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Dedication


I would like to dedicate this book to my family, who has put up with my obsession with—my addiction to—this little dog we call the Chihuahua.


First, to my mother, Lucille Fischer. Mom, if you had not said no to that horse I wanted so dearly and yes to a dog, who knows where I would be today. I might be richer in dollars—we all know that dog breeding is not a money-making proposition—but the friends I have made and the people I have met have enriched my life so much more. It was the right decision.


Next, to my daughter, Lauren. At times we have not seen eye to eye on the dogs, and at times we have both been difficult to live with and to travel with. But I did so enjoy sharing the shows, the dogs, and the litters with you. You exhibited such fine sportsmanship in many difficult situations. You made me proud then and continue to do so now.


Finally, to my husband, Jim. Hardly last in line, though at times you might feel that way. A marriage is the ultimate partnership. Though the dogs have technically been mine, you have always pitched in. Being away most weekends at shows, being up for days with difficult litters, is a strain on both of us. I can always count on you.


I love you all. Without your love and support, none of this would have been possible.
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INTRODUCTION


I grew up in the same little bedroom community/farming town in Connecticut where I reside now, with a Boxer and assorted cats. It seemed as if almost all of my friends had horses. I received horseback riding lessons for many years, but an adamant “no” every time I asked for my own horse. Finally I was allowed to have my own dog, and so began my addiction to the Chihuahua. (Thank you, Aunt Nancy, for my first Chi!) There are many breeds that I like, many breeds that I have trained in the years during which I worked as a trainer, but none has touched my heart as the little Chihuahua has.


The Chihuahua is the best. All dog in an easy-to-handle package. He is social, clean, devoted, and intelligent—so in tune to his people and ready to charm almost everyone he meets. This little dog can use his nose to find drugs as well as the roast in your oven. He can run the seesaw, tunnels, and jumps in agility; be your ears if your hearing is impaired; or just curl up in your lap and love you unconditionally.


Many of you may have misconceptions about the Chihuahua. Unfortunately, there have been many poorly bred ones throughout the years. As you read these pages, I hope you get a “feel” for what a wonderful little dog this is when bred and brought up right. One of the things that I love so much about this breed is its clannish nature. Hopefully you will not be limited to having just one, as watching them interact with each other will lift your spirits and bring a smile to your face. Chihuahuas can be such little clowns.


The early history of this breed is a bit of a mystery, but I’ve shared what is known as well as some of the ideas that have been put forth. Perhaps you will draw your own conclusions. In addition, there’s much more to be learned about this wonderful breed from the pages of this book. You will learn how to identify the reputable breeder, who will be your support for the years you have with your Chihuahua. You will learn how to increase your odds of having this dog at your side for as long as possible, as it enjoys a lifespan that is longer than that of most breeds. You will enjoy reading about dressing your Chi up and you will learn that you can take him out, too. You’ll meet some of the people and dogs in our breed who have made an impact on the dog-show world, and you’ll also become acquainted with some other very special Chis.


Peruse these pages and fall in love with this little dog.
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Ch. Toltec As Bad As My Dad SC, “Babs,” won the Variety at the Heart of New England Chihuahua Club specialty from the Veterans Class at almost eight years of age. The specialty was held with an all-breed show, and Babs went on to win Group Two under judge Polly Smith.
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Ch. Toltec Holy Cow S, the author’s latest champion as of the printing of this book, finished with four majors and then went on to train in agility. Pictured with judge Sandra Lex.
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A Chihuahua winning Best in Show in Mexico—the Smooth bitch “La Bamba” is pictured taking the top award under American judge Frank Sabella in 1990. The trophy presenter is Carlos Navarro.
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Origins of the Chihuahua


By Louise Cacchio


The many theories concerning the origin of the Chihuahua are not only fascinating but also quite diverse. That the Chihuahua originates in Mexico is widely believed by historians and Chihuahua enthusiasts. Evidence of this origin, however, is debatable, and many parallel and plausible theories continue to be argued among breed enthusiasts. Even after researching scores and scores of books on this subject, the mystery of the origin of the Chihuahua still seems to be just that—a mystery.


