

		

		[image: cover.jpg]

		


	



[image: image]



 




		
Contents 


[image: image]



Foreword

Introduction

Chapter 1: The Bible - Integrity and Reliability of Old and New Testament Transcripts

1.1 Introduction: The Book we have Today

1.2 The Biblical Texts

1.2.1 The Old Testament (the Tanakh)

1.2.2 The New Testament

1.3 The Bible in the Church Age



Chapter 2: The Bible - a unique narrative with multi-level interpretation

2.1 Introduction: a Divinely-Inspired Narrative

2.2 The P’shat Level

2.3 The Remez Level

2.4 The Midrash Level

2.5 The Sod Level

2.6 The Unity of the Old and New Testaments

2.6.1 Genesis and Revelation: Gematria of the Beginning and the End

2.6.2 Genesis and Revelation - Unity of Purpose

2.7 Conclusion



Chapter 3: The Case for Creationism 

3.1 Introduction: Evolution - an irrational belief

3.2 Biology refutes Evolution

3.3 Evolution excluded by the Universal Laws of Physics

3.4 God declares that He is the Creator



Chapter 4: The Perfection of Creation

4.1 Introduction

4.2 The Universe

4.3 Earth

4.3.1 The best position in the Galaxy

4.3.2 The right size

4.3.3 A Magnetic Field

4.3.4 Perfectly placed within the Solar System

4.3.5 Earth has reached the right age for life to prosper

4.3.6 Earth has attained an ideal Crust and Ocean

4.3.7 Protected from frequent impacting by dangerous space debris

4.3.8 Earth has the optimum tilt

4.4 The importance and unique properties of Water

4.5 The importance of Carbon and Oxygen 

4.6 Overview: The place of Humankind in the Cosmos



Chapter 5: The Perfection of Design - Fibonacci Numbers and the Trinity

5.1 Introduction

5.2 Numbers, Fibonacci Series and the Golden Proportion

5.3 Perfection in God’s Creation of Man

5.4 God’s Perfection copied in the Works of Man

5.5 Perfection in Music

5.6 The Fibonacci spiral 

5.7 Perfection in the world of Flora

5.8 Perfection in the Solar System

5.9 Perfection in the Universe

5.10 The Fibonacci Spiral of Time

5.11 Pi (π), the other Irrational Number of Creation embedded in the Bible

5.12 The Trinity in Creation

5.13 Why Six Days in Genesis Chapter One?

Table 5.1: The Biblical use of Numbers



Chapter 6: Constraining Time: The determination of Age

6.1 Introduction

6.2 Radiometric Age dating

6.3 Integrated Age Dating - Perfecting the evidence 

6.4 Lead Isotopes and the Age of the Earth

6.5 The Ages of the Stars

6.6 The Ages of the Elements

6.7 Dating the beginning of Creation - The Big Bang

6.8 The YEC Case confounded

6.9 The Stratigraphic Time Scale and the Geological Column

6.10 The Ice Ages 

6.11 The Earth’s Magnetic Field

6.12 Plate Tectonics

6.13 The Metamorphic Foundations

6.14 The Dinosaurs and Man

6.12 Failed Clocks

6.12.1 Moon Dust

6.12.2 Comet Disintegration

6.12.3 Lunar Recession

6.12.4 Salinity of the Seas

6.12.5 Cooling of the Earth

6.13 The preservation of soft tissue in ancient rocks 

6.14 Conclusions 



Chapter 7: The GAP Explained



Chapter 8: The beginnings of Time

8.1 Introduction

8.2 Interpreting the Six Days

8.3 The Significance of Dimensionality

8.4 Understanding Energy and Radiation: a few essential Principles

8.5 The Start of Cosmic Time - The Big Bang

8.6 The Time of the Big Bang

8.7 Relativity and the variable nature of Time

8.8 The Biblical Framework of Cosmic Time

8.9 The Biblical Timeframe of Humankind 

8.9.1 The Birth and Ministry of the Lord Jesus Christ

8.9.2 Adam to the Present Day

8.10 The Genetic Evidence for the Origin of Humankind

8.11 The Two Models for the Growth of the Human Family 

8.12 The significance of Babel

8.13 Mitochondrial DNA (mtDNA) and the age of “mtDNA Eve”

8.14 The importance of Mutations: a Young but cursed Human Genome

8.15 The Animal Kingdom: The Ark and a parallel Young History to Humankind?

8.16 The Rapid Expansion of Human Populations

8.17 Summary



Chapter 9: The Six Days of Genesis Chapter One

9.1 Introduction 

9.1 Day One: ~13.9-7.75 Billion Years - Creation of the material comprising the Universe and the formation of the first stars and galaxies

9.3 Day Two: ~7.75-3.75 Billion Years - Expansion of the Universe, Formation of the Solar System and separation of the waters

9.4 Day Three: ~3.75-1.75 Billion Years - Formation of oceans, emerging continents and creation of single celled life

9.5 Day Four: ~1750-750 Million Years - Transformation of the atmosphere followed by the “Boring Billion”

9.6 Day Five: ~750-250 Million Years - Creation of multi-cellular life and the modern animal phyla

9.7 Day Six: ~250 Million Years - 6000 years ago: Preparing the modern environment, creation of mammals and ultimately Humankind



Chapter 10: The Real Flood of Noah

10.1 Introduction

10.2 The Case for the Flood Event

10.2.1 Mankind has recent genetic origins

10.2.2 The evidence for a vanished civilization of superior technological achievement

10.2.3 The record of the Ten Patriarchs

10.2.4 The Divine properties of the Biblical Text

10.2.5 The significance of the wood and the pitch

10.2.6 The world-wide record of Flood Traditions

10.2.7 The record of Jesus

10.2.8 The purpose of the Flood

10.2.9 The timing of the End of the Flood

10.3 The Physical Record of the Flood

10.4 The Ark and the extent of the Flood

10.5 The Record of Geomorphology

10.6 The Geophysical Causes

10.7 Holocene Times and the Archaeological Record of the Flood



Summary and Conclusions

Copyright


	

Foreword


[image: image]



The writing of this book was initiated by myself and two other Christians. Philip Foster is an Anglican pastor with a strong interest in environmental sciences, and Michael Young is an evangelist with an engineering training formerly involved with Billy Graham Crusades. We were brought together through a common concern for the damage being done to Christian testimony by denial or falsification of established science. In the event Philip and Michael both had commitments in other areas. Nevertheless, we saw our challenge as a pressing one, and with a long history of university teaching and research in science, complemented by a parallel interest in Biblical interpretation, it seemed appropriate that I should undertake to write and complete the text within a reasonable time frame. Whilst the contributions of Philip and Michael have therefore been limited to advice and editing, the book remains very much a corporate vision. I am very grateful to both of them for initiating a project which I would almost certainly not have undertaken without their encouragement.

