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In "Studies and Essays: Concerning Letters," John Galsworthy presents a compelling exploration of the art and significance of letter writing, revealing its role in shaping human relationships and understanding. Engaging in a blend of personal reflection and literary critique, Galsworthy employs a lyrical, contemplative prose style that mirrors the intimate nature of the letters he examines. This collection situates itself within the broader literary context of early 20th-century British literature, where epistolary forms were not only prevalent but also essential for societal communication and artistic expression. John Galsworthy, a Nobel Prize-winning author known for his keen social insights and distinctive narrative voice, draws upon his own experiences and observations of the epistolary form to craft this insightful work. Emerging from a time of profound social change, Galsworthy's reflections are informed by his background in law and his advocacy for social reform, lending an authenticity and urgency to his examination of letters as a vehicle for self-expression and social critique. This collection is highly recommended for readers interested in the intersection of literature and personal correspondence. Galsworthy'Äôs essays provide not only a profound appreciation of letter writing but also an invitation to reflect on our own modes of communication in a rapidly changing world.
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In "A Sheaf," John Galsworthy crafts a compelling collection of stories that reflect the complex tapestry of human emotions and societal norms at the turn of the 20th century. The literary style is marked by Galsworthy'Äôs trademark eloquence and keen psychological insight, illuminating characters caught in the throes of love, conflict, and existential doubt. Drawing from the influences of the time, including the emerging modernist movement, this work juxtaposes the struggles of individual desires against the rigid scaffolding of Edwardian society, resulting in a profound exploration of moral dilemmas and personal vicissitudes. John Galsworthy, a pivotal figure in English literature and the recipient of the Nobel Prize in Literature, was shaped by personal experiences of class division, social inequities, and the impact of war. His deep-seated concern for social justice and the human condition resonates throughout his oeuvre, including "A Sheaf." Galsworthy'Äôs own background'Äîa blend of privilege and aspiration'Äîimbued him with a perspective that is beautifully articulated in this collection, reflecting his dedication to shedding light on the complexities of daily life. Readers seeking an insightful and poignant exploration of the human experience will find "A Sheaf" an essential addition to their literary repertoire. Galsworthy'Äôs deft storytelling and profound observations invite readers to ponder the intricacies of personal relationships and societal constraints, making this collection not only a reflection of its time but also a timeless commentary on the human spirit.
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In "A Knight," John Galsworthy presents a poignant exploration of moral ambiguity and human aspiration against the backdrop of early 20th-century society. This novella is notable for its rich, descriptive prose and its deep psychological insight into the characters' minds, a hallmark of Galsworthy's literary style. Utilizing his characteristic blend of realism and idealism, Galsworthy examines the contradictions of the human condition, particularly the tension between societal expectations and personal desires. The narrative elegantly unfolds through the lens of its protagonist, who navigates the complexities of honor, sacrifice, and the quest for meaning in a rapidly changing world. John Galsworthy, a prominent figure in the Edwardian literary scene, was influenced by his own experiences in both the legal and literary arenas. His keen observations of social class and justice, derived from his upbringing and education, shaped his poetic yet critical perspective in "A Knight." Galsworthy's commitment to social reform and his engagement with the intricacies of the human experience uniquely inform this work, underscoring his advocacy for moral integrity and personal fulfillment. Recommended for readers who appreciate thoughtful literature that delves into ethical dilemmas and the human psyche, "A Knight" invites reflection on contemporary societal issues while offering timeless insights into the human spirit. Galsworthy'Äôs deft storytelling ensures that this novella resonates with those seeking both aesthetic pleasure and profound meaning.
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In "Another Sheaf," John Galsworthy presents a rich tapestry of lyrical poetry that delves into human emotions and the complexities of life. The collection, composed during the early 20th century, reflects Galsworthy's trademark style of clarity and depth, resonating with themes of love, loss, and the passage of time. Through vivid imagery and poignant language, the poems explore the inner landscapes of the human experience, mirroring the social changes of the era and Galsworthy's keen observations on society's evolving values. John Galsworthy, a Nobel Prize-winning author, is best known for his plays and novels that critique societal norms and advocate for social reforms. His literary journey was significantly influenced by his experiences in a rapidly changing England, where personal and societal tensions were at an all-time high. "Another Sheaf" can be seen as an introspection, drawing from his own reflections on love and mortality, while also serving as a commentary on the universal human condition that transcends his time. This collection is highly recommended for readers interested in early 20th-century poetry and those who appreciate a deep, introspective examination of human life. Galsworthy's eloquent verses invite readers to engage with their own emotions, making "Another Sheaf" a timeless addition to the literary canon.
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The following pages contain, in an abridged
and somewhat modified form, the substance
of the first volume of captain (now the rev.
Dr.) Scoresby’s work on the Arctic Regions
and the Whale-fishery, Edinburgh, 1820; with
the omission of the third chapter on the Hydrographical
Survey of the Greenland Sea. It is
now issued by the kind permission of the
author; and a wider circulation may thus be
secured for the interesting contents of his
volumes than they could receive in their
original and more costly form. Some few
materials have also been collated from the
valuable papers by the same author contributed
to the “Edinburgh Philosophical Journal.”
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REMARKS ON THE CELEBRATED QUESTION OF THE EXISTENCE
OF A SEA COMMUNICATION BETWEEN THE
ATLANTIC AND PACIFIC OCEANS, BY THE NORTH; WITH
AN ACCOUNT OF THE PROGRESS OF DISCOVERY IN THE
NORTHERN REGIONS.

