learns that he had been secretly funding the Outsiders[image: External link], essentially a bounty hunter team at this point in their history, coupled with his uncertain position with the voting public, having never had much more than 50% of the city on his side at a time. Queen is convinced to resign his position in exchange for his successor leaving the various social aid organisations and resources he had established alone, although Ollie was able to beat his opponent by resigning prior to the election and putting someone he trusted in charge of the city.[17] The series concluded with Oliver proposing to Dinah (Black Canary).

In 2007, Andy Diggle[image: External link] and Jock[image: External link]'s Green Arrow: Year One[image: External link][18] presented the newest official version of his origin. Using concepts from previous iterations, Oliver Queen is a rich, thrill-seeking activist who is attacked, thrown overboard and washes up on an island where he learns of a smuggling operation. Upon witnessing the inhabitants' slave-like living conditions, he begins to take down the smugglers' operation. He eventually returns to civilization changed by his experiences. In the final part of the story, Oliver claims that a mutiny or the actions of a group of heroin dealers could be used as a cover story for what transpired, referencing the original Green Arrow origin story, as well as Mike Grell's version.
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 Green Arrow/Black Canary




Main article: Green Arrow and Black Canary[image: External link]


After the end of the ongoing series, DC Comics published a four-part bi-monthly Black Canary miniseries in which Green Arrow teamed up with Black Canary to help get Sin into school and establish a new life. This series concluded with the Black Canary accepting his proposal. This resulted in DC Comics publishing three interconnected specials revolving around the Green Arrow/Black Canary wedding that tied into that month's " Countdown[image: External link]" stories. These were The Black Canary Wedding Planner, JLA Wedding Special, as well as The Green Arrow/Black Canary Wedding Special. The wedding special worked as a lead-in for a new Green Arrow/Black Canary series. At the conclusion of the wedding special, the Black Canary is forced to kill Green Arrow after he appears to go mad and attacks her.

The new ongoing series picked up on this, quickly revealing that Green Arrow was alive (the dead Green Arrow being an impostor[image: External link]) and being held hostage by " Athena[image: External link]". The Black Canary, Connor and Mia launch a rescue mission to save Green Arrow. As the team is united and on their way to safety, Connor is struck by a bullet meant for Oliver and is left in a vegetative state. While Connor rests, Oliver and Dinah go out and are officially married, since they had never actually been married in the Wedding Special, but they come home to find Connor has been kidnapped.

This storyline led directly into the second arc that followed the rescue of Connor from a mysterious foe. Connor is eventually found, now having recovered thanks to manipulation by Doctor Sivana[image: External link]. With issue #15, Andrew Kreisberg took over as the series writer.
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 Blackest Night




Oliver is transformed into a Black Lantern Corps[image: External link] member and attacks his former allies, notably his son, wife and sidekick. During the battle, Connor says he never really forgave his father,[19] while Oliver's internal monologue reveals his thoughts, which express concerns for his "family" and disgust at his actions. The team manage to disable Oliver by freezing him with liquid nitrogen[image: External link].
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 Cry for Justice & Rise and Fall




In the Cry for Justice[image: External link] miniseries, JLA foe Prometheus[image: External link] destroys Star City, as part of a grand scheme to "hurt" the Justice League community of heroes. After tricking the Justice League into releasing him, Green Arrow tracks him down to his hidden lair and kills him with a single arrow right between the eyes.[20]

This murder, committed in secret, is what Oliver considers justice for the bombings (which also cost the life of Lian Harper, Roy Harper's (Red Arrow) daughter, who was killed in the bombing of Star City) and this immediately leads into the Rise and Fall storyline, in which Oliver obsessively hunts other super-villains allied with Prometheus during the recent events,[21] including Prometheus's former allies who were involved in the bombing. When his JLA comrades learn of this plot, they confront Green Arrow and he realizes he has crossed a line and turns himself in: Black Canary returns her wedding ring and declares their marriage over. The Green Arrow/Black Canary series ends during this story arc, as well as in the pages of Justice League: Rise and Fall Special; Oliver is tried, but found not guilty as most of the jury sympathise with his motives. He is exiled from Star City's remains as a result, choosing to live in the mysterious forest which has grown at its centre.[22]
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 Brightest Day




Following the events of Blackest Night, Deadman[image: External link] was brought to the ruins of Star City by his white ring[image: External link]. Powered by the entity of life on Earth, the ring created a vast green forest, that instantly grew in the presence of the white light, in much of what remained of Star City.[23]

Unbeknownst to the populace of Star City, Green Arrow returns and lives within the new forest, trying his best to protect a city still reeling from the death and destruction of Prometheus's attacks. With the law breaking down and numerous public figures being murdered, a new owner of Queen Industries, the result of a hostile takeover, arrives to enforce peace and rebuild the city.[24] This self-proclaimed 'Queen' has a connection to Green Arrow's father and claims to be upholding the Queen family legacy where Oliver failed.[25]
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 The New 52




In 2011, DC chose to relaunch its titles with new #1 issues and a refreshed continuity and called this initiative The New 52[image: External link]. Green Arrow was one of 52 titles included in this.[26] In the post- Flashpoint[image: External link] continuity, Oliver Queen is Green Arrow and he balances his own breaking of laws with his efforts to bring outlaws to justice across the globe. In the new continuity, Queen runs Q-Core, a communications technology company that is part of Queen Industries, through which he funds and armors himself as Green Arrow. He makes scarce allusion to his former partnership with Roy Harper, but Roy's memories in Red Hood and the Outlaws establish that the pair fell out badly, leading Oliver to expel him from Q-Core, as well as prompting Roy's own downward spiral.[27] He is based once again in Seattle and supported in his vigilante activities by a small team of close friends who are tech geniuses. In addition, his romantic history with the Black Canary, his friendship with Green Lantern (Hal Jordan), and his being a father (to both Connor Hawke and Shado's son Robert Queen II) did not take place as the result of the reboot.

The New 52 series was originally written by J.T. Krul, who was later replaced by Keith Giffen[image: External link] and Dan Jurgens[image: External link], who were in turn replaced by Ann Nocenti[image: External link]. None of these writers' runs were well received by critics or fans. Beginning with issue 17, the series received a new creative team in writer Jeff Lemire[image: External link] and artist Andrea Sorrentino, who brought more positive reception to the book. Lemire's story introduces new mysteries concerning Oliver's original time on the island where he was shipwrecked, as well as a central mythology concerning the ancient Arrow Clan and several other weapon-themed analogues to the Arrow, known as the Outsiders. New antagonists include Komodo, who Oliver learns was his father's archer apprentice and apparent murderer. It has also seen the New 52 debut of several characters, such as Count Vertigo[image: External link], Shado[image: External link], the Clock King[image: External link], Richard Dragon[image: External link], as well as John Diggle, a character originally created for the TV series Arrow.

When Oliver meets Shado, he learns she had a daughter from Oliver's father (Robert Queen) named Emiko, whom Komodo has raised as his own daughter. When Oliver returns to the island as part of his investigation into the Outsiders, and in search of a relic known as 'the green arrow', he discovers that his father had survived to the present, and disguised as one of Oliver's torturers on the island, he manipulated Oliver's time there, culminating in Oliver's transformation into the warrior he is today and the hero known as Green Arrow. Disgusted at this revelation, and taking the arrow relic with him, Oliver leaves Shado and his father behind, stranded on the island, before returning to America to take down the Outsiders. Shado and Robert followed Oliver to Prague, and Emiko turned against Komodo after learning the truth of her parentage. Robert was killed by Komodo in an attempt to save his daughter, and Komodo was later killed himself by Emiko.

From 2013, DC also chose to include Green Arrow as a headlining character in its Justice League of America (vol. 3) series, which runs alongside Justice League (vol. 2) and Justice League Dark. In this book, Queen is part of a crack state-sponsored team assembled by Amanda Waller and Steve Trevor[image: External link] of A.R.G.U.S. to bring in good PR for the US government and serve as a defense against the independent Justice League headed by Superman and Batman should they ever go rogue. Following the cancellation of JLA at the conclusion of the Forever Evil[image: External link] storyline, Green Arrow appears in its replacement series, Justice League United[image: External link], also written by Lemire.

On July 3, 2014, it was announced that Lemire and Sorrentino would be leaving Green Arrow after issue 34, to be replaced by writers Andrew Kreisberg and Ben Sokolowski, and artist Daniel Sampere. Kreisberg is the executive producer of Arrow, and Sokolowski serves as a writer for the show. Kreisberg and Sokolowski's first issue features The New 52 debuts of Felicity Smoak and Mia Dearden. Kreisberg's run sees him face off against the influential magnate John King, who is Mia's father, and his hired gun, Merlyn. At a moment of desperation given King's infinite resources and litany of loyal subjects, Felicity and Diggle recruit some of Green Arrow's allies and old enemies to help in the fight: Batman, Arsenal, Emiko, Katana, Onyx, Cupid and even Lex Luthor[image: External link], at that time a Justice League member.

Following DC's Convergence[image: External link] storyline in April–May 2015, the title again received a new creative team in writer Ben Percy and artist Patrick Zircher[image: External link], whose run was more influenced by the horror[image: External link] genre. Elements from Arrow were removed, and characters created by Lemire, such as Emiko and Henry Fyff, were restored to major roles. Percy's first arc depicts Green Arrow confronting a racist serial killer using drone[image: External link]-like security technology in Seattle to systematically target criminals and potential criminals based on computer profiling and police data.
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 DC Rebirth




In 2016, DC relaunched its entire line of titles once again with the DC Rebirth[image: External link] event, this time intending to restore elements from the DC Universe prior to Flashpoint, while also maintaining the continuity of the New 52.[28] Ben Percy remained the principal writer for the series, with a rotating art team consisting of Otto Schmidt, Juan Ferreyra and Stephen Byrne[image: External link]. During this run, Green Arrow is seemingly betrayed by Emiko as Percy reintroduces Shado, echoing elements from the Grell run, as well as John Diggle[image: External link]. In addition to restoring Green Arrow's trademark Van Dyke beard, the series revisited a romance between Green Arrow and Black Canary for the first time since 2011. Percy also reestablished Green Arrow as a politically conscious figure, with the writer describing him as a "social justice warrior[image: External link]."[29] After it was revealed that Emiko was still on Oliver's side, she eventually adopted the codename of Red Arrow.[30]
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 Supporting characters




See also: List of Green Arrow supporting characters[image: External link] and List of Green Arrow enemies[image: External link]


As with other DC superheroes, Green Arrow has an extensive supporting cast of characters, sometimes called Team Arrow, along with a unique rogues gallery[image: External link] of villains. His supporting cast has changed wildly over the course of the series, but has tended to include his sidekick Speedy (Roy Harper and Mia Dearden[image: External link]) and his fellow superhero and main romantic interest, Black Canary. His son Connor Hawke[image: External link] has also been a part of the Arrow vigilante family, along with Black Canary's adopted daughter Sin. For a brief time, Green Arrow was also "assisted" by the aspiring superhero Miss Arrowette[image: External link], with whom he had a brief affair. The New 52 reboot of Green Arrow has also introduced a number of new supporting characters for Oliver, including ex-Queen Industries technology experts Naomi Singh and Henry Fyff, and his archer half-sister Emiko Queen who later takes up the code-name Red Arrow.[31] The characters of Felicity Smoak and John Diggle[image: External link] from the Arrow TV series were also adapted into the comic books in 2015 (though Felicity was later removed from the continuity). The archer Shado[image: External link], though not part of Oliver's unit of heroes, has also been a recurring character in Oliver's life. Additionally, Green Arrow has been regularly paired with his fellow superhero Green Lantern[image: External link] (Hal Jordan[image: External link]) in comics, as the two co-starred in the series Green Lantern/Green Arrow together for many years.

As a Justice League[image: External link] member, Green Arrow will also appear in crossovers with stories featuring other DC flagship characters from time to time. Of his Justice League colleagues, classic stories depict Ollie as having an ongoing feud with Hawkman owing to their differing outlooks on life, and more recently, he has been depicted as a good friend of his Justice League United[image: External link] colleague Animal Man[image: External link]. Green Arrow has also been a member of the Outsiders[image: External link], both in its incarnation as a covert superhero team led by Batman[image: External link] and in its New 52 form as a secret society[image: External link] based around various weapon clans, including an Arrow Clan which Oliver is the rightful head of. In the Golden Age of Comic Books[image: External link], Green Arrow and Speedy were also affiliated with the superhero group the Seven Soldiers of Victory[image: External link].

Recurring Green Arrow villains of course include his archenemies Merlyn, a master archer, and Count Vertigo[image: External link], a foreign dignitary with the power to disrupt his enemy's balance and perception. Other recurring villains have included China White, Clock King[image: External link], Cupid, Brick, and Constantine Drakon[image: External link]. Since the 2000s, the longstanding DC supervillain Deathstroke has often been depicted as having a particular grudge against Green Arrow.
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 Other versions




Many alternative versions of the character have appeared in DC Comics publications. The original version of the character became established as the Earth-Two[image: External link] version of Green Arrow who was a member of the Seven Soldiers of Victory[image: External link] and All-Star Squadron[image: External link] in the 1940s, along with his sidekick Speedy. Aside from their origin, which states the two were trained together on a mesa top, their history nearly parallels the history of the Earth-One[image: External link] version, up until the point when Green Arrow and Speedy, along with their teammates, were thrown into various periods of time during a battle with the Nebula Man[image: External link]. He was killed during the Crisis on Infinite Earths[image: External link]. A retcon[image: External link] was made, in Crisis on Infinite Earths, that the Earth-Two Green Arrow had brown hair, as opposed to Earth-One's Green Arrow being blond. Similarly, the Earth-Two Speedy has blonde hair, as opposed to Earth-One's Speedy having red.

The character appears in Frank Miller[image: External link]'s Batman: The Dark Knight Returns[image: External link] and the sequel Batman: The Dark Knight Strikes Again[image: External link]. Despite missing an arm (implied to be because of Superman[image: External link]), Oliver still proves to be an effective archer (he grasps the nocks of his arrows in his teeth). The Emerald Archer later acquires a cybernetic replacement for his lost arm from Batman in the sequel and there was an action figure made with his missing arm in the box. The death scene in Green Arrow #100–101 pays tribute to Miller's story, when Oliver's arm is trapped in a bomb that he is attempting to disarm on board a plane heading for Metropolis. Superman's only course of action to rescue Green Arrow is by removing his arm, but Queen refuses to let him – admitting later in Quiver that he refused due to both his own issues at this point in his life and the more practical issue that he would be useless as an archer with one arm – thus bringing about his apparent death as he is atomised in the explosion. In The Dark Knight Returns, Queen is portrayed as an anarchist, while in The Dark Knight Strikes Again, he is explicitly described as a "billionaire turned Communist."

In JLA: The Nail[image: External link] and its sequel[image: External link], Oliver is a featured as a crippled ex-hero, having lost an arm, an eye, and the use of his legs in a fight with Amazo[image: External link], the same battle resulting in the death of Katar Hol. Bitter and furious, he is now wheelchair-bound and spreads fear on Perry White[image: External link]'s talk show about the JLA being aliens and claims that they are planning to conquer the world; his former teammates speculate that this is his method of coping. In the sequel, Oliver's brain is transplanted into Amazo's body – the Flash having removed Amazo's computerized brain in an earlier fight – restoring his sanity, allowing him to defeat the creature threatening the universe at the cost of his own life, after mending fences with his former teammates.

In Batman: Holy Terror[image: External link], Oliver Queen is mentioned as having been executed, found guilty of supporting underground Jewish "pornographers". He has a cameo as Bruce Wayne's society friend in Dean Motter's Batman: Nine Lives[image: External link]. Oliver Queen also appears in Mike Mignola[image: External link]'s Batman: The Doom That Came to Gotham, where he is portrayed as a latter-day Templar[image: External link] equipped with magic arrows dipped in the blood of Saint Sebastian[image: External link]. He is killed in issue #2 by Poison Ivy[image: External link].

An older, balding Green Arrow appears in Mark Waid[image: External link] and Alex Ross[image: External link]' futuristic Kingdom Come[image: External link], in which Oliver has joined forces with Batman to oppose Superman's army. He married his longtime love Dinah Lance[image: External link] and they have a daughter, Olivia Queen.

Green Arrow appears in League of Justice, a The Lord of the Rings[image: External link]–inspired fantasy where the character is renamed "Longbow Greenarrow": a mysterious wizard resembling Gandalf[image: External link]. JLA: Age of Wonder shows Green Arrow as a defender of the poor and an enemy of oppression.

The prequel comic to the game Injustice: Gods Among Us[image: External link] shows Green Arrow as joining Batman's Insurgency against Superman's Regime, recognizing the corrupt Man of Steel's harsher approach to ending crime. He is in a romantic relationship with Black Canary and also unintentionally becomes close to Harley Quinn, who he saves from potential wrath from Superman. Near the end of Year One he is beaten to death by Superman in his Fortress of Solitude after a mistaken assumption that the Insurgency has come to harm his adopted parents kept there (though in reality it was a botched attempt to gain a super pill meant to give humans great power). With his final action, Oliver is able to use an arrow to shoot the pill to the Insurgency so that the mission was not in vain. Year Two reveals Canary to be pregnant with Oliver's child, leading her determined to take down Superman for his murder. When Superman nearly kills her, Doctor Fate heals and takes Dinah to an alternate universe where a different version of Oliver Queen remains alive but his own Black Canary is deceased. Doctor Fate leaves the two to raise the baby—named Conner—together, giving each other a chance at happiness. 5 years later in the prequel comic of the game's sequel Injustice 2[image: External link], alternate Oliver and Dinah received a news from Doctor Fate of Superman's defeat at the hands of his prime-Earth counterpart. With Dinah is brought home by Doctor Fate to help Batman restoring Earth, the alternate Oliver joins in to honor his late-counterpart who was murdered by Superman 5 years ago. It also revealed in Injustice universe that Oliver never lost his fortune, with his death, his fortune is now under he ownership of his alternate counterpart, with Dinah and alternate Ollie must renew their marriage status for this world. However, their marriage was cut short when Stryker's Island is under attack, and Superman is breaking loose with the help from impostor Batman and his Suicide Squad.
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 Multiverse




DC's weekly series 52[image: External link] established a new 52-Earth Multiverse[image: External link]. The ongoing series Countdown[image: External link] showcased several of these. On Earth-3, an evil equivalent of Green Arrow is a member of the supervillain co-op called the Crime Society of America[image: External link]. Another evil equivalent exists in the Antimatter Universe[image: External link] called Deadeye. On Earth-15, Roy Harper has replaced Oliver as Green Arrow.[32] In the gender-reversed world of Earth-11, Oliver is now Olivia Queen, and that world's version of the Black Canary closely resembles him in appearance.[33] The Kingdom Come (Earth-22) and Dark Knight Returns (Earth-31) stories and their variations of Oliver were later amalgamated into the 52-Earth Multiverse.

In the alternate timeline of the Flashpoint[image: External link] event, Oliver Queen is the head of Green Arrow Industries, a major military contracting company, as well as leads an ex-military band of Green Arrows. Even though Oliver is an inventive genius, he steals advanced gadgets from super-villains for military use. In one day, Oliver discovers his Green Arrows were killed by a female raider. Taking his weapons and gadgets to hunt down the woman in battle, Oliver shockingly learns that she is a daughter of his and Vixen, Oliver's former lover, as well as the reason she attacked him was because Green Arrow Industries built factories which specializing in testing super-villain weapons in American towns that inadvertently became targets for the super-villains looking to gain their weapons back. Shocked by her revelation, Oliver had only been stalling before his daughter is killed by his reserve teams he earlier called.[34]


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Skills and abilities




Green Arrow is a master archer with his accomplishments standing as superhuman, although it is just due to natural talent and years of experience. He claims that he is able to shoot 29 arrows in under a minute when he corrected Black Canary for saying 26. He is also able to shoot arrows up to 95 mph. He has also demonstrated the ability to shoot an arrow down the barrel of a gun, split a drop of water while it slowly leaves the tap, and has made several accurate shots while simultaneously performing an acrobatic maneuver. In CW's television show, the Green Arrow is also depicted as able to accurately and rapidly shoot tennis balls as they are thrown up into the air. Although Green Arrow is capable of aiming and shooting at almost any area of the human body, he typically aims to only wound and only kills in the direst of situations. One of the core elements of his arsenal is his use of trick arrows; armed with explosive arrows, grappling arrows, and his famous boxing-glove arrow. In recent years, he has used these arrows in conjunction with regular arrows.

Unlike most vigilantes, Green Arrow is a poor combatant compared to martial arts experts such as Batman and Black Canary; however, he is a capable brawler and is able to take down common street thugs. However, by the time of One Year Later, he became a master martial artist in his own right after revealing that he had trained for several months with some of the finest martial artists, including Deathstroke’s trainer, Natas[image: External link]. Though it is not his weapon of choice, Green Arrow is also an accomplished swordsman, able to deflect an incoming arrow with one and prove to be a challenge for other skilled swordsman such as Deathstroke and Red Hood[image: External link]. Green Arrow has also proven to be an accomplished hunter, acrobat, survivalist, tactician, politician, and pilot as during the in Golden Age stories, Green Arrow owned and flew an arrow-shaped airplane called the "Arrow plane". In 1950s stories, he drove an arrow-shaped automobile dubbed the "Arrowcar".
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 Collected editions




The trade paperback edition of The Archer's Quest (#16–21) was released as Volume 4 in the series after Straight Shooter (#26–31) was released as Volume 3. The hardcover editions of Quiver, The Sounds Of Violence, as well as The Archer's Quest were never numbered.



