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INTRODUCTION

In
the midst of World War 2, a small town named Walmington-on-Sea is home
to an unlikely band of heroes who embody the spirit of resilience and
camaraderie. From the pompous but well-meaning Captain Mainwaring to
the lovable but inept Lance Corporal Jones, the characters of Dad's
Army are an unforgettable mix of humour and humanity, revealing how
ordinary men rise to the occasion in extraordinary times. 

This
beloved show remains a timeless reminder that laughter can prevail even
in the darkest of days. 1000 Dad's Army Facts contains a treasure trove
of information all about this cherished part of British television
history. 

So, grab yourself a slice of Woolton Pie and prepare for a delightful deep dive into the wonderful world of Dad's Army. 


1000 DAD'S ARMY FACTS


(1)
Arnold Ridley (who played Godfrey) is the paternal great-uncle of the
Star Wars actress Daisy Ridley. Daisy was born eight years after Arnold
passed away. 

(2) In the episode Room at the Bottom, the
platoon are cheered by news that the German battleship Bismarck has
been sunk. The Bismarck was one of the largest battleships ever built
and launched in 1939. It was intended to challenge British naval
supremacy.

(3) In the episode The Honourable Man, Captain
Mainwaring comments that he (humbly) dined at the British Restaurant.
British Restaurants was a name for communal kitchens set up in 1940 to
supply cheap meals to those who had been bombed or had no ration
coupons left. They were originally called Community Feeding Centres but
Winston Churchill didn't like this name. The British Restaurant
collective was capable of serving 600,000 meals by 1943. They were only
closed in 1947. 

(4) In the episode The Two and a Half
Feathers, Mainwaring and Pike order fish pie at the British Restaurant
but are mortified when they learn it is made with snoek. Snoek is a
mackerel type fish from South Africa. Because fishing was obviously
dangerous in the war, good quality fish (though not rationed) was hard
to come by. The British authorities therefore imported eleven million
tins of snoek fish from South Africa. The idea was that this would
solve the fish shortage. The tins of snoek fish were not popular
though. Most people found them smelly and foul tasting. It is said that
when the war ended and fish became widely available again all the
unused tins of snoek were used as cat food!

(5) The Home Guard
was generally made up of about one and a half million volunteers. At
its height 1.7 million men served in the organisation. It was
originally called the LDV (Local Defence Volunteers).

(6) The
Home Guard was made up of volunteers who were either too old or too
young to be in the military. Those in reserved occupations or who had
been deemed unfit to serve in the army on medical grounds also served
in the Home Guard. Dad's Army, with a few notable exceptions, tends
(for comic effect) to focus on those who are too old to serve in the
regular military. 

(7) Private Frazer is president of the local
Caledonian Society - of which he is the only member. Frazer expelled
the only other member for not paying his fees!

(8) Operation Sea
Lion was the codename for the Nazi invasion of Britain - which is what
the characters in Dad's Army are bracing themselves for. The Germans
planned to land twenty-five divisions (a strong German division
consisted of about 15,000 men) between Portsmouth and Dover, destroy
all British forces in the area and set up a tactical HQ on the North
Downs. Once the southern ports were secure they planned to isolate
London with use of paratroopers. The German military commanders were
not very enthusiastic about Sea Lion though because it would have
involved transporting large numbers of men and tanks by sea in the face
of fierce resistance from the RAF and Royal Navy. 

(9) The
general consensus in post-war interviews and studies seems to be that
the Germans probably lacked sufficient barges and ships for a major
amphibious operation like Sea Lion. When the Allies launched D-Day it
required over 800 ships. A single division required 40 transport
vessels so you can see that Sea Lion would have been a logistical
nightmare for the Germans and fraught with risk. Hitler soon lost
interest in Sea Lion and turned his attention to the Soviet Union. 

(10)
The full names of the main characters in the show are George
Mainwaring, Arthur Wilson, Jack Jones, James Frazer, Joe Walker,
Charles Godfrey, Frank Pike and William Hodges. 

(11) Captain
Mainwaring's poor eyesight prevented him from active service in the
First World War. He served in the Pioneer Corps after the war ended. 

(12)
Private Pike is supposed to be a teenager in Dad's Army but Ian
Lavender was in his thirties by the time the show ended. They had to
disguise his (prematurely) grey hair in the end. 

(13) Fred
Trueman was a guest star in the cricket themed episode The Test.
Trueman played EC Egan, a talented bowler that Hodges has got into the
Air Wardens team as a 'ringer'.

Fred Trueman was nicknamed
'Fiery Fred' and famed for his hostile fast bowling playing for
Yorkshire and England. Trueman played his last game for Yorkshire in
1968 so would have been not long retired when he appeared in this 1970
Dad's Army episode. Fred did stage a brief comeback though and play
some matches for Derbyshire in 1972. He later became a familiar voice
to cricket fans when he joined the Test Match Special team on radio. 

(14)
In the episode Command Decision, Mainwaring's platoon are issued with
what looks like the P17 Enfield rifle. This rifle was made in the
United States under licence and began service in 1917. Britain acquired
a number of P14 and P17 Enfield rifles through Lend Lease in World War
2 and used them to equip the Home Guard. 500,000 P17 rifles were
acquired by Britain in 1940 - which was a great help in arming the Home
Guard. 

(15) Captain Mainwaring's sidearm is a Webley Mk VI
revolver. This sidearm was first introduced in 1913 so presumably is
Mainwaring's personal sidearm from his army days. He refers to it as a
thirty-eight in the episode Time on Our Hands - which indicates a
Webley Mk IV .38/200 Service Revolver. The gun is a .455 calibre in
some episodes though. 

(16) In the episode High Finance, Pike
references the Charlie Chan films. Charlie Chan is a fictional
Chinese-American detective created by author Earl Derr Biggers. There
were a great many Charlie Chan films, the first one coming out in 1926.
During the war a Charlie Chan film came out each year. 

(17)
British soldiers in World War 2 were quite fond of their army rations.
Staples were Hard Tack (which was like a cross between a biscuit a
bread roll) and Bully Beef - basically a tin of corned beef. Private
Walker couldn't serve in the regular army because he is allergic to
corned beef!

(18) Captain Mainwaring is a bank manager. Sergeant
Wilson and Pike also work at the bank as clerk and assistant clerk
respectively. Lance Corporal Jones is the local butcher and Frazer the
undertaker (although originally he was said to own a philately shop).
Godfrey is a retired shop assistant while Walker is, in Arthur Daley
fashion, a wholesale supplier. Warden Hodges is the local greengrocer. 

(19)
In the episode The Love of Three Oranges, Captain Mainwaring is very
eager to buy one of the three oranges being auctioned so he can give it
to his wife. Fruit was not rationed during the war but imported fruits
like oranges were limited in supply so difficult to obtain. 

(20)
According to the Motion Picture Herald, the Dad's Army film was the
fifth most popular film at the British box-office in 1971. The films
which outgrossed Dad's Army were The Aristocrats, On the Buses, Soldier
Blue, and Carry on Loving. The top ten also included the Up Pompeii
spin-off film so the seventies was clearly a lucrative time for feature
films based on British comedy shows. 

(21) Private Frazer has a
Polar Medal for the Shackleton Expedition of 1904–1907. This was the
British Antarctic Expedition (aka Nimrod Expedition) led by Ernest
Shackleton. 

(22) Captain Mainwaring and his wife have an
Anderson Shelter. These shelters were usually located at the end of a
garden and constructed by digging a pit and making a roof with
corrugated iron which was then covered in soil. The idea was that
during a bombing raid you would be much safer in there than in the
house. Anderson shelters were rather chilly places in the winter so it
wasn't much fun to sleep in one of these. 

(23) When there was
a severe shortage of weapons for the Home Guard (LDV) in their early
days, the authorities issued them with a large number of pikes. This
would make the name of Private Pike a little in-joke. The Home Guard
were very annoyed to be sent pikes. They wanted rifles not medieval
weapons. 

(24) Private Pike is not in the regular army because
of his asthma. This would explain the huge scarf and his over
protective mother.

(25) Dad's Army lasted for longer than World
War 2. It ran for eleven years. The popular American series M*A*S*H
also ran for eleven years despite being set in the Korean War - a
conflict which only lasted three years.

(26) Captain
Mainwaring's platoon is equipped with the Lewis Gun. Frazer is the
person designated to use the gun. The Lewis gun was a First World War
light machine gun designed in the United States but mass produced by
Britain. 46,000 Mark III Lewis Guns were distributed to the Home Guard
in 1940.

(27) There were two Dad's Army board games in the
1970s. The first game was only obtainable by collecting tokens in
Ovaltine drinks. The second game, a Denys Fisher Game, came out in 1974
and has been reissued in more recent years. 

(28) The reissue
of the old Denys Fisher Dad's Army board game has the following blurb -
'This board game is a spin-off of the beloved 1970s British sitcom
Dad's Army, offering fans a unique way to engage with the show's
characters and setting. Set in the fictional town of Walmington-on-Sea,
which has been occupied by Nazi troops, players take on the role of
members of the Home Guard platoon, including Captain Mainwaring,
Sergeant Wilson, and Corporal Jones.

The primary goal is to
safely guide your platoon members to designated safe locations on the
board while reclaiming occupied territory. Players roll dice to move
around the board, collecting bombs and landmines as they go. These
tools allow them to remove swastika markers from the board, replacing
them with British flags to symbolize reclaimed territory. In addition
to the Nazi troops, players must contend with the unpredictable nature
of the Home Guard itself, adding a layer of humor and strategy to the
game.' At the time of writing you can buy this game for £9-99.

(29)
The original version of the 1970s Denys Fisher Dad's Army board game
had swastika markers. These were removed in the reissue. The swastika
is an ancient sun symbol and can be found in many old religions like
Buddhism and Hinduism. The symbol means good fortune. The Nazis
obviously ruined this symbol forever by adopting it. 

(30)
April Walker played the 'Land Girl' Judy in the Dad's Army episode All
is Safely Gathered In. A year later April Walker was cast by the BBC as
the companion Sarah Jane Smith in Doctor Who but then lost the part
because Jon Pertwee thought she was too 'tall and blonde' to act
alongside his Doctor. April was replaced by (the shorter and darker
haired) Elisabeth Sladen and the rest is history. April Walker later
said she was very annoyed by the way she lost out on this famous part. 

(31)
Avril Angers played Freda in the Dad's Army episode Put That Light Out!
Avril appeared on the cover art of the single 'I Started Something I
Couldn't Finish' by The Smiths in 1987. This was taken from their last
studio album Strangeways Here We Come. The cover art for the single
featured a still of Avril's character in the 1966 film The Family Way. 

(32)
Arnold Ridley suffered a bayonet injury during the First World War
which affected an arm for the rest of his life. Jimmy Perry said that
they had to disguise this injury with the way they filmed Godfrey and
could never have any scenes where Arnold had to put pressure on this
arm. 

(33) The exterior scenes in Dad's Army were filmed in Thetford. Thetford is a market town in Norfolk.

(34)
When they were shooting Dad's Army in Thetford the cast would usually
stay at the Bell Hotel in Bridge Street. This hotel is still around
today.

(35) The remaining crew of Dad's Army would often stay at
the Anchor Hotel in Thetford. This hotel's Norvic Room was used to film
the first ever scene in Dad's Army. This 18th century coaching inn was
demolished in 2012 - which annoyed some local people. In 2016 the new
Thetford Travelodge (which looks rather like a student dorm from the
outside) opened on the site. 

(36) Alan Tilvern, who played the
American officer Colonel Schultz in My British Buddy, was an English
actor in real life. He was good at accents though. His last film role
was in Who Framed Roger Rabbit. 

(37) James Beck (Walker) sadly
died in 1973 at the age of 44. He fell ill while opening a fete and was
found to have pancreatitis. His last appearance was in the series six
episode Things That Go Bump in the Night. Three series were made
without him. Private Walker was last referenced in The Recruit - the
last episode of series six. His absence was explained by saying Walker
had gone to London ("Gone to the smoke") to do a business deal. This
was a last minute addition made at a time when James Beck was ill in
hospital. The radio adaptation of this episode featured Larry Martyn as
Walker. 

(38) James Beck's death was a great shock because it
all happened so suddenly. Also, given that he was one of the youngest
people in the show he was (the very young Ian Lavender aside) the last
person they expected to lose in the cast. 

(39) Dad's Army star
John Le Mesurier was considered for the part of Doctor Who after
Patrick Troughton left but he had no interest in the role because he
didn't want to commit himself to another television show.

(40)
Private Frazer is the best shot in the platoon. Because he learned to
shoot at sea though (shooting sea mines) he needs some sort of motion
to be accurate!

(41) The 1971 Dad's Army film is set just after
Dunkirk whereas the 2016 film is set just before D-Day. D-Day was the
name given to the Allied invasion of Nazi controlled continental Europe
in World War 2. It was launched on June the 6th 1944 from England. The
invasion was called Operation Overlord and targeted an 80km area of the
Normandy coast in France. D-day is the largest invasion by sea in
history.

(42) The Nazis saw the Home Guard as a militia and said
that Home Guard members would therefore be killed rather than taken
prisoner in the event of an invasion. 

(43) Jack Haig turned
down the part of Lance Corporal Jones. He did still appear in Dad's
Army in supporting roles. He was in The Day the Balloon went Up and
Ring Dem Bells. Jack Haig later played Monsieur Roger Leclerc in 51
episodes of the sitcom 'Allo 'Allo! Haig was also in the obscure 1976
erotic film Emily - which later got a fresh wave of interest when its
star Koo Stark was romantically linked to Prince Andrew.

(44)
Michael Palin said that when they made Monty Python they found the
costume department at the BBC was festooned with army uniforms because
of Dad's Army!

(45) A Dad's Army feature film was released in
1971. It had the same cast as the television series, apart from the
role of Mrs Pike. The studio (Columbia) made a few changes. They cast
Liz Fraser as Mrs Pike instead of Janet Davies, who played the part on
television. Jimmy Perry and David Croft said this decision was nothing
to do with them and it was a shame Janet Davies wasn't allowed to
continue her television role. Another big difference with the film is
that the increased budget allowed for a lot more location shooting. The
film got mixed reviews but seems reasonably well regarded today (though
most fans would contend it wasn't as good as the television show) and
usually pops up on television each Christmas. 

(46) The 1971
Dad's Army film was directed by Norman Cohen. Cohen would go on to
direct the Confessions sex farce comedies with Robin Askwith. Jimmy
Perry and David Croft didn't like the 1971 Dad's Army film very much.
Neither of them thought it worked very well. 

(47) The 1971
Dad's Army film was, unlike the television series, not shot in
Thetford. Chalfont St Peter in Buckinghamshire was used to depict
Walmington-on-Sea in the film. Seaford in Sussex and Shepperton Studios
were also used to make the film. 

(48) Although they wrote the
1971 Dad's Army film, Jimmy Perry was only a technical advisor and
David Croft had no involvement in the production. This would probably
explain why Jimmy and David didn't like the film much. In an ideal
world they would have liked to have had creative control over any
spin-off film. Another reason why Jimmy Perry and David Croft didn't
like the 1971 Dad's Army film is that the director Norman Cohen rewrote
some of their script. Cohen wanted to make the film broader in tone and
bigger in scope than the television series. 

