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CHAPTER I.





PREFATORY

REVIEW OF THE PEOPLE WHO FOUNDED SALT LAKE CITY. GRAND COLONIZING DESIGN OF THE

MORMON PROPHET.




 




 It will

be well affirmed in history that the Pioneers who founded Salt Lake City, were

as the crest of that tidal wave of colonization which peopled these Pacific

States and Territories. And the colonies which this wonderful state-founding

community has sent to the West, since that tidal wave rose in the exodus from

Nauvoo, will stand as the most marked example of organic colonization which has

occurred in the growth and spread of the American nation. Other States and

cities, which have been founded since the first colonization of America by the

Pilgrims of New England, have grown up and increased in their population upon

the ordinary laws of national growth, to which has been superadded the

promiscuous emigration of Europeans to this country; but not even in the

extraordinary case of the growth of the Western States and Territories,

excepting that shown by the Mormon people, has there been a spectacle of

colonization proper, to mark the history of America in the present century.

Thus considered, it is a most unique fact of the age that Salt Lake City was

founded by a colony of the strictest type. In most of its leading features, the

founding and growth of Utah resembles the founding of the American nation by

the Pilgrim colonies, which sailed from England and Holland to establish

religious liberty on a virgin continent, driven by the cruel force of

persecution, yet whose every exile from the dear mother land became big with

the genius of colonization, until the little companies of emigrants who left

their native shores, very much in the character of religious outlaws, grew into

a galaxy of States. Persecution undoubtedly at the onset drove the Mormons hitherward,

as it drove the Puritans to this continent—drove them in fact into the very

path of their destiny—but as they came westward from Ohio, where their Zion

first rose, they so fast imbibed the genius of colonization, that extermination

brought forth in the mind of the Mormon Prophet the grand scheme to colonize

the Pacific Slope with his people, and with them form in the West the nucleus

of a new galaxy of American States.




The

first recorded note of the grand design of the Mormon Prophet to colonize the

Pacific Slope with his people, will be seen in the following entry from his

diary: "Saturday, 6th [August, 1842]. Passed over the river to Montrose,

Iowa, in company with General Adams, Colonel Brewer, and others, and witnessed

the installation of the officers of the Rising Sun Lodge of Ancient York

Masons, at Montrose, by Gen. James Adams, Deputy Grand Master of Illinois.

While the Deputy Grand Master was engaged in giving the requisite instructions

to the Master elect, I had a conversation with a number of brethren, in the

shade of the building, on the subject of our persecutions in Missouri, and the

constant annoyance which has followed us since we were driven from that State.

I prophesied that the Saints would continue to suffer much affliction and would

be driven to the Rocky Mountains. Many would apostatize, others would be put to

death by our persecutors, or lose their lives in consequence of exposure or

disease, and some would live to go and assist in making settlements and

building cities, and see the Saints become a mighty people in the midst of the

Rocky Mountains."




A year

and a half later his design was matured, and his people ready to execute it.

Here is a diary note of that date: "Tuesday, Feb. 20th [1844]. I

instructed the Twelve Apostles to send out a delegation and investigate the

locations of California and Oregon and hunt out a good location where we can

remove to after the Temple is completed, and where we can build a city in a day

and have a government of our own." * * On the evening of the following day

the Twelve met at the Mayor's office, and, according to the above instructions,

appointed the following committee: Jonathan Dunham, Phineas H. Young, David D.

Yearsley, David Fullmer, Alphonso Young, James Emmett, George D. Watt, Daniel

Spencer. Subsequent action was also taken on the same subject, and volunteers

were added to the committee.




It was

at this date that the Elders undertook a political campaign through the States

to nominate Joseph Smith for the Presidential chair of the nation, but it is

very evident that the removal of the Saints to the Rocky Mountains, or to

California, was the real action contemplated by the Prophet, and not a

successful campaign for the presidency of the United States. The event,

however, did afford a rare opportunity for sending out the Apostles and a

company of the ablest Elders, to make another missionary effort in the States

before the contemplated exodus.




A few

days later we find Joseph Smith alluding to himself in connection with the

presidential chair, but he at once branches off to a subject which more

particularly attracted his thoughts, namely, the annexation of Texas and the

possession of the Pacific Coast by the United States. Said he: "As to

politics, I care but little about the Presidential chair. I would not give half

as much for the office of President of the United States as I would for the one

I now hold as Lieutenant-General of the Nauvoo Legion. * * * "What I have

said in my views in relation to the annexation of Texas is, with some,

unpopular. The people are opposed to it. Some of the Anti-Mormons are good

fellows. I say it, however, in anticipation that they will repent.* * * We

should grasp all the territory we can. * * The government will not receive any

advice or counsel from me: they are self-sufficient. * * "The South holds

the balance of power. By annexing Texas I can do away with this evil. As soon

as Texas was annexed I would liberate the slaves in two or three Stales,

indemnifying their owners, and send the negroes to Texas, and from Texas to

Mexico, where all colors are alike. And if that was not sufficient, I would

call upon Canada and annex it."




Mark

next his bold empire-founding move, in petitioning Congress to raise a

volunteer force of a hundred thousand in the service of the United States, to

possess the Pacific Coast. Says he, under date of March 30th: "I had

prepared a memorial to his Excellency, John Tyler, the President of the United

States, embodying in it the same sentiments as are in my petition to the Senate

and House of Representatives of the United States, dated March 26th, 1844,

asking the privilege of raising 100,000 men to extend protection to persons

wishing to settle Oregon and other portions of the Territory of the United

States, and extend protection to the people in Texas. * * * "Also signed

an introductory letter for Elder Orson Hyde, who is going to carry the

memorials to Washington."




To found

empire for America was just in the line of his character. Destiny was pushing

the Saints westward and had Joseph Smith reached California at the head of an

army of 20,000 pioneers, backed by the remainder of the 100,000 as emigrants,

he would have given quite a Napoleonic account of himself, and opened the war

with Mexico. This was clearly his intention, and it may be observed that he did

not overrate his forces.




And what

makes the Prophet's bold national design so deserving of attention is the fact

that the United States Government and the British Government were at that

moment in an attitude of rivalry for the possession of the Pacific Coast, and

that the United States barely escaped being worsted. , Thus prefaced, let us

listen to the report of Elder Hyde to the Prophet from the capital: "* *

Judge Douglas has been quite ill, but is just recovered. He will help all he

can; Mr. Hardin likewise. But Major Semple says that he does not believe

anything will be done about Texas or Oregon this session, for it might have a

very important effect upon the Presidential election; and politicians are slow

to move when such doubtful and important matters are likely to be affected by

it. * * * "I will now give you my opinion in relation to this matter. It

is made up from the spirit of the times in a hasty manner, nevertheless I think

time will prove it to be correct:—That Congress will pass no act in relation to

Texas or Oregon at present. She is afraid of England, afraid of Mexico, afraid

the Presidential election will be twisted by it. The members all appear like

unskillful players at checkers—afraid to move, for they see not which way to

move advantageously. * *"




"The

most of the settlers in Oregon and Texas are our old enemies, the mobocrats of

Missouri. If, however, the settlement of Oregon and Texas be determined upon,

the sooner the move is made the better; and I would not advise any delay for

the action of our Government, for there is such a jealousy of our rising power

that Government will do nothing to favor us.




* * Your

superior wisdom must determine whether to go to Oregon, to Texas, or to remain

within these United States and send forth the most efficient men to build up

churches, and let them remain for the time being; and in the meantime send some

wise men among the Indians and teach them civilization and religion, to

cultivate the soil, to live in peace with one another and with all men." *

* In a subsequent letter Elder Hyde said: "We have this day [April 26th]

had a long conversation with Judge Douglas. He is ripe for Oregon and

California. He said he would resign his seat in Congress if he could command

the force that Mr. Smith could, and would be on the march to that country in a

month. 'In five years,' said he, 'a noble State might be formed, and then if

they would not receive us into the Union, we would have a government of our

own.'"




So we

see that the American nation was not at that time prepared for the Prophet's

bold design of occupying the Pacific Coast by an irresistible American

emigration; yet several years afterward Fremont, with his volunteers in

California, and Houston and Taylor by their action in forcing the war with

Mexico, proved that a manifest destiny was in some such plan as that proposed;

and an American emigration swept on like a tidal wave. And as it was, the

Saints, per ship Brooklyn, were the first company of American emigrants to

arrive in California; while simultaneous was the exodus of the entire community

to the Rocky Mountains.




Perhaps

it were well also to note here that this petition of Joseph Smith, in 1844, was

probably the original basis of the action of President Polk in calling the

"Mormon Battalion," and designing to use the Saints for the national

convenience of possessing California. The whole of Polk's action in the case,

and the instructions of the Secretary of War to General Kearney to "make a

dash into California, conquer the country, and set up a government there"

in the name of the United States, show that the Cabinet were not only familiar

with the Prophet's scheme, but that certain statesmen, at this date, endorsed

it.




A

passing review of our national affairs of that period, will connect here most

suggestively with the Mormon Prophet's bold proposition to the United States

Government to possess the Pacific Coast by a hundred thousand Mormon colonists.




From the

period of Mr. Jefferson's administration the United States had been striving to

checkmate the European Powers, especially Great Britain, France Russia and

Spain, in their schemes to occupy the Pacific coast and firmly establish

thereon the dominion of Europe. At length the contest for the Pacific Coast

laid between the United States and Great Britain, Mexico herself resigning to

our ambitious mother country to prevent the march of American empire upon

herself. The ships of both nations were riding in the Bay of San Francisco, the

admirals were watching for their respective opportunities.




In 1845

Great Britain had matured a masterly scheme to forestall our government in the

possession of California, with the co-operation of Mexico. Mr. Forbes the

British Vice-Consul, was the principal agent of his government in carrying out

this finely conceived design. A declaration of the independence of California

from Mexico was to be made, to be followed by a petition from a convention of

Californians, to be taken under the protection of Great Britain. 1 But the most

diplomatic part of the scheme of the British government was to emigrate ten

thousand of its subjects to the valley of San Joaquin, to own and occupy the

country. An Irish priest by the name of MacNamara was chosen to fill this part

of the scheme, and he went to Mexico in 1845, on n's mission to arouse the holy

zeal of that republic against the "usurpation of the anti-Catholic and

irreligious nation." He urged that no time should be lost or "within

a year, California would become a part of the American nation, be inundated by

cruel invaders, and their Catholic institutions the prey of Methodist

wolves." Thus the Irish priest worded his petition to the Mexican

government, urging an Irish emigration to that country for colonization in the

interest of Great Britain. The Mexican government listened to this petition,

and everything moved on favorably to the completion of the diplomatic scheme,

which would have given California into the hands of Great Britain. Indeed, a

treaty to this effect was actually signed between the British and the

authorities of Mexico and her province of California, and then came events of

another shaping, culminating in the war between Mexico and the United States.




Thus may

be seen from the counterpart records of those times, that the Mormon Prophet

was before-hand with Great Britain in the design of possessing the Pacific

Coast by colonization, as the record shows that early in 1844 he petitioned the

United States for the privilege of raising 100,000 men "to extend

protection to persons wishing to settle Oregon and other portions of the

territory of the United States, and extend protection to the people in

Texas," while at the same time he was planning the removal of his entire

people on to the Pacific slope, as seen in his diary note of February 20th, 1844,

already presented. And it is a singular fact in American history that two years

later, and nearly simultaneous with the signing of the contract between the

British Consul Forbes, Governor Pice of California, and General Castro,

President Polk and his cabinet were entertaining the policy of sending a

battalion of one thousand Mormon soldiers (this being the original number)

overland into California fully equipped and armed, to take possession of and

defend that country, while another thousand were designed to be sent from the

Eastern States by way of Cape Horn for the same service.




President

Polk, at this later date, designed to checkmate the British Government, with

its ten thousand Irish emigrants, with from twenty to forty thousand Mormon

Protestants under the American flag. Thus the true history of those times

compared, shows the extraordinary fact that, two years after the assassination

of the Mormon Prophet, the United States Government was actually prepared to

accept his grand colonizing plan to take possession of the Pacific territory,

which he offered in his memorial to President Tyler and the Congress of the

United States, bearing date March 26th, 1844. Nothing seems more certain in the

record than the fact that had not the assassination of the Mormon Prophet so

soon followed his colonizing offer to the United States, he had moved with his

people to the Pacific Coast two or three years earlier than the occupation of

Utah. And had he gone on to California he would have raised the American flag

there, and struck the first blow with his Legion, instead of Fremont doing it

in 1846 with his volunteers.




Had the

Prophet moved with his people, either to the Rocky Mountains or California

proper, it had been at the head of his Legion. Force of circumstances, it

seems, would have made him thenceforth a Prophet-General, while the very

strength of his Napoleonic character would have shot him, like Jove's

thunderbolt, into the action between the United States and Mexico.


















 




CHAPTER II.




GOVERNOR

FORD URGES THE MIGRATION OF THE MORMONS TO CALIFORNIA. COMPACT OF THE REMOVAL.

ADDRESS TO THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES. THE EXODUS MORMON LIFE ON THE

JOURNEY. A SENSATION FROM THE UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT.




 




Soon

after the assassination of the Prophet and his brother Hyrum, Governor Ford, in

a letter to President Young, under date of April 8th, 1845, urging the

migration of the Mormons to California, said: "If you can get off by

yourselves you may enjoy peace; but, surrounded by such neighbors, I confess

that I do not see the time when you will be permitted to enjoy quiet. I was

informed by General Joseph Smith last summer that he contemplated a removal

west: and from what I learned from him and others at that time, I think, if he

had lived, he would have begun to move in the matter before this time. I would

be willing to exert all my feeble abilities and influence to further your views

in this respect if it was the wish of your people.




"I

would suggest a matter in confidence. California now offers a field for the

prettiest enterprise that has been undertaken in modern times. It is but

sparsely inhabited, and by none but the Indian or imbecile Mexican Spaniards. I

have not enquired enough to know how strong it is in men and means. But this we

know, that if conquered from Mexico, that country is so physically weak, and

morally distracted, that she could never send a force there to reconquer it.

Why should it not be a pretty operation for your people to go out there, take

possession of and conquer a portion of the vacant country, and establish an

independent government of your own, subject only to the law of nations? You

would remain there a long time before you would be disturbed by the proximity

of other settlements. If you conclude to do this, your design ought not to be

known, or otherwise it would become the duty of the United States to prevent

your emigration. If once you cross the line of the United States Territories,

you would be in no danger of being interfered with."