The Mayans of South America made sculptures of a Chihuahua-type dog as early as the fifth century AD. These dogs were known as the Techichi, an ancient name in Nahuatl, the Mayans’ principal language. However, there were at least fifteen Mayan languages and many dialects, allowing for the many names that are associated with this small dog. Some of these are Tlalchichi, Chichiton, Teuih, Xoloitzcuintli, and Zcuintli. One can understand the difficulty encountered by the conquistadors in translating any information about these unusual dogs, especially since some of the same words were used to describe a rodentlike animal.


Following the Mayans, the Toltecs came into Mexico, conquering the central and southern part of the country and overtaking Mayan culture. Historians consider the Toltecs a much more civilized people who venerated much of nature: the seasons, the moon, the sun, water, and dogs—all had gods dedicated to them. The Toltecs even built a city for the dog-god named Tula. This Toltec dog appears in stone carvings in Huejotzingo, a Franciscan monastery of the early 1500s based at the foot of the snow-capped volcano of Iztaccíhuatl and located 100 miles from Mexico City. Some authors on this subject believe that this Toltec dog, called the Techichi, may have been bred to a round-headed doglike animal with erect ears known as Perro Chihuahueno, which lived in the mountain country of Chihuahua.
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The early Mexican art of the Northwest coast culture is characterized as a folk art that usually did not depict subjects of a spiritual nature, other than the dog, which was thought to accompany the souls of the dead. The following sculptures are from the Northwest coast culture. Vessel in the form of a dog wearing a human mask.


After the Aztecs conquered the Toltecs, these little dogs were the prized possessions of the very rich and were held in great esteem. It was believed that when someone died, it was necessary to sacrifice a little dog to cremate with the body of the human master. The dog would lead the dead, as a guide for the human soul, through the underworld to arrive safely at the other side of the River of Death.


The Aztecs also believed that by burning the dog with a human corpse, any “sins” of the human would be transferred to the dog. The Aztecs have portrayed this little dog in their pottery and drawings as evidence of its existence in these rituals. This was not a hairless dog, but rather one that looks very much like it could be an ancestor of our present-day Chihuahua.


This theory seems to be further substantiated by Anton Fernando in his book Ancient Mexican Art. Fernando quotes sixteenth-century missionary Bernardino de Sahagún from his book Historia General de las Cosas de Nueva España:


“For companion he had a small dog, a yellow one that wore a strand of slackly spun cotton for a collar. Men say that he takes [the dead] across the nine fold river to Mictlan.…There the waters are wide, dogs are the ferrymen, and when one recognizes his master he leaps into the water in order to take him across. It is for this reason that the natives breed so many dogs, for it is said that the white dog and the black dog are unable to cross over to the land of the dead.…Only the yellow one, and none but he, can cross the river.”
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Vessel in the form of a sleeping dog.
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Vessel in the form of a dog lying on its back.
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Vessel in the form of a dog scratching itself.


Fernando continues: “Here the colours of dogs are related to various divine functions, yellow, in Aztec religion, being the colour of the god of death. Colima Pottery has left a captivating memorial to the native Mexican breed, called the techichi (‘stone dog’) or tepexhuitl by the Mexicans. Likenesses of these dogs in all manner of true-to-life situations and attitudes were fashioned by the artists of the northwest coast as burial offerings to accompany the dead into the underworld. In one well known example the dog is actually wearing a human mask; more often he is portrayed as a corpulent beast with a maize-cob in his mouth.


“It was not only as companions of the dead that these animals were valued by the Indians, for they were also fattened for eating.”


As you can see from the vessel pictured on these pages, they have more of a resemblance to our modern-day Chihuahua than they have to the “rodentlike” animal referred to by some writers.


Hilary Harmar, in her The Complete Chihuahua Encyclopedia, tells of “a large isolated village in the most northern state of Mexico called Valle De Allende, where nearly every Indian house is owned by a Chihuahua!” People in this area of Mexico cannot remember a time when these little dogs were not an integral part of every household.


History has indicated to us that the conquistadors and the many explorers that followed laid the foundation for what became a “sea” highway to the New World. There are many books recounting stories of the riches brought back from the New World. Of these treasures, it is not hard to imagine that these tiny Mexican dogs would be among the bounty that they brought back to their homeland. And we can further surmise that emigrants from many countries, adventuring to the New World, would include little dogs among their precious possessions in order to start a new life there.