Whilst the apparent divorce of modern science from the Biblical narrative has long provided fertile ground for secularists to dismiss and even ridicule adherence to the faith, we believe it is time for re-evaluation of the controversies motivating this division. If the Bible can truly be established to be well beyond the abilities of mortal men to compile and to possess signatures of Divine origin, then we contend that there should be no conflict between Science and the Bible. The two glaring controversies seen by wider society are the origin of life by Creation or Evolution, and the young or old age of the Earth and Universe. It has therefore been our aim to first establish the integrity of the Bible narrative, and then go on to evaluate its impact on these and lesser controversies perceived to be irreconcilable conflicts between the Bible and Science. We also note that the Christian world needs to be reminded that most ministers of the Faith during the great and successful age of Dispensational Evangelism were actually Old Earth Creationists who saw no conflict between the Bible and Science as it was then understood. What has happened in the meantime to produce the conflict we see today reflects both an accelerated attack on Christianity by the media and academia, and a confusing promotion of false science by Christians. 

In this book we have aimed to address these divisions and show that there is no fundamental disagreement between the findings of modern science and the Bible, and particularly with the Book of Genesis. We believe this confidently enables us to assign to God the attribute of Universal Creator which motivates the title of this book suggested by Michael Young. To develop our case, we have drawn upon the findings of specialists in a wide range of scientific disciplines, as well as authorities on Biblical history and exegesis. Whilst I have included much information aiming to reinforce the confidence of the Bible-believer, the overriding aim of the text is to challenge the enquiring unbeliever, and especially those willing to consider Intelligent Design, but deterred from examining the claims of the Bible by the influence of Academia and the Mainstream Media. We collectively hope the book will be a foundational text and only the beginning for a ministry seeking to repair the damage caused by the separation of Science and the Bible.

I have included some outline explanations of established scientific methods (with a few simple equations) of items such as methods for determining age in Chapter 6. This is to establish the scientific foundations of the case presented here. It is only by ignoring these foundations that the propagation of false science can continue. However, this material can be readily passed over by those uncomfortable with the scientific groundwork without missing the essential theme of the book. The key aim of the text is to affirm the absolute reliability of the Bible as the Word of God and to show that it is not in conflict with modern science. Whilst this has sometimes forced us to follow a contentious path, our overriding aim is only to glorify the God to whom each one of us is eternally indebted for their Salvation. The author is available to provide talks concerning the issues discussed here. The figures have mostly been drawn specially for the text. Chapter Six includes four diagrams from the scientific literature whilst chapters 5 and 8 include figures modified from Google images to illustrate appropriate issues described in the text. The Bible quotations are all taken from the Authorised (King James) Version of the Bible. 

“Give glory to the Lord your God” (Jeremiah 13:16)

John Allen-Piper, Aughton, Ormskirk, Lancashire. March 2020. Contact: John D.A. Piper, B.Sc., Ph.D., Geomagnetism laboratory, Department of Earth and Ocean Sciences, University of Liverpool, Liverpool, L69 7ZE, U.K. (johnallenpiper9@gmail.com)
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The Bible reigns supreme amongst books. No other written work of religious or secular origin approaches the majesty and integrity of the 66 books compiled by some 40 authors over a period of ~1500 years. It makes claims for the unique nature of a triune Godhead and embeds an extraordinary amount of evidence to prove the inspired authorship of God Himself. It teaches the promotion of a healthy, ordered and peaceful lifestyle which is the only foundation of a successful society. It documents a history which, although widely derided by a world with a secular mindset, is being substantiated by an expanding body of archaeological and documentary research. It is the only religious text containing multiple prophecies which have so far proved to be one hundred percent accurate. Above all it is the most transforming of books - it provides a sense, a purpose, and a destiny, to those who believe and respond to its message.

Near the end of the 5th Century BC, in a long and unique ministry within two empires (Babylonian and Persian) that included many predictions relevant to all subsequent history, the prophet Daniel was given an extraordinary message: “Many shall run to and fro, and knowledge shall be increased....Go thy way, Daniel, for the words are closed up and sealed till the time of the end. Many shall be purified, and made white, and tried; but the wicked shall do wickedly: and none of the wicked shall understand; but the wise shall understand”. (Daniel 12:4, 9-10). Only in the present age does the full significance of these predictions seem to become relevant. Scientific knowledge is expanding day by day at an exponential rate. At the same time the deeper treasures of the Biblical text supporting a Divine origin, which have hitherto remained the preserve of small numbers of Jewish rabbis, are being widely disseminated throughout the Gentile world, in part by a computer power which has only become available in recent decades. In parallel with this, archaeological research and studies of ancient documents are year by year securing the truth of the Old Testament record. 

With the unique veracity of the Bible text now so clearly demonstrated, we should be living in an age where Science and the Bible converge. In reality we see the reverse happening in the developed world where this knowledge is most readily accessible. The Bible is being progressively removed from education, and even banned in sections of society which deem its statements offensive in an environment steeped in political correctness. Many secularists would likely attribute this divergence between Science and the Bible to false science promoted by Christians. Whilst this is doubtless a contributory factor, the underlying causes are much deeper: Jesus (see for example Luke 18:8), the Apostles and Old Testament prophets all warned that there would be a general departure from the faith in the latter days of the present age. We live in a world where there is a dearth of Biblical knowledge, where society is preoccupied with social media and advances in communication, bombarded with consumerism, and where advances in medicine have postponed the likelihood of imminent death. In such an environment many people have little time for issues of their eternal destiny; indeed, many prefer to believe in annihilation, the view that their souls simply disappear when they die. There is also a spiritual dimension to this conflict between the Bible testimony and what we see happening in our modern society: there has been an explosion of interest in fantasy, New Age spirituality, witchcraft and the occult in recent years which has served to generate a world view lacking a code of morality and in total opposition to Biblical Christianity.

