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Dedicated to my art teacher, Mr. Gillis, who not only introduced me to traditional crow quill pen and ink drawing but who also, more importantly, inspired this student to pursue his passion.
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Introduction


The goal of this book is simple: have fun while learning to draw a wide range of very detailed and realistic animals with a methodical approach using affordable pens and markers.


I’ve been drawing with basic black pens ever since I can remember, going all the way back to elementary school, when I would draw animals and people with inexpensive ballpoint pens on whatever drawing materials I could find. As I got older, I was introduced to more sophisticated drawing instruments. During my high school days, I started using a crow quill pen and inkwell thanks to my art teacher. I was hooked from the very first line I ever drew with the crow quill. The level of small detail I could create was well beyond anything I had ever achieved with my old and tired ballpoint pens. After high school, I went to college to pursue a degree in art and was introduced to high-end mechanical pens. Mechanical pens are amazing tools to use, but they are also costly and require a significant amount of maintenance to keep clean and functional.


Today, pen manufacturers continue to introduce amazing and affordable quality pens and markers used for drawing a broad range of subjects, from very technical mechanical drawings to highly detailed animals from all corners of the world. In this book, I share basic drawing techniques and tips achievable with the most affordable pens available at nearly every craft supply, office supply, and art store in your neighborhood.


I’ve always enjoyed drawing animals, especially those that have a lot of surface detail, such as scaly iguanas or long-haired yaks. They can be a challenge to draw, but they are very rewarding to complete. The process I use to draw all my animals—which I’ll teach you in this book—is one that has evolved over years of trial and error. In my earlier years, when I would begin a new drawing, I would start from one side and move to the other, filling in every detail along the way. Sometimes this worked well, but not always. More times than I care to remember, I would have a piece 80 percent completed, only to realize that the tail of the dog I drew first was proportionately too small for the dog’s head that I was about to draw. I was determined to come up with a better approach to avoid having too many disproportionate and oddly shaped animals.
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This is the kind of crow quill pen that taught me to really excel at drawing. But for you to draw the animals in this book, all you need are inexpensive pens and markers!





In this book, I take you through my repetitive but effective and easy-to-follow, step-by-step drawing process for twenty-six animals. The process can be summed up simply: stipple an outline first before adding layers of details, building up the realistic animal one layer at a time. No method is foolproof, but this method keeps you focused and gives you the breathing room you need to stop and step back throughout the drawing process to evaluate changes that you may need to make.


Please enjoy this book as much as I enjoyed writing it; have fun capturing, layer by layer, the essence of each animal!
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Pens and Paper


There are two choices you need to make at the beginning of any drawing: what kind of paper and pens will you use? There’s no quick or necessarily right or wrong answer. It mostly comes down to your preferences and goals. Is drawing a pastime you like to do to unwind and escape from your busy day? Or are you looking to eventually sell your artwork and preserve it for generations? Do you just like to doodle and want to sharpen your drawing skills, draw on the go, and keep a small sketchbook by your side? Or do you plan to have a studio with a drawing table, specialized lighting, and a flat file for storing art?


For this book, everything has been drawn with inexpensive pens (under $3 each) and very affordable drawing paper found at your nearest office supply or craft store. This is a good place for beginners to start, and you can build up to more professional and high-quality tools over time if you desire. With that said, following are a few quick tips to help orient you to experimenting with pens and papers.


Pens


There is a vast array of very affordable pens and markers on the market today from many different manufacturers around the world. The only way to truly know what works best for you is to test and experiment.


There are several things to consider when purchasing a pen. As you test new pens, think about each of these aspects to decide whether the pen is right for you and for the drawing you are doing.


Comfort: Is it comfortable in your hand? You don’t want your hand to cramp after only fifteen minutes of use. Even if every other aspect of the pen is great, an uncomfortable pen might not be worth it, because it makes the experience of drawing unpleasant!


Ink flow: Does the ink flow evenly and produce a consistent black line? Some pens produce a more watered-down, grayish line instead of a true black, or skip as you draw, which is frustrating.
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Round-tipped pens create consistent, thin lines, whereas chisel-tipped pens create both thin and thick lines.





Bleed: Does the ink bleed, not producing a crisp, clean line? Bleeding can be due to paper not meant for heavy ink use, such as everyday copy paper or school notebook paper. Bleeding can also be due to very thin, most often water-based inks.


Drying speed: How fast does the ink dry? You don’t want to spend twenty minutes working a lot of fur detail into your drawing to then suddenly see small smear lines appear after lightly rubbing your hand over an area. I know from experience that it is very important to test and note the drying time with any new pen before you begin working with it.


Durability: How long does the pen tip hold its shape? Finding tips that stand up to constant stippling and pressure is very important. As you experiment, you’ll begin to see which brands can be used over and over again and which ones lose their edge (literally and figuratively) after only a couple of drawings. Ink life is also a factor of durability: how long does the ink in a pen last?
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