	Title
	Material collected
	ISBN



	Beginnings & Team-up with Green Lantern



	The Green Arrow by Jack Kirby
	
Adventure Comics #250–256, World's Finest Comics #96–99
	



	Showcase Presents: Green Arrow
	
Adventure Comics #250–266, #268–269; Brave and the Bold #50, #71, #85; Justice League of America #4, World's Finest Comics #95–140
	SC: 978-1-4012-0785-4[image: External link]




	Green Lantern/Green Arrow Vol. 1
	
Green Lantern Vol. 2 #76–82 (per indicia, it actually #76-#81, #83). The 1992 edition is titled "Hard-Traveling Heroes". Strangely #82 wasn't reprinted in this collection but #83 was. Issue #82's cover is shown in the cover gallery. DC didn't correct this release at all.
	SC: 1992 1-56389-038-0[image: External link]
SC: 2004 1-4012-0224-1[image: External link]





	Green Lantern/Green Arrow Vol. 2
	
Green Lantern Vol. 2 #84–87, #89; The Flash #217–219, #226 (only in the 2004 collections onwards) The 1993 edition is sub-titled "More Hard-Traveling Heroes".
	SC: 1993 1-56389-086-0[image: External link]
SC: 2004 978-1-4012-0230-9[image: External link]





	The Green Lantern/Green Arrow Collection
	
Green Lantern Vol. 2 #76–87, #89, The Flash #217–219 (did not include #226) This release was a slipcased hardcover.
	HC: 978-1-5638-9639-2[image: External link]




	Green Arrow/Black Canary: For Better or for Worse
	
Justice League of America #75, backups from Action Comics #428 & 434, Joker #4, Green Lantern Vol. 2 #94-95, backup from Detective Comics #549-550, & excerpts from Green Arrow: Longbow Hunters #1, Green Arrow vol. 2 #75 & 101, & Green Arrow Vol. 3 #4-5, 12, & 21
	SC: 978-1-4012-1446-3[image: External link]




	Green Arrow Vol. 1: Hunters Moon
	
Green Arrow Vol. 2 #1-6
	SC: 978-1-4012-4326-5[image: External link]




	Green Arrow Vol. 2: Here There Be Dragons
	
Green Arrow Vol. 2 #7-12
	SC: 978-1-4012-5133-8[image: External link]




	Green Arrow Vol. 3: The Trial of Oliver Queen
	
Green Arrow Vol. 2 #13-20
	SC: 978-1-4012-5523-7[image: External link]




	Green Arrow Vol. 4: Blood of the Dragon
	
Green Arrow Vol. 2 #21-28
	SC: 978-1-4012-5822-1[image: External link]




	Green Arrow Vol. 5: Black Arrow
	
Green Arrow Vol. 2 #29-38
	SC: 978-1-4012-6079-8[image: External link]




	Green Arrow Vol. 6: Last Action Hero
	
Green Arrow Vol. 2 #39-50
	SC: 978-1401264574[image: External link]




	Green Arrow Vol. 7: Homecoming
	
Green Arrow Vol. 2 #51-62
	SC: 978-1401265748[image: External link]




	Green Arrow Vol. 8: The Hunt for the Red Dragon
	
Green Arrow Vol. 2 #63-72
	SC: 978-1401269036[image: External link]




	Green Arrow Vol. 9: Old Tricks
	
Green Arrow Vol. 2 #73-80, Green Arrow: The Wonder Year #1-4
	SC: 978-1401275310[image: External link]




	Green Lantern: Emerald Allies featuring Green Arrow
	
Green Arrow Vol. 2 #104, #110–111, #125–126; Green Lantern Vol. 3 #76–77, #92
	SC: 978-1-5638-9603-3[image: External link]




	Green Lantern: Emerald Knights featuring Green Arrow
	
Green Arrow Vol. 2 #136, Green Lantern Vol. 3 #99-106
	SC: 978-1-563-89475-6[image: External link]




	Green Arrow Return



	Green Arrow: Quiver[image: External link]
	
Green Arrow Vol. 3 #1–10
	HC: 978-1-5638-9802-0[image: External link]

SC: 978-1-5638-9965-2[image: External link]




	Green Arrow: The Sounds of Violence
	
Green Arrow Vol. 3 #11–15
	HC: 978-1-5638-9976-8[image: External link]

SC: 978-1-4012-0045-9[image: External link]




	Green Arrow by Kevin Smith Deluxe Edition
	
Green Arrow Vol. 3 #1-15
	HC: 978-1-4012-4596-2[image: External link]




	Green Arrow: The Archer's Quest
	
Green Arrow Vol. 3 #16–21
	HC: 978-1-4012-0010-7[image: External link]

SC: 978-1-4012-0044-2[image: External link]




	Green Arrow: Straight Shooter
	
Green Arrow Vol. 3 #26–31
	SC: 978-1-4012-0200-2[image: External link]




	Green Arrow: City Walls
	
Green Arrow Vol. 3 #32, #34–39
	SC: 978-1-4012-0464-8[image: External link]




	Green Arrow: Moving Targets
	
Green Arrow Vol. 3 #40–50
	SC: 978-1-4012-0930-8[image: External link]




	Green Arrow: Heading Into the Light
	
Green Arrow Vol. 3 #52, #54–59
	SC: 978-1-4012-1094-6[image: External link]




	Green Arrow: Crawling From the Wreckage
	
Green Arrow Vol. 3 #60–65
	SC: 978-1-4012-1232-2[image: External link]




	Green Arrow: Road to Jericho
	
Green Arrow Vol. 3 #66–75
	SC: 978-1-4012-1508-8[image: External link]




	Green Arrow/Black Canary



	Green Arrow/Black Canary: Road to the Altar
	
Birds of Prey #109, Black Canary #1–4: Black Canary Wedding Planner

	SC: 978-1-4012-1863-8[image: External link]




	Green Arrow/Black Canary: The Wedding Album
	
Green Arrow/Black Canary #1–5: Green Arrow/Black Canary Wedding Special

	HC: 978-1-4012-1841-6[image: External link]

SC: 978-1-4012-2219-2[image: External link]




	Green Arrow/Black Canary: Family Business
	
Green Arrow/Black Canary #6–10
	SC: 978-1-4012-2016-7[image: External link]




	Green Arrow/Black Canary: A League of Their Own
	
Green Arrow/Black Canary #11–14, Green Arrow Secret Files #1
	SC: 978-1-4012-2250-5[image: External link]




	Green Arrow/Black Canary: Enemies List
	
Green Arrow/Black Canary #15–20
	SC: 978-1-4012-2498-1[image: External link]




	Green Arrow/Black Canary: Big Game
	
Green Arrow/Black Canary #21–26
	SC: 978-1-4012-2709-8[image: External link]




	Green Arrow/Black Canary: Five Stages
	
Green Arrow/Black Canary #27–29, Green Arrow #30
	SC: 978-1-4012-2898-9[image: External link]




	Brightest Day



	Green Arrow: Into the Woods
	
Green Arrow Vol. 4 #1–7
	HC: 1-4012-3073-3[image: External link]




	Green Arrow: Salvation
	
Green Arrow Vol. 4 #8–15
	HC: 1-4012-3394-5[image: External link]




	The New 52



	Green Arrow Vol. 1: The Midas Touch
	
Green Arrow Vol. 5 #1-6
	SC: 978-1-4012-3486-7[image: External link]




	Green Arrow Vol. 2: Triple Threat
	
Green Arrow Vol. 5 #7-13
	SC: 978-1-4012-3842-1[image: External link]




	Green Arrow Vol. 3: Harrow
	
Green Arrow Vol. 5 #0, 14-16, The Savage Hawkman #14, Justice League Vol. 2 #8
	SC: 978-1-4012-4405-7[image: External link]




	Green Arrow Vol. 4: The Kill Machine
	
Green Arrow Vol. 5 #17-24, 23.1: Count Vertigo
	SC: 978-1-4012-4690-7[image: External link]




	Green Arrow Vol. 5: The Outsiders War
	
Green Arrow Vol. 5 #25-31
	SC: 978-1-4012-5044-7[image: External link]




	Green Arrow Vol. 6: Broken
	
Green Arrow Vol. 5 #32-34, Green Arrow: Futures End #1, Secret Origins Vol. 3 #4
	SC: 978-1-4012-5474-2[image: External link]




	Green Arrow Vol. 7: Kingdom
	
Green Arrow Vol. 5 #35-40
	SC: 978-1-4012-5762-0[image: External link]




	Green Arrow Vol. 8: The Nightbirds
	
Green Arrow Vol. 5 #41-47, Green Arrow Annual #2, Convergence: Speed Force #2

	SC: 978-1-4012-6255-6[image: External link]




	Green Arrow Vol. 9: Outbreak
	
Green Arrow Vol. 5 #48-52, Green Arrow Annual #1

	SC: 978-1-4012-7002-5[image: External link]




	Rebirth



	Green Arrow Vol. 1: The Death and Life Of Oliver Queen
	
Green Arrow Vol. 6 #1-5, Green Arrow: Rebirth #1

	SC: 978-1-4012-6781-0[image: External link]




	Green Arrow Vol. 2: Island of Scars
	
Green Arrow Vol. 6 #6-11
	SC: 978-1-4012-7040-7[image: External link]




	Miscellaneous



	Green Arrow: Year One
	
Green Arrow: Year One #1–6
	HC: 978-1-4012-1687-0[image: External link]

SC: 978-1-4012-1743-3[image: External link]




	Green Arrow: The Longbow Hunters
	
Green Arrow: The Longbow Hunters #1–3
	SC: 978-0-9302-8938-6[image: External link]




	Justice League: Rise and Fall
	Justice League: Rise and Fall Special #1, Green Arrow #31–32, Rise of Arsenal #1–4, Justice League Vol. 2 #43
	HC: 1-4012-3013-X[image: External link]
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 In other media




Main article: Green Arrow in other media[image: External link]
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 Smallville




Main articles: Smallville[image: External link] and Justice League (Smallville)[image: External link]


Justin Hartley[image: External link] portrayed Oliver Queen/Green Arrow in Smallville, and is first introduced in the season six episode " Sneeze[image: External link]". The character starts off as a recurring character who is already an established vigilante in his home of Star City, and is originally paired with Lois Lane[image: External link] in a romantic storyline. After a rough start, he becomes a trusted ally and friend of Clark Kent[image: External link]. Green Arrow retains his many unique arrows and demonstrates expert archery skill, along with skilled use of a crossbow[image: External link] with many trick arrows. In the episode "Justice", Oliver teams up with Clark to put an end to Lex Luthor's experimentation with supervillains by teaming up with other superheroes Clark has met on his journeys, forming a prototypical Justice League. Oliver is seen again in season seven for the episode " Siren[image: External link]", in which he continues his fight against LuthorCorp and meets another superhero, Black Canary, whom he recruits for his Justice League. In a flashback sequence in the season seven episode " Veritas[image: External link]", a young version of Oliver Queen can be seen being played by Luke Gair.

From season eight through season ten, Hartley is a series regular, and is woven into the backstory of Smallville through the Queens' business connections with the Luthor, Teague, and Swann families; Oliver was a childhood friend and schoolmate, and later a teenage bully, of Lex Luthor. In the season eight episode "Requiem," Oliver risks his friendship with Clark by killing Lex, something which Clark would never support. Over the course of the series, Oliver and Clark become increasingly close friends and they establish themselves full-time as superheroes, working with other members of the Justice League when required. Oliver later becomes romantically involved with Clark's best friend, Lois's cousin Chloe Sullivan[image: External link], whom he ultimately marries. In the series finale, Oliver serves as best man at Clark and Lois' wedding service, and Chloe is shown to have a son in the future, who is implied to be Oliver's. Smallville Season Eleven, a comic book continuation of the show, reveals he is Oliver's son Jonathan Queen, named for Clark's father.
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 Arrow




Main articles: Arrow (TV series), Oliver Queen (Arrow), List of Arrow episodes, and List of Arrow characters


On January 18, 2012, The CW green-lit a pilot for a proposed Green Arrow series with Greg Berlanti, Marc Guggenheim and Andrew Kreisberg producing. The series, Arrow, offers a fresh take on the character, and initially does not feature superpowers, as a way to take a realistic look at the characters in this universe. In addition to being the vigilante archer the series also features flashbacks to Oliver's time on the island and the events that shaped him into the hero in the present.[35]Andrew Kreisberg explained that, "We designed [Oliver] as a character a little more tortured" than the comic series Green Arrow.[36] Stephen Amell portrays Oliver Queen in the series.[37][38] It premiered in North America on October 10, 2012,[39] and was picked up for a full season later that month.[40] On February 11, 2013, Arrow was renewed for a second season,[41] which premiered on October 9, 2013.[42] On February 13, 2014, The CW renewed the series for a third season, which premiered on October 8, 2014.[43] On January 11, 2015, Arrow was renewed for a 23-episode fourth season,[44] which has premiered on October 7, 2015. Unlike in the comic books, Queen does not go by the alias "Green Arrow" until the fourth season; in the first season he is called "The Hood" and during the second and third seasons, he re-dubs himself "The Arrow" until Ra's al Ghul's monomania in trying to get him to be his successor forces Roy Harper to take the fall as being the Arrow to save Oliver from the police. On January 8, 2017, The CW renewed the show for a sixth season.
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 The Flash




Main article: The Flash (2014 TV series)


Oliver Queen has made multiple appearances in Arrow's sister series The Flash, once again played by Stephen Amell.[45] In the pilot, Barry Allen returns to Starling City after gaining super speed and receives advice from Oliver when he sought Oliver's opinion about whether he could be a hero or just 'some guy who was struck by lightning'. A promo depicts a sequence in which Oliver is training an in-costume Barry. The shows and the characters have crossovers with each other midseason, including Felicity Smoak visiting Central City to help Barry deal with the new threat of Leonard Snart[image: External link]'s stolen cold gun, followed shortly after by a two-parter where Oliver fights Barry after a mood-controlling metahuman provokes Barry into attacking his allies in "Flash vs. Arrow" and Barry assisting Oliver in catching new foe Captain Boomerang in "The Brave and the Bold". In "All-Star Team Up", Ray Palmer and Felicity visit S.T.A.R. labs to get help for Ray's Atom suit, and assist the team in defeating a supervillain who can control robotic bees. Oliver appears in the penultimate episode "Rogue Air" to help Barry fight the Reverse-Flash with Firestorm, using nanite-enhanced arrows from Ray Palmer to slow Reverse-Flash down and knock him out. In return, he asks for Barry's help in freeing his friends in the season 3 Arrow finale. In two-part crossover that will set the events to Legends of Tomorrow, Oliver and his comrades team up with Barry, Kendra and Carter to defeat immortal villain, Vandal Savage.[46] During the Season 2 episode, "Enter Zoom", a news report shows that on Earth-2, Oliver died the night the Queen's Gambit sunk, and his father Robert took the mantle of the Arrow. However, Robert was somehow unmasked in this reality. In the mass crossover episode "Invasion!", featuring the casts of Arrow, The Flash and Legends of Tomorrow teaming up with Supergirl to stop an alien invasion by the Dominators, Oliver nominates Barry for team leader while acting as a tactical advisor to the team.
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 Vixen




Main article: Vixen (web series)


Queen appears in the animated web series Vixen, also voiced by Stephen Amell.[47]
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 DC's Legends of Tomorrow




Main article: Legends of Tomorrow


Oliver appears in DC's Legends of Tomorrow, once again portrayed by Stephen Amell. He first appears in "Pilot, Part 1" where he enlists Ray to sneak into a H.I.V.E. facility to analyze a stolen prototype computer. Later Ray assists Oliver as he engages several H.I.V.E. soldiers to inform him of Rip Hunter[image: External link]'s offer to accompany him on a mission throughout time to stop Vandal Savage, along with Sara, Kendra, Carter, Professor Stein, Jefferson Jackson, Leonard Snart and Mick Rory, though Oliver is suspicious of Rip's motives he encourages Ray to join his mission but reminds him to stay vigilant. Oliver reappears in "Star City 2046" where in an alternate future where Ray and Sara never returned Star City was attacked by Grant Wilson/Deathstroke, son and successor of Slade Wilson, and his own army of Mirakuru soldiers in 2031. Diggle and Captain Lance were killed, Felicity left and Laurel and Thea were implied to have been killed also. Oliver has lost his left arm to Grant during a fight, no longer in his physical prime due to age, and was exposed as Green Arrow. Following this Oliver fled into hiding and was believed dead and John's son, John Diggle Jr. who out of guilt for failing to save his father renamed himself Connor Hawke, took up the Green Arrow mantle. In 2046, Oliver is discovered alive by Connor, Sara, and Rip while searching for a component for their ship. After Connor is captured, Oliver reluctantly agrees to aid Sara in rescuing him and returns as Green Arrow, utilizing a cybernetic prosthesis, and defeats Grant with his successor. As Sara parts ways back to her mission with her team, Oliver and Connor are last seen repairing their safe house. Rip claims that the timeline is malleable, and thus this dystopian future may never occur once Sara and Ray return to their present with this knowledge.

In season 2, Oliver aided Nathan Haywood to locate the legends' location, and located the Waverider. Oliver would later appear in the annual crossover " Invasion[image: External link]", where he joins all of the Arrowverse heroes to fight against the Dominators.


	Joseph David-Jones portrays Connor Hawke / Green Arrow[image: External link], born as John Diggle, Jr., Connor takes up the Green Arrow mantle in the potential Star City of 2046 after the supposed death of Oliver Queen.
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The CW






This article is about the American television network. For the University of Alabama newspaper, see The Crimson White[image: External link]. For other uses, see CW (disambiguation)[image: External link].

The CW Television Network (commonly referred to as just The CW) is an American English language[image: External link] broadcast[image: External link] television network that is operated by The CW Network, LLC, a limited liability[image: External link] joint venture[1] between CBS Corporation[image: External link], the former owners of the United Paramount Network ( UPN[image: External link]), and the Warner Bros. Entertainment[image: External link] division of Time Warner[image: External link], former majority owner of The WB Television Network[image: External link]. The "CW" name is an acronym[image: External link] derived from the first letters of the names of its two parent corporations (CBS and Warner Bros.).

The network made its debut on September 18, 2006, after its two predecessors, UPN and The WB, respectively ceased independent operations on September 15 and 17 of that year. The CW's first two nights of programming – on September 18 and 19, 2006 – consisted of reruns and launch-related specials[image: External link]. The CW marked its formal launch date on September 20, 2006, with the two-hour premiere of the seventh cycle[image: External link] of America's Next Top Model[image: External link]. As of 2008, the network's programming lineup was intended to appeal mainly to women between the ages of 18 and 34,[4] although starting in 2011 the network increased in programming that appeal to men.[5] The network currently runs programming six days a week: airing Monday through Fridays in the afternoon[image: External link] and in prime time, along with a Saturday morning live-action educational programming[image: External link] block produced by Litton Entertainment[image: External link] called One Magnificent Morning[image: External link].

The CW is also available in Canada on cable[image: External link], satellite[image: External link] and IPTV[image: External link] providers through stations owned-and-operated[image: External link] by CBS Corporation and affiliates[image: External link] that are located within proximity to the Canada–United States border[image: External link] (whose broadcasts of CW shows are subject to simultaneous substitution[image: External link] laws imposed by the Canadian Radio-television and Telecommunications Commission[image: External link], if a Canadian network holds the broadcast rights); it is also available through two affiliates owned by Tribune Media[image: External link] that are classified in that country as superstations[image: External link] – New York City affiliate WPIX[image: External link] and Los Angeles affiliate KTLA[image: External link].

The CW is also available in Mexico through affiliates located near the Mexico–U.S. border[image: External link] (such as KFMB-DT2[image: External link]/San Diego[image: External link]- Tijuana[image: External link], KECY-DT3[image: External link] in El Centro, California[image: External link], KVIA-DT2[image: External link] in El Paso[image: External link], and KCWT-CD[image: External link] with simulcasters KFXV-LD2[image: External link] and KNVO-DT4[image: External link] in McAllen[image: External link]–Brownsville, Texas[image: External link]) on pay television providers. In both countries, some CW affiliates are receivable over-the-air in border areas depending on the station's signal coverage[image: External link].
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 History
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 1993–2006: Origins




Main articles: The WB[image: External link] and UPN[image: External link]


The CW Television Network is a successor to The WB[image: External link] and the United Paramount Network ( UPN[image: External link]), both of which launched within one week of each other in January 1995, with the former making its debut first on January 11 and the latter premiering five days later on January 16.[6]

UPN and The WB both began just as the Fox[image: External link] network had started to secure a foothold with American television audiences. The two networks launched to limited fanfare and generally mediocre to poor results. However, over the subsequent 11 1⁄2 seasons, both were able to air several series that became quite popular (such as Buffy the Vampire Slayer[image: External link], Star Trek: Voyager[image: External link], 7th Heaven[image: External link], Dawson's Creek[image: External link] and Charmed[image: External link]). Towards the end of their first decade on the air, The WB and UPN were in decline, unable to reach the audience share or have the effect that Fox had gained within its first decade, much less that of the Big Three[image: External link] networks ( ABC[image: External link], CBS[image: External link] and NBC[image: External link]). In the eleven years that UPN and The WB were in operation, the two networks lost a combined $2 billion.[7] Incidentally, Chris-Craft Industries, Viacom and Time Warner officials had discussed a possible merger of UPN and The WB as early as September 1995, only nine months after their respective launches; however, discussions ultimately broke down over issues on how to combine Chris-Craft and Tribune Broadcasting[image: External link]'s station interests in the proposal to merge the networks, since the two companies' station portfolios overlapped with one another in several major markets[8] than facing questionable futures as separate networks.

Executives from CBS and Time Warner announced on January 24, 2006,[9] that they would respectively shut down UPN and The WB, and combine resources to form a new broadcast network, to be known as The CW Television Network, that would – at the outset – feature programming from both of its predecessors-to-be as well as new content developed specifically for the new network.[10][11] CBS chairman Leslie Moonves[image: External link] explained that the name of the new network was formed from the first letters of CBS and Warner Bros, joking, "We couldn't call it the WC[image: External link] for obvious reasons." Although some executives reportedly disliked the new name, Moonves stated in March 2006[12] that there was "zero chance" the name would change, citing research claiming 48% of the target demographic were already aware of the CW name.

In May 2006, The CW announced that it would pick up a combined thirteen programs from its two predecessors to air as part of the network's inaugural fall schedule: seven series held over from The WB (7th Heaven, Beauty and the Geek[image: External link], Gilmore Girls[image: External link], One Tree Hill[image: External link], Reba[image: External link], Smallville[image: External link] and Supernatural[image: External link]) and six held over from UPN (America's Next Top Model[image: External link], Veronica Mars[image: External link], Everybody Hates Chris[image: External link], Girlfriends[image: External link], All of Us[image: External link] and WWE SmackDown[image: External link]). Upon the network's launch, The CW chose to use the scheduling model utilized by The WB due in part to the fact that it had a more extensive base programming schedule than UPN, allowing for a larger total of weekly programming hours for the new network to fill. (The WB carried 30 hours of programming each week because of its having a children's program block and a daytime lineup that UPN did not offer; UPN was primarily a prime time-only network with 12 weekly hours of network programming at the time of the network's shutdown).[13]
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 2006–2011: Beginnings




Like both UPN and The WB, The CW targets its programming towards younger audiences. CBS and Time Warner hoped that combining their networks' schedules and affiliate lineups would strengthen The CW into a fifth "major" broadcast network. One week before the network's official launch, on September 11, 2006, a new, full version of the network website, www.cwtv.com[image: External link], was launched[image: External link]; the website began to feature more in-depth information about The CW's shows.

The CW launched with a premiere special/launch party from the CBS[image: External link]-produced Entertainment Tonight[image: External link] at Warner Bros. Studios[image: External link] in Burbank[image: External link], California on September 18, 2006, after a repeat of the tenth-season finale of 7th Heaven;[14] the same schedule was repeated on September 19, with the sixth-season finale of Gilmore Girls airing in the second hour of prime time.[15] The network continued to air season finales from the previous season through the remainder of the first week, except for America's Next Top Model and WWE SmackDown, which respectively began their new seasons on September 20 and 22, with two-hour premieres. When Top Model made its network premiere on September 20, 2006, The CW scored a 3.4 rating/5 share (with hourly ratings of 3.1/5 and 3.6/6; The CW placed fifth overall) in the Nielsen household ratings. It scored a 2.6 rating among Adults 18–49, finishing fourth in that age demographic and beating the 2.2 rating earned by Fox on that night. The network's second week consisted of season and series premieres for all of its other series from September 25 to October 1, with the exception of Veronica Mars, which debuted its third season on October 3.[16]

Despite having several of the most popular programs carried over from UPN and The WB as part of its schedule, The CW – even though it experienced some success with newer programs that launched in subsequent seasons which became modest hits – largely struggled to gain an audience foothold throughout its first five years on the air. Because of declining viewership for the network during the 2007–08 season and effects from the Writers Guild of America strike[image: External link], the network announced on March 4, 2008, that it would eliminate its comedy department (dismissing executive vice president of comedy Kim Fleary, and senior vice president of comedy Steve Veisel), while also combining its drama and current programming departments into a single scripted programming unit. The corporate restructuring – which also included the elimination of certain positions, other newly opened positions being left unfilled, layoffs from the Kids' WB unit (as the block was set to be replaced by The CW4Kids[image: External link] on May 24), and the elimination and transfer of marketing positions at The CW Plus[image: External link] to the network's marketing department – resulted in the layoffs of around 25 to 30 employees.[17][18]

On May 9, 2008, The CW announced that it would lease its Sunday lineup (then running from 5:00 to 10:00 p.m. Eastern[image: External link] and Pacific Time[image: External link])[19][20] to production company Media Rights Capital (MRC). As Sundays have historically been a low-rated night for the network during its first two seasons on the air (due to stiff competition from CBS, ABC and Fox's strong Sunday lineups, and complicated further by NBC's acquisition of Sunday Night Football[image: External link] in September 2006, shortly before The CW debuted), the move allowed The CW to concentrate on its Monday through Saturday prime time schedule, while giving MRC the right to develop and schedule programs of its own choosing and reap advertising revenue generated by the lineup. The Sunday series that were scheduled – two reality series ( 4Real[image: External link] and In Harm's Way[image: External link]) and two scripted series (romantic dramedy Valentine[image: External link] and drama Easy Money[image: External link]) – performed poorly in the ratings (averaging only 1.04 million viewers[21]), prompting The CW to scrap its agreement with MRC and program Sunday nights on its own starting on November 30, 2008. With no first-run programming available to run on Sundays as a backup, the network added reruns of The Drew Carey Show[image: External link] and Jericho[image: External link], and movies to replace the MRC-produced programs.[22]

One of the shows carried over to the network from UPN, WWE Friday Night SmackDown[image: External link], ended its run on The CW after the September 26, 2008, episode due to negotiations ending between the WWE[image: External link] and The CW on renewing the program. Representatives for The CW later confirmed that it had chosen not to continue carrying SmackDown because the network had redefined its target audience as exclusively females 18 to 34 years old,[7] whereas Smackdown targeted a predominately male audience – although it continued to air some shows that targeted male viewers afterward, such as Smallville and Supernatural. Following Smackdown's move to MyNetworkTV[image: External link] that same season, the Fox[image: External link]-owned network (which launched the same month as The CW's debut, albeit two weeks earlier, on September 5, 2006) began beating The CW in the Friday ratings every week from that program's debut on the network, though The CW continued to beat MyNetworkTV overall.[23] SmackDown would eventually leave broadcast television altogether in October 2010, when the program moved to the Syfy[image: External link] cable channel before moving to USA Network[image: External link] in 2016 as part of WWE[image: External link]'s plan to consolidate all of its programming airing on NBCUniversal[image: External link] networks to USA Network.