(49) The ribbon
bars on the uniform of Lance Corporal Jones denote the following medals
- Egypt Medal, Indian General Service Medal, Queen's Sudan Medal,
Queen's South African War Medal, King's South African War Medal, India
General Service Medal, 1914 Star, British War Medal, Allied Victory
Medal, Army Long Service and Good Conduct Medal, Khedive's Star and
Khedive's Sudan Medal.

(50) Arthur English was considered for
the part of Private Walker before James Beck was cast in the role.
Arthur English made his name on radio playing a Cockney wartime spiv
character so Private Walker would have been comfortably in his
wheelhouse. In fact, Walker was inspired by the spiv character Arthur
English created. Arthur English was ten years older than James Beck so
the character of Walker would have been a slightly more mature man had
he played the part. Arthur English did still appear in Dad's Army as a
policeman in Absent Friends. 

(51) In the episode The Armoured
Might of Lance Corporal Jones, after the gas leak Jones tells Walker to
'do' what the 'little Belgian boy' did. Jones is getting the famous
Manneken Pis (the bronze statue of a boy having a pee into a fountain)
in Brussels muddled up with the story of the Dutch boy who saved the
nation by putting his finger in a leaking dike. The story of the Dutch
boy is contained within Hans Brinker; or, the Silver Skates: A Story of
Life in Holland by Mary Mapes Dodge.

(52) The Crown pub in
Chalfont St Giles was used as Captain Mainwaring's bank in the 1971
Dad's Army film. The building later became a Costa coffee shop. 

(53) Walmington-on-Sea is fictional. It is supposed to be quite near Eastbourne. 

(54)
A call sheet for John Laurie for a day of filming on the 1971 Dad's
Army film was sold at auction (starting price was estimated at £300) in
2024. The call sheet had some interesting details. It said a Mr Reg
Dent had to supply two horses by 8-30am and that the catering
department had to feed 95 people in a tent. The principle cast all had
their own allocated transport and had to be on set by 8am. The vendor
of the call sheet said that John Laurie had chatted to her mother when
he visited a local pub and been kind enough to autograph a call sheet
and give it to her. The vendor said her mother was Scottish and that
John Laurie was delighted to encounter a fellow Scot in the pub.

(55)
David Croft was a teenage Air Raid Warden during the war. He was always
eager to stress though that he was nothing like Hodges and the
character wasn't based on him!

(56) Arnold Diamond played a
Major-General in the Dad's Army episode My Brother and I. One of
Diamond's last acting roles was as Alf Garnett's Jewish friend Mr
Rabinsky in the sitcom In Sickness and in Health. 

(57) Thorley
Walters was offered the role of Captain Mainwaring but declined because
he didn't much fancy the idea of doing a sitcom. Thorley Walters (who
passed away in 1991) had a long and very successful career. Walters is
a familiar face to Hammer Horror fans through his appearances in (among
others) The Phantom of the Opera, Dracula: Prince of Darkness,
Frankenstein Created Woman, and Frankenstein Must Be Destroyed. 

(58)
Clive Dunn was 47 when the series began. His relative youth compared to
the older cast members meant he got more than his fair share of the
stunts and slapstick.

(59) A new Dad's Army film was made in
2016. This version (written by Hamish McColl and directed by Oliver
Parker) starred Toby Jones as Captain Mainwaring, Bill Nighy as
Sergeant Wilson, Tom Courtenay as Lance Corporal Jones, Bill Paterson
as Private Frazer, Michael Gambon as Private Godfrey and Blake Harrison
as Pike. It also featured Catherine Zeta-Jones playing a journalist who
might not be all that she seems. This film got mediocre reviews and was
considered a rather pointless exercise by many critics. 

(60) The 2016 Dad's Army film has a dismal 36% critic score on Rotten Tomatoes. The audience score is not much better at 38%. 

(61)
The audience score on Rotten Tomatoes for the 1971 Dad's Army film is
pointless and void because half of the reviewers seem to be reviewing
the 2016 film! They clearly got muddled up. 

(62) Captain
Mainwaring's wife Elizabeth is often talked about in the show but
remains an unseen character. We definitely get the impression that
Mainwaring is a bit under the thumb and life at home for him is no bed
of roses. 

(63) Pike's favourite actress is Joan Blondell. The
blonde haired Joan Blondell appeared in over a hundred films and
(later) television shows. 

(64) The Two and a Half Feathers
riffs on The Four Feathers. Some footage from the 1939 version of the
film is shown in the flashbacks. 

(65) In 2011, Joan Collins
complained about her Wikipedia bio inaccurately suggesting that she had
once dated Arthur Lowe. It turned out that Joan had once dated an
American film producer named Arthur Lowe and somehow Lowe had got mixed
up with Arthur Lowe!

(66) Some of the Dad's Army episodes are
missing. Three episodes from series two - The Loneliness of the Long
Distance Walker, A Stripe for Frazer and Under Fire are missing.

Room
at the Bottom from series 3 was filmed in colour, but only a black and
white version is available. But it was specially re-colourised using
buried colour signal in the tape. It was thought that the series 2
episodes Operation Kilt and The Battle of Godfrey's Cottage were lost.
In 2001 however they were sent to the BBC in the form of 16mm
recordings by a collector who had retrieved them from a skip. These
episodes were then restored.

(67) Captain Mainwaring's address is 23 Lime Crescent, Walmington-on-Sea.

(68)
The television series was adapted for radio. The episodes were adapted
by Harold Snoad and Michael Knowles. 67 episodes were broadcast between
1974 and 1976 on BBC radio.

(69) The Dad's Army radio series was
adapted by Harold Snoad and Michael Knowles because Jimmy Perry and
David Croft were too busy with television. Michael Knowles appeared in
both the Dad's Army film and the television show but would become best
known for his role as Captain Jonathan Ashwood in (the Perry/Croft
show) It Ain't Half Hot Mum.

(70) Not all of the cast of the
television show were used in the radio adaptations. This was presumably
done to save money.  

(71) Clive Dunn got clobbered in the
face with a cricket ball while shooting the 1970 episode The Test. This
is what is known as suffering for your art!

(72) In the episode
Round and Round Went the Great Big Wheel, Walker and Pike tune into Hi
Gang! on the radio. Hi Gang! was a BBC comedy show starring Vic Oliver,
Ben Lyon and Bebe Daniels and ran from 1940 to 1949. There were many
famous guests during the run of the show. Ronald Reagan appeared on Hi
Gang! in 1949. 

(73) A stage show based on the series was
produced in the 1970s. The revue called Dad’s Army: A Nostalgic Music
and Laughter Show of Britain’s Finest Hour was staged in 1975. It
included songs and sketches from the television programme. Roger
Redfarn put together the revue. The original cast were in the revue,
apart from John Laurie and James Beck. 

(74) The title of the
episode Don't Fence Me In is inspired by the 1934 song of the same name
by Cole Porter and Robert Fletcher.

(75) When the Home Guard was first announced, 250,000 men signed up in the first week. 

(76)
Jon Pertwee was approached to play Captain Mainwaring but he declined
the part because of existing theatrical commitments and the low pay on
offer. Had he taken the role he presumably might have been unavailable
for Doctor Who - the part for which he become best known.

(77)
Colin Bean played Private Sponge in 76 episodes of Dad's Army. Though
never a main character he got more prominence as the series went on and
nabbed some lines here and there.

(78) Arthur Lowe appeared on
the children's show Blue Peter a couple of times as Captain Mainwaring.
John Le Mesurier, as Wilson, joined him for one of these appearances.
These guest spots illustrated how popular the show was with
children.  

(79) Warden Hodges is Mrs Pike's landlord - which occasionally creates some tension between Hodges and Wilson. 

(80)
The first ever episode of Dad's Army begins in 1968 with Mainwaring
declaring that he's backing Britain just as he did in the war. The
first episode indicates that the Mainwaring of 1968 is a magistrate,
alderman and chairman of Rotary Clubs. 

(81) When people
interviewed Clive Dunn after Dad's Army ended they were always
surprised by how young he looked. Because he played the doddery Lance
Corporal Jones they had sort of forgotten that in real life Clive was
over twenty years younger than older cast members like John Laurie and
Arnold Ridley. Clive was also nearly ten years younger than John Le
Mesurier.

(82) It is not just asthma that has prevented Private
Pike from being called up into the regular army. He also has famously
bad ankles. 

(83) The title of the lost episode The Loneliness
of the Long Distance Walker is a pun on the famous 1962 film The
Loneliness of the Long Distance Runner. This film starred Tom Courtenay
- who later played Lance Corporal Jones in the 2016 Dad's Army film. 

(84)
In the first series of Dad's Army, Caroline Dowdeswell played Miss
(Janet) King, an employee at the bank. David Croft said this character
was an insistence of the BBC head of comedy Michael Mills because he
felt having an attractive young woman in the show would make it more
appealing. Miss King vanished after the first series. Jimmy Perry and
David Croft said they could never think of anything for Miss King to do
in the show because there are limited bank scenes and the show is about
the Home Guard. 

(85) Clive Dunn initially had reservations
about the catchphrase "They don't like it up em!" because he thought it
was a trifle crude. 

(86) There were initially plans to cast an
actress as Mrs Mainwaring for the second series of Dad's Army but in
the end they decided it would be funnier if she was an unseen character
who we had to imagine for ourselves. 

(87) The 1943 comedy film
Get Cracking, which features George Formby in the Home Guard, is
sometimes suggested as a modest influence on Dad's Army. 

(88)
The average age of the real Home Guard declined quite sharply in the
end due to older volunteers being retired and an influx of younger men.

(89)
Younger people probably knew Ian Lavender more for EastEnders than
Dad's Army. Ian was in 240 episodes of EastEnders as Derek Harkinson -
his last appearance coming in 2017. 

(90) Dad's Army writer
Jimmy Perry wrote the part of Private Walker for himself. He was an
actor as well as a writer. But in the end - of course - James Beck
played the part. Jimmy said he thought he could have played the part
well but the BBC blocked it because they wanted him to focus on the
writing and production. David Croft didn't want Jimmy to play the part
either because he thought it might cause resentment in the cast if
Jimmy gave his own character too many good lines and jokes!

(91)
Robert Dorning was considered for the part of Mainwaring. Robert
Dorning, who died in 1989, had a long and eclectic career and was in
everything from Steptoe & Son to The Professionals. He also
appeared in a number of films which included Mona Lisa and Evil Under
the Sun. 

(92) The original idea was that Robert Dorning would
play Mainwaring and Arthur Lowe would play Wilson. Dorning and Arthur
Lowe had worked together before and had good chemistry together. 

(93)
The real Home Guard was stood down at the end of 1944 as it was obvious
by this point that Germany was going to lose the war and there was now
(besides rockets) little threat to Britain. 

(94) Jimmy Perry
said Liz Fraser was cast in the film as Mrs Pike because Janet Davies
(who obviously played Mrs Pike in the television series) was deemed too
'homely' by Norman Cohen and the studio backing the film and they
wanted someone more famous and sexy in the part. Jimmy and David Croft
didn't like this snub at all and would have had Janet in the film if it
was up to them. 

(95) Clive Dunn briefly reprised his role as Lance Corporal Jones in 1993 for an episode of Noel's House Party. 

(96)
Timothy Bateson was considered for the part of Lance Corporal Jones. He
later appeared in the Dad's Army radio show. Bateson had a very long
career and appeared in everything from Doctor Who to Minder. His film
credits included The Italian Job, Labyrinth, and Harry Potter and the
Order of the Phoenix. 

(97) The 1971 Dad's Army film recycles
some of its material from episodes like The Armoured Might of Corporal
Jones and Battle School. The cast apparently didn't like the way parts
of the film became a sort of prequel/greatest hits package. Mercifully,
The Deadly Attachment had yet to be made at the time so Norman Cohen
didn't have the chance to throw a U-boat crew and "Don't tell him
Pike!" in there too. 

(98) Godfrey is not just the platoon's medical orderly. He has another equally important job because he makes the tea!

(99)
A Dad's Army colouring and dot to dot book was released in 1971. It is
still possible to buy this book in online auctions. Whether you could
find one that hasn't been coloured and dotted is harder to say!

(100)
Some of those who were kids in the war said they long shuddered at the
memory of tinned snoek fish and boiled potatoes for school dinner. Yum!

(101)
Britain imported 70% of its food when war broke out. To become more
self-sufficient, arable land in Britain was increased by 43% and 1.7
million more allotments were created. 

(102) The theme tune for
the series Who Do You Think You Are Kidding, Mr. Hitler? was written by
Jimmy Perry. The music was composed by Derek Taverner. It is sung by
Bud Flanagan. Bud Flanagan was an entertainer during World War 2 and
had a partnership with Chesney Allen. The song is a spoof of British
wartime songs. 

(103) One of the main reasons why Thetford was
chosen as the shooting location for Dad's Army was its proximity to
Stanford Training Area (aka Stanford Battle Area). This is a 30,000
acre site used by the British Army for training exercises. The area was
used for a number of scenes in Dad's Army - including the closing
credits. 

(104) Although the character of Private Walker
vanishes from the show due to the death of James Beck we do see Walker
in the 1968 scene at the beginning of the first episode. So in the
universe of Dad's Army it must be the case that Walker survived the war
and remained in touch with his old friends from the platoon. If you
accept the 2016 film as canon then Walker rejoined the platoon before
the war ended. 

(105) Home Guard members were taught German
phrases because one of their duties was to be on the look out for spies
and parachutists. 

(106) Brandon railway station was often used
for outdoor shots of the Walmington-on-Sea railway station but in the
episode The Royal Train they used the platforms of Weybourne railway
station. Weybourne railway station was later used in Hi-de-Hi! as
Crimpton-on-Sea railway station. 

(107) In the 2016 Dad's Army film they used Bridlington in East Yorkshire to depict Walmington-on-Sea. 

(108)
The 1971 Dad's Army film has a perfectly decent user rating of 6.9 on
IMDB. The 2016 Dad's Army film on the other hand has a lowly IMDB
rating of 5.2. 

(109) The real Home Guard did see see action during the war because they were often used on anti-aircraft batteries. 

(110)
In the last three years of Dad's Army, Jimmy Perry and David Croft were
also making another World War 2 sitcom in the form of It Ain't Half Hot
Mum. It Ain't Half Hot Mum (which revolved around an army concert party
troupe in Burma and India) was hugely popular in its day and ran until
1981. However, while Dad's Army continues to be revered and repeated,
It Ain't Half Hot Mum has become a trifle forgotten in comparison. It
Ain't Half Hot Mum is considered politically incorrect today due to
Michael Bates 'blacking up' to play an Indian character and Windsor
Davies as the tough sergeant using the word 'poof' quite a lot. It
Ain't Half Hot Mum does occasionally pop up on retro television
channels but unlike Dad's Army it wouldn't get a primetime run on the
BBC today. 

Jimmy Perry complained about the modern attitude to
It Ain't Half Hot Mum in his later interviews. Jimmy said the show
simply reflected the way people spoke during World War 2 in army
concert parties and pointed out that Michael Bates was born in India
and spoke fluent Urdu. Ultimately, it just seems to be the case that It
Ain't Half Hot Mum aged worse than Dad's Army did.