As the First World has largely forsaken its Christian foundations we see a society becoming increasingly polarised, more narcissistic, lacking in warmth and sympathy where the womb is the least safe place for a child as abortion surpasses all other causes of death. Social media has the contradictory effect of causing people to feel more isolated and dissatisfied, and suicide rates are increasing everywhere. The frenetic pace of modern life is multiplying problems, especially of a societal and environmental nature, that are seemingly without rational solutions. In the first chapter of the Book of Romans (verses 21-23) the Apostle Paul laid out seven steps that he recognised under Divine inspiration as applying to the inevitable regression that we see happening around us. He saw society as (i) knowing God but (ii) no longer prepared to glorify Him as the Creator and (iii) neither being thankful for His blessings, so they (iv) became vain in their imaginations, with (v) their hearts becoming darkened, (vi) they professed themselves wise as they became fools, and this resulted in them (vii) changing the glory of an incorruptible God into idolatry - in our age the worship of materialism and selfishness. We can see how these steps have played out in the modern world as we view the contrast between the situation today with ~250 years ago in a Revival which began with preachers such as John Wesley and George Whitfield, continued into the Victorian era, and illustrated the great positive influence of Biblical Christianity. The effects of this Revival extended throughout much of the rest of the world by settlement and colonisation, and produced a wonderful transforming effect on society. It led to the end of slavery in the west, abolition of child labour, universal education, foundation of hospitals, improvement in the status of women and general concern for the well-being of fellow human beings, all of which laid the foundation of a modern prosperous society. 

The regression summarised by Paul no doubt has many contributory factors, but it is our concern that the perceived conflict between the Biblical testimony and scientific discovery initiated by the Enlightenment has played no small part. It is the primary motivation of the book to challenge this view. Albert Einstein once said “Science without religion is lame, religion without science is blind”. The opening chapters of the book therefore aim to describe the multi-facetted textural evidence that the God who reveals Himself in the Bible is demonstrably real (Chapters 1 and 2). The signatures of a Universal Creator are then demonstrated in both the fine tuning of the Earth and Universe ideal for humankind, and in the perfection of design in nature (Chapters 4 and 5). Blind faith is never good enough for the enquiring mind which instead seeks many lines of testable evidence to support foundational belief. Thus, from these multiple lines of evidence, and in particular the coordinated agreement between the books of the Old and New Testaments written over an interval of ~1500 years, the Bible is considered to be Divinely-inspired. It requires that there should be no conflict between the unchangeable Biblical text and our rapidly-expanding canon of scientific knowledge. In endeavouring to show this, the two fundamental barriers between Science and the Bible perceived by the world at large are addressed in detail, namely the conflict between Creationism and Evolution (Chapter 3) and the Age of the Earth and Universe (Chapter 6). 

The majority of the Nineteenth and early Twentieth century evangelists were Old Earth Creationists in so far as they acknowledged the existence of a large, but indeterminate, length of time implied by the second verse of the Book of Genesis where we are told that a perfect created Earth in verse one became desolate and void. This is the GAP concept and seemed able to accommodate the apparent great age of the Earth. Hugh Miller (1802-1856) found no conflict between his epic description of the fossil fauna and flora of Scotland and his profound belief in the Bible. The current era of scepticism and apostasy did not begin with Nicholas Steno (1638-1686) considered the “Father of Stratigraphy”, or James Hutton (1726-1797), a geological investigator who saw “no vestige of a beginning and no prospect of an end”, and was instrumental in initiating the concept of Unformitarianism, or with William Smith (1769-1839) the canal surveyor who did so much to formulate the science of Stratigraphy and produce the first large scale geological map. Instead, it began with Darwin’s 1859 book “The Origin of Species by means of natural selection or the preservation of favoured races in the struggle for life”. The issue of contention was not therefore the great age of the Earth per se. The Great Controversy derived from Darwin’s proposal that selective survival of the fittest members of a species could ultimately transform it into another species if sufficient time had been available. The need for a Creator God would then be marginalised or excluded altogether. Darwin knew nothing of DNA, had only a rudimentary knowledge of the stratigraphic record, and appears to have been ignorant of the Laws of Physics. Nevertheless, so influential has his theory been amongst a modern materialistic fraternity unwilling to acknowledge a Creator, that academic and government institutions enforce it as a fact with, for example, the same status as Newton’s Law of Gravity. This in spite of an increasing number of scientists and indeed, the public at large, learning that genetics has confounded Darwin’s racist theories, whilst his concept of evolution by natural selection is now widely recognised as totally inadequate to accommodate our modern knowledge of the complexity of living things.

As we explore in Chapter 3 of this book, the Creation versus Evolution controversy which has dominated the debate about mankind’s origins since mid-Victorian times, can actually be championed in favour of Creation from straightforward scientific arguments. In contrast, a large body of committed Christians have, mainly since the 1950’s, generated another controversy by promoting a Young Earth doctrine. This is primarily a recent development because even the Early Church Fathers such as Irenaeus, Justin Martyr and Clement of Alexandria recognised that a present 24-hour day could never have given Adam time enough to name all the animals, and this only after he had been put into “a deep sleep” and all the preceding acts of Day Six had taken place. The Young Earth doctrine has divorced Christian testimony from mainstream Science. It has resulted in much heart searching in a community of believers which has been prepared to reject Evolution, but now find their confidence undermined by an argument which has been definitively lost. Young Earth Creationism is so intellectually insulated that it can have no impact on secular culture. Because its interpretation of the Bible is associated with Christian belief in the minds of scientifically-engaged non-believers, it presents an insurmountable obstacle to serious engagement with the claims of Christianity (www.godandscience.org/scandal-of-the-evangelical-mind/). Regrettably Young Earth Creationism can leave a trail of devastation in its wake among new Christians when they discover that the scientific claims are untenable; the consequences are transferred to the reminder of Scripture, faith is destroyed and they are absorbed into a secular culture even to the point of arguing for atheism. This is doubly tragic because a major tactic of pagan Marxism is to capture the hearts of the young, the key to the future.

