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Surveyor to the Expedition.



II.—An Overland Expedition
from Port Denison to Cape York; under the command of F. and A.
Jardine, Esqrs. By Mr. [Archibald J.]
Richardson, Surveyor to the Expedition.




The Queensland Government having made
arrangements for forming a settlement at Cape York, it became
necessary to adopt some plan by means of which Cape York settlers
could be supplied with fresh meat and other necessaries. Mr.
Frank Jardine then agreed to take a herd of cattle overland to
meet the wants of the settlement, and at the same time to open up
the unexplored country of the peninsula without going out of his
road. I was appointed to accompany the party as surveyor; and a
grant of 150l. was made by the Government to supply me
with horses and necessaries for the trip. A sextant, artificial
horizon, prismatic compass, Gregory-compass, and barometer were
also supplied. My duties were defined in a letter from A.C.
Gregory, Esq., the Surveyor-General. They were as
follows:—To keep a field-book of the route, and in it to
notice the nature of the soil, timber, grasses, and so forth;
also the abundance or scarcity of water, any suitable place for
settlement, &c.

The party left Rockhampton on the 14th of May, 1864, under the
superintendence of Mr. A. Jardine, and journeyed, by the old road
to Port Denison, as far as Macdonald's station on the Bogie
River; then to a good camping-ground on the north bank of the
river Burdekin, within 12 miles of Mr. Anthill's station,
crossing that river at Hamilton's public-house. The party was
then ten in number, and consisted of the following persons:
Messrs. A. Jardine, Scrutton, Binney, and Conderoy, and six black
boys—Euler, Peter, Sambo, Barney, Charley, and Pluto. They
reached the camping-ground on the 17th of June, 1864. They had
with them thirty-one horses. Mr. Frank Jardine and I reached Port
Denison, from Rockhampton, in the Diamantina, S.S.,
Captain Champion, having touched at Port Mackay, about the 16th
of July. The leader then purchased five horses for my use with
the money which had been granted for that purpose.

In a week's time, agreeably spent by me at Burdekin Downs, the
party reached that station. I then joined them, and we proceeded
to "Reedy Lake", and encamped there.

Shortly before leaving Reedy Lake our advanced party was
enlarged by the addition of two persons—Mr. Bode, a
gentleman in search of new country, and his black boy. His path
and ours being the same we journeyed on together. We left Reedy
Lake on the 17th of August, 1864, and on the 24th reached the
station {Page 20} of Messrs. Firth
and Atkinson, Upper Burdekin, near which we encamped.
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Map illustrating the Overland Expedition

from Port Denison to Cape York.



Click on the map to enlarge it.

Aug. 26.—Travelled about 17 miles W. by S. over
broken ridges, lightly timbered with ironbark, moderately-well
grassed, but now very dry. Encamped on the west border of a small
plain, without finding water.

27th.—Travelled about 16 miles W. by S. At 6
miles from our last camp crossed the range dividing the water of
the supposed Lynd and Burdekin rivers; both the ascent and
descent were very gradual; the remaining 10 miles undulating,
open, ironbark forest, well grassed, but no water until the end
of our day's journey, when we encamped near some water-holes, on
the western side of a small black-soil plain, the grass of which
had been burnt.

28th.—Travelled about 14 miles W.N.W. through
what would generally be called good country, although at this
season very dry. On our way we noticed small-leaved bauhinia,
myrtle, and grevillia. Passed the homestead of Mr. M'Kinnon,
encamping about 3 miles beyond, on the north-east bank of a
creek, then supposed to be the Lynd River of Leichhardt.
Abundance of water in the creek, near our camp, and, immediately
opposite, a low basaltic ridge appears a few yards from the bank
of the creek, which latter is lined on both sides with melaleuca.
In its bed are basalt and mica slate. Floodmarks 2 feet above the
bank. Latitude 18° 55' 23".

29th.—Travelled about 15 miles north-west. At
first stony ridges, timbered chiefly with ironbark; afterwards
the soil became more sandy, and we noticed bloodwood, acacia, and
apple-gum, and some good grass. At 11 miles from the last camp we
crossed the creek, whose sandy bed is there dry and shallow, 60
yards wide, having in it masses of basalt and mica-slate. At 4
miles beyond the crossing-place we encamped near an excellent
water-hole in the creek. The adjacent country to our left, while
travelling this distance, appeared to be scrubby. The bed of the
creek is frequently filled with melaleuca.

