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This carefully crafted ebook is formatted for your eReader with a functional and detailed table of contents. Chris Hemsworth (born 11 August 1983) is an Australian actor. He is known for playing Kim Hyde in the Australian TV series Home and Away (2004-07) and Thor in the Marvel Cinematic Universe since 2011. Hemsworth has also appeared in the science fiction action film Star Trek (2009), the thriller adventure A Perfect Getaway (2009), the horror comedy The Cabin in the Woods (2012), the dark-fantasy action film Snow White and the Huntsman (2012), the war film Red Dawn (2012), and the biographical sports drama film Rush (2013). This book has been derived from Wikipedia: it contains the entire text of the title Wikipedia article + the entire text of all the 203 related (linked) Wikipedia articles to the title article. This book does not contain illustrations. e-Pedia (an imprint of e-artnow) charges for the convenience service of formatting these e-books for your eReader. We donate a part of our net income after taxes to the Wikimedia Foundation from the sales of all books based on Wikipedia content.

Buy now and read (Advertising)




[image: The cover of the recommended book]


e-Pedia: Justin Bieber



Wikipedia contributors

9788026861331

8327

Buy now and read (Advertising)

This carefully crafted ebook is formatted for your eReader with a functional and detailed table of contents. Justin Drew Bieber ( born March 1, 1994) is a Canadian singer and songwriter. After a talent manager discovered him through his YouTube videos covering songs in 2008 and signed to RBMG, Bieber released his debut EP, My World, in late 2009. It was certified Platinum in the U.S. He became the first artist to have seven songs from a debut record chart on the Billboard Hot 100. Bieber released his first full-length studio album, My World 2.0, in 2010. It debuted at or near number one in several countries, was certified triple Platinum in the U.S., and contained his single "Baby". This book has been derived from Wikipedia: it contains the entire text of the title Wikipedia article + the entire text of all the 393 related (linked) Wikipedia articles to the title article. This book does not contain illustrations. e-Pedia (an imprint of e-artnow) charges for the convenience service of formatting these e-books for your eReader. We donate a part of our net income after taxes to the Wikimedia Foundation from the sales of all books based on Wikipedia content.
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Ryan Gosling






Ryan Thomas Gosling (born November 12, 1980)[1] is a Canadian actor and musician. He began his career as a child star on the Disney Channel's Mickey Mouse Club (1993–95) and went on to appear in other family entertainment programs including Are You Afraid of the Dark? (1995) and Goosebumps (1996). His first starring film role was as a Jewish neo-Nazi in The Believer (2001), and he went on to star in several independent films, including Murder by Numbers (2002), The Slaughter Rule (2002), and The United States of Leland (2003).

Gosling came to the attention of a wider audience in 2004 with a leading role in the commercially successful romantic drama The Notebook. His performance as a drug-addicted teacher in Half Nelson (2006) was nominated for an Academy Award[image: External link] and his performance as a socially inept loner in Lars and the Real Girl (2007) was nominated for a Golden Globe Award. After a three-year acting hiatus, Gosling starred in the marital drama Blue Valentine (2010), earning him a second Golden Globe nomination. Gosling co-starred in three mainstream films in 2011—the romantic comedy-drama Crazy, Stupid, Love, the political drama The Ides of March, and the action thriller Drive—and received two more Golden Globe nominations. Gosling's directorial debut Lost River was released in 2014 to poor reviews. Greater success came to Gosling when he starred in two critically acclaimed films—the financial comedy-drama The Big Short (2015) and the musical La La Land (2016). For the latter, he won a Golden Globe Award and received a second Oscar nomination.

Gosling's band, Dead Man's Bones, released their self-titled debut album and toured North America in 2009. He is a co-owner of Tagine, a Moroccan restaurant in Beverly Hills, California. He is a supporter of PETA, Invisible Children and the Enough Project and has traveled to Chad, Uganda and eastern Congo to raise awareness about conflicts in the regions.
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 Early life




Ryan Thomas Gosling was born in London, Ontario,[2] the son of Thomas Ray Gosling, a travelling salesman for a paper mill,[3] and Donna, a secretary who qualified as a high school teacher in 2011.[4][5] His father is of English, Scottish, and French Canadian descent; Ryan's great-great-grandfather, George Edward Gosling, was born in Paddington, London[image: External link], England.[6][7] Gosling's parents were Mormons,[8] and Gosling has said that the religion influenced every aspect of their lives.[9] However, he said he "never really could identify with [Mormonism]."[10] Because of his father's work, they "moved around a lot"[3] and Gosling lived in both Cornwall, Ontario,[11] and Burlington, Ontario.[12] His parents divorced when he was 13,[13] and he and his older sister Mandi lived with their mother,[4] an experience Gosling has credited with programming him "to think like a girl".[14]

Gosling was educated at Gladstone Public School,[15] Cornwall Collegiate and Vocational School and Lester B. Pearson High School.[16] As a child, he watched Dick Tracy and was inspired to become an actor.[17] He "hated" being a child,[9][18] was bullied in elementary school[19] and had no friends until he was "14 or 15".[20][21] In grade one, having been heavily influenced by the action film First Blood, he took steak knives to school and threw them at other children during recess. This incident led to a suspension.[18] He was unable to read[22] and was diagnosed with attention deficit hyperactivity disorder (ADHD), prescribed Ritalin, and placed in a class for special-needs students.[23] Consequently, his mother quit her job and homeschooled him for a year.[23] Gosling has said that homeschooling gave him "a sense of autonomy that I've never really lost".[9] Gosling performed in front of audiences from an early age, encouraged by his sister being a performer.[24] He and his sister sang together at weddings; he performed with Elvis Perry, his uncle's Elvis Presley tribute act,[25] and was involved with a local ballet company.[26] Performing boosted his self-confidence as it was the only thing he received praise for.[21] He developed an idiosyncratic accent because, as a child, he thought having a Canadian accent did not sound "tough". He began to model his accent on that of Marlon Brando.[27] He dropped out of high school at the age of 17 to focus on his acting career.[28]
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 Acting career
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 Child actor (1993–1999)




In 1993, at the age of 12, Gosling attended an open audition in Montreal[image: External link] for a revival of Disney Channel's Mickey Mouse Club.[24] He was given a two-year contract as a mouseketeer and moved to Orlando, Florida.[28] He appeared on-screen infrequently because other children were considered more talented.[29] Nonetheless, he has described the job as the greatest two years of his life.[28] Fellow cast members included Justin Timberlake, Britney Spears, and Christina Aguilera. Gosling has credited the experience with instilling in them "this great sense of focus."[30] He became particularly close friends with Timberlake and they lived together for six months during the second year of the show. Timberlake's mother became Gosling's legal guardian after his mother returned to Canada for work reasons.[31] Gosling has said that, even though he and Timberlake are no longer in touch, they are still supportive of each other.[30] Following the show's cancellation in 1995, Gosling returned to Canada and continued to appear in family entertainment television series including Are You Afraid of the Dark? (1995),[32] Goosebumps (1996)[32] and starred in Breaker High (1997–98) as Sean Hanlon.[32] At the age of 18, he moved to New Zealand to film the Fox Kids adventure series Young Hercules (1998–99) as the title character.[32] In 2002, he told the Vancouver Sun that he initially enjoyed working on the show, but began to care too much about the series, so it was no longer fun for him. He wanted to spend more time sitting with and devising a character as well as play a variety of roles, so he chose to enter film and not accept any more television work.[28]
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 Move to independent film (2000–2003)




At the age of nineteen, Gosling decided to move into "serious acting". He was dropped by his agent and initially found it difficult to secure work because of the "stigma" attached to children's television.[33] After a supporting role in the football drama Remember the Titans, Gosling secured a lead role as a young Jewish neo-Nazi in 2001's The Believer. Director Henry Bean said he cast Gosling because his Mormon upbringing helped him understand the isolation of Judaism.[34] Kevin Thomas of the Los Angeles Times praised an "electrifying and terrifyingly convincing" performance[35] while Todd McCarthy of Variety felt his "dynamite performance" could "scarcely have been better".[36] The film won the Grand Jury Prize at the Sundance Film Festival[37] and Gosling has described it as "the film that kind of gift-wrapped for me the career that I have now."[25] Because of the controversial nature of the film, it was difficult to secure financial backing for a full theatrical release[38] and the film was instead broadcast on Showtime[image: External link].[38] The film was a commercial failure, grossing just $416,925 worldwide from a production budget of $1.5 million.[39]

In 2002, Gosling co-starred in the psychological thriller Murder by Numbers with Sandra Bullock and Michael Pitt,[40] where Gosling and Pitt portrayed a pair of high school seniors who believe they can commit the perfect murder. Bullock played the detective tasked with investigating the crime. Lisa Schwarzbaum of Entertainment Weekly described him as "a phenomenal talent even in junk like this"[41] while Todd McCarthy of Variety felt that the "strong and "charismatic" young actors were "let down by the screenplay".[42] The film was a minor commercial success, grossing $56 million worldwide from a production budget of $50 million.[43] His second screen appearance of 2002 was in The Slaughter Rule with David Morse which explores the relationship between a high school football player and his troubled coach in rural Montana. Gosling has said that the opportunity to work with Morse made him "a better actor".[44] Stephen Holden of The New York Times described Gosling as "major star material" with a "rawness and an intensity that recall the young Matt Dillon"[45] while Manohla Dargis of the Los Angeles Times was won over by his "raw talent".[46] The film was released in just three US theatres and grossed $13,411.[47] In 2003, Gosling starred in The United States of Leland as a teenager imprisoned for the murder of a disabled boy. He was drawn to the role because it was unusual to find a character that was "emotionally disconnected for the whole film."[48] Roger Ebert of the Chicago Sun-Times felt that the "gifted actor does everything that can be done with Leland, but the character comes from a writer's conceits, not from life."[49] A.O. Scott of The New York Times noted that he "struggles to rescue Leland from the clutches of cliché"[50] while David Rooney of Variety felt that his "one-note, blankly disturbed act has none of the magnetic edge of his breakthrough work in The Believer".[51] The film grossed $343,847 in the United States and was not released overseas.[52]
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 The Notebook and Half Nelson (2004–2009)