Another theory of the breed’s origin asserts that the Chihuahua might be a descendant of a little dog from Malta, which the Spaniards brought over with them when they came to the New World. This dog from Malta possessed a molera, the open spot on the top of the skull where the parts of the skull meet. This molera is not common to any breed of dog other than the Chihuahua. There is also proof of the existence of this dog in a Sandro Botticelli painting in the Sistine Chapel depicting a very close look-alike of today’s Chihuahua. Since the painting was completed in 1482, before Columbus came to the New World, it could substantiate the belief that the dog is of European ancestry. It should be noted here that several other breeds have claimed the dog in this painting as the origin of their ancestry.


Could the Chihuahua have originated in China? It is common knowledge that the Chinese are masters of the art of dwarfing. With the permission of Jane Harvey of Rangeaire Vision of Australia, we have presented a photo of a ceramic Chihuahua-type dog, said to be a 2,000-year-old artifact discovered in an ancient tomb in the Forbidden City of Beijing, China. Upon giving us permission to print this photo, Ms. Harvey explained:
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A once-in-a-lifetime photograph of a Chihuahua artifact said to be over 2,000 years old. Fancier Jane Harvey of Australia’s Rangeaire Vision had the rare opportunity to see this ceramic figurine while touring the vaults of Beijing’s Forbidden City.
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The tiny Chihuahua “King,” with his movie-star owner Lupe Velez, being fed from an eye dropper.


“Now you must understand it was not an easy picture to obtain. It was contained in a cabinet well underground in vaults and closely guarded—which can be spooky in a strange country where one has no language. However, fortunately we had a marvelous young guide who was only a student and she took us there especially as she knew it was there and I had told her of my interest in anything dog. She guided just my husband and I on that day as a special favour. This wee dog statue was actually a grave image and was only about two inches high. I asked our guide to beg the guard to allow us to take a photo. We had film, not digital, and anyway had to use a flash because it was so dark in that room. A digital camera would have never coped and we were allowed one shot only. It is a pity that the camera focused on the glass instead of the statue, but we had to hurry before someone else came into the room. So it is a rare picture indeed! I doubt whether I would ever find that room again—it was in the vaults of the ‘Forbidden City.’ And if I did, I doubt whether one would ever obtain permission to photograph it as they are very strict about that—notices everywhere, photographers will be prosecuted…but yes, it is an interesting little statue indeed!”
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This picture was printed in a French publication with a caption that translates to: “The Afghan Hound sniffs, with some astonishment, the Chihuahua in his trophy.”
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In addition to being a member of high society and a Chihuahua exhibitor, Bee Jackson was also known for her involvement with the Charleston dance craze. She is pictured with the dog generally considered to be her best, the all-white La Rex Snow Flake.
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Photo from an ad for the kennels of toy-dog breeder Ida H. Garrett in Lynchburg, Virginia, featuring a 2-pound Chihuahua and an 8-pound Toy Shepherd.
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Even the littlest dogs can do their part. These Chihuahuas appeared in an ad captioned “Pass the Ammunition,” dressed in soldiers’ gear, to help raise funds during World War II.
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Florence Clark with an armful of Chihuahuas, all of whom were prizewinners at the 1934 Westminster show. Second from the left is Ch. Juanita.
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These illustrations were featured with an early breed description that included the following: “What with the barklessness and hairlessness of their ancestors, it is a wonder that the Chihuahua even looks like a dog, but oddly enough these tiny little things show a great deal of spirit.”


If this Chihuahua-like dog existed in China some 2,000 years ago, wouldn’t its journey to the New World be logical based on the theory that the Mayan race once lived in the Far and Middle East (such as Japan, China, India, and Egypt), places that seem to have exerted strong cultural influences on the Mayans? The Mayans would have made their way to the New World by crossing the Bering Strait of Alaska by way of the Diomedes Islands (whose formation served as a ladder) or the Aleutian Islands.


So now let us look at some of the theories surrounding the Chihuahua, some quite outrageous, some quite comical. Milo Denlinger, in his book The Complete Chihuahua, contends that the Chihuahua is not a member of the dog species at all, but a feral doglike animal found in the mountains of Chihuahua. Further, he states the Chi could be a cross between a dog and a chipmunk.