(111) The
death of a relative gives Wilson the title 'The Honourable Arthur
Wilson' - which irritates Mainwaring. This title is given to the
children of viscounts, barons, and earls. 

(112) The first
episode to be made in colour was The Armoured Might of Lance Corporal
Jones. However, this episode was originally transmitted in black and
white. The first episode to be transmitted in colour was Branded. 

(113)
The 1971 Dad's Army film spends a good chunk of its running time on the
formation of the Home Guard platoon. These details are somewhat at odds
with the television show.

(114) A souvenir programme for a stage
performance of Dad's Army at the Shaftesbury Theatre in January 1976
and signed by Arthur Lowe, John Le Mesurier, Clive Dunn, Arnold Ridley
and Bill Pertwee sold for £150 at an auction in 2019. 

(115) In
the Christmas special The Love of Three Oranges a brawn is raffled and
meets a comical end. A brawn is a a meat jelly/terrine. 

(116) Ian Lavender was born in 1946 so was one of the few cast members who had no memories of the war. 

(117)
Bill Pertwee said he thought of Warden Hodges as more of an idiot than
a villain. He said Hodges was just a bit blunt and impatient so tended
to rub people (chiefly Captain Mainwaring) up the wrong way. 

(118)
John Le Mesurier was the narrator of the BBC children's television
cutout animation show Bod. Those who were kids in the late seventies
and early eighties will certainly remember watching Bod. 

(119) Jones's van in the 2016 Dad's Army film was the same one that was used in the television show. 

(120)
Although it later got a reputation for being one of those shows which
was endlessly repeated, repeats of Dad's Army were non-existent to rare
in the early to mid 1980s. 

(121) During the war, the real Home
Guard in Northants were put on alert when reports started coming in of
German paratroopers landing in the area. It turned though though the
panic was caused by a flock of swans - which were mistaken for
parachutes. Sounds like the plot of a Dad's Army episode!

(122)
The command structure of the Home Guard was that captain equates to
platoon commander and sergeant equates to section commander.
Mainwaring's boss is Colonel Pritchard. In the Home Guard a colonel
would equate to zone commander and be responsible for all the Home
Guard forces in a specific geographical area. 

(123) Frank
Williams, who played the Reverend Timothy Farthing, said he earned much
more from Dad's Army repeat fees in later years than he did in the
1970s from the actual show. 

(124) The BBC had some trepidation
at the launch of Dad's Army because they were fearful it might come
across as disrespectful and a mickey take of the real Home Guard but
when the first series went out they got nice letters from former Home
Guard members saying how much they enjoyed the show and how it reminded
them of their own wartime experiences. 

(125) Walmington-on-Sea
is on the south-coast so would have been directly in the firing line
had the Nazis successfully made a landing. 

(126) David Croft
and Jimmy Perry described their sitcoms as 'gang shows' in that they
liked to have a large group of misfit characters all with different
personalities. 

(127) The closing credits for Dad's Army which
depicted the cast walking across a field on manoeuvres was based on a
scene in 1944 film The Way Ahead. John Laurie was in this film. 

(128)
Arthur Lowe had a clause in his Dad's Army contract which said he
should never be seen without his trousers or ripped trousers! This
would explain the scene in the 2016 Dad's Army film where Mainwaring
walks down a country lane with his trousers all ripped. Toby Jones
obviously had no such qualms about losing his trousers. 

(129)
Dad's Army was first released on DVD in compilation form in 2001. It
wasn't until 2013 that you were able to buy a complete collection on
DVD. The feature film wasn't included because that wasn't owned by the
BBC. 

(130) Bridlington was chosen as the shooting location for
the 2016 Dad's Army film because it has one of the most complete
Georgian streets in Britain. With a little set dressing it could easily
double for a period location. 

(131) Jimmy Perry said in interviews that Private Pike was largely based on the younger version of himself.

(132) Eastgate, the fictional neighbouring town of Walmington-on-Sea, is named after the Sussex town of Eastbourne.

(133)
In the 1971 Dad's Army film, Captain Mainwaring had predicted the
Maginot Line would hold and calls the German method for getting around
it a 'shabby' trick. The Maginot Line was a series of fortifications
built by the French in the 1930s to protect themselves from any German
aggression. It was manned by the French army and even had its own
subway system. It proved to be ineffective in World War 2 because the
Germans aimed the focal point of their attack at the Ardennes region of
Belgium and simply bypassed the Maginot Line. 

During the
Battle for France and the Low-Countries, the Germans did attack a few
parts of the Maginot Line. A few sections were destroyed but in other
areas French troops managed to hold out until they learned that France
had surrendered. The fact that the Germans could go around the Maginot
Line and attack through Belgium was not something the French were
unaware of. The Maginot Line was specifically designed to protect
France from a frontal invasion and make the Germans launch any attack
through Belgium. The French military presumed that, with the help of
French and British troops, a German invasion could be defeated in
Belgium. This obviously turned out to be a complete
miscalculation.  A lot of people in France, including a certain
army officer named Charles de Gaulle, thought the Maginot Line was a
waste of resources and that the money and material should have been
spent on tanks and planes instead. 

(134) One salient
difference in the 2016 film is that we meet Mrs Mainwaring. The
character was played by Felicity Montagu - who is probably best known
for her role as Lynn, the long suffering personal assistant of Alan
Partridge. 

(135) Captain Square is the commander of the
Eastgate platoon of the Home Guard. There is no love lost between
Square and Mainwaring and the duo are big rivals. Square was played by
Geoffrey Lumsden.

(136) Robb Wilton is sometimes cited as an
influence on Dad's Army. The comedian created monologues in the 1930s
and 40s in which he played incompetent authority figures. His sets
included a character who was in the Home Guard. Wilton was a big
influence on Les Dawson. 

(137) A radio spin off series of
Dad's Army was made. It was called It Sticks Out Half a Mile and
involves Hodges, Pike, and Wilson after the war - in 1948. Ian
Lavender, Bill Pertwee and John Le Mesurier reprised their roles. The
plot involves Hodges and Pike restoring a pier in the town of
Frambourne-on-Sea. Wilson is the local bank manager who assists them. 

(138)
The original plan for It Sticks Out Half a Mile is that this was going
to be a sitcom with Arthur Lowe and John Le Mesurier reprising their
roles as Mainwaring and Wilson and restoring the pier. A pilot was made
in 1981 with Arthur Lowe as Mainwaring but the BBC were lukewarm on
doing a series and Arthur Lowe sadly died in 1982. As a consequence of
this it was decided to do the show on radio rather than television. The
radio show ended when John Le Mesurier passed away. 

(139) It
Sticks Out Half a Mile was written by Harold Snoad and Michael Knowles.
The original concept was clever and quite poignant. Mainwaring doesn't
really know what to do now the war has ended and is at a loose end and
a bit down. The pier restoration project gives him a new mission and
lease of life. 

(140) The BBC, annoyingly, wiped the recordings
of It Sticks Out Half a Mile so only two episodes exist. But, off air
recordings have been found. The general consensus from reviews is that
it was a decent enough radio series boosted by the performances of the
Dad's Army stars in the lead parts.

(141) The BBC attempted to
later turn the premise of It Sticks Out Half a Mile into a new sitcom
without the Dad's Army connections. A pilot called Walking the Planks
was commissioned with Michael Elphick and Richard Wilson. This did not
though get a series. 

(142) It Sticks Out Half a Mile did
though become a (non Dad's Army related) sitcom on ITV in 1987 when the
concept was reconfigured into a show called High & Dry. The series
starred Bernard Cribbins and Angus Barnett as a father and son who
restore an old pier. Richard Wilson played the bank manager/relative
they turn to for help. The supporting cast included Arthur English.
High & Dry was axed after seven episodes. You can watch it on
YouTube if you are curious. The show is very low-budget. When the
characters are supposed to be at the seaside and pier you can tell
(Duty Free style) that they are really in a studio. 

(143) Four
Dad's Army sketches were made for the BBC Christmas variety show
Christmas Night with the Stars. These were shown in 1968, 1969, 1970
and 1972. The video for the 1968 and 1970 shows is missing.

(144)
In the episode Room at the Bottom the platoon write to GHQ requesting
that Mainwaring be commissioned so he can take charge of the platoon
again. The only one who doesn't do this is the ambitious and scheming
Frazer - who writes anonymously and suggests himself for promotion!

(145) Godfrey lives at Cherry Tree Cottage with his two sisters Cissy and Dolly. 

(146)
Lance Corporal Jones once served under Lord Kitchener. Herbert Horatio
Kitchener was a military leader and statesman known for his role in the
British Empire during the late 19th and early 20th centuries.

(147)
The highest rated episode of Dad's Army on IMDB is (probably no great
surprise here) The Deadly Attachment with a user score of 9.2 out of
10. 

(149) In the early years of the war Britain put 350,000 landmines on its beaches in preparation for a German invasion. 

(150) Dad's Army was broadcast between 1968 and 1977 on the BBC.

(151)
The no nonsense Drill Sergeant Gregory in the episode Room at the
Bottom was played by Anthony Sagar. Sagar had small parts in several
Carry On films and was a bit typecast as authority types and boorish
characters. After this episode of Dad's Army he appeared in two cult
British films - Villain (with Richard Burton) and The Offence (with
Sean Connery). Sadly though, Sagar died in 1973. The character of Drill
Sergeant Gregory was played by Jack Watson in the radio version of Room
at the Bottom. 

(152) The first two series of Dad's Army
broadcast in 1968 and 1969 were in black and white. The rest of the
series was in colour.

(153) The cinema in The Lion Has Phones
has a poster for One of Our Aircraft Is Missing. This is a 1942
Powell/Pressburger film. John Laurie appeared in a number of films for
Powell and Pressburger. 

(154) Ian Lavender has a cameo in the 2016 Dad's Army film as the stern Brigadier Pritchard. 

(155)
During the war, a fifth of the population of Britain believed in the
paranormal. Believe it or not, some witches threw a substance known as
'go-away' powder into the sea to deter Nazi invaders. 

(156)
Ian Lavender said in an interview that the press were desperate for him
to be critical of the 2016 Dad's Army film so they would have a story
but he refused to take the bait. 

(157) Pike sometimes has
hundreds and thousands from his sweet rations because he thinks they
will last longer. It's hard to see how sprinkles intended for ice cream
will last longer than boiled sweets!

(158) The 1941 song Could
You Please Oblige Us with a Bren Gun? by Noël Coward was inspired by
the Home Guard's struggles to get hold of sufficient weapons. The song
was used in the 75/76 Dad's Army stage show. 

(159) Godfrey's sister Dolly is a dab hand at making upside-down cakes. 

(160)
The structure of the Home Guard was that each county would have a
number of Home Guard units affiliated to a famous regiment from that
area. 

(161) Arthur Lowe refused to take his Dad's Army scripts home to learn as he wanted to make the most of his spare time. 

(162)
Huw Wheldon, who was a television executive at the BBC when Day's Army
was in development, said in a speech in 1975 that he had failed to see
potential in the idea and thought the show was bound to fail. It was
only when he attended the rehearsals and saw, contrary to his
assumption, that Arthur Lowe was playing the commanding officer with
John Le Mesurier as the second in command that Wheldon suddenly
realised how clever and funny the show was. He thought it was a
wonderful twist to have the urbane, posh and educated Wilson be under
the command of Mainwaring - a man who is very touchy and even slightly
bitter about his own humble background. 

(163) Geoffrey Hughes
had a small part in the 1972 Dad's Army episode Brain Versus Brawn.
This was two years before Geoffrey became a familiar face to television
viewers as Eddie Yeats in Coronation Street. He would continue to be a
familiar face for many years thanks to shows like Heartbeat, Keeping Up
Appearances, and The Royle Family. 

(164) The real Home Guard were taught camouflage techniques. This is used for comic effect in Dad's Army. 

(165)
General Gunther Blumentritt (who was heavily involved in planning the
1939 German invasion of Poland and the 1940 invasion of France) wrote
an article about Sea Lion (the Nazi invasion of Britain) after the war
and said that the German staff didn't believe the operation was
feasible. The main problem would have been supplying the invasion army
and Blumentritt felt this would have been impossible with the dominance
of the Royal Navy (who would simply have sunk as many German supply
ships as possible). Blumentritt estimated that, after an initial
landing, it would have taken two weeks to get the necessary panzer
divisions to the south coast of England. By that stage the invasion
might already have been repulsed. 

(166) As a young man, Lance
Corporal Jones was involved in the Gordon Relief Expedition to Sudan.
This was a British military mission to rescue General Charles Gordon,
who was trapped in Khartoum, Sudan, during the Mahdist Revolt. 

(167)
The early episode Shooting Pains has two notable guest stars - Barbara
Windsor as Laura La Plaz and Jimmy Perry as the entertainer Charlie
Cheeseman. 

(168) There were six Dad's Army annuals in the
1970s published by World Distributors. Copies of these annuals are
often for sale online. 

(169) Captain Mainwaring is rather
ashamed of his humble background. He pretends his father was a master
tailor when in fact he was a common draper. 

(170) The bank
that Mainwaring works at is usually the fictitious Swallow/s Bank but
in the film and Time on My Hands his bank is Martins Bank. Martins was
a real bank founded in 1831. It was purchased by Barclays in 1969. 

(171) Battle of the Giants! was the first Christmas special. It was broadcast on 27 December 1971. 

(172)
Leonard Rossiter was an early frontrunner for the character of Captain
Mainwaring. Rossiter went on to star as Rigsby in Rising Damp, and
Reginald Perrin in The Fall and Rise of Reginald Perrin.

(173)
When the show first began, John Le Mesurier was considered by the BBC
to be the star and paid £209 per episode for the first series. Arthur
Lowe, by contrast, was paid the lesser fee of £170 per episode. When
the second series was commissioned the cast got a pay hike and this
time it was Arthur Lowe who was paid the most. 

(174) In the episode Battle School we see that Frazer likes to do some knitting on a train journey!

(175)
The first two series of Dad's Army had the cast individually in front
of a still photograph of a country scene during the closing credits.
From the third season, the famous end credits with the cast walking
individually across a field was used.

(176) Beer and cider were
not rationed during the war but there were some shortages. Spirits were
harder to obtain - which is where black market 'spivs' like Private
Walker came in handy. 

(177) Walmington-on Sea was originally going to be called Brightsea-on Sea.

(178)
Jimmy Perry, in one of his later interviews, said that Arthur Lowe
always insisted on Mr Kipling cakes being served on the set of Dad's
Army when they broke for tea! 

(179) Godfrey's sister Dolly was
played by Amy Dalby before Arthur Lowe's wife Joan Cooper took the
part. Amy Dalby died in 1969. Joan Cooper also played Godfrey's (other)
sister Cissie in the radio show. 

(180) Local Defence
Volunteers (LDV) had its name changed to Home Guard because Churchill
didn't like the original title of the organisation.  

(181)
David Croft said the reason Jack Haig turned down the part of Jones is
because he didn't think a sitcom about the Home Guard would be a
success. 

(182) The lowest rated episode of Dad's Army on IMDB
is The Recruit (the episode where Mainwaring is laid up in hospital).
The 7.1 rating of The Recruit is still excellent though by most
standards. 

(183) In the episode The Battle of Godfrey's
Cottage, the platoon are supposed to go and watch Next of Kin. Next of
Kin is an education/propaganda film made by Ealing Studios. The film is
about German agents and reminds the public to keep their trap shut
about military matters in public places and on trains because you never
know who might be listening. 