Gosling came to the attention of a mainstream audience in 2004 after starring opposite fellow Canadian Rachel McAdams in the romantic drama film The Notebook, a film adaptation of Nicholas Sparks' novel of the same name, directed by Nick Cassavetes.[53] Gosling portrayed Noah Calhoun and commented on the role: "It gave me an opportunity to play a character over a period of time – from 1940 to 1946 – that was quite profound and formative."[54] Gosling sought to imbue his character with "quiet strength" and was inspired by the performance of Sam Shepard in Days of Heaven. Shepard co-starred in The Notebook.[55] Filming took place in Charleston, South Carolina, in late 2002 and early 2003.[56] Although Gosling and McAdams became romantically involved in 2005, they had a combative relationship on the set.[57][58] "We inspired the worst in each other," Gosling has said. "It was a strange experience, making a love story and not getting along with your co-star in any way."[9] At one point, Gosling asked Cassavetes to "bring somebody else in for my off-camera shot" because he felt McAdams was uncooperative.[58] The New York Times praised the "spontaneous and combustible" performances of the two leads and noted that, "against your better judgment, you root for the pair to beat the odds against them."[59] Desson Thomson of The Washington Post praised Gosling's "beguiling unaffectedness" and noted that "it's hard not to like these two or begrudge them a great love together".[60] The film grossed over $115 million worldwide and, with adjustments for inflation, it remains the most commercially successful film of Gosling's career as of 2012.[61] Gosling won four Teen Choice Awards[62] and an MTV Movie Award.[63] Entertainment Weekly has said that the movie contains the All-Time Best Movie Kiss[64] while the Los Angeles Times has included a scene from the film in a list of the 50 Classic Movie Kisses.[65] The Notebook has appeared on many Most Romantic Movies lists.[66][67][68][69]

In 2005, Gosling appeared as a disturbed young art student in Stay, a psychological thriller film co-starring Naomi Watts and Ewan McGregor. In an uncomplimentary review of the film, Manohla Dargis of The New York Times said that Gosling "like his fans, deserves better."[70] Todd McCarthy of Variety felt that the "capable" McGregor and Gosling "deliver nothing new from what they've shown before".[71] The film grossed $8 million worldwide.[72] Gosling was unfazed by the negative reaction: "I had a kid come up to me on the street, 10 years old, and he says, 'Are you that guy from Stay? What the f--- was that movie about?' I think that's great. I'm just as proud if someone says, 'Hey, you made me sick in that movie,' as if they say I made them cry.”[73] Gosling next starred in 2006's Half Nelson as a drug-addicted junior high school teacher who forms a bond with a young student. To prepare for the role, Gosling moved to New York for one month before shooting began. He lived in a small apartment in Brooklyn and spent time shadowing an eighth grade teacher.[74] Kenneth Turan of the Los Angeles Times described "a mesmerizing performance ... that shows the kind of deep understanding of character few actors manage."[75] Ruthe Stein of the San Francisco Chronicle drew comparisons with Marlon Brando and declared that "nobody who cares about great acting will want to miss his performance".[76] Roger Ebert felt the performance "proves he's one of the finest actors working in contemporary movies."[77] He was nominated for an Academy Award.[22] The film grossed $4 million at the worldwide box office.[78] In 2007, he was invited to join the Academy of Motion Picture Arts and Sciences.[79]

Gosling played an introvert who falls in love with a sex doll in the 2007 film Lars and the Real Girl. He drew inspiration from James Stewart's performance in Harvey.[80] Roger Ebert felt "a film about a life-sized love doll" had been turned into "a life-affirming statement of hope" because of "a performance by Ryan Gosling that says things that cannot be said".[81] Ann Hornaday of The Washington Post described his performance as "a small miracle ... because he changes and grows so imperceptibly before our eyes."[82] However, Manohla Dargis of The New York Times felt "the performance is a rare miscalculation in a mostly brilliant career."[83] He was nominated for a Golden Globe Award for Best Actor - Motion Picture Musical or Comedy.[84] The film was a box office failure, failing to recoup its $12 million production budget.[85] Gosling starred opposite Anthony Hopkins in the 2007 courtroom thriller Fracture. He originally turned down the role, but changed his mind when Hopkins signed on.[86] Gosling noted that he was drawn to his character, Willie, because he had flaws and seemed like a real person.[87] He spent time shadowing lawyers and observing courtroom proceedings in preparation for the role.[88] Claudia Puig of USA Today declared that "watching a veteran like Hopkins verbally joust with one of the best young actors in Hollywood is worth the price of admission".[89] Manohla Dargis of The New York Times felt it was a treat to watch "the spectacle of that crafty scene stealer Anthony Hopkins mixing it up with that equally cunning screen nibbler Ryan Gosling ... Each actor is playing a pulp type rather than a fully formed individual, but both fill in the blanks with an alchemical mix of professional and personal charisma."[90] The film grossed over $91 million worldwide.[91]

Gosling was scheduled to begin filming The Lovely Bones in 2007. However, he left the production two days before filming began because of "creative differences" and was replaced by Mark Wahlberg.[92] Gosling had been cast as the father of the murdered teenage girl and initially felt he was too young for the role. The director Peter Jackson[image: External link] and the producer Fran Walsh[image: External link] persuaded him that he could be aged with hair and make-up changes.[93] Before shooting began, Gosling gained 60 pounds in weight and grew a beard to appear older.[93] Walsh then "began to feel he was not right. It was our blindness, the desire to make it work no matter what."[93] Gosling later said, "We didn't talk very much during the preproduction process, which was the problem ... I just showed up on set, and I had gotten it wrong. Then I was fat and unemployed."[93] He has said the experience was "an important realisation for me: not to let your ego get involved. It's OK to be too young for a role."[94]
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 Widespread recognition (2010–2012)




Following a three-year absence from the big screen, Gosling starred in five movies in 2010 and 2011. "I’ve never had more energy,” Gosling has said. “I’m more excited to make films than I used to be. I used to kind of dread it. It was so emotional and taxing. But I’ve found a way to have fun while doing it. And I think that translates into the films.”[33] He has also spoken of feeling depressed when not working.[21]

In 2010, he co-starred with Michelle Williams in Derek Cianfrance's directorial debut, the marital drama Blue Valentine. The low-budget film was mainly improvised and Gosling has said "you had to remind yourself you were making a film".[95] Mick LaSalle of the San Francisco Chronicle felt he "brings a preternatural understanding of people to his performance"[96] while A.O. Scott of The New York Times found him "convincing as the run-down, desperate, older Dean, and maybe a bit less so as the younger version".[97][97] Owen Gleiberman of Entertainment Weekly noted that he "plays Dean as a snarky working-class hipster, but when his anger is unleashed, the performance turns powerful."[98] However, Wesley Morris of The Boston Globe felt the performance was an example of "hipsterism misdirected".[99] He was nominated for a Golden Globe Award for Best Actor – Motion Picture Drama.[100] The film was a box office success, grossing over $12 million worldwide from a production budget of $1 million.[101] Gosling's second on-screen appearance of 2010 was in the mystery film All Good Things with Kirsten Dunst, based on a true story. He played the role of New York real-estate heir Robert Durst, who was investigated for the disappearance of his wife (played by Dunst).[102] Gosling found the filming process to be a "dark experience" and did not undertake any promotional duties for the film.[103] When asked if he was proud of the film, he replied, "I'm proud of what Kirsten does in the movie."[103] Peter Travers of Rolling Stone felt he "gets so deep into character you can feel his nerve endings."[104] Mick La Salle of the San Francisco Chronicle found the "chameleonic Gosling is completely convincing as this empty shell of a man".[105] Betsy Sharkey of the Los Angeles Times felt that the film belonged to Dunst, but noted that Gosling "is good too".[106] The film grossed $644,535 worldwide.[107] Also in 2010, Gosling narrated and produced ReGeneration, a documentary that explores the cynicism in today’s youth towards social and political causes.[108][109]

2011 saw Gosling expand his horizons by appearing in three diverse, high-profile roles. He co-starred in his first comedic role in the romantic comedy-drama Crazy, Stupid, Love, with Steve Carell and Emma Stone.[110] Gosling took cocktail-making classes at a Los Angeles bar in preparation for his role as a smooth-talking ladies' man.[111] Ann Hornaday of The Washington Post said his "seductive command presence suggests we may have found our next George Clooney".[112] Peter Travers declared him "a comic knockout"[113] while Claudia Puig of USA Today felt he reveals a "surprising" "knack for comedy."[114] He was nominated for a Golden Globe Award for Best Actor - Motion Picture Musical or Comedy.[115] The film was a box office success, grossing over $142 million worldwide.[116] With adjustments for inflation, it is the second most successful of Gosling's career.[61]

Gosling's first action role was in Drive, based on a novel by James Sallis[image: External link].[117] Gosling portrayed a Hollywood stunt performer who moonlights as a getaway driver and he has described the film as a "violent John Hughes[image: External link] movie": "I always thought if Pretty in Pink had head-smashing it would be perfect".[118] Roger Ebert compared Gosling to Steve McQueen and stated that he "embodies presence and sincerity ... he has shown a gift for finding arresting, powerful characters [and] can achieve just about anything.[119] Joe Morgenstern of the Wall Street Journal pondered "the ongoing mystery of how he manages to have so much impact with so little apparent effort. It's irresistible to liken his economical style to that of Marlon Brando."[120] The film was a box office success, grossing $70 million worldwide from a production budget of $15 million.[121]

In his final appearance of 2011, Gosling co-starred with Philip Seymour Hoffman in the political drama The Ides of March directed by George Clooney, in which he played an ambitious press secretary.[122] Gosling partly decided to do the film to become more politically aware: "I'm Canadian and so American politics aren't really in my wheelhouse."[123] Joe Morganstern of the Wall Street Journal said that Gosling and Hoffman "are eminently well equipped to play variations on their characters' main themes. Yet neither actor has great material to conjure with in the script."[124] In a generally tepid review, Kenneth Turan of the Los Angeles Times asserted that it was "certainly involving to see the charismatic Gosling verbally spar with superb character actors like Hoffman and [Paul] Giamatti."[125] Mick LaSalle of the San Francisco Chronicle felt there was "one aspect to the character that Gosling can't quite nail down, that might simply be outside his sphere, which is idealism."[126] He was nominated for a Golden Globe Award for Best Actor – Motion Picture Drama.[115] The film grossed $66 million worldwide.[127]
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 Mixed critical notices and directorial debut (2013–present)




