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INTRODUCTION


Why Richard III’s Books?




As in all our dealings with the Middle Ages – or, for that matter, with any period remote from our own – we find that the most important question to ask is not, straightaway, ‘What is this worth to me?’ but ‘What was this worth to them?’.1





In exploring in detail the surviving books which can be associated with Richard III – a man remarkable among his English peers for his habit of signing his books and thereby recording his ownership for us – we wished to discover not only the circumstances of his ownership but also the meaning of the texts themselves in his time, and to attempt to know their owner and understand his contemporaries, who also read these texts, a little better.


As Richard acquired his books gradually, at various stages of his life, and appears to have acquired them consciously, the events of his life must form part of our analysis. The changes in his signature when related to the evidence from datable documents allow us to make conjectures, or occasionally to be certain, about when he obtained various books. Similarly his use and awareness of some of the works can be illustrated by events in his life and his other known interests, and tell us why he had them – this is particularly true for his religious and chivalric texts. The books were part of his life and our knowledge both of his books and of his life benefit from an inter-related study. Too often little or nothing is known about an owner of a surviving medieval text or the precise context in which it was used, but Richard is in this case a happy exception.


As his books are among the few personal possessions that survive for Richard they also demand to be briefly described as objects; some of them are intact and in their original bindings; some, though not many, are decorated, and the quality of their illumination and general workmanship may inform us about Richard’s likes and dislikes and how his taste compared to that of other book owners. Some of the texts are still very well known and have been endlessly studied, such as the two Canterbury Tales which Richard had. There is no need to explore these in the same detail as the lesser known texts – such as the rare Prophecy of the Eagle or the Life of St Katherine – but in each instance an attempt at least must be made to find out what Richard and his contemporaries themselves thought of these texts in their time, and how the works that he chose to own relate to others in the same genre.


It is a curious coincidence that a king about whom so much has already been written for other reasons also turns out to be interesting for research into the social and cultural history of his time, but it is undeniable that there are some remarkable aspects of Richard’s book ownership. For no medieval English prince do we have so many books which were signed by the owner’s hand, or clearly marked as his, and which can also be assumed to have held their owner’s personal interest. It is well known that Humphrey of Gloucester’s ‘library’ earlier in the century was immense and incomparable, but it is difficult to find evidence that he was genuinely interested in the contents of the books. More importantly, it is impossible to use Humphrey’s collection as an indication of what other people of his age and class liked to read, while comparison with the more fragmentary and scattered but, when taken together, ample remains of other ‘libraries’ of Richard’s milieu shows that his was an ‘average’ one, in the sense that his taste was very similar to that of other noble men in the 1470s and ’80s; there is much overlap between the single or few surviving items of lesser known collections and Richard’s more numerous and better documented manuscripts. It is also fortunate that Richard’s surviving titles offer a good, working cross-section of what was available and popular at the time in almost every genre except ‘professional’ books – medical, legal and theological texts – and allow the student and the reader an interesting overview of fifteenth-century attitudes to lay piety, chivalry, history, books of advice or ‘mirrors’ for princes, ancestry and noble lineage, prophetic material, and romances. Studying Richard’s books is to take a crash-course in the literature of his time.


Comparison with the collections of continental princes reveals that there was great similarity between, for example, English and Burgundian courtiers in their areas of interest, though the scale and magnificence of their book ownership differed considerably. There is neither positive nor negative evidence that Richard ever collected any of the illuminated Flemish manuscripts which made the library of his brother, Edward IV, so famous, and it is likely that if he had any such volumes, decorated with his arms, they were coveted by his successors and their marks of ownership have obliterated his. Some splendid manuscripts of the period survive that contain the royal arms but no indication of which king of England commissioned or owned them.


It is a strange fact, no doubt due to the quirks of survival but nonetheless fascinating, that many of Richard’s extant manuscripts represent the unique or one of the very few known copies of a number of texts. He owned one of the two surviving copies of the English translation of Mechtild of Hackeborn’s Liber Specialis Gratiae, the only extant copy of the prose Ipomedon, the only manuscript of Geoffrey of Monmouth’s Historia regum Britanniae known to have belonged to a medieval king of England, one of the two surviving texts of the verse paraphrase of the Old Testament, one of the two surviving texts of the Prophecy of the Eagle with this particular Commentary; and even his ownership of romances makes him disproportionately important in any analysis of owners of romances in English in the fifteenth century.


Finally, we know that Richard and the decision-making members of his only parliament were sufficiently enlightened, at a time when the printed book was beginning to gain a share of the market and when manuscript books were still produced in great numbers, not to allow insular and chauvinist mercantile measures against alien artisans and traders to interfere with the import into England of any kind of book or with the work of any book artisan. Many aspects, therefore, of Richard III’s books deserve our curiosity and the man himself is merely one facet.


 


1 Stevens, Medieval Romance, pp. 29–30. Professor Stevens continues that: ‘systems of thought … styles in literature … are not invented for their own sake … They come into being because they are needed … primarily for explanation … to impose meanings on life’.




ONE


A Chronology of Richard III’s Life and Library




Whoever … claims to be zealous of truth, of happiness, of wisdom, or knowledge, aye, even of the faith, must needs become a lover of books.





Richard of Bury, Bishop of Durham 1281–1345, wrote this sentiment in his Philobiblon (The Love of Books) and believed it sincerely. His work was still well known among scholars in the fifteenth century, particularly in Germany and England, and printed for the first time in Cologne in 1473. It is possible that Richard III had heard of it: it was after all written by an Englishman and appreciated throughout the Latin-speaking world. In Richard’s own time the text was owned by many religious houses in England; the Bridgettine house of Syon, for example, often visited by the royal family, had as many as three copies.1


Any book lover who reads Richard of Bury’s views inevitably agrees with most of what he says, even if he lacks the bishop’s collector’s obsession; and in the fifteenth century his sentiments were accepted without question. The educated and cultivated aristocrat of Richard III’s day knew that a collection of books was a necessity, an indication of his social status as well as an ever ready source of advice, entertainment, consolation and instruction.