Knowing

the intentions of Joseph Smith to remove the Mormon people, Senator Douglas and

others had given similar advice to him; and the very fact that such men looked

upon the Mormons as quite equal to the establishment of an independent

nationality, is most convincing proof that not their wrongdoing, but their

empire-founding genius has been, and still is, the cause of the

"irrepressible conflict" between them and their opponents. The advice

of Governor Ford, however, was neither sought nor required.




Brigham

Young, carrying out Joseph Smith's plan, had nearly matured every part of the

movement, shaping also the emigration from the British Mission; but the Rocky

Mountains, not California proper, was the place chosen for his people's

retreat.




It was

then that the Mormon leaders addressed the famous petition to President Polk

and the Governors of all the States, excepting Missouri and Illinois, changing

simply the address to each person. Here it is: "Nauvoo, April 24th, 1845.




"His

Excellency James K. Polk, President of the United States.




"Hon.

Sir: Suffer us, in behalf of a disfranchised and long afflicted people, to

prefer a few suggestions for "your serious consideration, in hope of a

friendly and unequivocal response, at as early a period as may suit your

convenience, and the extreme urgency of the case seems to demand.




"It

is not our present design to detail the multiplied and aggravated wrongs that

we have received in the midst of a nation that gave us birth. Most of us have

long been loyal citizens of some one of these United States, over which you

have the honor to preside, while a few only claim the privilege of peaceable

and lawful emigrants, designing to make the Union our permanent residence.




"We

say we are a disfranchised people. We are privately told by the highest

authorities of the State that it is neither prudent nor safe for us to vote at

the polls; still we have continued to maintain our right to vote, until the

blood of our best men has been shed, both in Missouri and Illinois, with

impunity.




"You

are doubtless somewhat familiar with the history of our expulsion from the

State of Missouri, wherein scores of our brethren were massacred. Hundreds died

through want and sickness, occasioned by their unparalleled sufferings.




Some

millions worth of our property was destroyed, and some fifteen thousand souls

fled for their lives to the then hospitable and peaceful shores of Illinois:

and that the State of Illinois granted to us a liberal charter, for the term of

perpetual succession, under whose provision private rights have become

invested, and the largest city in the State has grown up, numbering about

twenty thousand inhabitants.




"But,

sir, the startling attitude recently assumed by the State of Illinois, forbids

us to think that her designs are any less vindictive than those of Missouri.




She has

already used the military of the State, with the executive at their head, to

coerce and surrender up our best men to unparalleled murder, and that too under

the most sacred pledges of protection and safety. As a salve for such unearthly

perfidy and guilt, she told us, through her highest executive officers, that

the laws should be magnified and the murderers brought to justice; but the

blood of her innocent victims had not been wholly wiped from the floor of the

awful arena, ere the Senate of that State rescued one of the indicted actors in

that mournful tragedy from the sheriff of Hancock County, and gave him a seat

in her hall of legislation; and all who were indicted by the grand jury of

Hancock County for the murder of Joseph and Hyrum Smith, are suffered to roam

at large, watching for further prey.




 




"To

crown the climax of those bloody deeds, the State has repealed those chartered

rights, by which wo might have lawfully defended ourselves against aggressors.

If we defend ourselves hereafter against violence, whether it comes under the

shadow of law or otherwise (for we have reason to expect it in both ways), we

shall then be charged with treason and suffer the penalty; and if we continue

passive and non-resistant, we must certainly expect to perish, for our enemies

have sworn it.




"And

here, sir, permit us to state that General Joseph Smith, during his short life,

was arraigned at the bar of his country about fifty times, charged with

criminal offences, but was acquitted every time by his country; his enemies, or

rather his religious opponents, almost invariably being his judges. And we

further testify that, as a people, we are law-abiding, peaceable and without

crime; and we challenge the world to prove to the contrary; and while other

less cities in Illinois have had special courts instituted to try their

criminals, we have been stript of every source of arraigning marauders and

murderers who are prowling around to destroy us, except the common magistracy.




"With

these facts before you, sir, will you write to us without delay as a father and

friend, and advise us what to do. We are members of the same great confederacy.

Our fathers, yea, some of us, have fought and bled for our country, and we love

her Constitution dearly.




"In

the name of Israel's God, and by virtue of multiplied ties of country and

kindred, we ask your friendly interposition in our favor. Will it be too much

for us to ask you to convene a special session of Congress, and furnish us an

asylum, where we can enjoy our rights of conscience and religion unmolested?

Or, will you, in a special message to that body, when convened, recommend a

remonstrance against such unhallowed acts of oppression and expatriation as

this people have continued to receive from the States of Missouri and Illinois?

Or will you favor us by your personal influence and by your official rank? Or

will you express your views concerning what is called the "Great Western

Measure" of colonizing the Latter-day Saints in Oregon, the north-western

Territory, or some location remote from the States, where the hand of

oppression shall not crush every noble principle and extinguish every patriotic

feeling?




"And

now, honored sir, having reached out our imploring hands to you, with deep

solemnity, we would importune you as a father, a friend, a patriot and the head

of a mighty nation, by the Constitution of American liberty, by the blood of

our fathers who have fought for the independence of this republic, by the blood

of the martyrs which has been shed in our midst, by the waitings of the widows

and orphans, by our murdered fathers and mothers, brothers and sisters, wives

and children, by the dread of immediate destruction from secret combinations

now forming for our overthrow, and by every endearing tie that binds man to man

and renders life bearable, and that too, for aught we know, for the last

time,—that you will lend your immediate aid to quell the violence of mobocracy,

and exert your influence to establish us as a people in our civil and religious

rights, where we now are, or in some part of the United States, or in some

place remote therefrom, where we may colonize in peace and safety as soon as

circumstances will permit.




"We

sincerely hope that your future prompt measures towards us will be dictated by

the best feelings that dwell in the bosom of humanity, and the blessings of a

grateful people, and many ready to perish, shall come upon you.




"We

are, sir, with great respect, your obedient servants, Brigham Young, Willard

Richards, Orson Spencer, Orson Pratt, y Committee, W. W. Phelps, A. W. Babbitt,

J. M. Bernhisel, In behalf of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints,

at Nauvoo, Illinois.




"P.S.—As

many of our communications, post-marked at Nauvoo, have failed of their

destination, and the mails around us have been intercepted by our enemies, we

shall send this to some distant office by the hand of a special

messenger."




The

appeal itself is not a mere attempt at rhetoric. The very inelegance of

multiplied ties and sacred objects invoked and crowded upon each other, to touch

the hearts of men in power, is truly affecting. There is a tragic burden in the

circumstances and urgency of the case. But the prayer was unanswered.




Towards

the close of the year 1845, the leaders, in council, resolved to remove their

people at once and seek a second Zion in the valleys of the Rocky Mountains. It

was too clear that they could no longer dwell among so-called civilized men.

They knew that they must soon seek refuge with the children of the forest; and

as for humanity, they must seek it in the breasts of savages, for there was

scarcely a smoldering spark of it left for them, either in Missouri or

Illinois, nor indeed anywhere within the borders of the United States.




They had

now no destiny but in the West. If they tarried longer their blood would

fertilize the lands which they had tilled, and their wives and daughters would

be ravished within the sanctuary of the homes which their industrious hands had

built. Their people were by a thousand ancestral links joined to the Pilgrim

Fathers who founded this nation, and with the heroes who won for it

independence, and it was as the breaking of their heartstrings to rend them

from their fatherland, and send them as exiles into the territory of a foreign

power. But there was no alternative between a Mormon exodus or a Mormon

massacre.




Sorrowfully,

but resolutely, the Saints prepared to leave; trusting in the Providence which

had thus far taken them through their darkest days and multiplied upon their

heads compensation for their sorrows. But the anti-Mormons seemed eager for the

questionable honor of exterminating them. In September of the year 1845,

delegates from nine counties met in convention, at Carthage, over the Mormon

troubles, and sent four commissioners: General Hardin, Commander of the State Militia;

Senator Douglass; W. B. Warren; and J. A. McDougal, to demand the removal of

the Mormons to the Rocky Mountains. The commissioners held a council with the

Twelve Apostles at Nauvoo, and the Mormon leaders promptly agreed to remove

their people at once, a movement, as we have seen, which they had been

considering for several years. Now were they brought face to face with the

issue. The Mormon leaders sought not to evade it; but, with their

characteristic Israelitish methods, resolved to grapple with the tremendous

undertaking of the exodus of a people.




On that

exodus, hung, not only the very destiny of the people, but the peace of the

State of Illinois. Probably it was a sensible comprehension of this fact that

prompted General Hardin to ask of the Twelve Apostles, at the council in

question, what guarantee they would give that the Mormons would fulfill their

part of the covenant. To this Brigham Young replied, with a strong touch of

common-sense severity: "You have our all as the guarantee; what more can

we give beyond the guarantee of our names?" Senator Douglass observed,

"Mr. Young is right." But General Hardin knew that the people of

Illinois, and especially the anti-Mormons, would look to him more than to

Douglass, who had been styled the Mormon-made senator; so the commissioners

asked for a written covenant, of a nature to relieve themselves of much of the

responsibility, and addressed the following: "Nauvoo, Oct. 1st, 1845.




"To

the President and Council of the Church at Nauvoo: "Having had a free and

full conversation with you this day, in reference to your proposed removal from

this country, together with the members of your church, we have to request you

to submit the facts and intentions stated to us in the said conversations to

writing, in order that we may lay them before the Governor and people of the

State. We hope that by so doing it will have a tendency to allay the excitement

at present existing in the public mind.




"We

have the honor to subscribe ourselves, 




Respectfully

yours, 




John J. Hardin,






W. B.

Warren, 




S. A.

Douglass, 




J. A.

McDougal."




The

covenant itself is too precious to be lost to history; here it is:

"Nauvoo, Ill., Oct. 1st, 1845.




"To

Gen. J. Hardin, W. B. Warren, S. A. Douglass, and J. A. McDougal:

"Messrs:—In reply to your letter of this date, requesting us ' to submit

the facts and intentions stated by us in writing, in order that you may lay

them before the Governor and people of the State,' we would refer you to our

communication of the 24th ult. to the 'Quincy Committee,'etc., a copy of which

is herewith enclosed.




"In

addition to this we would say that we had commenced making arrangements to

remove from the country previous to the recent disturbances; that we have four

companies, of one hundred families each, and six more companies now organizing,

of the same number each, preparatory to a removal.




"That

one thousand families, including the Twelve, the High Council, the trustees and

general authorities of the Church, are fully determined to remove in the

Spring, independent of the contingencies of selling our property; and that this

company will comprise from five to six thousand souls.




"That

the Church, as a body, desire to remove with us, and will, if sales can be

effected, so as to raise the necessary means.




"That

the organization of the Church we represent is such that there never can exist

but one head or presidency at any one time. And all good members wish to be

with the organization: and all are determined to remove to some distant point

where we shall neither infringe nor be infringed upon, so soon as time and

means will permit.




"That

we have some hundreds of farms and some two thousand houses for sale in this

city and county, and we request all good citizens to assist in the disposal of

our property.




"That

we do not expect to find purchasers for our Temple and other public buildings;

but we are willing to rent them to a respectable community who may inhabit the

city.




"That

we wish it distinctly understood that although we may not find purchasers for

our property, we will not sacrifice it, nor give it away, or suffer it

illegally to be wrested from us.




"That

we do not intend to sow any wheat this Fall, and should we all sell, we shall

not put in any more crops of any description.




"That

as soon as practicable, we will appoint committees for this city, La Harpe,

Macedonia, Bear Creek, and all necessary places in the county, to give

information to purchasers.




"That

if these testimonies are not sufficient to satisfy any people that we are in

earnest, we will soon give them a sign that cannot be mistaken—we will LEAVE

THEM.




"In

behalf of the council, respectfully yours, etc., 




Brigham

Young, President.




Willard

Richards, Clerk.''' 




The

covenant satisfied the commissioners, and for a time also satisfied the

anti-Mormons.




But

their enemies were impatient for the Mormons to be gone. They would not keep

even their own conditions of the covenant, much less were they disposed to lend

a helping hand to lighten the burden of this thrice-afflicted people in their

exodus, that their mutual bond might be fulfilled—a bond already sealed with

the blood of their Prophet, and of his brother the Patriarch. So the High

Council issued a circular to the Church, January 20, 1846, in which they stated

the intention of their community to locate "in some good valley in the

neighborhood of the Rocky Mountains, where they will infringe on no one, and

not be likely to be infringed upon." "Here we will make a resting

place," they said, '.' until we can determine a place for a permanent

location. * * * We also further declare, for the satisfaction of some who have

concluded that our grievances have alienated us from our country, that our

patriotism has not been overcome by fire, by sword, by daylight nor by midnight

assassination which we have endured, neither have they alienated us from the

institutions of our country."




Then

came the subject of service on the side of their country, should warbreak out

between it and a foreign country, as was indicated at that time by our growing

difficulties with Mexico. The anti-Mormons took advantage of this war prospect,

and not satisfied with their act of expulsion, they raised the cry, "The

Mormons intend to join the enemy!" This was as cruel as the seething of

the kid in its mother's milk, but the High Council answered it with the homely

anecdote of the Quaker's characteristic action against the pirates in defense

of the ship on which he was a passenger, when he cut away the rope in the hands

of the boarder, observing: "If thee wants that piece of rope I will help thee

to it."




"The

pirate fell," said the circular, "and a watery grave was his resting

place."




Their

country had been anything but a kind protecting parent to the Saints, but at

least, in its hour of need, they would do as much as the conscientious Quaker did

in the defense of the ship. There was, too, a grim humor and quiet pathos in

the telling, that was more touchingly reproachful than would have been a storm

of denunciations. In the same spirit the High Council climaxed their circular

thus: "We agreed to leave the country for the sake of peace, upon the

condition that no more persecutions be instituted against us. In good faith we

have labored to fulfill this agreement. Governor Ford has also done his duty to

further our wishes in this respect, but there are some who are unwilling that

we should have an existence anywhere; but our destinies are in the hands of

God, and so are also theirs."




Early in

February, 1846, the Mormons began to cross the Mississippi in flat boats, old

lighters, and a number of skiffs, forming, says the President's Journal,

"quite a fleet," which was at work night and day under the direction

of the police, commanded by their captain, Hosea Stout. Several days later the

Mississippi froze over, and the companies continued the crossing on the ice.