The question of the existence of a navigable
communication between the European and the
Chinese seas, by the north, is one which has
been long in agitation without being resolved,
and has been often revived, with the most
sanguine expectations of success, to be again
abandoned as hopeless. The first attempts to
reach China by sea, were made by steering
along the coast of Africa toward the south,
and the next, by proceeding from the European
shore in a westerly direction. The former,
which first proved successful, was accomplished
by Vasquez de Gama, a Portuguese, in the year
1497-8; and the latter was undertaken by
the renowned navigator, Columbus, in 1492.
The notion of steering to India by the north-west,
as the shortest way, was suggested about
the middle or latter end of the fifteenth century,
by John Vaz Costa Cortereal, who performed a
voyage to Newfoundland about the year 1463-4;
or, according to a more general opinion, by John
Cabot, the father of the celebrated Sebastian
Cabot, who attempted the navigation in 1497,
and perhaps also in 1494-5. The idea of a
passage to India by the North Pole was suggested
by Robert Thorne, merchant of Bristol,
as early as the year 1527; and the opinion of
a passage by the north-east was proposed soon
afterwards.

The universal interest which has been attached
to this question of a sea communication
between the Atlantic and Pacific Oceans, by the
north, ever since it was first suggested, about
three hundred and thirty or three hundred and
fifty years ago, is fully proved by the facts,
that the speculation has never but once been
abandoned by the nations of Europe for more
than twenty-five years together, and that there
have been only three or four intervals of more
than fifteen years in which no expedition was
sent out in search of one or other of the supposed
passages, from the year 1500 down to the
present time. And it is not a little surprising
that, after nearly a hundred different voyages
have been undertaken with a view of discovering
the desired communication with the Indian
seas, all of which have failed, Britain should
again revive and attempt the solution of this
interesting problem.

Several facts may be brought forward, on
which arguments of no mean force may be
founded, in support of the opinion of the existence
of a sea communication by the north
between Europe and China. They may be
enumerated in order.

1. The prevailing current in the Spitzbergen
sea flows, we are well assured, during nine
months of the year, if not all the year round,
from the north-east towards the south-west.
The velocity of this current may be from five
to twenty miles per day, varying in different
situations, but is most considerable near the
coast of Old Greenland. The current, on the
other hand, in the middle of Behring’s Strait,
as observed by lieutenant Kotzebue, sets strongly
to the north-east, with a velocity, as he thought,
of two miles and a half an hour; which is
greater, however, by one-half than the rate
observed by captain Cook.

2. By the action of the south-westerly current,
a vast quantity of ice is annually brought
from the north and east, and conducted along
the east shore of Old Greenland as far as Cape
Farewell, where such masses as still remain
undissolved are soon destroyed by the influence
of the solar heat and the force of the sea, to
which they then become exposed from almost
every quarter. This ice being entirely free
from salt, and very compact, appears originally
to have consisted of field-ice, a kind which
perhaps requires the action of frost for many
years to bring it to the thickness which it
assumes. The quantity of heavy ice, in surface,
which is thus annually dissolved, may, at
a rough calculation, be stated to be about
twenty thousand square leagues, while the
quantity annually generated in the regions
accessible to the whale-fishers is, probably, not
more than one-fourth of that area. As such,
the ice, which is so inexhaustible, must require
an immense surface of sea for its generation,
perhaps the whole or greater part of the so-called
“Polar Basin;” the supply required for
replacing what is dissolved in Behring’s Strait,
where the current sets towards the north, being,
probably, of small moment. The current, in
opposite parts of the northern hemisphere, being
thus found to follow the same line of direction,
indicates a communication between the two
across the Poles; and the inexhaustible supply
of ice, affording about fifteen thousand square
leagues, to be annually dissolved above the
quantity generated in the known parts of the
Spitzbergen seas, supports the same conclusion.