Richard III was born into a family and social class that owned books. He himself had thirteen volumes which survive, containing eighteen separate texts; four other texts which he owned do not survive. This study seeks to bring together all we know about Richard’s books and to put them into the context of the books owned by his immediate family – parents, siblings, their spouses and their children. It also takes into consideration the book trade that supplied them and the contemporary libraries of Richard’s peers in England and abroad, in particular those of the dukes of Burgundy and some members of his court. By using this background, and by comparison and analogy a fairly complete and trustworthy picture emerges.


Richard’s surviving books provide us with a self-selected sample whereby we can assess him, and more important, learn more about the opinions on many subjects available to a man of his background. His books hold the knowledge, the points of view and the accepted ways of thought; they were on his shelves and could be looked at by him at any time. Whether he accepted their stories and opinions, whether he even read them, can be debated, but in some cases it can be assumed that he did. With all possible caveats allowed, these books show some of the prejudices, misinformation, enthusiasms and hopes available to the curious reader of Richard III’s day. Some of his books were ancient and revered texts, others as recent as William Worcester’s exhortations to Edward IV to renew the war with France, others again were hot off Caxton’s press.


Richard’s surviving books included three texts that were straightforwardly religious: his book of hours, his New Testament translation and the Book of Special Grace by Mechtild of Hackeborn. With these should probably be included his verse paraphrase of several Old Testament stories, though this may have been regarded as narrative entertainment, teaching holy writ to a child. When he was king the Italian humanist Pietro Carmeliano presented to him a Latin verse Life of St Katherine, patron of scholars. He owned four romances, stories of entertainment in prose or verse: Palamon and Arcite (The Knight’s Tale) and Patient Griselda (The Clerk’s Tale) by Geoffrey Chaucer, a prose Ipomedon – the career and adventures of a perfect knight – and the beginning of the story of Tristan and Isolde. Lydgate’s Siege of Thebes could also be classified as a romance, but Richard may well have considered it history. His straightforward history books were Guido delle Colonne’s Historia destructionis Troiae, Geoffrey of Monmouth’s Historia regum Britanniae, the Grandes chroniques de France and the Anonymous or Fitzhugh Chronicle of England; between them these covered large swathes of world history from the siege of Troy to nearly 1400. Advice on the conduct of princes, knights and soldiers, as well as practical military advice, was represented by Giles of Rome’s De regimine principum, Caxton’s translation of Ramon Lull’s Order of Chivalry, Vegetius’ De re militari in English, William Worcester’s Boke of Noblesse, and the Letters of Phalaris. Further useful advice for a soldier was contained in his two rolls of arms, but these could also be seen as texts about ancestry and the descent of princes, comparable to the kingly histories of the Historia regum Britanniae. One short text was an oddity by twentieth-century standards, the Prophecy of the Eagle with a commentary, one of the texts that helped to prove the right to rule of the House of York. The subject coverage of Richard’s books is varied and well balanced for such a small collection. The only subjects obviously lacking are theology, the law, astronomy and alchemy, all subjects that he could have left to professionals.


Richard’s Education, His ‘Tutors’, and His Books before 1470


The future Richard III was the eleventh child of Richard, Duke of York, and Cecily, daughter of Ralph Neville, Earl of Westmorland; he was one of four sons who survived infancy. His father was killed at the battle of Wakefield, 30 December 1460, when Richard was eight years old, a moment of such crisis in the family’s fortunes that Richard and his nearest elder brother, George, were sent into safety and exile at the court of the Duke of Burgundy, Philip the Good. Four months later they were recalled to take part in the coronation of their elder brother as Edward IV, and shortly after Richard was created duke of Gloucester.


A partial picture of Richard’s childhood can be gleaned from his books and those of his son. Most people acquire their first book as a child: the first books of members of the best-documented family of book-owners in the fifteenth century, the dukes of Savoy, are known to have been acquired early, for the schoolroom or by gift. The noble child required educational texts like the Donatus, the fourth-century Latin grammar of which versions were still in use in the fifteenth century, or the basic religious text of a psalter; later came collections of moral stories.2 Gifts and inheritance might expand a collection until the owner began to commission or buy on his or her own account.


There are no texts obviously and solely designed for a child among Richard’s books, but if we turn to what we know about the education of his son, Edward of Middleham, we may learn a little about Richard’s ideas on education. The evidence is slight, and there is really only one personal detail but it is of great interest: the presence of Anne Idley as mistress of the nursery of young Edward. She was the widow of Peter Idley, of Drayton, Oxfordshire, a government official and author of a book of moral guidance for his own son. It was a translation in rhyme royal of earlier Latin and English authorities and covered systematically all the moral issues of life, social behaviour, vices and virtues; it taught the child and young man to be restrained in speech and dress, to avoid women and taverns, and to take good advice; it also contained simple religious knowledge, such as the Ten Commandments, the Seven Deadly Sins and the Seven Sacraments.3 Though there is no indication that Anne Idley ever introduced her husband’s book into the Gloucester household, its impeccable contents and the fact that it was popular enough to survive in ten manuscripts, eight from the Yorkist period, make it possible that Edward of Middleham’s early education was aided by Idley’s ‘Instructions to his Son’. Like so many simple fifteenth-century texts the book has been said to make tedious reading, but it is in fact full of small delights:




The most vengeable thing that may be


Of any man, worm, fowl, or beast,


I remember it is the little, small bee


That anon to battle is ready and prest;i [prepared]


For though an armed man come to her nest,


She is not afraid him to assail


And with her little spear proffer him battail.4





Books were given to improve the mind of the growing aristocratic child and to teach him the things relevant to his status and background: the simple, attractive copy of the English translation of Vegetius’ military manual may have been made for Edward of Middleham: the griffin of his earldom of Salisbury is included in the decoration of the first page (see fig. 35). He could have learned his family’s history from the illustrated Rous Roll and Beauchamp Pageant, both made in his father’s reign, as well as from the genealogical rolls that every noble family owned. Richard himself could have learned the ancestry of the House of York from similar texts or from the family tree in verse made by Osbern Bokenham of Clare, now called the Clare Roll.5
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Fig. 1 Richard’s signature on a document nominating Charles, Duke of Burgundy, a knight of the Garter, 13 May 1469. Redrawn by Piet Design from Lille, Archives départementales, série B, 862/16.161.