On the

15th of the same month, Brigham Young, with his family, accompanied by Willard

Richards and family, and George A. Smith, also crossed the Mississippi from

Nauvoo, and proceeded to the " Camps of Israel," as they were styled

by the Saints, which waited on the west side of the river, a few miles on the

way, for the coming of their leaders. These were to form the vanguard of the

migrating Saints, who were to follow from the various States where they were

located or had organized themselves into flourishing branches and conferences;

and soon after this period also began to pour across the Atlantic that tide of

emigration from Europe which has since swelled to the number of over one

hundred thousand souls.




As yet

the "Camps of Israel" were unorganized, awaiting the coming of the

President, on Sugar Creek, which he and his companions reached at dusk.




The next

day he was busy organizing the company, and on the following, which was

February 17th, at 9:50 a. m., the brethren of the camp had assembled near the

bridge, to receive their initiatory instructions, and take the word of command

from their leader, who ended his first day's orders to the congregation with a

real touch of the law-giver's method. He said, " We will have no laws we

cannot keep, but we will have order in the camp. If any want to live in peace

when we have left this place, they must toe the mark." He then called upon

all who wanted to go with the camp to raise their right hands. "All hands

flew up at the bidding," says the record.




After

the dismissal of the congregation, the President took several of the Twelve

with him half a mile up a valley east of the camp and held a council. A letter

was read from Mr. Samuel Brannan, of New York, with a copy of a curious

agreement between him and a Mr. A. G. Benson, which had been sent west, under

cover, for the authorities to sign.




To make

clear to the reader a story, which now belongs to our national history, in

connection with the first settling of California, it must be observed that

Brannan, once known as one of the millionaires of the Golden State, had been

the editor of The Prophet, published at New York. He seems to have been one of

those sagacious men who saw in Mormonism the means to their own ends.




At the

date of the exodus he was in the charge of a company of Saints, bound for the

Pacific Coast, in the ship Brooklyn. They took all necessary outfit for the

first settlers of a new country, including a printing press, upon which was

afterwards struck off the first regular newspaper of California. This company

was, also, the earliest company of American emigrants that arrived in the bay

of San Francisco, and really the pioneer emigration of American citizens to the

Golden State, for Fremont's volunteers cannot be considered in that character.

Indeed, it is not a little singular that the Mormons were not only the pioneers

of Utah, but also the pioneers of California, the builders of the first houses,

the starters of the first papers, and, what has contributed so much to the

growth of the Pacific Slope, the men who discovered the gold, under Mr.

Marshal, the foreman of Sutter's mills. These facts, however, the people of

California seem somewhat to hide in the histories of their State.




Relative

to the sailing of this company, Samuel Brannan had written to the Mormon

authorities. Ex-Postmaster Amos Kendall, and the said Benson, who seems to have

been Kendall's agent, with others of political influence, represented to

Brannan that, unless the leaders of the Church signed an agreement with them,

to which the President of the United States, he said, was a "silent

party," the government would not permit the Mormons to proceed on their

journey westward.




This

agreement required the pioneers " to transfer to A. G. Benson & Co.,

and to their heirs and assigns, the odd numbers of all the lands and town lots

they may acquire in the country where they may settle." In case they

refused to sign the agreement the President, it was said, would issue a

proclamation, setting forth that it was the intention of the Mormons to take

sides with either Mexico or Great Britain against the United States, and order

them to be disarmed and dispersed. Both the letter and contract are very

characteristic, and the worldly-minded man's poor imitation of the earnest

religionist has probably often since amused Mr. Brannan himself. In his letter

he said: "I declare to all that you are not going to California, but

Oregon, and that my information is official. Kendall has also learned that we

have chartered the ship Brooklyn, and that Mormons are going out in her; and,

it is thought, she will be searched for arms, and, if found, they will be taken

from us; and if not, an order will be sent to Commodore Stockton on the Pacific

to search our vessel before we land. Kendall will be in the city next Thursday

again, and then an effort will be made to bring about a reconciliation. I will

make you acquainted with the result before I leave."




The

"reconciliation" between the Government and the Mormons, as the

reader will duly appreciate, was to be effected by a division of the spoils

among the political chiefs, including, if Brannan and Kendall are to be relied

on, the President of the United States. The following letter of fourteen days

later date is too rich and graphic to be lost to the public: "New York,

January 26, 1846.




"Dear

Brother Young: "I haste to lay before your honorable body the result of

ray movements since I wrote you last, which was from this city, stating some of

my discoveries, in relation to the contemplated movements of the General

Government in opposition to our removal.




"I

had an interview with Amos Kendall, in company with Mr. Benson, which resulted

in a compromise, the conditions of which you will learn by reading the contract

between them and us, which I shall forward by this mail. I shall also leave a

copy of the same with Elder Appleby, who was present when it was signed.

Kendall is now our friend, and will use his influence in our behalf, in

connection with twenty-five of the most prominent demagogues in the country.




You will

be permitted to pass out of the States unmolested. Their counsel is to go well

armed but keep them well secreted from the rabble.




"I

shall select the most suitable spot on the Bay of San Francisco for the

location of a commercial city. When I sail, which will be next Saturday, at one

o'clock, I shall hoist a flag with ' Oregon' on it.




"Immediately

on the reception of this letter, you must write to Mr. A. G. Benson, and let

him know whether you are willing to coincide with the contract I have made for

our deliverance. I am aware it is a covenant with death, but we know that God

is able to break it and will do it. The Children of Israel, in their escape

from Egypt, had to make covenants for their safety, and leave it for God to

break them; and the Prophet has said, 'As it was then, so shall it be in the

last days.' And I have been led by a remarkable train of circumstances to say,

amen; and I feel and hope you will do the same.




"Mr.

Benson thinks the Twelve should leave and get out of the country first, and avoid

being arrested, if it is a possible thing; but if you are arrested, you will

find a staunch friend in him; and you will find friends, and that a host, to

deliver you from their hands. If any of you are arrested, don't be tried west

of the Alleghany Mountains; in the East you will find friends that you little

think of.




"It

is the prayer of the Saints in the East night and day for your safety, and it

is mine first in the morning and the last in the evening.




"I

must now bring my letter to a close. Mr. Benson's address is No. 39 South

Street; and the sooner you can give him answer the better it will be for us.




He will

spend one month in Washington to sustain you, and he will do it, no mistake.

But everything must be kept silent as death on our part, names of parties in

particular.




"I

now commit this sheet to the post, praying that Israel's God may prevent it

from falling into the hands of wicked men. You will hear from me again on the

day of sailing, if it is the Lord's will, amen.




"Your's

truly, a friend and brother in God's kingdom.




S.

Brannan."




The

contract in question was signed by Samuel Brannan and A. G. Benson and

witnessed by W. I. Appleby. To it is this postscript: "This is only a copy

of the original, which I have filled out. It is no gammon, but will be carried

through, if you say, amen. It was drawn up by Kendall's own hand; but no person

must be known but Mr. Benson."




The

following simple minute, in Brigham Young's private journal, is a fine set-off

to these documents: "Samuel Brannan urged upon the council the signing of

the document.




The

council considered the subject, and concluded that as our trust was in God, and

that, as we looked to him for protection, we would not sign any such unjust and

oppressive agreement. This was a plan of political demagogues to rob the

Latter-day Saints of millions and compel them to submit to it by threats of

Federal bayonets."




No

matter what view the reader may take of the Mormons and their leaders relative

to the intrinsic value to the world of their social and theological problems,

no intelligent mind can help being struck with the towering superiority of men

trusting in their God, in the supremest hour of trial, compared with the

foremost politicians in the country, including a President of the United

States, as illustrated in the above example. It is charitably to be hoped,

however, that President Polk was a very "silent party" to this

scheme, and that his name was merely used to give potency to the promise of

protection-, and to the threat that the General Government would intercept the

Mormons in their exodus.




Little

did the political demagogues of the time, and these land speculators,

understand the Mormon people, and still less the character of the men who were

leading them; nor did "Elder Brannan" know them much better. From the

beginning the Mormons never gave up an inch of their chosen ground, never, as a

people, consented to a compromise, nor allowed themselves to be turned aside

from their purposes, nor wavered in their fidelity to their faith. They would

suffer expulsion, or make an exodus if need be, yet ever, as in this case, have

they answered, "Our trust is in God. We look to Him for protection."

So far "Elder Brannan" understood them; hence his profession of faith

that the Lord would overrule and break the "covenant with death." But

these men did wiser and better. They never made the covenant, but calmly defied

the consequences, which they knew too well might soon follow. Not even as much

as to reply to Messrs. Benson, Kendall & Co. did they descend from the

pinnacle of their integrity.




But, be

it not for a moment thought that the Mormon leaders did not fully comprehend

their critical position in all its aspects. A homely anecdote of the apostle

George A. Smith will illustrate those times. At a council in Nauvoo, of the men

who were to act as the captains of the people in that famous exodus, one after

the other brought up difficulties in their path until the prospect was without

one poor speck of daylight. The good nature of "George A." was provoked

at last, when he sprang up and observed with his quaint humor that had now a

touch of the grand in it, " If there is no God in Israel we are a 'sucked

in' set of fellows. But I am going to take my family and cross the river, and

the Lord will open the way." He was one of the first to set out on that

miraculous journey to the Rocky Mountains.




Having

resolved to trust in their God and themselves, quietly setting aside the

politicians, Brigham Young and several of the Twelve left the Camp of Israel

for a few days, and returned to bid farewell to their beloved Nauvoo, and hold

a parting service in the Temple. This was the last time Brigham Young ever saw

that sacred monument of the Mormons' devotion.




The

Pioneers had now been a month on Sugar Creek, and during the time had, of

course, consumed a vast amount of the provisions; indeed, nearly all, which had

been gathered up for their journey. Their condition, however, was not without

its compensation; for it checked the movements of the mob, among whom the

opinion prevailed that the outfit of the Pioneers was so utterly insufficient

that, in a short time, they would break in pieces and scatter. Moreover, it was

mid-winter. Up to the date of their starting from this first camping ground,

detachments continued to join them, crossing the Mississippi, from Nauvoo, on

the ice; but before starting they addressed the following memorial: "To

His Excellency Governor of the Territory of Iowa: Honored Sir: The time is at

hand in which several thousand free citizens of this great Republic are to be

driven from their peaceful homes and firesides, their property and farms, and

their dearest constitutional rights, to wander in the barren plains and sterile

mountains of western wilds, and linger out their lives in wretched exile, far beyond

the pale of professed civilization, or else be exterminated upon their own

lands by the people and authorities of the State of Illinois.




"As

life is sweet, we have chosen banishment rather than death, but, sir, the terms

of our banishment are so rigid, that we have not sufficient time allotted us to

make the necessary preparations to encounter the hardships and difficulties of

these dreary and uninhabited regions. We have not time allowed us to dispose of

our property, dwellings and farms, consequently many of us will have to leave

them unsold, without the means of procuring the necessary provisions, clothing,

teams, etc., to sustain us but a short distance beyond the settlements; hence

our persecutors have placed us in very unpleasant circumstances.




"To

stay is death by ' fire and sword;' to go into banishment unprepared is death

by starvation. But yet, under these heartrending circumstances, several hundred

of us have started upon our dreary journey, and are now encamped in Lee County,

Iowa, suffering much from the intensity of the cold. Some of us are already

without food, and others have barely sufficient to last a few weeks: hundreds

of others must shortly follow us in the same unhappy condition, therefore:

"We, the presiding authorities of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day

Saints, as a committee in behalf of several thousand suffering exiles, humbly

ask Your Excellency to shield and protect us in our constitutional rights,

while we are passing through the Territory over which you have jurisdiction.

And, should any of the exiles be under the necessity of stopping in this

Territory for a time, either in settled or unsettled parts, for the purpose of

raising crops, by renting farms or upon public lands, or to make the necessary

preparations for their exile in any lawful way, we humbly petition Your

Excellency to use an influence and power in our behalf, and thus preserve

thousands of American citizens, together with their wives and children, from

intense sufferings, starvation and death. And your petitioners will ever

pray."




In the

diary of the President is a sort of valedictory, written before starting on

their journey from Sugar Creek, which concludes thus: "Our homes, gardens,

orchards, farms, streets, bridges, mills, public halls, magnificent temple, and

other public improvements we leave as a monument of our patriotism, industry,

economy, uprightness of purpose, and integrity of heart, and as a living

testimony of the falsehood and wickedness of those who charge us with

disloyalty to the Constitution of our country, idleness and dishonesty."




The

Mormons were setting out under their leaders, from the borders of civilization,

with their wives and their children, in broad daylight, before the very eyes of

ten thousand of their enemies, who would have preferred their utter destruction

to their " flight," notwithstanding they had enforced it by treaties

outrageous beyond description, inasmuch as the exiles were nearly all American

born, many of them tracing their ancestors to the very founders of the nation.

They had to make a journey of fifteen hundred miles over trackless prairies,

sandy deserts and rocky mountains, through bands of warlike Indians, who had

been driven, exasperated, towards the West; and at last, to seek out and build

up their Zion in valleys then unfruitful, in a solitary region where the foot

of the white man had scarcely trod. These, too, were to be followed by the

aged, the halt, the sick and the blind, the poor, who were to be helped by

their little less destitute brethren, and the delicate young mother with her

new-born babe at her breast, and still worse, for they were not only threatened

with the extermination of the poor remnant at Nauvoo, but news had arrived that

the parent-government designed to pursue their pioneers with troops, take from

them their arms, and scatter them, that they might perish by the way, and leave

their bones bleaching in the wilderness.




Yet did

Brigham Young deal with the exodus of the Mormon people as simply in its

opening as he did in his daily record of it. So, indeed, did the entire Mormon

community. They all seemed as oblivious of the stupendous meaning of an exodus,

as did the first workers on railroads of the vast meaning to civilization of

that wonder of the age. A people trusting in their God, the Mormons were, in

their mission, superior to the greatest human trials, and in their childlike

faith equal to almost superhuman undertakings. To-day, however, with the

astonishing change which has come over the spirit of the scene, on the whole

Pacific Slope, since the Mormons pioneered our nation towards the setting sun,

the picture of a modern Israel in their exodus has almost faded from the

popular mind; but, in the centuries hence, when the passing events of this age

shall have each taken their proper place, the historian will point back to that

exodus in the New World of the West, as one quite worthy to rank with the

immortal exodus of the children of Israel.