The CW has generally struggled in the Nielsen ratings since its inception, primarily placing fifth in all statistics tabulated by Nielsen[image: External link] (total audience viewership and demographic ratings). On several occasions, The CW has even been outrated by Spanish language network Univision[image: External link]. This had led to speculation within the industry (including a May 16, 2008 article in The Wall Street Journal[image: External link][7]) that CBS, Time Warner or both companies could abandon the venture if ratings did not improve. However, The CW's fortunes were buoyed in the 2008–09 and 2009–10 television seasons thanks to increased ratings among females in the 18–34 demographic and the buzz that some of its newer series (such as Gossip Girl[image: External link], 90210[image: External link] and The Vampire Diaries[image: External link]) had generated with audiences. Executives with CBS Corporation and Time Warner also emphasized their commitment to the network.[24]

On May 5, 2009, The CW announced that it would give the five hours of network time on Sundays back to its affiliated stations that fall, effectively becoming a weeknight-only network in prime time, in addition to The CW Daytime and The CW4Kids blocks (the latter block, airing on Saturday mornings, would remain the only weekend programming supplied by the network).[25][26] This, in turn, resulted in the discontinuance of the Sunday late afternoon repeat block that The CW inherited from The WB (formerly branded by that network as "EasyView") through its use of the predecessor network's scheduling model. Subsequently, in mid-May, 65% of The CW's affiliates, including those carrying The CW Plus, signed agreements to continue to air the replacement MGM[image: External link] Showcase movie package on Sundays, which was offered as a traditional syndicated film package meant for The CW's former prime time slot on that night.[27]
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 2011–2012: New leadership




On April 28, 2011, Mark Pedowitz[image: External link] was appointed by the network to succeed original president of entertainment Dawn Ostroff[image: External link]; Pedowitz assumed broader responsibilities in The CW's business operations than Ostroff had, as the network's first president.[28] As president of entertainment, Ostroff oversaw entertainment operations while John Maatta, the network's chief operating officer, handled business affairs; both reported to a board composed of CBS and Warner Bros. executives. Maatta began reporting to Pedowitz as a result of the latter's appointment as network president.[28]

Pedowitz revealed that the core target demographic of the network would not change, though The CW would attempt to lure new viewers. Pedowitz began looking to bring comedies back to The CW after former president, Dawn Ostroff, publicly declared that the difficulty of developing comedies for its target demographic as the reason for their removal from the network following the 2008–09 season[image: External link] (with Everybody Hates Chris, and The Game[image: External link] – a spin-off of Girlfriends – becoming the last comedies to be cancelled).[29] The network also ordered more episodes of its original series and ran them consecutively through the first week of December, starting on September 12, without repeats.[30] In July 2012, Pedowitz no longer referred to the target demographic of The CW as women 18-34, but rather that it would now be an "18-34 adult network".[5]
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 2012–present: Breakthrough




The CW began to experience more success with the introduction of action-superhero series Arrow (based on DC Comics' Green Arrow franchise), which received favorable reviews from critics and became a hit with audiences when it premiered in September 2012. As evidence of the network's refocusing toward a more inclusive audience, Arrow not only premiered to some of the highest viewership totals in the network's history (the third highest overall as of 2015, behind the series premieres of The Vampire Diaries and The Flash), it also gave the network its strongest performance in the demographic of males 18-34 since Smallville ended its run in May 2011. Around this time, the network introduced an image campaign under the "TV Now" slogan, in part to emphasize the availability of CW content across television, computer and mobile platforms.[31]

The CW continued to build momentum in subsequent seasons. The network finally found success with its summer programming in 2013, with the revival of the U.S. version of the improv comedy series Whose Line Is It Anyway?[image: External link], which later became part of the network's fall-to-spring schedule; this was subsequently followed in 2014 by the strong performance of midseason[image: External link] sci-fi drama The 100[image: External link]. On November 21, 2013, The CW beat NBC for the first time in the key demographic of Adults 18-49 for a single calendar night.[32]

On April 28, 2014, CBS and The CW announced that they would begin jointly coordinating advertising sales.[33] The two networks will continue to set pricing for commercials independently of one another, but the sales teams now coordinate and share resources in research and other areas to develop strategies that bring value to advertising. Rob Tuck, executive vice president of sales for The CW, would continue to report to Mark Pedowitz, but with added direction from CBS' president of sales, Jo Ann Ross.

On October 14, 2014, The CW announced that John Maatta would step down as its executive vice president.[34] Maatta is the longest serving executive of The CW, having transitioned from his post as Chief Operating Officer at The WB; Maatta also holds the distinction of being the first employee hired by The WB, after that network's co-founder Jamie Kellner[image: External link]. Company-wide cutbacks at Time Warner resulted in the Warner Bros. Entertainment division instituting several layoffs and the elimination of executive positions at The CW in November 2014. One of these positions belonged to senior vice president of alternative programming Kristen Connolly Vadas,[35] one of two alternative programming executives at The CW, who had been in charge of the network's unscripted projects since 2008.

The 2014–15 season saw the premieres of three critically acclaimed shows that also earned strong ratings: Arrow spin-off The Flash, the freshman comedy-drama Jane the Virgin[image: External link] (loosely adapted from the Venezuelan telenovela Juana la Virgen[image: External link]), and freshman offbeat crime dramedy iZombie[image: External link] (a loose adaptation based on DC's Vertigo[image: External link] comic book series of the same name[image: External link]). The Flash surpassed The Vampire Dairies as the highest-rated premiere in the network's history and became the most watched show on the network. Jane the Virgin, meanwhile, earned some of the highest critical praise of any series during the 2014–15 television season, and during its first season, became the first CW series ever to have been nominated for and win a Golden Globe Award[image: External link] (with lead actress Gina Rodriguez[image: External link] winning the Golden Globe for "Best Actress in a Comedy or Variety Series"). iZombie, which premiered as a mid-season replacement[image: External link], earned both strong ratings (at one point becoming the third highest-rated show on The CW) and critical acclaim. Overall, the network ended the 2014–15 season posting its highest average total viewership in a single television season since 2007–08 with 2.15 million viewers, a 12% increase in total viewership year-to-year; The CW also posted its highest seasonal demographic ratings among males ages 18–49 with a 0.8 share.[36] The network's Summer 2015 schedule also saw the debut of Significant Mother[image: External link], the first original half-hour sitcom to air on The CW since 2009 (other scripted half-hour comedies have aired on the network since that time, consisting of imported series acquired by The CW through distribution deals with Canadian and British producers).

The 2015–16 season saw two shows that receive similar success: the freshman musical comedy-drama Crazy Ex-Girlfriend[image: External link] and the Arrow/Flash spin-off DC's Legends of Tomorrow. Crazy Ex-Girlfriend became one of the most critically acclaimed shows of the season and became the second show on the network to be nominated and win a Golden Globe Award (with actress Rachel Bloom[image: External link] win a Golden Globe Award for Best Actress in a Comedy or Variety Series); DC's Legends of Tomorrow, meanwhile, earned high ratings for the network and became the most watched show on the network's Thursday night block in two years. On the other hand, Containment[image: External link] was cancelled following mixed reviews and falling ratings (although the series had been promoted as being a limited series).[37]

The 2016–17 season saw mixed fortunes with CBS transplant Supergirl providing a boost to the lineup, while freshmen series Frequency[image: External link] and No Tomorrow[image: External link] failed to live up to ratings expectations and were canceled.[38][39] Critically acclaimed freshman series Riverdale[image: External link] fared better, securing a renewal despite modest ratings.[40]
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Main article: List of programs broadcast by The CW[image: External link]


As of September 2015, The CW currently provides 20 hours of regularly scheduled network programming each week, over the course of six days. The network provides ten hours of prime time programming to its owned-and-operated and affiliated stations on Monday through Fridays from 8:00 to 10:00 p.m. Eastern and Pacific Time. Outside of prime time, an hour of daytime programming is also offered Monday through Fridays from 3:00 to 4:00 p.m. in all time zones, in the form of talk show The Robert Irvine Show[image: External link] (though a few affiliates – such as WPIX[image: External link] in New York City, WPWR-TV[image: External link] in Chicago, KDAF[image: External link] in Dallas[image: External link]-Fort Worth[image: External link], KPXJ[image: External link] in Shreveport[image: External link] and WCCB[image: External link] in Charlotte[image: External link] – carry the show earlier in the afternoon); while weekend programming consists solely of a five-hour educational programming[image: External link] block called "One Magnificent Morning[image: External link]" (which airs as part of the CW schedule through a time-lease agreement with Litton Entertainment[image: External link]) on Saturday mornings from 7:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. in all time zones.

The weekday daytime hour provided by the network and the Litton-produced Saturday morning block (the latter of which is subject to scheduling variances similar to the weekday hour in some markets, such as in Atlanta[image: External link] and San Diego[image: External link]) are designed to be tape delayed[image: External link] and are therefore recommended to air in the same time slot in all time zones, though both are broadcast one hour earlier on affiliates of The CW Plus in the Central[image: External link], Mountain[image: External link] and Alaska Time Zones[image: External link]. In Guam[image: External link], CW Plus affiliate KTKB-LD[image: External link] in Hagåtña[image: External link] airs the CW schedule day and date on a one-day tape delay from its initial broadcast because of the time difference between Guam and the continental United States[image: External link] as the island is on the west side of the International Date Line[image: External link]. As of 2017, Supernatural (which originally aired on The WB) is the only CW series carried over from either of the network's respective predecessors that continues to be broadcast on the network.

The CW formerly aired short segments during commercial breaks within certain episodes of its programs known as "Content Wraps" – a play on the network's name – in order to advertise one company's product during part or the entirety of a commercial break. The entertainment magazine series CW Now[image: External link] was inspired in part by the success of the Content Wraps as it was intended to be a series with product placement[image: External link];[41] the program was cancelled in 2008, after a single 23-episode season. For the 2006–07 season, The CW reached an agreement with American Eagle Outfitters[image: External link] to incorporate tie-ins with the company's aerie[image: External link] clothing line as part of the Content Wrap concept within the network's Tuesday night schedule, which included subjects in the commercials commenting on plot points in each of the shows.[42] The agreement was cut down to regular advertising in February 2007, after a fan backlash by viewers of both shows and general criticism of the campaign.[43]
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Main articles: Kids' WB[image: External link], Toonzai[image: External link], Vortexx[image: External link], and One Magnificent Morning[image: External link]


On September 23, 2006, the Kids' WB[image: External link] children's programming block – which originated on The WB in September 1995 and continued to be produced by Warner Bros. Television[image: External link] – was carried over to The CW as part of its inaugural programming lineup; although the network on which it originated ceased operations the week before, the "Kids' WB" branding was retained for the block. On October 2, 2007, through a joint decision between corporate parents Warner Bros. Television and CBS Corporation, The CW announced that it would discontinue the Kids' WB block due to competition from cable channels aimed at the demographic (such as Cartoon Network[image: External link], which carried many series shared with the block and vice versa, Nickelodeon[image: External link] and Disney Channel[image: External link]), as well as the effects of children's advertising limits, and would sell the programming rights to the network's Saturday morning block to 4Kids Entertainment[image: External link] (which at the time of the announcement, had produced a competing children's programming block, 4Kids TV[image: External link], for Fox[image: External link]).[44] Kids' WB ended its run on May 17, 2008 (though some CW affiliates that delayed the block to Sundays, such as Atlanta[image: External link] O&O WUPA[image: External link], aired the block for the last time on May 18).

The following week on May 24, 2008, 4Kids took over responsibility for The CW's Saturday morning children's lineup, with the debut of a new block called The CW4Kids[image: External link]. The block's lineup initially consisted mostly of programs carried over from Kids' WB, before eventually adding 4Kids-produced shows such as Chaotic[image: External link] as well as new seasons of Yu-Gi-Oh![image: External link] and Teenage Mutant Ninja Turtles[image: External link].[45] The block was rebranded into Toonzai[image: External link] on August 14, 2010 (though The CW4Kids name was retained as a sub-brand to fulfill branding obligations that the network had to comply with per 4Kids Entertainment's contract to lease The CW's Saturday morning timeslots); Toonzai ended its run on August 18, 2012.

On July 3, 2012, Saban Brands[image: External link] and Kidsco Media Ventures, affiliates of Saban Capital Group[image: External link], entered into an agreement to program the five-hour Saturday morning time slot with a new action-adventure and comedy programming block for The CW.[46][47] TheCW4Kids/Toonzai was replaced by Vortexx[image: External link] on August 25, 2012, featuring programs such as Power Rangers Lost Galaxy[image: External link] and WWE Saturday Morning Slam[image: External link], the latter of which marked the return of WWE programming to the network since WWE Smackdown moved to MyNetworkTV in 2008.[48]

On June 5, 2014, The CW announced an agreement with Litton Entertainment[image: External link] to program a block of live-action series designed to comply with the FCC's educational programming[image: External link] guidelines. Vortexx (which was the last remaining non-educational children's block on the major U.S. broadcast networks) was replaced by One Magnificent Morning[image: External link] on October 4, 2014, effectively ending forever the nearly 60-year history of cartoons on Saturday morning television.[49][50] The block features a mix of wildlife and lifestyle-themed programs, similar in vein to those featured on the Litton-produced blocks aired by ABC[image: External link] and CW sister network CBS[image: External link] (one of its initial programs, Expedition Wild, was moved over to "One Magnificent Morning" from the ABC block; while one of the CW block's early entries, Rock the Park, moved to "Litton's Weekend Adventure" after one season).[51][52] On January 7, 2016, The CW and Litton announced a five-year renewal for the block, extending it through the 2020–21 broadcast season.[53]


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Differences between The CW and the "Big Four" networks
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 Network programming and scheduling




The CW airs its prime time programming for only two hours on Monday through Friday evenings, compared to the three hours on Monday through Saturdays and four hours on Sunday nights programmed by the three longest-established networks, ABC, CBS and NBC. This "common prime" scheduling (which was originated by Fox when it launched its prime time schedule in April 1987, and later adopted by CW predecessors The WB and UPN when they launched in January 1995) allows the option for affiliates to air either a local newscast, syndicated programming or both during the 10:00–11:00 p.m. (Eastern and Pacific Time) time period. As with The WB and UPN, The CW does not run network programming on Saturday nights – even though it maintains a syndicated children's program block on Saturday mornings – allowing affiliates to run syndicated programs, sports, movies or network programs that were preempted from earlier in the week because of special programming carried by the station, in the 8:00–10:00 p.m. (Eastern and Pacific) time period (MyNetworkTV also does not carry any weekend prime time programming, having turned network time on Saturday evenings over to its affiliates in March 2007[54]).

The CW is also tied with NBC (if its morning news program Today[image: External link] is not counted) for the fewest daytime hours programmed by any of the major broadcast networks, running only one hour of programming each weekday afternoon (compared to 4 1⁄2 daytime hours on CBS and three hours on ABC). The CW, unlike the "Big Four" broadcast networks, also does not air any national newscasts[image: External link], network-supplied sports or late-night programming[image: External link].

Because of these factors, The CW's affiliates handle the responsibility of programming non-network time periods, with the majority of its stations filling those slots mainly with syndicated programming. However, some of the network's affiliates broadcast their own local news and/or sports programs (either produced by the station itself or through outsourcing agreements with an affiliate of another network). Many affiliates also carry telecasts of basketball[image: External link], football[image: External link] and in some cases, other collegiate sporting events (such as baseball[image: External link] or hockey[image: External link]) that are produced by syndicators such as American Sports Network[image: External link] and Raycom Sports[image: External link], while a few (mainly those owned by Tribune Broadcasting, such as former Chicago affiliate WGN-TV) carry games from local teams of major professional sports leagues such as Major League Baseball[image: External link] and the NBA[image: External link].
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Like its predecessors UPN and by technicality, The WB (as none of Tribune Broadcasting's WB stations were considered to be O&Os since Time Warner held majority ownership of that network), The CW does not have owned-and-operated stations[image: External link] in any of the three largest U.S. television markets – New York City, Los Angeles and Chicago. The network's largest owned-and-operated station is CBS-owned WPSG[image: External link] in Philadelphia[image: External link], which also became UPN's largest O&O after Chris-Craft Industries (which sold most of its UPN stations, including its affiliates in New York City[image: External link] and Los Angeles[image: External link], to Fox Television Stations[image: External link] in 2001[55]) had its ownership stake in that network acquired by Viacom in March 2000[56][57] (neither UPN nor the DuMont Television Network[image: External link] had an O&O in Chicago at all; a similar situation arose with DuMont's O&O in Los Angeles, present-day CW affiliate KTLA[image: External link] – which had disaffiliated from the network in 1948 shortly after the FCC ruled that it and WDTV in Pittsburgh[image: External link] (now KDKA-TV[image: External link], a CW corporate cousin through CBS Corporation), to be O&Os through their then-owner Paramount Pictures[image: External link]' voting stock interest in DuMont).

Because Tribune Broadcasting does not maintain an ownership stake in The CW, its stations in the two respective top markets (WPIX and KTLA) are actually affiliates[image: External link] of the network; CBS Corporation owns secondary stations – both independents[image: External link] – in two of the three markets, KCAL-TV[image: External link] in Los Angeles and WLNY-TV[image: External link] in the New York City market (however, while KCAL was owned by CBS at the network's launch, WLNY was not acquired by CBS until 2011; neither station carries CW programming, though, because of the network's affiliation deals with Tribune-owned stations in those markets, and in the latter case, WLNY's over-the-air signal does not serve the entire New York City market – resulting in most residents in the metropolitan area receiving the station mainly through cable or satellite – due to being licensed to the Long Island[image: External link] community of Riverhead[image: External link], restricting its transmitter from being located more than 15 miles (24 km) from its city of license[image: External link] under FCC[image: External link] regulations). Unlike with The WB and UPN (the latter network's founding owners, Chris-Craft and Viacom, both had their own station groups that formed UPN's core stations at its launch), only one of The CW's co-owners – CBS Corporation – maintains ownership of the network's owned-and-operated stations (Time Warner does not have a station group of its own, although its Turner Broadcasting System[image: External link] division does own Atlanta independent station WPCH-TV[image: External link], which does not carry CW programming because of the network's affiliation with CBS-owned WUPA).
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 Digital multicasting and cable television




Unlike the other major networks, The CW distributes its programming in small and certain mid-sized markets throughout the United States (generally those ranked among the bottom 110 Nielsen[image: External link] media markets[image: External link]) through The CW Plus[image: External link], a separate national feed that is carried on a mixture of full-power and low-power stations[image: External link] in some markets, and cable-only outlets and digital subchannel[image: External link] affiliations on major network stations in markets that do not have enough commercial stations to support a standalone CW affiliate (several of The CW Plus's digital subchannel outlets originally operated as cable-only affiliates at the network's launch). The service offers its own master schedule of syndicated and brokered programming[image: External link] acquired by the network (including some feature films and infomercials[image: External link]) during non-network programming hours, although some CW Plus affiliates may also run local newscasts produced by a major network affiliate.

CW predecessor The WB previously had two cable-only affiliate outlets: WGN America[image: External link], the national superstation[image: External link] feed of WGN-TV at the time, from January 1995 to October 1999[58][59] and network-operated The WB 100+ Station Group[image: External link] (the direct predecessor to The CW Plus), which was formed in September 1998 and had several of its cable-only outlets join The CW Plus at the CW network's launch. Not all of the network's cable-only affiliates were CW Plus outlets, WT05[image: External link] in Toledo, Ohio[image: External link] offered its own schedule of syndicated programs during non-network hours that was programmed by its then-owner Block Communications[image: External link], which also operates that market's major cable provider Buckeye CableSystem[image: External link] (WT05 now exists as "CW13," having been converted into a digital subchannel of Gray Television[image: External link]-owned ABC affiliate WTVG[image: External link] in October 2014). Though The CW is the only network with a station group that includes cable-only outlets, it is actually one of only three networks that have had cable-only stations within its affiliate body (MyNetworkTV currently has WNFM-TV[image: External link] in Fort Myers, Florida[image: External link], while ABC formerly had a cable-only affiliate in Winchester, Virginia[image: External link]-based TV3 Winchester[image: External link] until Gray shut the channel down in December 2013).
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The CW does not produce any national news content, while the majority of its affiliates do not have their own news operations. As of April 2017, the network currently has only seven affiliates that produce their own local news programming, most of which were carry-overs from previous affiliations: WPIX in New York City and KTLA in Los Angeles started their news departments as independent stations and/or during early affiliations with other networks including DuMont; WCCB[image: External link] in Charlotte, North Carolina[image: External link][60] started its news operation as a Fox affiliate; WISH-TV[image: External link] in Indianapolis[image: External link][61] (which became a CW affiliate on January 1, 2015) started its news operation as an ABC affiliate before affiliating with CBS in 1956; and KDAF[image: External link] in Dallas[image: External link], KIAH[image: External link] in Houston[image: External link] and WSFL-TV[image: External link] in Miami use non-traditional formats (in the form of a newsreel[image: External link]-style program known as NewsFix). KTLA has the largest number of weekly hours devoted to local news programming of any CW affiliate with 66½ hours each week.

Four other CW-affiliated stations maintained in-house news operations, but have since disaffiliated from the network or discontinued in-house production:


	WGN-TV in Chicago has maintained a news department since it launched as a CBS affiliate in 1948; the station – which, along with sister stations KTLA and WPIX, transitioned into a news-intensive outlet during its tenure with The CW – retains a news-heavy format after disaffiliating from the network in September 2016;

	Under Tribune Broadcasting ownership, WLVI[image: External link] in Boston[image: External link] produced an in-house 10:00 p.m. newscast, which was replaced in December 2006 with one produced by then-NBC affiliate (now independent) WHDH[image: External link], after Tribune sold WLVI to that station's longtime owner Sunbeam Television[image: External link];

	
XETV-TDT[image: External link] in Tijuana[image: External link], Baja California[image: External link], Mexico (serving the San Diego[image: External link] market) retained the news department it launched in 1999 as a Fox affiliate when it joined The CW in August 2008; XETV's news department shut down on March 31, 2017, following the earlier announcement that the CW affiliation in San Diego would move to a subchannel of CBS affiliate KFMB-TV[image: External link];[62]


	In April 2012, KCWI-TV[image: External link] in Des Moines, Iowa[image: External link] broadcast a morning news and talk program, which transitioned from an in-house production to a production of ABC affiliate WOI-DT[image: External link] on April 11, 2016, as a result of Nexstar Broadcasting's acquisition of KCWI.[63]




News programming on CW affiliates – if the station carries any – is often outsourced to another major network affiliate in the market, especially if they are operated as part of a duopoly[image: External link] or management agreement[image: External link], such as Tribune's respective CW-Fox duopolies of KWGN-TV[image: External link]/ KDVR[image: External link] in Denver[image: External link] and KPLR-TV[image: External link]/ KTVI[image: External link] in St. Louis[image: External link] (the Fox stations in both duopolies – KDVR and KTVI – were formerly owned by Local TV[image: External link], with Tribune-owned KWGN and KPLR respectively consolidating with those stations through local marketing agreements formed as part of a wider partnership involving Local TV, which Tribune bought outright in 2013);[64] Evansville[image: External link], Indiana affiliate WTVW[image: External link] (which joined The CW in January 2013) and ABC affiliate WEHT[image: External link] (a virtual duopoly formed through Nexstar Broadcasting Group[image: External link]'s 2011 purchase of WEHT and trade of WTVW to partner group Mission Broadcasting[image: External link]);[65] and the CW-CBS O&O duopoly of KMAX-TV[image: External link]/ KOVR[image: External link] in Sacramento[image: External link] (the former of which has produced a morning newscast since it was a UPN station, and – despite the two becoming a duopoly in 2005 – has remained separate from a competing program on KOVR, which produces a late-evening newscast for KMAX).

The scheduling of news programming on The CW's affiliates often mirrors that of Fox stations, with morning newscasts (designed to compete with the national morning shows on ABC, CBS and NBC within the 7:00–9:00 a.m. timeslot; in duopolies, these are typically an extension of a sister station's morning newscast) and a prime time newscast within the 10:00–11:00 p.m. Eastern/Pacific (9:00–10:00 p.m. Central/Mountain) time slot. Rarely (but more common on the few major-market CW affiliates with in-house news departments), they may also include midday and/or early evening newscasts.
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Main articles: List of The CW Television Network affiliates (table)[image: External link], List of The CW Television Network affiliates (by U.S. state)[image: External link], The CW Plus[image: External link], and CBS Television Stations[image: External link]


As of March 2015, The CW has eight owned-and-operated stations, and current and pending affiliation agreements with 201 additional television stations encompassing 46 states, the District of Columbia and three U.S. possessions.[66][67][68] Counting only conventional CW affiliates and over-the-air affiliates of The CW Plus, the network has a combined national reach of 98.83% of all households in the United States (or 308,824,309 Americans with at least one television set); this makes The CW the largest U.S. broadcast network by population reach percentage. As of January 2016, four U.S. states (Delaware, New Hampshire, New Jersey and Vermont) lack a locally licensed CW affiliate, largely due to a lack of a need for a local affiliate as those states are located within the broadcast ranges of stations in nearby states. Delaware is served by Philadelphia O&O WPSG and Salisbury, Maryland[image: External link] affiliate WMDT-DT2[image: External link], while New Hampshire and Vermont are each served by four CW stations based in surrounding states (including Boston affiliate WLVI[image: External link]). New Jersey is served by WPSG and New York City affiliate WPIX.