Among Richard’s own books there are some that may have been suitable for a growing boy and adolescent, but it is difficult to establish whether he actually acquired any of these in his youth. Any conclusions about the date of acquisition of his books must be based on his signature, which varies and is sometimes accompanied by a motto. The books he acquired while king are a clearly defined group and present no problems. Of his other books the one that most readily falls into the category of educational texts is his collection of romances and Old Testament stories, possibly signed by him as an adolescent. The romances included Chaucer’s Knight’s Tale and the story of Ipomedon, the best knight in the world; the Bible selection included Joshua, Job, Judith, Tobit and Maccabees. All were chivalric and/or eminently moral tales, their educational message presented as agreeably as Gower or Caxton advised. Gower in his Confessio Amantis had attempted to strike such a happy mean between education and entertainment:




… men sein, and soth it is,


That who that al of wisdom writ


It dulleth ofte a mannes wit


To him that schal it aldai rede,


For thilke cause, if that ye rede,


I wolde go the middel weie


And wryte a bok betwen the tweie,


Somwhat of lust, somewhat of lore, [pleasure]


That of the lasse or of the more


Som man mai lyke of that I wryte … 6





The same idea was voiced by the author known as Caton, translated by Caxton in 1483. He advised that no one read ‘foule sciences’ which are ‘ful of errour as ben foles questyons and scyences seculers, ne also the fictions of poetrye’, but he also knew very well that it was much easier to learn if the lesson was made palatable and pleasant:




Thou oughest to rede and to receyve and to put in thy memorye that that thou shalt rede, and to take to hit dylectacion and plesure, and that thou forgete hit not lightly, as done many one that rede without takyng of hyt ony plesure, for that that entryth in to one of theyr eerys yssueth out ageyn by theyr other eere.7





The details of Richard’s more serious education are largely unknown. Before his exile in 1460 and before the deaths of his father and his second eldest brother, Edmund, Earl of Rutland, at Wakefield, it is possible that he was destined for the Church as the youngest son. Some of the books he owned actually suggest that he had received the sound grammar education a future cleric needed: the highly abbreviated Latin text of De regimine principum and the large, Latin Fitzhugh Chronicle demanded good Latin of their readers, and Richard was obviously pleased to receive Latin copies of the Historia Troiae and the Historia regum Britanniae. These were books only a man with good Latin and a habit of industrious reading – even a scholarly bent – could appreciate. His ownership of one of the earlier English translations of the New Testament and an unusually extensive book of hours and prayers, originally put together for a clergyman, is equally important. The Italian Pietro Carmeliano did not think it odd to dedicate his Latin Life of St Katherine, the patron saint of scholars, to Richard III; he also presented the text to the learned John Russell, Bishop of Lincoln. Lastly, Richard’s handwriting, when he chose, was conspicuously neater than the scrawls of the rest of his family, a fact that may betray a more scholarly education. If Richard did receive such an education it must have faltered after 1461, when he was sent to live in the household of Richard, Earl of Warwick, where he may have stayed for as long as seven years. Here schooling would have emphasised the knightly and social skills that were indispensable to a young nobleman, but a good grounding in grammar would also have been supplied. Among those who could have encouraged a natural inclination and ability to profit from an intellectual education was the earl of Warwick’s brother, George Neville (died 1476), Archbishop of York, whose enthronement feast Richard attended as a boy in 1465. George Neville was a man ‘of blood, virtue and cunning’,8 chancellor of Oxford University at a very early age, a genuine scholar as well as a valuable member of the Neville clan in their struggle for power and impressive enough to stimulate a young man’s ambition. Some of the learned ecclesiastics Neville patronised continued in Richard III’s service and he may have transmitted to Richard an appreciation of learning in others, for example, of a knowledge of Greek.9


It is possible that some of Richard’s teenage education was spent at an inn of court; the inns were increasingly seen as providing a useful secular education for young men who had no intention of pursuing law as a career.10 Certainly Richard as duke and king showed a good understanding of the law. This may, of course, have been a natural consequence of his daily duties as a prince, but it could have derived from some more direct experience. Wherever else he received instruction there is no doubt Richard completed his schooling at his brother’s court. A summary picture of the education provided by the royal household is given by Sir John Fortescue in his De laudibus legum Angliae (c. 1468–70). He praises it as the ‘supreme academy for the nobles of the realm, and a school of vigour, probity and manners’; its education concentrated on military training and produced men who would be able to protect the realm. Elsewhere he expands on the education of the prince himself: he should know the laws of his country and be thereby stimulated to justice, his knowledge to be ‘in general terms’ only. Similarly he should learn holy scripture, but not ‘profoundly’ like a cleric.11 In other words, princes were for fighting and they were to leave religion and the law to professional men like Fortescue. A more varied and balanced picture of the education provided by ‘the schools of urbanity and nurture of England’ at the king’s court is found in the so-called Black Book, the regulations for the royal household (1478). The ‘henchmen’ (the boys in this school) were presided over by the king’s ‘master of horse and henchmen’ and a grammar master, who were




to learn them to ride cleanly and surely, to draw them also to jousts, to learn them wear their harness; to have all courtesy in words, deeds, and degrees, diligently to keep them in rules of goings and sittings, after they be of honour. Moreover to teach them sundry languages and other learnings virtuous, to harping, to pipe, sing, dance, and other honest and temperate behaving and patience … and each of them to be used to that things of virtue that he shall be most apt to learn, with remembrance daily of God’s service accustomed.12





Something of this same variety and balance is reflected in Richard III’s books: both the Old and the New Testament were part of his collection and he had his book of hours and a few other devotional texts; military matters are well represented by the standard texts of De re militari and the Order of Chivalry, by all the history books which were largely one battle or campaign after another, and by the romances of Palamon and Arcite (Knight’s Tale), Ipomedon and the romance/history of the Siege of Thebes. All this is the stuff that virtuous knights were made of and Richard’s collection as a whole matches the instructions given by the wise French courtier Philippe de Mézières in 1386–89, on princely reading for the future Charles VI, in his Songe du Vieil Pelerin.
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Fig. 2 Richard’s signature with the motto tant le desieree (I have longed for it so much) on a page of the story of Ipomedon, the ‘best knight of the world’. Redrawn by Piet Design from Longleat, MS 257, f. 98v.