30th.—Travelled about 13 miles north-west, the
creek running nearly parallel with us—open undulating
ironbark forest, tolerably well grassed—soil sandy. At this
distance from last camp we reached the homestead of Mr. Yates,
then crossing the creek, which is there about 70 yards wide,
sandy bed, with masses of mica-slate, and banks 15 feet deep,
continued on our journey, over a basaltic flat, lightly timbered
with box for one mile E.N.E., crossing and encamping on the north
side of an ana-branch of the creek above-mentioned, within a
quarter of a mile of the homestead of J.G. Macdonald,
Esq.,—our resting-place until the cattle are purchased.
{Page 21}

Messrs. A. Jardine and Bode, with two black boys, leave the
camp, taking with them a fortnight's provisions. Their intention
is to follow down the creek near which we are encamped, supposed
to be the Lynd River, as far as its junction with the Mitchell,
observing which side of the creek was most suitable for
travelling. During their absence I took seven sets of lunar
observations, the result of which gave a mean longitude 144° 3'
30" E. of Greenwich, in latitude 18° 37' 10" S., as the mean
latitude from several northern and southern observations. The
variation of the compass I found, by theodolite (not a very good
one) to be about 6° E. The prismatic compass with which I was
provided had no coloured glasses nor any reflector.

August and September.—After being absent for
nearly three weeks, Messrs. A. Jardine and Bode return, much
puzzled with regard to the course of the supposed River Lynd.
They had followed it down for about 180 miles, and say that the
last 60 miles they were travelling nearly due west. Mr. Jardine
plotted his course roughly on a sheet of foolscap (120 miles of
the distance I afterwards found to be tolerably correct); and I
gave it as my opinion that we were on the main branch of the
River Gilbert. We afterwards found the river, shown in the map by
a dotted line, as a branch of the River Lynd, was a new river,
and is probably the main branch of the River Gilbert. We named it
the River Einnasleigh. I ascended a hill about 1 mile to the N.E.
of our camp, and obtained several bearings of adjacent mountains
and ranges. The surrounding country is mountainous on all sides
except south and south-east, and the smoke of burning grass is to
be seen in all directions, occasioned by the blacks.

Oct. 6.—The cattle are here, and start in a few
days—about 250 head. Our leader thinks it necessary to
reduce the party; and two black boys, Charley and Pluto, are to
be left behind.

11th.—Our party numbered ten persons, 36 horses,
both pack and saddle, and three tents, as well as provisions,
estimated to last us, with care, four months. We travelled about
19 miles, our general course being N.W. by N.: the first four
miles of our journey being over basaltic flats, timbered with box
and apple-gum; the remainder ridges, both sandy and stony,
tolerably well grassed, and timbered with ironbark. Encamped near
the river in latitude 18° 23' 59".

About a mile up the river from this camp it is joined by a
large creek from the south-east, and 5 miles beyond its mouth the
river is shut in by a long rocky range trending south-west. The
river is here about 250 yards wide, and its bed filled with huge
masses of granite and basalt, its banks sloping and rocky. Water
good and plentiful, but not running.

12th.—Shifted our camp one mile to the N.N.E. to
the bank {Page 22} of a small
lagoon, within a quarter of a mile of the river. The horses
enjoyed good grass, fresh and green, for the rest of the day.

Box, barringtonia, flooded gum, and pandanus were the
prevailing varieties found here.

13th.—Travelled about 10 miles N.N.W., 5 miles
sandy ridges, timbered chiefly with box-trees of small girth; the
remaining distance the ridges became stony. Seven miles from camp
we passed a fine reach of water in the river, which is there
about 500 yards wide and filled with masses of basalt. Some
prominent peaks rise from broken country to the east; to the
westward the rocky range, before mentioned, continues to run
nearly parallel with the river, having a steep rocky bluff nearly
opposite our camp. I have named this Startwell Bluff. Encamped on
the bank of the river, which is here broad and shallow; its bed
is filled with melaleuca, and some excellent water in rocky
holes. Grass very dry.
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