Young Earth Creationism has adopted the false paradigm that time is a constant so that the Days of Genesis Chapter One are present days of 24 hours. We now know from the Laws of Relativity, first proposed by Albert Einstein but since proved by multiple experiments, that time is not a constant but is instead a function of mass, acceleration and gravity. Furthermore, rather than address the events specifically attributed to the Six Days, Noah’s Flood, an event lasting for less than a year after the completion of Day Six, has been adopted to explain the whole of the Geological Column. Whilst the primary motivation of Young Earth Creationism has had the laudable aim of precluding time for Darwinian Evolution, the need to abandon a vast canon of modern scientific knowledge has merely served the promotion of Evolution - it avoids the need to mount a scientific defense of Darwinian Evolution. Instead, at a time when we find the scientific foundation of Evolution increasingly questioned by many esteemed academics, the supporter of Darwinianism can dismiss the alternative claims of the Bible because the whole gamut of scientific evidence shows that a Young Earth and Universe are impossible. In Chapter 6 of this book we outline the range of methods, often unrelated, that collectively show that the Earth and Cosmos are very old. We then go on to show how the scientific evidence is entirely in accord with the Genesis record when the Laws of Relativity are acknowledged. In passing, it is also shown that the assertions of Young Earth Creationism do not accord with the original Hebrew narrative: the Bible cannot be defended, nor can the Gospel be effectively proclaimed, if we assert things which the Bible does not say. 

C. I. Scofield (1843-1921), who produced the highly-respected Scofield Reference Bible published in 1909 and revised in 1917 noted “The first creative act refers to the dateless past, and gives scope to all the geologic ages.” He proposed that the Earth had suffered a “catastrophe” associated with Satan’s fall and expulsion from Heaven (Genesis 1:2, Isaiah 14:12-14) leading to disastrous results on Earth, but with a subsequent re-creation described in Genesis 1:3 onwards. Other famous preachers from the great age of evangelization and missions such as John Nelson Darby (1800-1882), G. H. Pember (1805-1877), Clarence Larkin (1850-1924), Charles Spurgeon (1834-1892), E. W. Bullinger (1837-1913) and in more recent years Watchman Nee (1903-1972), Billy Graham (1918-2018), as well as many ancient Jewish writers, all embraced this view. These men were not evolutionists. They all acknowledged God as the Creator of all things, and the outstanding results of their ministries is surely testimony that they were not deceived men. In the present age dominated by secularism and a skeptical view of the Biblical record we have fewer ministers with the stature of these men, and, as discussed in Chapter 7, many have unwisely rejected the significance of the GAP between Genesis 1:1 and 1:3. Instead they have developed an alternative narrative that attempts to constrain the whole history of the Universe into a few thousand years with the formation of the modern Earth constrained to Noah’s Flood, a claim made nowhere in the Bible. This contrasts with the long-held Old Earth staple of dispensational teaching. Sadly this transition, which can be dated to ~1925, occurred in an environment of panic over Evolution being exclusively taught in schools. This turned Christianity away from examining the Satanic fall beginning in Genesis, and rather rapidly Young Earth theology became a central paradigm of Evangelical Christianity (see www.ProphecyWatchers/OldEarth/GaryStearman).

The existence of the ancient metamorphic rocks comprising the continental foundations (Chapter 6.13) is alone sufficient to exclude the possibility of a Young Earth. Nevertheless because the Young Earth view has become so widespread amongst a large body of Christians we have been obliged to present the evidence refuting it (Chapter 6), whilst at the same time readily endorsing the evidence that Young Earth Creationists have presented for challenging Evolution and supporting Creation (Chapter 3). It is incongruous that they should have enthusiastically embraced scientific evidence disproving Evolution whilst at the same time ignoring or dismissing so much evidence for the age of rocks, the Earth and the Universe, or reinterpreting it in ways that are readily confounded. This has regrettably repelled many secularists who are now recognising the failure of so much evidence to support Evolution and likely willing to recognise Intelligent Design, from going further and addressing the unique and verifiable claims of the Bible. 

The Nobel Physicist Richard Feynman once commented “In this age of specialisation, men who thoroughly know one field are often incompetent to discuss another” (Caltech Forum, 1956). Whilst we do not deny that Young Earth Creationists include people with an Earth Science education, their interpretive mindset is always constrained to their immovable ~6000-year model, and as we show in Chapter 6, they then fall into the trap embraced by Albert Einstein’s sarcastic comment “When the facts don’t fit the theory, change the facts”. It is surely unworthy of Bible-believing Christians to promote the falsehoods that there was an Ice Age within the last 4000 years or that the Stratigraphic Column is a fiction, for example, and then question why young people are abandoning Christianity.* Our Chapter 6 is therefore included to show that Young Earth Creationism has generated a conflict with no substance. Now that we understand the dimension of time in terms of the accelerating expansion of the Universe and in the context of the Laws of Relativity, the Six Days of Creation in Genesis Chapter One are seen to embrace our knowledge of the temporal frame of the Earth and Universe. Furthermore it does not have to appeal to the GAP alone. This is described in Chapters 8 and 9. 

The main title of this book “Creation Unlimited” expresses our collective view that this artificial barrier that has grown up between modern Science and Christian testimony in recent decades can now be confidently dismantled. On the one hand the vast knowledge substantiating the great age of the Earth and Universe can be accommodated within our modern understanding that the entire material Universe was created within a fraction of a second of the Big Bang. The ensuing six steps that God took to transform a chaotic medium into order can be explained from our understanding of Relativity when we acknowledge that God is reporting these “Days” from His cosmic timeframe, and outside of our Earth-bound time frame. The latter only begins with the creation of Adam. These six steps can now be shown to correlate with predicted events in cosmic and geologic history. A much younger timeframe for humankind is demonstrated by the science of genetics supporting the view that humankind is a special creation with a recent origin influenced by two “bottleneck” events - just what the Bible claims. Furthermore, the effect of mutations to the human genome not only undermines Evolution, but requires that humankind is both recent and can anticipate just a brief lifespan. These claims are explored in later chapters of the book after we describe the embedded information supporting the Divine authorship of the Bible (2) and the perfection of Creation (4 and 5). In the final chapter (10) we show that Noah’s Flood was a very real event with a dramatic implication to the history of humankind supported by a deep divine, archaeological and geophysical signature. 