In 2013's Gangster Squad, a crime thriller, Gosling portrayed Sgt. Jerry Wooters, a 1940s LAPD[image: External link] officer who attempts to outsmart mob boss Mickey Cohen (played by Sean Penn). He was reunited with Emma Stone as his love interest, after their earlier pairing in Crazy, Stupid Love. Stone has said she hopes they will find more projects to work together on.[128] A.O. Scott of The New York Times described the film as an excuse for the cast "to earn some money trying out funny voices and suppressing whatever sense of nuance they might possess."[129] Christy Lemire of the Boston Globe criticized Gosling's "weird, whispery voice" and his "barely developed, one-note" character.[130] However, Betsy Sharkey of the Los Angeles Times felt that there was "a seductive power" in the scenes shared by Gosling and Stone: "But like too much else in the film, it's a scenario that is only half played out."[131] In The Place Beyond the Pines, a generational drama directed by Blue Valentine's Derek Cianfrance,[132] Gosling portrayed Luke, a motorcycle stunt rider who robs banks to provide for his family.[133] The shoot was described by Gosling as "the best experience I have ever had making a film."[26] A. O. Scott of the New York Times praised the performance: "Mr. Gosling’s cool self-possession — the only thing he was allowed to display in “Drive” — is complicated, made interesting, by hints of childlike innocence and vulnerability."[134] Scott Foundas of The Village Voice was unimpressed: "Gosling's character verges on parody ... Gosling uses a soft, wounded half-whisper that tells us this is all some kind of put-on ... It's a close variation on the role Gosling played to stronger effect in Nicolas Winding Refn's existential Hollywood thriller, Drive, where it was clear the character was meant to be an abstraction."[135] David Denby of The New Yorker remarked that he "reprises his inexorable-loner routine".[136] The film has grossed $35 million worldwide from a production budget of $15 million.[137]

Later that year, Gosling starred in the violent revenge drama Only God Forgives,[138] directed by Drive's Nicolas Winding Refn. Gosling undertook Muay Thai training in preparation for the role[139] and has described the script as "the strangest thing I’ve ever read".[139] David Edelstein of New York Magazine stated: "Gosling looked like a major actor as a skinhead in The Believer and a star in Half Nelson. Then he stopped acting and started posing. His performance in Only God Forgives (would God forgive that title?) is one long, moist stare".[140] Peter Debruge of Variety remarked that "the wallpaper emotes more than Ryan Gosling."[141] Stephen Holden of the New York Times criticized Gosling's inability "to give his automaton any suggestion of an inner life".[142] Peter Travers of Rolling Stone commented that Gosling, while "meant to be a blank page for us to write on, often looks merely blank".[143] Betsy Sharkey of the Los Angeles Times was disappointed by Gosling's performance: "Gosling moves through "Only God Forgives" like a mannequin waiting to be brought to life ... has never been less dimensional".[144] Sara Stewart of the New York Post was unimpressed: "Gosling reprises his man-of-few-words persona ... Enough already."[145]

In early 2013, Gosling announced that he was taking a break from acting, stating,“I’ve lost perspective on what I’m doing. I think it’s good for me to take a break and reassess why I’m doing it and how I’m doing it. And I think this is probably a good way to learn about that.”[146] Gosling's directorial debut Lost River competed in the Un Certain Regard section at the 2014 Cannes Film Festival.[147] The "fantasy noir", written by Gosling, stars Christina Hendricks, Ben Mendelsohn, and Matt Smith.[148][149] The film received largely unfavorable reviews.[150] Peter Bradshaw of The Guardian found it "insufferably conceited" and remarked that Gosling had lost "any sense of proportion or humility."[151] Robbie Collin of The Telegraph described Lost River as "mind-bogglingly pleased with itself"[152] while Variety's Justin Chang dismissed the "derivative" film as a "train-wreck."[153]

In 2015, he played a bond salesman in the financial drama The Big Short, a Best Picture nominee at the 2016 Academy Awards. David Sims of The Atlantic felt he was "smarmily funny, somehow simultaneously magnetic and repulsive; after years wandering the halls of mediocre art cinema, it’s wonderful to see him cut loose again."[154] Peter Travers of Rolling Stone said: "Gosling, a virtuoso of verbal sleaze, talks directly to the camera, and he's volcanically fierce and funny."[155] Chris Nashawaty of Entertainment Weekly felt he "oozes smarm and smartass charm."[156] However, Peter Keogh of the Boston Globe said he was merely "doing a fair imitation of Bradley Cooper."[157]

In 2016, Gosling starred in the dark detective comedy The Nice Guys, opposite Russell Crowe[image: External link],[158] and in the musical comedy La La Land, for which he received the Golden Globe Award for Best Actor – Motion Picture Musical or Comedy and his second Academy Award for Best Actor[image: External link] nomination.[159] Gosling also filmed an appearance in the upcoming Terrence Malick film Song to Song.[160] The film also stars Christian Bale, Cate Blanchett, Rooney Mara, Haley Bennett, Val Kilmer and Michael Fassbender.[161] When asked to provide details of the film or his role, Gosling replied, "I can't comment. A 'Chatty Cathy' that one."[162] Gosling had previously signed on to work with Malick in 2004 on the biographical film Che.[163] However, Malick left the project to direct The New World and Gosling later dropped out with scheduling conflicts.[164] It has been announced that Gosling will play an undisclosed role in the sequel to Blade Runner, which began filming in early July 2016.[165]
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 Music career




Main article: Dead Man's Bones


In 2007, Gosling made a solo recording called "Put Me in the Car" available for download on the Internet.[166] Also that year, Gosling and his friend Zach Shields formed the indie rock band Dead Man's Bones. The two first met in 2005 when Gosling was dating Rachel McAdams and Shields was dating her sister, Kayleen.[167][168] They initially conceived of the project as a monster-themed musical but settled on forming a band when they realized putting on a stage production would be too expensive.[167] They recorded their self-titled debut album with the Silverlake Conservatory's Children's Choir and learned to play all the instruments themselves.[167] Gosling contributed vocals, piano, guitar, bass guitar and cello to the record.[168] The album was released through ANTI- Records on October 6, 2009.[169] Pitchfork Media[image: External link] was won over by the "unique, catchy and lovably weird record"[170] while Prefix felt the album was "rarely kitschy and never inappropriate".[171] However, Spin[image: External link] felt the album "doesn't reverse the rule that actors make dubious pop musicians"[172] and Entertainment Weekly criticized its "cloying, gothic preciousness".[173]

In September 2009, Gosling and Shields had a three-night residency at LA's Bob Baker Marionette Theater where they performed alongside dancing neon skeletons and glowing ghosts.[168][174] They then conducted a thirteen-date tour of North America[image: External link] in October 2009, using a local children's choir at every show.[175][176] Instead of an opening act, a talent show was held each night.[177] In September 2010, they performed at Los Angeles' FYF Festival. In 2011, the actor spoke of his intentions to record a second Dead Man's Bones album. No children's choir will be featured on the follow-up album because "it's not very rock 'n' roll".[178]
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 Charity work




Gosling is supportive of various social causes. He has worked with PETA on a campaign to encourage KFC and McDonald's to use improved methods of chicken slaughter in their factories, and on a campaign encouraging dairy farmers to stop de-horning cows.[179][180][181] Gosling volunteered in Biloxi, Mississippi in 2005, as part of the clean-up effort following Hurricane Katrina.[182] He is a supporter of Invisible Children Inc, a group that raises awareness about the LRA in Central Africa.[183] In 2005, Gosling travelled to Darfur refugee camps in Chad.[22][184] He was a speaker at Campus Progress's National Conference in 2008 where he discussed Darfur.[185] As part of his work with the Enough Project, he visited Uganda in 2007[186] and eastern Congo in 2010.[187]
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 Personal life




Gosling previously resided in New York City[image: External link] with his mixed-breed dog, George.[17][188] He co-owns Tagine, a Moroccan restaurant in Beverly Hills, California.[189] He bought the restaurant on an impulse; he has said that he spent "all [his] money" on it,[190] spent a year doing the renovation work himself, and now oversees the restaurant's menus.[190][191]
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 Relationships




Gosling dated his Murder by Numbers co-star Sandra Bullock from 2002 to 2003.[192] Gosling dated his co-star from The Notebook, fellow Canadian Rachel McAdams, from mid‑2005 to mid‑2007,[193] and they briefly reunited in 2008.[194][195]

In September 2011, Gosling began dating his The Place Beyond the Pines co-star Eva Mendes.[196] He has two daughters with Mendes, born in September 2014 and April 2016.[197][198]
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 Filmography
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 Film






	Year
	Title
	Role
	Notes



	1997
	Frankenstein and Me
	Kenny
	



	2000
	Remember the Titans
	Alan Bosley
	



	2001
	Believer, TheThe Believer
	Danny Balint
	



	2002
	Murder by Numbers
	Richard Haywood
	



	2002
	Slaughter Rule, TheThe Slaughter Rule
	Roy Chutney
	



	2003
	United States of Leland, TheThe United States of Leland
	Leland P. Fitzgerald
	



	2004
	The Notebook
	Noah Calhoun
	



	2005
	Stay
	Henry Letham
	



	2006
	Half Nelson
	Dan Dunne
	



	2007
	Fracture
	Willy Beachum
	



	2007
	Lars and the Real Girl
	Lars Lindstrom
	



	2010
	Blue Valentine
	Dean Pereira
	Also executive producer



	2010
	All Good Things
	David Marks
	



	2010
	Regeneration
	Narrator
	Documentary; also producer



	2011
	Crazy, Stupid, Love
	Jacob Palmer
	



	2011
	Drive
	The Driver
	



	2011
	Ides of March, TheThe Ides of March
	Stephen Meyers
	



	2012
	Place Beyond the Pines, TheThe Place Beyond the Pines
	Luke Glanton
	



	2013
	Gangster Squad
	Sgt. Jerry Wooters
	



	2013
	Only God Forgives
	Julian
	Also executive producer



	2013
	White Shadow
	
	Executive producer[199]



