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Welcome to


MY WORLD





Hi! I’m Humphrey. I’m lucky to be the classroom hamster in Room 26 of Longfellow School. It’s a big job because I have to go home with a different student each weekend and try to help my friends. Luckily, my cage has a lock-that-doesn’t-lock, so I can get out and have BIG-BIG-BIG adventures!



















I’d like you to meet


some of my friends
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Og


a frog, is the other classroom pet in Room 26. He makes a funny sound: BOING!
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Mrs Brisbane


is our teacher. She really understands her students – even me!
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Lower-Your-Voice-A.J.


has a loud voice and calls me Humphrey Dumpty.
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Wait-For-The-Bell-Garth


is A.J.’s best friend and a good friend of mine, too.
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Golden-Miranda


has golden hair, like I do. She also has a dog named Clem. Eeek!
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Speak-Up-Sayeh


is unsqueakably smart, but she’s shy and doesn’t like to speak in class.
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Aldo Amato


is a grown-up who cleans Room 26 at night. He’s a special friend who always brings me a treat and seems to understand my squeaks better than most humans.
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Repeat-It-Please-Richie


is Aldo’s nephew and a classmate of mine.




 





I think you’ll like my other friends, too, such as Stop-Giggling-Gail, Pay-Attention-Art,  Raise-Your-Hand-Heidi and Sit-Still-Seth.
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1


Surprising News





I’ve learned a lot about school in the short time I’ve lived in one.


As a classroom hamster, I get to see and hear everything that goes on in Room 26.


One thing I’ve learned is that it’s important to listen to our teacher.


Mrs Brisbane is unsqueakably smart. She’s a good teacher, too. 


I’ve also learned that it’s important to listen to the headmaster, Mr Morales.


Mr Morales is the Most Important Person at Longfellow School.
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One Monday when he came into our classroom, he said something very important.


It was also quite surprising.


‘As you know, class, the Longfellow School Summer Fair is coming up on Saturday,’ he said.


My friends got very excited.


‘WILL THERE BE CAKE?’ A.J. asked.


A.J.’s voice is very loud, so I call him Lower-Your-Voice-A.J.


Mr Morales said there would be cake.


There would also be games and crafts and things that sounded like FUN-FUN-FUN. 


‘Yippee!’ I shouted.


Of course, all that my friends heard was a very loud ‘Squeak!’


‘This year, we’re trying to raise money for new playground equipment. We’re adding something new,’ Mr Morales said. ‘And you will all be part of it.’


‘Are you listening, Og?’ I squeaked to my neighbour.


Og is a frog. He lives in a tank right next to my cage on a long table by the window.


Since I can’t see his ears, I’m never sure if he’s listening or not.


‘BOING-BOING!’ he answered in his funny voice. 
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 I guess he was listening after all.
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‘The students in each room are going to do a project about what they like best about their class. Everyone will make posters and banners,’ Mr Morales explained.
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‘Oooh,’ my classmates said.
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‘Then, in the afternoon, all classes will parade their banners around the school field,’ Mr Morales said. ‘There will be a prize for the best class presentation.’


‘Ahhh,’ my classmates said.


‘Do you think Room 26 will win?’ Mrs Brisbane asked the class.


Every student shouted ‘Yes!’ including me.


After Mr Morales left, Mrs Brisbane talked to the class about maths.


I was so excited, I hopped on my wheel for a fast spin.


I should have listened to Mrs Brisbane, but all I could think about was the fair. 




*





‘It sounds exciting, doesn’t it, Og?’ I asked when we were alone during breaktime.
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‘BOING-BOING!’ Og answered.


‘Cake tastes yummy. And games are fun!’ I squeaked.


‘BOING-BOING-BOING!’ Og agreed.
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‘I just have one question, Og. Do you think Room 26 will win the prize?’ I asked. 


Og dived into the water and splashed loudly.


I guess he wasn’t sure.


I wasn’t sure, either. But I knew we’d find out VERY-VERY-VERY soon.




*





I heard my friends say some very odd things when they came back from break.


‘Coconuts,’ Garth said.


Gail giggled and said, ‘Sponges!’


Stop-Giggling-Gail loves to giggle, but I had never heard her laugh about sponges before.


Sayeh, who I call Speak-Up-Sayeh because she hardly ever speaks, smiled and said,  ‘Face painting!’


Face painting – what was that?


I hoped she was talking about paintings of faces.


Painting on faces would be VERY-VERY-VERY messy.
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