As a newer broadcast network, The CW maintains affiliations with low-power stations (broadcasting either in analog[image: External link] or digital[image: External link]) in a few markets, such as Reno, Nevada[image: External link] ( KRNS-CD[image: External link]) and Boise, Idaho[image: External link] ( KYUU-LD[image: External link]). In some markets, including both of those mentioned, these stations also maintain digital simulcasts on a subchannel of a co-owned/co-managed full-power television station. The CW also maintains a sizeable number of subchannel-only affiliations, the majority of which are with stations in cities located outside of the 50 largest Nielsen-designated markets and receive the network's programming via The CW Plus; the largest subchannel-only CW affiliate by market size, as of May 31, 2017, is KFMB-TV DT2[image: External link] in San Diego, California[image: External link].

Currently, the Sinclair Broadcast Group[image: External link] is the largest operator of CW stations by numerical total, owning or providing services to 24 CW-affiliated stations, nine subchannel-only affiliates and one cable-only affiliate, covering 17% of all U.S. television markets; Tribune Broadcasting is the largest operator of CW stations in terms of overall market reach, owning or providing services to thirteen CW stations (including its three largest affiliates in New York City, Los Angeles and Chicago), covering 28% of the U.S.[69]
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On the day of the network launch announcement, The CW immediately announced it had reached ten-year affiliation agreements with Tribune Broadcasting and CBS Television Stations. Tribune originally committed 16 stations that were previously affiliated with The WB (including its flagship[image: External link] broadcast stations WGN-TV in Chicago, KTLA in Los Angeles and WPIX in New York City; another committed station, KSWB-TV[image: External link] in San Diego[image: External link], joined Fox in August 2008, and two others, WLVI-TV[image: External link] in Boston and WCWN[image: External link] in Albany, New York[image: External link] were respectively sold by Tribune to Sunbeam Television and Freedom Communications[image: External link] shortly after the network launched), while CBS committed 11 of its UPN stations (including WKBD[image: External link] in Detroit, WPSG in Philadelphia, KBHK-TV (now KBCW[image: External link]) in San Francisco and WUPA in Atlanta). These stations combined to reach 48% of all television households in the United States. Both companies also owned several UPN and WB-affiliated stations that did not join The CW in overlapping markets (such as Seattle[image: External link], Philadelphia and Dallas[image: External link]). As part of its affiliation agreement with the network, the Tribune Company agreed to divest its ownership interest in The WB (a move it made partly to avoid shouldering shutdown costs for The WB)[70] and did not acquire an equity stake in The CW.

The network stated that it would eventually reach 95% of all U.S. television households. In markets where separate affiliates of both UPN and The WB operated, only one station became a CW affiliate. Executives were on record as preferring the "strongest" stations among The WB and UPN's existing affiliates. As one example, the new network's first affiliate outside the core group of Tribune and CBS-owned stations, WJZY[image: External link] in Charlotte[image: External link] (which was later acquired by Fox Television Stations and converted into a Fox O&O in July 2013), was tied with Atlanta O&O WUPA as UPN's fifth highest-rated station. In most cases, it was obvious where the new network would affiliate; there were only a few markets (such as Philadelphia, Miami–Fort Lauderdale[image: External link], Boston, Charlotte and Atlanta) where the WB and UPN affiliates were both relatively strong in terms of local overall viewership. For example, one of the earliest affiliates to be announced outside the core group, WKCF[image: External link] in Orlando, Florida[image: External link], had not only been The WB's highest-rated affiliate for the virtual entirety of that network's run, but had also been the fourth highest-rated television station in Central Florida[image: External link].

Nearly all of The CW's affiliates were formerly affiliated with UPN or The WB, with very few having been independent stations or affiliates of other networks prior to joining the network; a notable exception was Las Vegas[image: External link] affiliate KVCW[image: External link], which had been a fairly successful independent before joining The CW. Although it was generally understood that The CW was a merger of UPN and The WB, the new network's creation was not structured as a merger in the legal sense. Rather, it was one new network launching at the same time that two others shut down, although it did assume certain programming content, operations and management from its predecessors. As such, The CW was not obligated by existing affiliations with The WB and UPN; it had to negotiate from scratch with individual stations. As a result, in several markets, the CW affiliation is on a local station different from either the former WB and UPN stations (for example, the CW affiliation in Las Vegas ended up on KVCW, instead of former WB affiliate KVMY[image: External link] or now-defunct former UPN affiliate KTUD-CA[image: External link]). The network has also affiliated with some digital subchannels[image: External link], usually those launched by a local Big Four[image: External link] affiliate as a new service, in several other markets – especially if fewer than six commercial television stations existed at the time of affiliation, requiring The CW to carry its programming on a subchannel by default (for example, The CW opted to affiliate with a subchannel of WKRC-TV in Cincinnati – which has only five commercial full-power stations – instead of former WB affiliate WSTR-TV[image: External link], which instead became an affiliate of MyNetworkTV).

Because of the availability of "instant duopoly" digital subchannels that will likely be easily available on cable and satellite, and the overall lack of a need to settle for a secondary affiliation with shows aired in problematic timeslots that would subject the timeshifted programs to lower average viewership in certain markets, both The CW and MyNetworkTV launched with far greater national coverage than that enjoyed by UPN and The WB when they both launched in January 1995. UPN, for several years, had affiliation gaps in the top 30 markets, and by 2005 managed to cover only 86% of the country. This resulted in secondary affiliations with other networks and the resulting diluted ratings when programs were shown out of their intended timeslots, or the lack of the program airing at all (a problem experienced by many fans of the Star Trek[image: External link] franchise with Star Trek: Voyager[image: External link] and Star Trek: Enterprise[image: External link]).
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 Launch repercussions




Further information: 2006 United States broadcast TV realignment[image: External link]


The announcement of The CW caused the largest single shakeup in U.S. broadcast television since the affiliation alliance between Fox and New World Communications[image: External link] in 1994 (as well as a separate alliance with Burnham Broadcasting that began a year later) and the subsequent launches of UPN and The WB the following year. While The CW's debut affected more markets, it likely did not cause the same degree of viewer confusion, as no affiliates of the four major networks dropped those affiliations to join The CW (some "Big Four" affiliations did change at this time, but for unrelated reasons). The WB and UPN were the first major television networks to shut down since the collapse of the DuMont Television Network in August 1955, although other small broadcast television networks have also ceased operations over the years.

It became clear that Fox Television Stations, which purchased several UPN-affiliated stations from that network's former co-owner Chris-Craft Industries in 2002, would be affected. Its UPN affiliates in five major markets (New York City[image: External link], Los Angeles[image: External link], Chicago[image: External link], Washington, D.C.[image: External link] and Houston[image: External link]) did not receive affiliations with The CW, due to the agreement with Tribune, and Fox made it clear it would not even seek carriage of the network for its UPN stations in four other markets. All network logos and references were quickly removed from Fox's UPN stations. Shortly thereafter, Fox parent News Corporation[image: External link] (which spun off its American media and entertainment properties into 21st Century Fox[image: External link] as part of the company's July 2013 corporate separation) announced that it would launch MyNetworkTV, a programming service meant to fill the two nightly prime time hours that UPN would vacate on the network's Fox-owned affiliates after The CW launched. Fox also offered the service to stations owned by other broadcasting groups.[71][72][73]

In markets where The WB and UPN were carried on separate stations, one of the two local outlets was left out in the merger; most of the stations that did not join The CW had signed affiliation agreements with MyNetworkTV instead, while others elected to become independent stations. Some stations (mainly digital subchannels, some cable channels that were formerly part of The WB 100+ Station Group, and struggling low-power stations) which did not affiliate with either network opted instead to shut down permanently.
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 Affiliate issues
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 Problems with Time Warner Cable




Some Time Warner Cable[image: External link] subscribers around the country were unable to watch CW programming when the network debuted, as stations in several markets were not able to reach carriage deals with the provider to distribute the local affiliates. In markets like Charleston[image: External link], South Carolina; El Paso[image: External link], Texas; Honolulu[image: External link], Hawaii; Palm Springs[image: External link], California; Beaumont[image: External link]; Waco[image: External link] and Corpus Christi[image: External link], Texas, where The CW is broadcast on a digital subchannel of one of the market's major network affiliates, there were unsuccessful attempts in getting Time Warner Cable to carry the subchannel affiliates[74] (CW co-parent Time Warner had owned Time Warner Cable until it spun off[image: External link] the provider into a separate company in 2009).

Some affiliates eventually signed carriage deals with Time Warner Cable, but not all of the CW affiliates received carriage on the provider's basic cable tiers (for example, Syracuse, New York[image: External link] affiliate WSTQ-LP[image: External link] can only be viewed on digital cable[image: External link] channel 266 in the Ithaca[image: External link] market).[75] Currently, the largest market without a known affiliate is the Johnstown[image: External link]– Altoona[image: External link] market, whose closest CW station is CBS-owned WPCW-TV[image: External link]/ Pittsburgh[image: External link], which is carried on TWC's Johnstown and Altoona area systems; WPCW was originally targeted to serve that area before it refocused its programming toward the Pittsburgh market in the late 1990s.

On February 2, 2007, Beaumont, Texas[image: External link] CBS station KFDM[image: External link] made its CW-affiliated subchannel available to Time Warner Cable customers in the market on channel 10. On April 20, 2007, ABC affiliate KVIA-TV[image: External link] in El Paso, Texas began broadcasting its CW-affiliated subchannel on Time Warner Cable channel 13.[76] On April 21, 2007, KCWQ-LP[image: External link] made its broadcast debut on channel 5 on Time Warner Cable in the Palm Springs area.[77]
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 Pappas Telecasting bankruptcy




One of the network's major affiliate groups, Pappas Telecasting Companies[image: External link], filed for Chapter 11 bankruptcy[image: External link] for thirteen of its television stations on May 10, 2008. Within the petition, Pappas specifically cited the network's low ratings and lackluster performance as one of many complications that had forced it to make the filing.[78] Several of the stations have since been sold either in business transactions with representatives involved in Pappas's bankruptcy proceedings or via station auction processes as the company winds down operations.

Although Pappas had originally stated that none of its stations would be affected at all by the closing, two stations owned by the company that were formerly affiliated with The CW have ceased operations. On May 29, 2008, Yakima, Washington[image: External link] affiliate KCWK[image: External link] (which served the south-central portion of that state) shut down and the station's offices were closed, leaving that area without locally based CW programming and forcing cable and satellite providers to carry Los Angeles affiliate KTLA in order to provide the network's programming to their subscribers. The situation was resolved in April 2009, when Fisher Communications[image: External link] announced that its CBS affiliates in the area, KIMA-TV[image: External link] and satellite station KEPR-TV[image: External link], would carry the network through digital subchannel affiliations.

Subsequently, WLGA[image: External link] in Columbus, Georgia[image: External link] lost its CW affiliation in April 2009 to a subchannel of NBC affiliate WLTZ[image: External link] because of the network's concerns about Pappas' financial state;[79] WLGA ultimately ceased operations in June 2010 as it was unable to compete in the market as an independent station; it later resumed operations in August 2012, as an affiliate of WeatherNation TV[image: External link] (it is now an Antenna TV[image: External link] affiliate).
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 Marianas Media bankruptcy




Marianas Media signed on KTKB-LD in Hagåtña, Guam[image: External link] as a CW affiliate on April 20, 2009, becoming the U.S. territory's fifth commercial television outlet. However, competition from other stations in the island combined with financial problems at Marianas, which was running the station under a local marketing agreement with the troubled KM Communications Inc.[image: External link],[80] forced the station off the air on March 31, 2011. The station resumed operations the following year.
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 Tribune's relations with The CW and their de-emphasis of the network's brand




While Tribune Media[image: External link] has solid affiliation deals with The CW on several of its stations, it also maintains a strong affiliation alliance with Fox. But with new management and ownership taking over Tribune in 2008, it was apparent that the company would switch one of its CW-affiliated stations to Fox (at least those in markets without a Fox owned-and-operated station or a former O&O that was acquired by Local TV, which Tribune later acquired in 2013[81]), adding to more questions surrounding The CW's future. In a March 2008 seminar by Tribune's then-chairman and CEO Sam Zell[image: External link], it was revealed that the company's San Diego outlet KSWB-TV would switch its affiliation from The CW to Fox that August, with KSWB assuming the Fox affiliation from XETV-TV[image: External link], which had been a Fox charter affiliate since that network's October 1986 inception. XETV (which is licensed to Tijuana[image: External link], Baja California[image: External link], Mexico under the ownership of Grupo Televisa[image: External link] but whose U.S. operations are programmed by Bay City Television[image: External link]) was not informed of Zell's deal until it was made public.[82]

After the news broke, XETV planned on suing to prevent the switch on the grounds that it would violate an affiliation contract that XETV had with Fox that was not set to expire until 2010. However, on July 2, 2008, XETV announced that it would join The CW on August 1 (the same day that KSWB became a Fox affiliate) and rebrand as "San Diego 6".[83] Though twelve of Tribune's thirteen other CW-affiliated stations have remained with the network, all of them began to de-emphasize the network from their branding (e.g., "CW 11") in favor of one with a stronger local identity. On-air branding that excised the CW name began being implemented by the stations in July 2008, either on-air (in the case of KWGN-TV) or through their websites (as part of a redesign for all of the Tribune stations' websites).[84] Some of these stations eventually began reincorporating the CW branding starting in 2011, such as KDAF/Dallas, KIAH/Houston and KRCW-TV[image: External link]/Portland, Oregon[image: External link].

Tribune Company president and CEO Peter Liguori[image: External link] said in a May 2014 discussion at the MoffettNathanson Media & Communications Summit that he was "not pleased with where the CW is [in regards to its ratings performance]," stating that the network "should not program to [young] people who don't watch [conventional] television." Liguori also stated that he would consider collaborating with the network in regards to improving its programming slate, possibly by incorporating programs from the company's Tribune Studios unit (a production division which launched shortly after Liguori was appointed president of Tribune in November 2013) onto the network, as well as having Tribune play a larger role in The CW's management.[85]

Speaking at Goldman Sachs[image: External link]' 23rd Annual Communacopia Conference in September 2014, Les Moonves acknowledged that Tribune had been looking for more input in how the network is programmed and noted that Liguori is a former programmer (having previously served in executive roles at Fox, FX[image: External link] and Discovery Communications[image: External link]), saying that "[Liguori] would like to participate. He has some good ideas. He's part of our team. Will there be some change in how the CW is structured going forward? I don't know." Moonves went on to reiterate that Tribune is "a very important part of [CBS'] future" (considering that Tribune had recently acquired the CBS affiliation for its Indianapolis station and then-CW affiliate WTTV[image: External link], following disagreements between CBS and longtime affiliate WISH-TV, which would eventually take over the CW affiliation in January 2015, over reverse compensation[image: External link] demands by the network).[86]

In an October 2014 interview with Broadcasting & Cable[image: External link], Liguori appeared to reverse course on his previous statements and spoke of Tribune's support of the network. Liguori said in a statement, "We are very encouraged by the recent uptick in The CW['s] ratings and the positive critical response to the new primetime lineup. In particular, [CW CEO Mark Pedowitz] has put in place a programming strategy that will help the network appeal to a wider, more inclusive audience, which is important for our stations across the country. We were glad to support the launch of the new shows through editorial and promotional initiatives, and we look forward to more continued collaboration to build upon this momentum."[87]

In January 2016, The CW and Tribune began negotiations on a new affiliation deal, as the original 10-year agreement signed at the network's inception was approaching its end. Complicating matters was the desire by The CW's parent companies, CBS and Warner Bros., to stream the network's programming as a standalone pay OTT[image: External link] service. The impasse in negotiations resulted in a months-long standoff between the two groups.[88]

On May 23, 2016, The CW and Tribune announced they had come to a new affiliation agreement. As part of the deal, Tribune's Chicago flagship WGN-TV[image: External link] would leave the network and revert to being an independent station after nearly 21 years of being affiliated with The CW and its predecessor network, The WB. A major factor in this decision is WGN-TV's large use of local sports programming, which led to many pre-emptions of the CW while WGN-TV has had to move as many as 30 games a year to another local station in Chicago.[89] The CW affiliation moved to WPWR-TV[image: External link], a Fox Television Stations[image: External link]-owned MyNetworkTV[image: External link] station.[90]
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 Roberts Broadcasting bankruptcy




Roberts Broadcasting[image: External link] filed for Chapter 11 bankruptcy protection[image: External link] on October 7, 2011; the company cited the loss of the UPN affiliations on its stations in St. Louis ( WRBU[image: External link]), Columbia, South Carolina[image: External link] ( WZRB[image: External link]) and Jackson, Mississippi[image: External link] ( WRBJ-TV[image: External link]) when that network shut down in favor of The CW in 2006, as much of UPN's programming consisted of minority-targeted programs that Roberts felt were compatible with their stations' target audiences (though the stations have since recovered from this setback; additionally, its station in Evansville, Indiana[image: External link], WAZE-TV[image: External link], had instead affiliated with The WB prior to 2006, as it was owned by South Central Communications[image: External link] until February 2007). The company had also been hit with lawsuits from Warner Bros. Television, Twentieth Television[image: External link] and CBS Television Distribution[image: External link] over its failure to pay fees for syndicated programming; Roberts eventually settled with Twentieth but lost the Warner Bros. and CBS cases.[91][92]

On March 24, 2011, the Federal Communications Commission[image: External link] (FCC) canceled WAZE's license for Roberts' failure to construct its digital transmitter facilities.[93] However, the station continued to broadcast via its three-station analog translator[image: External link] network.

On February 20, 2012, Roberts Broadcasting announced that it was exploring the possibility of selling one or all four of its television stations in order to raise enough cash to pay off its creditors.[94] On October 22, 2012, Roberts announced that it had sold WRBJ to the Trinity Broadcasting Network[image: External link];[95] the deal was approved by a bankruptcy court on January 17, 2013,[96] with TBN officially taking over operational control of WRBJ five months later on May 24[97] (The CW would return to the Jackson market on the second digital subchannel of CBS affiliate WJTV[image: External link] in September 2013). On January 3, 2013, the repeater network of WAZE ceased operations; later that month on January 28, independent station WTVW hurriedly joined The CW, in order to maintain the network in the Evansville area.[98]

On December 2, 2013, Roberts filed to sell WZRB to Radiant Light Ministries, a subsidiary of Tri-State Christian Television[image: External link], for $2 million.[99] On December 4, Roberts also filed to sell WRBU to TCT for $5.5 million.[100] However, on December 11, the United States bankruptcy court[image: External link] gave initial approval for a plan by Roberts's creditors to instead transfer WRBU, WZRB and the WAZE repeaters to a trust with Ion Media Networks[image: External link] (a creditor in Roberts's chapter 11 bankruptcy proceedings) as its beneficiary, with Roberts' attorney subsequently stating that Ion would purchase the stations for $7.75 million.[101][102] Roberts had earlier proposed an alternate plan that would have had only the WAZE repeaters be transferred to the trust, which would have allowed the sale of WRBU and WZRB to TCT.[101] The CW affiliation in Columbia moved to WKTC[image: External link] (with MyNetworkTV, which the station had already been affiliated with, being relegated to a secondary affiliation) in March 2014,[103] after temporarily remaining on WZRB after its conversion into an Ion Television O&O the previous month.
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 Station standardization




When The CW launched in September 2006, the network began branding most of its affiliates using a combination of "CW" or "The CW", and at the affiliate's choice, either the station's channel number (for example, Nashville[image: External link] affiliate WNAB[image: External link] is branded as "CW58" and Seattle O&O KSTW[image: External link] brands as "CW11") or the name of the city or region it serves. Examples of the latter include Philadelphia O&O WPSG (known as "The CW Philly 57" as an homage to its prior branding as an independent station), WLVI (known at launch as "Boston's CW", though it rebranded to "CW56" after being sold to Sunbeam Television), WUPA (known as "CW Atlanta" at launch, but is now known as "CW69"), Waco, Texas[image: External link] subchannel affiliate KWTX-DT2[image: External link] (known as "CW Texas") and KVCW (branded as "CW Las Vegas"). Some stations also use the call sign/either within the station logo, in on-air identification or both; examples include WNLO[image: External link]/Buffalo, New York[image: External link], WWHO[image: External link]/Columbus, Ohio[image: External link] and WBNX[image: External link]/ Cleveland[image: External link].

In Omaha, Nebraska[image: External link], KXVO[image: External link] uses the dual brandings of "CW15" and "Omaha's CW". In Honolulu, Hawaii[image: External link], KHON-DT2[image: External link] was originally branded as "Hawaii's CW 93" (the "93" refers to the subchannel's cable channel position on Oceanic Time Warner Cable), before it was shortened to "Hawaii's CW" in September 2014. The branding once used by WKRC-DT2/Cincinnati, Ohio was "CinCW", a portmanteau[image: External link] with the common nickname for the city, "Cincy" (it now brands as "The CW Cincinnati"). With the exceptions of WXCW[image: External link]/Fort Myers and (to a somewhat lesser extent) XETV/San Diego, all CW affiliates not owned by Tribune usually brand themselves using a version of the network logo. Mobile, Alabama[image: External link] CW affiliate WBPG, then known as "The Gulf Coast's CW" changed its call letters to WFNA[image: External link] in December 2009 and used a similar approach around their new call letters, before becoming known as "CW 55" in September 2012 and adopting a style reflective of The CW's branding techniques once again. WISH-TV in Indianapolis, as it had during its CBS affiliation, continues to brand solely with its channel number and calls as "WISH-TV 8".


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Related services
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 Video-on-demand services




The CW provides video on demand[image: External link] access for delayed viewing of full episodes of the network's programming through various means, including via its website at CWTV.com and its mobile app[image: External link] for iOS[image: External link] and Android[image: External link] devices (with programs streamable over 3G[image: External link] and WiFi[image: External link] networks), a traditional VOD service – called The CW on Demand – that is available on most traditional cable and IPTV providers, and through content deals with Hulu[image: External link], iTunes[image: External link] and Netflix[image: External link].[104][105]

The most recent episodes of the network's shows are usually made available on The CW app and The CW on Demand the day after their original broadcast. However, due to restrictions imposed through its deal with the streaming service, streaming of the most recent episode of any CW program on Hulu is restricted until eight days after their initial broadcast, in order to encourage live or same-week (via both DVR[image: External link] and cable on demand) viewing, with day-after-air streaming on either service limited to subscribers of Hulu's subscription service. The CW previously imposed a three-day delay after an episode's original airdate before making its programs available on its website and through the Hulu subscription service (then known as Hulu Plus). However, changes implemented by the network on March 15, 2012 in an effort to reduce copyright infringement[image: External link] of its programming content through illegal streaming and downloading internet platforms resulted in that delay being reduced to eight hours after a program's original airing through both services.[104][105][106] Like the video-on-demand television services provided by the other U.S. broadcast networks, The CW on Demand disables fast forwarding[image: External link] for content provided through the service.

On October 13, 2011, the network entered into digital distribution deals with streaming services Netflix and Hulu. The four-year Netflix agreement allows its customers to instantly watch more than 700 hours of previous seasons of The CW's current scripted series, while Hulu inked a five-year deal, giving the streaming site access to next-day content from four of the five major networks (with the exception of CW sister network CBS).[104][105]

On October 24, 2012, The CW entered into its first video-on-demand distribution deal with a pay television provider through an agreement with Comcast[image: External link] that allows customers to watch the four most-recent episodes of the network's primetime shows on the cable provider[image: External link]'s Xfinity On Demand service, along with next-day episode content. The CW On Demand, which is accessible to subscribers at no additional charge, debuted on Comcast Xfinity[image: External link] systems nationwide on October 25.[107]
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 The CW HD




The CW's master feed is transmitted in 1080i[image: External link] high definition[image: External link], with all transmission of the network's programming moving to the format in June 2012. All of the network's prime time programming has been presented in HD since March 2012 (when America's Next Top Model became the final CW program to convert to the format), with the exception of certain specials produced prior to that point (such as Grandma Got Run Over by a Reindeer[image: External link], a holiday[image: External link] special carried over to the network from The WB) and select movie presentations. The network's Saturday morning E/I block, One Magnificent Morning[image: External link], is also broadcast in HD; however, it carries the daytime talk show The Robert Irvine Show[image: External link] in enhanced definition[image: External link] widescreen[image: External link] because of producer preference.

The network is available in HD on most of its full-power affiliates, while availability of high definition content on subchannel-only or cable-exclusive affiliates varies by market; in some of these cases, the over-the-air signal is available only in standard definition[image: External link] (a 16:9[image: External link] widescreen feed transmitted in 480i[image: External link] SD is presented on some over-the-air affiliates to meet minimum requirements for presentation), with the station offering an exclusive high definition feed to cable and satellite providers. Some affiliates transmit CW programming in 720p[image: External link] HD due to technical considerations if the network is carried on a digital subchannel of a station affiliated with another major network or if a primary feed CW affiliate carries more than one subchannel. Since June 2012, The CW Plus feed is also transmitted in HD, and the network has asked those affiliates to carry it in high definition wherever possible.

With ABC[image: External link] beginning to use 16:9[image: External link] framing for all of their graphics on September 1, 2016, The CW, along with CBS[image: External link] are currently the last two major networks that continues to use 4:3 framing for all graphics (except for Sports programs on CBS[image: External link] and some CW affiliates that offer sports coverage).


