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In "The Seven Ages of Childhood," Carolyn Wells intricately weaves a narrative that explores the various stages of a child's development through a series of poignant vignettes. The literary style is marked by its lyrical prose and vivid imagery, which capture the innocence, curiosity, and complexities of childhood. Situated within the broader context of early 20th-century literature, the work reflects the era's burgeoning interest in psychology and child development, delving into the emotional and cognitive transformations that accompany each age. Wells employs a blend of narrative and poetic techniques, inviting readers to immerse themselves in the lives of young protagonists, thus highlighting the universal journey of growing up. Carolyn Wells, an accomplished writer and poet active during the early 1900s, was known for her keen observations of human behavior and her ability to convey depth through simplicity. Her own experiences with children and her engagement with contemporary educational theories likely informed her insights into childhood, allowing her to articulate both the joys and challenges faced by young individuals. As a prominent figure in her time, Wells contributed significantly to discussions surrounding childhood and education, making her works essential for understanding cultural attitudes towards youth. I highly recommend "The Seven Ages of Childhood" to readers who are interested in literary reflections on the formative years of life. This work not only provides an engaging narrative but also serves as an evocative exploration of the complexities inherent in growing up. As such, it remains relevant for anyone seeking to better understand the essence of childhood and its lasting impact on the human experience.
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In "Introduction to the Scientific Study of Education," Charles Hubbard Judd meticulously explores the intersection between educational theory and empirical research. This seminal work emphasizes the importance of scientific methods in understanding educational practices, situating itself within the burgeoning field of educational psychology in the early 20th century. Judd's arguments are enriched by his clear, systematic style, blending theoretical insights with practical applications, thereby inviting educators to apply scientific principles to their teaching methodologies and curriculum designs, setting a foundation for future educational research. Charles Hubbard Judd was a prominent American psychologist and educator whose work significantly shaped the discipline of educational psychology. Educated at the University of Chicago, Judd was influenced by contemporaries such as John Dewey and was motivated by a desire to reform education through rigorous analysis and systematic inquiry. His experiences as both a scholar and administrator provided him with unique insights into the challenges of education, leading him to advocate for a scientifically-informed approach to teaching that addresses the needs of students and society alike. This book is an essential read for educators, researchers, and policymakers seeking to ground their practices in scientific rigor. Judd's pioneering work not only provides valuable theoretical frameworks but also encourages a reflective and analytical approach to education that remains relevant today. Readers will benefit from Judd's insights, gaining tools to critically assess and enhance their educational practices in an ever-evolving landscape. In this enriched edition, we have carefully created added value for your reading experience: - A succinct Introduction situates the work's timeless appeal and themes. - The Synopsis outlines the central plot, highlighting key developments without spoiling critical twists. - A detailed Historical Context immerses you in the era's events and influences that shaped the writing. - A thorough Analysis dissects symbols, motifs, and character arcs to unearth underlying meanings. - Reflection questions prompt you to engage personally with the work's messages, connecting them to modern life. - Hand‐picked Memorable Quotes shine a spotlight on moments of literary brilliance. - Interactive footnotes clarify unusual references, historical allusions, and archaic phrases for an effortless, more informed read.
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In "Alice Sit-By-The-Fire," J. M. Barrie weaves a narrative that oscillates between whimsy and poignancy, creating a richly textured exploration of childhood and the complexities of adulthood. The story unfolds through the lens of a singular character, Alice, who embodies both innocence and emerging self-awareness as she navigates the emotional landscape of her relationships. Barrie's signature style, infused with lyrical prose and subtle humor, allows readers to perceive the intricate interplay between fantasy and reality, capturing the essence of Edwardian domestic life while challenging the conventions of gender roles and societal expectations. J. M. Barrie, best known for his immortal creation of Peter Pan, draws upon his own childhood experiences and deep understanding of human psychology to inform this work. Barrie's fascination with themes of youth, imagination, and the bittersweet passage of time resonates throughout his oeuvre, making "Alice Sit-By-The-Fire" a natural extension of his literary pursuits. The semi-autobiographical elements reflect his quest to reconcile the innocence of youth with the harsh truths of grown-up life, shaped in part by personal tragedy and his interaction with children. For readers seeking a thoughtful meditation on childhood and the complexities of adult life, "Alice Sit-By-The-Fire" is highly recommended. Barrie's ability to evoke deep emotional responses through charming yet poignant storytelling invites us to reflect on our own experiences of growing up and the stories we tell ourselves. This book stands as a compelling testament to the enduring power of narrative and the universal longing for connection. In this enriched edition, we have carefully created added value for your reading experience: - A succinct Introduction situates the work's timeless appeal and themes. - The Synopsis outlines the central plot, highlighting key developments without spoiling critical twists. - A detailed Historical Context immerses you in the era's events and influences that shaped the writing. - An Author Biography reveals milestones in the author's life, illuminating the personal insights behind the text. - A thorough Analysis dissects symbols, motifs, and character arcs to unearth underlying meanings. - Reflection questions prompt you to engage personally with the work's messages, connecting them to modern life. - Hand‐picked Memorable Quotes shine a spotlight on moments of literary brilliance. - Interactive footnotes clarify unusual references, historical allusions, and archaic phrases for an effortless, more informed read.
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In "The Playwork Book," Ann Macbeth expertly navigates the intricate realm of playwork, merging theoretical insights with practical applications. The book is a seminal text that articulates the philosophy and principles underlying playwork, emphasizing the importance of play as a vital component of child development. Macbeth's writing is characterized by clarity and accessibility, making complex ideas in child psychology and education comprehensible to a broad audience. Situated within the late 20th-century educational discourse, the book serves as both a manual for practitioners and a scholarly contribution that invites critical reflection on the role of play in children's lives. Ann Macbeth, an esteemed figure in playwork and children's education, draws from her extensive experience working directly with children to inform her writing. Her career has been marked by a commitment to enhancing play opportunities, which stems from her recognition of play as an essential, albeit often undervalued, aspect of childhood. Her insights reflect a deep understanding of the social and emotional dimensions of play, informed by the evolving landscapes of educational theory and practices. I highly recommend "The Playwork Book" to educators, playworkers, and parents alike, as it provides indispensable guidance on fostering rich play experiences. This book will not only deepen your appreciation for the transformative power of play but also equip you with practical strategies to support children's developmental needs in a nurturing environment.
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In "Better than Play," Mabel Quiller-Couch presents a compelling exploration into the intrinsic value of imaginative play in a child's development. Through a series of engaging narratives and thoughtful reflections, she delves into the connection between play and learning, elevating the discourse around childhood activities beyond mere recreation. Written in a lyrical and approachable style, Quiller-Couch weaves together anecdotes, insights from child psychology, and her own observations, creating a tapestry that emphasizes the importance of fostering creativity and exploration in educational settings. This work sits within the broader context of early 20th-century educational reform, resonating with contemporary movements that advocate for experiential learning. Mabel Quiller-Couch, a novelist and educator, was deeply influenced by her experiences as a teacher and her own childhood explorations. Her background in literature and her understanding of children's needs informed her views on the capabilities of imaginative engagement in fostering intellectual growth. This intimate connection to her topic enhances the authenticity of her arguments and allows her to speak eloquently to both parents and educators about the transformative power of imaginative play. "Better than Play" is an essential read for educators, parents, and anyone invested in the development of children. Quiller-Couch'Äôs insights offer a refreshing perspective that champions the necessity of play as a valuable educational tool, encouraging readers to reconsider traditional views of learning. Through this thought-provoking narrative, readers will find themselves inspired to advocate for a richer, more playful approach to childhood education.
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    Envisioning the future as worthy of its name, Ellen Key contends that a truly progressive age must be judged by how clearly it understands, how carefully it educates, and how steadfastly it safeguards the child, making childhood not a preparation for life but a vital part of life itself.

