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Little Known Facts About Well Known People by Dale Carnegie is not written as a conventional historical or biographical work, but as a collection of striking, provocative stories designed to shock, amuse, and inspire. Each chapter is built around a bold claim drawn from the book's table of contents, presenting famous figures through paradox, irony, and surprise rather than documented chronology. The result is a series of vivid narrative sketches that challenge the reader's assumptions about greatness. Albert Einstein is introduced as a former school dunce, someone whose early failures stand in stark contrast to his later reputation as a "wizard" of science. Edgar Allan Poe appears as a poet who married a child and earned almost nothing for a decade of work, while Cleopatra is framed through her power to win the love of two of the greatest leaders of her age. Carnegie delights in unlikely transformations. Greta Garbo is remembered as once working in a barber's shop before becoming an icon, and Guglielmo Marconi as an inventor so disruptive that people supposedly tried to shoot him for creating wireless communication. Rudolf is evoked through haunting imagery of tragedy rather than royal grandeur. Power and success are repeatedly stripped of glamour. Catherine the Great rules an empire yet lives a scandalous private life; Napoleon Bonaparte keeps a bride waiting at the altar; Charlie Chaplin changes world history without personal thrill; and Walt Disney builds a fortune from a mouse and three pigs. Through these exaggerated, memorable contrasts, Carnegie suggests a single idea: greatness is rarely neat, dignified, or predictable. It is often born from embarrassment, contradiction, and astonishing reversals—making fame far more human than legendary.
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Spies have always lived in the shadows, slipping between worlds, crafting false identities, and risking their lives in ways most of us can barely imagine. The thrill of espionage isn't just found in fiction—history itself is full of men and women who led double lives, navigating political upheaval, war, and deception to shape the course of events. Their stories captivate us because they reveal the hidden forces behind history, proving that the greatest battles are often fought in secret. Whether working as daring agents, military scouts, intelligence operatives, or master manipulators, these extraordinary figures remind us that truth is often stranger—and more thrilling—than fiction. The Real Double Life of a Spy: 20 Memoirs & Biographies of Extraordinary Historical Figures delves into the lives of these fascinating individuals, offering firsthand accounts and expert narratives that bring their covert missions to life. One of the most iconic stories in this collection is Scenes in the Life of Harriet Tubman, which chronicles the incredible courage of a woman who risked everything to free enslaved people through the Underground Railroad—becoming, in essence, a real-life spy working behind enemy lines. Equally daring is Nurse and Spy in the Union Army by S. Emma E. Edmonds, a gripping account of a woman who disguised herself as a man to serve as a soldier and secret agent during the Civil War. Few names are as synonymous with espionage as Nathan Hale, whose short but impactful life as a Revolutionary War spy is recounted in Nathan Hale by Jean Christie Root. Similarly, The Spy of the Rebellion by Allan Pinkerton offers a look at the Union's efforts to combat Confederate spies during the American Civil War, revealing a world of secret intelligence networks and high-stakes deception. Journal of Major André provides an intimate look at the British officer and spy who played a central role in Benedict Arnold's infamous betrayal. The collection also sheds light on global espionage, from Secret Service Under Pitt, which explores intelligence efforts during the Napoleonic Wars, to The German Spy System from Within, an anonymous exposé on wartime espionage operations. For those intrigued by the world of international intrigue, The Secret Life of Captain Sir Richard F. Burton unveils the astonishing adventures of the legendary explorer, linguist, and spy. These memoirs and biographies prove that the real world of espionage is just as thrilling as any novel—perhaps even more so. Through secret missions, coded messages, and dangerous double lives, these spies and operatives played a crucial role in shaping history. Their stories are a testament to courage, cunning, and the power of information in the hands of those willing to risk everything.
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Thomas Mann (1875–1955) zählt zu den bedeutendsten Schriftstellern der deutschen und europäischen Literatur. Geboren in Lübeck als Sohn eines Kaufmanns, prägten ihn früh das großbürgerliche Milieu und der Gegensatz zwischen Kunst und Bürgertum, der später zu einem zentralen Thema seines Werks wurde. Bereits mit seinem Debütroman Buddenbrooks gelang ihm ein literarischer Welterfolg, der 1929 mit dem Nobelpreis für Literatur gewürdigt wurde. Mann lebte und wirkte in Deutschland, der Schweiz und später im Exil in den USA, nachdem er sich offen gegen den Nationalsozialismus positioniert hatte. Sein Werk verbindet psychologische Tiefe, gesellschaftliche Analyse, Ironie und philosophische Reflexion. Thomas Manns Einfluss reicht weit über seine Lebenszeit hinaus: Er steht bis heute für einen humanistischen Geist, intellektuelle Verantwortung und die Auseinandersetzung mit den großen Fragen von Kultur, Moral und Geschichte. Thomas Manns Werke kreisen um den Konflikt zwischen Individuum und Gesellschaft, Geist und Leben, Kunst und Macht; sie sind bis heute spannend und beliebt, weil sie zeitlose menschliche Fragen mit erzählerischer Eleganz und geistiger Tiefe verbinden. Ihre literarische und kulturelle Bedeutung wirkt bis in die Gegenwart fort. Diese Sammlung vereint die