At about

noon, on the 1st of March, 1846, the " Camp of Israel" began to move,

and at four o'clock nearly four hundred wagons were on the way, traveling in a

north-westerly direction. At night, they camped again on Sugar Creek, having

advanced five miles. Scraping away the snow, they pitched their tents upon the

hard-frozen ground; and after building large fires in front, they made

themselves as comfortable as possible under the circumstances. Indeed, it is

questionable whether any other people in the world could have cozened

themselves into a happy state of mind amid such surroundings, with such a past,

fresh and bleeding in their memories, and with such a prospect as was before

both themselves and the remnant of their brethren left in Nauvoo to the tender

mercies of the mob. In his diary Apostle Orson Pratt wrote that night,

"Notwithstanding our sufferings, hardships and privations, we are

cheerful, and rejoice that we have the privilege of passing through tribulation

for the truth's sake."




These

Mormon pilgrims, who took much consolation on their journey in likening

themselves to the pilgrim fathers and mothers of this nation, whose descendants

many of them actually were, that night made their beds upon the frozen earth.

"After bowing before our great Creator," wrote Apostle Pratt,

"and offering up praise and thanksgiving to him, and imploring his protection,

we resigned ourselves to the slumbers of the night."




But the

weather was more moderate that night than it had been for several weeks

previous. At their first encampment the thermometer, at one time, fell twenty

degrees below zero, freezing over the great Mississippi. The survivors of that

journey will tell you they never Suffered so much from the cold in their lives

as they did on Sugar Creek. And what of the Mormon women? Around them circles

an almost tragic romance. Fancy may find abundant subject for graphic story of

the devotion, the suffering, the matchless heroism of the "Sisters,"

in the telling incident that nine children were born to them the first night

they camped out on Sugar Creek, February 5th, 1846. That day they wept their

farewells over their beloved city, or in the sanctuary of the Temple, in which

they had hoped to worship till the end of life, but which they left, never to

see again; that night suffering nature administered to them the mixed cup of

woman's supremest joy and pain.




But it

was not prayer alone that sustained these pilgrims. The practical philosophy of

their great leader, daily and hourly applied to the exigencies of their case,

did almost as much as their own matchless faith to sustain them from the commencement

to the end of their journey. With that leader had very properly come to the

"Camp of Israel" several of the Twelve and the chief bishops of the

Church, but he also brought with him a quorum humble in pretensions, yet useful

as high priests to the Saints in those spirit saddening days.




It was

Captain Pitt's brass band. That night the President had the "brethren and

sisters" out in the dance, and the music was as glad as at a merry-making.

Several gentlemen from Iowa gathered to witness the strange interesting scene.

They could scarcely believe their own senses when they were told that these

were the Mormons in their "flight from civilization," bound they knew

not whither, except where God should lead them by the "hand of his servant."




Thus in

the song and (he dance the Saints praised the Lord. When the night was fine,

and supper, which consisted of the most primitive fare, was over, some of the

men would clear away the snow, while others bore large logs to the camp fires

in anticipation of the jubilee of the evening. Soon, in a sheltered place, the

blazing fires would roar, and fifty couples, old and young, would join, in the

merriest spirit, to the music of the band or the rival revelry of the solitary

fiddle. As they journeyed along, too, strangers constantly visited their camps,

and great was their wonderment to see the order, unity and good feeling that

prevailed in the midst of the people. By the camp fires they would linger,

listening to the music and song; and they fain had taken part in the merriment

had not those scenes been as sacred worship in the exodus of a God-fearing

people. To fully understand the incidents here narrated, the reader must couple

in his mind the idea of an exodus with the idea of an Israelitish jubilee; for

it was a jubilee to the Mormons to be delivered from their enemies at any

price.




The

sagacious reader will readily appreciate the wise method pursued by Brigham

Young. Prayers availed much. The hymn and the prayer were never forgotten at

the close of the dance, before they dispersed, to make their bed within the

shelter of the wagon, or under it, exposed to the cold of those bitter nights.

But the dance and the song kept the Mormon pilgrims cheerful and healthy in

mind, whereas, had a spirit of gloomy fanaticism been encouraged, such as one

might have expected, most likely there would soon have been murmuring in the

congregation against their Moses, and the people would have been sighing for

the flesh-pots of Egypt. The patriarchal care of Brigham Young over the migrating

thousands was also something uncommon. It was extended to every family, every

soul; even the very animals had the master friend near to ease and succor them.

A thousand anecdotes could be told of that journey to illustrate this. When

traveling, or in camp, he was ever looking after the welfare of all. No poor

horse or ox even had a tight collar or a bow too small but his eye would see

it. Many times did he get out of his vehicle and see that some suffering animal

was relieved.




There

can be no doubt that the industrious habits of the Mormons, and the

semi-communistic character of their camps, enabled them to accomplish on their

journey what otherwise would have been impossible. They were almost destitute

at the start, but they created resources on the way. Their pioneers and

able-bodied men generally took work on farms, split rails, cleared the timber

for the new settlers, fenced their lands, built barns and husked their corn.

Each night brought them some employment; and, if they laid over for a day or

two at their encampment, the country around was busy with their industry. They

also scattered for work, some of them going even into Missouri among their

ancient enemies to turn to the smiter the "other cheek," while they

were earning support for their families.




At one

of their first camping grounds, on a ten-acre lot which the pioneer had cleared

of timber, they made the acquaintance of its owner, a Dr. Jewett.




The

worthy doctor was an enthusiast over mesmerism and animal magnetism, so he

sought to convert the Mormon leaders to his views. Brigham Young replied,

"I perfectly understand it, Doctor. We believe in the Lord's magnetizing.




He

magnetized Belshazzar so that he saw the hand-writing on the wall." The

Mormons, too, had seen the hand-writing on the wall, and were hastening to the

mountains.




The

citizens of Farmington came over to invite the Nauvoo Band, under Captain Pitt,

to come to their village for a concert. There was some music left in the "

brethren." They had not forgotten how to sing the " Songs of

Zion," so they made the good folks of Farmington merry, and for a time

forgot their own sorrows.




As soon

as the "Camp of Israel" was fairly on the march, the leader, with the

Twelve and the captains, divided it into companies of hundreds, fifties, and

tens; and then the companies took up their line in order, Brigham Young

directing the whole, and bringing up the main body, with the chief care of the

families.




The

weather was still intensely cold. The Pioneers moved in the face of keen-edged

northwest winds; they broke the ice to give their cattle drink; they made their

beds on the soaked prairie lands; heavy rains and snow by day, and frost at

night, rendered their situation anything but pleasant. The bark and limbs of

trees were the principal food of their animals, and after doubling their teams

all day, wading through the deep mud, they would find themselves at night only

a few miles on their journey. They grew sick of this at last, and for three

weeks rested on the head waters of the Chariton, waiting for the freshets to

subside.




These

incidents of travel were varied by an occasional birth in camp. There was also

the death of a lamented lady early on the journey. She was a gentle,

intelligent wife of a famous Mormon missionary, Orson Spencer, once a Baptist

minister of excellent standing. She had requested the brethren to take her with

them. She would not be left behind. Life was too far exhausted by the

persecutions to survive the exodus, but she could yet have the honor of dying

in that immortal circumstance of her people. Several others of the sisters also

died at the very starting. Ah, who shall fitly picture the lofty heroism of the

Mormon women!




It was

near the Chariton that the organization of the " Camp of Israel" was

perfected, on the 27th of March, when Brigham Young was formally chosen as the

President; and captains of hundreds, fifties, and tens were appointed.




Thus the

Twelve became relieved of their mere secular commands, and were placed at the

heads of divisions, in their more apostolic character, as presidents.




The

provisioning of the camp was also equally brought under organic management.

Henry G. Sherwood was appointed contracting commissary for the first fifty;

David D. Yearsley for the second; W. H. Edwards for the third; Peter Haws for

the fourth; Samuel Gulley for the fifth: Joseph Warburton for the sixth. Henry

G. Sherwood ranked as acting commissary-general. There were also distributing

commissaries appointed. Their duties, says the President's diary, "are to

make a righteous distribution of grain and provisions, and such articles as

shall be furnished for the use of the camp, among their respective

fifties."




Thus it

will be seen that the "Camp of Israel" now partook very much of a

military character, with all of an army's organic efficiency.




Towards

the end of April the camp came to a place the leaders named Garden Grove. Here

they determined to form a small settlement, open farms, and make a temporary

gathering place for "the poor," while the better prepared were to

push on the way and make other settlements.




On the

morning of the 27th of April the bugle sounded at Garden Grove, and all the men

assembled to organize for labor. Immediately hundreds of men were at work

cutting trees, splitting rails, making fences, cutting logs for houses,

building bridges, digging wells, making plows, and herding cattle. Quite a

number were sent into the Missouri settlements to exchange horses for oxen,

valuable feather beds and the like for provisions and articles most needed in

the camp, and the remainder engaged in plowing and planting. Messengers were

also dispatched to call in the bands of pioneers scattered over the country

seeking work, with instructions to hasten them up to help form the new

settlements before the season had passed; so that, in a scarcely conceivable

time, at Garden Grove and Mount Pisgah, industrious settlements sprang up

almost as if by magic. The main body also hurried on towards old Council

Bluffs, under the President and his chief men, to locate winter quarters, and

to send on a picked company of pioneers that year to the Rocky Mountains.

Reaching the Missouri River, they were welcomed by the Pottowatomie and Omaha

Indians.




By this

time Apostle Orson Hyde had arrived at headquarters from Nauvoo, and Apostle

Woodruff, home from his mission to England, was at Mount Pisgah.




To this

place an express from the President at Council Bluffs came to raise one hundred

men for the expedition to the mountains. Apostle Woodruff called for the

mounted volunteers, and sixty at once followed him out into the line; but the

next day an event occurred which caused the postponement of the journey to the

mountains till the following year.




It was

on the 26th of June when the camp at Mount Pisgah was thrown into consternation

by the cry, "The United States troops are upon us!" But soon

afterwards, Captain James Allen arriving with only three dragoons, the

excitement subsided. The High Council was called, and Captain Allen laid before

it his business, which is set forth in the following '' Circular to the

Mormons: I have come among you, instructed by Col. S. F. Kearney, of the U. S.

Army, now commanding the Army of the West, to visit the Mormon camp, and to

accept the service for twelve months of four or five companies of Mormon men

who may be willing to serve their country for that period in our present war

with Mexico; this force to unite with the Army of the West at Santa Fe, and be

marched thence to California, where they will be discharged.




"They

will receive pay and rations, and other allowances, such as other volunteers or

regular soldiers receive, from the day they shall be mustered into the service,

and will be entitled to all comforts and benefits of regular soldiers of the

army, and when discharged, as contemplated, at California, they will be given

gratis their arms and accoutrements, with which they will be fully equipped at

Fort Leavenworth. This is offered to the Mormon people now. This year an

opportunity of sending a portion of their young and intelligent men to the

ultimate destination of their whole people, and entirely at the expense of the

United States, and this advanced party can thus pave the way and look out the

land for their brethren to come after them.




"Those

of the Mormons who are desirous of serving their country on the conditions here

enumerated, are requested to meet me without delay at their principal camp at

the Council Bluffs, whither I am now going to consult with their principal men,

and to receive and organize the force contemplated to be raised.




"I

will receive all healthy, able-bodied men of from eighteen to forty-five years

of age.




J.

Allen, Capt., 1st Dragoons.




"Camp

of the Mormons at Mount Pisgah, 138 miles east of Council Bluff, June 26th,

1846.




"Note.—I

hope to complete the organization of this battalion in six days after my

reaching Council Bluffs, or within nine days from this time."




The High

Council of Mount Pisgah treated the military envoy with studied courtesy, but

the matter was of too great importance for even an opinion to be hazarded in

the absence of the master mind; so Captain Allen was furnished with a letter of

introduction to Brigham Young and the authorities at headquarters, and a

special messenger was dispatched by Apostle Woodruff to prepare the President

for the business of the government agent.


















 




CHAPTER III.




THE

CALL FOR THE MORMON BATTALION. INTERVIEWS WITH PRESIDENT POLK. THE APOSTLES

ENLISTING SOLDIERS FROM THEIR PEOPLE FOR THE SERVICE OF THE NATION. THE

BATTALION ON THE MARCH.




 




We now

come to a subject in Mormon history of which two opposite views have been

taken, neither of which, perhaps, are unqualifiedly correct. It is that of the

calling of a Mormon battalion to serve the nation in its war with Mexico, as

set forth in the circular already given. One view is that the Government,

prompted by such men as Senator Benton of Missouri, sought to destroy, or at

least to cripple the Mormons, by taking from them five hundred of their best

men, in an Indian country, and in their exodus; while the other view is that

the Government designed their good and honor. The truth is that a few honorable

gentlemen like Colonel Thomas L. Kane did so design; but it is equally true

that the great majority heartily wished for their utter extinction; while

Senator Douglass and many other politicians, seeing in this vast migration of

the Mormons towards the Pacific the ready and most efficient means to wrest

California from Mexico, favored the calling of the battalion for national

conquest, without caring what afterwards became of those heroic men who left

their families and people in the " wilderness," or whether those

families perished by the way or not. Moreover, the Mormon leaders are in

possession of what appears to be very positive evidence that, after President

Polk issued the " call," Senator Thomas Benton obtained from him the

pledge that, should the Mormons refuse to respond, United States troops should

pursue, cut off their route, and disperse them.




Such a

covenant was villainous beyond expression; for, to have dispersed the Mormon

pilgrims at that moment would have been to have devoted a whole people to the

crudest martyrdom.




In any

view of the case, it shows that the Mormons were an essentially loyal and

patriotic people; and, if we take the darkest view, which be it emphatically

affirmed was the one of that hour, then does the masterly policy of Brigham

Young, and the conduct of the Mormons, stand out sublime and farseeing beyond

most of the examples of history. The reader has noted Mr. Brannan's letter,

received by the leaders before starting on their journey; they looked upon this

"call" for, from five hundred to a thousand, of the flower of their

camps as the fulfillment of the "threat." The excuse to annihilate

them they believed was sought; even the General Government dared not disperse

and disarm them without an excuse. At the best an extraordinary test of their

loyalty was asked of them, under circumstances that would have required the

thrice hardening of a Pharaoh's heart to have exacted.




Here it

will only be just to both sides to give Colonel Kane's statement, in his

historical discourse on the Mormons, delivered before the Historical Society of

Pennsylvania, as that gentleman sustained in the case very much the character

of a special agent of the Administration to the Mormons. He said: "At the

commencement of the Mexican war, the President considered it desirable to march

a body of reliable infantry to California, at as early a period as practicable,

and the known hardihood and habits of discipline of the Mormons were supposed

peculiarly to fit them for this service. As California was supposed also to be

their ultimate destination, the long march might cost them less than other

citizens. They were accordingly invited to furnish a battalion of volunteers

early in the month of July.