(184) The 1971 Dad's Army film
has scenes featuring the German military command in France. It is
questionable whether these scenes were necessary. All the German
officers were played by British actors. 

(185) The Mega CD
version of the famous video game Mortal Kombat had a cheat that turned
the character's names into those from Dad's Army! Mortal Kombat was
inspired by the Street Fighter series (though Mortal Kombat went out of
its way to be different and therefore justify its own existence) and
was a Japanese arcade game in 1992 before being ported to home systems.
Mortal Kombat was one of the games which helped establish the trope in
fighting games where your opponent can be rendered vulnerable and inert
and THEN finished off in this weakened state with a spectacular final
flourish. This is one of the most controversial video games of any era
- to the point where a censored version was introduced.

(186) Ian Lavender was 22 when the show began. His character Private Pike is supposed to be a teenager in the series. 

(187) Thetford, where the series was filmed, has a Dad's Army museum.

(188)
In the episode The Battle of Godfrey's Cottage, Godfrey's sisters seem
blissfully unaware that the Germans might have invaded. They live in a
little world of their own!

(189) It was quite common in World
War 2 for the Allies to use dummy inflatable tanks to deceive the enemy
as to their actual position. We see an example of this in the 2016
Dad's Army film. 

(190) Captain Mainwaring seems to have
trouble at times with the military 24 hour clock. In the military they
would say 1600 hours for 4pm. It probably is a bit confusing if you
aren't used to it!

(191) Arthur Lowe and John Le Mesurier did a
television advert for Cadbury's Wispa chocolate bar shortly before
Arthur Lowe passed away. They were officers in World War 2 in the
advert with Lowe in command but their uniforms were different from
Dad's Army to get around any copyright infringements. 

(192) Mainwaring is given a staff car in series nine. The car is an Austin 8. This vehicle began production in 1939. 

(193) Walmington-on-Sea, the fictional location for Dad's Army, was based on the coastal town of Bexhill-on-Sea in East Sussex.

(194)
Jimmy Perry said it was difficult to cast Captain Mainwaring because
they didn't have much money at first and some of the actors they
approached wouldn't do it for such a modest salary. 

(195) Many
of the extras in the series were recruited from Thetford Music and
Drama Society or the Thetford Senior Citizen's Club.

(196) The famous writers George Orwell, C. S. Lewis, and A. A. Milne were all in the Home Guard. 

(197)
Because of his refusal to take the scripts home, David Croft said that
Arthur Lowe would often end up running over his lines in the taxi on
the way to the recording of Dad's Army. 

(198) James Beck died
during the production of series six. He is in the outdoor location
scenes but absent in some of the interior scenes. The situation was
rather similar to when Gary Holton died during the production of the
second series of Auf Wiedersehen, Pet. Holton's character Wayne is
present in the outdoor scenes in Spain but absent from the interior
scenes in Spain. In both cases the outdoor scenes were the ones which
were in the can first, before the tragic death of the cast member. 

(199)
The 2016 Dad's Army film provides a bigger spotlight to the supporting
female characters than the television show ever had time for. It is
questionable whether this is to the film's merit as it means we get
less time with the platoon. 

(200) British and German soldiers
did not fire a shot at each other between June 1940 and March 1941.
During this period the war between the countries was conducted at sea
and in the air.

(201) In 2019, UK Gold adapted the missing Dad's
Army episodes with a new cast. Kevin McNally was Captain Mainwaring,
Robert Bathurst was Sergeant Wilson, Kevin Eldon was Lance Corporal
Jones, David Hayman was Private Frazer, Mathew Horne was Private
Walker, Tom Rosenthal was Private Pike and Timothy West was Private
Godfrey. Timothy West was a replacement for Bernard Cribbins. Timothy
West said it was very apt for him to play Godfrey because his parents
had met while appearing in the Arnold Ridley penned play The Ghost
Train. Simon Ludders played ARP Warden Hodges and Tracy-Ann Oberman was
Mrs Pike. 

(202) David Jason auditioned for the part of Lance
Corporal Jones and impressed Jimmy Perry and David Croft enough to be
offered the role. He accepted but it was a short lived casting to say
the least. According to David Jason, he was cast as Corporal Jones for
a grand total of three hours before the BBC boss Bill Cotton overruled
this decision because he wanted Clive Dunn in the part. David Jason was
only in his late twenties at the time but was very good at playing
doddery older comic characters.  

(203) In his memoir (My
Word is My Bond), the late James Bond actor Sir Roger Moore said that
he liked to relax at his home in Switzerland by eating beans on toast
and watching Dad's Army!

(204) A modern YouGov poll found that 90% of the British public had heard of Dad's Army. 

(205)
Over 1,200 Home Guard were killed by enemy action or training
accidents. You were four times more likely to be killed in a training
accident with the Home Guard than the regular army. 

(206) In
the episode Round and Round Went the Great Big Wheel, the platoon test
a high explosive-carrying wheel. This was based on a real life weapon
called the Panjandrum which was tested by the British but never used in
battle. The Admiralty's Directorate of Miscellaneous Weapons
Development (DMWD) and Major-General Percy Hobart came up with various
strange and often ingenious contraptions and weapons. Major-General
Percy Hobart is probably not very well known today but during the war
he was an innovator in the field of armoured warfare. Hobart's ideas
led to the design of amphibious vehicles that were used to tackle
obstacles in the D-Day landings.

(207) A 2019 poll in the Radio
times by a panel of 'comedy experts' ranked Dad's Army as the sixth
greatest British sitcom. Fawlty Towers was ranked first. 

(208)
In the event of a Nazi invasion of Britain, church bells were to ring
to signify that the Germans had landed. There were one or two false
alarms. A village once started ringing its church bells when wild (and
inaccurate) stories of German paratroopers landing in the area
abounded. 

(209) Private Joe Walker was originally going to be called Joe Fish.

(210)
John Laurie did not reprise his role as Frazer in the Dad's Army stage
show on health grounds. He decided it would be too tiring for him to
commit to a stage show. 

(211) The tag line for the 1971 Dad's Army film poster was - 'At last! Their epic story invades the big screen!'

(212)
Jimmy Perry served in the Home Guard. He said another member was a
veteran of General Kitchener's campaigns in Africa and called the
Africans "fuzzy wuzzies". He was the inspiration for the character of
Lance Corporal Jones.

(213) Caroline Dowdeswell, who played Miss
King in the first series, said that the studio audience sat stonefaced
during the recording of the first episode and didn't laugh at all. 

(214) In a 2001 Channel 4 poll, Captain Mainwaring was voted the 21st greatest television character of all time. 

(215)
Before he appeared in Dad's Army, Clive Dunn played 83 year-old Henry
Beerbohm Johnson in the Granada sitcom Bootsie and Snudge. Clive was
only 38 when he started playing this character. 

(216) The cast in Dad's Army would typically spend about ten weeks of the year making the show when it was in production. 

(217)
The horse used for the pontoon scene in the 1971 film threw some of the
cast members off when they tried to sit on it later for a press shot.
That horse had obviously had enough of showbusiness and actors!

(218)
In 2023 it was reported that a large haul of World War 2 munitions had
been found in the River Leam in Leamington. The prevailing theory was
that the munitions had probably been dumped by the Home Guard when the
organisation was stood down and wound up. The regular army would have
had to account for their munitions.  

(219) With respect
to Tom Courtenay, some think the 2016 Dad's Army film possibly missed a
trick not casting David Jason as Lance Corporal Jones given that he
narrowly missed out on this part in the original television series. 

(220)
After the final episode of Dad's Army was broadcast in 1977 there was a
special celebration dinner for the cast at the Cafe Royal in London. 

(221) Dad's Army consists of nine series. Eighty episodes were made in total.

(222)
Jimmy Perry said the secret to his writing partnership with David Croft
was that if one of them didn't like an idea the other had they would
drop the idea without getting in a debate over it. They only put in
stuff that they both liked and agreed on. 

(223) Before the
2016 Dad's Army film went into production there were stories in the
media that Captain Mainwaring was going to be gender swapped into a
female character. This obviously didn't happen in the end. 

(224)
Although he turned down the part of Lance Corporal Jones in the
television series, Jack Haig did share the role with Clive Dunn in the
1975/76 Dad's Army stage show. 

(225) The makers of the 2016
Dad's Army film said they were going after the 'grey pound' crowd. By
that they meant the older cinemagoers who made films like The King's
Speech and The Best Exotic Marigold Hotel highly profitable. 

(226)
Despite fairly poor reviews the 2016 Dad's Army film was number two at
the British box-office in its opening weekend. It made around $12
million overall. This was considerably less than the Inbetweeners films
and only half of the gross of the Mrs Brown's Boys film. 

(227)
Philip Madoc, who played the German U-boat captain in The Deadly
Attachment, had a long association with Doctor Who. He was in the
Amicus film Daleks' Invasion Earth: 2150 A.D. and also in the
television show - specifically The Krotons, The War Games, The Brain of
Morbius, and The Power of Kroll.

(228) The cannon in the episode
Big Guns is a QF 13-pounder gun from 1904. It was not uncommon for very
old artillery like this to be given to the Home Guard. 

(229) A
script for the episode Sgt – Save My Boy!, handwritten by David Croft,
sold for £6,500 at an auction in Bristol at the start of 2025. The
script had turned up on an episode of the Antiques Roadshow.

(230)
When there was a threat of a Nazi invasion, a rumour got around that
the British were going to set fire to the sea with oil to stop any
German landing. There were experiments on this tactic but they
apparently proved largely unsuccessful. 

(231) The 1976
Christmas special The Love of Three Oranges was the only television
episode that year because the cast were too busy with the stage show to
film a full series. 

(232) Frazer is famed for being incredibly
pessimistic but then pretending that he knew all along everything would
turn out alright. This rather mirrored John Laurie - who apparently
predicted Dad's Army would be a disaster when they first started making
it but changed his tune somewhat when it became very successful. 

(233) Arnold Ridley (born 1896) was the oldest member of the cast.

(234) The beach at Walmington-on-Sea is obviously protected by mines, tank traps, and barbed wire in case the Nazis invade. 

(235) The original name for the series was The Fighting Tigers. The BBC didn't like this title and changed it to Dad's Army. 

(236)
The BBC were said to have initially presumed that John Le Mesurier
would be playing the captain and Arthur Lowe the second in command due
to the fact that Le Mesurier was much more urbane and looked more like
an officer than Lowe. This has led to stories that the two actors
switched roles - which apparently isn't true. Jimmy Perry and David
Croft always had John Le Mesurier down to play Wilson with Lowe as the
commanding officer.

(237) The BBC added what is known as a
'trigger warning' to the 1971 Dad's Army film on the iPlayer in 2021.
Viewers were warned that the film contained 'discriminatory language'.
The offending terms were reported to be the term 'frogs' for the French
and 'fuzzy wuzzies' for soldiers in the Sudan that Jones fought. 

(238)
Mrs Pike's rock cakes are something of an acquired taste due to their
firmness. Rock cakes resemble scones somewhat and were quite popular in
World War 2 because they didn't require as many ingredients as other
cakes. 

(239) Captain Mainwaring tends to have a bit of trouble reading maps sometimes. He has got the platoon lost on exercises.  

(240)
The Home Guard were essentially an infantry force. They didn't have
much in the way of transport. Mainwaring's platoon uses Jones's
butchers van to get around!

(241) The main reason why Jimmy
Perry came up with Dad's Army is that he was so frustrated by his lack
of success in finding in work as an actor that he decided the best plan
of action would be to come up with his own television series and then
cast himself in it! He got the show made but, alas, he didn't manage to
bag a part in it. 

(242) A pilot for an American version of
Dad's Army was screened on ABC in 1976. The series was called The Rear
Guard and the pilot was an adaptation of the classic Dad's Army episode
The Deadly Attachment. The Rear Guard never got beyond the pilot and
did not become a series. Though considered quite rare for a time and
even potentially lost, copies of The Rear Guard do exist and you can
watch chunks of it on YouTube. The script for the American pilot was
credited to Jimmy Perry and David Croft and David Julian. Julian was an
American writer who wrote on many sitcoms (like Hogan's Heroes and
Gimme a Break!) and was obviously there to change lines American
viewers wouldn't get. 

(243) The characters in The Rear Guard
are in the American Civil Defense. An obvious problem with an American
version of Dad's Army is that the United States was never in any danger
of being invaded and wasn't heavily bombed like Britain so it doesn't
have the underlying sense of peril and doom which is detectable in
Dad's Army. Captain Mainwaring and his men are well aware that a panzer
division could turn up in Walmington-on-Sea one day - which isn't the
case for the characters in The Rear Guard. 

(244) In the
American Dad's Army pilot The Rear Guard, Captain Mainwaring is
reconfigured as Captain Nick Rosatti (played by Cliff Norton). Rosatti
is not as pompous as Mainwaring although he is, like Mainwaring, eager
to take charge of a situation. Sergeant Wilson is reconfigured as
Sergeant Max Raskin and played by Lou Jacobi - who I always remember
for a segment in Woody Allen's Everything You Always Wanted to Know
About Sex (But Were Afraid to Ask). Raskin is not suave or laid-back
like John Le Mesurier in the British version and doesn't really feel
different enough from Captain Rosatti to provide the class/personality
conflicts of the Mainwaring/Wilson relationship. Their main bone of
contention in the pilot (which follows the same plot as The Deadly
Attachment) is that Captain Rosatti is eager to go and detain the
Germans while Sergeant Raskin is not and would much prefer to leave
this task to the real military. 

(245) In the American Dad's
Army pilot The Rear Guard, Lance Corporal Jones is reconfigured as Bert
Wagner (Eddie Foy Jr). Wagner is a crusty veteran who fought in the
Spanish–American War and brandishes a cavalry sword. The character of
Private Godfrey is not in The Rear Guard and Bert Wagner, in addition
to being the American version of Jones, is also given some of Godfrey's
characteristics - like his constant need to use the toilet! One salient
difference between Jones and Wagner is that Clive Dunn was a
middle-aged man made up to look much older whereas Eddie Foy Jr was in
his seventies in real life when this pilot was made. 

(246) In
the American Dad's Army pilot The Rear Guard, Private Walker becomes
Don Crawford (played by John McCook). Crawford is a handsome actor who
ended up in the Civil Defense on medical grounds. Private Pike becomes
Bobby Henderson (played by Dennis Kort). Bobby Henderson, youthful,
naive and excitable, is probably the closest to the original British
character in this American remake. Naturally, given that this American
pilot is a remake of The Deadly Attachment, the immortal line "Don't
tell him Pike!" becomes "Don't tell him Henderson!" 

(247) The
line "Don't tell him Henderson!" in The Rear Guard doesn't work as well
as the original because Henderson's name is much longer than Pike.
Surely the captain would have realised his mistake before uttering the
whole name? The gag works much better in the original because Pike is
such a short name. 

(248) Thetford's Palace Cinema was used as
the location for the cinema in Dad's Army. The cinema in Thetford later
became a bingo hall. 

(249) In the event of an invasion, the
Home Guard would have been used to guard ammunition depots, railway
stations and airfields. The general idea is that the Home Guard would
have been used as a way to free up the regular military. The Home Guard
were expected to fight too though. They would have seen combat if the
Nazis invaded. 