First the prince was to read the scriptures and the service books of the Church, carefully not taking too much pleasure in apocryphal works. He was doubtful concerning romances about such characters as Lancelot, which ‘may excite the reader to knightly deeds, but they excite, too, to fleshly love’ – these books were to be read once only. Of the Bible he recommended especially the historical books of Judges, Kings and Maccabees, and Solomon and Wisdom. He recommended Nicholas Oresme’s renderings of Aristotle, De regimine principum of Giles of Rome, the works of Livy, Valerius Maximus, Seneca and Boethius, and certain histories of later kings such as Charlemagne; the fictions concerning Arthur he considered suspect. Augustine’s City of God and his other works were also on the list. Above all, de Mézières concluded, coming back to where he started, the prince should read the Bible, like his father, Charles V, who read it through every year. It was preferable to read in Latin ‘for one moral or historical book in Latin will give you more pleasure that half a dozen in French … If you read them [the Holy Scriptures] in French you will be drinking from a tributary and not from the main stream’.13


Very similar – perhaps even inspired by de Mézières – and very close to Richard’s surviving collection is the ‘booklist’ for the virtuous knight given by the poet Hoccleve in his Remonstrance against Oldcastle (written 1415):




Rede the storie of Lancelot de Lake


Or Vegece, Of the aart of chivalrie,


The Seege of Troie or Thebes. The applie


To thyng that may to th’ordre of knyght longe …


If thee list thyng rede of auctoritee [like]


To thise stories sit it thee to goon, [befits]


To Iudicum, Regum and Iosue,


To Iudith, and to Paralipomenon,


And Machabe … 14


More autentik shalt thow fynde noon


Ne more pertinent to chivalrie.15
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Fig. 3 An author or librarian at work is visited by a nobleman and his dog. Grisaille illustration at the beginning of the romance of Jean d’Avesnes. Flemish, c. 1470. Paris, Bibliothèque de l’Arsenal, MS 5208, f. 1. By permission of the Bibliothèque Nationale.





Books Acquired 1471–85


Richard of Gloucester’s years of formal education ended early. By 1469 he was probably embroiled in the politics that led first to the Earl of Warwick’s desertion of Edward IV for the cause of Lancaster, and then to his invasion of England in September 1470 and Edward’s escape to the lands of his brother-in-law, the Duke of Burgundy. Richard joined him and spent more than four months in Holland and Flanders. Any assessment of whether this second exile affected Richard’s cultural outlook founders on lack of evidence. The commonly repeated assertion that Edward IV became a bibliophile only after he had seen the magnificent library of his host, Louis of Gruuthuse, has no basis in fact when it is critically examined; it would be hazardous to suggest Richard made any cultural discovery in this period that he could not have made outside the territories of the dukes of Burgundy. He did, however, visit his sister Margaret of York, Duchess of Burgundy since 1468, who had become a collector of beautiful manuscripts, and no doubt he also met some of the duke’s influential courtiers, such as Philip of Cleves, Philip of Croy and Anthony of Burgundy, the Grand Bâtard, half-brother to the duke, all of whom patronised authors, illuminators and scribes.


Edward IV regained his throne after a campaign that included the two victories of Barnet and Tewkesbury, with Richard playing an increasingly conspicuous role. In the dozen years that remained of his brother’s reign Richard was given the rule of most of the north of England: he led a series of short campaigns against the Scots in 1480–82, and in 1482–83 his service to his brother was rewarded by what amounted to a palatinate in the western marches of England and Scotland. During this time in the north he put his name in a massive chronicle covering the history of England from the conversion of the Anglo-Saxons to 1199, that became the possession of the Abbey of Jervaulx in Wensleydale not far from his main castle of Middleham. Richard’s participation in the invasion of France in 1475 may have prompted his acquisition of a magnificently (if idiosyncratically) illuminated volume of the Grandes chroniques de France, covering the years 1270–1380, either before the event, in search of advice, or during the campaign, out of curiosity. This he signed about halfway through on folio 134 in a convenient space in the text; his signature, Richard Gloucestre, is mature and is compatible with an acquisition in the 1470s (see also fig. 56). Between 1471 and early 1483 he also put his name, or had it inscribed by others, in three unpretentious reading texts: a New Testament translated into English by Lollard scholars at the end of the previous century; a copy in French of the first sections of what is now called the Prose Tristan, the standard compendium of Tristan stories in their Arthurian setting; and thirdly, Giles of Rome’s De regimine principum, the most famous ‘mirror’ of princes. The New Testament was a plain, working text, made c. 1390, and has the serviceable binding of so many copies produced for early Lollards. The text was unglossed and so free of heresy. Richard may have received an episcopal assurance that the contents were orthodox.16 On the Bible’s first page he put the motto a vous me ly and Gloucestre. The Giles of Rome may have come into Richard’s hands from a northern source, perhaps as a gift from a Percy, as it had probably been made for Henry Percy, 1st Earl of Northumberland, soon after Henry V had regranted him the earldom in 1416. Someone other than Richard seems to have inscribed its first page with the ownership of ‘the prince the Duke of Gloucester’. It may also have been someone else who recorded the duke’s ownership in the Prose Tristan – Iste liber constat Ricardo duci Gloucestre – but the writing is sufficiently like Richard’s to be possibly an early effort by him at a formal ex libris; the phrase does not occur in any of his other manuscripts. The Tristan was acquired no doubt for its stories of chivalry and adventure which would help a young man to pass the time.
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Fig. 4 Richard of Gloucester’s signature in the Anonymous or Fitzhugh Chronicle. Redrawn by Piet Design from Cambridge, Corpus Christi College, MS 96.
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Fig. 5 Richard’s signature in his copy of the Grandes chroniques de France. Redrawn by Piet Design from BL, MS Royal 20 C vii, f. 134.