Miss Rosina V. Casselli, in the British publication Our Dogs from August 6, 1904, wrote:


“Regarding the Chihuahua dogs, I am in a position to be well posted. Of all the canine breeds there is probably none so little known or understood as the Chihuahua dogs of Mexico, and which were in their natural state a distinctly Mexican race of wild dogs, very shy, and for their size very savage…making their homes in the ground.”


Casselli continues to tell of the Indians breeding these wild dogs to small domesticated Indian dogs, thus producing the Chihuahua. Is this the origin of her troupe of trained Chihuahuas, which she exhibited in British music halls?


Casselli tells of “an Aztec princess possessing a kennel of fifteen hundred little dogs…each one attended by a slave…dogs fed on the minced testicles of virgin slave boys, who were fed a special diet of pungent herbs for three months (or moons) before their mutilation to flavor their flesh that it might tempt the Chihuahua’s appetite.”


However the Chihuahua made its way to Mexico, this little dog has stolen the hearts of breeders, handlers, exhibitors, and Chihuahua lovers for well over 100 years, with the earliest records beginning at the end of the 1800s:


In September of 1884, William H. McCracken exhibited Chi Chigas, the first “Chihuahua Terrier,” at the Philadelphia Kennel Club. He placed last in the class for Miscellaneous Foreign dogs with a VHC (Very Highly Recommended).


In 1888, James Watson, author of The Dog Book of 1906, purchased a Chihuahua, which he named Manzanita, in El Paso from a Mexican boy for $3.00. Watson later owned an early champion named Juarez Belle.


In 1904, there were five registered Chihuahuas, four of which were owned by H. Raynor of El Paso, Texas, two of which were littermates named Midget and Bonito. The fifth was bred by Raynor and registered by J. M. Lee of Los Angeles.


In 1905, Beppie, born in 1903, sired by Bonito and owned/handled by Mrs. McLean of New Jersey, was the first Chihuahua champion.
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This photo of Beppie appeared in the section on the Chihuahua in the book Dogs, published in 1907.
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This photo of a well-dressed lady with a group of bejeweled Chihuahuas accompanied a breed description that read in part: “…most diminutive of all breeds…remarkably game and exclusive in its affections…famous as a performing dog, being very intelligent and agile.”
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Chihuahua breed judging at a Westminster show of decades ago. Notice how multiple dogs are put up on the table at once for the judge’s review.


Owen Wister, who wrote The Virginian, and Charles Stuart, both from Philadelphia, ventured to Mexico, where they purchased Chihuahuas that have become some of the earliest breeding stock in America (Wister-Stuart kennels). Wister’s first import was the famous long-coated red male whose name was Caranza.


One of the best-known names of the early Chihuahuas is Meron, of which there were ten or more. The first, Little Meron, was sired by Caranza and was eventually sold to Ida Garrett. Both Garrett and Clara Dobbs owned several of the Meron Chihuahuas.


Other famous owners/breeders/exhibitors of the early 1900s were Tressa Thurmer, Mrs. Anna B. Vinyard of La Oro kennels from Ohio, Mrs. Bertha Peaster of Rex Doll from Philadelphia, and Paul Mourman of Miniatura from New Orleans.
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Ballybroke Lollipop, owned by Graham and Margaret Foote of the UK, typifies a lovely Longcoat Chihuahua.
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Chihuahuas Around the World


The Chihuahua is unique in that it is the only true North American breed. Certainly other breeds, developed around the world, found their way to this continent, and other breeds, like the Boston Terrier, were created here, but the Chihuahua evolved in North America. Where other breeds’ books will trace their paths to the United States, we get to follow the track the Chihuahua took as its popularity spread from North America throughout the globe.


Most of this early progress was slow. Laws that required quarantine forced dogs entering a new country to spend months in kennels before being allowed to become part of the community. Many died during their confinement. The breed also had a bit of a “false start” in Great Britain. With the devastation that country faced in World War II, most of the Chihuahuas that had entered the country prior to the war were lost.


CANADA


The first Chihuahua registered in Canada was a Smooth Coat in 1928. The proximity of Canada and the United States allowed relatively easy transport of the breed across the border. Exhibitors from the West Coast of the United States appear to be among the first to exhibit Chihuahuas in Canada. Mrs. Ethel Russell-Ambos was said to have shown the first two Chihuahua Canadian champions. She appears to have been the first to have made a Chihuahua a champion in both the United States and Canada. Finally, a dog owned by Mrs. Gwen Smith of Saskatchewan was third in line to earn the title of Champion in 1930.


