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In E. W. Hornung's "The Ballad of Ensign Joy," readers are immersed in a poignant exploration of love, loss, and the trials of naval life during the Victorian era. The narrative is marked by Hornung's deft use of lyrical prose and rhythmic structure, akin to traditional ballads, allowing for an engaging blend of storytelling and poetic form. Set against the backdrop of maritime adventure and the complexities of human relationships, the novel captures the spirit of its time, reflecting on themes of duty and desire that resonate deeply with both historical and contemporary audiences. E. W. Hornung, an English author known primarily for his creation of the Raffles character in crime fiction, possessed a personal connection to the naval experience and the societal expectations of his time. His background as a writer and his exposure to the cultural currents of the late 19th century inform the authenticity and emotional depth of his characters. Hornung's skillful command of language reveals his fascination with the heroic ideal and the darker realities of life at sea. "The Ballad of Ensign Joy" is a compelling read for those captivated by maritime lore or tales of personal sacrifice. Hornung crafts a narrative that not only entertains but also provokes thoughtful reflection on the human condition. Readers who appreciate rich storytelling woven with historical nuance will find this work both enlightening and moving.
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George Meredith's "One of Our Conquerors" is a masterful exploration of the intricacies of human connection and societal expectations in Victorian England. Infused with Meredith's characteristic wit and lyrical prose, the narrative delves deep into themes of love, ambition, and the often tumultuous struggle between personal desires and public obligations. Through richly developed characters and a vivid depiction of contemporary social mores, the novel paints a nuanced portrait of a society on the brink of modernity, while echoing earlier literary traditions, including the works of George Eliot and Thomas Hardy, in its psychological depth and moral complexity. Meredith, a renowned poet, novelist, and essayist of the 19th century, is often celebrated for his innovative narrative techniques and profound insights into human psychology. Drawing from his experiences within a rapidly changing society, Meredith's literary career was marked by a desire to challenge the status quo and to articulate the struggles of individuals pursuing authenticity amidst societal constraints. His personal life, marked by both triumph and tragedy, undoubtedly informs the emotional resonance found within "One of Our Conquerors." This novel is a vital read for anyone interested in the intersections of love and societal obligation, particularly within the context of 19th-century literature. Meredith's compelling prose and keen observations offer readers not only an engaging story but also critical insights into the human condition, making it an essential addition to the canon of classic literature.
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Ovid's "Metamorphoses" is a masterful narrative poem, intricately weaving together over 250 mythological tales that explore themes of transformation and change. Composed in elegiac couplets, the work reflects a fluid style that mirrors the very transformations it narrates, employing vivid imagery and rich characterization to breathe life into both divine and mortal characters. Largely set against the backdrop of Greco-Roman mythology, Ovid encapsulates the philosophical underpinnings of his time, blending personal experience with universal human emotions, thus creating a work that resonates with the complexities of identity and the nature of existence. Publius Ovidius Naso, renowned for his eloquent poetry, lived during the time of Augustus and witnessed the transformative shift in Roman society. His exile from Rome after political missteps left him contemplating the ideas of change and loss, fueling the creative energy that would culminate in "Metamorphoses." This collection not only showcases his extraordinary poetic talent but also reveals the deep intertwining of personal and mythological narratives, suggesting a reflective exploration of his own life's metamorphosis. For readers seeking a profound engagement with ancient mythology and its relevance to human experience, Ovid's "Metamorphoses" is indispensable. It invites reflection on the transient nature of life and art itself, making it an essential text for scholars, poets, and anyone interested in the enduring legacy of myth.
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“The Tyranny of Tears,” a comedy of the emotions, is most ingeniously constructed on the simplest lines; it is a triumph of the commonplace. Played virtually by five characters, and with but one change of scene, it has that specious appearance of ease which is due to dexterity of craftsmanship. It is refreshing, free from theatrical expedients, and save perhaps for the somewhat accelerated wooing in Act Four, knots which we are accustomed to see snipped by the scissors of an erratic fate are here gently untangled by the fingers of probability. The germ of it, a matter of fortunate selection, is a human foible so universal that if a man is not conscious of it in his own proper person, he has not failed to smile over it among his neighbors: that combination of fondness and egoism out of which tyranny is legitimately born. This is the keynote; it announces itself speedily upon the raising of the curtain, and it is never for a moment after obscured by those modern subtilties calculated to provoke discussion among the elect. The hearer equipped with ordinary experience finds himself listening to it with an acquiescent stream of running comment. He knows this alphabet. It spells familiar words, and they come frequently. Here are commonplaces which he has failed perhaps to formulate; but now they flash upon the inward eye with a convincing vividness. This, he sees at once, is a picture of pink and white tyranny, the triumph of the weak. Domestic life has been caught and fixed at the culmination of a strain: one of those dramatic moments when the cord snaps because it has been for a long time fraying. One party to the contract has drawn up a code and imposed it upon his mate. The tyrant has some piquancy; she disarms suspicion because, although a despot, she is masquerading as something else. Another sort of bully we know: the buckram female, loud-voiced, militant, announcing herself, like the mosquito, by a vicious trumpeting. Invulnerability sits on her helm; her armor clanks a little while she strides. But this new tyrant wears another mien. Behold her! a soft-cheeked, gentle-handed ministrant, who would have husbands happy, provided they show the chivalrous courtesy of becoming so in woman’s way. She knows the rules of the game according as her sex interprets them, and it never enters her ingenuous mind that “in marriage there are two ideals to be realized.” Thus does she make her gentle progress, the victim beside her crowned with garlands, but yet a victim. She is the arch destroyer, the juggernaut in muslin.