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Marketing and multimedia




The CW Television Network is involved in both linear broadcast and digital media, in various forms:


	On January 14, 2007, The CW began streaming full-length episodes of several of its programs on the CWTV.com website.

	On December 15, 2006, CBS Corporation revived its record label, CBS Records[image: External link], whose artists' music is featured during CW programs; as with music from other labels, albums and individual songs from CBS Records artists are also made available for purchase on the network's website.[108]


	In addition to the network's dedicated streaming application available via the iTunes App Store[image: External link] and Google Play[image: External link], The CW previously maintained a separate first-person shooter[image: External link] app called Nikita Spy Training Module that was used to promote the 2010–13 drama series Nikita[image: External link]. The network also previously marketed CW City Wize, a mobile app that has since been discontinued, which was sponsored by Target[image: External link], highlighting businesses and video highlights of the network's Monday and Tuesday night programming during the 2009–10 season.

	On December 1, 2011, The CW began offering "CWingo", an interactive game resembling Bingo[image: External link], that is accessed by using Facebook to sign into the CW community. Starting with an episode of The Vampire Diaries, viewers could click on tiles showing a scene from an episode as that scene appeared, with the matching of five tiles in a row meant CWingo if revealed by the user. Winners could become eligible for prizes, and advertisers sponsored the games.[109]


	CW Seed (originally called CWD or the CW Digital Studio) is a production arm that provides original content and reruns created exclusively for digital platforms focused in the areas of animation, game shows, comedy and digital personalities. It exists as a sub-site on CWTV.com, but the network is adding more interactivity to the service, opening up for feedback from viewers and adding more social engagement.[110] In 2014, a separate website for CW Seed was launched at cwseed.com. Web content produced by CW Seed includes Vixen, Stupid Hype, I Ship It, How to Be a Vampire, JoJoHead, Prom Queen[image: External link] and Husbands[image: External link] (the latter of which was picked up by The CW Television Network for its summer 2013 schedule). Reruns on CW Seed includes short lived shows such as Constantine, Birds of Prey[image: External link], Hellcats[image: External link], and Forever[image: External link], and syndicated shows such as The O.C.[image: External link] and Everybody Hates Chris[image: External link].
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 See also





	CBS[image: External link]

	Warner Bros.[image: External link]

	Warner Bros. Television[image: External link]
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Oliver Queen (Arrow)






"Green Arrow (Arrow)" redirects here. For the Arrow episode, see Green Arrow (Arrow episode).

Oliver Queen is a fictional character[image: External link] on the television series Arrow, based on the DC Comics superhero, Green Arrow, created by Mort Weisinger[image: External link] and George Papp[image: External link]. He was adapted for television in 2012 by Greg Berlanti, Marc Guggenheim, and Andrew Kreisberg. Oliver Queen has been continually portrayed by Stephen Amell on Arrow. Queen is the alter-ego of the vigilante, "Green Arrow". This is the second time the character has been adapted to a live-action[image: External link] television series; the first time was on the series Smallville[image: External link], where the character appeared over the course of five seasons and was portrayed by Justin Hartley[image: External link].

In the series, Oliver is a billionaire playboy who returns to Starling City after five years of being stranded after a shipwreck and presumed dead. He spends his nights as a hooded vigilante[image: External link] named the "Arrow" who stops crime in the city. During the first season, Oliver focuses on a list of targets that he determined are taking advantage of the citizens. Subsequent seasons have him venturing into all criminal activity, and he shifts from being willing to kill to having a rule against all killing as a means of stopping assailants. In Arrow, Oliver does not take up the name of Green Arrow until season four. This is due to everyone believing the "Arrow" to be dead, and putting him in need of a new identity. He is a friend and frequent ally of the Central City[image: External link]-based superhero The Flash.

Oliver Queen and his vigilante persona have also appeared in a digital comic book series, and with Amell appearing in crossovers on the television series The Flash and Legends of Tomorrow and the web series Vixen. Amell has been nominated for various awards for his performance, including a People's Choice[image: External link] and Leo Award[image: External link]. Amell has received praise from critics who frequently cite his portrayal of the Oliver Queen persona over the hooded vigilante.
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Oliver Queen first appears in the pilot episode of Arrow as a billionaire playboy being discovered on the deserted island of Lian Yu after being missing for five years following a ship wreck of his family's yacht. Oliver returns to Starling City and is greeted by his mother Moira[image: External link] (Susanna Thompson), his sister Thea (Willa Holland), his best friend Tommy Merlyn[image: External link] (Colin Donnell[image: External link]), and his ex-girlfriend Laurel Lance[image: External link] (Katie Cassidy). Unknown to his friends and family, Oliver has returned to Starling City to carry out a plan of redemption for his father, who was with him during the ship wreck and died while stranded on the island, and whom Oliver believes failed to do everything he could to help the citizens of Starling City. Season one focuses on Oliver readjusting to life during the day, and spending his nights dressed as a hooded vigilante. As his vigilante persona, Oliver carries a bow and arrows, and acts as judge, jury, and if necessary executioner to the wealthy that have used their money and power to take advantage and hurt the citizens of Starling City, and in the process embroiled into conflicts with some of the city's criminals including the Triad leader China White (Kelly Hu[image: External link]) and drug lord The Count[image: External link] (Seth Gabel[image: External link]).[1]

In the episodes "Lone Gunman" and "The Odyssey", Oliver is forced to reveal his identity to his bodyguard John Diggle[image: External link] (David Ramsey[image: External link]) and Queen Consolidated IT specialist Felicity Smoak (Emily Bett Rickards[image: External link]).[2][3] Afterward, each joins Oliver in his quest to save Starling City from a mysterious group who is determined to destroy the Glades, an area of Starling City filled with crime and the underprivileged. Ultimately, Oliver discovers that the group's leader is Tommy's father Malcolm Merlyn[image: External link] (John Barrowman[image: External link]), who is also responsible for Oliver's family's yacht's sabotage and thus his own father's death, which leads Oliver and the elder Merlyn to become enemies.[4] Season one also features flashbacks to Oliver's time on Lian Yu and the inhabitants that he encounters while there.[5] In season one, Oliver meets Yao Fei[image: External link] (Byron Mann[image: External link]) and Slade Wilson[image: External link] (Manu Bennett[image: External link]), who teach Oliver how to survive on the island, training him to fight and use a bow, while plotting to stop Edward Fyers[image: External link] (Sebastian Dunn[image: External link]) from taking out a Chinese commercial airliner.[6][7][8]

In season two, Oliver is initially found back on the island, having returned as penance for what he views a personal responsibility for the successful destruction of the Glades and the loss of his best friend. He eventually returns to save his family's company, and decides that he needs to honor his friend by stopping crime in the city without killing.[9] Oliver spends season two being harassed by Slade Wilson, who survived Lian Yu and arrives in Starling City determined to make Oliver suffer the way Slade did on the island.[10][11] By the end of the season, Oliver has lost his company to Slade, and must contend with an army of soldiers with superhuman strength that are determined to destroy Starling City on Slade's orders. Oliver and his friends—which now includes trained assassin Sara Lance (Caity Lotz), an aspiring vigilante named Roy Harper[image: External link] (Colton Haynes), and members of the League of Assassins—are able to stop the army and Slade.[12][13] Season two flashbacks focused on the deteriorating relationship between Oliver and Slade, the discovery of a formula that can create super strength and near invulnerability, and a group of prisoners being experimented upon just off the coast of the island.[11][14][15]

In season three, Oliver is brought into a confrontation with Ra's al Ghul (Matthew Nable[image: External link]) after Sara's death. In order to protect his sister, who had been drugged and coerced into killing Sara by Malcolm, Oliver claims responsibility for the murder and engages Ra's in a trial by combat.[16] After surviving the sword of Ra's al Ghul, he is pursued by Ra's to become the new leader of the League. After Ra's mortally wounds Thea, Oliver accepts his offer so that he can use the Lazarus Pit to save Thea.[17] In "Al-Sahim", Oliver appears in Starling City to kill Nyssa al Ghul, who also claims the title of "Heir to the Demon", where it is revealed that he has been brainwashed by Ra's into renouncing all things "Oliver Queen".[18] In "This is Your Sword", it is shown that Oliver is actually lying to Ra's, and planning to destroy the League from the inside.[19] The season three finale features Oliver killing Ra's, and subsequently giving up being a hero for Starling City and leaving to have a new life with Felicity.[20] Over the course of the season, Laurel and Thea take over Sara and Roy's roles on the team. Season three flashbacks focused on Oliver living in Hong Kong and training under Amanda Waller (Cynthia Addai-Robinson[image: External link]) and her subordinates.

In season four, after retiring from vigilantism, Oliver has live a happy life with Felicity Smoak at Ivy Town[image: External link], until Thea and Laurel approach him, telling that they need him back at the newly rechristened Star City, which has been taken over by "Ghosts". He eventually discovers that the mastermind is H.I.V.E.'s leader Damien Darhk (Neal McDonough[image: External link]), and become enemies with Darhk as both himself and his vigilante alter-ego. As the "Arrow" persona has been tarnished, Oliver now goes by the codename "Green Arrow" as he becomes a vigilante once again, but as a symbol of hope for the city, gradually regaining Diggle's trust. Oliver also decides to run for mayor of Star City.[21] During this time, Oliver discovers that he is the biological father to a nine-year child named William (Jack Moore) with a former girlfriend, Samantha Clayton (Anna Hopkins[image: External link]). This discovery complicates his relationship with Felicity and his duty as Green Arrow, as well as threatens to jeopardize his mayoral campaign. After subsequent attacks from Darhk leaving Felicity permanently paraplegic, his son being kidnapped and Laurel is killed, leading Oliver to take his opportunity to kill Darhk when it arises, while his team helps avert Darhk's plans for a nuclear holocaust[image: External link]. Season four flashbacks focus on Oliver returning to Lian Yu on Amanda Waller's orders to infiltrate the mysterious Shadowspire organization.

In season 5, Oliver recruits a team of vigilantes to help balanced his double life as Green Arrow and Star City's mayor. He is also stalked by a mysterious archer, Prometheus (Josh Segarra[image: External link]), who has some troublesome link to his past. Later Oliver figures out that Prometheus is someone close to him. Oliver also facing with the possibility that his life might have inadvertently affected by his best friend and ally Barry Allen's time-travelling actions. The season's flashbacks explores Oliver time in Russia, where he joins the Bratva as part of an assassination ploy against Konstantin Kovar and exploring the criminal fraternity in the process. There, he meets and being trained by one of Ra's al Ghul's daughters, Talia al Ghul (Lexa Doig[image: External link]), as a hooded archer, before eventually returning to Lian Yu.


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Spin-offs




Amell would go on to make a guest appearance as Oliver's vigilante persona in the pilot episode of The Flash to give some advice to Barry Allen on becoming a hero.[22] Following that, he appeared in The Flash's eighth episode, titled "Flash vs. Arrow", where he learns about metahumans and is forced to fight Barry after the latter is chemically brainwashed into becoming volatile and physically aggressive.[23] Queen also appeared in the twenty-second episode of The Flash, "Rogue Air", helping Barry and Firestorm defeat the Reverse Flash[image: External link].[24] He voiced the character in the web series Vixen, in which he and Barry track down new Mari McCabe, the wielder of the Tantu totem who becomes the mystical vigilante Vixen and become her allies.[25] Oliver later appeared in a two-part crossover spanning the Flash season two episode "Legends of Today" and the Arrow season four episode "Legends of Yesterday", with his and Barry's respective teams working together to stop Vandal Savage. He briefly appears in the pilot episode of Legends of Tomorrow, advising Ray Palmer on joining Rip Hunter[image: External link]'s time-travelling mission.[26][27] Oliver appears once again in Legends of Tomorrow, in its sixth episode, as a possible 2046 version of the character. This version has a goatee and is missing his left arm with a cybernetic prosthesis, a nod to the portrayal of the character in The Dark Knight Returns[image: External link] and The Dark Knight Strikes Again[image: External link].[28] All three shows- along with Supergirl- come together in the "Invasion!" storyline, where the Dominators attack Earth and the various heroes must band together to fight them off, forcing Oliver to face his role as the indirect catalyst of the modern age of heroes as he helps Barry Allen coordinate Earth's metahuman defenses.
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Amell was cast as Queen in January 2012,[29] and was the first actor to audition for the role, with Kreisberg saying that Amell "hit the target from the outset" and "everyone else just paled in comparison".[30] Producer Marc Guggenheim expressed that the creative team wanted to "chart [their] own course, [their] own destiny", and avoid any direct connections to Smallville[image: External link], which featured its own Green Arrow/Oliver Queen[image: External link] (Justin Hartley[image: External link]), opting to cast a new actor in the role.[30] It was also the first script that Amell auditioned for during pilot season[image: External link], having received multiple scripts at the start of the year.[31] For Amell, the appeal of portraying Queen was that he saw multiple roles tied to the same character: "There’s Queen the casual playboy; Queen the wounded hero; Queen the brooding Hamlet; Queen the lover; Queen the man of action, and so on."[30] The actor, who was already in shape from Rent-a-Goalie[image: External link], did physical fitness training at Tempest Freerunning Academy out of Reseda, California. Amell received archery training as well, which included watching a video on how archery has been displayed inaccurately or poorly in television and film before learning the basics of shooting a bow.[30] Amell describes the up-keep on his fitness as the biggest physical challenge of the series. Amell stated that he has to "steal time at the gym", and spends time on set being active.[31]


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Character development





[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Characterization




In season one, Oliver is not afraid to kill criminals when he deems it necessary. Pilot episode director David Nutter believes that, following the time on the island, Oliver returns to Starling City with Posttraumatic stress disorder[image: External link] (PTSD) and this contributes to his willingness to kill. Amell stated,"Killing people is gonna start to weigh on Oliver. He can't [complete his mission] by himself. He's gonna have to lean on somebody."[32] Amell describes Oliver as having to battle himself in season one. Similarly identifying Oliver as having PTSD, Amell sees the character as a "damaged individual" who is a "ticking time bomb"; Oliver is not only doing good things, but falling along the way.[31] For Amell, the character's damaged nature will weigh on him throughout season one, because he must hide his new self from his family, and masquerade as the "entitled jerk" that he once was.[31]
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Oliver has multiple romantic relationships over the course of the series. Prior to being marooned on the island, Oliver was dating Laurel Lance and briefly rekindles this relationship at the end of season one.[1] He also had an affair with her sister Sara, who was on board the yacht with him when it was sabotaged.[1] This later develops into a full relationship with her after she is revealed to have survived, and returns to Starling City in season two.[33][34] In season three, he confesses to Felicity Smoak that he is in love with her,[35] and the two enter a relationship by season end.[36] They later become engaged,[37] although the engagement and relationship ultimately ends in the episode "Taken".[38]

Katie Cassidy sees Laurel and Oliver as soul mates that know each other better than anyone else. According to Cassidy, Laurel continually tries to see the best in Oliver, even when he is acting out his playboy side.[39] Cassidy believes that when Laurel learns that Oliver is the "Arrow" it solidifies her love for him, because it proves to her that he is the man she thought.[40] Laurel sees Oliver as the love of her life, something she tells him on her deathbed.[41] Stephen Amell has stated that he believes Oliver will always care for Laurel, but that he is in love with Felicity.[42] This is supported by Emily Bett Rickards, who believes Oliver and Felicity are 'soulmates'.[43]

Oliver also has connections with the other characters on the show. Amell sees the relationship between Oliver and his mother, upon his return from the island, as almost adversarial. To him, the Queen family has many skeletons in their closets, which helped them to amass their wealth, and his return is a threat to that way of life.[31] Oliver's relationship with his younger sister Thea changes once he returns from the island as well. Amell notes that Thea looks up to Oliver before he went missing, but it was an Oliver that was immature and a jerk. When he returns, Thea has taken over that role and Oliver has to recognize that his behaviors before impeded his ability to get through to Thea in season one.[31]
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 Costume




The realistic approach to the series included the costume design for Oliver's vigilante persona, created by Colleen Atwood[image: External link].[44] According to Amell, it was important for the suit to be functional, and the best way that he knew for that was if he could put the costume on by himself: "If I can put it on by myself, I think that people will buy it. And that was our idea. That’s our world."[5] In season four, Oliver acquires a new costume. Designed by Maya Mani at the end of season three, the costume originally had full sleeves. After input from producer Greg Berlanti and Amell, Mani redesigned the costume to show off the character's biceps, and be more reflective of the comic book counterpart. According to Mani, "I wanted it to be tactical, so the shoulders are a little tougher [...] I also wanted him to be able to remove a layer or be in the layer and still be the Arrow, but not have the full fig on."[45]

In the second half of season two, Oliver replaces his "painted" mask with a domino mask[image: External link] gifted to him by Barry, similar to one worn by the character in the comics. The change is addressed on-screen, with Kreisberg saying, "He doesn't just put on a mask. It's actually a big plot point in an episode, and there really is a story behind, not only the need for the mask but also who provides him with it."[46] On adding the mask now, Kreisberg stated that, "Conceptually, it was something we wanted to do because Oliver himself is evolving as the Arrow—from vigilante to hero, sort of from Arrow to Green Arrow—and we wanted to see that progression in his costume as well. As Oliver is embracing being a hero, being a hero means stepping out of the dark and being more of a symbol, so he has to take steps to conceal his identity more."[46] He added that it will "allow the Arrow to interact with people who don't know his identity in a much more organic way than having him constantly keep his head down."[46]

Costume designer Maya Mani put together roughly 50 mask options for the producers. Various designs reminded the creative team of something Joel Schumacher[image: External link] would create. Kreisberg said, "What's so wonderful about the design that Maya came up with is that it really is very simple, and it feels as if it’s been part of his costume since the beginning...once we finally had this mask and put it on Stephen [Amell], even Stephen was like, 'This is the right one.'"[46] In the season two episode "Three Ghosts", Oliver receives the mask from Barry, who is able to create a mask that will help conceal his identity, while still being functional and allowing Oliver to see clearly.[47]
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 Reception




In 2013, Stephen Amell was nominated for multiple awards. He received a Teen Choice Award[image: External link] nomination for "Choice TV Actor: Fantasy/Sci-Fi",[48] and a nomination for the People's Choice Award[image: External link] for "Favorite Sci-Fi/Fantasy TV Actor".[49] He followed that with three nominations in 2014; a Leo Award[image: External link] for "Best Lead Male Performance",[50] a Constellation Award[image: External link] for "Best Male Performance in a 2013 Science Fiction Television Episode",[51] and a Young Hollywood Award[image: External link] nomination for "Super Superhero".[52]

Andy Greenwald of Grantland[image: External link] wrote that Amell deserves a "great deal of the credit" for Arrow's success, as he brings a subtle humor hidden beneath his "Hollister veneer". Greenwald goes on to state that Amell's performance as Oliver Queen makes that persona a more interesting character than the Arrow.[53] Entertainment Weekly[image: External link]'s Ken Tucker acknowledged Amell's range as an actor for the series premiere: "Amell is no mere muscle-head as an actor — he let confusion, dismay, disappointment, and resolve play across his face at the right moments, even when the dialogue became stilted or clunky."[54] Neil Genzlinger wrote in The New York Times[image: External link] that Amell was "just inscrutable enough to pull off the transition from the playboy he was before the shipwreck to the avenging, bow-wielding Green Arrow he becomes on his return to civilization".[55] The San Francisco Chronicle[image: External link]'s David Wiegand came to a similar conclusion, stating Amell has the "acting skill that enables him to be convincing both as rescued rich kid Oliver Queen and as his green-hooded alter ego, Arrow".[56] In contrast, The Guardian[image: External link]'s Stephen Kelly found Amell more "uncomfortable and awkward" in the role, which made it difficult to like his character as a "traumatised badass".[57]
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 Other media appearances




Arrow's Oliver Queen first appeared in a prequel comic that tied into the television series,[58][59] before being developed into an ongoing digital comic that lasted 36 chapters and featured various storylines.[60][61][62] The next year, the character appeared in Arrow 2.5, a bi-weekly series that bridged the gap between the end of season two and the start of season three.[63]

A representation of Amell's character has appeared in two video game products. The 2013 game Injustice: Gods Among Us[image: External link] contains downloadable content that features an optional costume for Green Arrow based on Queen's appearance in the first season. Amell provides his voice and likeness to the costume.[64] 2014's Lego Batman 3: Beyond Gotham[image: External link] features an Arrow downloadable content pack that includes Oliver Queen in his Arrow persona, as well as a bonus level set on Lian Yu in which Oliver trains with Slade and raids Fyers' camp to destroy a weapons stockpile. Amell also voices the traditional Green Arrow in the game.[65]

In May 2015, Amell revealed he had discussions with DC Entertainment to portray the character on Constantine, a show that was initially not depicted as existing in the shared universe created by The CW series, saying, "The reason that I was going to guest star on Constantine, at least the idea that we were throwing around was [Constantine's] an expert when it comes to the Lazarus Pit, which is now something that is a part of and will continue to be a part of Arrow." Amell stated that, even though Constantine was not renewed for a second season on NBC[image: External link], a crossover "was and is still on the table".[66] In August 2015, it was confirmed that Matt Ryan[image: External link], who portrayed Constantine, would appear on Arrow in the fourth-season episode "Haunted", per a "one-time-only-deal".[67][68]
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Stephen Amell






Stephen Adam Amell[1] (born May 8, 1981) is a Canadian[image: External link] actor. He is best known for portraying Oliver Queen / Green Arrow in the Arrowverse television franchise (based on the comic character of the same name) and Casey Jones[image: External link] in Teenage Mutant Ninja Turtles: Out of the Shadows[image: External link].
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 Early life




Amell was born in Toronto[image: External link], Ontario, the son of Sandra Anne (Bolté) and Thomas J. Amell.[2][3] He is a first cousin of actor Robbie Amell[image: External link].[4]

He attended St. Andrew's College[image: External link], a private, independent school for boys.[5]
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 Acting career




Amell appeared in two episodes of the fourth season of Queer as Folk[image: External link] as the Liberty Ride spinning instructor in 2004. Amell played Adam in the first season of the television series Dante's Cove[image: External link]; he was replaced in the second season by Jon Fleming. In 2007, Amell won a Gemini Award[image: External link] for his guest-starring role on ReGenesis[image: External link].[6] The same year he was also nominated for a Gemini Award in the Best Ensemble Cast Category for Rent-a-Goalie[image: External link].[7]

He had recurring roles in the TV series Da Kink in My Hair[image: External link] and Heartland[image: External link]. On December 3, 2010, Amell joined the cast of The Vampire Diaries[image: External link] as werewolf 'Brady' for season 2.[8]

Amell starred as Joran van der Sloot[image: External link] in the Lifetime[image: External link] film Justice for Natalee Holloway[image: External link] which originally aired in May 2011.[9]

On October 2, 2011, season 3 of HBO[image: External link]'s series Hung[image: External link] premiered with Amell starring as busboy-turned-prostitute Jason, a younger rival "ho" to Thomas Jane[image: External link]'s Ray Drecker.[6] He also appeared as Jim in the fourth season[image: External link] of 90210[image: External link].[10]

Amell announced on October 28, 2011, that he had just finished filming the Christmas episode of New Girl[image: External link] with Zooey Deschanel[image: External link] and Max Greenfield[image: External link]. He touches on the experience of filming his first "network half-hour comedy" in an interview with Daemon's TV.[10] On November 9, 2011, Amell was announced for the recurring role of Scottie, a paramedic on ABC[image: External link]'s Private Practice[image: External link].[11] He also played the role of Travis James in Blue Mountain State[image: External link]

In January 2012, Amell was cast as the title character in The CW series Arrow, a re-imagining of the comic-book character Green Arrow.[9]

Amell co-starred in the film Teenage Mutant Ninja Turtles: Out of the Shadows[image: External link], released on June 3, 2016, as vigilante Casey Jones[image: External link].[12]

Amell announced in May 2017 that he will be participating on a special celebrity edition of American Ninja Warrior.[13]
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 WWE




As an avid professional wrestling[image: External link] fan,[14] Amell had long campaigned for a guest appearance on WWE[image: External link]'s weekly Raw[image: External link] program,[15] when in late May 2015 it was reported that he was tentatively set to wrestle Stardust[image: External link] at WWE's SummerSlam[image: External link] pay-per-view on August 23, 2015.[14] Amell made his first WWE appearance on the May 25 Raw, where he had a confrontation with Stardust.[16] However, after the real-life death of Stardust's father Dusty Rhodes[image: External link] in June 2015, reports speculated that the match had been scrapped.[17] Despite this, Amell stated at the 2015 Comic Con International[image: External link] in July 2015, "I'm probably gonna do some stuff with the WWE. I don't know if that means a wrestling match. We'll see."[18] Amell returned to Raw on August 10, continuing his storyline with Stardust when he stepped into the ring after being assaulted in the audience by Stardust, attacking the wrestler until being contained by security. Following a backstage segment[image: External link] with Triple H[image: External link], it was announced that Neville[image: External link] would team with Amell to face Stardust and King Barrett[image: External link] at SummerSlam.[19]

At the event on August 23, 2015, Amell and Neville defeated Barrett and Stardust in a tag team match[image: External link]. Neville and Barrett started and after Neville used his speed to control the action, Barrett tagged in Stardust. Stardust insisted that Amell enter the ring, a challenge accepted in a way that both imitated and bettered Stardust's own athletic ring entrance. Stardust first pushed Amell to the canvas, Amell then responded with a kip-up[image: External link] and a stiff front thrust kick to Stardust's chest. For the next few minutes Amell was controlled by Stardust and Barrett, and absorbed punches, kicks, knees, slams, falls from ring to floor, and an attack on the floor by the non-legal man, Stardust. Upon returning to the ring, and hitting Stardust with an enzuigiri[image: External link], Amell made a hot tag[image: External link] to Neville, who dominated both opponents. The conclusion of the match came after Amell dove off the top turnbuckle onto Stardust and Barrett who were standing on the floor below. The match ended after Neville hit his finisher, the Red Arrow[image: External link], on Barrett and pinned him.[20] Behind the scenes, wrestlers were said to have been impressed with Amell's performance. There were also talks of a potential singles match with Stardust.[21] On December 21, 2015, Amell was awarded a Slammy[image: External link] for the "Celebrity Moment of the Year" for his dive onto Stardust.[22]
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 Philanthropy




Amell has hosted a number of successful fundraising campaigns via the crowd funded merchandise platform Represent.com[image: External link].[23] In 2014, Amell partnered with the charity Fuck Cancer to raise almost a million dollars with the release of a T-shirt featuring his face on the front (with a Post-it note on his forehead, and featuring the organization's name). He ended up selling over 60,000 shirts from this campaign.[24][25] In January 2015, Amell launched his second Represent.com campaign featuring a word he made up, Sinceriously, to benefit two mental health charities: Paws and Stripes, and Stand For The Silent.[25] In August 2015, Amell used his guest appearance on WWE Raw with Stardust to raise funds via his third campaign for children's hospice Emily's House in Toronto. The campaign raised $300,000, and Amell and Stardust presented a cheque together at Emily's House.[26]
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 Personal life




Amell married his first wife, fellow Canadian Carolyn Lawrence, on December 8, 2007, in Toronto.[27]

Amell married actress and model Cassandra Jean[image: External link] on December 25, 2012, in a private ceremony in the Caribbean[image: External link],[28] and for a second time in New Orleans[image: External link] on May 26, 2013.[29] The couple have a daughter, Maverick, born in 2013.[30]

Growing up, Amell was a fan of various local sporting teams, such as the Toronto Maple Leafs[image: External link], Toronto Raptors[image: External link], and the Toronto Blue Jays[image: External link]. Amell is still very involved with the sports; he often jokes with fans telling them to skip Maple Leafs games and watch Arrow when the team faces a tough opponent, and recently, Amell campaigned to have Jays' third baseman Josh Donaldson[image: External link] elected to the 2015 all-star game.[31][32] Since moving to Los Angeles, Amell has supported the LA Kings[image: External link], and more recently, the LA Rams[image: External link].