größten und einflussreichsten Texte Thomas Manns und bietet einen umfassenden Überblick über sein literarisches Schaffen. Sie versammelt Romane, Novellen, Erzählungen und Dramen, die zu den Klassikern der deutschen Literatur gehören und den Autor in seiner ganzen thematischen und stilistischen Vielfalt zeigen: Buddenbrooks – Verfall einer Familie schildert den Niedergang einer Lübecker Kaufmannsfamilie über mehrere Generationen und ist ein Meisterwerk des realistischen Gesellschaftsromans. Der Zauberberg gilt als philosophischer Bildungsroman, der Krankheit, Zeit und Ideologien am Vorabend des Ersten Weltkriegs reflektiert. Mit Joseph und seine Brüder – bestehend aus Die Geschichten Jaakobs, Der junge Joseph, Joseph in Ägypten und Joseph der Ernährer – schuf Mann eine monumentale Neuerzählung biblischer Stoffe, die Mythos, Geschichte und Moderne verbindet. Doktor Faustus thematisiert Schuld, Genie und den moralischen Zusammenbruch Deutschlands anhand des Schicksals eines Komponisten. Lotte in Weimar und Der Erwählte zeigen Manns spielerisch-ironischen Umgang mit deutscher Kulturgeschichte, während Bekenntnisse des Hochstaplers Felix Krull als humorvoller Künstler- und Schelmenroman begeistert. Die Novellen, darunter Tonio Kröger, Der Tod in Venedig und Mario und der Zauberer, zählen zu Manns bekanntesten Texten und verdichten zentrale Motive wie Künstlerexistenz, Verführung, Macht und Tod. Sie zeichnen sich durch psychologische Präzision und symbolische Tiefe aus. Auch weniger bekannte Erzählungen erweitern dieses thematische Spektrum eindrucksvoll. Das Drama Fiorenza rundet die Sammlung ab und zeigt Thomas Manns literarische Vielseitigkeit.
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This carefully crafted ebook: "The Complete Works of Fyodor Dostoyevsky: Novels, Short Stories and Autobiographical Writings" is formatted for your eReader with a functional and detailed table of contents. Fyodor Dostoyevsky (1821-1881) was a Russian novelist, short story writer, essayist, journalist and philosopher. His literary works explore human psychology in the troubled political, social, and spiritual atmosphere of 19th-century Russia. Many of his works contain a strong emphasis on Christianity, and its message of absolute love, forgiveness and charity, explored within the realm of the individual, confronted with all of life's hardships and beauty. His major works include Crime and Punishment, The Idiot, Demons and The Brothers Karamazov. Many literary critics rate him as one of the greatest and most prominent psychologists in world literature. His novella Notes from Underground is considered to be one of the first works of existentialist literature. NOVELS: Netochka Nezvanova The Village of Stepanchikovo The House of the Dead Crime and Punishment The Idiot The Possessed (Demons) The Raw Youth (The Adolescent) The Brothers Karamazov The Insulted and the Injured NOVELLAS: Poor Folk The Double The Landlady Uncle's Dream Notes from Underground The Gambler The Permanent Husband SHORT STORIES: The Grand Inquisitor (Chapter from The Brothers Karamazov) Mr. Prohartchin A Novel in Nine Letters Another Man's Wife or, The Husband under the Bed A Faint Heart Polzunkov The Honest Thief The Christmas Tree and The Wedding White Nights A Little Hero An Unpleasant Predicament (A Nasty Story) The Crocodile Bobok The Heavenly Christmas Tree A Gentle Spirit The Peasant Marey The Dream of a Ridiculous Man LETTERS AND MEMOIRS: Letters of Fyodor Michailovitch Dostoyevsky to his Family and Friends Pages from the Journal of an Author, Fyodor Dostoevsky BIOGRAPHY: Fyodor Dostoyevsky, A Study by Aimée Dostoyevsky
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James Agee's 'A Death in the Family' is a poignant exploration of grief, family, and memory set against the backdrop of 1915 Knoxville, Tennessee. With a narrative that seamlessly weaves Christian mythos and Southern Gothic realism, Agee illuminates the haunting impacts of sudden loss when a father perishes in a car accident. The novel's lyrical prose captures the fragmented consciousness of a family grappling with the vacuum left by a beloved member. Intricate details of daily life and visceral introspections into each character's psyche render the book a masterpiece of emotional depth and poetic eloquence. Faced with the harsh finality of death, Agee's work dwells in the liminal space between memory and reality, touching on universal themes. James Agee, an esteemed author and critic, drew inspiration from his own painful childhood experience of losing his father. Born in Knoxville in 1909, Agee's intimate familiarity with the setting and event powers this deeply autobiographical novel. A prominent voice in depression-era and post-war America, Agee's journalistic prowess in exposing raw human emotions transcends into his fiction writing, highlighting his quest to understand the profundities of life and loss. His Pulitzer Prize-winning novel stands as a testament to his mastery in unfolding the complexities of familial and personal devastation. 'A Death in the Family' is highly recommended for readers seeking an emotionally powerful narrative that combines poignant realism with poetic delineation. Agee's ability to meticulously portray the vulnerability of the human condition in the face of grief makes this novel a timeless classic. Scholars, critics, and general readers alike will find resonance in the universality of loss and the enduring human spirit found within these pages. Agee's profound understanding of mortality and familial bonds offers invaluable insights, ensuring its place in the pantheon of great American literature.
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  Martin Johnson, who photographed thousands of lions in the wilds of Africa, killed only two. He told me that during twenty months of his last stay in Africa, he saw more lions than he had ever seen before; yet he never fired a gun once. In fact, he didn't even carry a gun.