This book could have been one of many written to contend with the multitude of arguments that the secularist-humanist fraternity has used to attack the Bible. Instead it aims to bring together key information gleaned from the many years of research accumulated by outstanding Biblical scholars, notably Ethelbert Bullinger, Grant Jeffrey, James Harrison, Dave Hunt, Kenneth Johnson, Chuck Missler and Victor Pearce to establish the Divinely-inspired truth of the whole Biblical narrative. This is then integrated with the scientific evidence to demonstrate the convergence of recent scientific discoveries with the Bible account. Mentioned in passing are just a few of the impressive recent advances in archaeological research by workers such as Nelson Glueck, Kenneth Kitchen and Douglas Petrovitch, and the translations of ancient documents such as the Armarna and Ebla tablets; year by year these are making great strides to confirm the historical record of the Bible, especially of the Old Testament. Instead the text aims to challenge the reader with a scientific knowledge gleaned from the media and academic training, to see that they can reject the secular view that the Bible is merely a collection of myths in conflict with the findings of modern science. Because the text covers such a vast and diverse range of material, referencing is primarily limited to the major sources, but it is one of the positive facets of the internet that every topic mentioned here can be investigated further by a brief search. 

Our explanation for the Six Days of Creation follows the ground-breaking discovery of Gerald Schroeder published in his 1997 book “The Science of God” showing that by incorporating relativity into our knowledge of geologic and cosmic histories, we reconcile the time spans implied by Genesis Chapter One with recent scientific knowledge. An understanding of the Biblical Hebrew has been greatly aided by Dr Schroeder’s books, and the importance of the original Hebrew words has been further enlightened by the work of Dr Haim Shore (2005). Dr Schroeder is a follower of Judaism and gained much insight into his analysis from the writings of the ancient Jewish sages. However unlike him, we believe that the Trinity of the Godhead is crucial to understanding the three-fold nature of humankind and Creation. His philosophical approach considers that there are just good things and bad things that happen to people, whereas we prefer to acknowledge the presence of the Satanic realm both in terms of the GAP preceding God’s six steps transforming chaos into order, in the numeric properties of the Biblical text, and in the unfolding of each Biblical dispensation. Thus, whilst the subtitles of our respective books highlighting the convergence of science and the Bible are similar, Dr Schroeder deals with the Tanakh, our Old Testament, whereas this book aims to incorporate both Old and New Testaments into the analysis. 

Whilst acknowledging the same Divinity, the differing perspectives of Christianity and Judaism have two primary foundations. The first is the interpretation of the Messianic texts, particularly in the Book of Isaiah. The Christian interpretation is that the “suffering servant” of Chapter 53, implied also by other prophecies in the Tanakh, is the Lord Jesus Christ who as the central member of the Trinity became the perfect man to offer Himself as the redeemer for the sin of humankind and restore the relationship with its Creator. In Judaism, and based primarily on the interpretation of the medieval sages, it is the traumas of Israel that represent this suffering servant; the still-anticipated Messiah will be purely human and restore a fallen physical world. The second contrast emerges from the common Hebraic root of the words “sin” and “miss”. Whilst this allows sin to be regarded as “missing the mark” and annually dealt with at the appointed time of Yom Kippur in the pattern of repetition of the Old Testament Levitical practises, the Christian interpretation is that sin is an offence and rebellion against a holy God who cannot tolerate sin: beginning in Genesis Chapter Three, continuing through the warnings of the prophets, temporarily covered by the shadow practices instituted by Moses, it is only ultimately dealt with by God becoming man in the form of the Lord Jesus Christ and graciously taking the burden upon Himself for all those who would acknowledge what He has done. 

The overwhelming body of the Biblical text is therefore concerned with God’s aim of restoring humankind from its fallen condition. It actually has rather little to tell us about His extraordinary supreme act of creating the Earth and Universe. Nevertheless what it does tell us is no longer in conflict with modern Science. It is the primary aim of the book to demonstrate this. The uncertainty of the neutral position between belief and unbelief is not a comfortable one. The person who rejects the need for the Creator God in spite of the evidence He presents in His Creation is an a^theist. This is Greek for “without God”. It is condemned in the Scriptures (“The fool hath said in his heart, there is no God”, Psalms 14:1 and 53:1) because it produces a mindset leading to the consequences we have noted above in the Book of Romans Chapter One. When obstinate unbelief is adopted in spite of clear evidence to the contrary in the perfection of Creation, God regards this as “wickedness” (Daniel 12:10, Luke 24:25). The neutral position unwilling to reject the claims of either side is described as a^gnostic in the Greek for “without knowledge”; the unfortunate equivalent in the Latin is ignoramus “we do not know”. On one of his many YouTube postings the late Bible teacher Dr Chuck Missler once said “I am tired of people telling me that you cannot prove the Bible - quite simply, YOU CAN!” We hope that the information compiled in this book will help the reader with an enquiring mind to endorse the Book of books and accept the free offering of grace that it promises together with the eternal security that follows.




	
		* See: Ham, K., Beemer, B and Hillard, T., 2018. Already Gone, Master Books, Green Forest, Arkansas, 190pp.

	




	

Chapter 1

The Bible: Integrity and reliability of the Old and New Testament Transcripts
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All scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness (2 Timothy 3:16)

Do not My words do good to him that walketh uprightly? (Micah 2:7)

1.1 Introduction: The Book we have Today 

The word “Bible” is derived from the Greek word for book, “biblios”, which in turn derives from the name of the papyrus reeds (byblos) used to make the scrolls on which the texts were originally recorded. The word in the Hebrew Scriptures usually translated as “covenant” in English has several meanings including “testament”. God promised the prophet Jeremiah that He would make a new testament (Jeremiah 31:31). The Old (Tanakh) and New testaments are therefore logically included in the same book and we explore allusions to the unity between them in this and subsequent chapters. Each book of the Bible originally ran as a continuous narrative. The chapter divisions that we use today were created by the French friar Hugo Cardinalis (~1200-1263) in about 1240 AD. He wrote a concordance to aid study of the Latin Vulgate Bible which he linked to divisions that have since become chapters. Then between 1437 and 1448 Mordecai Nathan, a Jewish rabbi, subdivided the chapters created by Hugo into the numbered verses that we retain today (Jeffrey 1997). The chapter divisions have not always proved to be ideal because they sometimes interrupt the continuity of a theme. Nevertheless the divisions of the Bible into chapters and verses created in medieval times greatly aids our ability to find our way around the whole book.