(250) The German U-boat captain in The Rear
Guard pilot is played by Conrad Janis (who was in everything from V to
Mork & Mindy to Highway to Heaven). Janis gives a decent
performance - though more broad and sitcommy and less menacing than the
one by Philip Madoc in the original. 

(251) One character who
is absent in the pilot for an American version of Dad's Army is is
Private Frazer. There seems to be no American version of Private Frazer
in the remake. 

(252) Clive Dunn said that when an episode
included a stunt involving Jones, what would happen was that David
Croft would get a stuntman to demonstrate the stunt and then it was up
to Clive whether he wanted to do it for himself (which he usually did
in the end). 

(253) John Bardon played the role of Private
Walker in the 1975/76 Dad's Army stage show. Bardon was later best
known for his role as Jim Branning in EastEnders. John Bardon also
played Harold Forster in the episode Ring Dem Bells.

(254) The
original plan for Lance Corporal Jones was that Jones was going to have
a twin brother and both characters would be played by Jack Haig. Jack
Haig obviously turned down the part of Jones and by the time Clive Dunn
was cast the twin brother idea had been dropped. 

(255) Jimmy
Perry was 16 when he joined the Watford Home Guard. Jimmy said he found
it all tremendously exciting and because he was so young he wasn't
really aware of the gravity of the situation Britain faced at the time
with Nazi Germany on the march. 

(256) Pike is a big film fan. He loves everything from gangster films to Donald Duck!

(257)
The film some of the characters watch at the cinema in The Big Parade
is The Spy in Black. This is a 1939 film directed by Michael Powell.
The film is a spy/naval thriller set in the First World War. 

(258)
John Le Mesurier read law and was articled to a firm of solicitors as a
young man but he decided this wasn't the career for him and went to
acting school. The acting school he attended was the Fay Compton Studio
of Dramatic Art in London. Fay Compton was a famous stage actor.
Another notable person who attended this school was Alec Guinness. 

(259)
Private Thomas Bracewell, played by John Ringham, appears in the first
episode and it was planned that he would be a main character. But they
decided they wanted fewer main characters so Bracewell was not used
again.

(260) One of the reasons why Churchill didn't like the
original LDV name for the Home Guard is that cynics and enemy
propagandists would joke it stood for 'last desperate venture'. 

(261)
The television series was directed by Harold Snoad (1969-1970), Bob
Spiers (1977), David Croft (1968-1977), Robert Knights (1977).

(262)
Clive Dunn was apparently always the first choice for Jones but
initially unavailable - which would explain why Jack Haig and David
Jason were courted. Clive suddenly became available again and was given
the part. He did have reservations though because he was worried about
being typecast in comic roles as old men.

(263) The 50th anniversary of the show in 2018 was marked by some special Dad's Army Royal Mail stamps. 

(264)
Keep Young and Beautiful is the first episode where we see Frazer's
funeral parlour. His philately shop is never mentioned after the first
episode. Philately is an old term for stamps and anything to do with
mail. 

(265) The location scenes in the episode Things That Go
Bump in the Night were the last scenes James Beck shot for Dad's Army
before his tragic death. 

(266) Clive Dunn appeared in 13
episodes of the Granada sitcom My Old Man in the 1970s while Dad's Army
was running. In the sitcom he played an amusing elderly man who goes to
live with his daughter in a high rise tower block. Suffice to say,
Clive was a bit typecast by now!

(267) In an attempt to
encourage people to grow and eat vegetables during the war, the British
government printed posters in which it said that if you ate carrots you
would be able to spot more Nazi planes. To this day the myth that
eating carrots improves your eyesight still persists.

(268) John Le Mesurier was asked by Jimmy Perry to just play himself in the role of Sergeant Wilson. 

(269) Walker often refers to Frazer as 'Taffy' for comic purposes. 

(270)
Captain Mainwaring dreams that he is Napoleon in A Soldier's Farewell.
Napoleon is the nickname that Hodges uses for the captain. Wilson is
naturally Wellington in the dream. 

(271) In the episode Man
Hunt, despite Allied setbacks in the news, Mainwaring tries to bolster
morale in the platoon by reminding them that Rudolf Hess has
surrendered so the 'rats' must be leaving the 'sinking ship'. Rudolf
Hess was Hitler's deputy. In May 1941 he flew to Scotland alone to seek
peace between Britain and Germany. One of the advisors of Hess had
written to the Duke of Hamilton and said Hess wanted to meet with the
Duke to propose a peace deal to the British. Hess is presumed to have
wanted Britain and Germany to work together to prevent a Soviet
dominated Europe. He was detained (even spending time at the Tower of
London) and later tried at the Nuremberg trials. Hess was sent to
Spandau Prison in West Berlin and died behind bars in 1987. The strange
Hess affair was a great embarrassment for Hitler. It is speculated that
Hess was suffering from mental illness. Winston Churchill was in his
private cinema watching a Marx Brothers film when he was told that
Rudolph Hess had landed in Scotland. Churchill decided to finish
watching the film rather than immediately concern himself with Hess. 

(272) In 2004 the BBC conducted a poll to find Britain's best sitcom. Dad's Army came fourth.

(273) John Laurie served in the Home Guard during World War 2.

(274)
Penny Croft, who is the daughter of David Croft, said that when she was
growing up the actors in Dad's Army would sometimes come round the
house for parties and barbecues. She said the cast in Dad's Army all
got on well and liked one another in real life. 

(275) A 1933
Brough Superior 1,096cc 11-50hp motorbike and sidecar which featured in
two episodes of Dad's Army was put up for auction in 2019. The
motorbike also featured in George & Mildred as George Roper's
motorbike. 

(276) Arthur Lowe's wife Joan made four appearances
in Dad's Army. It is said that Arthur would turn down work if a part
couldn't be found for his wife. 

(277) Arthur Lowe's wife Joan
played three different roles in Dad's Army - Dolly (Godfrey's sister),
Miss Baker and Miss Fortescue.

(278) Dad's Army was screened for
a test audience before the first episode went out and the feedback was
overwhelmingly negative. According to legend, David Croft prevented
this negative feedback from reaching the BBC bigwigs in case they axed
the show. It was a lot easier in those pre-internet and email days to
suppress bad news!

(279) The films of Will Hay in the 30s and
40s such as Oh Mr Porter! were an influence on the Dad's Army writers.
These films included a similar group of men to Dad's Army - a pompous
leader, a buffoonish old man, and a younger character.

(280) In
the 2016 Dad's Army film, the authorities are using a diversion to
trick the Germans into believing the Allies will land at Calais on
D-Day. In real life, Hitler did mistakenly believe a Calais landing
would be made. Hitler had initially (correctly) predicted that the
Allies would land in Normandy. However, he then changed his mind and
said the Allies would land in Calais. As a consequence of this, the ten
divisions of the German 15th Army were stationed in the Pas de Calais
area on D-Day waiting for a landing that never arrived. 

(281)
After the end of Dad's Army, Clive Dunn appeared in four series of the
BBC children's sitcom Grandad. Clive played Charlie Quick, the elderly
caretaker of a community hall. The character was a lot like Lance
Corporal Jones under a different name!

(282) Janet Davies was
said to be unhappy that she didn't get to play Mrs Pike in either the
film or the radio series. Actors have to pay the bills just like the
rest of us so the loss of this extra money must have been annoying. 

(283)
It was reported in 2012 that the Dad's Army Museum in Thetford had
raised £10,000 to restore Jones's butcher's van. The van had been
purchased at a Bonham's auction. 

(284) Warden Hodges comes in
handy at times because he can speak some German. He picked up the
language while working as a prison guard in the last war. 

(285)
At the end of the last episode Never too Old, the cast break the fourth
wall and raise a glass in toast to the real Home Guard. 

(286)
Ian Lavender said that his childhood love of the silent comic Buster
Keaton inspired him to become an actor and performer. 

(287)
The makers of the 2016 Dad's Army film said that they wanted their
version of Captain Mainwaring to be its own thing. They didn't want
Toby Jones to impersonate Arthur Lowe. 

(288) Ian Lavender said
in an interview that Dad's Army did typecast him somewhat and affect
the rest of his career (in that he tended to get comedy scripts sent to
him rather than offers of drama roles) but he had no complaints because
not every actor is lucky enough to be connected to something so beloved
and iconic as Dad's Army. 

(289) Captain Square was supposed to
appear in the series a lot more but they couldn't find enough windows
where the actor Geoffrey Lumsden was available to make this happen. 

(290)
The 1949 film Whisky Galore is sometimes cited as an influence on Dad's
Army. The Captain Waggett character in the film is not a million miles
away from Mainwaring. 

(291) Jimmy Perry and David Croft got together because Jimmy's agent Ann Callender was the wife of David Croft. 

(292)
Janet Davies was a client and also occasional secretary for Ann
Callender. This is how Janet got her audition for Mrs Pike. Jimmy Perry
said Janet did a great audition and was perfect for the part. 

(293) Frank Williams reprised his role as the vicar in the 2016 Dad's Army film. Frank only has a few scenes in the film. 

(294)
Clive Dunn gets some big laughs in The Two and a Half Feathers from
Jones's use of the word 'fakir'. The Carry On films would have been
proud! 

(295) Arthur Lowe's son said that Arthur was a very
fastidious man who always took a briefcase to work and carried around
nail clippers. 

(296) When they were shooting Dad's Army in
Norfolk, the cast would be shown footage of what they had shot in
Thetford's Palace cinema. 

(297) The verger Maurice Yeatman and Lance Corporal Jones seem to have a particular disdain for one another. 

(298) The average age of a Home Guard member was only 35. Many teenagers waiting for a call up served in the Home Guard. 

(299)
Captain Mainwaring is rather adept at playing the bagpipes. He learned
the bagpipes while on his honeymoon in Scotland. In the episode If the
Cap Fits..., Mainwaring's bagpipe playing gets Frazer out of a fix. 

(300) In 1974 the cast of Dad's Army made a British road safety ad demonstrating how to use a pelican crossing.

(301)
Some members of the cast were in poor health by the time of the final
series so it was deemed sensible for the show to come to an end and bow
out on its own terms. Arthur Lowe had a heart attack in 1979 (two years
after the series ended) and John Le Mesurier had been quite gaunt and
poorly in series nine. Edward Sinclair, who played the verger, died in
1977. Arthur Lowe said at the funeral there could be no more Dad's Army
without 'Teddy'. 

(302) In the American pilot version of Dad's
Army, The Rear Guard, instead of getting the U-boat crew fish and chips
(as in the original) the characters send out for sandwiches. 

(303)
A seller named Dave Davidson put a copy of the original Dad's Army
board game for sale on eBay in 2010 but had it removed on the grounds
that it could 'incite racial hatred' due to the swastikas featured in
the game. Mr Davidson told his local Worcester News that he thought
this was all rather silly. "I want to expose eBay for what they are – a
laughing stock," said Mr Davidson. "They allow coins and stamps with
swastikas and there are hundreds of novels which are war stories that
have them. It’s ridiculous that they can’t use any common sense. Dad’s
Army is the most harmless TV programme in the world." While one could
understand where eBay were coming from, it seemed a bit of a stretch to
suggest that an old Dad's Army board game could incite racial hatred or
somehow fell under the banner of Nazi memorabilia. The characters in
Dad's Army despise the Nazis and are training to fight them. 

(304)
You can still (at the time of writing) buy the original Dad's Army
board game on eBay. What sellers tend to do now is block out the
offending swastikas on the box art by placing coins over them. 

(305) Private Pike reads Hotspur. The Hotspur was a British boys' comic published by D. C. Thomson & Co.

(306)
Arnold Ridley was a prolific playwright in his younger years but signed
away the royalties - which probably explained why he worked as an actor
in his later years rather than retire. 

(307) In 2000 the
British Film Institute (BFI) conducted a list of the 100 greatest
British television programmes. The judges were a selection of people
from the film and television industry. In the final top 100, Dad's Army
came 13th. 

(308) Arthur Lowe became a familiar voice to
children in the 1970s as the narrator of the animation series based on
the Mr Men books. Most British children in the seventies and early
eighties read the Mr Men books. 

(309) Nigel Hawthorne has a
small part in The Armoured Might of Lance Corporal Jones. He would
later become best known for his memorable turn as the devious and super
shrewd Humphrey Appleby in Yes Minister and Yes, Prime Minister.

(310) Dad's Army, as an overall series, has an excellent 8.1 rating on IMDB.  

(311)
Ian Lavender said in a 2014 interview that he was rejected for two
'big' films in the 1970s because the casting directors felt audiences
would only see him as Private Pike. Ian didn't say what these films
were. 

(312) Lance Corporal Jones once kept wicket while the
great Ranjitsinhji was batting. Ranjitsinhji played for Cambridge
University, Sussex, and England. He later became ruler of the Indian
state of Nawanagar. 

(313) The duty of Air Raid Wardens was to
enforce blackouts and make sure no light was visible after the
sanctioned hour - which explains why Hodges is always shouting "Put
that light out!" They also had to patrol the town and air raid
shelters. It was a very hazardous job during the worst years of the
bombing. 

(314) The early episodes of Dad's Army often revolve
around the struggles of the platoon to arm themselves and get hold of
rifles and guns. This was very true to life because the real LDV
struggled to get sufficient weapons when it was first formed. 

(315) Jones's butcher's van made its first appearance in The Armoured Might of Lance-Corporal Jones. 

(316)
A BBC drama about the making of Dad's Army called We're Doomed! The
Dad's Army Story was made in 2015. It starred Paul Ritter as Jimmy
Perry, Richard Dormer as David Croft and John Sessions as Arthur Lowe.
Julian Sands was John Le Mesurier, Mark Heap was Clive Dunn, Kevin
Bishop was James Beck, Ralph Riach was John Laurie, Kieran Hodgson was
Ian Lavender, Michael Cochrane was Arnold Ridley, and Shane Richie
played Bill Pertwee. We're Doomed! The Dad's Army got decent reviews
and John Sessions in particular was praised for his portrayal of Arthur
Lowe. Sadly, John Sessions, Julian Sands, Paul Ritter, and Ralph Riach
have all passed away since the drama was made. 

(317) John
Sessions looked so different as Arthur Lowe in We're Doomed! The Dad's
Army Story that some viewers didn't even realise it was John Sessions!

(318)
The one criticism of John Sessions as Arthur Lowe in We're Doomed! The
Dad’s Army Story is that he's made to look huge. Arthur Lowe was a
trifle portly but he wasn't that big!

(319) The last sitcom that
Jimmy Perry helped to create and wrote was 1989's High Street Blues.
This show only ran for six episodes and has been completely forgotten.
In one of his later interviews Jimmy said that he felt his style of
comedy writing had gone out of fashion and was considered too 'gentle'
for our more cynical modern age. 

(320) When they worked on
Dad's army, Jimmy Perry and David Croft would sit together with a tape
recorder discussing ideas and plots. They would take it in turn to
write up the transcripts of the recordings. 

(321) The BBC were
initially resistant to Arthur Lowe being in Dad's Army because they
thought of him as an ITV actor. Thankfully this initial reluctance
didn't last. 

(322) Jones's van is a 1935 two-ton Ford BB Box Van.