  Some African explorers like to come back and tell about their blood-curdling experiences; but Martin Johnson believed that he or any other man who really knows the wild animals of Africa can walk from Cairo to the Cape armed with nothing more deadly than a bamboo walking stick and never suffer any harm.




  He also told me that the last time he went to Africa, he took along a fine radio set so he could listen to programs from America. He said he listened a great deal for the first month or two, and then he got so tired of listening to long, blatant commercial announcements, that he didn't turn on the radio for months at a time.




  Martin Johnson started roaming the world when he was fourteen years old. His father was a jeweler in Independence, Kansas, and when Martin was a boy, he used to unpack the crates that came from the far-flung corners of the compass. He was fascinated by the strange, colorful names on the labels—Paris, Geneva, Barcelona, Budapest—and he determined to put the dust of those towns under his heel. So one day he ran away, tramped over the United States, and finally shipped on a cattle boat to Europe. Landing in the Old World, he worked at anything he could find; but he couldn’t always find work. He went hungry in Brussels; in Brest, he stood gazing out across the Atlantic, discouraged and homesick; and in London, he had to sleep in packing boxes. In order to get back to America and Kansas, he hid himself as a stowaway in the lifeboat of a steamship bound for New York.




  Then something happened which changed the course of his whole existence, and set him out on trails of glamorous adventure. An engineer on the boat showed him a magazine containing an article by Jack London. Jack London told in this article how he intended to make a trip around the world in a little thirty-foot boat called the Snark.




  As soon as Johnson arrived home in Independence, he wrote a letter to Jack London. He poured out his soul in eight feverish pages, and begged to go along on that trip. “I’ve already been abroad,” he wrote. “I started from Chicago with $5.50 in my pocket, and when I got back, I still had twenty-five cents.”




  Two weeks passed—two weeks of nerve-wracking suspense. And then came a telegram from Jack London. It contained only three words—three words that changed Martin Johnson’s life. “Can you cook?” the telegram inquired with telegraphic abruptness and brevity.




  Could he cook? Why, he couldn’t even cook rice. But he wired back precisely three words—“Just try me”— then he went out and got himself a job in the kitchen of a restaurant.




  And when the Snark finally sailed across the rippling waters in San Francisco bay, and nosed her way out into the Pacific, Martin Johnson was aboard as chief cook and bottle washer, and his newly acquired culinary knowledge enabled him to make bread, omelets, gravy, soup, and even pudding. It was also his job to buy the provisions for the trip, and he calculated that he took along enough salt and pepper and other spices to last a normal crew something like two hundred years.




  He learned to navigate during that trip. He thought he was an expert navigator. So one day, just to show how smart he was, he tried to locate the position of the ship on the map. By that time, the Snark was in mid-Pacific swept along by billowing sails in the direction of Honolulu; but according to his nautical calculations, the ship was located squarely in the middle of the Atlantic Ocean!
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