	2014
	Lost River
	
	Director, writer and producer



	2015
	The Big Short
	Jared Vennett
	



	2016
	The Nice Guys
	P.I. Holland March
	



	2016
	La La Land
	Sebastian Wilder
	



	2017
	Song to Song[200]
	BV
	



	2017
	Blade Runner 2049
	K
	Post-production
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 Television






	Year
	Title
	Role
	Notes



	1993–1995
	Mickey Mouse Club
	Himself
	3 episodes



	1995
	Are You Afraid of the Dark?
	Jamie Leary
	Episode: "The Tale of Station 109.1"



	1996
	PSI Factor: Chronicles of the Paranormal
	Adam
	Episode: "Dream House/UFO Encounter"



	1996
	Kung Fu: The Legend Continues
	Kevin
	Episode: "Dragon's Lair"



	1996
	Road to Avonlea
	Bret McNulty
	Episode: "From Away"



	1996
	Goosebumps
	Greg Banks
	Episode: "Say Cheese and Die"



	1996
	Adventures of Shirley Holmes, TheThe Adventures of Shirley Holmes
	Sean
	Episode: "The Case of the Burning Building"



	1996
	Flash Forward
	Scott Stuckey
	2 episodes



	1996
	Ready or Not
	Matt Kalinsky
	Episode: "I Do, I Don't"



	1997–1998
	Breaker High
	Sean Hanlon
	44 episodes



	1998
	Nothing Too Good for a Cowboy
	Tommy
	Television film



	1998–1999
	Young Hercules
	Hercules
	50 episodes



	1998
	Hercules: The Legendary Journeys
	Zylus
	Episode: "The Academy"



	1999
	Unbelievables, TheThe Unbelievables
	Josh
	Pilot



	2005
	I'm Still Here: Real Diaries of Young People Who Lived During the Holocaust
	Ilya Gerber
	Television documentary



	2015
	Saturday Night Live
	Himself (host)
	Episode: "Ryan Gosling/Leon Bridges"
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 Discography






	Year
	Title
	Peak chart positions
	Album



	AUT

[201]
	BEL (Vl)

[202]
	FRA

[203]
	SPA

[204]
	SWI

[205]
	UK

[206]



	2009
	"Dead Man's Bones"

(with Dead Man's Bones)
	—
	—
	—
	—
	—
	—
	N/A



	2011
	"You Always Hurt the Ones You Love"
	—
	—
	—
	—
	—
	—
	Blue Valentine: Original Motion Picture Soundtrack



	2016
	"A Lovely Night"

(with Emma Stone)
	—
	—
	75
	—
	—
	—
	La La Land: Original Motion Picture Soundtrack



	"City of Stars"
	—
	—
	10
	—
	—
	—



	"City of Stars"

(with Emma Stone)
	68
	30
	194
	14
	48
	53



	"—" denotes a single that did not chart or was not released.
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 Awards and nominations




Main article: List of awards and nominations received by Ryan Gosling
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2014 Cannes Film Festival






The 67th annual Cannes Film Festival[image: External link] was held from 14 to 25 May 2014.[1] New Zealand film director Jane Campion[image: External link] was the head of the jury for the main competition section.[2] The Palme d'Or[image: External link] was awarded to the Turkish film Winter Sleep[image: External link] directed by Nuri Bilge Ceylan[image: External link].[3][4]

The festival opened with the long delayed Grace of Monaco[image: External link], directed by Olivier Dahan[image: External link] and starring Nicole Kidman[image: External link] as Grace Kelly[image: External link], which played out of competition.[5][6] The restored 4K version[image: External link] of Sergio Leone[image: External link]'s 1964 western A Fistful of Dollars[image: External link], served as the closing night film.[7] Due to European Parliament elections[image: External link] taking place on 25 May 2014, the winner of the Palme d'Or[image: External link] was announced on 24 May, and the winning film in the Un Certain Regard section announced on 23 May.[8] The festival poster featured Italian actor Marcello Mastroianni from Federico Fellini[image: External link]'s 1963 film 8½[image: External link], which was presented in the 1963 Cannes Film Festival[image: External link]'s Official Selection, within the Out of Competition section.[9]

The Official Selection of films for the 2014 festival, including the line-up for the Main Competition, was announced on 17 April 2014.[1] French actor Lambert Wilson[image: External link] hosted the opening and closing ceremonies.[10][11]



TOP
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 Key





	


	*
	Directorial debut feature; eligible for the Caméra d'Or[image: External link]




	†
	Winner of the main award for best film in its section



	The opening and closing films are screened during the opening and closing ceremonies respectively.
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 Official selection
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 In competition




The films announced to compete for the Palme d'Or[image: External link] were named at the Cannes press conference on 17 April 2014.[12][13]



	English title
	Original title
	Director(s)
	Production country



	Clouds of Sils Maria[image: External link]
	Sils Maria
	Olivier Assayas[image: External link]
	Germany, France, Switzerland



	Saint Laurent[image: External link]
	Saint Laurent
	Bertrand Bonello[image: External link]
	France



	Winter Sleep[image: External link] †
	Kış Uykusu
	Nuri Bilge Ceylan[image: External link]
	Turkey, Germany, France



	Maps to the Stars[image: External link]
	Maps to the Stars
	David Cronenberg[image: External link]
	Canada, United States



	Two Days, One Night[image: External link]
	Deux jours, une nuit
	Jean-Pierre Dardenne, Luc Dardenne[image: External link]
	Belgium, Italy, France



	Mommy[image: External link]
	Mommy
	Xavier Dolan[image: External link]
	Canada



	The Captive[image: External link]
	Captives
	Atom Egoyan[image: External link]
	Canada



	Goodbye to Language[image: External link]
	Adieu au langage
	Jean-Luc Godard[image: External link]
	France, Switzerland



	The Search[image: External link]
	The Search
	Michel Hazanavicius[image: External link]
	France



	The Homesman[image: External link]
	The Homesman
	Tommy Lee Jones[image: External link]
	United States



	Still the Water[image: External link]
	２つ目の窓 Futatsume no mado
	Naomi Kawase[image: External link]
	Japan



	Mr. Turner[image: External link]
	Mr. Turner
	Mike Leigh[image: External link]
	United Kingdom



	Jimmy's Hall[image: External link]
	Jimmy's Hall
	Ken Loach[image: External link]
	United Kingdom, Ireland, France



	Foxcatcher[image: External link]
	Foxcatcher
	Bennett Miller[image: External link]
	United States



	The Wonders[image: External link]
	Le meraviglie
	Alice Rohrwacher[image: External link]
	Italy, Switzerland, Germany



	Timbuktu[image: External link]
	Timbuktu
	Abderrahmane Sissako[image: External link]
	France, Mauritania



	Wild Tales[image: External link]
	Relatos salvajes
	Damián Szifrón[image: External link]
	Argentina, Spain



	Leviathan[image: External link]
	Левиафан Leviathan
	Andrey Zvyagintsev[image: External link]
	Russia
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 Un Certain Regard




Party Girl[image: External link], directed by Marie Amachoukeli[image: External link], Claire Burger[image: External link] and Samuel Theis[image: External link], was selected as the opening film in the Un Certain Regard section.[14][15][16][17]



	English title
	Original title
	Director(s)
	Production country



	Party Girl[image: External link]*
	Party Girl
	Marie Amachoukeli[image: External link], Claire Burger[image: External link], Samuel Theis[image: External link]
	France



	Mad Love[image: External link]
	Amour Fou
	Jessica Hausner[image: External link]
	Austria, Luxembourg, Germany



	Bird People[image: External link]
	Bird People
	Pascale Ferran[image: External link]
	France



	The Blue Room[image: External link]
	La chambre bleue
	Mathieu Amalric[image: External link]
	France



	Charlie's Country[image: External link]
	Charlie's Country
	Rolf de Heer[image: External link]
	Australia



	A Girl at My Door[image: External link]*
	도희야 Dohee-ya
	July Jung[image: External link]
	South Korea



	The Disappearance of Eleanor Rigby[image: External link]*
	The Disappearance of Eleanor Rigby
	Ned Benson[image: External link]
	United States



	Fantasia[image: External link]
	幻想曲 Fantasia
	Wang Chao[image: External link]
	China, France



	Force Majeure[image: External link]
	Turist
	Ruben Östlund[image: External link]
	Sweden



	That Lovely Girl[image: External link]
	Loin de mon père
	Keren Yedaya[image: External link]
	Israel, France



	Beautiful Youth[image: External link]
	Hermosa juventud
	Jaime Rosales[image: External link]
	Spain, France



	Misunderstood[image: External link]
	Incompresa
	Asia Argento[image: External link]
	Italy, France



	Jauja[image: External link]
	Jauja
	Lisandro Alonso[image: External link]
	Denmark, United States, Argentina



	Lost River*
	Lost River
	Ryan Gosling
	United States



	Run[image: External link]*
	Run
	Philippe Lacôte
	France, Ivory Coast



	The Salt of the Earth[image: External link]
	The Salt of the Earth
	Wim Wenders[image: External link] and Juliano Ribeiro Salgado[image: External link]
	France, Italy, Brazil



	Snow in Paradise[image: External link]*
	Snow in Paradise
	Andrew Hulme
	United Kingdom



	Titli[image: External link]*
	Titli
	Kanu Behl[image: External link]
	India



	Xenia[image: External link]
	Ξενία Xenia
	Panos H. Koutras[image: External link]
	Greece, France, Belgium



	White God[image: External link] †
	Fehér isten
	Kornél Mundruczó[image: External link]
	Hungary, Germany, Sweden
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 Out of competition




The following films were screened out of competition:[15][16][17]



	English title
	Original title
	Director(s)
	Production country



	Coming Home[image: External link]
	歸來 Gui lai
	Zhang Yimou[image: External link]
	China