One of the more influential Canadian breeders in recent times was Margaret (Mrs. Keith) Thomas. Born on Prince Edward Island in 1906, she moved to Nova Scotia, where she lived until her death in 2004. Her passions were her horses and her life in the world of purebred dogs. Over her decades in Chihuahuas, she was associated with famous handler Clara Alford and breeder/handler Linda George. Margaret had much to be proud of. Her Am./Can./Berm. Ch. Minegold Take A Look, a multiple Group winner in Canada, sired American multiple BIS winner Ch. Ouachitah Bijou and two lovely bitches. One was Ch. Ouachitah Just One Look, an American BIS winner and top Smooth Coat in Canada in 1994, and Ch. Ouachitah Come Look Me Over, a multiple Group winner. At the time of Margaret’s death, her dogs were being shown by Lynne Llewellyn-MacLellan. Lynne carries on the Minegold kennel name to this day. Ch. Minegold Silverado is a multiple BIS winner in Canada and has an American BIS to his credit. Lynne strives to carry on the Minegold name in the tradition of Margaret Thomas, using what she’s been taught by her mentor.
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Clara Alford, known to all in the Chihuahua world, handling a dog owned by the well-respected Margaret Thomas.


Moving west to Ontario, we find a very influential breeder, Betty Peterson, and her Quantico Chihuahuas. Her purchase of two Chis as pets for her daughters led Betty to want to breed a better Chihuahua. History proves she did just that. Betty is the breeder of the famous Am./Can./Mex. Ch. Quantico’s Little Crusader. This little Smooth male was a multiple Best in Show winner. He was handled by Carol Humphreys, who eventually became Crusader’s co-owner. Betty’s influence in the United States is easily seen when you come to know that noted American Chihuahua breeder Linda George bought her first two show bitches, Linda’s foundation stock, from Betty Peterson.
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Am./Can. Ch. Ouachitah Kodiak winning BIS with Kim Delaney.
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Ch. Quantico’s Little Crusader with his co-owner, Carol Humphreys. Crusader was the top-winning Chihuahua of the early 1970s.


On the West Coast, in British Columbia, resides Edna St. Hilaire. Edna began breeding Chihuahuas in 1970, although she became involved with Chis as early as 1950. Her foundation bitch was a Smooth Coat bred by Tressa Thurmer of the United States. This bitch, Hilaire’s Jena-Cherie, soon became a champion. Jena-Cherie’s many wins earned her the ranking of number two Smooth Coat in Canada in 1968. Edna’s first litter produced a bitch, American and Canadian Ch. Hilaire’s Pata-Cherie. Pata-Cherie was a multiple Best in Show winner and number one Smooth in Canada in 1973 as well as number ten Toy. The Hilaire kennel name quickly became respected throughout Canada. With Jena-Cherie behind them all, Edna can boast of having produced a number one Smooth Coat in Canada with every generation. Many of her dogs have been ranked among the Top Ten Toys.
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Edna St. Hilaire’s Chihuahua breeding program is well known and respected throughout Canada.
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The bloodlines of Margaret Thomas’s dogs live on today in Lynne MacLellan’s Minegold kennel in Nova Scotia, Canada. This is a BIS win for Am./Can. Ch. Minegold Enrique CD, CGC.


Canada’s Top Toy Dog in 1983 was American and Canadian Ch. Hilaire’s Cherie-Scelle. This little Smooth Coat’s record still stands today. Lovingly handled by her breeder and owner, Scelle was a multiple Best in Show winner. Two other favorites of Edna’s are American and Canadian Ch. Hilaire’s Celeste Of Edge and her daughter, American and Canadian Ch. Hilaire’s Cameo-Cherie. Mother and daughter were both BIS and BISS winners and ranked number one in Canada during their showing careers. Edna fondly recalls a Chihuahua Club of British Columbia specialty show where Smooth Coat bitch Ch. Hilaire’s Sureya-Cherie was both Best in Specialty Show and High in Trial. Edna St. Hilaire is the founder and president of both the Chihuahua Club of Canada and the Chihuahua Club of British Columbia. The latter was the first Chihuahua club to be formed in Canada. She is also an international all-breed judge. But perhaps she wants to be best known as a very proud owner/handler who is still actively breeding and handling dogs that have great futures ahead of them.
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Winning Best in Show under judge Bruce Owen is Am./Can. Ch. Athame Something Wicked, bred by Marguerite Dane-Fisher and Dan Black and owned by Marguerite Dane-Fisher.