In this chapter we outline the histories of the Old and New Testaments of the Bible, emphasizing the integrity and magnitude of the resource base on which they are founded. Throughout this history we see an extraordinary conflict unfolding between the efforts to preserve the precision of the primary revelation, and the efforts to confuse and destroy its message. This would appear to have a spiritual context explored in the concluding comments to Chapter 2 and then later in Chapter 7. That we are able to demonstrate the integrity of the original records after intervals of up to 3500 years is a testimony to the truth that God does indeed oversee the preservation of His Word, just as He declares in the text (Isaiah 55:11, Jeremiah 1:12 and Matthew 24:35), with this theme repeated in the three synoptic gospels of Matthew, Mark and Luke). The Old Testament mentions a number of secular records of ancient Jewish history which have long since vanished from history (Pearce 1993). Instead we have an honest record repeatedly able to record the failures and bad deeds of a people who were nevertheless chosen by God to bring His light to the world. To give His viewpoint he sent inspired prophets who were embraced by good kings but only tolerated, or even executed, by bad kings. Jeremiah tells us there were many false prophets in his time - their views are rarely recorded, and then only to show that they were proved wrong. 

The true prophets were men and women of absolute obedience under God’s authority. Unlike the priests and scribes who oversaw rituals and copied and interpreted the law, only prophets had the authority to cry “Thus saith the Lord”. The Scriptures record that they combined intense prayer with great faith and compassion. They would not be silenced and for this they were often grievously punished. Whilst they seem to have had no major secular responsibilities, they recognized that God’s reputation was at the heart of every controversy He had with humankind. They were always confident that their prophecies would be fulfilled either over a near or distant time frame, indeed the Jewish concept of prophecy is pattern, so that a prophecy can be unfolded in future history more than once. The Encyclopedia of Biblical Prophecy records 1,239 prophecies in the Tanakh and 578 in the writings of the Apostles comprising a third of the Bible. Many, including ~300 prophecies concerned with the First Coming of the Lord Jesus Christ, have already been precisely fulfilled (see Johnson 2010 and http://messiahfactor.com); given this evidence, the future fulfillment of the remainder can confidently be anticipated. 

1.2 The Biblical Texts

1.2.1 The Old Testament (the Tanakh)

The prophet Jeremiah, the “weeping prophet” who witnessed the final destruction of the nation of Judah by the Babylonians in 586 BC, is regarded by Jewish Talmudic sources as responsible for faithfully compiling and preserving the Tanakh up to his day together with his scribe Baruch. In addition to the Torah, this would have included the history books up to Kings and Chronicles and the record of the prophets that preceded him. Both Jewish and Christian sources then acknowledge that the Hebrew books making up the common Old Testament (Catholic and Orthodox versions include some additional books) were collected by the Prophet Ezra when he returned to Jerusalem in 538 BC with a small rump of Jewish people after their 70 years of exile in Babylon. Ezra divided the writings into three groups comprising the Torah (the Law or Pentateuch), the Nevi’im (the Prophets) and the Ketuvim (the Holy Writings). The younger people returning to Jerusalem were by then only speaking the Aramaic Chaldean language of Babylon; the Scriptures would therefore be read to them in Hebrew and then explained by Chaldean commentaries known as the Targums. These Targums have since proved to be a valuable source of ancient commentary on the earlier books of the Bible (Jeffrey 1997). In the overlapping Book of Nehemiah which follows Ezra’s own testament, we are told how the unfolding of the Scriptures by Ezra in this way brought new understanding to the people and a temporary spiritual revival (Nehemiah 8:7-12). 

This inspired the returnees who found themselves under hostile opposition from unfriendly neighbours. They were encouraged in the work of rebuilding Jerusalem by the additional books of the practical Prophet Haggai and the visionary Prophet Zechariah. The books of these latter authors, together with the last Book of Malachi written during a succeeding time characterised by deterioration into apostasy, completed the canon of Scripture of twenty-two books. This is known by the acronym “Tanakh” derived from Ezra’s three divisions Torah - Nevi’im - Ketuvim. The historian Josephus writing at the time of the Apostles records that just twenty-two books comprised the Tanakh with the number twenty books corresponding to the number of letters in the Hebrew alphabet. The number 22 has extensive numeric significance in the context of Divine revelation and has long been seen as significant of completeness by the Jewish people (http://www.askelm.com/restoring/res003.htmm). However, after the destruction of Jerusalem and the Temple by the Romans in 70 AD and the rebellion of 132-135 AD which excluded Jews from Judea, the centre of Rabbinic authority moved eastward. At some later time for reasons which remain obscure, the rabbis (probably in Babylon) divided the 22 books into the 24 books of the present Hebrew Bible.*1 

The subdivision of the Old Testament into thirty-nine books in the Christian Bible seems to have originated in Greek translations made in Egypt in the 3rd century. Histories linked by a common timeline for example, were subdivided so that the Book of Judges became Judges and Ruth, whilst the succeeding histories became the books of Samuel 1 and 2, Kings 1 and 2 and Chronicles 1 and 2, and the books of the prophets were individualised. These changes were formalised by Jerome (349-420 AD), a Latin priest who translated most of the Hebrew and Greek originals to produce the Latin Bible, the Vulgate. When added to the 27 New Testament books this transformed the total number of books in the Bible from 49, seen as a perfect number (7 x 7), to 66 which has the stamp of the Biblical number of man (6, see Chapter 5). For this reason, attempts were made from time to time to revise this numbering by the Catholic Church although the total number of books in the Bible remains sixty six to this day.

Compilation and primary authorship of the first five books comprising the Torah or Pentateuch is usually attributed to Moses which would date it ~1440-1410 BC. The Book of Exodus records that Phineas, a grandson of the High Priest Aaron the brother of Moses, acted as a scribe for him. Deuteronomy, the last book of the five, was subject to some later editing (presumably by Phineas) to conclude the record of Moses’ death.*2 There has also been some editing of place names, probably by Ezra some 800 years later. Thus the “Mount of the Lord” where Abraham went to sacrifice Isaac (Genesis 22:14) was actually Mount Moriah in his day, and only given its new name after the Temple had been built there. The city known as Laish in the time of Moses was renamed Dan after the tribe that later occupied it, and Avaris (Peru-nefu) the city settled by the Hebrews in Egypt, was revised to Pi Ramses, although Pharaoh Ramses II did not reign until ~150 years after the time of the Exodus. 