	How to Train Your Dragon 2[image: External link]
	How to Train Your Dragon 2
	Dean DeBlois[image: External link]
	United States



	Grace of Monaco[image: External link] (opening film)
	Grace of Monaco
	Olivier Dahan[image: External link]
	United States, France



	In the Name of My Daughter[image: External link]
	L'homme qu'on aimait trop
	André Téchiné[image: External link]
	France





	Midnight screenings





	English title
	Original title
	Director(s)
	Production country



	The Rover[image: External link]
	The Rover
	David Michôd[image: External link]
	Australia



	The Salvation[image: External link]
	The Salvation
	Kristian Levring[image: External link]
	Denmark



	The Target[image: External link]
	표적 Pyo Jeok
	Chang[image: External link] (Yoon Hong-seung)
	South Korea





	Special screenings





	English title
	Original title
	Director(s)
	Production country



	Bridges of Sarajevo[image: External link]
	Les Ponts de Sarajevo
	Aida Begić[image: External link], Isild Le Besco[image: External link], Leonardo di Constanzo, Pedro Costa[image: External link], Jean-Luc Godard[image: External link], Kamen Kalev[image: External link], Sergei Loznitsa[image: External link], Vincenzo Marra[image: External link], Ursula Meier[image: External link], Vladimir Perišić[image: External link], Cristi Puiu[image: External link], Marc Recha[image: External link] and Angela Schanelec[image: External link]
	Bulgaria, Germany, Italy, Portugal, Bosnia and Herzegovina, France



	Cartoonists - Foot Soldiers of Democracy[image: External link]
	Caricaturistes – Fantassins de la démocratie
	Stéphanie Valloatto
	France



	Maidan[image: External link]
	Майдан Maidan
	Sergei Loznitsa[image: External link]
	Ukraine



	Red Army[image: External link]
	Red Army
	Gabe Polsky[image: External link]
	United States



	Silvered Water, Syria Self-Portrait[image: External link]
	ماء الفضة Eau argentée, Syrie autoportrait
	Ossama Mohammed[image: External link]
	Syria



	Of Men and War[image: External link]
	Des hommes et de la guerre
	Laurent Bécue-Renard
	France, Switzerland



	The Owners[image: External link]
	
	Adilkhan Yerzhanov
	Kazakhstan



	Geronimo[image: External link]
	Géronimo
	Tony Gatlif[image: External link]
	France



	The Ardor[image: External link]
	El Ardor
	Pablo Fendrik
	Argentina, Brazil, France, United States





	70th anniversary celebration of Le Monde[image: External link] newspaper





	English title
	Original title
	Director(s)
	Production country



	People of the World
	Les Gens du Monde
	Yves Jeuland[image: External link]
	France
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 Short films




Out of 3,450 submissions, the following films were selected to compete for the Short Film Palme d'Or[image: External link]. Italian film A passo d'uomo by Giovanni Aloi was removed from the selection because Aloi broke the regulations for the selection.[18][19][20]



	English title
	Original title
	Director(s)
	Production country



	The Administration of Glory
	The Administration of Glory
	Ran Huang
	China



	Invisible Spaces
	Ukhilavi Sivrtseebi
	Dea Kulumbegashvili
	Georgia



	Happo-en
	Happo-en
	Masahiko Sato, Takayoshi Ohara, Yutaro Seki, Masayuki Toyota and Kentaro Hirase
	Japan



	Leidi[image: External link] †
	Leidi
	Simón Mesa Soto
	Colombia, United Kingdom



	The Last One
	Sonuncu
	Sergey Pikalov
	Azerbaijan



	The Execution
	A kivégzés
	Petra Szőcs
	Hungary, Romania



	Aïssa
	Aïssa
	Clement Tréhin-Lalanne
	France



	Les corps étrangers
	Les corps étrangers
	Laura Wandel
	Belgium



	Yes We Love
	Ja, vi elsker
	Hallvar Witzø[image: External link]
	Norway
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 Cinéfondation




The Cinéfondation[image: External link] section focuses on films made by students at film schools. The following 16 entries (14 fiction films and 2 animation films) were selected, out of more than 1,631 submissions from 320 different schools. Half of the films selected have been directed by women.[18][19]



	English title
	Original title
	Director(s)
	School



	Our Blood
	Our Blood
	Max Chan
	Hampshire College[image: External link], USA



	Home Sweet Home
	Home Sweet Home
	Pierre Clenet, Alejandro Diaz, Romain Mazevet and Stéphane Paccolat
	Supinfocom Arles[image: External link], France



	The Aftermath of the Inauguration of the Public Toilet at Kilometer 375
	ما حدث بعد وضع حجز الأساس لمشروع الحمام بالكيلو 375
	Omar El Zohairy
	High Cinema Institute, Academy of Arts[image: External link], Egypt



	Stone Cars
	Stone Cars
	Reinaldo Marcus Green
	NYU Tisch School of the Arts[image: External link], USA



	Last Trip Home
	Last Trip Home
	Han FengYu
	Ngee Ann Polytechnic[image: External link], Singapore



	A Radiant Life
	Une vie radieuse
	Meryll Hardt
	Le Fresnoy, France



	Niagara
	Niagara
	Chie Hayakawa
	ENBU Seminar, Japan



	Oh Lucy!
	Oh Lucy!
	Atsuko Hirayanagi
	NYU Tisch School of the Arts Asia[image: External link], Singapore



	The Visit
	The Visit
	Inbar Horesh
	Minshar for Art, School and Center, Israel



	Moonless Summer
	Leto bez meseca
	Stefan Ivančić
	Faculty of Dramatic Arts[image: External link], Serbia



	The Bigger Picture[image: External link]
	The Bigger Picture
	Daisy Jacobs
	National Film and Television School[image: External link], UK



	Provincia
	Provincia
	György Mór Kárpáti
	University of Theatre and Film Arts, Hungary



	Breath
	Soom
	Hyun Ju Kwon
	Chung-Ang University[image: External link], South Korea



	Thunderbirds
	Les Oiseaux-Tonnerre
	Léa Mysius
	La Fémis[image: External link], France



	Sourdough
	Lievito madre
	Fulvio Risuleo
	Centro Sperimentale di Cinematografia[image: External link], Italy



	Skunk †
	Skunk
	Annie Silverstein
	University of Texas at Austin[image: External link], USA
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 International Critics' Week (Semaine de la Critique)




The line-up for the International Critics' Week[image: External link] was announced on 21 April at the section's website.[21] FLA[image: External link], directed by Djinn Carrénard, and Hippocrate[image: External link], directed by Thomas Lilti, were selected as the opening and closing films of the Semaine de la Critique section.[22]


	Feature films





	English title
	Original title
	Director(s)
	Production country



	Darker Than Midnight[image: External link]*
	Più buio di mezzanotte
	Sebastiano Riso
	Italy



	The Tribe[image: External link]* †
	Plemya
	Myroslav Slaboshpytskiy[image: External link]
	Ukraine, Netherlands



	It Follows[image: External link]
	It Follows
	David Robert Mitchell[image: External link]
	United States



	Gente de bien[image: External link]*
	Gente de bien
	Franco Lolli
	Colombia



	When Animals Dream[image: External link]*
	Når dyrene drømmer
	Jonas Alexander Amby
	Denmark



	Hope[image: External link]
	Hope
	Boris Lojkine
	France



	Self Made[image: External link]
	Boreg
	Shira Geffen[image: External link]
	Israel





	Special Screenings





	English title
	Original title
	Director(s)
	Production country



	FLA[image: External link]
	Faire: L'amour
	Djinn Carrénard
	France



	Breathe[image: External link]
	Respire
	Mélanie Laurent[image: External link]
	France



	The Kindergarten Teacher[image: External link]
	Haganenet
	Nadav Lapid[image: External link]
	Israel



	Hippocrate[image: External link]
	Hippocrate
	Thomas Lilti[image: External link]
	France





	Shorts selection





	English title
	Original title
	Director(s)
	Production country



	Young Lions of Gypsy †
	A Ciambra
	Jonas Carpignano
	Italy, France



	Goodnight Cinderella
	Boa Noite Cinderela
	Carlos Conceição
	Portugal



	The Chicken
	The Chicken
	Una Gunjak
	Germany, Croatia



	Back Alley
	La Contre-allée
	Cécile Ducrocq
	France



	Crocodile
	Crocodile
	Gäelle Denis
	United Kingdom



	Les Fleuves m'ont Laissée Descendre où je Voulais
	Les Fleuves m'ont Laissée Descendre où je Voulais
	Laurie de Lassale
	France



	Petit frère
	Petit frère
	Rémi St-Michel
	Canada



	Safari
	Safari
	Gerardo Herrero
	Spain



	True Love Story[image: External link]
	True Love Story
	Gitanjali Rao[image: External link]
	India



	A Blue Room
	Un chambre bleue, Niebieski pokój
	Tomasz Siwinski
	France, Poland
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 Directors' Fortnight (Quinzaine des Réalisateurs)




The line-up for the Directors' Fortnight[image: External link] was announced on 22 April.[23][24] Girlhood[image: External link], directed by Céline Sciamma, and Pride[image: External link], directed by Matthew Warchus, were selected as the opening and closing films of the Directors' Fortnight section.[25]


	Feature films





	English title
	Original title
	Director(s)
	Production country



	Girlhood[image: External link]
	Bande de filles
	Céline Sciamma[image: External link]
	France



	Alleluia[image: External link]
	Alleluia
	Fabrice Du Welz[image: External link]
	Belgium, France



	Catch Me Daddy[image: External link]*
	Catch Me Daddy
	Daniel Wolfe
	United Kingdom



	Cold in July[image: External link]
	Cold in July
	Jim Mickle[image: External link]
	United States



	Eat Your Bones
	Mange tes morts
	Jean-Charles Hue
	France



	Love at First Fight[image: External link]* †
	Les combattants
	Thomas Cailley[image: External link]
	France



	Gett: The Trial of Viviane Amsalem[image: External link]
	Gett: Le procès de Viviane Amsalem
	Ronit Elkabetz[image: External link], Shlomi Elkabetz
	Israel, France, Germany