(323) Bill Pertwee received an MBE in 2007. Bill said the (late) Queen told him she was a fan of Dad's Army.

(324)
The scenes in St Aldhelms Church and Church Hall were filmed in the
Norfolk village of Honington at the church and primary school.

(325)
The sitcom 'Allo 'Allo! is sometimes mistaken for a Perry/Croft show
but it was actually a show by David Croft and Jeremy Lloyd. 

(326)
The verger character (Maurice Yeatman) played by Edward Sinclair in the
television series is not in the 2016 Dad's Army film. 

(327)
When they first started recording Dad's Army in front of a studio
audience they found that the audience didn't seem to laugh much and
feared they might have a misfire on their hands. Thankfully this didn't
turn out to be the case. The show wasn't an immediate hit and took a
while to get going and become popular. The same can be said of other
famous sitcoms. Only Fools and Horses and One Foot in the Grave were
not immediate hits either and took time to build their audience. 

(328)
Arnold Ridley said he was very surprised to get fan mail from children
for Dad's Army because he had presumed (wrongly as it turned out) that
only the 'oldies' would enjoy the show. 

(329) Captain
Mainwaring is sometimes seen hoarding a bit of rationed food to be
presented as a gift for his wife. She never seems to be very grateful
though. Mainwaring enjoys being the boss of the platoon because he is
assuredly not the boss of his household!

(330) The first episode of Dad's Army was broadcast on the 31st July 1968.

(331) The last episode of Dad's Army was broadcast on the 13th November 1977.

(332)
Mr West, the bank official who appears in Something Nasty in the Vault
and A. Wilson (Manager)?, was played by different actors - Robert
Dorning and Blake Butler. Blake Butler played the librarian in some
early episodes of Last of the Summer Wine. Janet Davies was also
briefly in Last of the Summer Wine as a librarian. 

(333) Liz Fraser, who played Mrs Pike in the 1971 film, was only 16 years older than Ian Lavender in real life. 

(334)
Pike is called up by the Royal Air Force in the series. But he is
rejected as he has a rare blood group - he would not be able to get a
blood transfusion if needed.

(335) Michael Mills, BBC1's Head of
Comedy when the series was commissioned, suggested adding a Scottish
character. So Private Frazer was added.

(336) Dad's Army got viewing figures of up to 18 million in Britain in the 1970's. 

(337)
A lot of the tension between Mainwaring and Hodges comes from the fact
they are both battling for use of the hall supplied by the vicar. 
 
(338)
Other duties of the real Home Guard in the event of a Nazi invasion
would have involved tasks like setting up road blocks (to impede enemy
vehicles) and guarding important things like gas and electricity works.


(339) Pike is very naïve about the nature of the relationship between his mother and his Uncle Arthur (Wilson). 

(340)
It is never confirmed but implied in the show that Pike is Sergeant
Wilson's son. The writers later confirmed that Pike is indeed Wilson's
son.

(341) We Know Our Onions was filmed almost entirely on
location because there was a strike at the time which meant they
couldn't use the studio. 

(342) Hansard (the transcripts of
parliamentary debates in Britain) records that, in 1940, Robert Boothby
(who was Parliamentary Secretary to the Ministry of Food) said that
individual requests from Home Guard officers for extra tea and sugar
rations for their men would be sympathetically considered. It seems the
government realised the Home Guard wouldn't get very far without a nice
cup of tea!

(343) Sergeant Wilson attended Meadowbridge Public
School. Captain Mainwaring is rather jealous and bitter about the
advantages that Wilson had. 

(344) Clive Dunn was good friends
with John Le Mesurier and said he only agreed to be in Dad's Army when
John accepted the part of Wilson. 

(345) John Laurie was a
famed Shakespearean actor and appeared in many feature films. It is
said he was rather bewildered to think that Dad's Army, a television
sitcom made in the twilight of his long and illustrious career, is what
he would be most remembered for!  

(346) The butchers van of Jones is different in the 1971 film. A 1935 Thornycroft was used in the film. 

(347)
Captain Mainwaring's revolver in Dad's Army was said to be a plastic
prop toy gun because Arthur Lowe didn't like the weight of a more
realistic metal gun. 

(348) The Sonderfahndungsliste G.B.
(Special Search List Great Britain) was a Nazi list of all the people
in Britain who were to be arrested in the event of a successful
invasion of Great Britain by Germany. The list included many famous
names like EM Forster, HG Wells, Noël Coward, Virginia Woolf, Stephen
Spender, JB Priestley, Paul Robeson, and Sigmund Freud. For some
reason, the Nazis also intended to arrest Robert Baden-Powell - the
elderly founder of the boy scout movement. 

(349) David Croft
said that Arthur Lowe's refusal to take his scripts home did mean he
had trouble remembering his lines at times. Arthur Lowe was a master of
the comic pause though so this gave him extra time to remember things. 

(350)
Hamish Roughead played Private Frazer in the 1975/76 Dad's Army stage
show. Hamish Roughead was born in Birmingham and died in 1992. He
appeared in shows like Are You Being Served? and Crossroads. 

(351)
The 2016 Dad's Army film came about because the film producer Damian
Jones was at home channel surfing one night and started watching an
episode of Dad's Army. This gave him the idea of making a new film
based on the show. 

(352) Jimmy Perry said the only actor in the show he had any involvement in casting was Arthur Lowe. 

(353) Thetford Guildhall was used as the town hall in Dad's Army.

(354) Private Sponge is a sheep farmer. 

(355)
Primrose Confectionery Limited released a series of sweet cigarette
cards as a tie-in with the release of the 1971 Dad's Army film. The
cards featured stills and characters from the film. Sweet cigarettes
were a confectionery made to resemble cigarettes. They have been banned
in many countries lest they should encourage children to smoke. This
type of product is called a candy stick in Britain today. 

(356) You can, should you desire, buy a Dad's Army soup mug online. 

(357)
Arthur Lowe was in nearly 200 episodes of Coronation Street in the
early 1960s as the preacher Leonard Swindley. This character featured
in two spin-off sitcoms - something which is highly unusual for a soap
character. 

(358) The episode Absent Friends was rarely
repeated because it featured an IRA suspect. In the radio adaptation
the IRA man is replaced by a more generic escaped convict. 

(359)
Captain Mainwaring's background is that he arrived at the First World
War after the Armistice so never saw any combat. Mainwaring was
frustrated by this and determined to make his mark on World War 2 in
whatever way he can.

(360) Ian Lavender said that when he turned
up at the BBC's television centre to begin the trip for the first
location shooting on Dad's Army he was the only person without a
suitcase. He was so green in the acting industry it had never occurred
to him that they would have to go and stay somewhere for the location
work!

(361) Being the local butcher, Jones is much in demand due
to his ability to slip people a few extras in the form of off the
ration meat. 

(362) In the episode The Love of Three Oranges,
Captain Mainwaring refers to 'our Finnish allies'. The "Winter War"
took place in 1939/40 when the Soviet Union invaded Finland and -
despite outnumbering the Fins in terms of soldiers, tanks and aircraft
to a preposterous degree - was humiliated before the world. That the
Red Army made such heavy weather of an invasion of Finland was an
important factor in the German decision to invade the Soviet Union. At
the time the Nazi/Soviet Pact was in effect. This all changed when
Hitler attacked the Soviet Union and Finland became allies with Nazi
Germany. Britain declared war on Finland in 1941. 

(363) The great Carry On star Peter Butterworth appeared in the Dad's Army episode The Face on the Poster. 

(364)
Private Cheeseman is a journalist who joined the platoon in series
seven. The character was played (rather broadly) by Talfryn Thomas and
not to all tastes. David Croft and Jimmy Perry said that Cheeseman
wasn't meant to be a replacement for Walker. Cheeseman previously
appeared in My British Buddy. 

(365) Roy Clarke, who wrote Last of the Summer Wine and Open All Hours, said that Dad's Army was his favourite sitcom. 

(366)
Another Dad's Army film in the 1970s was planned. It was going to be
called Dad's Army and the Secret U-Boat Base. The film was scuppered by
the difficult economic conditions at the time. 

(367) Nazi Germany never formally declared war on Britain. 

(368) The Steam Museum in Bressingham provided the vintage fire engines, steam rollers and tractors you see in Dad's Army. 

(369)
Dad's Army has an unusually large number of catchphrases for a sitcom
(most of which are lucky if they have one memorable catchphrase). Some
of the characters have more than one. Jones has 'Don't panic/They don't
like it up 'em'/'Permission to speak sir?', Mainwaring has 'you stupid
boy' and 'I think you're getting into the realms of fantasy here'.
Wilson has 'Do you think that's wise, sir?', Frazer has 'We're doomed!'.

(370)
David Croft said the roles of Hodges and Godfrey were written for Bill
Pertwee and Arnold Ridley because he'd worked with them before.

(371) The Sunday Telegraph described the 2016 Dad's Army film as a 'weary dollop of monetised nostalgia'. 

(372) Chief Warden Hodges appears in 60 of the 80 episodes in the television series.

(373) Jimmy Perry's favourite episode was Branded from series three in 1969.

(374)
Clive Dunn fought in the Greek campaign during World War 2 and was then
a prisoner of war. In 1940, Mussolini invaded Greece from Albania. He
had assumed Greece would be easy pickings but his army was driven back
into Albania by the Greeks. It was, to say the least, very humiliating
for Mussolini. Mussolini hadn't bothered to tell Hitler about his
invasion of Greece. Hitler was furious when he found out. The Germans
had to intervene to help Italy and also prevent the British from
occupying Greece first. Mussolini is believed to have invaded Greece in
a fit of pique because he was angry that Hitler had annexed Romania
without consulting Italy. Italy considered Romania to be part of their
sphere of influence. 

(375) Private Walker operates in the black market but he's a decent chap all the same and loyal to the platoon. 

(376) In the radio adaptions of Dad's Army, Graham Stark (besides Larry Martyn) played Private Walker after James Beck's death. 

(377) Ian Lavender said in a 2018 interview that he still watched Dad's Army if it popped up on television when he was at home. 

(378)
The Christmas special My Brother and I is notable for Arthur Lowe's
excellent dual role performance when Mainwaring's drunken brother Barry
turns up. David Croft said that the scenes involving Arthur Lowe as two
different characters talking to each other were very time consuming and
complex. 

(379) Mrs Fox was originally called Marcia in the show but this was changed to Mildred. 

(380)
Clive Dunn famously had a number one hit with the song Grandad. Clive
said in an interview that he bought a house thanks to the royalties
from that song!

(381) The American pilot version of Dad's Army, The Rear Guard, was set on Long Island. 

(382)
When it was in danger of Nazi invasion, Great Britain, just to be on
the safe side, shipped its gold reserves to Canada. The gold was held
in a building in Montreal. This was so top secret that most of the
people who worked in the building had no idea that they were sitting on
Britain's gold reserves. 

(383) There is a Corgi Jones Butcher
van. You get a little Jack Jones figure with the model. This toy tends
to go for around £27-99 at the time of writing. 

(384) Private Pike's scarf represents the colours of Aston Villa. Ian Lavender was a Villa fan in real life. 

(385)
Ian Lavender said that Arthur Lowe was a private person but a very
friendly and amusing man once you became a part of his circle of
friends. 

(386) Alison Steadman played Mrs Fox in the 2016
Dad's Army film. This role was famously played by Pamela Cundell in the
television show. 

(387) John Laurie was reluctant to return as
Frazer for series two and planned to leave the show but in the end he
obviously changed his mind. 

(388) A strength of Dad's Army is
that, though made in the late sixties and 1970s, it has an early 1940s
period setting so never feels dated in the way that a lot of 1970s
sitcoms do today. 

(389) You can go on a guided Dad's Army tour if you visit Thetford. 

(390) Ian Lavender said he made between £600 and £1600 in royalties each time Dad's Army was repeated.

(391)
The reason why Martins Bank was used (rather than the usual Swallows)
as a name in the Dad's Army film is the real Martins bank was now
defunct so safe to use. 

(392) The Armoured Might of Lance Corporal Jones sees the first appearance of Chief ARP Warden Hodges.

(393)
After the end of Dad's Army, Ian Lavender appeared in David Croft's
rather ill advised sci-fi sitcom Come Back Mrs Noah with Mollie Sugden.
This show was axed after one series and sometimes crops up on lists of
the worst sitcoms. 

(394) Fulton Mackay made two appearances in
Dad's Army. He obviously became very well known in the 1970s thanks to
his role as Mr Mackay in the sitcom Porridge. 

(395) David Croft's favourite episode was Mum's Army from the fourth series in 1970.

(396)
The Home Guard around Britain were equipped with many different weapons
in the early days. They were sent a lot of shotguns by farmers and even
members of the royal family. Hunting associations in the United States
also sent weapons for them to use. 

(397) The Dad's Army title sequence was clearly an influence on the title sequence for Have I Got News for You.

(398) In the famous "Don't tell him Pike!" scene, Ian Lavender had to bite his lip to stop himself from laughing. 

(399)
Some of the fittest and best of the real Home Guard members were
drafted into special Auxiliary Units where they were taught sabotage
and assassination techniques. The idea was that these units would
target German officers who had set up commands in British stately homes
and grand houses. 

(400) John Le Mesurier did not want to do
Dad's Army when first asked. He did not want to commit himself to the
series. It is said they had to offer him a bit more money before he
would sign. 

(401) In the episode Asleep in the Deep, we see
the bravery and sense of duty of Captain Mainwaring when he pretends he
has been drawn to go into the bombed gasworks. We see in this scene
that, if it came to the crunch, Mainwaring would sacrifice himself for
his platoon's welfare. 

(402) Graham McCann wrote in his book
about Dad's Army that Laurence Olivier was a huge fan and had agreed to
appear in the second spin-off film Dad's Army and The Secret U-Boat
Base. This obviously never transpired in the end as the project didn't
go ahead. 

(403) The Home Guard were often required to
undertake training exercises with the regular military. This happens in
the 1971 Dad's Army film. 

(404) Arthur Lowe played one of the
theatre critics in the cult 1973 horror film Theatre of Blood. This
film has a killer premise. Vincent Price plays a hammy Shakespearean
actor named Edward Lionheart who, after getting dreadful reviews and
being humiliated at a critic's awards, fakes his own death and then
seeks revenge on these snooty critics who mocked his acting. He decides
to murder them using methods taken from Shakespeare's plays. Aiding him
in this grisly plan is his daughter Edwina (Diana Rigg) and an
underground gang of drunken vagrants - to whom Lionheart frequently
performs his legendary (or so he thinks) thesping skills to. 

(405)
The makers of the 2016 Dad's Army film had to get in touch with Jimmy
Perry and the David Croft estate to set the wheels in motion. It took
about three years to get the film into production. 

(406) Jimmy Perry was very supportive of the 2016 Dad's Army film and had no problem with a new version being produced. 

(407) 40 million gas masks were issued in Britain during the war. 

(408) You can (at the time of writing) buy Dad's Army playing cards on eBay. They are listed as being a rather rare item. 

(409) The late politician Tony Benn was a huge Dad's Army fan. He served in the Home Guard during the war.

(410)
Although we don't see Mainwaring's wife Elizabeth in the television
show we do see the dent she makes in the bunk bed above him. Elizabeth
is clearly a large woman!