"The

call could hardly have been more inconveniently timed. The young and those who

could best have been spared, were then away from the main body, either with

pioneer companies in the van, or, their faith unannounced, seeking work and

food about the north-western settlements, to support them till the return of

the season for commencing emigration. The force was, therefore, to be recruited

from among the fathers of families, and others, whose presence it was most

desirable to retain.




"There

were some, too, who could not view the invitation without distrust; they had

twice been persuaded by Government authorities in Illinois and Missouri, to

give up their arms on some special appeals to their patriotic confidence and

had then been left to the malice of their enemies. And now they were asked, in

the midst of the Indian country, to surrender over five hundred of their best

men for a war march of thousands of miles to California, without the hope of

return till after the conquest of that country. Could they view such a

proposition with favor?




"But

the feeling of country triumphed; the Union had never wronged them. 'You shall

have your battalion at once, if it has to be a class of elders,' said one,

himself a ruling elder. A central mass-meeting for council, some harangues at

the more remotely scattered camps, an American flag brought out from the

storehouse of things rescued and hoisted to the top of a tree-mast, and, in

three days, the force was reported, mustered, organized and ready to

march."




The

foregoing is a graphic summary, but the reader will ask for something more of

detail of this one of the chief episodes of the Pioneer history.




On the

first of July Captain Allen was in council at the Bluffs with Brigham Young,

Heber C. Kimball, Orson Hyde, Orson Pratt, Willard Richards, George A. Smith,

John Taylor, John Smith and Levi Richards. At head-quarters they had not nearly

sufficient force to raise the battalion. Yet they lost not a moment.




In the

character of recruiting sergeants Brigham, Heber and Willard at once set out

for Mount Pisgah, a distance of 130 miles, on the back track. Here they met

Elder Jesse C. Little, home from Washington, having had interviews with

President Polk and other members of the Government. A condensation of Elder

Little's report will, at least, give to the public the original plan of the

Government in the call of the battalion: "To President Brigham Young and

the Council of the Twelve Apostles: "Brethren: In your letter of

appointment to me dated Temple of God, Nauvoo, January 26th, 1846, you

suggested, 'If our Government should offer facilities for emigrating to the

western coast, Embrace those facilities if possible.




As a

wise and faithful man, take every honorable advantage of the times you can.




Be thou

a savior and deliverer of the people, and let virtue, integrity and truth be

your motto—salvation and glory the prize for which you contend.' In accordance

with my instructions, I felt an anxious desire for the deliverance of the

Saints, and resolved upon visiting James K. Polk, President of the United States,

to lay the situation of my persecuted brethren before him, and ask him, as the

representative of our country, to stretch forth the Federal arm in their

behalf. Accordingly, I called upon Governor Steele, of New Hampshire, with whom

I had been acquainted from my youth, and other philanthropic gentlemen to

obtain letters of recommendation to the heads of the departments."




Governor

Steele gave to Elder Little a letter of introduction to Mr. Bancroft, Secretary

of the Navy, in which the Governor said: "Mr. Little visits Washington, if

I understand it correctly, for the purpose of procuring, or endeavoring to

procure, the freight of any provisions or naval stores which the Government may

be desirous of sending to Oregon, or to any portion of the Pacific. He is thus

desirous of obtaining freight for the purpose of lessening the expense of

chartering vessels to convey him and his followers to California, where they

intend going and making a permanent settlement the present summer.




Ycurs

truly, John Steele."




From

Colonel Thomas L. Kane, Elder Little received a letter of introduction to the

Hon. George M. Dallas, Vice-President of the United States, in which the writer

said: "This gentleman visits Washington, with no other object than the

laudable one of desiring aid of Government for his people, who, forced by

persecution to found a new commonwealth in the Sacramento Valley, still retain

American hearts, and would not willingly sell themselves to the foreigner, or

forget the old commonwealth they leave behind."




Armed

with these and other letters, Mr. Little started to Washington from

Philadelphia, where he had enlisted, for his afflicted people, the zealous

friendship of the patriotic brother of the great Arctic explorer; and, soon

after his arrival at the capital, he obtained an introduction to President

Polk, through Ex-Postmaster-General Amos Kendall. The Elder was favorably

received by Mr. Polk, which emboldened him to address a formal petition to the

President, which he closed as follows: "From twelve to fifteen thousand

Mormons have already left Nauvoo for California, and many others are making

ready to go; some have gone around Cape Horn, and I trust, before this time,

have landed at the Bay of San Francisco. We have about forty thousand in the

British Isles, all determined to gather to this land, and thousands will sail

this fall. There are also many thousands scattered through the States, besides

the great number in and around Nauvoo, who will go to California as soon as

possible, but many of them are destitute of money to pay their passage either

by sea or land.




"We

are true-hearted Americans, true to our native country, true to its laws, true

to its glorious institutions; and we have a desire to go under the outstretched

wings of the American Eagle; we would disdain to receive assistance from a

foreign power, although it should be proffered, unless our Government should

turn us off in this great crisis, and compel us to be foreigners.




"If

you will assist us in this crisis, I hereby pledge my honor, as the representative

of this people, that the whole body will stand ready at your call, and act as

one man in the land to which we are going; and should our Territory be invaded,

we will hold ourselves ready to enter the field of battle, and then, like our

patriotic fathers, make the battle-field our grave, or gain our liberty."




There

were present at the first interview between the Mormon Elder and the President

of the United States, Gen. Sam. Houston, just from Texas, upon Mexican affairs,

and other distinguished men. A singular circumstance in American history is

here connected; for at that important juncture in the history of our nation, as

well as the Mormons, Washington was thrown into great excitement by the news

that General Taylor had fought two battles with the Mexicans. This important

event was directly bearing on the affairs of the Mormons, as much as upon those

of the nation at large. The news of the actual commencement of the war between

the two rival republics came in the very nick of time. Had Elder Little arrived

in Washington six months before, or six months later, there would have been a

marked variation from that which came to pass. We know not what the exact

difference would have been, but it is most certain that President Polk would

not then have designed to possess California by the help of these

State-founding Saints, nor would their shovels have turned up the gold at

Sutter's Mill, nor would General Stephen F. Kearney have had at his back the

Mormon Battalion as his chief force, when he made himself master of the land of

precious metals, and put his rival, Fremont, under arrest.




The day

alter his first interview with President Polk, Elder Little called again upon

ex-Postmaster-General Kendall, who informed him that the President had

determined to take possession of California; that he designed to use the

Mormons for this purpose, and that they would receive orders to push through to

fortify the country. This induced the Elder to address the petition already

quoted.




The

President now laid the matter before the Cabinet. The plan offered to his

colleagues was for the Elder to go direct to the Mormon camp, to raise from

among them "one thousand picked men, to make a dash into California and

take possession of it in the name of the United States." The Battalion was

to be officered by their own men, excepting the commanding officer, who was to

be appointed by President Polk, and to take cannon and everything necessary for

the defense of the country. One thousand more of the Mormons from the Eastern

States were proposed to be sent by way of Cape Horn, in a U. S. transport, for

the same service. This was the original plan which President Polk laid before

his Cabinet.




After

this Elder Little had his second interview with President Polk, who told the

Elder that he "had no prejudices against the Saints, but that he believed

them to be good citizens;" that he "was willing to do them all the

good in his power consistently ;" that " they should be protected

;'" and that he had "read the petition with interest." He

further emphatically observed that he had "confidence in the Mormons as

true American citizens, or he would not make such propositions as those he

designed." This interview lasted three hours, so filled was the President

with his plan of possessing California by the aid of the Mormons. But this

generous design was afterwards changed through the influence of Senator Benton.




Before

his departure west, Elder Little had another special interview with the

President, who further said that he had "received the Mormon

suffrages," that " they should be remembered;" and that he had

"instructed the Secretary of War to make out dispatches to Colonel

Kearney, commander of the Army of the West, relative to the Mormon Battalion."




On the

12th of June, Elder Little, in company with Colonel Thomas L. Kane, started for

the West, the Colonel bearing special dispatches from the Government to General

Kearney, who was at Fort Leavenworth. Judge Kane journeyed with his son as far

as St. Louis.




The

following is the order under which the Battalion was mustered into service: 




"Headquarters,

Army of the West, Fort Leavenworth, June 19, 1846.




"Sir:

It is understood that there is a large body of Mormons who are desirous of

emigrating to California, for the purpose of settling in that country, and I

have therefore to direct that you will proceed to their camps and endeavor to

raise from amongst them four or five companies of volunteers, to join me in my

expedition to that country, each company to consist of any number between 73

and 109, the officers of each company will be a captain, first lieutenant, and

second lieutenant, who will be elected by the privates, and subject to your

approval, and the captains then to appoint the non-commissioned officers, also

subject to your approval. The companies, upon being thus organized, will be

mustered by you into the service of the United States, and from that day will

commence to receive the pay, rations, and other allowances given to the other

infantry volunteers, each according to his rank. You will, upon mustering into

service the fourth company, be considered as having the rank, pay, and

emoluments of a lieutenant-colonel of infantry, and are authorized to appoint

an adjutant, sergeant-major, and quartermaster-sergeant for the battalion.




"The

companies, after being organized, will be marched to this post, where they will

be armed and prepared for the field, after which they will, under your command,

follow on my trail in the direction of Santa Fe, and where you will receive

further orders from me.




"You

will, upon organizing the companies, require provisions, wagons, horses, mules,

etc. You must purchase everything that is necessary and give the necessary

drafts upon the quartermaster and commissary departments at this post, which

drafts will be paid upon presentation.




"You

will have the Mormons distinctly to understand that I wish to have them as

volunteers for twelve months; that they will be marched to California,

receiving pay and allowances during the above time, and at its expiration they

will be discharged, and allowed to retain, as their private property, the guns

and accoutrements furnished to them at this post.




"Each

company will be allowed four women as laundresses, who will travel with the

company, receiving rations and other allowances given to the laundresses of our

army.




"With

the foregoing conditions, which are hereby pledged to the Mormons, and which

will be faithfully kept by me and other officers in behalf of the Government of

the United States, I cannot doubt but that you will in a few days be able to

raise five hundred young and efficient men for this expedition.




"Very

respectfully your obedient servant, (Signed) S. F. Kearney, Col. of First

Dragoons.




Per

Capt. James Allen, First. Reg. Dragoons, Fort Leavenworth."




The following

from important documents sent from the War Office a quarter of a century later,

to aid this author in his investigation of the call of the Mormon Battalion is

presented here to perfect the view: "Adjutant General's Office.




"Sir.

I send herewith such papers as I have been able to find relating to the way the

Mormon Battalion was received into service during the Mexican war.




Your

obedient servant, E. D. Townsend, Adjutant-General."




"Hon.

W. L. Marcy, Secretary of War, in a letter to General Kearney, dated Jure 3,

1846, states that it is known that a large body of Mormon emigrants are en

route to California, for the purpose of settling in that country, desires the

General to use all proper means to have a good understanding with them, to the

end that the United States may have their co-operation in taking possession of

and holding the country; authorizes the General to muster into service such as

can be induced to volunteer, not, however, to a number exceeding one third of

his entire force. Should they enter the service they were to be paid as other

volunteers; to be allowed to designate, as far as it could be properly done,

the persons to act as officers.




"This

appears to be the authority under which General Kearney mustered the Mormon

Battalion into service.




"The

command was mustered out of service in California, in 1847, and one company was

again mustered in immediately after to serve for twelve months.




This

company was mustered out in 1848 at San Diego."




The

other document of this Battalion history, furnished by the Adjutant General, is

General Kearney's order under which the Battalion was mustered into service.




It will

be seen from the above abstract of Secretary Marcy's letter to General Kearney,

that there exists in the War Office to-day positive proof that the United

States did design to colonize California by the aid of the Mormons.




Extraordinary

was the wording, that the United States Government " desires the General

to use ail proper means to have a good understanding with them, to the end that

the United States may have their co-operation in taking possession of and

holding the country.''' We return to the Pioneer narrative: It will be

remembered that Brigham Young, while believing the Battalion call to be a test

of loyalty, hastened with Heber C. Kimball and Willard Richards to Mount

Pisgah, 130 miles, to execute the "demand," as they deemed it, for a

battalion of their picked men to serve their country. They immediately sent

messengers, with official dispatches from their High Council to Nauvoo, Garden,

Grove, and the regions around, calling to headquarters their old men and

able-bodied boys to supply the place of their picked men going for the service

of their country.




Returning

to Council Bluffs, the Twelve gathered the " Camp of Israel" to enroll

the companies of volunteers. While Major Hunt, of the volunteers, was calling

out the first company, Brigham Young conversed with Colonel Kane in Woodruff's

carriage about the affairs of the nation and told him the time would come when

the Mormons would "have to save the Government of the United States, or it

would crumble to atoms."




Forty

minutes after twelve of the same day, July 15, the Elders and the people

assembled in the Bowery. President Young then delivered to the congregation a

simple but earnest speech, in which he told the brethren, with a touch of

subdued pathos, "not to mention families to-day;" that they had

"not time to reason now." "We want," he said, "to

conform to the requisition made upon us, and we will do nothing else until we

accomplish this thing. If we want the privilege of going where we can worship

God according to the dictates of our consciences, we must raise the Battalion.

I say, it is right; and who cares for sacrificing our comfort for a few

years?"




Nobly

did the Mormons respond to this call of their country. The Apostles acted as

recruiting sergeants; nor did they wait for their reinforcements, but moved as

though they intended to apply their leader's closing sentence literally; he

said: "After we get through talking, we will call out the companies; and

if there are not young men enough we will take the old men, and if they are not

enough we will take the women. I want to say to every man, the Constitution of

the United States, as framed by our fathers, was dictated, was revealed, was

put into their hearts by the Almighty, who sits enthroned in the midst of the

heavens; although unknown to them it was dictated by the revelations of Jesus

Christ, and I tell you, in the name of Jesus Christ, it is as good as ever I

could ask for. I say unto you, magnify the laws. There is no law in the United

States, or in the Constitution, but I am ready to make honorable."




"There

was no sentimental affectation at their leave-taking," said Thomas L.

Kane, in relating the story to the Historical Society of Pennsylvania.

"The afternoon before their march was devoted to a farewell ball; and a

more merry rout I have never seen, though the company went without

refreshments, and their ball was of the most primitive. It was the custom,

whenever the larger camps rested for a few days together, to make great arbors,

or boweries, as they called them, of poles, and brush, and wattling, as places

of shelter for their meetings of devotion or conference. In one of these, where

the ground had been trodden firm and hard by the worshippers, of the popular

Father Taylor's precinct, was gathered now the mirth and beauty of the Mormon

Israel.