Amell and his business partner own Nocking Point, a wine company based out of Walla Walla, Washington[image: External link].[33]
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 Filmography
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 Film






	Year
	Title
	Role
	Notes



	2007
	Tracey Fragments, TheThe Tracey Fragments[image: External link]
	Detective
	



	2007
	Closing the Ring[image: External link]
	Teddy Gordon
	



	2009
	Screamers: The Hunting[image: External link]
	Guy
	Direct to video



	2011
	Stay with Me
	Travis
	Short film



	2016
	Code 8[image: External link]
	Drone Pilot (voice)
	Short film; also executive producer



	2016
	Teenage Mutant Ninja Turtles: Out of the Shadows[image: External link]
	Casey Jones[image: External link]
	



	2018
	Code 8[image: External link][34][35]
	
	Filming; also executive producer
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 Television






	Year
	Title
	Role
	Notes



	2004
	Queer as Folk[image: External link]
	Spinning Instructor
	2 episodes



	2004
	Degrassi: The Next Generation[image: External link]
	Doorman
	Episode: "Ghost in the Machine: Part 2"



	2005
	Missing[image: External link]
	Ian Harrington
	Episode: "Paper Anniversary"



	2005
	Tilt[image: External link]
	Bellboy
	Episode: "Rivered"



	2005
	Beautiful People[image: External link]
	Jason
	5 episodes



	2005
	Dante's Cove[image: External link]
	Adam
	2 episodes



	2006
	House Next Door, TheThe House Next Door[image: External link]
	Buddy Harrelson
	Television film



	2006–08
	Rent-a-Goalie[image: External link]
	Billy
	18 episodes



	2007
	ReGenesis[image: External link]
	Craig Riddlemeyer
	2 episodes



	2007–09
	Da Kink in My Hair[image: External link]
	Matthew
	4 episodes



	2007–12
	Heartland[image: External link]
	Nick Harwell
	6 episodes



	2009
	Flashpoint[image: External link]
	Peter Henderson
	Episode: "Exit Wounds"



	2010
	Blue Mountain State[image: External link]
	Travis McKenna
	2 episodes



	2010
	CSI: Miami[image: External link]
	Peter Truitt
	Episode: "Sleepless in Miami"



	2010
	NCIS: Los Angeles[image: External link]
	Marine Gunnery Sergeant Andrew Weaver
	Episode: "Bounty"



	2010
	The Cutting Edge: Fire and Ice[image: External link]
	Philip Seaverm
	Television film



	2011
	Vampire Diaries, TheThe Vampire Diaries[image: External link]
	Brady
	2 episodes



	2011
	CSI: Crime Scene Investigation[image: External link]
	A.J. Gust
	Episode: "73 Seconds"



	2011
	Justice for Natalee Holloway[image: External link]
	Joran van der Sloot[image: External link]
	Television film



	2011
	Hung[image: External link]
	Jason
	10 episodes



	2011
	90210[image: External link]
	Jim
	2 episodes



	2011–12
	New Girl[image: External link]
	Kyle
	2 episodes



	2012
	Private Practice[image: External link]
	Scott Becker
	7 episodes



	2012–present
	Arrow
	Oliver Queen / Green Arrow
	Lead role



	2013
	When Calls the Heart[image: External link]
	Wynn Delaney
	Television film



	2014–present
	The Flash
	Oliver Queen / Green Arrow
	5 episodes



	2015
	Reelside[image: External link]
	Himself
	Episode: "Superheroes"



	2015
	WWE Raw[image: External link]
	Himself
	2 episodes



	2016–present
	DC's Legends of Tomorrow[image: External link]
	Oliver Queen / Green Arrow
	4 episodes



	2017
	American Ninja Warrior[image: External link]
	Himself
	Episode: "Celebrity Ninja Warrior for Red Nose Day"
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 Web






	Year
	Title
	Role
	Notes



	2015
	Dudes Being Dudes in Wine Country
	Himself
	Also co-creator



	2015–16
	Vixen
	Oliver Queen / Green Arrow (voice)
	5 episodes
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	Year
	Title
	Role
	Notes



	2013
	Injustice: Gods Among Us[image: External link]
	Green Arrow (Arrow skin)
	Voice



	2014
	Lego Batman 3: Beyond Gotham[image: External link]
	Green Arrow / Arrow
	Voice
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	Year
	Award
	Category
	Work
	Result
	Refs



	2016
	CinemaCon Award[image: External link]
	Male Star of Tomorrow
	Teenage Mutant Ninja Turtles: Out of the Shadows
	Won
	[36]



	2016
	Teen Choice Awards[image: External link]
	Choice Summer Movie Actor
	Teenage Mutant Ninja Turtles: Out of the Shadows
	Nominated
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	Year
	Award
	Category
	Work
	Result
	Refs



	2007
	Gemini Award[image: External link]
	Best Performance by an Actor in a Guest Role Dramatic Series
	ReGenesis
	Won
	



	2007
	Gemini Award
	Best Ensemble Performance in a Comedy Program or Series
	Rent-a-Goalie
	Nominated
	



	2008
	Gemini Award[image: External link]
	Best Ensemble Performance in a Comedy Program or Series
	Rent-a-Goalie
	Nominated
	



	2012
	IGN Awards[image: External link]
	Best TV Hero
	Arrow
	Nominated
	[37]



	2013
	NewNowNext Award[image: External link]
	Cause You're Hot
	Arrow
	Nominated
	[38]



	2013
	Teen Choice Award[image: External link]
	Choice TV Actor: Fantasy/Sci-Fi
	Arrow
	Nominated
	[39]



	2013
	Teen Choice Award
	Choice TV Breakout Star
	Arrow
	Nominated
	[39]



	2014
	IGN Awards[image: External link]
	Best TV Hero
	Arrow
	2nd place
	[40]



	2014
	People's Choice Awards[image: External link]
	Favorite Sci-Fi/Fantasy TV Actor
	Arrow
	Nominated
	



	2014
	Leo Awards[image: External link]
	Best Lead Performance by a Male in a Dramatic Series
	Arrow
	Nominated
	[41]



	2014
	Constellation Awards[image: External link]
	Best Male Performance in a 2013 Science Fiction Television Episode
	Arrow
	Nominated
	[42]



	2014
	Young Hollywood Awards[image: External link]
	Super Superhero
	Arrow
	Nominated
	[43]



	2015
	Best. Ever. TV Awards 2015[image: External link]
	Best Couple and Steamiest Moment (shared w/ Emily Bett Rickards[image: External link])
	Arrow
	Won
	[44]



	2015
	MTV Fandom Awards[image: External link]
	Ship of the Year (shared w/ Emily Bett Rickards[image: External link])
	Arrow
	Won
	[45]



	2015
	Teen Choice Awards[image: External link]
	Choice TV Actor: Fantasy/Sci-Fi
	Arrow
	Nominated
	[46]



	2015
	Teen Choice Awards
	Choice TV: Liplock (shared w/ Emily Bett Rickards[image: External link])
	Arrow
	Nominated
	[46]



	2015
	Slammy Award[image: External link]
	Celebrity Moment of the Year
	SummerSlam
	Won
	[47]



	2016
	MTV Fandom Awards[image: External link]
	Ship of the Year (shared w/ Emily Bett Rickards[image: External link])
	Arrow
	Won
	[48]



	2017
	MTV Movie & TV Awards[image: External link]
	Best Hero
	Arrow
	Nominated
	[49]
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	Year
	Award
	Category
	Result
	Refs



	2017
	People's Choice Awards[image: External link]
	Favorite Social Media Celebrity
	Nominated
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Susanna Thompson






Susanna Thompson (born January 27, 1958) is an American television, stage and film actress.[2][3] She is known for her roles in films Little Giants[image: External link] (1994), Ghosts of Mississippi[image: External link] (1996), Random Hearts[image: External link] (1999) and Dragonfly[image: External link] (2002), and as Karen Sammler on ABC drama series Once and Again[image: External link] (1999–2002). From 2012 to 2014, Thompson starred as Moira Queen as a regular cast member in the CW[image: External link] series Arrow.[4]
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Thompson received a Dramatic Award for her role as Luisa in A Shayna Maidel. She was also nominated for Best Actress by the San Diego Critics Circle for her role in Agnes of God. She may be best known for her television work, which includes playing Karen Sammler on Once and Again[image: External link], Michelle Generoo in an episode of The X-Files[image: External link] and a recurring role as the Borg Queen[image: External link] in the Star Trek: Voyager[image: External link] two-part episodes "Dark Frontier[image: External link]" (1999) and "Unimatrix Zero[image: External link]" (2000).[5] Thompson also portrayed Denise Hydecker in the 1998 made-for-TV movie[image: External link] The Lake[image: External link].

One of Thompson's most controversial television appearances was on an episode of Star Trek: Deep Space Nine[image: External link] entitled " Rejoined[image: External link]". In the episode, she participated in one of US television's first same-sex kisses. The episode first aired on October 30, 1995. She made a guest appearance on Law and Order: SVU[image: External link] on October 7, 2003 in the season five episode "Mother", playing Dr. Greta Heints, a psychiatrist[image: External link] who rehabilitates sex offenders[image: External link] in order to prepare them for a return to society. She is attacked and knocked unconscious in the early scenes of the episode, and in the course of the investigation, Detectives Olivia Benson[image: External link] (Mariska Hargitay[image: External link]) and Elliot Stabler[image: External link] (Christopher Meloni[image: External link]) discover Heints has been accused of having a romantic relationship with one of her patients.

Beginning in January 2006, she had a starring role in the short-lived NBC[image: External link] drama The Book of Daniel[image: External link].[2] In November 2006, she made her first appearance as Army Lieutenant Colonel[image: External link] Hollis Mann[image: External link] on the CBS[image: External link] series NCIS[image: External link], in the recurring role of Special Agent Leroy Jethro Gibbs[image: External link]' (Mark Harmon[image: External link]) love interest. That same week, she appeared on Without a Trace[image: External link].

Thompson starred on the NBC series Kings[image: External link], which was based on the biblical story of David[image: External link].[6] She played Queen Rose Benjamin, an analogue of Ahinoam[image: External link], the wife of Saul[image: External link]. The show premiered in March 2009 and ended. She also played Carolyn Preston (Lucy's mother) on Timeless which ran for 16 episodes in 2016-1017.
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Thompson earned her bachelor's degree[image: External link] in drama from San Diego State University[image: External link].[5][7] Her husband, Martin Katz,[8] is a professor at San Diego State University[image: External link].[9]
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	Year
	Title
	Role
	Notes



	1992
	Woman Scorned: The Betty Broderick Story, AA Woman Scorned: The Betty Broderick Story
	Receptionist
	TV movie



	1992
	Calendar Girl, Cop, Killer? The Bambi Bembenek Story
	Christine
	TV movie



	1993
	Ambush in Waco: In the Line of Duty
	Meg
	TV movie



	1993
	Slaughter of the Innocents
	Connie Collins
	



	1994
	In the Line of Duty: The Price of Vengeance
	N/A
	TV movie



	1994
	MacShayne: The Final Roll of the Dice
	Janet
	TV movie



	1994
	Alien Nation: Dark Horizon[image: External link]
	Lorraine Clark
	TV movie



	1994
	Promise Kept: The Oksana Baiul Story, AA Promise Kept: The Oksana Baiul Story
	Marina Baiul
	TV movie



	1994
	When a Man Loves a Woman[image: External link]
	Janet
	



	1994
	Little Giants[image: External link]
	Patty Floyd
	



	1996
	America's Dream
	Beth Ann
	TV movie



	1996
	Bermuda Triangle
	Grace
	TV movie



	1996
	Ghosts of Mississippi[image: External link]
	Peggy Lloyd
	



	1997
	In the Line of Duty: Blaze of Glory
	Sylvia Whitmire
	TV movie



	1998
	Lake, TheThe Lake[image: External link]
	Denise Hydecker
	TV movie



	1999
	Caseys, TheThe Caseys
	N/A
	TV movie



	1999
	Random Hearts[image: External link]
	Peyton Van Deck Broeck
	



	2000
	High Noon
	Amy Kane
	TV movie



	2002
	Dragonfly[image: External link]
	Emily Darrow
	



	2005
	Ballad of Jack and Rose, TheThe Ballad of Jack and Rose[image: External link]
	Miriam Rance
	



	2005
	Hello
	Rory
	Short film



	2007
	Gathering, TheThe Gathering[image: External link]
	Elaine Tanner
	TV movie



	2007
	American Pastime[image: External link]
	Shirley Burrell
	



	2012
	Unbanded
	Jamie
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	Year
	Title
	Role
	Notes



	1991
	Silk Stalkings[image: External link]
	ADA Susan Harner
	Episode: "Pilot"



	1992
	Civil Wars[image: External link]
	Susan Phelan

Lorraine Dallek
	2 episodes



	1992
	Star Trek: The Next Generation[image: External link]
	Varel
	Episode: "The Next Phase[image: External link]"



	1993
	Star Trek: The Next Generation[image: External link]
	Inmate Jaya
	Episode: "Frame of Mind[image: External link]"



	1993
	Bodies of Evidence
	Elizabeth McCarty
	Episode: "Flesh and Blood"



	1993
	X-Files, TheThe X-Files[image: External link]
	Michelle Generoo
	Episode: " Space[image: External link]"



	1994
	L.A. Law[image: External link]
	Susan Allner
	Episode: "Cold Cuts"



	1995
	NYPD Blue[image: External link]
	Joyce Novak
	2 episodes



	1995
	Star Trek: Deep Space Nine[image: External link]
	Dr. Lenara Kahn
	Episode: " Rejoined[image: External link]"



	1995
	Dr. Quinn, Medicine Woman[image: External link]
	Anna Marie Sheehan
	Episode: "Fifi's First Christmas"



	1997
	Roar[image: External link]
	Gweneth
	Episode: "Daybreak"



	1998
	Prey[image: External link]
	Jane Daniels
	2 episodes



	1998
	Players[image: External link]
	Jean Cameron
	Episode: "Con-undrum"



	1998
	Michael Hayes[image: External link]
	Mrs. Boland
	Episode: "Devotion"



	1999
	Chicago Hope[image: External link]
	Francesca
	Episode: "From Here to Maternity"



	1999–2000
	Star Trek: Voyager[image: External link]
	Borg Queen[image: External link]
	4 episodes



	1999–2002
	Once and Again[image: External link]
	Karen Sammler
	49 episodes



	2002
	Twilight Zone, TheThe Twilight Zone[image: External link]
	Annie MacIntosh
	Episode: " Upgrade[image: External link]"



	2003
	Law & Order: Special Victims Unit[image: External link]
	Dr. Greta Heints
	Episode: "Mother"



	2003–04
	Still Life
	Charlotte Morgan
	TV series never aired; 5 episodes



	2005
	Medical Investigation[image: External link]
	Dr. Kate Ewing
	3 episodes



	2005
	Jake in Progress[image: External link]
	Emma Taylor
	Episode: "Harpy Birthday"



	2006–15
	NCIS[image: External link]
	Army Lt. Col. Hollis Mann
	Recurring role, 8 episodes



	2006
	Book of Daniel, TheThe Book of Daniel[image: External link]
	Judith Webster
	8 episodes



	2006
	CSI: Crime Scene Investigation[image: External link]
	Janice Cooper
	Episode: "Killer"



	2006
	Without a Trace[image: External link]
	Cynthia Neuwirth
	Episode: "Win Today"



	2009
	Kings[image: External link]
	Queen Rose Benjamin
	13 episodes



	2010
	Cold Case[image: External link]
	Diane Yates
	3 episodes



	2012–17
	Arrow
	Moira Queen
	41 episodes



	2016
	Timeless[image: External link]
	Carolyn Preston
	16 episodes
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Willa Holland






Willa Joannachance Holland[1][ better source needed[image: External link]] (born June 18, 1991[1][ better source needed[image: External link]]) is an American actress, voice actress and model. She is known for her roles as Kaitlin Cooper[image: External link] in the Fox[image: External link] teen drama The O.C.[image: External link], Agnes Andrews in The CW[image: External link] series Gossip Girl[image: External link], Aqua[image: External link] in Kingdom Hearts[image: External link], and Thea Queen[image: External link] in Arrow.
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Holland was born in Los Angeles[image: External link],[1] to cinematographer Keith Holland and actress Darnell Gregorio-De Palma. Her mother was remarried to director Brian De Palma[image: External link] from 1995–97.[2] She grew up with two sisters: Brianna Holland (b. 1988)[citation needed[image: External link]] and Piper De Palma (b. 1996).[citation needed[image: External link]] Holland attended Palisades Charter High School[image: External link] for only six weeks because her career was taking off and school peers were dismissive of her acting pursuits.[3]
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 Career




At age seven,[4] Holland played at her stepfather's neighbor's house in The Hamptons[image: External link], New York. The neighbor, Steven Spielberg[image: External link], was filming home videos and told Holland's parents, "You’ve got to put her in front of a camera."[5][6][7] Upon returning to Los Angeles that September, Holland signed with Ford Modeling Agency[image: External link] at age seven,[7][8] and immediately booked a shoot for Burberry[image: External link].[8]

The following year, 1999, De Palma took Holland to a theatrical talent agency.[7] Since then she has appeared in many national commercials. During 2001 when Holland was ten, she worked alongside her cinematographer father in Ordinary Madness. She was even slated to co-star in the 2005 Fox[image: External link] series The Inside[image: External link] with fellow model Rachel Nichols[image: External link], but left the show when writer Tim Minear[image: External link] was brought in to overhaul it. She played the role of Kaitlin Cooper on The O.C.;[7] initially as a recurring character in season 3, but then as a regular in season four.[9]

In December 2007, Holland was cast in the independent drama film Garden Party[image: External link], playing the role of April, a troubled teenage aspiring model who tries to make it in Los Angeles. In September 2008, The CW announced Holland would appear in three episodes of the second season of the teen-drama television series Gossip Girl, created by The O.C. creator Josh Schwartz[image: External link]. Holland played the role of a rebellious 16-year-old model[7] who befriends and creates havoc for Taylor Momsen[image: External link]'s character. In March 2010 Holland made a one-off return in the 16th episode of the third season, "The Empire Strikes Jack," which aired March 29, 2010.

In May 2010, Square Enix[image: External link] announced she would be voicing Aqua in the PlayStation Portable[image: External link] title, Kingdom Hearts Birth by Sleep[image: External link], which was released on September 7, 2010 in North America.[10] That same year Holland starred in her first major studio film in the apocalyptic thriller film Legion[image: External link] playing the role of a bratty teenager.[11] She played teen-temptress Janice Heddon in the film Straw Dogs[image: External link], a remake of the 1971 film of the same name. The film opened in September 2011.

In February 2012, Holland was cast in The CW action-adventure series Arrow, which is based on the Green Arrow comic books, where she plays Thea Queen, the sister of Oliver Queen[image: External link].[7][12][13]

In the film Tiger Eyes[image: External link] released in April 2012, Holland starred as Davey Wexler.[7][14] The film was based on the 1981 novel of the same name[image: External link] written by Judy Blume[image: External link].[7][14][15]
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 Filmography






	Film roles



	Year
	Title
	Role
	Notes



	2001
	Ordinary Madness
	Young Faye
	



	2008
	Garden Party[image: External link]
	April
	



	2008
	Middle of Nowhere[image: External link]
	Taylor Elizabeth Berry
	



	2008
	Genova[image: External link]
	Kelly
	



	2010
	Legion[image: External link]
	Audrey Anderson
	



	2010
	Chasing 3000[image: External link]
	Jamie
	



	2010
	Humanity's Last Line of Defense
	Herself
	Documentary



	2011
	Straw Dogs[image: External link]
	Janice Heddon
	



	2012
	Tiger Eyes[image: External link]
	Davey Wexler
	






	Television roles



	Year
	Title
	Role
	Notes



	2005
	Comeback, TheThe Comeback[image: External link]
	Kalla
	Episode: "Valerie Hangs with the Cool Kids"



	2006–2007
	O.C., TheThe O.C.[image: External link]
	Kaitlin Cooper[image: External link]
	Main role (season 4[image: External link]), 22 episodes



	2008–2012
	Gossip Girl[image: External link]
	Agnes Andrews
	Recurring role, 5 episodes



	2012–present
	Arrow
	Thea Queen/Speedy[image: External link]
	Main role



	2015–2016
	The Flash
	2 episodes






	Video game roles



	Year
	Title
	Voice role
	Notes



	2006
	Scarface: The World Is Yours[image: External link]
	Various
	



	2010
	Kingdom Hearts Birth by Sleep[image: External link]
	Aqua[image: External link]
	



	2012
	Kingdom Hearts 3D: Dream Drop Distance[image: External link]
	Aqua
	



	2014
	Kingdom Hearts Birth by Sleep Final Mix[image: External link]
	Aqua
	New footage for Final Mix-exclusive Secret Episode and archived footage



	2017
	Kingdom Hearts 0.2: Birth by Sleep – A Fragmentary Passage[image: External link]
	Aqua
	






	Music video roles



	Year
	Title
	Artist



	2008
	"Keep Me Up All Night"
	The Glitterati[image: External link]



	2010
	"Fearless Love[image: External link]"
	Melissa Etheridge[image: External link]



	2011
	"8050 (Too Fast, Too Slow)"
	White Arrows
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 Awards and nominations






	Year
	Award
	Nominated work
	Result
	Ref.



	2006
	Spike Video Game Award for Best Cast[image: External link]
	Scarface: The World Is Yours
	Nominated
	



	2012
	Boston International Film Festival Award for Best Actress[image: External link]
	Tiger Eyes
	Won
	[16]
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Bow and Arrow






For the consultancy firm, see Bow & Arrow[image: External link].

The bow and arrow is a projectile weapon[image: External link] system (a bow with arrows[image: External link]) that predates recorded history[image: External link] and is common to most cultures[image: External link]. Archery[image: External link] is the art, practice, or skill of applying it.