(411) After Dunkirk, under threat on
invasion, Britain was only capable of equipping about twelve army
divisions with artillery. This increased though as new munitions were
produced. Infantry was less of a problem. By the middle of June 1940,
Britain had 22 infantry divisions to combat a German invasion. One of
the (various) reasons why Operation Sea Lion didn't happen is that
German intelligence estimated Britain had a very large number of
armoured divisions to defend the country - which wasn't the case.

(412)
Ian Lavender said that John Laurie became a grandfather figure to him
during Dad's Army and they would have long chats about life.  

(413) All the German spies sent to Britain during the war were turned into double-agents. 

(414) Maurice Yateman, the verger, appears in 49 episodes. A verger is a church official who acts as an assistant or caretaker. 

(415) Clive Dunn came from a showbusiness family as his grandfather was a music hall comic. 

(416) Battle of the Giants! was the first Christmas special. It was broadcast on 27 December 1971. 

(417)
While the German U-boats are very famous, you never hear much about
British submarines in World War 2. This is because British submarines
(unlike the U-boats) didn't have ample targets and so had less action.
Britain had 60 submarines at the start of the war. The British
submarine fleet was most active in the Far East.

(418) Caroline
Dowdeswell, who played Miss King in five early episodes of Dad's Army,
was in the 1971 On the Buses film. She played Sandra, the attractive
new 'clippie' that Reg Varney's Stan takes a shine to near the end of
the film. 

(419) It took about one week to film a Dad's Army episode.

(420)
Jimmy Perry and David Croft felt that one of the secrets of their
success is that they had both been actors so were more sympathetic and
understanding of actors than your average television writer or
producer. They allowed the actors in Dad's Army room to bring their own
distinct personalities and styles into their parts. 

(421) Frazer grew up on the Isle of Barra and then joined the Royal Navy. He was a cook in the navy.

(422)
Arthur Lowe was from Hayfield in Derbyshire. In 2011, Derbyshire County
Council marked Arthur's birthplace with a blue plaque. Ian Lavender was
a special guest to unveil the plaque. 

(423) The British
Expeditionary Force lost 50 to 60% of their artillery and tanks when
they were evacuated from Dunkirk. They also had to leave a lot of
rifles and machine guns behind. This would explain why it was a
struggle at first to arm the LDV/Home Guard. The first priority was to
arm the regular army. 

(424) Operation Dynamo, the evacuation
at Dunkirk, retrieved 193,000 British and 145,000 French troops. This
was way beyond the expectations of the authorities because they feared
they would only be able to rescue 40,000 men. The 1971 Dad's Army film
takes place after this event. 

(425) It is Captain Mainwaring
who appoints himself as the leader of Walmington-on-Sea's Local Defence
Volunteers in the first episode. This position is later confirmed by
the higher ups. Mainwaring takes his position with the utmost
seriousness and seems to relish the chance to be in command (however
small that command might be) and play some role in the war. Mainwaring
has a dull bank job and a seemingly loveless marriage so the Home Guard
provides some much needed excitement and distraction in his life.

(426)
In the 2016 Dad's Army film, Hodges is played by Martin Savage. Martin
Savage has done many things but is perhaps best known as the camp
screenwriter Damon Beesley in the Ricky Gervais sitcom Extras. 

(427)
In 2008 the Radio Times compiled a list of the 25 Greatest Put Downs in
television history. Captain Mainwaring's line to Pike "you stupid boy!"
was included.

(428) Ian Lavender said that the show was never
quite the same without Private Walker and James Beck's death was a
terrible shock to the cast and crew. 

(429) Lance Corporal Jones is prone to a bout of malaria now and again. 

(430)
The Channel Islands were the only part of the British Isles to be
occupied by the Nazis during the war. These islands are close to
northern France and were impossible to defend once France fell.
Operation Constellation was a British plan to recapture the Channel
Islands in 1943. It was felt the islands would be useful as a staging
post for the Allied invasion of France. Operation Constellation never
went ahead in the end because the military planners felt the civilian
casualties would be too high. 

(431) Jimmy Perry said he felt
the real Home Guard had been a trifle forgotten before Dad's Army came
out and it was one of the reasons why he wanted to make the show. 

(432)
John Laurie was in the cult 1971 horror film The Abominable Dr Phibes.
The Abominable Dr Phibes was directed by Robert Fuest and written by
William Goldstein and James Whiton. Dr Anton Phibes (Vincent Price) is
a brilliant scholar and organist who was presumed dead in a 1921 car
crash after hearing of the death of his wife Victoria (played by Hammer
star Caroline Munro) during surgery. It turns out that Phibes is not
dead. He's very much alive - although badly injured and he now wears a
prosthetic mask and can only speak through an electrical voice device.
Phibes seeks revenge against the doctors he blames for not saving his
beloved wife and plans to kill them using the ten plagues of Egypt as
his inspiration.

(433) Ian Lavender said that Arthur Lowe told
him he should get a memorable costume and stand next to Captain
Mainwaring in his scenes and that way he'd be noticed and get more
lines. Ian said it was this advice that made him pick a big scarf for
Pike to wear. 

(434) The scene in the 1971 Dad's Army film where the white horse goes down the river on a raft was filmed in Chobham in Surrey.

(435) Ben Elton, who wrote on BlackAdder and The Young Ones, said that Dad's Army is his favourite sitcom. 

(436)
Ian Lavender said in an interview that Dad's Army was supposed to go
out on BBC2 but it was changed to BBC1 before transmission. 

(437)
Jimmy Perry and David Croft both said that when they met Arthur Lowe to
discuss Dad's Army, Arthur casually mentioned how much he hated the
sitcom Hugh & I. This was rather embarrassing because what Arthur
didn't know was that Hugh & I was a David Croft show that Jimmy had
acted in!

(438) Near the end of the war, Germany sort of had its
own version of the Home Guard with the Volkssturm - although this
organisation was far less professional and structured. The Volkssturm
(People's Storm) was a militia organisation created by Goebbels in the
last months of the war. The Volkssturm was made up of men who would
have previously been considered too old or too unfit to be in the army.
Goebbels wanted the Volkssturm to provide millions of men to fight
tenaciously alongside the German Army. 

Despite his grand plans
and dreams, the Volkssturm proved to be completely useless. The
recruits in the Volkssturm lacked sufficient weapons and training and
were often pushed into battle with not much more than an armband. Many
members of the Volkssturm simply fled and those that did fight were
little more than cannon fodder. The Volkssturm was often drafting
12-year-old Hitler Youth members into its ranks by the end of the war. 

(439)
Arnold Ridley served in the real Home Guard in his home town of
Caterham. He was also a real life war hero. Ridley was a private in the
First World War and suffered dreadful injuries fighting on the Somme.

(440)
The cast and crew of Dad's Army had to spend six weeks shooting
outdoors to get the exterior shots for a series (season) in the can. 

(441)
Blake Harrison, who played Pike in the 2016 Dad's Army film, said he
was wary of taking the role at first because after playing (the
gormless) Neil in The Inbetweeners he was a trifle worried about being
typecast as characters who aren't very bright. He said that in the end
he realised he would be mad to spurn the chance to work with the likes
of Michael Gambon and Toby Jones. 

(442) It was reported in the
news in 2024 that Dad's Army fans were annoyed the show seemed to have
disappeared from the streaming platform Now TV. 

(443) Jimmy
Perry said he remembered his Home Guard captain telling the platoon
that if the Nazis invaded their orders were to 'shoot the b********'
and not take any prisoners. 

(444) Ian Lavender said he'd never even stayed in a hotel before he did Dad's Army. 

(445)
The digitally remastered and colourised episode Room at the Bottom
(which was once thought lost) had its first screening in revamped form
in 2008.

(446) In the episode The Deadly Attachment, Corporal
Jones has a grenade put down his trousers by a German U-boat crew. It
was originally going to be Mainwaring, but Arthur Lowe did not want the
grenade down his trousers as it was too personal.

(447) An
aborted idea for the 1971 Dad's Army film is that it was going to end
in 1945 and show the platoon celebrating the end of the war. 

(448)
It is said that for many years the BBC had an old episode of Dad's Army
'ready to go' in case of technical problems or something (like live
snooker) ending earlier than expected. 

(449) John Le Mesurier was a big fan of jazz and could often be found in one of London's jazz clubs in the evening. 

(450)
The 2016 Dad's Army film did a tie-in with Bovril. There were limited
edition jars of Bovril where you could win Dad's Army prizes. 

(451) David Croft apparently didn't like the Private Cheeseman character very much and didn't think it worked. 

(452)
The RAF bombed the invasion barges the Germans intended to use for Sea
Lion (the invasion of Britain) quite extensively. This may have been a
factor in the invasion not going ahead. Many of the barges were moored
in Holland. 

(453) The late Queen Mother was famously a big fan of Dad's Army. 

(454)
Arthur Lowe said in an interview that they expected Dad's Army to have
some appeal to those who remembered the war but were pleasantly
surprised to find that it was watched and enjoyed by younger people too
- including children. 

(455) There have been a variety of Dad's Army jigsaw puzzles.

(456)
A bronze statue of Captain Mainwaring sitting on a bench was unveiled
outside the Old Anchor Hotel in Thetford in 2010. The statue was paid
for by the Friends of Dad's Army Museum. 

(457) It was reported
in 2024 that the Captain Mainwaring statue in Thetford had been
vandalised. Someone had damaged the bronze spectacles on the statue by
crushing them. The Friends of Thetford Museum raised enough money for
the statue to be repaired. The mayor of Thetford was critical of the
lack of interest the police showed in investigating the vandalism. 

(458)
Though an ensemble piece, Clive Dunn generally got third billing behind
Arthur Lowe and John Le Mesurier in the show (and film). 

(459)
A version of the Dad's Army stage show first staged in the 1970s was
produced in Australia and New Zealand in 2004-2005. It was called Dad's
Army — The Musical.

(460) In order to serve in the real Home Guard you had to be between 17 and 65 and you had to be 'mobile' and reasonably fit. 

(461)
Ian Lavender was in one Carry On film. This was 1975's Carry On Bottom
- the one with the archaeological dig at a campsite and Elke Sommer's
Roman expert Anna Vooshka comically mangling the English language,
predictably leading to all sorts of innuendo based gags and priggish
reactions from Kenneth Williams. Carry On Behind tends to be remembered
as one of those weakish later Carry Ons with some of the familiar faces
missing. 

(462) You can, should you desire, buy Dad's Army themed socks online. 

(463) Mavis Pike - mother of Frank Pike - appears in 30 of the 80 episodes in the television series.

(464)
In a 1999 poll for Classic Television magazine, "Don't tell him Pike!"
was voted the nation's favourite ever comedy scene. Del Boy falling
through the bar in Only Fools and Horses was second. 

(465)
After the end of Dad's Army, Arthur Lowe starred in the Roy Clarke
sitcom Potter. Potter was an opinionated retired man with too much time
on his hands - sort of like Victor Meldrew before Victor Meldrew was
invented. The show got decent reviews but never seems to be repeated
and is a trifle forgotten these days. Arthur Lowe sadly died in 1982
before the third series was produced. One would have presumed the death
of Arthur Lowe would be the end of Potter but he was, in what was a
rather odd decision, replaced by Robin Bailey for a third and final
series. 

(466) There is a Dad's Army Appreciation Society. It was set up in 1993.

(467)
One of the less famous catchphrases of Jones is 'Handy-hock'. What he
means is 'Hände hoch' - which is German for hands up. 

(468)
Jimmy Perry got the idea of having the second in command be more posh,
urbane, and intelligent than the commanding officer from his time in
the army during the war. Jimmy said he remembered being on a ship under
the command of a very 'common' officer who seemed a bit out of place. 

(469)
In his War Diaries (obviously published after the war), Field Marshal
Alan Brooke (who was the head of the British Army and Churchill's most
senior military advisor) said that he would have had no hesitation in
deploying poison gas on the beaches in the event of a Nazi invasion of
Britain. 

(470) The Deadly Attachment was supposed to have a
scene where Walker tries to get his hands on some German artifacts from
the U-boat crew so he can sell them. This scene got cut in the end. 

(471) There is said to be a 'goof' in the episode Don't Forget the Diver because you catch a glimpse of a 1960s lorry. 

(472)
It was reported in 1940 that a Home Guard member in Derby took a downed
German pilot prisoner with a farmer's shotgun he had managed to
acquire. 

(473) Jimmy Perry once said that he felt Dad's Army was his best show but It Ain't Half Hot Mum was his funniest. 

(474)
During studio recordings of the series Bill Pertwee was used as a warm
up man - to get the studio audience ready for the filming.

(475)
Some real Home Guard units used the Canadian Ross rifle - which was
first produced in 1903. This rifle was quite derided and not very
popular. 

(476) Arthur Lowe joined the Duke of Lancaster's Own Yeomanry in 1938 and served in North Africa. 

(477) Walker whistles the title song from the television show at one point in the 2016 Dad's Army film. 

(478)
Liz Fraser, who played Mrs Pike in the Dad's Army film, appeared in
four Carry On films - Carry On Regardless (1961), Carry On Cruising
(1962), Carry On Cabby (1963), and Carry On Behind (1975). 

(479) You can buy Dad's Army drink coasters on Etsy. 

(480)
Wendy Richard played Edith Parish in The Two and a Half Feathers and
Mum's Army and Shirley in My British Buddy. They seem to be the same
person though. Her character is a cinema usherette and Walker's
girlfriend. Wendy would obviously become best known for her roles in
Are You Being Served? and EastEnders. 

(481) Captain Mainwaring
is part of a great tradition in British sitcoms in that he holds a
position he is probably not always ideally suited for. The same can be
said of Basil Fawlty. Though, to be fair, Mainwaring is probably a much
better Home Guard captain than Basil Fawlty is a hotel owner!

(482)
The British were short of military grade binoculars when they entered
the war so they used secret agents to procure German made ones through
Swiss businesses. This means that Captain Mainwaring's binoculars might
be German - which he wouldn't like at all!

(483) David Croft
said that You Rang, M’Lord was his favourite out of the shows he worked
on. He believed that was the best series he made. You Rang, M’Lord was
a sort of comic riff on Upstairs, Downstairs. 

(484) The Second
World War lasted for a total of 2,174 days. Some historians might argue
that the Second World War really began in 1931 with the Japanese
invasion of Manchuria.

(485) The Armoured Might of Lance
Corporal Jones, the first episode in the third series, is the first
episode in which the Vicar Reverend Timothy Farthing appears.

(486)
Arthur Lowe suffered from narcolepsy in the later stages of his career.
This is a neurological disorder which can make people fall asleep at
any moment. Ian Lavender said that Arthur once fell asleep in a bowl of
soup after a performance of the Dad's Army stage show. 

(487)
Jimmy Perry said the character of Hodges came about from his own
experience of air raid wardens in the war. Jimmy said the ones he
encountered were a bit 'jumped up' and made the most of the authority
they had been given. 

(488) Mainwaring calls Hitler a 'tinpot'
dictator in The Deadly Attachment and says he resembles Charlie
Chaplin. Chaplin spoofed Hitler in his 1940 film The Great Dictator. 

(489)
A comic strip version of the series was produced in 1973. The cartoon
Dad's Army book was written by R.A.G Clarke and drawn by Bill Titcombe.

