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The beast’s tongue was wide and rough and loud against Conan’s face.

It licked from the base of his jaw to his temple, languorously slow, as if tasting all the way back to his childhood in Cimmeria, and then again even more invasively, each great pass of the tongue leaving a trail of rank saliva behind, and wetting Conan’s hair on that side of his head.

The third time the beast opened its cavernous mouth to Conan’s face, its breath the exhalation of a furnace, Conan’s right hand wrapped around the muscular tongue and his left brandished a short sword, his barbarian instincts operating without need of him having to call on them, the razor-sharp edge about to—

“Ho, ho, stop, no!” a man called out pleadingly. “By Mitra, if she’s bleeding, he’ll smell us for sure!”

Conan stopped his descending sword a mere moment from the tongue in his other hand, and finally looked past this cavernous mouth and into the face of this beast assaulting him in his sleep.

Its massive eyes stared dumbly back at Conan, and it shook its head and bellowed in pain.

A cow.

While Conan slept, a cow had blundered in to lick the sweat from his sleeping face.

Using the thick tongue to pull himself up, which also drove this cow to her knees, Conan stood, brandishing the sword in the direction of the one who would defend this cow, perhaps at the cost of his own life, if Conan’s groggy mood was any indicator.

“She means no harm, no harm!” the man said, falling to his knees and holding his open palms up before him. “Please, if you will—”

“Name yourself,” Conan told the man.

“Jen Ro, Jen Ro!” the man babbled. “I apologize for her, I… we thought you were dead, another victim of the Lord of the Mount.”

Still holding the sword on this Jen Ro, Conan took in his surroundings.
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