The Century of the Child is a seminal work of social thought and educational reform by the Swedish writer Ellen Key, first published in 1900 amid the cultural and political transformations of turn-of-the-century Europe. Neither novel nor narrative history, it belongs to the genre of essays and polemical reflection, assembling arguments about education, family, and society into a coherent manifesto. Written at a moment when industrialization, urbanization, and new democratic aspirations were reshaping daily life, the book situates the child at the center of these changes, arguing that modern civilization must reorient its institutions to nurture human development from the earliest years.

Readers encounter a work that blends passionate advocacy with reflective analysis, moving between concrete observation and wide-angled cultural critique. The voice is forthright and reformist, yet attentive to the everyday textures of home, school, and community. Rather than offering a rigid program, Key develops a set of principles and priorities, inviting debate and adaptation. The style is accessible, persuasive, and often visionary, creating an experience that feels at once practical and aspirational. The mood is earnest and urgent, suffused with moral seriousness about childhood as a social question and with confidence that humane reforms can produce a more just and cultivated society.

At the heart of the book is a defense of the child’s dignity and individuality, paired with a critique of educational practices that stifle curiosity and growth. Key presses readers to rethink discipline, authority, and the purposes of schooling, favoring environments that cultivate freedom, responsibility, and creativity rather than fear or rote obedience. She examines how familial bonds, social norms, and institutional routines shape the developing person, calling for a pedagogy that honors temperament, play, and experience. The argument reaches beyond classrooms to the fabric of collective life, asking parents, teachers, and policymakers to align their efforts with the needs of growing minds and bodies.

The Century of the Child emerges from the same historical currents that animated early movements for educational reform and women’s rights, and it addresses the overlapping responsibilities of home and state in protecting and fostering childhood. Key positions care, education, and culture as inseparable, urging that public policy recognize the formative power of the early years. Her analysis engages questions of social responsibility without reducing childhood to a problem of administration. Instead, she articulates an ethical vision of community life in which children’s welfare is a measure of civic health and a foundation for future citizenship, culture, and shared prosperity.

For contemporary readers, the book resonates as a touchstone for debates about children’s rights, school reform, and the balance between guidance and autonomy. Its insistence that every child deserves conditions conducive to flourishing speaks to ongoing discussions of mental well-being, equity, and the aims of education. While the context is early twentieth-century Europe, the questions Key raises—about trust in the learner, the role of affection and example, the responsibilities of institutions—remain urgent. The work encourages readers to examine inherited routines, to resist expediency that compromises development, and to consider how policy and practice can affirm human potential from the earliest years.

Approached as a living conversation rather than a closed doctrine, The Century of the Child offers a demanding yet hopeful framework for reimagining how families, schools, and societies care for the young. Some emphases reflect the era of its composition, but its central insight—that the future is shaped by how we treat children today—retains force. Readers can expect a thoughtful, often provocative companion that clarifies ideals, prompts self-scrutiny, and invites practical action. In attending to tone as much as thesis, Key models reform grounded in empathy and reason, making this work an enduring starting point for thinking about education and social renewal.
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    Ellen Key’s The Century of the Child announces a new social ethic in which the welfare and development of children become the central measure of progress. She surveys prevailing attitudes in home, school, religion, and law, arguing that traditional authoritarian models suppress personality and health. The book proposes that society’s institutions be redesigned to cultivate individuality, responsibility, and joy in learning. Key lays out a broad program—spanning domestic life, pedagogy, moral education, public policy, and legal reform—to align adult duties with children’s needs. Her premise is that safeguarding the conditions for growth in body, mind, and character will define the coming century’s achievements.

Key begins with the home as the child’s first environment. She emphasizes maternal and paternal responsibility, distinguishing genuine care from indulgence or possessive love. The book discusses hygiene, nutrition, fresh air, and rest as prerequisites for healthy development, and it underscores the value of calm rhythms over overstimulation. Aesthetic surroundings—light, order, and simple beauty—are presented as formative influences. Parents are urged to respect children’s temperaments, avoid needless commands, and model honesty and self-control. Early childhood, she maintains, thrives on affection, security, and freedom within clear limits, laying foundations for self-reliance. The home’s emotional climate becomes the baseline for later learning and moral growth.

Turning to early education, Key criticizes instruction that relies on rote learning, rigid timetables, and fear. She opposes corporal punishment and deceptive tactics used to enforce obedience, holding that trust and truthful speech cultivate conscience more effectively. Education, in her view, should awaken curiosity rather than drill for examinations. She favors stories, nature study, music, and hands-on activities that connect knowledge to lived experience. Parents and teachers share a moral duty to protect children’s spontaneity while guiding them to self-discipline. The goal is not submission but the steady formation of character through example, meaningful tasks, and gradually widening responsibility suited to each child’s stage.

In her treatment of schools, Key proposes reforms that make institutions serve children’s growth instead of bureaucratic demands. She promotes smaller classes, well-prepared teachers, and curricula that integrate manual training, crafts, and outdoor work with academic subjects. Coeducation and collaboration, she suggests, better mirror social life than strict segregation and competition. Homework and examinations should be reasonable, and artificial rewards and punishments minimized. The school is envisioned as an extension of the home, where practical skills, intellectual inquiry, and moral sense develop together. Field excursions, school gardens, and laboratories link learning to nature and society, helping children discover purpose and interest in study.