As soon, therefore, as she is recognized, there is a great pricking-up of ears all over the house. Few are they whose withers are unwrung. Every man among them, primed with his own warfare or that of some defeated chum, settles down to the play, and wives follow suit with a guilty sense that such things are, though “not, thank heaven! under roof of mine.”

A sly humor runs through the piece like a warm-colored thread, a humor always faithful to those universal traits that make us kin. It asserts itself robustly from time to time, once, for a notable instance, in the fact that Parbury is moderately well content in his fool’s paradise until Gunning appears to beckon him out of it. Heretofore he has accepted his experience like a chronic indigestion or a lameness to which he was born; but now comes another man like unto himself, and welds the data of his martyrdom into a cannonball. This man generalizes, and Parbury at once perceives that husbands are not the victims of special visitation, but of an epidemic. The thing is universal. It can be classified; it can even be attacked. He stands shoulder to shoulder with his suffering brothers, and makes his stroke for liberty.

This is everyday life and the dialogue expresses it; the lines are neither too bright nor good for any drawing-room. Here are no sky-rocketings to make the hearer gasp at the playwright’s cleverness, while at the same time they accentuate the difference between his own world and the world as it glitters from the stage. It is the talk to be expected out of the mouths of admirable yet matter-of-fact persons with whom we are quite at home. This is the man you meet at any corner, who is living his life as he conceives it, and is vaguely discomfited when the pattern comes out wrong. He and his fellow puppets are related in the most intimate and delightful way to our own cousins and aunts. It is a group of sharply differentiated types: Parbury, honey-combed with something that passes for amiability; his charming ruler; worldly-wise Gunning, fitted like a glove with amiable cynicisms; the Colonel, clad in rejuvenescence like the spring; and Miss Woodward, an original piquing to the intelligence of any actress ambitious to “create a part.”

“The Tyranny of Tears” was first produced at the Criterion Theatre in London, April 6, 1899, with the following







	CAST OF CHARACTERS:



	Mr. Parbury
	  Mr. Charles Wyndham



	Mr. George Gunning
	Mr. Fred Kerr



	Colonel Armitage
	Mr. Alfred Bishop



	Mrs. Parbury
	Miss Mary Moore



	Miss Hyacinth Woodward   
	Miss Maude Millett







The comedy made an instant and striking success, and ran to enormous business until the end of the season. It was revived on January 29, 1902, when the press, previously unstinting in its praise, greeted it with a renewed enthusiasm. The Times says of it, at this second hearing: “No English dramatist of our time has turned out more humorous or more human work than this delightful comedy. Every feeling in it is, as the French say, ‘lived,’ and every word of it tells. There is not a false note, no over-strained sentiment, no over-emphasized phrase in it from one end to the other. Wit it has in abundance, but not in superabundance—wit, that is, that obviously belongs to the speaker and does not delusively suggest the author. Truth, too, it has, but always simple, straightforward, fundamental truth, truth that comes home to men’s business and bosoms, not the far-fetched truth which costs a headache to master it. . . . The Comic Spirit, as expounded by Mr. George Meredith, inhabits it. We laugh at its personages and forgive them with an intimate solace, for in forgiving them we laughingly forgive ourselves. . . . The whole tone of the play is quiet, it soothes, it provokes smiles, chuckles, gentle ripples of laughter. It is a rebuke, a kindly, playful rebuke to the wild and whirling zealots of theatrical violence. We are reminded of the praise which Matthew Arnold bestowed upon the style of Addison—‘perfect,’ he said, ‘in measure, balance and propriety.’”
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