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How To Kill Snakes with a Slipper



RED TOUCH BLACK, LUCKY JACK.
YELLOW ON RED, SOON BE DEAD
—US Deep South folk rhyme, 1862


She cuts the grass at the liquor store.


This is Pop Kola. This is Old Gold.


It’s hard to see where the lawn ends


and the pine straw starts. Cypress plumb


the banks of the Ogeechee. Two nests


of longhorn crazy ants fight to the death.


Once, a copperhead fell from a branch


onto her head. Swirl of heavy rust


and lemon. She killed it with her slipper.


The clumped hanging moss is tickled


at the memory. The pitchfork shivers.
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