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In "Wild Life in a Southern County," Richard Jefferies intricately weaves a tapestry of the English countryside, illuminating the flora and fauna that inhabit it. Written in the late 19th century, this work reflects the naturalistic observations characteristic of the Victorian era, revealing not only the beauty of nature but also its inherent struggles. Jefferies' lyrical prose is both descriptive and reflective, inviting readers to immerse themselves in the rhythms of rural life, making it a seminal text for those interested in natural history and ecological consciousness. Richard Jefferies, a self-educated naturalist and author from Wiltshire, England, draws deeply from his own experiences as a child raised in the countryside. His keen observations of wildlife and deep empathy for nature stem from a life intertwined with the landscapes he described. Jefferies' passion for the natural world shines through in this work, which is also layered with existential reflections, revealing his recognition of humanity's place within the larger ecosystem. "Wild Life in a Southern County" is highly recommended for readers seeking a profound connection to nature and a deeper understanding of rural England during the Victorian era. With its rich observational detail and lyrical elegance, this book stands as a timeless testament to the beauty and complexity of the natural world, sure to resonate with ecologists, historians, and lovers of literature alike.
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In "The Open Air," Richard Jefferies presents a profound exploration of nature intertwined with the human experience, capturing the essence of the English countryside in meticulously crafted prose. The book, written in the late 19th century, transcends mere observation, inviting readers into a meditative dialogue with the natural world. Jefferies' lyrical style is rich with vivid imagery and poignant reflections, evoking a sense of wonder and prompting a deep appreciation for the tranquility and beauty found in the great outdoors, positioning it as a pivotal work in the genre of nature writing that emerged during the Victorian era. Richard Jefferies, a notable naturalist and social commentator, faced personal struggles with health and societal constraints that galvanized his fascination with the raw beauty of life outside urban confines. His own experiences in the pastoral landscapes of rural England fostered a deep yearning for simplicity and introspection, driving him to articulate the significance of nature and its influence on the human spirit in his writings. This search for meaning amid the complexities of modernity informed much of his work, making his insights both timely and timeless. I highly recommend "The Open Air" to readers seeking solace and inspiration in the chaotic tapestry of contemporary existence. Jefferies' eloquent prose resonates with anyone yearning for a reconnection with nature, offering valuable lessons on mindfulness and the appreciation of the world around us. This text is essential for enthusiasts of environmental literature and those interested in the interplay between humanity and nature.
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In "The Hills and the Vale," Richard Jefferies exquisitely captures the essence of rural life and the natural world, presenting a rich tapestry of pastoral landscapes and personal reflections. Jefferies' prose is characterized by its vivid imagery and lyrical quality, inviting readers to immerse themselves in the tranquil beauty of the English countryside. The book, written during the Victorian era, articulates a longing for the simplicity and harmony of nature, while also engaging with the rapid industrialization of that time. Jefferies' philosophical musings reveal a profound understanding of humanity's connection to the land, making this work an essential piece in the context of nature writing and ecological awareness. As a notable figure in the field of nature literature, Richard Jefferies was deeply influenced by his upbringing in rural Wiltshire and his keen observations of the natural world. His work often reflects a struggle between the encroaching modern age and the peacefulness of the countryside, stemming from Jefferies' own experiences with ill health and a yearning for solace amidst life's chaos. His writings bear the weight of nostalgia and a sincere appreciation for the fleeting moments of beauty found in nature. I wholeheartedly recommend "The Hills and the Vale" to readers seeking a deeper understanding of the symbiotic relationship between humans and nature. Jefferies'Äô evocative language will resonate with lovers of pastoral literature and those who cherish the restorative power of the countryside. This book serves not only as an exploration of landscapes but also as a meditation on existence, inviting readers to contemplate their own connections to the natural world.