In 1472 Richard married Anne Neville, daughter of Richard Neville, the ‘Kingmaker’, killed at Barnet, and of Anne Beauchamp, heir of the Beauchamp Earls of Warwick, and Countess of Warwick in her own right. Richard must have known his wife from the time of his adolescent sojourn in her father’s household. There is only one book that contains any evidence that it may have been Anne Neville’s: the Booke of Gostlye Grace by Mechtild of Hackeborn. It bears the names of both Richard Gloucestr’ and Anne Warrewyk. It is possible that she was also the vous of the a vous me ly motto in the New Testament. It remains arguable, however, that the Anne Warwick in the Booke of Gostlye Grace was Anne, Countess of Warwick, Richard’s mother-in-law, in the role of donor rather than co-owner, and not Anne Neville, her daughter. The inscription in the Booke of Gostlye Grace is almost certainly by Richard himself,17 that in the Tristan is probably also by him, and both, like the signature in the Grandes chroniques, tie in with a 1470s date. The ex libris in the New Testament is damaged almost to illegibility and that in De regimine principum is very rubbed, so these texts cannot be forced into a chronological sequence of acquisition.


The influence of Anne Beauchamp on Richard’s education may have been important, but its details are irrecoverable. The same is true of the bookish and cultural interests of his wife, Anne Neville. She can only be allotted a share (at least) in the ownership of the Booke of Gostlye Grace18 and a share in the parental choice of Anne Idley as the governess of the nursery of her son. As duchess of Gloucester she had every opportunity to ‘collect’ her own manuscripts from Flanders and elsewhere. Some of the mysterious books made in the 1460s–80s that survive in the English royal library suggest that a royal lady of the House of York may have acquired them, obvious candidates being Elizabeth Woodville and her daughters, and Anne Neville.19 It is likely that the duchess of Gloucester had her own selection of stories for entertainment and improvement of the mind, as well as her religious manuals and service books. Her library must have been similar – though not as impressive artistically – to that of her sister-in-law, the duchess of Burgundy and the Booke of Gostlye Grace may be the only survival. Margaret’s surviving library has a heavy bias towards piety and it should be balanced with the inventory of another well-born female contemporary: the impressive collection of books of Gabrielle de la Tour, eldest daughter of the count of Auvergne and Boulogne, acquired apparently during her marriage and before her death in 1474. It ranged over history, religion, verse, romance, books of advice and information and beautiful books of hours, and included many of the titles owned by Richard of Gloucester; it offers persuasive evidence that such rich ladies could obtain books easily and had wide interests.20
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Fig. 6 The first page of Richard’s copy of the Bible in English; it has the beginning of the calendar with saints’ days and liturgical instructions. In the bottom margin is written, very small, A vo[us] me ly Gloucestre. New York Public Library, MS De Ricci 67. By permission of the New York Public Library.
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Fig. 7 Richard’s formal ex libris: Iste liber constat Ricardo duci Gloucestre (this book belongs to …) in the French prose version of the story of Tristan and Isolde. Redrawn by Piet Design from BL, MS Harl. 49, f. 155.
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Fig. 8 The signatures Anne warrewyk and R Gloucestr’ on the first flyleaf of a copy of the English translation of Mechtild of Hackeborn’s Liber Specialis Gratiae, the Booke of Gostlye Grace. Redrawn by Piet Design from BL, MS Egerton 2006.
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Fig. 9 Richard’s subscription and signature on a letter to Louis XI of France, thanking the king for his gift of a ‘great bombard’, 16 June [1480]. Redrawn by Piet Design from BN, MS fr. 2908, f. 13.
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Fig. 10 Richard’s motto and signature on a document also signed by Edward V and Henry, Duke of Buckingham, April–June 1483. Redrawn by Piet Design from BL, MS Cotton Vesp. F xiii, f. 123.





The story of Richard’s accession to the English throne, displacing his nephew, Edward V, and the rest of his brother’s children as bastards, is too well known to need repetition here. Neither of Edward’s sons were seen again after October 1483. Richard’s ‘active assumption of power’ included the executions of William, Lord Hastings, Anthony, Earl Rivers, his nephew Richard Grey, and Thomas Vaughan. Richard and his queen were crowned on 6 July 1483, the first double coronation since 1308. Richard’s reign lasted little more than two years. He survived a series of rebellions in 1483, and had several diplomatic successes, notably a peace with the Scots, but these were offset by the personal misfortune of losing his only son, Edward, Prince of Wales, in April 1484, and his queen in March 1485, and having to live with the rumours that he had murdered his nephews and even poisoned his wife. Opposition focused on the exiled Henry Tudor and on 22 August Richard was defeated and killed at the battle of Bosworth. His two years as king are hard to judge in cultural terms – he had barely time to stamp any aspect of government with his personality.21 As regards his books, while king he acquired his book of hours in which he wrote his birth-date as Ricardus Rex and had a prayer inserted that includes his name and title. So clean is this book of all references to its original commissioner and previous owners that it was probably selected for the king for that reason. It was also designed to take over from the book of hours that Richard must have used until then: the earlier volume may have contained too many reminders of his early life as duke of Gloucester, of his brother Edward, and of his dead wife and son. Three other books were also acquired while he was king: his Historia Troiae and his Historia regum Britanniae (with its appendix, the Prophecy of the Eagle), both signed Ricardus Rex on their first pages (see figs 53, 54), and the De re militari, decorated with his crowned arms. The first two were second-hand, very ordinary looking books, both valuable for their texts alone. Richard was so glad to have them that he signed both companion volumes, each on its first page. The De re militari, by contrast, is a handsome, well-finished if unlavish book, made and decorated in London in the standard London style. Richard may have commissioned it himself for his son or he may have been given it as a present for himself or his son (see fig. 35).
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Fig. 11 Calendar page of Richard’s book of hours with his autograph note recording his birthday on 2 October, written as king; it reads: hac die natus erat Ricardus Rex Anglie iij[us] apud ffodringay anno domini M CCC[Clij] (on this day was born Richard the Third, King of England, at Fotheringhay in the year of our Lord 1452). London, Lambeth Palace, MS 474, f. 7v. By permission of Lambeth Palace Library.
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Fig. 12 Richard’s signature on a letter to the city of Danzig, 28 March 1484. Redrawn by Piet Design from Danzig, National Archives 300 D/16/135.