Key assigns a central role to play and creative activity. Play, she contends, is not mere leisure but a mode of growth, enabling experimentation with roles, practice of skills, and expression of imagination. Toys and games should encourage invention rather than passivity. She values physical exercise for health and character, recommending time outdoors and simple sports over excessive spectacle. Work suited to children’s capacities—gardening, handwork, and cooperative tasks—builds confidence and respect for effort. The balance of play and work nurtures perseverance and joy, preparing children to meet duties without losing spontaneity. This balance also protects childhood from premature pressures and utilitarian demands.

On moral and religious formation, Key recommends cultivating ethical insight through experience rather than dogma or fear. She urges replacing coercive instruction with opportunities for truthfulness, empathy, and responsibility. Stories, art, and encounters with nature can foster reverence and a sense of connection, while rituals gain meaning when linked to real duties and communal life. She warns against lies told to children—about authority, punishment, or sexuality—because such falsehoods undermine trust. Conscience, she argues, emerges from consistent example, fair treatment, and participation in shared work. Education should thus integrate feeling and reason, guiding children to judge actions by consequences for themselves and others.

Addressing adolescence, Key calls for clear guidance about bodily changes, sexuality, and social expectations. She criticizes the double standard that excuses men and penalizes women, and she advocates protection of young people from exploitation and prostitution. Love and marriage, she holds, should rest on mutual respect and responsibility to future children. She advances a controversial claim that society must promote responsible parenthood—sometimes framed as the child’s right to choose its parents—emphasizing heredity, health, and temperance. While insisting on compassion for mothers and children outside marriage, she seeks public measures to prevent preventable harm. Education in sexual ethics is presented as protective rather than punitive.

The book then widens to social policy. Key argues that child welfare requires reforms in labor, housing, and public health. She supports restrictions on child labor, improved working conditions for women, and protections for maternity. Cities, schools, and neighborhoods should provide fresh air, playgrounds, libraries, and access to art and music. She treats women’s emancipation as compatible with, and strengthened by, a social valuation of motherhood, calling for community resources—kindergartens, day nurseries, and health services—that share caregiving tasks. Economic security for families, shorter work hours, and cultural opportunities are framed as investments in children’s development and, by extension, in the ethical and productive vitality of society.

Finally, Key considers legal structures and public institutions. She urges fair treatment of children in courts and reformatories, prioritizing prevention and education over punishment. Laws should protect the rights of all children, including those born outside marriage, with attention to custody, support, and dignity. Teacher preparation and ongoing training are seen as essential to sustain reforms. Literature and art for children, she notes, must be chosen with care for truthfulness and developmental needs. The book closes by reiterating its central claim: societies will be judged by how they enable each child’s full growth. Making the century belong to the child means aligning every institution with that end.
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    Ellen Key’s The Century of the Child (Barnets århundrade) appeared in Stockholm in 1900, at the high tide of European industrialization and urban expansion. Sweden, transitioning from a largely agrarian society into an industrial economy, faced crowding in Stockholm, Gothenburg, and Malmö, with new factories drawing families into precarious wage labor. Across Europe, public debates about the “social question” centered on poverty, child labor, alcoholism, and education. Key wrote within this transnational climate, drawing on Scandinavian reform traditions yet engaging readers from Berlin to Rome and London. Her work reflects anxieties and hopes of the fin de siècle: faith in science and reform, fear of social disintegration, and the conviction that childhood would determine the future polity.

Accelerated industrialization between the 1870s and 1914 transformed work and family life across Northern Europe. In Sweden, textile and engineering plants proliferated, and children still entered paid labor despite reforms: the 1881 Factory and Handicraft Ordinance restricted work by those under 12; subsequent regulations in the 1890s limited hours and night shifts for youths. Parallel measures appeared elsewhere—Britain’s 1833 Factory Act and Germany’s revised Industrial Code of 1878 had already set precedents. Key’s arguments for abolishing exploitative child labor, expanding school time, and providing safe homes echoed these developments. The book’s moral urgency mirrors factory-town conditions, using contemporary data to condemn risks to children’s bodies and minds created by industrial capitalism.

Nineteenth-century school expansion reshaped childhood. Sweden’s 1842 Folkskola ordinance mandated elementary education, and by the 1890s attendance and teacher training had increased substantially. Internationally, educational innovation gained force: Friedrich Fröbel founded the kindergarten in 1837; John Dewey opened the Laboratory School in Chicago in 1896 and published The School and Society in 1899; Maria Montessori launched the Casa dei Bambini in Rome in 1907. Key aligns with this child-centered turn, urging curricula devoted to development, play, and art rather than rote memorization. The book engages these reforms comparatively, advocating coeducation, school hygiene, and smaller classes, and it situates Sweden within a broader European pedagogical reorientation that sought to cultivate autonomous, healthy citizens.