	A Hard Day[image: External link]
	끝까지 간다 Moo-Deom-Kka-Ji Gan-Da
	Kim Seong-hun[image: External link]
	South Korea



	National Gallery
	National Gallery
	Frederick Wiseman[image: External link]
	United States, France



	Next to Her[image: External link]*
	At Li Layla
	Asaf Korman
	Israel



	Queen and Country[image: External link]
	Queen and Country
	John Boorman[image: External link]
	United Kingdom, Ireland



	Refugiado
	Refugiado
	Diego Lerman[image: External link]
	Argentina, France, Germany



	The Tale of the Princess Kaguya[image: External link]
	かぐや姫の物語 Kaguya-hime no Monogatari
	Isao Takahata[image: External link]
	Japan



	These Final Hours[image: External link]*
	These Final Hours
	Zak Hilditch
	Australia



	You're Sleeping, Nicole[image: External link]
	Tu dors Nicole
	Stéphane Lafleur[image: External link]
	Canada



	Whiplash[image: External link]
	Whiplash
	Damien Chazelle[image: External link]
	United States



	Pride[image: External link]
	Pride
	Matthew Warchus[image: External link]
	United Kingdom





	Special screenings





	English title
	Original title
	Director(s)
	Production country



	Li'l Quinquin[image: External link]
	P'tit Quinquin
	Bruno Dumont[image: External link]
	France



	The Texas Chain Saw Massacre[image: External link]
	The Texas Chainsaw Massacre
	Tobe Hooper[image: External link]
	United States





	Shorts selection





	English title
	Original title
	Director(s)
	Production country



	8 Bullets
	8 Balles
	Frank Ternier
	France



	The Revolution Hunter
	A Caça Revoluções
	Margarida Rego
	Portugal



	Cambodia 2099
	Cambodia 2099
	Davy Chou
	France



	In August
	En août
	Jenna Hass
	Switzerland



	Fragments
	Fragmenty
	Aga Woszczyńska
	Poland



	Guy Moquet
	Guy Môquet
	Demis Herenger
	France



	Jutra
	Jutra
	Marie-Josée Saint-Pierre
	Canada



	Man on the Chair
	
	Dahee Jeong
	South Korea



	Heartless †
	Sem Coração
	Nara Normande, Tião
	Brazil



	Torn
	
	Elmar Imanov, Engin Kundag
	Azerbaijan



	It Can Pass Through the Wall
	Trece şi prin perete
	Radu Jude
	Romania
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 Cannes Classics




The line-up for the Cannes Classics section was announced on 4 April 2014.[26] Italian actress Sophia Loren[image: External link] was announced as the guest of honour.


	Restorations





	English title
	Original title
	Director(s)
	Production country



	Marriage Italian Style[image: External link] (1964)
	Matrimonio all'italiana
	Vittorio De Sica[image: External link]
	Italy, France



	A Fistful of Dollars[image: External link] (1964) (closing film)
	Per un pugno di dollari
	Sergio Leone[image: External link]
	Italy, Spain, West Germany



	Paris, Texas[image: External link] (1984)
	Wim Wenders[image: External link]
	West Germany, France, United Kingdom, United States



	How Yukong Moved the Mountains[image: External link] (1976)
	Regards sur une revolution: Comment Yukong déplaça les montagnes
	Joris Ivens[image: External link] and Marceline Loridan[image: External link]
	France



	Cruel Story of Youth[image: External link] (1960)
	青春残酷物語 Seishun zankoku monogatari
	Nagisa Oshima[image: External link]
	Japan



	Wooden Crosses[image: External link] (1932)
	Les croix de bois
	Raymond Bernard[image: External link]
	France



	Overlord[image: External link] (1975)
	Stuart Cooper[image: External link]
	United Kingdom



	Fear[image: External link] (1954)
	La Paura
	Roberto Rossellini[image: External link]
	Italy, West Germany



	Blind Chance[image: External link] (1987)
	Przypadek
	Krzysztof Kieślowski[image: External link]
	Poland



	The Last Metro[image: External link] (1980)
	Le dernier métro
	François Truffaut[image: External link]
	France



	Dragon Inn[image: External link] (1967)
	龍門客棧 Long men kezhan
	King Hu[image: External link]
	Taiwan



	Daybreak[image: External link] (1939)
	Le jour se lève
	Marcel Carné[image: External link]
	France



	The Color of Pomegranates[image: External link] (1969)
	Sayat Nova
	Sergei Parajanov[image: External link]
	Soviet Union



	Léolo[image: External link] (1992)
	Jean-Claude Lauzon[image: External link]
	France, Canada



	A Matter of Resistance[image: External link] (1966)
	La vie de château
	Jean-Paul Rappeneau[image: External link]
	France



	Jamaica Inn[image: External link] (1939)
	Alfred Hitchcock[image: External link]
	United Kingdom



	Violins at the Ball[image: External link] (1974)
	Les violons du bal
	Michel Drach[image: External link]
	France



	Blue Mountains, or Unbelievable Story[image: External link] (1983)
	Tsisperi mtebi anu daujerebeli ambavi
	Eldar Shengelaia[image: External link]
	Georgia, Soviet Union



	Lost Horizon[image: External link] (1937)
	Frank Capra[image: External link]
	United States



	La Chienne[image: External link] (1931)
	Jean Renoir[image: External link]
	France



	Tokyo Olympiad[image: External link] (1965)
	東京オリンピック Tōkyō Orinpikku
	Kon Ichikawa[image: External link]
	Japan



	8½[image: External link] (1963)
	Federico Fellini[image: External link]
	Italy, France





	Documentaries





	English title
	Original title
	Director(s)
	Production country



	Life Itself[image: External link] (2014)
	Steve James[image: External link]
	United States



	The Go-Go Boys: The Inside Story of Cannon Films[image: External link] (2014)
	Hilla Medalia
	Israel
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 Main competition




The full jury for the Main Competition was announced on 28 April 2014:[27]


	
Jane Campion[image: External link], New Zealand film director (President)

	
Carole Bouquet[image: External link], French actress[28]


	
Sofia Coppola[image: External link], American film director[29]


	
Leila Hatami[image: External link], Iranian actress

	
Jeon Do-yeon[image: External link], South Korean actress

	
Willem Dafoe[image: External link], American actor

	
Gael García Bernal[image: External link], Mexican actor and film director

	
Jia Zhangke[image: External link], Chinese film director

	
Nicolas Winding Refn[image: External link], Danish film director
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 Un Certain Regard




The full jury for the Un Certain Regard section was announced on 11 May 2014:[30]


	
Pablo Trapero[image: External link], Argentine film director (President)[31]


	Peter Becker, President of the Criterion Collection[image: External link]


	
Maria Bonnevie[image: External link], Norwegian-Swedish actress

	
Géraldine Pailhas[image: External link], French actress

	
Moussa Touré, Senegalese film director
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 Cinéfondation and short films





	
Abbas Kiarostami[image: External link], Iranian film director (President)[32][33]


	
Daniela Thomas[image: External link], Brazilian film director

	
Noémie Lvovsky[image: External link], French film director

	
Joachim Trier[image: External link], Norwegian film director

	
Mahamat Saleh Haroun[image: External link], Chadian film director
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 Caméra d'or





	
Nicole Garcia[image: External link], French actress and director (President)[34]


	
Richard Anconina[image: External link], French actor

	Gilles Gaillard, French technician

	Sophie Grassin, French journalist and film critic

	
Héléna Klotz, French film director

	Lisa Nesselson, American journalist and film critic

	
Philippe Van Leeuw, Belgian film director
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 International Critics' Week





	Nespresso Grand Prize[35]





	
Andrea Arnold[image: External link], English film director (President)[36]


	Daniela Michele, Mexican film journalist and Founding Director of the Morelia International Film Festival[image: External link]


	Fernando Ganzo, Spanish film journalist

	Jordan Mintzer, American film critic

	Jonathan Romney, English film critic




	Sony CineAlta Discovery Award for Short Film




	
Rebecca Zlotowski[image: External link], French film director (President)

	Tine Fischer, Danish founder and director of the Copenhagen International Documentary Festival[image: External link]


	Abi Sakamoto, Japanese head of cinema at the French Institute of Japan

	Benny Dreschel, German film producer

	Pablo Giorgelli, Argentine film director




	France 4 Visionary Award




	
Rebecca Zlotowski[image: External link], French film director (President)

	Louise Riousse, French film critic

	Sergio Huidobro, Mexican film critic

	Andrei Rus, Romanian film critic

	Guido Segal, Argentine film critic
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 Queer Palm section





	
Bruce LaBruce[image: External link], Canadian writer and film director (President)[37][38]


	Anna Margarita Albelo, Cuban-American film director

	João Ferreira, Portuguese artistic director and programmer of the Queer Lisboa[image: External link] festival

	Charlotte Lipinska, French journalist and actress

	Ricky Mastro, Brazilian film festival programmer of Recifest




[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Awards




Winter Sleep[image: External link] became the first Turkish film to win the Palme d'Or[image: External link] since Yol[image: External link] won in 1982. Director Nuri Bilge Ceylan called the win "a great surprise for me" and dedicated the win to the youth of Turkey as the country undergoes political turmoil and to the victims of the Soma mine disaster[image: External link]. Prior to the start of Cannes, Winter Sleep was considered the favorite to win the Palme d'Or, but when it was shown it met with mixed critical reaction.[39] Some found it to be too long (at 3 hours 16 minutes, it was the longest film at the festival) and difficult to finish, while others called it a great revelation. The jury, however, loved the film.[39][40] Jury president Jane Campion[image: External link] said "If I had the guts to be as honest about his characters as this director is, I'd be very proud of myself."[39]

Winter Sleep is the story of Mr. Aydin (played by Haluk Bilginer[image: External link]), a former actor who now runs mountaintop hotel, and his failing marriage. Aydin sees himself as the region's kind ruler, intervening in the business of the towns people below the mountain. In reality, almost everyone, including his wife, dislikes Aydin. He has a pompous column in the local newspaper and is writing a book on history of the Turkish theatre. When the slow season approaches the guests depart, the fighting between Aydin, his wife, his sister who lives with him, and the village people begins. Conversations dominate the film as the inner workings of the characters are slowly revealed.[40]