During his reign he also received the dedications of three books: the son of the antiquarian William Worcester presented him with his father’s treatise on the need to reoccupy the lost territories in France and its accompanying collection of supporting texts; Pietro Carmeliano, the wandering scholar from Italy in search of a living, dedicated his verse Life of St Katherine to the king, at the same time presenting copies to two of Richard’s councillors. Lastly Richard received the dedication of his translation of Ramon Lull’s Order of Chivalry from William Caxton, the first English printer. All three dedications wanted something from the king: direct financial reward in the case of Worcester and Carmeliano and for Caxton the less direct recommendation of his book to other purchasers. Young Worcester and Caxton flattered the king’s military pretensions and Carmeliano praised his learning and piety.


Caxton’s press was at the height of its achievement at the end of Edward IV’s reign and throughout Richard’s.22 That in itself was enough to secure Richard’s reign a permanent place in the history of the English book trade, but in January 1484 his parliament made a significant gesture of favour towards books and education. It refused to allow chauvinist legislation to curtail the activities of immigrant alien workers in any section of the trade, or to impede the import of books, manuscript or printed, in any way. The extent to which Richard and his council were involved in this will be discussed in detail below. This famous proviso to chapter nine of his statutes ran until it was repealed at the request of the English stationers, binders and printers eager to limit foreign competition in the reign of Henry VIII. The proviso offers a focus for inquiry into the state of the book trade in the reign of Richard III at a time when manuscript production was still very important and when the advantages of print were being quickly grasped but not yet fully understood.


Standard Books in Late Medieval Noble Libraries


By Richard’s time there were certain generally esteemed texts that anyone with the means to acquire them might be expected to own. Among these were Jean Mansel’s Fleur des Histoires, a convenient summary of world history, of which large numbers of fine manuscript copies were produced in the Low Countries;23 a version of the life of Alexander the Great or at least the so-called Letter from Alexander to Aristotle;24 Valerius Maximus’ Dicta et facta memorabilia, a collection of stories from Roman history arranged by subject and providing plenty of material for the moralist;25 Vegetius’ De re militari, the standard textbook on the art of war;26 the Roman de la Rose, the long French poem on love by two poets, full of stories, the second half being notoriously misogynic; a ‘mirror for princes’, usually Giles of Rome’s, but there were many other versions;27 Boethius’ De consolatione philosophiae, which gave comfort to all those under constraint or in distress;28 a vernacular text of the Golden Legend, a compendium of saints’ lives and other stories relevant to all religious feast-days;29 and a national chronicle of one’s own country, such as the Brut of England30 or the Grandes chroniques of France.31


Of these titles some were and some may have been owned by Richard. About the Fleur des histoires we know, for example, that a man of similar tastes and status, the Burgundian Philip of Cleves (see below), as well as Richard’s sister, Margaret of York, had one. As far as Valerius Maximus is concerned, there are two copies of the French translation among the present Royal manuscripts; one has the arms of Edward IV’s and his sons, the other bears the royal arms only. The latter manuscript could have been owned by any English king after c. 1470.32 A De re militari was owned as a gift or a commission by Richard or his son, but even if this copy had not survived it could be taken for granted that the duke of Gloucester acquired this text at some stage of his life.
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Fig. 13 Autograph motto, loyalte me lye, and signature of Elizabeth of York, later queen of Henry VII, in a French translation of Boethius’ De consolatione philosophiae. Redrawn by Piet Design from BL, MS Royal 20 A xix, f. 195.





Ownership of the Roman de la Rose has to be hypothetical, but again, as many as three copies are found in the library of Philip of Cleves, who also possessed several ‘mirrors’ in contrast to the one De regimine principum that Richard owned. A copy of a French translation of Boethius, now in the Royal collection, is inscribed with the fascinating combination of Richard’s best-known motto, loyalte me lye, and Elizabeth of York’s first name, both in her handwriting.33


Though many copies or versions survive, no Brut chronicle is certain to have been owned by Richard or any member of his family.34 He did have, however, the original of all Bruts, the Historia regum Britanniae of Geoffrey of Monmouth, his copy so plain and ‘cheap’ and so poor in its Latin that it was certainly acquired by him because he wanted the text. He signed it with his royal signature on the first page (see fig. 54). He was interested in the origins of his country and the British ancestors of the House of York – he signed the book as a descendant of Brutus, the founder of Britain. It is likely that the royal family, like ‘everyone else’ had a Brut, from Edward IV down. It was the most popular secular book in England and made even more available by Caxton’s edition of 1480 as The Chronicles of England (see fig. 61).35


It must also be remembered that in addition to such secular works the duke of Gloucester, like all his social equals, certainly owned a collection of about forty service books, bibles, missals, graduals, antiphoners, as well as other – less personal but perhaps more magnificent – books of hours.36 Patterns of ownership were also established by the particular background of the individual: a cleric had more theological works and religious manuals; women might have more devotional material, especially from the female mystics like Mechtild of Hackeborn, or copies of the Cité des dames by the famous champion of women, Christine de Pizan; men might be more inclined to read ‘feats of arms’, and if actively engaged in military affairs they needed Vegetius’ De re militari or Bonet’s Tree of Battles; heralds needed various rolls of arms; and ‘everybody’ might be expected to like stories, whether true or fictional, religious or secular, moral or bawdy, in prose or in verse.