TOP
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 Description




A bow is a flexible arc that shoots aerodynamic projectiles called arrows[image: External link]. A string joins the two ends of the bow and when the string is drawn back, the ends of the bow are flexed. When the string is released, the potential energy[image: External link] of the flexed stick is transformed into the kinetic energy[image: External link] of the arrow.[1] Archery[image: External link] is the art or sport of shooting arrows from bows.[2]

Today, bows and arrows are used primarily for hunting[image: External link] and for the sport of archery[image: External link]. Although they are still occasionally used as weapons of war[image: External link], the development of gunpowder[image: External link] and muskets[image: External link], and the growing size of armies, led to their replacement in warfare several centuries ago in much of the world.

Someone who makes bows is known as a bowyer[image: External link],[3] and one who makes arrows is a fletcher[image: External link][4] —or in the case of the manufacture of metal arrow heads, an arrowsmith.[5]
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 History




Main article: History of archery[image: External link]


The bow and arrow appears around the transition from the Upper Paleolithic[image: External link] to the Mesolithic[image: External link]. At the site of Nataruk[image: External link] in Turkana County[image: External link], Kenya, obsidian[image: External link] bladelets found embedded in a skull and within the thoracic cavity of another skeleton, suggest the use of stone-tipped arrows as weapons.[6] After the end of the last glacial period[image: External link], use of the bow seems to have spread to every inhabited continent, including the New World[image: External link], except for Australia[image: External link].[7]

The oldest extant bows in one piece are the elm[image: External link] Holmegaard bows[image: External link] from Denmark[image: External link] which were dated to 9,000 BCE. High-performance wooden bows are currently made following the Holmegaard design. The Stellmoor bow fragments from northern Germany were dated to about 8,000 BCE, but they were destroyed in Hamburg[image: External link] during the Second World War, before carbon 14 dating[image: External link] was available; their age is attributed by archaeological association.[8] Microliths[image: External link] discovered on the south coast of Africa suggest that arrows may be at least 71,000 years old.[9]

The bow was an important weapon for both hunting[image: External link] and warfare[image: External link] from prehistoric times until the widespread use of gunpowder[image: External link] in the 16th century. Organised warfare with bows ended in the mid 17th century in Europe, but it persisted into the early 19th century in Eastern[clarification needed[image: External link]] cultures and in tribal warfare in the New World[image: External link]. It has recently been used as a weapon of tribal warfare[image: External link] in some parts of Sub-Saharan Africa[image: External link]; an example was documented in 2009 in Kenya when Kisii people[image: External link] and Kalenjin people[image: External link] clashed, resulting in four deaths.[10][11]

The British upper class led a revival of archery from the late 18th century.[12] Sir Ashton Lever[image: External link], an antiquarian and collector, formed the Toxophilite Society in London[image: External link] in 1781, under the patronage of George, the Prince of Wales[image: External link].
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 Construction
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 Parts of the bow




The basic elements of a bow are a pair of curved elastic[image: External link] limbs[image: External link], traditionally made from wood[image: External link], joined by a riser. Both ends of the limbs are connected by a string known as the bow string[image: External link].[1] By pulling the string backwards the archer[image: External link] exerts compressive force[image: External link] on the string-facing section, or belly[image: External link], of the limbs as well as placing the outer section, or back[image: External link], under tension[image: External link]. While the string is held, this stores the energy later released in putting the arrow to flight.[citation needed[image: External link]] The force required to hold the string stationary at full draw is often used to express the power of a bow, and is known as its draw weight, or weight.[13][14] Other things being equal, a higher draw weight means a more powerful bow, which is able to project heavier arrows at the same velocity or the same arrow at a greater velocity.

The various parts of the bow can be subdivided into further sections. The topmost limb is known as the upper limb, while the bottom limb is the lower limb. At the tip of each limb is a nock, which is used to attach the bowstring to the limbs. The riser is usually divided into the grip, which is held by the archer, as well as the arrow rest and the bow window. The arrow rest is a small ledge or extension above the grip which the arrow rests upon while being aimed. The bow window is that part of the riser above the grip, which contains the arrow rest.[1]

In bows drawn and held by hand, the maximum draw weight is determined by the strength of the archer.[14] The maximum distance the string could be displaced and thus the longest arrow that could be loosed from it, a bow’s draw length, is determined by the size of the archer.[15]

A composite bow[image: External link] uses a combination of materials to create the limbs, allowing the use of materials specialized for the different functions of a bow limb. The classic composite bow uses wood for lightness and dimensional stability in the core, horn to store energy in compression, and sinew[image: External link] for its ability to store energy in tension. Such bows, typically Asian, would often use a stiff end on the limb end, having the effect of a recurve.[16] In this type of bow, this is known by the Arabic name 'siyah'.[17]

Modern construction materials for bows include laminated[image: External link] wood, fiberglass[image: External link], metals[image: External link],[18] and carbon fiber[image: External link] components.
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 Arrows




Main article: Arrow[image: External link]


An arrow usually consists of a shaft with an arrowhead attached to the front end, with fletchings and a nock at the other.[19] Modern arrows are usually made from carbon fibre, aluminum, fiberglass, and wood shafts. Carbon shafts have the advantage that they do not bend or warp, but they can often be too light weight to shoot from some bows and are expensive. Aluminum shafts are less expensive than carbon shafts, but they can bend and warp from use. Wood shafts are the least expensive option but often will not be identical in weight and size to each other and break more often than the other types of shafts.[20] Arrow sizes vary greatly across cultures and range from very short ones that require the use of special equipment to be shot to ones in use in the Amazon River[image: External link] jungles that are 8.5 feet (2.6 metres) long. Most modern arrows are 22 inches (56 cm) to 30 inches (76 cm) in length.[19]

Arrows come in many types, among which are breasted, bob-tailed, barreled, clout, and target.[19] A breasted arrow is thickest at the area right behind the fletchings, and tapers towards the (nock) and head.[21] A bob-tailed arrow is thickest right behind the head, and tapers to the nock.[22] A barrelled arrow is thickest in the centre of the arrow.[23] Target arrows are those arrows used for target shooting rather than warfare or hunting, and usually have simple arrowheads.[24]

For safety reasons, a bow should never be shot without an arrow nocked; without an arrow, the energy that is normally transferred into the projectile is instead directed back into the bow itself, which will cause damage to the bow's limbs.
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 Arrowheads




Main article: Arrowhead[image: External link]


The end of the arrow that is designed to hit the target is called the arrowhead. Usually, these are separate items that are attached to the arrow shaft by either tangs or sockets. Materials used in the past for arrowheads include flint, bone, horn, or metal. Most modern arrowheads are made of steel, but wood and other traditional materials are still used occasionally. A number of different types of arrowheads are known, with the most common being bodkins[image: External link], broadheads, and piles.[25] Bodkin heads are simple spikes made of metal of various shapes, designed to pierce armour.[22] A broadhead arrowhead is usually triangular or leaf-shaped and has a sharpened edge or edges. Broadheads are commonly used for hunting.[26] A pile arrowhead is a simple metal cone, either sharpened to a point or somewhat blunt, that is used mainly for target shooting. A pile head is the same diameter as the arrow shaft and is usually just fitted over the tip of the arrow.[27] Other heads are known, including the blunt head, which is flat at the end and is used for hunting small game or birds, and is designed to not pierce the target nor embed itself in trees or other objects and make recovery difficult.[22] Another type of arrowhead is a barbed head, usually used in warfare or hunting.[19]
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 Bowstrings




Main article: Bowstring[image: External link]


Bowstrings may have a nocking point marked on them, which serves to mark where the arrow is fitted to the bowstring before shooting.[28] The area around the nocking point is usually bound with thread to protect the area around the nocking point from wear by the archer's hands. This section is called the serving.[29] At one end of the bowstring a loop is formed, which is permanent. The other end of the bowstring also has a loop, but this is not permanently formed into the bowstring but is constructed by tying a knot into the string to form a loop. Traditionally this knot is known as the archer's knot, but is a form of the timber hitch[image: External link]. The knot can be adjusted to lengthen or shorten the bowstring. The adjustable loop is known as the "tail".[30] The string is often twisted (this being called the "flemish twist").

Bowstrings have been constructed of many materials throughout history, including fibres such as flax[image: External link], silk[image: External link], and hemp[image: External link].[31] Other materials used were animal guts[image: External link], animal sinews[image: External link], and rawhide[image: External link]. Modern fibres such as Dacron[image: External link] or Kevlar[image: External link] are now used in commercial bowstring construction, as well as steel wires in some compound bows.[32] Compound bows[image: External link] have a mechanical system of pulley cams over which the bowstring is wound.[29] Nylon is useful only in emergency situations, as it stretches too much.[33]
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 Types of bow




There is no one accepted system of classification of bows.[34] Bows may be described by various characteristics including the materials used, the length of the draw that they permit, the shape of the bow in sideways view, and the shape of the limb in cross-section.[35]

Common types of bow include


	
Recurve bow[image: External link]: a bow with the tips curving away from the archer. The curves straighten out as the bow is drawn and the return of the tip to its curved state after release of the arrow adds extra velocity to the arrow.[36]


	
Reflex bow[image: External link]: a bow whose entire limbs curve away from the archer when unstrung. The curves are opposite to the direction in which the bow flexes while drawn.[36]


	
Self bow[image: External link]: a bow made from one piece of wood.[29]


	
Longbow[image: External link]: a self bow with limbs rounded in cross-section, about the same height as the archer so as to allow a full draw, usually over 5 feet (1.5 metres) long. The traditional English longbow[image: External link] was usually made of yew[image: External link] wood, but other woods are also used.[37]


	
Flatbow[image: External link]: the limbs are approximately rectangular in cross-section. This was traditional in many Native American[image: External link] societies and was found to be the most efficient shape for bow limbs by American engineers in the 20th century.

	
Composite bow[image: External link]: a bow made of more than one material.[35]


	
Takedown bow[image: External link]: a bow that can be demounted for transportation, usually consisting of 3 parts: 2 limbs and a Riser.

	
Compound bow[image: External link]: a bow with mechanical aids to help with drawing the bowstring. Usually, these aids are pulleys at the tips of the limbs.[38]
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 Crossbow




Main article: Crossbow[image: External link]


In a crossbow[image: External link], the limbs of the bow, called a prod, are attached at right angles to a crosspiece or stock[image: External link] in order to allow for mechanical pulling and holding of the string. The mechanism that holds the drawn string has a release or trigger that allows the string to be released.[39] A crossbow shoots a "bolt" or "quarrel", rather than an arrow.[40]
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Felicity Smoak






Felicity Smoak is a DC Comics character. Her first appearance was in The Fury of Firestorm #23 (May 1984), created by writer Gerry Conway[image: External link] and artist Rafael Kayanan[image: External link].[1] She was originally the manager of a computer software firm who opposed the superhero Firestorm[image: External link] because of his recklessness, eventually becoming the second wife of Edward Raymond and stepmother to Ronnie Raymond, one-half of the integrated dual identity of the superhero.[2]

A re-imagined Jewish[image: External link][3] version of the character is portrayed by Emily Bett Rickards[image: External link] in the television series[image: External link] Arrow, who later operates under the alias Overwatch, with a similar version of Felicity introduced briefly as the New 52[image: External link] incarnation of the character in Green Arrow (vol. 5) #35.[4]
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 The Fury of Firestorm




Portrayed as the supervisor of a New York computer software firm in her 1984 debut appearance, Firestorm first encounters her in the course of one of his battles with a villain, where he inadvertently magnetizes and effectively destroys several of the computers storing the software programs in development. This results in millions of dollars in property damage, which threatens to ruin the software firm and leads to a heated confrontation between Felicity and Firestorm where she threatened to organize a class action lawsuit against him. Felicity would make recurring appearance, often taking an adversarial role against Firestorm and making a point of explaining what the collateral damage of his battles cost her and other civilians. On one occasion, a frustrated Firestorm lashes out against Felicity's confrontational behavior by using his molecular transmutation powers to transform her clothes to soap suds, a tactic he previously used on the supervillain Plastique[image: External link]. Humiliated from being rendered nude in public, Felicity retaliates by filing a lawsuit against him.

At some point, Felicity develops a romantic relationship with Ed Raymond. She has no idea that Ed's son Ronnie is the other half of Firestorm. When Ronald discovers that Felicity is seeing his father, he is uncertain how to treat her due to their past interactions. Over time, Felicity and Ed fall deeply in love and are married. After the wedding Felicity learns the truth about Ronnie's secret dual identity, but by this point she had forgiven him for his past transgressions and stopped berating him, although she would still insist on reminding him about the importance of using his superpowers in a responsible manner.[5]
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 The New 52




DC Comics rebooted its comic properties in 2011 as part of a relaunch entitled The New 52[image: External link], which led to the character of Felicity Smoak being brought back in a fashion similar to the version seen on Arrow.[6] The New 52 version of Felicity Smoak is introduced in 2014 in Green Arrow #35, the first issue of that book to be written by Arrow showrunner Andrew Kreisberg. In #35,[7] she is introduced in an end-of-issue cliffhanger as an assassin out to kill Oliver, but quickly explains that while she is a hacker-for-hire who has "done questionable things" in her past, "leading a hero to his death isn't one of them", explaining she did not know her target was the Green Arrow when she accepted the job. After proving her hacker credentials by explaining to him that she knows his secret identity, as well as highly specific details from his superhero, personal, professional and family lives, she offers to become a part of his team out of a desire to help him save the city. Surmising that whoever hired her to kill Oliver has extremely evil plans, she teams up with Green Arrow to track down her client's other target, a woman named Mia Dearden[image: External link], who they soon discover is being pursued by the deadly archer Merlyn.

Later in the same storyline, Felicity is arrested and placed in a Supermax facility for her many cybercrimes, where she shares a cell with Cheetah[image: External link]; it is established that Felicity had once been hired to dox[image: External link] Cheetah, putting the villain and her loved ones in added danger. Oliver saves her from Cheetah with some help from Steve Trevor[image: External link] of A.R.G.U.S.[image: External link] Ultimately, Oliver saves Mia from the man pursuing her and her father John King. Oliver also exposes him as a murderer who used bribery and corruption to control Seattle. Felicity is then invited by Trevor to join A.R.G.U.S., but appears to reject his offer in favour of working with Oliver.
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 Alternate versions
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 DC Bombshells




In an alternate history version of World War II[image: External link] depicted in DC Comics Bombshells[image: External link], a young Felicity and her family were evicted from their house in Gotham City[image: External link] by their landlord because they violated the law by taking care of some relatives, who have fled the horrors of Europe. The landlord tries to take some of their personal belongings, justifying as taking back rent. Felicity argues with him, saying she won't turn her back to her own family. Fortunately, a team of Batgirls come to the rescue, saving the Smoak family and all their belongings. Felicity and her family are later moved to a safe house by the young heroines.[8] Smoak eventually joins the Batgirls and dons a costume herself.[9]
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 In other media
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 Live-action




Felicity Smoak appears in the television series Arrow, a reimagining of the Green Arrow mythos, portrayed by Emily Bett Rickards[image: External link]. The character also makes appearances in Arrow spin-offs The Flash[10] and Legends of Tomorrow.[11]

In season one, Felicity is a computer genius IT worker at Oliver's father's company who is recruited to work on technical matters for Oliver in his vigilante quest. She was originally introduced in the third episode of season one, "Lone Gunman", as a one-off character,[12] Rickards went on to recur across season one as a result of positive reactions both from co-star Stephen Amell,[13] and Warner Brothers[image: External link] producer Peter Roth[image: External link].[14][15] Felicity quickly deduces the nature of her assignments for Oliver and becomes a willing assistant to Oliver. As time develops, she becomes command central for Oliver and his small band of fellow vigilantes, and takes the codename Overwatch. From season two onwards, the show begins exploring Oliver and Felicity's romantic potential, and the two elope at the end of season three. In season four, they are engaged, but break up due to Oliver lying about having a son. The show also reveals that Felicity's father is Noah Kuttler, a career cyber-criminal. After breaking up with Oliver, Felicity remains a vital part of the team. She also occasionally provides assistance to Barry Allen, hers and Oliver's friend in Central City who operates as the Flash, appearing on the show The Flash.
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 Print media




The character features in the tie-in comics, Arrow Season 2.5, which bridge the gap between the second and third seasons of the television show.[16]

She also features in the tie-in novels published for the series, Arrow: Vengeance, written by Oscar Balderrama and Lauren Certo,[17] The Flash: The Haunting of Barry Allen written by Susan and Clay Griffith,[18] and its' sequel Arrow: A Generation of Vipers from the same authors.[19]
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 Animation and video games




Rickards provides the voice for the character on seasons 1 and 2 of the web-series Vixen.[20]

The character also appears as a character in Lego Batman 3: Beyond Gotham[image: External link] as part of the Arrow DLC pack.[21]
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Roy Harper (comics)






Roy Harper is a fictional superhero[image: External link] appearing in American comic books[image: External link] published by DC Comics. Roy is one of DC's most longstanding characters, originating in 1940s comics as Speedy, the teen sidekick[image: External link] of the superhero Green Arrow. Like his mentor Green Arrow, Roy is a world-class archer and athlete who uses his exceptional marksmanship to fight crime. Along with other prominent DC Comics superhero sidekicks[image: External link], he goes on to become a core member of the superhero group the Teen Titans[image: External link]. As an adult, Roy casts off his Speedy identity to establish himself as the superhero Arsenal, and for a time adopts the name Red Arrow to symbolise his having become an equal of Green Arrow. As well as continuing to serve as one of the Titans at various times, Roy has had leading roles in the superhero groups the Seven Soldiers of Victory[image: External link], the Outsiders[image: External link], the Justice League[image: External link], and the Outlaws[image: External link].

Roy's profile as a hero has varied over the years. He was the subject of the award-winning 1971 comic book story "Snowbirds Don't Fly[image: External link]", which was celebrated for its gritty depiction of Roy's battle with drug addiction[image: External link]; the story is considered a key moment in comic book history as it represented the emergence of mature themes in comics.[1] In 2013, ComicsAlliance[image: External link] ranked Harper as #50 on their list of the "50 Sexiest Male Characters in Comics".[2] The character has been adapted for video games and animation several times, and has been portrayed in live action by actor Colton Haynes on the television series Arrow.
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 Publication history




The character first appeared as Green Arrow's teenage[image: External link] sidekick[image: External link] Speedy, a name by which he was known for over fifty years, in More Fun Comics[image: External link] #73 (November 1941) and was created by Mort Weisinger[image: External link] and George Papp[image: External link]. The character's modern-day version was an early member of the Teen Titans[image: External link] who later assumed the identity Arsenal in The New Titans[image: External link] #99 (July 1993), and became a member of the Justice League of America[image: External link] under the guise Red Arrow in Kingdom Come[image: External link] #2 (June 1996) or Justice League of America[image: External link] (vol. 2) #7 (May 2007).[3]
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 1941–1992: Origin, Teen Titans, addiction and fatherhood




Roy Harper was raised by Brave Bow, a Navajo[image: External link] medicine chief, after his father, a forest ranger[image: External link], died in a forest fire. Under Brave Bow's tutelage, Roy became a remarkable archer. After Brave Bow's death, Roy was adopted by Green Arrow (Oliver Queen) and became his sidekick: Speedy.

Speedy joined Robin[image: External link], Kid Flash[image: External link], Aqualad[image: External link] and Wonder Girl[image: External link] in the newly formed Teen Titans[image: External link], a group originally formed from the various "teen sidekicks" active in DC comics at that time.

Speedy was initially a successful member and began dating Donna Troy[image: External link]. Some time later, however, Roy's fortunes took a turn for the worse. The Titans disbanded, Roy and Donna broke up, and then Green Arrow both lost his fortune and began neglecting Roy. While Green Arrow was away on a cross-country adventure with Green Lantern[image: External link] and Black Canary, Roy became addicted[image: External link] to heroin[image: External link]; the award-winning story[image: External link] played out in Green Lantern vol. 2, #85–86 in September and November 1971. Once Roy's secret was discovered, Green Arrow angrily punched him and then threw Roy out on the street. Green Lantern later found him and left him in the care of Black Canary, who stayed by his side while he went through withdrawal. Soon after, he had a confrontation with Green Arrow that caused the two of them to stop working together.[3] In addition to some brief adventures with later incarnations of the Titans in the 1980s, Roy also served as a government agent for a fictional federal agency, and as a private investigator, and went on a single mission with the Suicide Squad[image: External link] (vol. 1 issues 11–12).

While still helping the Teen Titans on occasional missions, Roy frequently worked as a counselor for various anti-drug programs. During this time, Roy established government contacts, and was soon hired by the Central Bureau of Investigations (CBI, also known as Checkmate[image: External link]) as a drug enforcement agent. Roy was given an assignment to go undercover and gain the trust of the villain Cheshire[image: External link]. The intention was to turn Cheshire over to the authorities, but the two fell in love and had an affair. Roy could not bring himself to turn her in, but he was concerned that his presence endangered Cheshire's life, so he left her, unaware that Cheshire was pregnant with his child. Roy eventually learned that he was the father of her daughter Lian. He went on a mission with Nightwing[image: External link] to track down Cheshire and prevent her from assassinating a group of diplomats. Roy was captured by Cheshire and then freed by Nightwing, who also brought Roy's daughter. Cheshire had left Lian in Roy's care.[3]
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 1993–2004: Becoming Arsenal and joining the Outsiders




Roy Harper later returned to the Titans, and was appointed leader by Sarge Steel[image: External link]. At this time, he adopted the new identity "Arsenal" now equipped with a vast array of high-tech weaponry. When the original members of this latest incarnation of Titans left the team, he gathered new members and led them until the team disbanded.

Soon, another team of Teen Titans emerged. This group consisted of a teenaged version of Atom[image: External link] (due to being de-aged by events in Zero Hour[image: External link]) and new heroes Argent[image: External link], Risk[image: External link], Joto[image: External link] and Prysm[image: External link]. The team was funded by Loren Jupiter, who had also funded a group of Titans during Roy's time on the team. Jupiter gathered together the original Titans (now going by the aliases of Nightwing, Tempest, Flash, Troia, and Arsenal) to combat the threat of his bitter, super-powered son Jarrod Jupiter (Haze). New and old Titans joined forces to defeat Haze – but at a price; Joto apparently lost his life, and Arsenal felt responsible for his death. Arsenal remained with this new group of Titans for a time, but eventually left the group before it disbanded.

Arsenal later came into conflict with Vandal Savage. Savage had discovered that both Roy and his daughter Lian were his descendants. Thus, their organs were suitable for him to harvest to prolong his life. Roy was able to save his daughter from Savage. After this ordeal, Roy adopted a new look to reflect his Navajo heritage. Shortly after, the original five Titans decided to re-form the team. Arsenal served as a full-time member on the team, and resided at the new Titans Tower[image: External link] with his daughter Lian.

Later, a mysterious conglomerate known as Optitron offered to sponsor the Titans and Young Justice[image: External link] after summoning them to San Francisco[image: External link]. Before any decisions could be made, a cybernetic girl from the future known as Indigo[image: External link] invaded the complex, and immediately engaged both teams in combat. With half the group out of commission, the remaining members tried to track down Indigo, but instead encountered a rogue Superman android, which had been activated. Caught by surprise, Lilith[image: External link] had her neck snapped by the Superman android, killing her instantly. Troia (Donna Troy's new identity) tried valiantly to defeat the Superman android, but he released a deadly heat beam directly through her chest, killing her. Indigo arrived and shut down the Superman android, leaving Arsenal and Nightwing to mourn the fallen Troia. Shaken by these losses, Nightwing decided to officially end the Titans.

Roy saw an opportunity. He accepted Optitron's offer and set about forming a new team: the Outsiders[image: External link]. He began by buying a massive secret underground headquarters beneath New York City. Roy outfitted the shelter with state-of-the-art equipment and began recruiting members for the new team. He successfully coaxed the veteran Metamorpho[image: External link], as well as newcomers Grace[image: External link] and Thunder[image: External link] into joining the team. He also decided to accept Indigo as a member. Even though she had been responsible for activating the Superman android, and ultimately for Lilith's and Troia's deaths, her memories were wiped clean and she convinced Roy that she wanted to atone for what she had done.

Indigo's presence would prove to be a major sticking point for Arsenal's last recruit: Nightwing. The Titans' former leader was completely unwilling to renew his involvement in a team after such a devastating loss. Arsenal argued that the Outsiders were the next logical step for them beyond the Titans, and that perhaps a team of strangers would operate more efficiently than a team with so many emotional attachments. Nightwing, while still reluctant, agreed to join and lead the Outsiders shortly after defeating Gorilla Grodd[image: External link].

Arsenal was shot in the chest while attempting to stop Brother Blood[image: External link] from activating a global network of sleeper agents[image: External link]. He survived, but was sidelined for months. In the interim, he assigned the Huntress[image: External link] as his replacement. He was hesitant to resume active duty, feeling afraid of his own limitations, but returned with encouragement from Nightwing.