The runner-up Grand Prix award went to the rite-of-passage[image: External link] drama The Wonders[image: External link]. Julianne Moore[image: External link] won the best actress prize or her portrayal of a demented Hollywood diva in Maps to the Stars[image: External link]. Timothy Spall[image: External link] took the best actor prize for his portrayal of a marine painter in Mr. Turner[image: External link]. Bennett Miller[image: External link] was named as best director for his work on Foxcatcher[image: External link]. The Jury Prize was split between the drama Mommy[image: External link] and the drama Goodbye to Language[image: External link].[39]
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 Official selection





	In Competition[4]





	
Palme d'Or[image: External link] – Winter Sleep[image: External link] by Nuri Bilge Ceylan[image: External link]


	
Grand Prix[image: External link] – The Wonders[image: External link] by Alice Rohrwacher[image: External link]


	
Best Director[image: External link] – Bennett Miller[image: External link] for Foxcatcher[image: External link]


	
Best Screenplay[image: External link] – Andrey Zvyagintsev[image: External link] and Oleg Negin for Leviathan[image: External link]


	
Best Actress[image: External link] – Julianne Moore[image: External link] for Maps to the Stars[image: External link]


	
Best Actor[image: External link] – Timothy Spall[image: External link] for Mr. Turner[image: External link]


	
Jury Prize[image: External link] – Mommy[image: External link] by Xavier Dolan[image: External link] and Goodbye to Language[image: External link] by Jean-Luc Godard[image: External link]





	Un Certain Regard[41]





	Un Certain Regard Award – White God[image: External link] by Kornél Mundruczó[image: External link]


	Un Certain Regard Jury Prize – Force Majeure[image: External link] by Ruben Östlund[image: External link]


	Un Certain Regard Special Prize – The Salt of the Earth[image: External link] by Wim Wenders[image: External link] and Juliano Ribeiro Salgado[image: External link]


	Un Certain Regard Ensemble Prize – The cast of Party Girl[image: External link]


	Un Certain Regard Award for Best Actor – David Gulpilil[image: External link] for Charlie's Country[image: External link]





	Cinéfondation[42]





	First Prize – Skunk by Annie Silverstein

	Second Prize – Oh Lucy! by Atsuko Hirayanagi

	Third Prize – Sourdough by Fulvio Risuleo and The Bigger Picture by Daisy Jacobs




	Golden Camera




	
Caméra d'Or[image: External link] – Party Girl[image: External link] by Marie Amachoukeli[image: External link], Claire Burger[image: External link] and Samuel Theis[image: External link]





	Short Films[43]





	
Short Film Palme d'Or[image: External link] – Leidi by Simón Mesa Soto

	Special Mention:

	
Aïssa by Clément Trehin-Lalanne

	
Yes We Love by Hallvar Witzø[image: External link]
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 Parallel sections





	Directors' Fortnight[44]





	Art Cinema Award – Love at First Fight[image: External link] by Thomas Cailley[image: External link]


	SACD Prize – Love at First Fight[image: External link] by Thomas Cailley[image: External link]


	Europa Cinemas Label Award – Love at First Fight[image: External link] by Thomas Cailley[image: External link]


	Illy Prize for Short Film – Heartless by Nara Normande and Tião

	Special Mention – It Can Pass Through the Wall by Radu Jude




	International Critics' Week[45]





	Nespresso Grand Prize – The Tribe[image: External link] by Myroslav Slaboshpytskiy[image: External link]


	
France 4 Visionary Award[image: External link] – The Tribe[image: External link] by Myroslav Slaboshpytskiy[image: External link]


	SACD Award – Hope[image: External link] by Boris Lojkine


	Sony CineAlta Discovery Award for Short Film – Young Lions of Gypsy by Jonas Carpignano

	Canal+ Award – Crocodile by Gäelle Denis

	Gan Foundation Support for Distribution Award – The Tribe[image: External link] by Myroslav Slaboshpytskiy[image: External link]





[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Independent awards





	FIPRESCI Prize[46]





	In Competition – Winter Sleep[image: External link] by Nuri Bilge Ceylan[image: External link]


	Un Certain Regard – Jauja[image: External link] by Lisandro Alonso[image: External link]


	Parallel Sections – Love at First Fight[image: External link] by Thomas Cailley[image: External link] (Director's Fortnight)




	Ecumenical Jury[47]





	
Prize of the Ecumenical Jury[image: External link] – Timbuktu[image: External link] by Abderrahmane Sissako[image: External link]


	Commendations:

	
The Salt of the Earth[image: External link] by Wim Wenders[image: External link] and Juliano Ribeiro Salgado[image: External link]


	
Beautiful Youth[image: External link] by Jaime Rosales[image: External link]









	Queer Palm Jury[48]





	
Queer Palm[image: External link] Award – Pride[image: External link] by Matthew Warchus[image: External link]





	Palm Dog Jury[49]





	
Palm Dog Award[image: External link] – the canine cast of White God[image: External link]





	Prix François Chalais[50]





	
François Chalais Prize[image: External link] – Timbuktu[image: External link] by Abderrahmane Sissako[image: External link]





	Vulcan Award of the Technical Artist[51]





	
Vulcan Award[image: External link] – Dick Pope[image: External link] for Mr. Turner[image: External link] (cinematography)




	Cannes Soundtrack Award[52]





	
Howard Shore[image: External link] for Maps to the Stars[image: External link]
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London, Ontario






This article is about the city in Canada. For the capital of the United Kingdom, see London[image: External link].

London is a city in Southwestern Ontario[image: External link], Canada[image: External link] along the Quebec City–Windsor Corridor[image: External link]. The city has a population of 383,822 according to the 2016 Canadian census. London is at the confluence of the Thames River[image: External link], approximately halfway between Toronto[image: External link], Ontario and Detroit[image: External link], Michigan[image: External link]. The City of London is a separated municipality, politically separate[image: External link] from Middlesex County[image: External link], though it remains the county seat.

London and the Thames were named in 1793 by John Graves Simcoe[image: External link], who proposed the site for the capital of Upper Canada[image: External link]. The first European settlement was between 1801 and 1804 by Peter Hagerman.[4] The village was founded in 1826 and incorporated[image: External link] in 1855. Since then, London has grown to be the largest Southwestern Ontario municipality and Canada's 11th largest metropolitan area[image: External link], having annexed many of the smaller communities that surrounded it.

London is a regional centre of health care and education, being home to the University of Western Ontario[image: External link], Fanshawe College[image: External link], and several hospitals. The city hosts a number of musical and artistic exhibits and festivals, which contribute to its tourism industry, but its economic activity is centred on education, medical research, insurance[image: External link], and information technology[image: External link]. London's university and hospitals are among its top ten employers. London lies at the junction of Highway 401[image: External link] and 402[image: External link], connecting it to Toronto, Windsor, and Sarnia[image: External link]. It also has an international airport[image: External link], train and bus station.
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 History




Prior to European contact in the 18th century, the present site of London was occupied by several Neutral[image: External link], Odawa[image: External link], and Ojibwe[image: External link] villages. Archaeological investigations in the region indicate that aboriginal[image: External link] people have resided in the area for at least the past 10,000 years.[5]
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 Settlement




The current location of London was selected as the site of the future capital of Upper Canada[image: External link] in 1793 by Lieutenant-Governor[image: External link] John Graves Simcoe[image: External link] who also named the village which was founded in 1826.[6] It did not become the capital[image: External link] that Simcoe had envisioned. Rather, it was an administrative seat for the area west of the actual capital, York[image: External link] (now Toronto). Locally, it was part of the Talbot Settlement[image: External link], named for Colonel Thomas Talbot[image: External link], the chief coloniser of the area, who oversaw the land surveying and built the first government buildings[image: External link] for the administration of the Western Ontario peninsular region. Together with the rest of Southwestern Ontario, the village benefited from Talbot's provisions, not only for building and maintaining roads but also for assignment of access priorities to main routes to productive land.[7] At the time, Crown and clergy reserves[image: External link] were receiving preference in the rest of Ontario.

In 1814, there was a skirmish during the War of 1812[image: External link] in what is now southwest London at Reservoir Hill, formerly Hungerford Hill.[8]

In 1832, the new settlement suffered an outbreak of cholera[image: External link].[9] London proved a centre of strong Tory[image: External link] support during the Upper Canada Rebellion[image: External link] of 1837, notwithstanding a brief rebellion led by Charles Duncombe[image: External link]. Consequently, the British government located its Ontario peninsular garrison there in 1838, increasing its population with soldiers and their dependents, and the business support populations they required.[7] London was incorporated as a town in 1840.[9]

On 13 April 1845, fire destroyed much of London, which was at the time largely constructed of wooden buildings.[10] One of the first casualties was the town's only fire engine. This fire burned nearly 30 acres of land destroying 150 buildings before burning itself out later the same day. One-fifth of London was destroyed and this was the province's first million dollar fire.[11]
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Sir John Carling[image: External link], Tory MP for London, gave three events to explain the development of London in a 1901 speech. They were: the location of the court and administration in London in 1826; the arrival of the military garrison in 1838; and the arrival of the railway in 1853.[12]

The population in 1846 was 3,500. Brick buildings included a jail and court house, and a large barracks had also been built. London had a fire company, a theatre, a large Gothic church, nine other churches or chapels, and two market buildings. In 1844, a fire destroyed 150 buildings but most had been rebuilt by 1846. Connection with other communities was by road; stages ran daily. A weekly newspaper was published; the post office received mail daily.[13]

On 1 January 1855, London was incorporated as a "city" (10,000 or more residents).[7] In the 1860s, a sulphur spring was discovered at the forks of the Thames River while industrialists were drilling for oil[image: External link].[14] The springs became a popular destination for wealthy Ontarians, until the turn of the 20th century when a textile[image: External link] factory[image: External link] was built at the site, replacing the spa.