Jean Westwood of Wisherwood kennels has been a top contender in Canada. She began breeding Chihuahuas in 1963. Her best-known Chihuahua was a Smooth Coat bitch, BIS winner Wisherwood Tamara. In 1977, Am./Can./Berm. Ch. Wisherwood El Tiro De Tiger was Canada’s top Chihuahua. Being a competitor seems to have been a part of Jean Westwood’s nature, as she was also a world-class figure skater. Jean and her partner, Lawrence Demmy, were the first to hold the title of World Ice Dance Champions.


Up and coming is a couple from Ontario, Brian and Debbie Eckenstein. Brian also breeds purebred horses. They have produced a BIS Smooth Coat, Ch. Buddys Rus Rio Grande.


GREAT BRITAIN


It appears that the Chihuahua may have been first exhibited in Great Britain as early as 1897, at a show held in Regent’s Park. Indeed, in the 1899 book Modern Dogs, written by Rawdon A. Lee, the author talks of seeing Chihuahuas at the dog shows. If we look at the early 1900s, there is some additional evidence of the Chihuahua in Great Britain. Thelma Gray writes of a Miss Viva Montgomerie, who was said to have some of these little dogs as early as 1906, having had them smuggled into the country in the pockets of a sailor. Another admirer of the breed prior to World War I was said to have smuggled them back in the sleeves of her fur coat and in her muffs to avoid the quarantine requirements.


Mrs. W. S. Powell truly made a big push for the breed in the 1930s. She received a pregnant bitch in June 1934 that was a daughter of American Ch. Little Meron III. While in quarantine, Idasconeja gave birth to three pups. These pups were reported by Ida Garrett, the Chihuahua Club of America secretary at the time, to be the first legitimately born in England and first eligible for registration with The Kennel Club (Britain). Mrs. Powell’s accomplishments came to a very unhappy conclusion when her home was destroyed by a bomb in World War II. Her Chihuahuas were said to have all perished, and she herself was left an invalid.


All accounts seem to conclude that most of the earliest stock of Chihuahuas, like other breeds in Great Britain, perished during the war. Food scarcity and strict rationing made extensive breeding programs impossible. Renewed efforts in the late 1940s and 1950s, however, were fruitful. Certainly the formation of the British Chihuahua Club in 1949 helped organize those dedicated to getting the breed off and running. Not until 1955 did the first Long Coat arrive.


Graham Foote, Ballybroke, is known on both sides of the Atlantic. It was in the 1960s that Graham got into Chihuahuas, first with his mother and now with his wife, Margaret. Ballybroke has twenty-eight UK champions to his credit. One of his most influential dogs was Smooth Coat Ch. Apoco Ballybroke Billy Bunter. He sired sixteen UK champions and can be found in the pedigrees of many of the top dogs in the United Kingdom of the past decade and a half. This dog’s son Ch. Apoco Deodar Aristocrat held the country’s breed record for ten years. The record was taken over in 1991 by Ballybroke’s Miles Better. Graham reports Miles as having sixty-five Challenge Certificates (CCs), all from different judges, a record to this day in Smooth Coats. Winner of Crufts three years in a row, BIS at the United Kingdom Toy Dog show, many specialty wins to his credit as well as a BIS over 19,000 entries at the Ladies Kennel Association—this tells you Graham and Margaret have a lot to be proud of. Recently, the pair has been excelling in Long Coats with Am./Eng./Lux. Ch. Deeruss Flash Moon At Ballybroke. Flash has thirty-two CCs to his credit. Noted American breeder Darwin Delany showed Flash in the United States for seven months, enough to rank him third Long Coat Chihuahua for that year. Graham can also be found at the other end of the show ring. He is a highly respected judge.