Richard III’s Collection


Without a complete inventory of Richard’s entire collection little can be said with certainty about his tastes. We have eighteen texts in fourteen surviving volumes, most of them second-hand when he acquired them; and he is known to have received three dedications. Are we looking at the total of his books or only at the more modest volumes out of a large and magnificent library, long since dispersed and all signs of Richard’s ownership obscured by the ex libris of later owners or the loss of flyleaves? It is salutary to remember that the recent discovery in Russia of three texts in two volumes belonging to him – Latin texts signed by him as king – has completely changed the balance of his known collection, and therefore destroyed any conclusions about his likes and personality that might have been made in their absence.37


Apart from considering the number of Richard III’s books and the subjects they cover we can also classify them by their illumination, or rather their overall lack of it. Only four are illuminated in any way, that is they have painted decoration which includes gold. His book of hours has one page of fine illumination, the rest of the decoration being of lesser quality, although few pages lack either colour or gold; his Grandes chroniques is substantially illustrated by five artists of high quality, but the illumination programme was never finished and the work of a sixth ‘artist’ – unfortunately near the beginning of the book – is abysmally bad; the De re militari and the De regimine principum are modestly decorated with standard London work of 1483–84 and of the 1420s respectively; the composite volume of romances and Bible stories has painted marginal decoration of a cheerful, probably provincial quality, composed mainly of foliage with a few fabulous animals, but it is also not finished and the series of shields of arms have not been filled in. Richard certainly did not acquire any of these books for the sole pleasure of looking at their pictures. As regards the Grandes chroniques, some of its illumination was sufficiently disastrous to put off anyone who was a mere collector of books. The pictures in Richard’s hours made it a pleasant book to use every day, no more, and it had probably been chosen by Richard, or for him, with some care. It is possible that he only signed his second-hand books, while any splendid new work, commissioned from Flemish, French or English workshops, would have contained the arms or emblems of ownership most vulnerable to obliteration. The single commissioned volume that survives, the De re militari, which was possibly given to him or his son or commissioned by him for his son, is tantalising in its rarity (see fig. 35). It is attractive but uninspired in its workmanship and it provides no evidence to support an argument that Richard wanted to be surrounded by fine books; and it is always possible that it was a gift from someone who could afford nothing better. We have little means by which to discuss Richard’s patronage of the decorative arts as applied to books,38 apart from noting that his book of hours contains some fine English illumination; his patronage of the book as a disseminator of knowledge, however, seems to be beyond doubt (see below ch. 10 and pl. VII).


Richard owned two French texts, ten English and seven Latin (excluding the rolls of arms, and William Worcester’s volume of documents which is in all three languages), but this is slightly misleading as five of the English texts were comparatively short pieces for ‘light’ reading. As regards length he had more Latin, with English and French fairly equally in second place.39 This emphasis fits in with our other findings on the Yorkist royal family: as far as can be concluded from their surviving books Richard of York and his sons owned a relatively large number texts by classical and medieval authors in the ‘original’ language. This apparent ‘scholarliness’ may have been due to a scarcity of English and French translations and the natural bias towards Latin in any medieval library, but that does not alter the fact that the owners could not have appreciated their Latin texts without a good passive knowledge of the Latin they had been taught in childhood.40


Most of the books that Richard had are on vellum of varying quality, only the Boke of Noblesse, and the composite volume of the Historia Troiae, Historia regum Britanniae and the Prophecy of the Eagle being on paper. the Booke of Gostlye Grace and the New Testament are the most crudely produced, and fairly typical for their date and subject matter: they were designed for serious use by devout people. The paper texts of the Historia Troiae and Historia regum, for all their faults, were written for use by a scholar; they have no pretensions to elegance except for the introductory initial of the former, but they are legible and competently laid out. Legibility, fine script and competent layout characterise all the other volumes. Several, such as the Tristan and the De regimine principum, have excellent pen-work initials and decorative flourishing as well as lists of contents.


All Richard’s surviving books were second-hand, except for the modest Vegetius, but as second-hand books were the norm rather than the exception in his day, it is difficult to be certain that this characteristic is another piece of evidence that Richard was primarily interested in the contents of his books. It does mean we are quite unable to assess him as a patron or commissioner of books solely on the evidence of his surviving books. All the manuscripts were made in England except the French Grandes chroniques and the volume containing the Historia Troiae, Historia regum Britanniae and the Prophecy of the Eagle.


For the modern scholar of books it is useful to realise that Richard’s collection was so ordinary. When examined in detail each book discloses its unique qualities and its attractions for Richard, but it is also significant that a man of his position who was neither an obsessive collector, nor an ostentatious maecenas, needed and wished to possess this particular range of books. This range was standard and unexceptional: Richard III was more typical of English book owners of his day than was the frequently cited Humphrey of Gloucester. Richard’s books show us not only what ideas, guidance and entertainment were on the king’s shelves – which may or may not be of interest – but also what was available to all his better educated subjects.


Some aspects of Richard’s book ownership can only be considered by looking at analogous cases. Where, for instance, did he keep these books he had acquired over the years? Few details are known about the location and care of books under the Yorkist kings: from the records of their predecessors it is known that book-rooms or libraries existed at some of the major palaces such as Eltham,41 and the ordinances made for Edward’s household show that a yeoman of the crown had special responsibility for the royal books.42 When Edward’s books were transported they were carefully packed in wooden crates (‘cofyns of fyrre’); many were bound in sumptuous velvets and decorated with silk tassels and laces and metalwork.43 Once he was king, these details apply to Richard III, but there is no information about the care of his books when he was still duke. The king had enough books to warrant a special official to look after them, whether the duke had we do not know. He may have had a book-room in each of his major residences, as carefully set up as those created by Jacques, Count of Armagnac (died 1477),44 or he may have had a single book-store from which a small travelling collection could be extracted to suit the occasion, like that taken by John Howard on the expedition to Scotland in 1482.45
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Fig. 14 The chronicler and poet, Jean Molinet (died 1507) presents his moralised version of the Roman de la rose to Philip of Cleves. Presentation scene from Philip’s own copy. French, c. 1500. The Hague, Royal Library, MS 128 C 5, f. 1. By permission of the Royal Library.





A useful comparison for Richard’s collection may be found in the short inventory of the books of the young heir to the dukedom of Savoy, who died in 1431: a book on the French wars, three romances, Bonet’s Tree of Battles, a Life and a Passion of Christ, the Book of Good Manners, a book on chess (probably James de Cessolis’ ‘mirror’), The Dicts of the Philosophers, a book of songs, a Bible, and a book of hours.46 The best inventory found to date which can be regarded as suggestive of what a book-list of Richard’s could have been like is the one made of the collection of the Burgundian courtier Philip of Cleves. It was made after Philip’s death in 1528 and covers the books in his ‘house in Ghent’; it is an impressive list but he may have had other collections kept at other places.