3. The origin of the considerable quantity of
drift-wood, found in almost every part of the
Greenland sea, is traced to some country beyond
the Pole, and may be brought forward in
aid of the opinion of the existence of a sea
communication between the Atlantic and the
Pacific; which argument receives additional
strength from the circumstance of some of the
drift-wood being worm-eaten. This last fact
I first observed on the shores of the island of
Jan Mayen, in August, 1817, and confirmed it
by more particular observation when at Spitzbergen
the year following. Having no axe
with me when I observed the worm-eaten wood,
and having no means of bringing it away, I
could not ascertain whether the holes observed
in the timber were the work of a ptinus or a
pholas. In either case, however, as it is not
known that these animals ever pierce wood in
arctic countries, it is presumed that the worm-eaten
drift-wood is derived from a transpolar
region. Numerous facts of this nature might
be adduced, all of which support the same
conclusion.

4. The northern faces of the continents of
Europe and Asia, as well as of that of America,
so far as yet known, are such as renders it
difficult even to imagine such a position for the
unascertained regions, as to cut off the communication
between the Frozen Sea, near the
meridian of London, and that in the opposite
part of the northern hemisphere, near Behring’s
Strait.

5. Whales, which have been harpooned in
the Greenland seas, have been found in the
Pacific Ocean; and whales, with stone lances
sticking in their fat, (a kind of weapon used by
no nation now known,) have been caught both
in the sea of Spitsbergen and in Davis’s Strait.
This fact, which is sufficiently authenticated,
seems to me the most satisfactory argument.

The Russians, it appears, have, at intervals,
discovered all the navigation between Archangel
and the Strait of Behring, excepting a portion
of about two hundred miles, occupied by the
eastern part of a noss, or promontory, lying
between the rivers Khatanga and Piacina. The
northern extremity of this noss, called Cape
Ceverovostochnoi, appears to have been doubled
by lieutenant Prontschitscheff, in the year 1735,
so that ice, and perhaps some small islands,
seem in this place to form the great obstruction
to the navigation. As far as can be well substantiated,
the portion of the route between
Archangel and Kamtchatka, which has been
hitherto accomplished, clearly proves that, if a
sea communication between the Atlantic and
Pacific by the north-east really exists, it could
never be practicable in one year. Inasmuch
as the Russians were five or six years in performing
so much of the navigation as has been
accomplished, though they employed a number
of different vessels in the undertaking, it is
probable that the voyage could never be performed
in one vessel, unless by mere accident,
in less than eight or ten years. It is clear,
therefore, that the discovery of a “north-east
passage” could never be of any advantage to
our commerce with China or India.

Though, however, the voyages undertaken in
search of a north-east passage by the different
nations of Europe have amounted to about
twelve, besides numerous partial attempts by
the Russians, and though all of them have
failed in their principal intention, yet they have
not been wholly lost to us; the Spitzbergen
whale and seal fisheries, so valuable to the
country, with the trade to Archangel, having
arisen out of them.

The voyages of Davis, in the years 1585-6
and 1587-8, of Hudson, in 1610, and of Baffin,
in 1616, were the source of the greatest part of
the discoveries which have been made in the
countries situated to the northward and westward
of the south point of Greenland. To
these regions, consisting of what have been
called bays and straits, the names of these
celebrated voyagers have been applied. All the
voyages, indeed, since undertaken for discovery
in the same quarter, amounting to nearly
thirty, have done little more than confirm the
researches of these three individuals, and show
how little there was to be found, instead of
discovering anything of moment. The ostensible
object of most of these voyages, was the
discovery of a shorter passage to India than
that by the Cape of Good Hope, by the north-west.
The existence of such a passage is not
yet either proved or refuted. In an account of
“a Voyage to Hudson’s Bay,” by Henry Ellis,
such a passage is inferred to exist from the
following considerations:—the want of trees on
the west side of Hudson’s Bay beyond a certain
latitude; the appearance of a certain ridge of
mountains lying near the same coast, and extending
in a direction parallel to it; the direct
testimony of the Indians, that they have seen
the sea beyond the mountains, and have observed
vessels navigating therein; and, most
particularly, the nature and peculiarities observed
in the tides. This latter argument is
by far the most conclusive. From observations
on the winds and tides in the Baltic, Mediterranean,
and other inland seas, Ellis proceeds
to show, that every circumstance with regard
to the tides in Hudson’s Bay is different from
what would take place in an inland sea, and
then concludes that Hudson’s Bay is not such
a sea, but has some opening which communicates
with the Frozen Ocean on the north-west.