Shelda Hornby, Bramerita, was born into the dog show world. She had her first judging assignment at fourteen and bred and exhibited her first champion at fifteen. As a young woman, she set aside the dogs in favor of marriage and children. She returned to the dog world with her second husband, Kevin, at her side. Shelda says she did it the hard way but the best way. As no big kennels had dogs for her, she searched ads and pet shops for sound Chihuahuas on which to build her line, keeping the best out of the breedings she undertook. Shelda’s hard work and keen eye for a dog has paid off. The 1998 Best Puppy at Crufts, Bramerita Superman, was her breeding. In 1999, Shelda was the breeder of the Chihuahua breed’s top-winning puppy and breeder/owner of the Best Puppy at Crufts with Ch. Bramerita Just Heavenly Cholas. She has had years of being the breeder/owner of the top Chihuahua and has been named top breeder. She has been the breeder of the top sire.
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Smooth Chihuahua Eng. Ch. Dachida's Master Angel, top-winning Chi in the United Kingdom. His impressive statistics include BOB at Crufts 2002, 2003, 2005, and 2006; Crufts Group winner 2005; BIS at the UK Toy Dog Championship Show; and Top Toy Dog 2002 and 2003. Owned by Carol Davies and shown by Aimee Davies.
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Eng. Ch. Lynfair Lettis Luvs Dorenty, breeder/owner/handled by one of the United Kingdom's most respected Chi breeders, Dorothy Entwistle, is one of the most consistent winners of the new millennium. She has had multiple placements at Crufts, including Best of Breed and Veteran Class wins.
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Ch. Misty Meadow’s Donald Duck was the top Long Coat in Italy in 2006 and the top Long Coat male in the UK in 2006, winning the Reserve Dog Challenge Certificate at Crufts that same year.


Shelda writes that 2006 was “really the year that cannot be beat for great triumphs.” She lists as the accomplishments top Chihuahua breeder/owner, Top Toy, number five top dog all-breeds breeder/owner, top breeder in the breed, top puppy in the breed breeder/owner, and top sire owner in the breed. She is especially proud of Doughnut, a Long Coat bitch more formally known as Ch. Bramerita Naughty But Nice. Doughnut was top puppy in the breed in 2000 and was still winning in 2006. Shelda says this little bitch is the top-winning dog, all-breeds, in UK history. Top Toy in the UK in 2006, Best of Variety at the AKC Invitational (USA), and Best of Breed at the Amsterdam Winner Show are just some of her accomplishments. Doughnut’s greatest Best in Show was at the National Dog Show in Birmingham over 15,000 dogs. Shelda can also count many overseas champions to her credit.


JAPAN


Information on the Chihuahua in Japan is provided by Takako Mikoshiba, a former president of the Japanese Chihuahua Club, through her niece, reputable Chihuahua breeder Junko Guichon of Virginia.


Prior to World War II, the Chihuahua was little known and seldom talked of in Japan. It was the American military that introduced the Chihuahua to this island nation. The dogs were brought over by the families of those who came to Japan as part of post-war rebuilding efforts. Some of the little dogs were left behind. Some Chihuahuas were given to the Japanese employed by the Americans, and some Chis were sold to the locals. Until the economy recovered, however, living conditions were rough for most Japanese, and an indoor pet was considered a luxury.


In the 1950s, a Mrs. Kanamaru started a business importing Smooth Coats to Japan from California. Her advertising touted “Mexican Chihuahuas,” the name introduced and popularized by the American media during the Mexican-American War of the mid-1800s. The cost of these little guys was approximately $275, ten times the going rate for domestic Japanese dogs. As Western influences increased, indoor dogs became more prevalent. The small size of the Chihuahua appealed to Japanese dog owners and suited Japanese housing styles. Chihuahuas spread quickly, but it was not until the early 1980s that the first Long Coat was imported for a Mrs. Istumura. This was an English Champion from the Apoco Deodar kennels. Importing dogs from England and Australia was easier than from the United States because of less stringent quarantine requirements.


The Japanese dog fancy values titles highly; American titles are especially coveted. In the late 1990s, Kunio Ozaki and Hisayoshi Kadowaki acquired a dog from Tuula Lehtinen-Cochetti, bred by Kaija Virtanen of Finland. Multi-champion Suvikasteen Rollo was the 1999 World Show Group winner and the 1999 Best of Breed winner at the Chihuahua Club of America specialty show. Rollo is likely the most titled Smooth Coat in the world.
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Ch. Misty Meadow’s Fireopal was Amsterdam winner 2005, Polish winner 2006, European winner 2006, and World winner 2006.