Not long after his recovery, the Outsiders took on a case which involved a child-slaver and molester named Tanner. One of Tanner's informants recognized Roy from years prior, and led Tanner to Lian. Lian's nanny was killed and the girl was branded with Tanner's mark. The Outsiders arrived just in time to save Lian and other children from being flown out of New York.

Oddly, his near-death from gunshot wounds saved his life when soon he met Deathstroke. The villain, Arsenal discovered, had been posing as Batman[image: External link] and feeding him information since the Outsiders began. Deathstroke and Arsenal fought, with Deathstroke intending to kill him, but when the mercenary discovered the bullet scars on Arsenal's chest, he figured Arsenal had suffered enough and gave him a "pass". About the same time, Arsenal was also kidnapped by Constantine Drakon[image: External link], Green Arrow's nemesis. Drakon was working with the Riddler[image: External link], and he slit Roy's throat so that he would have to apply constant pressure or die. The Outsiders helped search for and rescue Roy.[3]
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 2005–2011: Tenure as Red Arrow, joining the Justice League




During Infinite Crisis[image: External link], Arsenal served as leader of the Outsiders while raising Lian as a single father. He was among the heroes gathered to defend Metropolis[image: External link] from an invasion by the Secret Society of Super Villains[image: External link].

One Year Later[image: External link], Roy Harper attempted to keep the Outsiders running, but unfortunately they found themselves handling low-level criminals and making little difference in the world. When Nightwing and Red Hood[image: External link] discovered a fellow hero as well as Black Lightning[image: External link] (Thunder's father) was arrested for a crime he didn't commit, Nightwing helped in a rescue mission that ultimately failed. The Outsiders are believed to be dead. Arsenal soon realized he was not made for the life of a cloak-and-dagger hero, returning command to Nightwing and leaving the team.

Roy was approached by Hal Jordan[image: External link] with membership in the new Justice League.[4] While in battle, Hal referred to him as "Red Arrow" in an attempt to stop himself from revealing Roy's name (despite the fact that Roy's identity has been public knowledge for some time now).[5] Roy accepted membership in the League and officially adopted the identity of Red Arrow, justifying it as a final "coming of age" and outgrowing his troubled relationship with his adoptive father Oliver Queen (Green Arrow).[6] Roy began an intimate relationship with his teammate Hawkgirl.[3] However, the two ended their relationship and Roy left the Justice League following a disastrous confrontation with the Shadow Cabinet[image: External link].

Following Bruce Wayne[image: External link]'s apparent death in Final Crisis[image: External link], Roy returns to the League after discovering that Hal Jordan and his splinter Justice League have been hunting down and torturing criminals. Roy and Green Arrow manage to settle their differences and work together, but things start to fall apart as Prometheus[image: External link] assaults Roy, cutting off his right arm with a poisoned, nanite-laced blade,[7] and then has the Electrocutioner[image: External link] set off a device to destroy Star City, killing the young Lian.[8][9] Roy wakes several days later, adversely reacting to his current condition and Lian's death, taking an angrier stance to the world. The flesh-eating nanites still dormant in his stump prevent him from getting a permanent prosthesis. He is given a removable, enhanced artificial limb, built by Cyborg[image: External link] and Doctor Mid-Nite[image: External link]. The prosthetic limb is built to "work-around" the contaminated nerve endings, but increases his phantom pain[image: External link]. His pain and the survivor's guilt[image: External link] for Lian's death bring Roy back to his former drug addiction, overdosing on painkillers and permanently locked in a state of delusional paranoia.[10]

Haunted by visions of his deceased daughter and his former pusher, Roy regresses to his identity of Arsenal, lashing out against his former friends and driving away his extended family, blaming Green Arrow for having stolen his vengeance by killing Prometheus and Mia Dearden[image: External link] for having left Lian by herself in the first place.[11] After a bitter meeting with Cheshire, Roy is unable to release the pent-up frustration for the loss of his arm, the death of his daughter, and his stress-induced impotence[image: External link]. Roy leaves Cheshire behind, hallucinating that a dead cat is his daughter, taking out his anger against a gang of drug dealers and stealing from them to fuel his addiction. As a result, when Batman[image: External link] finds him delirious on the street, he's forced to bring him to a rehab home, with Black Canary's consent.[12] Roy manages to escape the center, and sets off to break into the jail where the Electrocutioner[image: External link], the accomplice of Prometheus directly responsible for Lian, is held. Despite the intervention of Green Arrow, Roy cruelly butchers Buchinsky with his knives, then burns away his house and all his possessions, becoming a dark, broody vigilante enacting his brand of deadly justice on lowlifes and criminals.[13]

After being approached by Cheshire to help murder Deathstroke, Roy apparently double crosses her and joins Deathstroke's new, villainous team of Titans[image: External link], although Cheshire mentally congratulates him for his performance.[14] Upon returning to the labyrinth, Deathstroke reveals to them that his proceeding items were used to create a healing machine called " Methuselah[image: External link]" for his dying son Jericho[image: External link].[15] After healing Jericho, Deathstroke claims the machine can also resurrect the dead, offering Roy and Cheshire the chance to revive Lian. Cheshire accepts, but Roy refuses, finally realizing that he has just been punishing himself for his daughter's death all this time, and that Lian is in a better place. Joined by Tattooed Man[image: External link] and Cinder, Roy fights the rest of the Titans in an attempt to destroy the Methuselah Device.[16] The power source of the Device, a metahuman named DJ Molecule, is freed, and Cinder sacrifices herself to destroy the device. Roy lets Deathstroke go after he helped to save Jericho. Cheshire, Tattooed Man, and Osiris leave, and Roy and Jericho decide to form a new Titans team, to restore the legacy Deathstroke besmirched.[17]
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 2011–2016: Red Hood and the Outlaws




A part of The New 52[image: External link] company-wide relaunch, DC continuity was revamped. Roy Harper subsequently appears in the series Red Hood and the Outlaws[image: External link]. Roy's history is altered, including Lian's existence and his now uninjured right arm. Roy's appearance has changed drastically in the Relaunch, as he wears his hair longer than before and has highly detailed tattoos on both shoulder. The location of any more tattoos, if any, is currently unknown, and whether the apparent ones have any significance is also unknown. In his Arsenal outfit, he wears a variety of baseball caps, but beside that and the loss of his knife, he still has the same basic design, only with a smaller vest and two quivers, instead of one.[18] He acts as a humorous character with a lighter view of things, even in the middle of combat, though he is very serious when he wants to be. He has never been a father, but is still a recovering alcoholic (as opposed to heroin addict) with Killer Croc[image: External link] as his sponsor in a twelve step program. He became a freelance freedom fighter before teaming up with Jason Todd[image: External link], and considers Todd his only friend.

Roy's "back-story" from the point at which he met Oliver was explained in great detail towards the end of the series, after Roy was accidentally and gravely burned by Starfire. He was at first Oliver's employee, and later Green Arrow's sidekick, but after discovering that Oliver was using Roy's technology as his own, Roy was kicked out of his position, and Oliver took the stocks that he gave him within Q-Core, leaving him to his own devices. Roy became a depressed alcoholic[image: External link] and death seeker who attempted to commit a variation of suicide by fighting Killer Croc[image: External link] to the death. Croc figures out what Roy's doing and refuses to help Roy die, instead becoming his sponsor to help Roy get back on his feet.[19] [20] However, this does not keep Roy out of trouble, as he later ends up in an exotic jail due to trying to help a Middle Eastern nation overthrow a dictator. The now liberated people turned on Roy, and threw him in jail. However, he is quickly released by Jason Todd and, with the help of Starfire[image: External link], they escape out of the country. Soon after, Jason helps him get up to speed on current events. Roy remembers Starfire, and is confused to discover that she has supposedly forgotten "the gang" (the Teen Titans) that they used to hang out with, and attempts to jog her memory by mentioning Dick Grayson[image: External link]'s name, and also mentioning the names Garth, Vic, Lilith, Gar and Dustin, only for Starfire to announce that he is boring her.[21]

Roy is very friendly with Jason and has his back, but his carefree personality has caused some friction, such as when he called the defeated reanimated corpses of Jason's All-Caste teachers and friends trash.[22] He also has a bit of a prideful streak, as he complains that he feels emasculated by Starfire's rescue of the team from a huge monster.[19] But he's also shown that he has a more serious side, and is well prepared for a fight, as he takes on and defeats Crux, an altered human that was able to defeat Starfire single-handedly. He's also shown a softer side - particularly around Koriand'r, one example being when he cradles her and wipes away her tears when she's hurt. However, he tells her that he would like to keep his carefree facade, saying that she shouldn't tell anyone, because it would hurt his reputation.[23]

He and Starfire eventually become a proper couple, thought Starfire still appears to be interested in little more than a physical relationship. However, when her memories are forcefully returned to her, Roy realises that she was only pretending to be uncaring and emotionless (she went so far as to say "love has nothing to do with it" when Roy asked her about "making love to a Tamaranean" [21]) and that her race processes emotions very deeply. He broke up with her soon after, due to his own issues with trust, but not long after they reconciled, forming a much more caring and tender relationship - both of them going so far as telling the other they loved them. When Starfire left for Tamaran with a gravely injured Blackfire, Roy knew that this family matter had to be something she undertook alone. He asked that she remember him, and she promised that she would for "forever and a day".
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 DC Rebirth




Roy has also appeared as Arsenal in the book Titans as part of DC Rebirth. Roy assisted the Titans in taking down Abra Kadabra[image: External link] soon after Wally West[image: External link] appeared in the timeline again. The Titans traveled to Manhattan afterwards in search for answers on why Wally disappeared.
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 Powers and abilities




In the comic books, Roy Harper possesses no superhuman attributes, but he is extremely adept at the use of the bow and arrow, as well as a wide array of weaponry. He also has the ability to take virtually any object and use it in combat as an effective weapon. Harper is also a skilled hand-to-hand combatant and he possesses keen analytical and detective skills.

In the Pre-Flashpoint universe he has been known to speak Japanese[24] and understand Russian.[25] Before Flashpoint, after the loss of his right arm, Roy Harper received an advanced prosthetic, built by Vic Stone[image: External link], designed to loop around his damaged nerve endings and restore his usual degree of hand-to-eye coordination, albeit with the price of a constant phantom limb[image: External link] pain.[11]
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 Equipment




Before Flashpoint, much like Nightwing and other members of the Bat-Family, Roy Harper's suit is capable of emitting an electronic pulse. It is unknown, however, whether or not his suit is capable of emitting only one pulse, like Batman's and Nightwing's, or several. After being dismembered[image: External link] by Prometheus, Roy returns to his original Arsenal costume: despite being unknown if he still carries the EMP device, the new costume comes along with an advanced prosthetic limb, shown as highly resilient to bullets and melee weapons, and nearly as mobile as his former biological arm. His enhanced limb comes with increased phantom pain[image: External link], bolstered if the fitting isn't done with the right alignment.
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 Weapons




As Speedy and Red Arrow, Roy Harper uses a custom bow and trick arrows (with a preference for the more mundane kind as Red Arrow), mimicking his mentor Green Arrow. As Arsenal he's known to also carry guns and other kind of ranged weapons. Roy also has been known to use an M40A3 US sniper rifle with a Kryptonite[image: External link] bullet on at least one occasion. His original Arsenal costumes were equipped with other exotic weaponry including a boomerang and electrified bola. His current Arsenal costume, reflecting his angrier stance, is laced with several bludgeoning and cutting weapons, mostly knives and billy clubs, strapped to his limbs and back. Despite not being technically part of his "costume", Roy uses his prosthetic right arm only when acting as Arsenal, removing it while going incognito.
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 Personal life




Roy Harper is of Navajo heritage, and has a tribal tattoo to represent it. He was adopted by Oliver Queen (Green Arrow) and became his ward/sidekick, but soon joined a rock band called Great Frog, and got addicted to heroin[image: External link]. After his recovery, Roy has a daughter named Lian whom he is raising as a single father. Roy is a natural thrill seeker, who has many connections in the government and metahuman community. His income comes from his work in the government.

Roy's first known superhero relationship was with Donna Troy during the Teen Titans. Although short-lived, the pair has rekindled the relationship on multiple occasions over the years, particularly during their time with the reformed Titans. Roy had apparently intended to propose to Donna, but she rejected him because of a prophecy that the Titan Lilith Clay[image: External link] had made, which stated that Donna's red-haired husband would die. This however was not in-regards to Roy, but rather Donna's husband Terry.

Roy's other main relationship was with the assassin Cheshire[image: External link], who is the mother of his child. Roy would constantly flirt and buy drinks for women at bars and any social outing. When he formed the Outsiders, he had a fling with Grace Choi. At this time, it was learned that he also had a fling with the Huntress. His relationship with his JLA teammate Hawkgirl was strained because of his search for the missing Cheshire. Post-52, Lian was never born, and Roy does not know Cheshire, however in their brief encounters both flirted with the other very enthusiastically.

During the break given to the members of the Titans with Nightwing's exodus from the group to become Batman, Red Arrow spent his vacation with his child, and in the subsequent explosion caused by Starfire[image: External link]'s traumatic nightmare involving a Justifier helmet, Red Arrow quipped "Either that was an earthquake or one of my exes. Please don't let it be one of my exes."

In the comic series Red Hood and the Outlaws, Roy had a relationship with Starfire. It started out casual until Roy broke it off after realising that Koriand'r had been lying to him (she had claimed that humans were mere sensory experiences, but in truth her race processed emotions very deeply). They later rekindled the relationship and it was much more affectionate, with the pair even confessing their love to one another. Koriand'r broke the relationship off at the end of the series when forced to return to Tamaran with a gravely injured Komand'r, but it was ended on good terms. In the new series Red Hood & Arsenal, Roy is shown to be missing Starfire and slightly hurt that she left.


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Other versions
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 Earth-Two




The Earth-Two[image: External link] version of Speedy was a member of the Seven Soldiers of Victory[image: External link] and All-Star Squadron[image: External link] in the 1940s along with Green Arrow. Aside from their origin, having been trained on a mesa top together, their history nearly parallels the history of the Earth-One[image: External link] versions up until the point when Arrow and Speedy along with their teammates were thrown into various periods of time during a battle with the Nebula Man[image: External link]. He and his teammates were later retrieved by the Justice Society[image: External link] and the Justice League[image: External link] in order to assist them in saving Earth-Two from the machinations of their old foe the Iron Hand. Speedy had been sent to the Island of Circe in the past and turned into a centaur controlled by Circe, but was restored. During the Crisis on Infinite Earths[image: External link] a new solitary universe was created at the dawn of time, a universe whose history fused together the histories of several universes, including Earth-Two. Whether he ceased to exist or exists only as an aspect of the post-Crisis Earth[image: External link] has not been determined, although his mentor died during the final part of the Crisis defending the new Earth from the Anti-Monitor[image: External link].
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 Bizarro World




A Bizarro[image: External link] version of Arsenal appears as one of the heroes of Bizarro World[image: External link]. In addition to sporting a robotic left arm (as opposed to his right one), the Bizarro Arsenal is shown wearing a quiver filled with dead cats, which he uses as weapons.[26]
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 Flashpoint




In the alternate timeline of the Flashpoint[image: External link] event, Roy Harper is a member of mercenary squad working for industrialist Oliver Queen. Very early in the story, however, Roy and his fellow mercenaries were killed by an unshown explosion set off by Vixen and a group of anti-Queen activists. The explosion actually kills everyone in the facility save for Vixen and Oliver Queen, who is remarkably unscathed even though he had been standing right next to Roy, discussing the possibility of becoming a group of actual heroes rather than mercenaries, at the time the explosion went off.[27]
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 Titans Tomorrow




In the Titans Tomorrow[image: External link] future Roy Harper took on the role of Green Arrow and was killed in battle.
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 Thrillkiller




Batman: Thrillkiller is an Elseworlds[image: External link] story set in the early 1960s. Roy Harper is depicted as a biker who buys drugs in order to get friendly with schoolgirl Hayley Fitzpatrick (aka Harley Quinn[image: External link]), but a terrifying ordeal with drug runners leads him to alert the police after being helped by Batman[image: External link] and Black Canary. He is later shown practicing archery, though it is not clear if it is part of a rehab scheme or training for vigilantism.
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 Convergence




During the Convergence[image: External link] event, the New Earth version of Roy Harper is shown following the events of the Titans series. Still struggling with Lian's death, he has now devoted himself to helping the community to make amends for his time with Deathstroke. When the Extremists[image: External link] attack the city, he dons his Arsenal costume and helps his former teammates from the Teen Titans fight off the villains. Dreamslayer[image: External link] then uses his powers to pull Lian out of the timestream shortly before her death, and offers to return her to Roy in exchange for him turning on the Titans.[28] Using trickery, Roy pretends to betray his friends, but instead scrambles Dreamslayer's teleportation field. As the Extremists retreat, Roy stays behind with Lian, finally reunited with his daughter.[29]
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 Tean Titans Go!





	Speedy has also made eight appearances in the comic book series Teen Titans Go![image: External link] (based on the cartoon). His first appearance in issue #10 was a cameo. He made a reappearance with the rest of Titans East in #20 & #25. A super-deformed version of him posed as Cupid in #27. One of the two stories in issue #30 focuses on him and Aqualad[image: External link]. Thus far, he and Aqualad both have made appearances in each tenth issue. He appeared in issue # 39 and after being struck by Larry's arrows falls in love with Cheshire[image: External link], similar to the comics. In issue #48 he appeared as Arsenal in an alternate reality in a group called the Teen Tyrants.
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 In other media
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 Television
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 Animation





	The first animated appearance of the Roy Harper version of Speedy was in the Teen Titans segments in 1967's[image: External link] The Superman/Aquaman Hour of Adventure[image: External link] voiced by Pat Harrington, Jr.[image: External link]. In those episodes, Speedy serves in place of Robin[image: External link]. Curiously, Green Arrow never appeared in the series.

	Speedy also appeared on the main Teen Titans[image: External link] animated series[image: External link], voiced by Mike Erwin[image: External link]. His real name is never given, but the character is clearly Roy Harper. He first appears as a supporting character in "Winner Take All". Speedy later joined the team's sister group Titans East[image: External link], where more of his traditional bad-boy personality is seen.

	The Roy Harper version of Speedy appears in Justice League Unlimited[image: External link], voiced again by Mike Erwin. In this version, Speedy states that he's Green Arrow's "ex-partner" when Green Arrow calls him an "ex-sidekick". He has a slightly older, better built design than his Teen Titans incarnation. Speedy's appearance is also a nod to the original Seven Soldiers of Victory[image: External link].[30]


	Speedy appears on Batman: The Brave and the Bold[image: External link], voiced by Jason Marsden[image: External link] (primarily) and by Ryan Ochoa[image: External link] (as the young version briefly seen in "Sidekicks Assemble"). This version is the stereotypical kid sidekick, with phrases like "Golly!" or "Holy [insert uncommon phrase]". Green Arrow treats him badly at times, and Speedy defiantly points this out despite his usually nice personality at the end of "Sidekicks Assemble".

	Roy Harper is a major character in the Young Justice[image: External link] animated series, voiced by Crispin Freeman[image: External link].[31] This appearance is unique in that it features both a Speedy who becomes Red Arrow, and a secondary version of Speedy who becomes Arsenal. In the pilot "Independence Day", Speedy forfeits his place as Green Arrow's sidekick out of frustration that the Justice League[image: External link] won't make him a full-fledged member. He takes on the Red Arrow alias when he starts operating solo and confronts Artemis[image: External link], Green Arrow's new sidekick who he suspects is a mole, due to still having respect for the Team. In "Usual Suspects", Red Arrow finally gains membership in the Justice League, only to realize that he was the mole all along; he's in fact a Cadmus[image: External link] clone controlled through programming and hypnosis. In Young Justice: Invasion, Red Arrow engages in a constant search for his original counterpart, to the detriment of his health and his friendship with his allies. Red Arrow and Cheshire eventually find the original Speedy cryogenically frozen in a temple in Tibet, missing one arm. The real Speedy later obtains a cybernetic arm from Lex Luthor[image: External link] and later goes by the Arsenal alias. Arsenal joins the Team, highly capable yet also brash, reckless and disobedient. Arsenal is temporarily fired from the Team until he can learn to be a team player. By the end of the series, Arsenal is operating solo and Red Arrow has retired to focus on being a father.

	The Roy Harper version of Speedy appears again in the Teen Titans Go![image: External link] cartoon series, voiced by Scott Menville[image: External link]. In the episode "The Date", Speedy and Robin get in a fight over a date with Starfire[image: External link].
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 Live action




See also: Arrow (TV series)


Colton Haynes portrays Roy Harper in The CW TV series Arrow, the character's first live-action appearance.[32][33] Roy first appears in season one episode fifteen "Dodger" as a thief who steals Thea Queen's purse. Eventually they reconcile and start dating, though their relationship is on and off after Oliver saves his life in "Salvation", he gains an active interest in the vigilante known as the Hood and wants to emulate him. Roy is a recurring character throughout the rest of the season and became a series regular in season 2.[34] In season 2, Roy fights crime as a vigilante like the Arrow, but he is captured and injected with the super soldier drug Mirakuru. It gives him superhuman strength and healing, so that he can punch through solid concrete and recover from being shot through the hand at point-blank range, but it also causes his behavior to become hostile and violent. Oliver approaches Roy as the Arrow and offers to train him in order to teach him control over both his physical and mental performance, to keep those around him safe. Eventually Roy learns the Arrow's identity and officially joins Team Arrow. Originally the nickname Speedy belongs to Oliver's sister Thea in the series. Oliver uses it on Roy in the episode "Birds of Prey", but Roy is not pleased, telling Oliver not to call him that. By the end of season 2, Roy is cured of the Mirakuru, and Oliver gives him a red mask, relying on his archery and martial arts training as a member of the team. Roy chooses to fight by Oliver's side to save the city, though it ends up costing him his relationship with Thea. Producer Marc Guggenheim revealed that Roy would eventually take on the name Arsenal in the show,[35] and wear red versions of Oliver's costume and equipment. The costume and red arrows appear in the premiere of Season 3. In the episode "Guilty", Oliver suggests the Arsenal moniker after the antagonist of the episode refers to Roy as "another weapon in [Oliver's] arsenal".[36] In "Midnight City" and "Uprising", news reporters call him Red Arrow. He becomes a core and respected member of Oliver's team, leading their work in the field. In "Public Enemy", Roy takes the fall for his mentor, allowing himself to be publicly captured in Oliver's costume so that the public thinks he, not Oliver Queen, is The Arrow. In "Broken Arrow", after being assaulted by other prison inmates, Roy is able to escape custody with the aid of a former A.R.G.U.S. agent by faking his death, convincing the public that the Arrow is dead and Oliver is innocent. He is forced to leave Starling City to avoid exposing the deception. Thea visits him once, and finds him working as a mechanic under the name Jason. He encourages Thea to live the life Oliver sacrificed his life for, and leaves her his red costume. When Thea talks to Oliver about possible codenames, she brings up "Red Arrow". However, Oliver has already told the rest of the team to call her "Speedy". Thea accepts the code name and is actually unwilling to change it (The Flash, "Legends of Today"). In season 4 Roy's fall allows Oliver to re-brand himself as the "Green Arrow", a new hero different from "The Arrow". In the episode "Unchained" Roy is revealed to be living a new life under a new name in Midway City but is discovered by Noah Kuttler / The Calculator who threatens to expose his identity unless he obtains all the equipment he needs. Roy reluctantly begins stealing equipment for Noah but is unable to clue Team Arrow in due to a spy camera in the form of a contact lenses on his eye. Fortunately, Felicity is able to deduce this and Oliver fakes his death in order to remove it, shooting him with a tranquilizer arrow, giving Roy the chance to explain the story to the rest of the team. Roy also visits Thea while she is ill from the effects of the Lazarus Pit, and with her unable to help, Roy briefly retakes the Arsenal suit and joins the team to stop Noah's plan. Although the plan succeeds, Roy is still forced to leave to keep Oliver's secret safe but leaves with the parting advice to Oliver not to keep blaming himself for other people's actions, referencing Felicity's paralysis at Damien Darhk's hands, and tells Thea that he loves her and always will. A hologram of Roy via archive footage appears in Invasion the 100th episode of Arrow. Executive producer Andrew Kreisberg said they tried desperately to get Haynes back but he was unavailable for the episode. Roy has also been mentioned in several season 5 episodes.
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 Film





	The Roy Harper version of Speedy appears in Teen Titans: The Judas Contract[image: External link], voiced by Crispin Freeman[image: External link], reprising his role from Young Justice. Along with Bumblebee[image: External link] and Kid Flash[image: External link], he is seen in a flashback of how the Teen Titans first met Starfire[image: External link].
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 Video games





	The Roy Harper version of Red Arrow makes a cameo appearance in Green Arrow's ending in Injustice: Gods Among Us[image: External link].

	The Arrow version of Roy Harper appears as a playable character via downloadable content in Lego Batman 3: Beyond Gotham[image: External link].

	In the Injustice2 videogame two variations of the Arsenal costume can be unlocked as alternate costumes for Green Arrow.
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