(490)
Lord Haw Haw called the Home Guard 'cut-throats' in Nazi broadcasts.
German radio stations would broadcast propaganda aimed at a British and
Allied audience during the war. These were English language broadcasts
that presented a pro-Nazi take on the war. The presenter of the English
language broadcasts became known as Lord Haw Haw (Jonah Barrington of
the Daily Express came up with this phrase) in Britain. More than one
person took the role of 'Lord Haw Haw' but the best known was William
Joyce. Joyce was born in America and raised in Ireland. He was a member
of the British Union of Fascists and fled to Germany to avoid being
interned by the British government during the war. Joyce was happy to
be a useful idiot for the Nazis and goaded Britain through German
propaganda broadcasts. 

At the end of the war, Joyce was
captured by the British Army in Germany and put on trial. When he was
sentenced to death for treason, he appealed on the grounds that he was
American born and not a subject of the crown. His appeal was rejected
because Joyce had a British passport and had voted in British
elections. William Joyce was executed by hanging in 1946 at Wandsworth
Prison in London. 

(491) The 2016 Dad's Army film seems to suggest that Jones has made up all of his war stories. 

(492)
When it was first formed the Home Guard (or LDV as it was) just had
armbands. It soon became a more professional organisation with army
uniforms. 

(493) Bill Pertwee was in two Carry On films - Carry
On Loving (1970) and Carry On Girls (1973). Bill was in Carry on at
Your Convenience too but his scenes got cut from that film. 

(494) You can buy Dad's Army bobblehead figures online.

(495)
Although he is bumbling, pompous, and often incompetent, Captain
Mainwaring's bravery and sense of duty is not in doubt. If the Nazis
really did turn up in Walmington-on-Sea we have little doubt that
Mainwaring would fight them - even at the cost of his life. This is
confirmed in the episode The Battle of Godfrey's Cottage. In that
episode Mainwaring's platoon believes the Germans have invaded and must
hold the line until the army arrives. Captain Mainwaring comments that
it will mean the 'end of us' but declares they are ready for this
sacrifice. 

(496) BFI (the British Film Institute) wrote of
Dad's Army - 'Dad's Army never mocks its characters but instead
suggests that extreme situations can turn the most unlikely person into
the hero of the hour. Drawn heavily from their own wartime memories,
Perry and Croft crafted a comedy that never denigrated its characters'
patriotism or bravery while still managing to laugh at the results of
their often haphazard achievements.' 

(497) The real Home Guard were taught how to make various types of petrol bombs. 

(498)
Bressingham Steam & Gardens is a steam museum in Bressingham in
Norfolk. It has a number of vehicles used in Dad's Army in the museum
today in a special collection.

(499) There were apparently vague
thoughts about recasting Walker after the death of James Beck but in
the end they sensibly decided this wouldn't be a great idea. 

(500) Arthur Lowe cashed in on his Dad's Army fame by making a large number of television commercials in the late 1970s. 

(501) In some articles and books about Dad's Army Frazer's name is spelt Fraser. Frazer is the correct spelling.

(502)
In a statement to parliament in 1940, Sir Edward Grigg (Joint
Under-Secretary of State for War) said - 'The Prime Minister has said
that the Home Guard are as much a part of the Army as the Grenadier
Guards. That statement was no mere compliment; it was a declaration in
terms which no one can mistake of the military status and value of the
Force. The Home Guard exists for home defence in the most literal
sense. Its members have joined up in order to give to the defence of
their own localities all the time which they can spare, by hard living,
from their normal work. Its military rôle is, in fact, to reinforce the
defences of the country by providing local garrisons for
communications, vulnerable places and key-points, as also by giving
timely notice of enemy movement to the commanders of mobile troops.' 

(503)
We see characters drinking coffee in Dad's Army on occasion. Coffee was
never rationed in Britain during the war because it wasn't a very
popular drink at the time and so there was plenty to go around. Coffee
seemed to become more trendy in Britain in the 1950s when the coffee
bars abounded. 

(504) John Le Mesurier said he had no
preference between drama and comedy and was happy to do either so long
as it was well written. 

(505) Some lyrics had to be cut from
the Dad's Army title song because otherwise the titles would have been
too long. The cut lyrics were - "So watch out Mr Hitler, you have met
your match in us/If you think you can crush us, we're afraid you've
missed the bus!"

(506) Parachute silk was much prized in Britain
during the war because it could be used for making lingerie and
underwear. We see Walker take advantage of this fact in Dad's Army.

(507) Private Sponge has a minor non-speaking role in the 2016 Dad's Army film. The character was played by Alex Leam.

(508)
Ian Lavender said he was a bit irritated when a newspaper once said
Pike's scarf was inspired by Doctor Who. Ian pointed out that he wore
that scarf on television long before Tom Baker became Doctor Who!

(509) ARP stands for Air Raid Precautions.

(510)
In the Dad's Army radio series, the scene is set at the start of each
episode by John Snagge. John Snagge was a famous newsreader and
commentator. He died in 1996 at the age of 91. 

(511) Dad's
Army never seems to go beyond 1942 in its timeline. It would obviously
be counter-intuitive to do a show about the Home Guard set at a time in
the war when there was no chance of invasion - although, oddly, this is
exactly what the 2016 film decided to do. 

(512) The BBC reported in 2014 that Dad's Army repeats on BBC2 still drew viewing figures of two million. 

(513) Pamela Cundell, who played Mrs Fox, said she was always delighted when children told her they loved Dad's Army. 

(514)
Victoria Wood was a huge Dad's Army fan and once hosted a Dad's Army
documentary. She said it inspired her sitcom Dinnerladies in the way it
juggled a large cast of characters. 

(515) In the episode
Getting the Bird it is revealed that Wilson has an estranged daughter
from a failed marriage who is now a Wren. Wilson hasn't seen much of
his daughter but he made sure she went to a good school and is trying
to patch things up. It causes trouble with Mrs Pike though because she
didn't know anything about this daughter. Wilson's daughter was played
by Serretta Wilson. Serretta Wilson has been in many things -
everything from Space: 1999 to The Bill.

(516) Hodges is called Bert in the radio sequel It Sticks Out Half a Mile. His name was William in Dad's Army. 

(517) Mollie Sugden played Mrs Fox in the Dad's Army radio series. 

(518)
Pamela Cundell said she had no idea why she wasn't asked to reprise her
role as Mrs Fox in the radio series. Pamela wasn't a big fan of the way
Mollie Sugden played Mrs Fox on radio. 

(519) Private Godfrey
doesn't like heights. He once had to turn down a promotion because it
would have meant working on the fifth floor of a building. 

(520)
The Novelty Rock Emporium is earmarked as the Walmington Home Guard
command post if the Germans invade. It used to sell rock candy and
humbugs but is closed while the war is still going. 

(521)
George Roubicek, who played a German radio operator in the 1971 Dad's
Army film, later had a small role as an imperial commander in the first
Star Wars film. 

(522) The second highest rated episode of
Dad's Army on IMDB is a dead heat between Branded and Never too Old -
which both (at the time of writing) have a rating of 8.7 out of ten. 

(523)
In the episode The Deadly Attachment, the platoon have to fetch fish
& chips for the U-boat crew. Potatoes were not rationed in Britain
during the war. Chip shops were still open but only at weekends. 

(524)
Arthur Lowe taped a message for the British armed forces fighting in
the Falklands War in 1982. He adopted his Mainwaring persona for the
message. 

(525) Round and Round Went the Great Big Wheel, as a
title, is a reference to an old drinking song which has variations in
lyrics - all of which are rather bawdy.

(526) In the Doctor Who
episode Twice Upon a Time, Peter Capaldi's Doctor mocks the First
Doctor (played by David Bradley) by referring to him as 'Corporal
Jones'. 

(527) Ian Lavender said in a Radio Times interview that none of the cast liked the 1971 Dad's Army film. 

(528)
Miss King (at the bank) features briefly in the 1971 Dad's Army film.
She is played by Harriet Rhys rather than Caroline Dowdeswell. This was
the second and last acting credit for Harriet Rhys so she obviously
must have given up acting after this film. 

(529) Private Frazer doesn't like the term 'undertaker'. He prefers the term Funeral Director. 

(530) Captain Mainwaring has a distrust of foreign countries - even the ones who are allies of Britain!

(531)
There was an attempt to revive the Home Guard in 1952 due to the Cold
War and fears of a Soviet invasion of Western Europe. However, the new
Home Guard struggled to recruit members and was scrapped in 1957 as it
was deemed too expensive by the government. The problem with the Home
Guard in the 1950s is that no really believed Soviet paratroopers were
going to suddenly start landing in British villages and towns. People
were more worried about the threat of the atom bomb. 

(532)
Jimmy Perry said there were no special technical advisors on Dad's Army
because the people making the show lived through World War 2 and the
1940s themselves. They did conduct some research on the Home Guard
though. 

(533) The tentative romance and farewell between Mainwaring and Mrs Gray in Mum's Army riffs on the film Brief Encounter. 

(534)
In a 2014 article in the film magazine Empire, the publication said who
they would cast in the (then) forthcoming new Dad's Army film. Their
suggestions were Sylvester McCoy as Jones, David Bradley as Frazer,
Martin Freeman as Walker, Jim Broadbent as Godfrey, and Tom Wilkinson
as Hodges. The only one of their suggestions who ended up in the film
was Blake Harrison as Pike. Empire had no suggestions for Mainwaring or
Wilson because Toby Jones and Bill Nighy had already been cast. 

(535) Lance Corporal Jones began his military career as a drummer boy. 

(536) Captain Square was initially billed (somewhat confusingly) as Corporal-Colonel Square. 

(537) David Croft sitcoms would always end with a 'You Have Been Watching' closing titles which featured the cast. 

(538)
The Home Guard in London had some boat units to patrol the Thames.
Mainwaring decides that his platoon will stage river patrols in the
episode Sons of the Sea. 

(539) Captain Mainwaring's wife
Elizabeth is fond of silent films. Mainwaring says that Elizabeth was
mortified the first time she heard someone actually speak in a film!

(540) A career in the Royal Navy was out of the question for Pike because he suffers from seasickness. 

(541)
Pearl Hackney played Mrs Pike in the Dad's Army radio show. Pearl
Hackney was in many things on television (everything from Minder to All
Creatures Great and Small) and also appeared in films like Schizo and
Yanks. 

(542) The episode Keep Young and Beautiful touches on
the fact that the wartime government did take steps to reduce the
average age of the Home Guard. In this episode the platoon gets wind of
the fact that the older members might be sent to air raid duties -
which they assuredly don't want. So they resort to hair dye and various
methods to make themselves look younger. Captain Mainwaring is not
immune from this paranoia and dons a wig. Hodges on the other hand dyes
his hair white to ensure that he won't be drafted into the Home Guard!

(543)
The day before James Beck fell ill he had recorded two episodes of the
Dad's Army radio series. This would sadly be the last time his
colleagues saw him. 

(544) In an appearance on the chat show
Wogan, Bill Pertwee said that David Croft once gave Arthur Lowe six
copies of a Dad's Army script in the hope that Arthur might actually
read one of them!

(545) Frank Williams, who played the vicar in
Dad's Army, was religious in real life too. He was lay member of the
General Synod of the Church of England. After his passing in 2022, it
was revealed that in his will Frank had arranged to give some money to
three churches in London.

(546) Private Walker wears very dapper suits when he isn't in uniform. Spivs were known for being flashy dressers. 

(547)
Empire magazine gave the 2016 Dad's Army film two out of five stars and
described it as 'karaoke filmmaking' which traded on nostalgia. 

(548)
Although the colours of Pike's scarf represent Aston Villa they could
also represent West Ham or Burnley. Ian Lavender said this never
occurred to him at the time!

(549) Blake Harrison modified
Private Pike's Aston Villa tribute scarf in the 2016 Dad's Army film by
having more yellow in there. The explanation for this is that Blake is
a Millwall fan and he didn't want anyone to think he might be wearing a
West Ham scarf!

(550) The British authorities knew they were
safe from invasion when Hitler invaded the Soviet Union and then (after
early success) got bogged down into a costly war of attrition that
Germany simply didn't have the manpower or resources to win. After the
invasion of the Soviet Union, Nazi Germany never had less than 60% of
its entire army on the Eastern Front. The decision to invade the Soviet
Union is regarded by many historians to be the biggest mistake Hitler
made during the war. 

(551) Mrs Fox got her character name because they came up with a woman who always wears fox fur. 

(552)
Although he was famous for not always knowing his lines on Dad's Army,
there was a method to Arthur Lowe's madness. Arthur said he learned in
the theatre that if you simply say the lines rather than memorise them
to a preposterous degree this makes the delivery more natural. 

(553) Among the Yorkshire locations used for the 2016 Dad's Army film were East Riding Theatre, Danes Dyke, and Sewerby Hall.

(554) Pamela Cundell was in four episodes of the kids sitcom Grandad with Clive Dunn. It was a little Dad's Army reunion!

(555)
Sergeant Wilson and Mrs Pike both arrived in Walmington at the same
time and both of them were previously in Weston-super-Mare. This is
clearly no idle coincidence although neither like talking about the
exact nature of their relationship. 

(556) Frank Williams said
he didn't think Timothy Farthing was a great advert for the church
because he was quite a 'tetchy' and irritable sort of man. 

(557)
In the episode Mum's Army, Mainwaring says his wife hasn't left the
house since Munich. This is a reference to the Munich Agreement in
1938.  

(558) David Croft used to keep his hand-typed
original Dad's Army scripts (with hand-written annotations) in his
office at the BBC television centre. When he found out his office floor
was due for renovation and his scripts were going to be dumped in a
skip he drove to television centre late at night on a secret stealth
mission to rescue his scripts and take them home.

(559) The
Battle of Britain began on July the 10th 1940. Nazi Germany could only
invade Great Britain by sea and land if they first had control of the
skies. This task fell to the Luftwaffe but they never managed to
achieve this thanks to the dogged resistance put up by the pilots of
the Royal Air Force.
(560) Arthur Lowe said that Dad's Army ended because the cast had become too old to be 'climbing over fences' anymore. 

(561) The best place to get a cup of tea and a cake in Walmington-on-Sea is the Marigold Tea Rooms.

(562)
By the time of the second series of Dad's Army, Arthur Lowe on was on
£420 an episode. According to an online inflation calculator that would
be between £6,000 to £8000 an episode in today's money. 

(563) Arnold Ridley had a close shave in 1944 when his house was hit by a German bomb. 

(564) Private Pike suffers from vertigo.

(565)
Jam roly-poly is mentioned in the 2016 Dad's Army film. Jam roly-poly
is a vintage British pudding made with suet and jam. It is similar to a
Swiss roll in appearance. 

(566) Ian Lavender said he was unhappy that Janet Davies didn't get to play Pike's mum in the Dad's Army film. 

(567) The title of the episode Ring Dem Bells is a reference to a 1930 Cole Porter song. 

(568)
Frank Williams said that when he first heard in 2014 that there were
plans to make a new Dad's Army film he thought it was a bad idea.
However, he changed his mind in the end and obviously appeared in the
film too. 

(569) The YouGov survey site has Dad's Army ranked the 32nd most popular television show of all time from its polling. 

(570) Arnold Ridley was a familiar voice (if not face) prior to Dad's Army because he was in The Archers on radio in the 1960s. 
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