ELSEWHERE


Finnish breeder Tuula Lehtinen-Cochetti is certainly worth a mention. Living in Italy since her marriage to Francesco Cochetti, Tuula has some of the most titled Chihuahuas in the world. The most titled Long Coat is of her breeding—Int./It./Fin./Est./Lux./RSM/Swiss/Dk./S./N./AMSTW-97/Italian Club Winner 1998/European Winner 1998/Nordic Winner 2000–2001/KBHV-01/Top Chihuahua in Italy 1998 Ch. Misty Meadow’s Niki Lauda.


Tuula began breeding Chis in Finland in 1984. Her first litter resulted in two champion bitches. Tuula kept Fin./S. Ch. Misty Meadow’s First Fiancée as her foundation. She added Ch. Apocodeodar Billy Brag and bitch Ch. Apocodeodar Heavenly Music from Bill and Sylvia Stevenson of England. This was the beginning of her line. As Tuula writes on her Web site, “I breed for the love of Chihuahuas!”
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The Lladró figurine “Lady with Chihuahua,” one of two pieces featuring the breed made by the well-known porcelain maker. Photo courtesy of Lladró.
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Books, Art, and Collectibles


Certainly any of the books and articles listed in the reference section of this book are worthwhile reads. Recommended in particular are some old rare treasures that can still be found, with a little research, through resellers or libraries. They give the enthusiast of the breed insights about where the breed stood and what it looked like in the past. Some offer interesting profiles of the breeders who were pioneers in Chihuahuas. As you read, compare the pictures of the dogs from the earliest with the most recent periods and you will see the progression of the breed to the Chihuahua of the early twenty-first century.


BOOKS OF INTEREST


One of the first books, perhaps the first book I received on Chihuahuas, was Hilary Harmar’s The Complete Chihuahua Encyclopedia, published in 1972. I have read it through many times. A friend who owns Corgis told me that she whelped her litters by following the recommendations in Harmar’s book. What was safe for Chihuahuas was certainly going to be safe for her breed.


I am also very fond of E. Ruth Terry’s 1990 book, The New Chihuahua. Terry’s illustrations are very instructive. Due to the author’s background in education and art, the book is very informative. The Chihuahua (1988) by Anna Katherine Nicholas highlights many of the kennels making their name at the time this book was written. Some of these kennels are still forces to contend with. Jacqueline O’Neil’s Chihuahuas for Dummies, which is still in print, is a good reference, too. Perhaps I am a bit prejudiced here, as one of my dogs graces the cover.


While there is no substitute for a good veterinarian, every dog owner should keep a health reference at hand. Certainly Dog Owner’s Home Veterinary Handbook, by Debra M. Eldredge, DVM; Lisa and Delbert Carlson, DVM; and James M. Giffin, MD, will help you know if you are panicking for nothing or if a call to the vet is necessary. Remember, it is always better to be safe than sorry.




WEB SITES


Mentioned many times in this book is the Chihuahua Club of America official Web site, www.ChihuahuaClubofAmerica.com. Informational and educational, it is a must-visit site for the serious exhibitor. The regional club in your area may have its own site as well.


Many reputable breeders have Web sites that are great showcases of their dogs and accomplishments. They do not sell dogs online, but the sites do give you an opportunity to learn a bit about the breeders and help you decide which breeders you would like to contact.


If you are into dressing your Chihuahua, there are many sites to explore. The accessory chapter of this book has a list for your window shopping. Many more are popping up all the time.


For my favorite supplements, I go to www.springtimeinc.com. Most breeders have their favorites, having found what works best for them throughout the years. This can be just as important as the veterinarian we take our dogs to and the food we feed.


There is a book or site to suit just about any taste, and if you have a Chihuahua we know you have good taste in dogs! Will you agree with everything in every book? Of course not. But if something that you read or see gets you thinking, that is great. You may come across something that makes you investigate further. You will find that some things about this breed’s early history are unknown. We must draw our own conclusions based on what is known and the evidence presented. Perhaps there is something that you have always been certain is true and now you are not that certain. We learn, we grow, and we bring forth our knowledge and our open minds with us to the table as breeders and Chihuahua enthusiasts. Increase your horizons!
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