Other arguments, which have been offered
in favour of the separation of Greenland from
America, are deduced from the existence of a
current setting from the north—from the circumstance
of icebergs and drift-wood being
brought down by the current—from whales
wounded in the Spitzbergen seas having been
caught in Davis’s Strait—from the position of
the land, as represented on skins by the native
American Indians—and from the occurrence of
certain plants in Greenland, which are natives
of Europe, but have never been found in any
part of the American continent.

The opinion appears to be quite incorrect,
that if a passage were discovered, it would,
probably, be open above half the year. I
imagine it would be only at intervals of years
that it would be open at all, and then, perhaps,
for no longer time than eight or ten weeks in
a season. Hence, as affording a navigation to
the Pacific Ocean, the discovery of a north-west
passage would be of no service. For
many reasons, however, the examination of
these interesting countries is an object worthy
of the attention of a great nation. The advantages
that have already arisen to Britain from
the voyages undertaken in search of a north-west
passage are, the establishment of the
Davis’s Strait’s whale-fishery, and of the trade
of the Hudson’s Bay company, so that the
expenditure has not altogether been lost.

The adventurous spirit manifested by our
early navigators, in performing such hazardous
voyages in small barks, in which we should be
scrupulous of trusting ourselves across the
German Ocean, is calculated to strike us with
surprise and admiration, while the correctness
of their investigations gives us a high opinion
of their perseverance and talent. The famous
voyage of Baffin, in which the bay bearing his
name was discovered, was performed in a vessel
of only fifty-five tons’ burden; that of
Hudson, in which also the bay called by his
name was first navigated, in the very same
vessel; and the voyages of Davis chiefly in
vessels of fifty, thirty-five, and ten tons’ burden.

In perusing the voyages of our old navigators,
it is particularly gratifying to those
who consider religion as the chief business of
this life, to observe the strain of piety and dependence
upon Divine Providence which runs
through almost every narrative. Their honest
and laudable acknowledgments of a particular
interference of the Almighty, working out
deliverance for them in times of difficulty and
danger, and their frequent declarations expressive
of their reliance upon Providence, for
assistance and protection in their adventurous
undertakings, are worthy of our imitation.
Thus, while our modern voyagers are much in
the habit of attributing their most remarkable
deliverances to “luck,” “chance,” and “fortune,”
those of old evidenced certainly a more
Christian-like feeling, under such circumstances,
by referring their deliverances to that great
Being, from whom alone every good thing
must be derived. They only who have a
similar dependence on Providence, and who
have been occasionally in trying situations, can
duly appreciate the confidence and comfort
which this belief is calculated to afford under
the most appalling circumstances.

The class of vessels best adapted for discovery
in the Polar seas, seems to be that of one
hundred to two hundred tons’ burden. They
are stronger, more easily managed, in less
danger of being stoved or crushed by ice, and
not so expensive as those of larger dimensions.
An increase of size is a diminution of
comparative strength; and hence it is evident,
that a vessel intended for discovery should be
just large enough for conveying the requisite
stores and provisions, and for affording comfortable
accommodation to the navigators, but
no larger. Perhaps a vessel about one hundred
and fifty tons’ burden would be fully sufficient
to answer every purpose. The navigation of the
Polar seas, which is peculiar, requires in a particular
manner an extensive knowledge of the
nature, properties, and usual motions of the ice,
and it can only be performed to the best advantage
by those who have had long experience in
working a ship in icy situations. It might be a
material assistance to those employed in completing
the examination of Baffin’s Bay, as well
as productive of some interesting information in
meteorological phenomena, were a vessel or two
to remain in the northern part of this bay
through the winter. There is very little doubt
that the vessel would, by this method, be released
by the ice as early as May or June, and
thus be afforded about double the time of research
that could be obtained by wintering out
of the bay. There would not, I imagine, be any
very great danger in making this experiment,
provided a sufficient quantity of fresh provisions,
for the prevention of the scurvy among the
crew, were taken out, and certain precautions
adopted for the preservation of the ships. The
ingenious apparatus invented by Mr. Thomas
Morton designed to supersede, in repairing
vessels, the necessity of dry docks, might be
eminently advantageous.
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