In addition to the giving of the Law and the institution of Levitical worship, the Torah is a book of history. Following a record of ten successive pre-Flood patriarchs from Adam (see Chapter 10.2.3), it notes the descendents of Noah and hints at their subsequent dispersal before focusing on God’s call to Abraham (~2150-1990 BC). He was drawn to leave a Sumerian world centered on the idolatrous city of Babylon and move across the Fertile Crescent to a Promised Land where he was to remain a wanderer, but become the progenitor of the Jewish race preserved through tight inter-tribal marriage and the practice of circumcision. His grandson Jacob, later renamed ‘Israel’ by God (Genesis 32:28) would have 12 sons to father the 12 tribes of Israel.*3 The family of Jacob had expanded to 70 people by ~1875 BC when they moved to Egypt to alleviate the impact of a time of famine. By that time one son, Joseph, had already become a leading authority in Egypt second only to the Pharaoh, and Jacob’s families would enjoy a time of blessing, subsequently followed by a period of serfdom as the Egyptians became fearful of the rapid expansion of their population. After a sojourn lasting 430 years they would be led out of Egypt by Moses whose leadership molded them into a nation and returned them to the border of the Promised Land.

The Book of Job is considered to be the oldest book in the Bible because it appears to relate to events that occurred during the interval when the Israelites were in Egypt, or possibly even before. Job may have been a named son of Issachar, who was himself one of the 12 sons of Jacob during the long sojourn in Egypt (Genesis 46:13); this is less likely because the record of Job seems to be unrelated to the family of Israel. The writings of Job were probably collected by Moses, who we are told was trained in all the skills of Egypt which doubtless included literary matters. Modern research indicates that Moses wrote in a form of proto-Hebrew more readily understood by the people than the Egyptian Hieroglyphics or the Sumerian cuneiform. It forms the basis of our modern alphabet, a name derived from the first two letters (aleph - beth) preserving its Hebraic origins.*4 

Whilst leading the Israelites through the wilderness, Moses had to communicate to a population likely exceeding two million people and the Tribe of Levi was set aside to copy the law and transmit it to the people (Deuteronomy 31:24-26). The Torah as completed by Moses’ scribe Phineas, was placed in the Ark of the Covenant. The Book of Joshua follows the books of the Torah and describes the movement into, and the occupation, albeit incomplete, of the Promised Land at ~1410 BC. Characters in the story of Joshua were evidently still alive when his book was being compiled (Joshua 6:25) and the phrase “unto this day” appears several times to endorse a contemporary account. Joshua housed the Ark at Shiloh and is recorded as reading it to the people when they entered the Promised Land (Joshua 8:31-35). The archaeological record has identified the signature of this invasion, whilst the Tel el Armana tablets record pleading by the indigenous Canaanite people to the Pharaoh for aid in dealing with the Israelite invasion; he did not respond, likely due to his memory of the damage already inflicted on Egypt by the Israelite Exodus (Pearce 1998). 

Once the tribes had moved to occupy their allocated portions of the Promised Land serious observance of the Torah largely lapsed as they fought to fend off the hostile inhabitants already present, and often became absorbed into their pagan cultures. The history recorded in the Book of Judges covers approximately 340 years of rule by 7 major and 6 minor judges falling into seven cycles of apostasy and defeat followed by repentance and revival, then rapidly sinking back into apostasy. It embraces the history of Israel from the death of Joshua in ~1390 BC to the penultimate judge, Samson, who ruled during an era of Philistine domination, and then the crowning of Saul, the first king of Israel, by the last Judge Samuel in ~1050 BC. Samuel likely compiled the books of the Tanakh up to his time; an indication of this is the absence of any serious mention of Jerusalem, then a little-known place of small significance, which would go on to become at the heart of the Jewish people. To ensure a faithful continuing record, Samuel established a school of scribes and prophets (1 Samuel 19:20-21) which was still active more than 300 years later in the era of the prophets Elijah, Elisha (2 Kings 6:1) and probably Jonah. A unity of purpose of the tribes (now expanded from 12 to 13 to include descendants of the two sons of Joseph) was only finally achieved under the strong leadership of Samuel. It was to turn them into the nation of ancient Israel but with a unified history lasting only until the death of King Solomon in ~931 BC. King David was zealous in worship, adding much poetry and music now included in the Book of Psalms, and bringing order to the Levitical priesthood. His son Solomon known as a brilliant and wise king, built the first temple and added much wisdom to the accumulating scriptures. Sadly the influence of his wives, many from surrounding pagan nations, later soured his commitment to the Torah and his arrogant son Rehoboam tore the kingdom apart. 

The subsequent formation of the separate nations of Israel in the north and Judah in the south divided approximately on tribal lines; ten of the tribes inherited from Jacob’s 12 sons occupied Israel and two (Judah and Benjamin) occupied Judah. The successive kings of Israel are all recorded as bad kings. They established an alternative worship system which quickly lapsed into the Baal worship that the Prophet Elijah had to contend with. Whilst the kings of Israel endeavored to prevent their people from visiting Jerusalem to worship according to the ordinances of the Torah, intermingling evidently took place. The more zealous members of all tribes believed that their worship would only be acceptable if it took place in the Temple established by the kings David and Solomon in Jerusalem which now lay in the nation of Judah (2 Chronicles 15:9). The histories of these two nations from the time of Samuel until their destructions by the Babylonian and Persian empires are documented in detail by the books of Samuel, Kings and Chronicles. The nation of ancient Israel disappears from history completely in 722 BC with the defeated people scattered throughout the Assyrian Empire. In keeping with the Assyrian policy of destroying enemy power structures, they conducted ethnic cleansing by dispersing the Jews throughout their empire and replacing them with the Samaritans. The Samaritans were nevertheless influenced by a relict Jewish heritage and acquired a Biblical record up to the time of the Judaic king Hezekiah (reigned 715-686 BC); this scroll comprises the Samaritan Old Testament and provides a further record of the books preserved by the Jews up to that time. 