"If

anything told that the Mormons had been bred to other lives, it was the

appearance of the women as they assembled here. Before their flight they had

sold their watches and trinkets as the most available recourse for raising

ready money; and hence like their partners, who wore waistcoats cut with

useless watch pockets, they, although their ears were pierced and bore the

marks of rejected pendants, were without earrings, chains or broaches. Except

such ornaments, however, they lacked nothing most becoming the attire of

decorous maidens. The neatly-darned white stockings, and clean white petticoat,

the clear-starched collar and chemisette, the something faded, only because

too-well washed lawn or gingham gown, that fitted modishly to the waist of its

pretty wearer—these, if any of them spoke of poverty, spoke of a poverty that

had known better days.




"With

the rest attended the elders of the Church within call, including nearly all

the chiefs of the High Council, with their wives and children. They, the

bravest and most trouble-worn, seemed the most anxious of any to throw off the

burden of heavy thoughts. Their leading off the dance in a double cotillion was

the signal which bade the festivity to commence. To the canto of debonair

violins, the cheer of horns, the jingle of sleigh bells and the jovial snoring

of the tambourines, they did dance! None of your minuets or other mortuary

possessions of gentles in etiquette, tight shoes and pinching gloves, but the

spirited and scientific displays of our venerated and merry grandparents, who

were not above following the fiddle to the lively fox-chase, French fours,

Copenhagen jigs, Virginia reels, and the like forgotten figures, executed with

the spirit of people too happy to be slow, or bashful, or constrained. Light

hearts, lithe figures, and light feet had it their own way from an early hour

till after the sun had dipped behind the sharp sky-line of the Omaha hills.

Silence was then called, and a well-cultivated mezzo-soprano voice, belonging

to a young lady with fair face and dark eyes, gave with quartette

accompaniment, a little song, the notes of which I have been unsuccessful in

repeated efforts to obtain since—a version of the text touching to all earthly

wanderers: "By the rivers of Babylon we sat down and wept; We wept when we

remembered Zion.




"There

was danger of some expression of feeling when the song was over, for it had

begun to draw tears, but, breaking the quiet with his hard voice, an elder

asked the blessing of heaven on all who, with purity of heart and brotherhood

of spirit, had mingled in that society, and then all dispersed, hastening to

cover from the falling dews."


















 




CHAPTER IV.




THE

MORMONS SETTLE ON INDIAN LANDS. A GRAND COUNCIL HELD BETWEEN THE ELDERS AND

INDIAN CHIEFS. A COVENANT IS MADE BETWEEN THEM, AND LAND GRANTED BY THE INDIANS

TO THEIR MORMON BROTHERS. CHARACTERISTIC SPEECHES OF FAMOUS INDIAN CHIEFS.

WINTER QUARTERS ORGANIZED. THE JOURNEY OF THE PIONEERS TO THE ROCKY MOUNTAINS.




 




With the

departure of the Battalion, the flower of their strength, vanished all

expectation of going to the Rocky Mountains that year, and the elders

immediately set to work to locate and build their winter quarters. Ever exact

to the organic genius of their community, their first business was to organize

the High Council of a "Traveling Stake of Zion." This was done at

Council Bluffs, July 21st, with Father Morley at the head of an incorporated

council of twelve high priests.




The

Indians welcomed their " Mormon brothers" with a touch of dramatic

pathos. "They would have been pleased," said Colonel Kane, "with

any whites who would not cheat them, nor sell them whiskey, nor whip them for

their poor gipsy habits, nor bear themselves indecently toward their women,

many of whom among the Pottawatomies, especially those of nearly unmixed French

descent, are singularly comely, and some of them educated. But all Indians have

something like a sentiment of reverence for the insane, and admire those who

sacrifice, without apparent motive, their worldly welfare to the triumph of an

idea. They understand the meaning of what they call a great vow, and think it

is the duty of the right-minded to lighten the votary's penance under it.




To this

feeling they united the sympathy of fellow sufferers for those who could talk

to them of their own Illinois and tell the story how from it they also had been

ruthlessly expelled.




"Their

hospitality was sincere, almost delicate. Fanny Le Clerc, the spoiled child of

the great brave, Pied Riche, interpreter of the nation, would have the pale

face, Miss Divine, learn duets with her to the guitar; and the daughter of

substantial Joseph La Framboise, the interpreter of the United States (she died

of the fever that summer) welcomed all the nicest young Mormon Kitties and

Lizzies and Jennies and Susans, to a coffee feast at her father's house, which

was probably the best cabin in the river village. They made the Mormons at home

there and elsewhere. Upon all they formally gave them leave to tarry just so

long as it suited their own good pleasure.




"The

affair, of course, furnished material for a solemn council. Under the auspices

of an officer of the United States, their chiefs were summoned, in the form

befitting great occasions, to meet in the dirty yard of one Mr. P. A. Sarpy's

log trading house, at their village; they came in grand toilet, moving in their

fantastic attire with so much aplomb and genteel measure, that the stranger

found it difficult not to believe them high-born gentlemen attending a costumed

ball.




When the

red men had indulged to satiety in tobacco smoke from their peace pipes, and in

what they love still better, their peculiar metaphoric rodomontade, which,

beginning with celestial bodies, and coursing downwards over the grandest

sublunary objects, always managed to alight at last on their great Father Polk,

and the tenderness of him for his affectionate colored children; all the solemn

funny fellows present, who played the part of chiefs, signed formal articles of

convention with their unpronounceable names.




"The

renowned chief, Pied Riche (he was surnamed Le Clerc on account of his

remarkable scholarship) then rose and said: "' My Mormon Brethren: The

Pottawatomie came sad and tired into this unhealthy Missouri bottom, not many

years back, when he was taken from his beautiful country beyond the

Mississippi, which had abundant game and timber, and clear water everywhere.

Now you are driven away the same from your lodges and your lands there, and the

graves of your people. So we have both suffered. We must keep one another and

the Great Spirit will keep us both.




You are

now free to cut and use all the wood you may wish. You can make your improvements

and live on any part of our actual land not occupied by us. Because one suffers

and does not deserve it, it is no reason he should suffer always.




I say,

we may live to see all right yet. However, if we do not, our children will.




Bonjour!'"




And thus

ended the pageant. But the Mormons had most to do with the Omaha Indians, for

they located their camps on both the east and west sides of the Missouri River.

Winter Quarters proper was on the west side, five miles above the Omaha of

to-day. There, on a pretty plateau, overlooking the river, they built, in a few

months, over seven hundred houses, neatly laid out with highways and by-ways,

and fortified with breastwork, stockade, and block-houses. It had, too, its

place of worship, "tabernacle of the congregation;" for in everything

they did they kept up the character of the modern Israel. The industrial

character of the people also typed itself on their city in the wilderness,

which sprang up as by magic, for it could boast of large workshops, and mills

and factories provided with water power. They styled it a "Stake of

Zion." It was the principal stake, too; several others, such as Garden

Grove and Mount Pisgah having already been established on the route.




The

settlement of headquarters brought the Mormons into peculiar relationship with

the Omahas. A grand council was also held between their chiefs and the Elders.

Big Elk made a characteristic speech for the occasion, yet not so distinguished

in its Indian eloquence as that of Le Clerc. Big Elk said, in response to

President Young: "My son, thou hast spoken well. I have all thou hast said

in my heart. I have much I want to say. We are poor. When we go to hunt game in

one place, we meet an enemy, and so in another place our enemies kill us. We do

not kill them. I hope we will be friends. You may stay on these lands two years

or more. Our young men may watch your cattle. We would be glad to have you

trade with us. We will warn you of danger from other Indians."




The

council closed with an excellent feeling; the pauper Omahas were treated to a

feast, very gracious even to the princely appetite of Big Elk; and then they

returned to their wigwams, satisfied for the time with the dispensation of the

Great Spirit, who had sent their " Mormon brethren" into their

country to care for and protect them from their enemies—the warlike Sioux.




The

Omahas were ready to solicit as a favor the residence of white protectors among

them. The Mormons harvested and stored away for them their crops of maize; with

all their own poverty they spared them food enough besides, from time to time,

to save them from absolutely starving; and their entrenched camp to the north

of the Omaha villages, served as a sort of a breakwater between them and the

destroying rush of the Sioux.




But the

Mormons were as careful in their settlement on the Indian lands as they had

been in the Battalion case, to make their conduct irreproachable in the eyes of

the General Government, and to do nothing, even in their direst necessities,

that would not force the sanction of the nation. They were, therefore,

particular in obtaining covenants from the Indians and forwarding them to the

President of the United States. Here is the covenant of the Omahas: "West

Side of the Missouri River, Near Council Bluffs, August 31, 1846.




"We,

the undersigned chiefs and braves, representatives of the Omaha nation of

Indians, do hereby grant to the Mormon people the privilege of tarrying upon

our lands for two years or more, or as long as may suit their convenience for

the purpose of making the necessary preparations to prosecute their journey

west of the Rocky Mountains, provided that our great father, the President of

the United States, shall not counsel us to the contrary.




And we

also do grant unto them the privilege of using all the wood and timber they

shall require.




And

furthermore agree that we will not molest or take from them their cattle,

horses, sheep, or any other property.




Big Elk,

his x mark, 




Standing

Elk, his x mark,




 Little

Chief, his x mark."




On this

matter Brigham Young wrote to the President in behalf of his people: Near

Council Bluffs, Butler's Park, Omaha Nation, Sept. 7, 1846.




"Sir:

Since our communication of the 9th ult. to Your Excellency, the Omaha Indians

have returned from their Summer hunt, and we have had an interview in general

council with their chiefs and braves, who expressed a willingness that we

should tarry on their lands, and use what wood and timber would be necessary

for our convenience, while we were preparing to prosecute our journey, as may

be seen by a duplicate of theirs to us of the 21st of August, which will be

presented by Col. Kane.




"In

council they were much more specific than in their writings, and Big Elk, in

behalf of his nation requested us to lend them teams to draw their corn at

harvest, and help keep it after it was deposited, to assist them in building

houses, making fields, doing some blacksmithing, etc., and to teach some of

their young men to do the same, and also keep some goods, and trade with them

while we tarried among them.




We

responded to all their wishes in the same spirit of kindness manifested by them

and told them we would do them all the good we could, with the same proviso

they made—if the President is willing; and this is why we write.




Hitherto

we have kept aloof from all intercourse except in councils, as referred to, and

giving them a few beeves when hungry, but we have the means of doing them a

favor by instructing them in agricultural and mechanical arts, if it is

desirable.




It might

subject us to some inconvenience in our impoverished situation, to procure

goods for their accommodation, and yet, if we can do it, we might receive in

return as many skins and furs as would prove a valuable temporary substitute

for worn-out clothing and tents in our camp, which would be no small blessing.




"A

small division of our camp is some two or three hundred miles west of this, on

the rush bottoms, among the Puncaws, where similar feelings are manifested

towards our people.




"Should

Your Excellency consider the requests of the Indians for instruction, etc.,

reasonable, and signifying the same to us, we will give them all the

information in mechanism and farming the nature of the case will admit, which

will give us the opportunity of getting the assistance of their men to help ns

herd and labor, which we have much needed since the organization of the

Battalion.




"A

license, giving us permission to trade with the Indians while we are tarrying

on or passing through their lands, made out in the name of Newel K. Whitney,

our agent in camp, would be a favor to our people and our red neighbors. All of

which is submitted to Your Excellency's considerations and the confidence of

Colonel Kane.




"Done

in behalf of the council of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latterday Saints, at

the time and place before mentioned, and Camp of Israel.




'Most

respectfully, 




Brigham

Young, President,




Willard

Richards, Clerk."




"To

James K. Polk, President U. S."




Out of

an absolute destitution, and in spite of their expulsion, the Mormons had

flourished and increased in the wilderness, so that at the end of the year

1846, Winter Quarters had grown into twenty-two wards, with a bishop over each.




As the

spring opened, they began to prepare for their journey to the mountains, which

at that day was almost appalling to the imagination. They had still over a

thousand miles to the valley of the Salt Like, and so little was known of the

country any more than its name implied—the Great American Desert— that the

Mormons could not look forward to much of a land of promise to repay them for

all the past. Yet sang their poet, Eliza R. Snow, who has ever on their great

occasions fired them with her Hebraic inspiration: 




"The

time of winter now is o'er.




There's

verdure on the plain; 




We leave

our shelt'ring roofs once more, 




And to

our tents again.




Chorus

:—O Camp of Israel, onward move, 




O,

Jacob, rise and sing; 




Ye

Saints the world's salvation prove, 




All hail

to Zion's King!"




The

pioneer song (as it was called) was, like their journey, quite lengthy.




But the

pioneers sang it with a will. It told them of their past; told them in

exultation, that they were leaving the "mobbing Gentile race, who thirsted

for their blood, to rest in Jacob's hiding place," and it told of the

future, in prophetic strains.




The word

and will of the Lord concerning the Camp of Israel in its journeyings to the

West, was published from head-quarters, on the 14th of January, 1847. As it is

the first written revelation ever sent out to the Church by President Young,

the following passages from it will be read with interest: "Let all the

people of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints and those who journey

with them, be organized into companies, with a covenant and promise to keep all

the commandments and statutes of the Lord our God. Let the companies be organized

with captains of hundreds, and captains of fifties, and captains of tens, with

a president and councilor at their head, under the direction of the Twelve

Apostles; and this shall be our covenant, that we will walk in all the

ordinances of the Lord.




"Let

each company provide itself with all the teams, wagons, provisions and all

other necessaries for the journey that they can. When the companies are

organized, let them go to with all their might, to prepare for those who are to

tarry. Let each company, with their captains and presidents, decide how many

can go next spring; then choose out a sufficient number of able-bodied and

expert men to take teams, seed, and farming utensils to go as pioneers to

prepare for putting in the spring crops. Let each company bear an equal

proportion, according to the dividend of their property, in taking the poor,

the widows, and the fatherless, and the families of those who have gone with

the army, that the cries of the widow and the fatherless come not up into the

ears of the Lord against his people.




"Let

each company prepare houses, and fields for raising corn for those who are to

remain behind this season; and this is the will of the Lord concerning this

people."




"Let

every man use all his influence and property to remove this people to the place

where the Lord shall locate a Stake of Zion; and if ye do this with a pure

heart, with all faithfulness, ye shall be blessed in your flocks, and in your

herds, and in your fields, and in your houses, and in your families." * *

On the 7th of April, 1847, the day after the general conference, the pioneers

started from Winter Quarters.