Women’s rights and the politics of motherhood shaped the book’s argument. The Swedish women’s movement institutionalized with the Fredrika Bremer Association in 1884 and the National Association for Women’s Suffrage (LKPR) in 1903; national suffrage arrived in 1921 after campaigns led by figures like Anna Whitlock and Signe Bergman. Earlier laws, including the 1874 Married Women’s Earnings Act, incrementally expanded women’s economic autonomy. Key’s insistence on “conscious motherhood,” parental education, and legal protections for mothers and children intersects with these reforms. While she diverged from some suffragists by prioritizing social motherhood over party politics, the book’s proposals for maternal support, sexual education, and family law reform respond directly to contemporaneous feminist and legislative debates.

The rise of labor politics reframed childhood welfare as a public responsibility. Sweden’s Social Democratic Party (SAP) was founded in Stockholm in 1889; the Swedish Trade Union Confederation (LO) emerged in 1898. Mass mobilizations for universal suffrage occurred in 1902, and the 1909 general strike dramatized class conflict, prompting parliamentary reforms (1907–1909) that broadened the franchise. These struggles exposed how low wages, long hours, and insecure housing harmed children’s nutrition, schooling, and health. Key’s book translates the labor movement’s “social question” into a child-centered agenda: she urges living wages for parents, municipal playgrounds, school meals, and housing reforms, arguing that social democracy’s legitimacy rests on measurable improvements in children’s lives.

Public health and social hygiene campaigns of the 1890s–1910s profoundly influenced Key’s emphasis on environment and heredity. Anti-tuberculosis leagues spread across Europe; in Sweden, national organizing intensified by 1904–1905 to combat the country’s leading killer. Municipal milk inspection, school medical exams, and sanatoria proliferated. At the same time, eugenic discourse entered policy circles, later institutionalized in Sweden with the 1922 State Institute for Racial Biology. Key’s text navigates this terrain: she champions prenatal care, sanitation, sunlight, and physical exercise, and controversially invokes “quality” in parenthood typical of her era’s vocabulary. The book channels public health’s data-driven ethos while urging humane, non-coercive reforms that prioritize children’s well-being over punitive moralism.

International politics and pacifism shaped the book’s call for educating for peace. The Hague Peace Conferences (1899, 1907) signaled hopes for arbitration; in Scandinavia, the peaceful dissolution of the Swedish-Norwegian union in 1905 reinforced nonviolent statecraft. The catastrophe of World War I (1914–1918), which Key witnessed after her book’s initial reception, exposed how militarism invaded schools, play, and civic rituals. Her educational program opposes drill-and-obedience models that prepare youth for war, instead promoting empathy, international literature, and social service. By linking civic education to cross-border cooperation, the book mirrors contemporary peace initiatives and argues that child-centered schooling is a strategic investment against future nationalist violence.

As social and political critique, The Century of the Child indicts the institutions that commodified childhood: factories that consumed young bodies, schools that dulled curiosity, courts and poor laws that punished families for poverty, and patriarchal codes that subordinated mothers. It exposes class divisions in housing, nutrition, and leisure, insisting that citizenship begins with secure childhoods. The book urges state and municipal action—labor protections, school meals, playgrounds, sex education, and maternal support—while warning against militarist and moralistic coercion. By tying democratic legitimacy to children’s welfare, Key reframes reform as a constitutional obligation of modern society, challenging elites to measure progress by the everyday conditions of the youngest.
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Filled with sad memories or eager hopes, people waited for the turn of the century, and as the clock struck twelve, felt innumerable undefined forebodings. They felt that the new century would certainly give them only one thing, peace. They felt that those who are labouring to-day would witness no new development in that process of change to which they had consciously or unconsciously contributed their quota.

The events at the turn of the century caused the new century to be represented as a small naked child, descending upon the earth, but drawing himself back in terror at the sight of a world bristling with weapons, a world in which for the opening century there was not an inch of free ground to set one's foot upon. Many people thought over the significance of this picture; they thought how in economic and in actual warfare all the lower passions of man were still aroused; how despite all the tremendous development of civilisation in the century just passed, man had not yet succeeded in giving to the struggle for existence nobler forms. Certainly to the question why this still is so, very different answers were given. Some contented themselves with declaring, after consideration, that things must remain just as they are, since human nature remains the same; that hunger, the propagation of the race, the desire for gold and power, will always control the course of the world. Others again were convinced that if the teaching which has tried in vain for nineteen hundred years to transform the course of the world could one day become a living reality in the souls of men, swords would be turned into pruning hooks.