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In "Wood Magic: A Fable," Richard Jefferies weaves a captivating narrative that intertwines natural beauty with profound philosophical insights. Through the eyes of a boy who discovers a mystical world in the woods, Jefferies explores themes of nature, spirituality, and the sublime. The lyrical prose and rich imagery evoke feelings that resonate deeply with readers who share a love for the rural landscape. As a part of the late Victorian literary context, the work exemplifies a conscious departure from industrial concerns, striving to reconnect with the primal forces of existence through fable and allegory. Richard Jefferies, a prominent figure in nature writing and a precursor to the environmental movement, drew inspiration from his own experiences in the English countryside. His keen observations of rural life, as well as the changing relationship between humanity and nature during an era of rapid industrialization, infuse his writing with authenticity and urgency. Jefferies faced personal struggles, including ill health and financial difficulties, which undoubtedly intensified his longing for natural harmony and inspired the magical elements present in this tale. "Wood Magic: A Fable" is highly recommended for readers seeking a profound exploration of nature's role in human life. This timeless narrative serves not only as a literary delight but also as a philosophical invitation to reflect on our own connections with the world around us. Jefferies' enchanting prose and illustrative prowess make this book a cherished addition to any nature lover's library.
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In 'Field and Hedgerow,' Richard Jefferies masterfully weaves a tapestry of rural life in Victorian England through a lyrical exploration of nature. This collection of essays captivates readers with its vivid descriptions and profound insights into the English countryside. Jefferies employs a reflective and observational literary style, merging Romantic ideals with burgeoning environmental awareness. The text resonates with the pastoral tradition, artfully blending personal reflection and natural history, inviting readers to perceive the beauty and intricacies of the flora and fauna that populate his world. Richard Jefferies (1848-1887) was a prominent English writer and naturalist whose deep connection to the countryside profoundly shaped his literary work. Growing up in a rural setting, Jefferies's experiences as a farmer's son informed his passion for nature and preservation, compelling him to explore themes of rural existence against the backdrop of industrialization and urban change. His early work reflects a genuine admiration for the countryside, and 'Field and Hedgerow' serves as a culmination of his thoughts on the significance of nature. For readers yearning for a richly textured account of the rural landscape, 'Field and Hedgerow' offers a poignant meditation on nature's rhythms and its place within human life. This book is essential for anyone seeking to deepen their understanding of the complexities of the English countryside and the disconnect between humanity and nature'Äîan issue still relevant today.
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There is an old story which in respect of a modern application may bear re-telling. Once upon a time in a lonely 'coombe-bottom' of the Downs, where there was neither church, chapel, nor public building of any kind, there lived a cottage-girl who had never seen anything of civilisation. A friend, however, having gone out to service in a market-town some few miles distant, she one day walked in to see her, and was shown the wonders of the place, the railway, the post-office, the hotels, and so forth. In the evening the friend accompanied her a short way on the return journey, and as they went out of the town, they passed the church. Looking suddenly up at the tower, the visitor exclaimed, 'Lard-a-mussy! you've got another moon here. Yourn have got figures all round un!' In her excitement, and prepared to see marvels, she had mistaken the large dial of the church clock for a moon of a different kind to the one which shone upon her native home. This old tale, familiar to country folk as an illustration of simplicity, has to-day a wider meaning. Until recent years the population dwelling in villages and hamlets, and even in little rural towns, saw indeed the sun by day and the moon by night, and learned the traditions and customs of their forefathers, such as had been handed down for generations. But now a new illumination has fallen upon these far-away places. The cottager is no longer ignorant, and his child is well grounded in rudimentary education, reads and writes with facility, and is not without knowledge of the higher sort. Thus there is now another moon with the figures of education all round it. In this book some notes have been made of the former state of things before it passes away entirely. But I would not have it therefore thought that I wish it to continue or return. My sympathies and hopes are with the light of the future, only I should like it to come from nature. The clock should be read by the sunshine, not the sun timed by the clock. The latter is indeed impossible, for though all the clocks in the world should declare the hour of dawn to be midnight, the sun will presently rise just the same.