As soon

as they got fairly on the journey, they were organized as a military body, into

companies of hundreds, fifties and tens. The following order of the officers

will illustrate: 




Brigham

Young, Lieutenant-General; Stephen Markham, Colonel; John Pack, 1st Major;

Shadrach Roundy, 2nd Major; Captains of hundreds, Stephen Markham and A. P.

Rockwood.




Captain

of Company 1, Wilford Woodruff; Company 2, Ezra T. Benson; Company 3, Phineas

H. Young; Company 4, Luke Johnson; Company 5, Stephen H. Goddard; Company 6,

Charles Shumway; Company 7, James Case: Company 8, Seth Taft; Company 9, Howard

Egan; Company 10, Appleton M. Harmon; Company 11, John Higbie; Company 12,

Norton Jacobs; Company 13, John Brown; Company 14, Joseph Mathews.




The camp

consisted of 73 wagons; 143 men, 3 women and 2 children— 148 souls. Nothing

could better illustrate the perfection of Mormon organization than this example

of the pioneers, for they were apostles and picked elders of minute companies,

and under strict discipline.




Lieutenant-General

Young issued general orders to the regiment. The men were ordered to travel in

a compact body, being in an Indian country ; every man to carry his gun loaded,

the locks to be shut on a piece of buckskin, with caps ready in case of attack;

flint locks, with cotton and powder flask handy, and every man to walk by the

side of his wagon, under orders not to leave it, unless sent by the officer in

command, and the wagons to be formed two abreast, where practicable, on the

march. At the call of the bugle in the morning, at five o'clock, the pioneers

were to arise, assemble for prayers, get breakfast, and be ready to start at

the second call of the bugle at seven. At night, at half-past eight, at the

command from the bugle, each was to retire for prayer in his own wagon, and to

bed at nine o'clock. Tents were to be pitched on Saturday nights and the

Sabbath kept.




The

course of the pioneers was up the north bank of the Platte, along which they

traveled slowly. They crossed Elk Horn on a raft, forded the Loup Fork with

considerable danger in consequence of the quicksands, and reached Grand Island

about the 1st of May.




This was

the day on which the pioneers had their first buffalo hunt. There was much

exciting interest in the scene, for scarcely one of the hunters had chased a

buffalo before. They killed four cows, three bulls, and five calves.




While on

a hunt, several days after, the hunters were called in, a party of four hundred

Indian warriors nearby having shown signs of an attack. The Indians had

previously been threatening and were setting fire to the prairie on the north

side of the Platte. The pioneers fired their cannon twice to warn the Indians

that they were on the watch.




A

council was now held to consider whether or not it were wise to cross the river

and strike the old road to Laramie, there being good grass on that side, while

the Indians were burning it on the north. In view, however, of the thousands

who would follow in their track, it was concluded to continue as before,

braving the Indians and the burning prairies; for, said the pioneers: "A

new road will thus be made, which shall stand as a permanent route for the

Saints."




Thus the

pioneers broke a new road across the plains, over which tens of thousands of

their people have since traveled, and which was famous as the "old Mormon

road," till the railway came to blot almost from memory the toils and

dangers of a journey of more than a thousand miles, by ox teams, to the valleys

of Utah. (It is a curious fact that for several hundred miles the grade of the

great trans-continental railway is made exactly upon the old Mormon road).




The

pioneers were wary. Colonel Markham drilled his men in good military style, and

the cannon was put on wheels. William Clayton, formerly the scribe of the

Prophet, and, in the pioneer journey, scribe to President Young, and Willard

Richards, the Church historian, invented a machine to measure the distance.

General Young himself marked the entire route, going in advance daily with his

staff. This service was deemed most important, as their emigrations would

follow almost in the very footprints of the pioneers.




Those

were days for the buffalo hunt, scarcely to be imagined, when crossing the

plains a quarter of a century later. Some days they saw as many as fifty

thousand buffalo.




They

came to the hunting ground of the Sioux, where, a few days before, five hundred

lodges had stood. Nearly a thousand warriors had encamped there.




They had

been on a hunting expedition. Acres of ground were covered with buffalo wool

and other remains of the slaughter. No wonder the Indian of the plains bemoans

his hunting grounds, now lost to him forever. Several days later there were

again fears of an Indian attack, and the cannon was got ready.




The

pioneers were within view of Chimney rock on Sunday, the 23rd of May. Here they

held their usual Sabbath service.




On the

first of June they were opposite Laramie. Here they were joined by a small

company of Mormons from Mississippi, who had been at Pueblo during the winter.

They reported news of a detachment of the battalion at Pueblo that expected to

start for Laramie about the first of June and follow the pioneer track. This

addition to the camp consisted of a brother Crow and his family (fourteen

souls, with seven wagons).




The next

day President Young and others visited Fort Laramie, then occupied by

thirty-eight persons, mostly French, who had married the Sioux.




Mr.

Burdow, the principal man at the Fort, was a Frenchman. He cordially received

General Young and his staff, invited them into his sitting-room, gave them

information of the route, and furnished them with a flat-bottom boat on

reasonable terms, to assist them in ferrying the Platte. Ex-Governor Boggs, who

had recently passed with his company, had said much against the Mormons,

cautioning Mr. Burdow to take care of his horses and cattle. Boggs and his

company were quarreling, many having deserted him; so Burdow told the

ex-Governor that, let the Mormons be what they might, they could not be worse

than himself and his men.




It is

not a little singular that this exterminating Governor of Missouri should have

been crossing the Plains at the same time with the Pioneers. They were going to

carve out for their people a greater destiny than they could have reached

either in Missouri or Illinois—he to pass away, leaving nothing but a

transitory name.




It was

decided to send Amasa Lyman, with several other brethren, to Pueblo, to meet

the detachment of the Battalion, and hurry them on to Laramie to follow the

track.




At the

old Fort they set up blacksmith shops and did some necessary work for the camp.

Then commenced the ascent of the Black Hills, on the 4th of June.




Fifteen

miles from Laramie, at the Springs, a company of Missouri emigrants came up.

The pioneers kept the Sabbath the next day; the Missourians journeyed. Another

company of Missourians appeared and passed on. A party of traders, direct from

Santa Fe, overtook the Pioneers, and gave information of the detachment of the

battalion, at Santa Fe, under Captain Brown.




The two

Missouri companies kept up a warfare between themselves on the route. They were

a suggestive example to the Mormons. After they had traveled near each other

for a week, on the Sunday following, President Young made this the subject of

his discourse. He said of the two Missourian companies: "They curse,

swear, rip and tear, and are trying to swallow up the earth; but though they do

not wish us to have a place on it, the earth might as well open and swallow

them up; for they will go to the land of forgetfulness, while the Saints;

though they suffer some privations here, if faithful, will ultimately inherit

the earth, and increase in power, dominion and glory."




General

Young called together the officers, to consult on a plan for crossing the

river. He directed them to go immediately to the mountains with teams, to get

poles. They were then to lash from two to four wagons abreast, to keep them

from turning over, and float them across the river with boats and ropes; so a

company of horsemen started to the mountains with teams.




The

"brethren" had previously ferried over the Missourians, who paid them

$1.50 for each wagon and load, and paid it in flour at $2.50; yet flour was

worth ten dollars per cwt., at least, at that point. They divided their

earnings among the camp equally. It amounted to five and a half pounds of flour

each, two pounds of meal, and a small piece of bacon.




"It

looked," says Wilford Woodruff, "as much of a miracle to me to see

our flour and meal bags replenished in the Black Hills as it did to have the

Children of Israel fed with manna in the wilderness. But the Lord had been

truly with us on our journey and had wonderfully preserved and blessed

us."




These

little stores of flour were supposed to have saved the lives of some of the

pioneers, for they were by this time entirely destitute of the " staff of

life."




The

pioneers were seven days crossing the river at this point. While here they

established a ferry and selected nine men to leave in charge of it, with

instructions to divide the means accumulated equally, to be careful of the

lives and property of those they ferried, to "forget not their

prayers," and "to come on with the next company of Saints." They

reached Independence Rock on the 21st of June, and the South Pass on the 26th.




Several

days later they met Major Harris, who had traveled through Oregon and

California for twenty-five years. He spoke unfavorably of the Salt Lake country

for a settlement. Next day Col. Bridger came up. He desired to go into council

with the Mormon leaders. The apostles held the council with the colonel. He

spoke more favorably of the great basin; but thought it not prudent to continue

emigration there until they ascertained whether grain would grow there or not.

He said he would give a thousand dollars for the first bushel of wheat raised

in the valley of the Salt Lake.




At Green

River they were met by Elder Samuel Brannan from the Bay of San Francisco. He

came to give an account of the Mormon company that sailed with him in the ship

Brooklyn. They had established themselves two hundred miles up the river, were

building up a city, and he had already started a newspaper. They were several

days fording Green River. Here the pioneers kept the 4th of July.




The

Mormon battalion now began to reinforce the pioneers. Thirteen of these soldiers,

returning from the service of their country, joined them at Green River, and

reported that a whole detachment of 140 were within seven days' drive.




As the

pioneers approached the valley of the Great Salt Lake, the interest became

intense. The gold-finders of California, and the founders of the Pacific States

and Territories generally, had but a fever for precious metals, or were

impelled westward by the migrating spirit of the American people; but these

Mormon pioneers were seeking the "Pearl of Great Price," and their

thoughts and emotions, as they drew near the Salt Lake Valley were akin to

those of the Pilgrim Fathers as they came in sight of Plymouth Rock.




During

the last days of the journey, President Young was laid up with the

"mountain fever," from which he did not fully recover till on the

return trip to Winter Quarters.




After

passing Bear River, a council of the whole was called, and it was resolved that

Apostle Orson Pratt should take a company of about twenty wagons, with forty

men, to go forward and make a road. Twenty-three wagons started the next

morning. For a while we will follow the journal of Orson Pratt: "July 21st

—We resumed our journey, traveled two and a half miles, and ascended a mountain

for one and a half miles; descended upon the west side one mile; came upon a

swilt running creek, where we halted for noon: we called this Last Creek.

Brother Erastus Snow (having overtaken our camp from the other camp, which he

said was but a few miles in the rear,) and myself proceeded in advance of the

camp down Last Creek four and a half miles, to where it passes through a canyon

and issues into a broad open valley below. To avoid the canyon the wagons last

season had passed over an exceedingly steep and dangerous hill. Mr. Snow and

myself ascended this hill, from the top of which a broad open valley, about

twenty miles wide and thirty long, lay stretched out before us, at the north

end of which the broad waters of the Great Salt Lake glistened in the sunbeams,

containing high mountainous islands from twenty-five to thirty miles in extent.

After issuing from the mountains among which we had been shut up for many days

and beholding in a moment such an extensive scenery open before us, we could

not refrain from a shout of joy which almost involuntarily escaped from our

lips the moment this grand and lovely scenery was within our view. We

immediately descended very gradually into the lower parts of the valley, and

although we had but one horse between us, yet we traversed a circuit of about

twelve miles before we left the valley to return to our camp, which we found

encamped one and a half miles up the ravine from the valley, and three miles in

advance of their noon halt. It was about nine o'clock in the evening when we

got into camp. The main body of the pioneers who were in the rear were encamped

only one and a half miles up the creek from us, with the exception of some

wagons containing some who were sick, who were still behind.




"July

22nd.—This morning George A. Smith and myself, accompanied by seven others,

rode into the valley to explore, leaving the camp to follow on and work the

road, which here required considerable labor, for we found that the canyon at

the entrance of the valley, by cutting out the thick timber and underbrush,

connected with some spading and digging, could be made far more preferable than

the route over the steep hill mentioned above. We accordingly left a written

note to that effect and passed on. After going down into the valley about five

miles, we turned our course to the north, down towards the Salt Lake. For three

or four miles north we found the soil of a most excellent quality.




Streams

from the mountains and springs were very abundant, the water excellent, and

generally with gravel bottoms. A great variety of green grass, and very

luxuriant, covered the bottoms for miles where the soil was sufficiently damp,

but in other places, although the soil was good, vet the grass had nearly dried

up for want of moisture. We found the drier places swarming with very large

crickets, about the size of a man's thumb. This valley is surrounded with

mountains, except on the north, the tops of some of the highest being covered

with snow. Every one or two miles streams were emptying into it from the

mountains on the east, many of which were sufficiently large to carry mills and

other machinery.




As we

proceeded towards the Salt Lake the soil began to assume a more sterile

appearance, being probably at some seasons of the year overflowed with water.

We found as we proceeded on, great numbers of hot springs issuing from near the

base of the mountains. These springs were highly impregnated with salt and

sulphur: the temperature of some was nearly raised to the boiling point. We

traveled for about fifteen miles down after coming into the valley, the latter

parts of the distance the soil being unfit for agricultural purposes. We

returned and found our wagons encamped in the valley, about five and one-fourth

miles from where they left the canyon.




"July

21st.—This morning we dispatched two persons to President Young, and the wagons

which were still behind, informing them of our discoveries and explorations.

The camp removed its position two miles to the north, where we encamped near

the bank of a beautiful creek of pure cold water. This stream is sufficiently

large for mill sites and other machinery. Here we called the camp together, and

it fell to my lot to offer up prayer and thanksgiving in behalf of our company,

all of whom had been preserved from the Missouri, river to this point; and,

after dedicating ourselves and the land unto the Lord, and imploring His

blessings upon our labors, we appointed various committees to attend to

different branches of business, preparatory to putting in crops, and in about

two hours after our arrival we began to plow, and the same afternoon built a

dam to irrigate the soil, which at the spot where we were plowing was

exceedingly dry.




Towards

evening we were visited by a thunder shower from the west; not quite enough

rain to lay the dust. Our two messengers returned, bringing us word that the

remainder of the wagons belonging to the pioneer company were only a few miles

distant, and would arrive the next day. At 3 p. M. the thermometer stood at

960."




Returning

to the main body of the Pioneers, a few simple but graphic passages from the

diary of Apostle Wilford Woodruff will illustrate their entrance into the

valleys of Utah better than an author's imagination.




"July

20th.—We started early this morning, and stopped for breakfast after a five

miles' drive. I carried Brother Brigham in my carriage. The fever was still on

him, but he stood the journey well. After breakfast we travelled over ten miles

of the worst road of the whole journey.




"July

21st.—We are compelled to lay over in consequence of the sick.




"July

22nd.—Continued our journey.




"July

23rd.—We left East Canyon; reached the summit of the mountain and descended six

miles through a thick-timbered grove. We nooned at a beautiful spring in a

small birch grove. Here we were met by Brothers Pack and Mathews from the advance

camps. They brought us a dispatch. They had explored the Great Salt Lake Valley

as far as possible and made choice of a spot to put in crops.