Philip of Cleves, Lord of Ravenstein,47 was a man sufficiently close to Richard in age, status and perhaps in interests, for his books to serve as an example of what Richard’s library ‘might have been’. Philip was born in 1456, four years after Richard, of royal and ducal blood, brought up at court, in the proximity of Mary of Burgundy, and in the service of Charles the Bold whose sudden death in 1477 brought about as traumatic a change in the lives of courtiers and relatives as did Edward IV’s early death. Philip was a cultured man who became a soldier and who was forced into momentous choices and harsh action from an early age. It is still a matter for argument whether his choices were always right and honourable. Towards the end of his life he wrote a treatise on the art of war, both on sea and land. It allows us glimpses of what mattered to him and what aroused his emotions: the issue of the crusade – he was still willing to go on one when already an old man; the importance of practical military experience – he wrote that a war council should not comprise clergy and learned men who only knew war from books; the splendour of war – he took pleasure in chivalric ceremony, martial music and the magnificent beauty of a fleet of triumphant galleys.48 The books he owned at his death reflected his interests as an educated man, a courtier and an active soldier. Most of them were in French, quite a number in Latin, a few in Italian. Practical, informative books, mainly on military matters and chivalric display (c. 20), were outnumbered by works on classical and contemporary history (c. 35);49 classical literature and philosophy (c. 17) were balanced by Christian religion (c. 16). Didactic books, both narrative and ‘plain’, were present in the same number (c. 17); romances were few (c. 8). Liturgical texts were not mentioned in this inventory, except for a Bible in French and one book of hours; the fact that at least two of his books of hours survive again proves the unreliability of such lists, particularly as regards liturgical texts. The inventory also included paintings of cities of military importance, and a large number of documents concerning the ownership and revenue of land, a class of material that calls to mind the one surviving manuscript from Richard’s ducal muniment room, a cartulary of the evidences of his lands and titles.50 Like Richard, Philip of Cleves was also one of the few owners who signed their manuscripts neatly and systematically.


Philip had fifty years more than Richard in which to collect books so no comparison can be perfect, but the similarity of their backgrounds, interests and early lives makes him an interesting parallel. The books that do survive suggest that when Richard died his library had similar proportions and emphases, but no inventory has as yet been found and nothing is known about the immediate fate of most of his books. His book of hours was probably among the booty taken from his tent by the victors on the field of Bosworth; it passed to the new king’s mother, Margaret Beaufort, and was given away. Of the other books, at least six must have been in royal residences and they remained in the Royal Library for several generations or until today;51 some may have been in his ducal castles or had already been given away and they wandered through many collections throughout the world. They remain identifiable because Richard liked them enough to put his name in their text part, rather than on the more vulnerable flyleaves; he thereby ensured the survival of his signature – perhaps even saving some of the manuscripts themselves from destruction or neglect – and made the study of his ‘library’ possible.


 


1 For the quotation, see Richard of Bury, The Love of Books, p. 18. On the mss. and printed versions Altamura, Riccardo da Bury, Philobiblon, pp. 19–44.


2 Edmunds, ‘Savoy’, 24 (1970), pp. 320–21.


3 D’Evelyn, Peter Idley’s Instructions, passim; Manual, vol. 7, XX [5].


4 D’Evelyn, Peter Idley’s Instructions, pp. 96–97; spelling modernised.


5 For all these texts see below.


6 Gower, Complete Works, vol. 2, Confessio Amantis, Prologue, lines 12–20. The translation by Tiller, p. 15, reads:




… men say – and truth it is –


That works of wholly solemn kind


Will often dull a reader’s mind,


Who studies in them every day;


So I will walk the middle way,


If you advise me so to do,


And write a book between the two –


Something to please, something to profit – …





7 There is no modern edition of Caxton’s translation of the French book of Caton: BL, B 5719, f. ix.


8 RP, vol. 5, p. 450, quoted in Davies, ‘The episcopate’, p. 56.


9 Sutton, ‘Curious searcher’, pp. 68–69.


10 Ives, ‘Common lawyers’, pp. 198–99, 209. See also Ross, Edward IV, pp. 8–9.


11 Fortescue, De laudibus, pp. 111, 137. Compare the view of Giles of Rome, ch. 5 below.


12 Myers, Household, pp. 126–27; spelling modernised.


13 Mézières, Songe, vol. 2, pp. 18–20, 221–24; his list also includes the works of Eustache Morel, an officer of the court. For later advice on the education of French princes, see Willard, Christine de Pizan. Her Life and Works, ch. 9, ‘The education of the Dauphin’, pp. 173–93.


14 Paralipomenon is the same as Chronicles which is 3–4 Kings. Richard’s collection of Old Testament stories contained paraphrases of Genesis, Exodus, Numbers, Deuteronomy, Joshua, Judges, Ruth, 1–4 Kings, Job, Tobit, Esther, Judith and parts of 2 Maccabees.


15 See e.g. Hoccleve, Selections, p. 66; Hoccleve’s point was actually that a knight such as Sir John Oldcastle, the famous Lollard, should not spend too much time on theology and risk becoming involved with heretical views.


16 Deanesly, Lollard Bible, pp. 319–20.


17 See for example the document granting the Order of the Garter to Charles the Bold of Burgundy, dated 13 May 1469 Lille, Archives du Nord, Archives Civiles, Série B, Chambre de Comptes de Lille, no. 862 (3), or the so-called ‘Castle Rising letter’ of 23 June 1469, BL, MS Cotton Vesp. F iii, item 19; see also ch. 3 below.


18 We return to this text and her ownership in ch. 3 below.


19 See ‘Choosing a book’, pp. 82–83.


20 See ch. 2 below.


21 For a brief overview, Sutton, ‘Court and culture in the reign of Richard III’, passim.


22 For figures see ‘R III’s books XI’, pp. 117–18.
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