My conviction is just the opposite. It is that nothing will be different in the mass except in so far as human nature itself is transformed, and that this transformation will take place, not when the whole of humanity becomes Christian, but when the whole of humanity awakens to the consciousness of the "holiness of generation[5]." This consciousness will make the central work of society the new race, its origin, its management, and its education; about these all morals, all laws, all social arrangements will be grouped. This will form the point of view from which all other questions will be judged, all other regulations made. Up to now we have only heard in academic speeches and in pedagogical essays that the training of youth is the highest function of a nation. In reality, in the family, in the school, and in the state, quite other standards are put in the foreground.

The new view of the "holiness of generation" will not be held by mankind until it has seriously abandoned the Christian point of view and taken the view, born thousands of years ago, whose victory has been first foreshadowed in the century just completed.

The thought of development not only throws light on the course of the world that lies behind us, continued through millions of years, with its final and highest point in man; it throws light, too, on the way we have to travel over; it shows us that we physically and psychically are ever in the process of becoming. While earlier days regarded man as a fixed phenomenon, in his physical and psychical relations, with qualities that might be perfected but could not be transformed, it is now known that he can re-create himself. Instead of a fallen man, we see an incompleted man, out of whom, by infinite modifications in an infinite space of time, a new being can come into existence. Almost every day brings new information about hitherto unsuspected possibilities; tells us of power extended physically or psychically. We hear of a closer reciprocal action between the external and internal world; of the mastery over disease, of the prolongation of life and youth; of increased insight into the laws of physical and psychical origins. People even speak of giving incurable blind men a new kind of capacity of sight, of being able to call back to life the dead; all this and much else which it must be allowed still belongs simply to the region of hypothesis, to what psychical and physical investigators reckon among possibilities. But there are enough great results analysed already to show that the transformations made by man before he became a human being are far from being the last word of his genesis. He who declares to-day that human nature always remains the same, that is, remains just as it did in those petty thousands of years in which our race became conscious of itself, shows in making this statement that he stands on the same level of reflection as an ichthyosaurus of the Jura period, that apparently had not even an intimation of man as a possibility of the future.

But he who knows that man has become what he now is under constant transformations, recognises the possibility of so influencing his future development that a higher type of man will be produced. The human will is found to be a decisive factor in the production of the higher types in the world of animal and plant life. With what concerns our own race, the improvement of the type of man, the ennobling of the human race, the accidental still prevails in both exalted and lower forms. But civilisation should make man conscious of an end and responsible in all these spheres where up to the present he has acted only by impulse, without responsibility. In no respect has culture remained more backward than in those things which are decisive for the formation of a new and higher race of mankind.

It will take the thorough influence of the scientific view of humanity to restore the full naïve conviction, belonging to the ancient world, of the significance of the body. In the later period of antiquity, in Socrates and Plato[3], the soul began to look down upon the body. The Renaissance tried to reconcile the two but the effort was unfortunately not serious enough. Boldness it did not lack, but its effort was not successful in carrying out a task which Goethe himself said must be approached both with boldness and with serious purpose. Only now that we know how soul and body together build up or undermine one another, people are beginning to demand again a second higher innocence in relation to the holiness and the rights of the body.

A Danish writer has shown how the Mosaic Seventh Commandment sinks back into nothing, as soon as one sees that marriage is only an accidental social form for the living together of two people, while the ethically decisive factor is the way they live together. In morality there is taking place a general displacement from objective laws of direction and compulsion to the subjective basis from which actions proceed. Ethics become an ethic of character, a matter dealing with the constitution of the temperament. We demand, we forgive, or we judge according to the inner constitution of the individual; we do not readily call an action immoral which only in an external point of view does not harmonise with the law or is opposed to the law. In each particular case we decide according to the inner circumstances of the individual. Applying this point of view to marriage, we find in the first place that this form offers no guarantee that the proper disposition towards the relation of the two sexes is present. This can exist as well outside of as within marriage. Many noble and earnest human beings prefer for their relation the freer form as the more moral one. But as the result of this, the significance of the Seventh Commandment[4] is altered, that states explicitly that every relationship of sex outside of marriage is immoral. People have commenced already to experiment with unions outside of marriage. People are looking for new forms for the common life between man and woman. The whole problem is being made the subject of debate.
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