"July

24th.—This is one of the most important days of my life, and in the history of

the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints.




"After

traveling six miles through a deep ravine ending with the canyon, we came in

full view of the valley of the Great Salt Lake; the land of promise, held in

reserve by God, as a resting place for his Saints.




"We

gazed in wonder and admiration upon the vast valley before us, with the waters

of the Great Salt Lake glistening in the sun, mountains towering to the skies,

and streams of pure water running through the beautiful valley. It was the

grandest view we had ever seen till this moment. Pleasant thoughts ran through

our minds at the prospect that, not many years hence, the house of God would be

established in the mountains and exalted above the hills; while the valleys

would be converted into orchards, vineyards, and fruitful fields, cities

erected to the name of the Lord, and the standard of Zion unfurled for the

gathering of the nations.




"President

Young expressed his entire satisfaction at the appearance of the valley as a

resting place for the Saints and felt amply repaid for his journey. While lying

upon his bed, in my carriage, gazing upon the scene before us, many things of

the future, concerning the valley, were shown to him in vision.




"After

gazing awhile upon this scenery, we moved four miles across the table land into

the valley, to the encampment of our brethren who had arrived two days before

us. They had pitched upon the banks of two small streams of pure water and had

commenced plowing. On our arrival they had already broken five acres of land

and had begun planting potatoes in the valley of the Great Salt Lake.




"As

soon as our encampment was formed, before taking my dinner, having half a

bushel of potatoes, I went to the plowed field and planted them, hoping, with

the blessing of God, to save at least the seed for another year.




"The

brethren had damned up one of the creeks and dug a trench, and by night nearly

the whole ground, which was found very dry, was irrigated.




"Towards

evening, Brothers Kimball, Smith, Benson and myself rode several miles up the

creek (City Creek) into the mountain, to look for timber and see the country.




"There

was a thunder shower, and it rained over nearly the whole valley; it also

rained a little in the forepart of the night. We felt thankful for this, as it

was the generally conceived opinion that it did not rain in the valley during

the summer season."




How well

this arrival of the Pioneers into their "Land of Promise" illustrates

the character of the Mormon people. Empire founding on the first day; planting

their fields before rest or dinner. Rain on the day of Brigham Young's

arrival—to them a miracle of promise! Already had his vision begun to be

fulfilled!


















 




CHAPTER V.




THE

FIRST SABBATH IN THE VALLEY. THE PIONEERS APPLY THE PROPHECIES TO THEMSELVES

AND THEIR LOCATION. ZION HAS GONE UP INTO THE MOUNTAINS. THEY LOCATE THE TEMPLE

AND LAY OFF THE "CITY OF THE GREAT SALT LAKE." THE LEADERS RETURN TO

WINTER QUARTERS TO GATHER THE BODY OF THE CHURCH.




 




The

arrival of the main body of the Pioneers in the valley of the Great Salt Lake

was on a Saturday. The next day to them was a Sabbath indeed.




"We

shaved and cleaned up," says Apostle Woodruff, in his graphic story of the

Pioneers, "and met in the circle of the encampment."




In the

afternoon the whole " Congregation of Israel" partook of the Sacrament

of the Lord's Supper.




Then the

valleys rang with the exultant themes of the Hebrew Prophets, and the

"everlasting hills" reverberated to the hosannas of the Saints.




Orson

Pratt was the preacher of the great subject, which, to the ardent faith of

those Pioneers, never lived in fulfillment till that moment. The sublime

flights of the matchless Isaiah gave the principal theme.




"O

Zion, that bringest good tidings, get thee up into the high mountains!"




But

Isaiah is not alone in the culminating inspiration. There is such a grand unity

among the Hebrew prophets, when touching this subject of a Latter-day Zion,

that undoubtedly, it was the burden of the divine epic to which the Hebraic

genius soared. Notwithstanding the mental diversity of these poet-prophets, in

this crowning theme they gave us, not poetic fragments, but a glorious

continued composition, as from a manifold genius.




"Thy

watchmen shall lift up their voice; with the voice together shall they sing;

and they shall see eye to eye when they Lord shall bring again Zion."




This was

fulfilled to those Anglo-American Pioneers on that day. They felt they were the

watchmen! With the voice together they sang the theme and did literally shout

their hosannas. They saw eye to eye. "The Lord hath brought again Zion."




Nor were

these Mormon Apostles figurative in their applications; they rendered most

literally to themselves every point. Orson Pratt declared, with an Apostle's

assurance, that their location, in the valleys of the Rocky Mountains, was in

the view of the ancient seers. That which was before seemingly contradictory in

the extreme, relative to the Latter-day Zion, especially its location and the

rapid transformation of its founding, was now made plain and most literal.




Apostle

Pratt reconciled it all. The Pioneers saw the vision of Zion harmonized on that

first Sabbath in the valley, as they might have seen their own faces in a

mirror.




God

would "hide his people in the chambers of the mountains!" Yet, in

these "last days" he would "establish his house on the tops of

the mountains and exalt it above the hills!"




And here

were these Pioneers of Mormon Israel in a valley nearly thirty miles in

diameter, encircled by a chain of mountains; here, in a valley nearly five

thousand feet above the level of the sea—"exalted above the

hills"—yet belted by mountains with everlasting caps of snow. It was

indeed as the "chambers of the Lord," and the name which it popularly

bore—the "Great Basin "—was nearly as striking to the imagination as

its prophetic name.




Latter-day

Zion, too, was to be a place "sought out"—a place "not

forsaken." They had sought it out by an exodus, and an unparalleled

journey of a people, nearly fifteen hundred miles, over unbroken prairies,

sandy deserts, and rocky mountains; and they were about to found their Zion in

a primeval valley, where no city, since the creation, had ever stood—a place

"not forsaken" by civilized people of the ages long since dead. The

" solitary places" were to be "made glad," the " wilderness"

was to "blossom as the rose," and the " desert" suddenly to

be converted into the " fruitful field." Such was the sermon of the

first Sabbath in the Great Salt Lake Valley. The Pioneers had chosen for the

location of their Zion and her temples, the "Great American Desert,"

and they were about to make real the strange and highly colored picture. So

much like the change in an enchanted scene has been the transformation which

has since come over those desert valleys and canyons of the Rocky Mountains,

that for the last quarter of a century the Mormons have been popularly

described in nearly every nation of the earth as that peculiar people who have

made the "desert to blossom as the rose." Look upon the valley of the

Salt Lake today as the Spring opens, when the gardens and orchards are in one

universal rose blossom, and there never was a prophetic picture more literally

realized.




Though

feeble with that most languishing of diseases, the mountain fever, and scarcely

able to stand upon his feet, Brigham Young was still the law-giver on that first

Sabbath. If he had not the strength to preach a great sermon on the Latter-day

Zion, like that of the Mormon Paul—Orson Pratt—he was "every inch"

the Moses of the Mormon Exodus.




"He

told the brethren," says the historian Woodruff, "that they must not

work on Sunday; that they would lose five times as much as they would gain by

it. None were to hunt or fish on that day; and there should not any man dwell

among us who would not observe these rules. They might go and dwell where they

pleased but should not dwell with us. He also said, no man should buy any land

who came here; that he had none to sell; but every man should have his land

measured out to him for city and farming purposes. He might till it as he

pleased, but he must be industrious, and take care of it.




"On

Monday ten men were chosen for an exploring expedition. I took President Young

into my carriage, and, traveling two miles towards the mountain, made choice of

a spot for our garden.




"We

then returned to camp, and went north about five miles, and we all went on to

the top of a high peak, on the edge of the mountain, which we considered a good

place to raise an ensign. So we named it 'Ensign Peak.' 




"I

was the first person to ascend this hill, which we had thus named. Brother

Young was very weary, in climbing to the peak, from his recent fever.




"We

descended to the valley, and started north to the Hot Sulphur Springs, but we

returned two miles to get a drink of cold water, and then went back four miles

to the Springs. We returned to the camp quite weary with our day's

explorations. Brothers Mathews and Brown had crossed the valley in the

narrowest part, opposite the camp, to the west mountain, and found it about

fifteen miles.




"Next

day Amasa Lyman came into camp and informed us that Captain Brown's detachment

of the Mormon Battalion would be with us in about two days.




"We

again started on our exploring expedition. All the members of the quorum of the

Twelve belonging to the pioneers, eight in number, were of the company. Six

others of the brethren, including Brannan of San Francisco, were with us.




"We

started for the purpose of visiting the Great Salt Lake, and mountains on the

west of the valley. We traveled two miles west from Temple Block and came to

the outlet of the Utah Lake; thence fourteen miles to the west mountain and

found that the land was not so fertile as on the east side.




"We

took our dinner at the fresh water pool, and then rode six miles to a large

rock, on the shore of the Salt Lake, which we named Black Rock, where we all

halted and bathed in the salt water. No person could sink in it but would roll

and float on the surface like a dry log. We concluded that the Salt Lake was

one of the wonders of the world.




"After

spending an hour here, we went west along the lake shore, and then returned ten

miles to our place of nooning, making forty miles that day.




"In

the morning we arose refreshed by sleep in the open air. Having lost my

carriage whip the night before, I started on horseback to go after it. As I

approached the spot where it was dropped, I saw about twenty Indians. At first

they looked to me in the distance like a lot of bears coming towards me. As I

was unarmed I wheeled my horse and started back on a slow trot.




"But

they called to me, and one, mounting his horse, came after me with all speed.

When he got within twenty rods I stopped and met him. The rest followed. They

were Utes and wanted to trade. I told them by signs that our camp was near, so

he went on with me to the camp. From what we had yet seen of the Utes they appeared

friendly, though they had a bad name from the mountaineers. The Indian wanted

to smoke the pipe of peace with us, but we soon started on and he waited for

his company.




"We

traveled ten miles south under the mountain. The land laid beautifully, but there

was no water, and the soil was not so good as on the east. We saw about a

hundred goats, sheep and antelope playing about the hills and valleys. We

returned, weary, to the pioneer encampment, making thirty miles for the day.




''After

our return to the camp, President Young called a council of the quorum of the

Twelve. There were present: Brigham Young, Heber C. Kimball, Willard Richards,

Orson Pratt, Wilford Woodruff, George A. Smith, Amasa Lyman and Ezra T. Benson.




"We

walked from the north camp to about the center between the two creeks, when

President Young waved his hand and said: 'Here is the forty acres for the

Temple. The city can be laid out perfectly square, north and south, east and

west.' It was then moved and carried that the Temple lot contain forty acres on

the ground where we stood. It was also moved and carried that the city be laid

out into lots of ten rods by twenty each, exclusive of the streets, and into

blocks of eight lots, being ten acres in each block, and one and a quarter in

each lot.




"It

was further moved and carried that each street be laid out eight rods wide, and

that there be a side-walk on each side, twenty feet wide, and that each house

be built in the center of the lot twenty feet from the front, that there might

be uniformity throughout the city.




"It

was also moved that there be four public squares of ten acres each, to be laid

out in various parts of the city for public grounds.




"At

eight o'clock the whole camp came together on the Temple ground and passed the

votes unanimously, and, when the business part of the meeting was closed,

President Young arose and addressed the assembly upon a variety of subjects.




"In

his remarks the President said that he was determined to have all things in

order, and righteousness should be practiced in the land. We had come here

according to the direction and counsel of Brother Joseph, before his death;

and, said the President, Joseph would still have been alive if the Twelve had

been in Nauvoo when he re-crossed the river from Montrose.




"

During his remarks, President Young observed that he intended to have every

hole and corner from the Bay of San Francisco to Hudson Bay known to us.




"On

the 29th, President Young, with a number of brethren, mounted and started to

meet the Battalion detachment, under the command of Captain Brown.




"We

met some of them about four miles from camp, and soon afterwards met Captains

Brown and Higgins, Lieutenant Willis, and the company. There were 140 of the

Battalion, and a company of about 100 of the Mississippi Saints, who came with

them from Pueblo. They had with them 60 wagons, 100 horses and mules, and 300

head of cattle, which greatly added to our strength.




"While

we were in the canyon, a water cloud burst, which sent the water into the

creeks from the mountains, with a rush and roar like thunder, resembling the

opening of a flood gate. The shower spread over a good share of the valley

where we settled.




"We

returned at the head of the companies and marched into camp with music. The

Battalion took up their quarters between our two camps on the bank of the

creek.




"While

we had been exploring, the rest of the pioneers had been farming.




"By

the 1st of August (Sunday) the brethren constructed the Bowery on Temple block,

in which Heber C. Kimball was the first to preach. Orson Pratt followed in a

discourse upon the prophecies of Isaiah, proving that the location of Zion in

the mountains by our people was the fulfillment.




"On

Monday we commenced laying out the city, beginning with the Temple block. In

forming this block, forty acres appeared so large, that a council was held to

determine whether or not it would be wisdom to reduce it one-half. Not being

decided in our views, we held council again, two days later, when we gave as

our matured opinions that we could not do justice to forty acres; that ten

acres would be sufficient.




"As

we were under the necessity of returning soon to Winter Quarters for the

Saints, it was thought best to go at once to the mountains for logs to build

ourselves cabins, as the adobe houses might not be ready for our use.




"On

the 6th of August, the Twelve were re-baptized. This we considered a privilege

and a duty. As we had come in a glorious valley to locate and build up Zion, we

felt like renewing our covenants before the Lord and each other.




We soon

repaired to the water, and President Young went down into the water and

baptized all his brethren of the Twelve present. He then confirmed us, and

sealed upon us our apostleship, and all the keys, powers and blessings

belonging to that office. Brother Heber C. Kimball baptized and confirmed

President Brigham Young. The following were the names and order of those

present: Brigham Young, Heber C. Kimball, Orson Pratt, Willard Richards,

Wilford Woodruff, George A. Smith, and Amasa Lyman. Ezra T. Benson had been

dispatched several days before to meet the companies on the road.




"In

the afternoon of the next day, the Twelve went to the Temple Block to select

their inheritances.




"President

Young took a block east of the Temple, and running southeast, to settle his

friends around him; Heber C. Kimball a block north of the Temple; Orson Pratt,

south and running south; Wilford Woodruff, a block cornering the Temple Block,

the southwest corner joining Orson Pratt's; Amasa Lyman took a block forty rods

below Wilford Woodruff's; George A. Smith one joining the Temple on the west,

and running, due west. It was supposed that Willard Richards would take his on

the east, near President Young's. None others of the Twelve were present in the

camp.
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