The judgment of the nation of Judah was delayed by a number of righteous kings, notably Jehoshaphat, Hezekiah and Josiah, that aimed to achieve revival by restoring the teaching of the Torah. When King Josiah reopened the closed Temple after a long period of neglect, the Torah was rediscovered (2 Kings 22:8) and this may well have been the original transcript from the time of the Exodus. However, within 40 years of the end of a 55-year reign by the particularly wicked king Manasseh, final judgment and destruction by Babylon became inevitable; the nation had by then become so decayed by strife, famine and disease that Nebuchadnezzar found only ~4,600 Jews worth taking into exile. Whilst Jeremiah was left behind to observe the devastation of his nation, Daniel of the Royal line and the priest Ezekiel were amongst the exiles. Daniel is recorded as having access to the Torah and the books written by Jeremiah, and likely to the remainder of the scriptures secured by Jeremiah (Johnson 2010a). After an interrupted story comprising 70 years of exile, a rump of ancient Judah was allowed to return from Babylon, albeit under oppression; this is traditionally interpreted by Bible scholars as a concession by God due to His promise to David that a descendent of His would sit on the throne of a future united Israel (2 Samuel 7:16). 

Whilst all ancient manuscripts compiled first by Jeremiah and then by Ezra were destroyed with the destruction of the First and Second Temples, or lost with the passage of time, we can be confident that they record events close to the times at which they occurred. The Abrahamic record for example, incorporates the Hittite legal code still used when Moses compiled the Torah in ~1400 BC, although abandoned in later times (Pearce 1998). Moses is recorded as keeping a record of the forty years of wandering through the wilderness (Numbers 33:2) even to the point of recording one item on the same day (Deuteronomy 31:22). The details of Levitical worship practice and the trials during this long sojourn indicate a record close to the time of the events they describe, both because the ordained festivals have been kept by Jewish people ever since, and because they accord with archaeological evidence discovered in the Arabian desert at the site of the ancient land of Midian where much of the wilderness experience was played out. The history books of Joshua and Judges following the Torah include frequent references to items that were with them “to this day” implying that long-vanished features were there when the texts were compiled. 

Frustratingly, Moses does not name the Pharaoh of the Exodus, but this was characteristic of the writing style in his times when the word “Pharaoh” referred to a status and not to a man; ~700 years later during the age of the Israelite Kings, when Pharaohs were no longer supreme figures, the Pharaoh Nechoh is specifically named (2 Kings 23:33). Moses does not even name his adoptive and protective mother, although this was probably Hatshetsup because she was the only surviving child in the Royal line of Thutmose 1, the Pharaoh at the time of his birth in ~1526 BC. Hatshetsup would go on to become the most important queen in the history of ancient Egypt and was perhaps favored by God because of her special relationship to Moses.*5

Hatshetsup either died or fell from grace in ~1488 BC and probably within two years Moses would flee into the wilderness of Midian in north west Arabia. It seems that once he had begun God’s commission of leading the Israelites out of Egypt and turning them into a nation, his past life as a Prince of Egypt, covered by just fourteen verses in Exodus Chapter 2, was to be discarded. We rely on the historian Josephus writing at the time of the Apostles to provide more details of this era. From the Bible record alone it is evident that Moses had the most extraordinary life occupying three 40 year periods beginning with an exalted position in Egypt, followed by a long, essentially personal, wilderness experience accompanied by Divine encounters. He would then return to Egypt to lead the now greatly-expanded family of Hebrews out of bondage, turn them into a nation, and after a tumultuous 40-year history of wilderness wanderings, take them to the borders of the Promised Land. His final words to the nation are recorded in the last chapters of the Book of Deuteronomy and include great wisdom and prophecy. Of particular interest to the theme of this book is Deuteronomy 32:7 where he divides time into “the days of old” and “the years of many generations”. As we explore in Chapters 8 and 9, this apparent division of time before and after Adam becomes instrumental in understanding Genesis Chapter One.

Beginning with Ezra’s return to Jerusalem there is a short final record of the ancient history of the Jewish people covering the closing of the fifth century BC (~538-510 BC). The Book of Nehemiah is a pivotal narrative concluding this history and the Book of Maccabees notes that he established a library to secure the Biblical record up to his time. Nehemiah’s book is the only one recorded throughout in the first person singular and his mission becomes a type of the forthcoming Messiah. It had two purposes. Firstly, he rebuilds the Walls of Jerusalem and secures the future of the Jewish remnant, initiating this task in 444 BC.*6 Secondly, he anticipates the Messianic era to follow by including the last Biblical record of the Jewish people, and then coinciding his ministry with the beginning of the countdown of the remainder of history; this is covered by the outstanding “Seventy Weeks of Years” prophecy given to the Prophet Daniel in 536 BC and recorded in Chapter 9:24-27 of Daniel’s book (see Johnson 2010a). It may be for this reason that God provides no more history of Israel, although we know much more from the Books of Maccabees covering the interval 175-134 BC, and the writings of the historian Josephus. Also, the final Chapters Eleven and Twelve of the Book of Daniel describe a further prophetic revelation given to the prophet in 533 BC predicting with remarkable precision the events that would take the Jewish people into the Messianic era. Daniel recorded part of his book (Chapters 2:4 - 7:28) in Aramaic (Syriac), a language already in use when the Assyrians invaded Israel; he likely did this because the prophetic subjects concern the gentile world. In contrast now an old man, from Chapter eight onwards he returns to the Hebrew with prophecies of primary concern to the Jewish people. In Chapter nine, after an intense period of repentance for the sins of his people he is given the Seventy Weeks of Years prophecy predicting the death and resurrection of the Lord Jesus Christ. Three years later after an intense spiritual struggle spanning three weeks covering the 6th and 7th Levitical festivals of Atonement and Tabernacles, he is given the future of his people recorded in Chapter 10 onwards; this time no mention is included of the death and resurrection of the Messiah, presumably because the Jews as a nation would reject Him at His first coming. 

The books of the earlier prophets (Isaiah, Jeremiah, Ezekiel, Hosea, Joel, Amos, Micah Nahum, Habakkuk and Zephaniah) comprise messages given to a succession of men (for which most of them were persecuted and sometimes killed) during the waning years of the nations of ancient Israel and Judah as these nations sank more and more into apostasy. However, their collective messages include not only warnings of the dangers of this apostasy, but also many predictions concerning the First and Second comings of the Lord Jesus Christ, as well as the distant future of the Jewish people. As carefully documented by Johnson (2010b), many of these prophecies have already been precisely fulfilled and provide a key facet for confirming the Divine inspiration of the Scriptures (see also Table 5.1 footnotes in Chapter 5).
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