Richard Jefferies.





ROUND ABOUT A GREAT ESTATE.

CHAPTER I.


Table of Contents



OKEBOURNE CHACE.FELLING TREES.

The great house at Okebourne Chace stands in the midst of the park, and from the southern windows no dwellings are visible. Near at hand the trees appear isolated, but further away insensibly gather together, and above them rises the distant Down crowned with four tumuli. Among several private paths which traverse the park there is one that, passing through a belt of ash wood, enters the meadows. Sometimes following the hedges and sometimes crossing the angles, this path finally ends, after about a mile, in the garden surrounding a large thatched farmhouse. In the maps of the parish it has probably another name, but from being so long inhabited by the Lucketts it is always spoken of as Lucketts' Place.

The house itself and ninety acres of grass land have been their freehold for many generations; in fact, although there is no actual deed of entail, the property is as strictly preserved in the family and descends from heir to heir as regularly as the great estate and mansion adjacent. Old Hilary Luckett—though familiarly called 'old,' he is physically in the prime of life—is probably about the most independent man in the county. Yet he is on terms of more than goodwill with the great house, and rents one of the largest farms on the estate, somewhere between six and seven hundred acres. He has the right of shooting, and in the course of years privilege after privilege has been granted, till Hilary is now as free of the warren as the owner of the charter himself. If you should be visiting Okebourne Chace, and any question should arise whether of horses, dog, or gun, you are sure to be referred to Hilary. Hilary knows all about it: he is the authority thereabout on all matters concerning game. Is it proposed to plant fresh covers? Hilary's opinion is asked. Is it proposed to thin out some of the older trees; what does Hilary say?

It is a fact that people really believe no part of a partridge is ever taken away after being set before him. Neither bones nor sinews remain: so fond is he of the brown bird. Having eaten the breast, and the juicy leg and the delicate wing, he next proceeds to suck the bones; for game to be thoroughly enjoyed should be eaten like a mince-pie, in the fingers. There is always one bone with a sweeter flavour than the rest, just at the joint or fracture: it varies in every bird according to the chance of the cooking, but, having discovered it, put it aside for further and more strict attention. Presently he begins to grind up the bones in his strong teeth, commencing with the smallest. His teeth are not now so powerful as when in younger days he used to lift a sack of wheat with them, or the full milking-bucket up to the level of the copper in the dairy. Still they gradually reduce the slender skeleton. The feat is not so difficult if the bird has been well hung.

He has the right to shoot, and need take no precautions. But, in fact, a farmer, whether he has liberty or not, can usually amuse himself occasionally in that way. If his labourer sees him quietly slipping up beside the hedge with his double-barrel towards the copse in the corner where a pheasant has been heard several times lately, the labourer watches him with delight, and says nothing. Should anyone in authority ask where that gun went off, the labourer 'thenks it wur th' birdkippur up in th' Dree Vurlong, you.' Presently the pheasant hangs in the farmer's cellar, his long tail sweeping the top of the XXX cask; and the 'servant-wench,' who is in and out all day, also says nothing. Nor can anything exceed the care with which she disposes of the feathers when she picks the bird. There is a thorough sympathy between master and man so far. Hilary himself, with all that great estate to sport over, cannot at times refrain from stepping across the boundary. His landlord once, it is whispered, was out with Hilary shooting, and they became so absent-minded while discussing some interesting subject as to wander several fields beyond the property before they discovered their mistake.

At Lucketts' Place the favourite partridge always comes up for supper: a pleasant meal that nowadays can rarely be had out of a farmhouse. Then the bright light from the burning log outshines the lamp, and glances rosy on the silver tankard standing under a glass shade on a bracket against the wall. Hilary's father won it near half a century since in some heats that were run on the Downs on the old racecourse, before it was ploughed up. For the wicked turnip is responsible for the destruction of old England; far more so than the steam-engine.

Waste lands all glorious with golden blossoming furze, with purple foxglove, or curious orchis hiding in stray corners; wild moor-like lands, beautiful with heaths and honey-bottle; grand stretches of sloping downs where the hares hid in the grass, and where all the horses in the kingdom might gallop at their will; these have been overthrown with the plough because of the turnip. As the root crops came in, the rage began for thinning the hedges and grubbing the double mounds and killing the young timber, besides putting in the drains and driving away the wild-ducks. The wicked turnip put diamonds on the fingers of the farmer's wife, and presently raised his rent. But now some of the land is getting 'turnip-sick,' the roots come stringy and small and useless, so that many let it 'vall down.'
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