Records from 1869 indicate a population of about 18,000 served by three newspapers, churches of all major denominations and offices of all the major banks. Industry included several tanneries, oil refineries and foundries, four flour mills, the Labatt Brewing Company[image: External link] and the Carling brewery[image: External link] in addition to other manufacturing. Both the Great Western and Grand Trunk railways had stops here. The Crystal Palace Barracks[image: External link], built in 1861, an octagonal brick building with eight doors and forty-eight windows, was being used for events such the Provincial Agricultural Fair of Canada West[image: External link] held in London that year and visited by Prince Arthur, Duke of Connaught and Strathearn[image: External link], Governor-General John Young, 1st Baron Lisgar[image: External link] and Prime Minister Sir John A. Macdonald[image: External link]. Several insurance companies had offices in the city.[15][16]

Long before the Royal Military College of Canada[image: External link] was established in 1876, there were proposals for military colleges in Canada. Staffed by British Regulars, adult male students underwent a 3 month long military courses from 1865 at the School of Military Instruction in London. Established by Militia General Order in 1865, the school enabled Officers of Militia or Candidates for Commission or promotion in the Militia to learn Military duties, drill and discipline, to command a Company at Battalion Drill, to Drill a Company at Company Drill, the internal economy of a Company and the duties of a Company's Officer.[17] The school was not retained at Confederation, in 1867.[18]

In 1875, London's first iron bridge, the Blackfriars Street Bridge[image: External link], was constructed.[10] It replaced a succession of flood-failed wooden structures that had provided the city's only northern road crossing of the river. A rare example of a bowstring truss bridge[image: External link], the Blackfriars remains open to pedestrian and bicycle traffic, though it is currently closed indefinitely to vehicular traffic due to various structural problems.[19] The Blackfriars, amidst the river-distance between the Carling[image: External link] Brewery and the historic Tecumseh Park[image: External link] (including a major mill), linked London with its western suburb of Petersville, named for Squire Peters of Grosvenor Lodge. That community joined with the southern subdivision of Kensington in 1874, formally incorporating as the municipality of Petersville. Although it changed its name in 1880 to the more inclusive "London West", it remained a separate municipality until ratepayers voted for amalgamation with London in 1897,[7] largely due to repeated flooding. The most serious flood was that of July 1883, which resulted in serious loss of life and property devaluation.[20] This area retains much original and attractively maintained 19th-century tradespeople's and workers' housing, including Georgian[image: External link] cottages as well as larger houses, and a distinct sense of place[image: External link].

London's eastern suburb, London East, was (and remains) an industrial centre, which also incorporated in 1874.[7] Attaining the status of town in 1881,[21] it continued as a separate municipality until concerns over expensive waterworks and other fiscal problems led to amalgamation in 1885.[22] The southern suburb of London, including Wortley Village, was collectively known as "London South". Never incorporated, the South was annexed to the city in 1890,[7] although Wortley Village still retains a distinct sense of place[image: External link]. By contrast, the settlement at Broughdale on the city's north end had a clear identity, adjoined the university, and was not annexed until 1961.[23]

Ivor F. Goodson and Ian R. Dowbiggin have explored the battle over vocational education in London, Ontario, in the 1900-1930 era. The London Technical and Commercial High School came under heavy attack from the city's social and business elite, which saw the school as a threat to the budget of the city's only academic high school, London Collegiate Institute.[24]

London's role as a military centre continued into the 20th century during the two World Wars, serving as the administrative centre for the Western Ontario district. In 1905, the London Armoury was built and housed the First Hussars until 1975. A private investor purchased the historic site and built a new hotel (Delta London Armouries, 1996) in its place preserving the shell of the historic building. In the 1950s, two reserve battalions amalgamated and became London and Oxford Rifles (3rd Battalion), The Royal Canadian Regiment[image: External link].[25] This unit continues to serve today as 4th Battalion, The Royal Canadian Regiment[image: External link]. The Regimental Headquarters of The Royal Canadian Regiment[image: External link] remains in London at Wolseley Barracks on Oxford Street. The barracks are home to the First Hussars militia regiment as well.[25]
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 Annexation to present




London annexed[image: External link] many of the surrounding communities in 1961, including Byron[image: External link] and Masonville, adding 60,000 people and more than doubling its area.[7] After this amalgamation, suburban growth accelerated as London grew outward in all directions, creating expansive new subdivisions such as Westmount, Oakridge, Whitehills, Pond Mills, White Oaks and Stoneybrook.[7]

In 1992, London annexed nearly the entire township of Westminster[image: External link], a large, primarily rural municipality[image: External link] directly south of the city, including the police village[image: External link] of Lambeth[image: External link].[26] With this massive annexation, London almost doubled in area again, adding several thousand more residents. In modern day, London stretches south to the boundary with Elgin County[image: External link], north to the Town of Arva[image: External link] and Fanshawe Lake[image: External link], west to Komoka[image: External link], and East to Nilestown[image: External link] and Dorchester.[image: External link]

The 1993 annexation made London one of the largest urban municipalities in Ontario.[27] Intense commercial and residential development is presently occurring in the southwest and northwest areas of the city. Opponents of this development cite urban sprawl[image: External link],[28] destruction of rare Carolinian zone[image: External link] forest and farm lands,[29] replacement of distinctive regions by generic malls, and standard transportation and pollution concerns as major issues facing London. The City of London is currently the eleventh-largest urban area in Canada[image: External link], eleventh-largest census metropolitan area in Canada[image: External link], and the sixth-largest city in Ontario.[30][31]
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 Disasters




On Victoria Day[image: External link], 24 May 1881, the stern-wheeler[image: External link] ferry SS Victoria capsized in the Thames River[image: External link] close to Cove Bridge in West London. Approximately 200 passengers drowned in the shallow river, making it one of the worst disasters in London's history, and is now dubbed 'The Victoria Day Disaster'. At the time, London's population was relativity low, therefore it was hard to find a person in the city who did not have a family member affected by the tragedy.

Two years later, on 12 July 1883,[10] the first of the two most devastating floods in London's history killed 17 people. The second major flood, on 26 April 1937, destroyed more than a thousand houses across London, and caused over $50 million in damages, particularly in West London.[32][33]

After repeated floods, the Upper Thames River Conservation Authority[image: External link] in 1953 built Fanshawe Dam on the North Thames to control the downstream rivers.[34] Financing for this project came from the federal, provincial, and municipal governments. Other natural disasters[image: External link] include a 1984 tornado[image: External link] that led to damage on several streets in the White Oaks area of South London.[35]
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 Etymology




Like another ten cities in the world, this London was named after the English capital of London[image: External link] by John Graves Simcoe, who also named the local river the Thames, in 1793.[6] That was understandable since John Graves Simcoe and many of the original settlers were from Britain.[36] Simcoe had intended London to be the capital of Upper Canada. Guy Carleton (Governor Dorchester)[image: External link] rejected that plan after the War of 1812,[37] but accepted Simcoe's second choice, the present site of Toronto.[38]
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 Geography




The area was formed during the retreat of the glaciers[image: External link] during the last ice age[image: External link], which produced areas of marshland[image: External link], notably the Sifton Bog[image: External link] (which is actually a fen[image: External link]), as well as some of the most agriculturally productive areas of farmland in Ontario.[39] The Thames River dominates London's geography. The North and South branches of the Thames River meet at the centre of the city, a location known as "The Forks" or "The Fork of the Thames."[40] The North Thames runs through the man-made Fanshawe Lake, located in northeast London. Fanshawe Lake was created by Fanshawe Dam, constructed to protect the downriver areas from the catastrophic flooding which affected the city in 1883 and 1937.[41]
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London has a humid continental climate[image: External link] ( Köppen[image: External link] Dfb), though due to its downwind location relative to Lake Huron and elevation changes across the city, it is virtually on the Dfa/Dfb (hot summer) boundary favouring the former climate zone to the southwest of the confluence of the South and North Thames Rivers, and the latter zone to the northeast (including the airport). Because of its location in the continent, London experiences large seasonal[image: External link] contrast, tempered to a point by the surrounding Great Lakes[image: External link]. The summers are usually warm to hot and humid, with a July average of 20.8 °C (69.4 °F), and temperatures above 30 °C (86 °F) occur on average 10 days per year.[42] In 2016, however, temperatures at or above 30 °C (86 °F) occurred more than 35 times. The city is affected by frequent thunderstorms due to hot, humid summer weather, as well as the convergence of breezes[image: External link] originating from Lake Huron[image: External link] and Lake Erie[image: External link]. The same convergence zone is responsible for spawning funnel clouds and the occasional tornado. London is located in Canada's Tornado Alley[image: External link]. Spring and autumn in between are not long, and winters are cold but witness frequent thaws. Annual precipitation averages 1,011.5 mm (39.82 in). Its winter snowfall totals are heavy, averaging about 194 cm (76 in) per year.[42] The majority of it comes from lake effect snow[image: External link] and snow squalls[image: External link] originating from Lake Huron, some 60 km (37 mi) to the northwest, which occurs when strong, cold winds blow from that direction. From 5 December 2010, to 9 December 2010, London experienced record snowfall when up to 2 m (79 in) of snow fell in parts of the city. Schools and businesses were closed for three days and bus service was cancelled after the second day of snow.[43]

The highest temperature ever recorded in London was 41.1 °C (106 °F) on 6 August 1918.[44] The lowest temperature ever recorded was −32.2 °C (−26 °F) on 20 January 1892.[45]



	Climate data for London, Ontario (London International Airport[image: External link]), 1981–2010 normals, extremes 1871–present[a]



	Month
	Jan
	Feb
	Mar
	Apr
	May
	Jun
	Jul
	Aug
	Sep
	Oct
	Nov
	Dec
	Year



	Record high °C (°F)
	16.7

(62.1)
	18.3

(64.9)
	27.2

(81)
	30.6

(87.1)
	34.4

(93.9)
	38.2

(100.8)
	38.9

(102)
	41.1

(106)
	36.7

(98.1)
	30.3

(86.5)
	24.4

(75.9)
	18.5

(65.3)
	41.1

(106)



	Average high °C (°F)
	−1.9

(28.6)
	−0.5

(31.1)
	4.4

(39.9)
	12.1

(53.8)
	19.0

(66.2)
	24.0

(75.2)
	26.4

(79.5)
	25.3

(77.5)
	21.1

(70)
	14.2

(57.6)
	7.2

(45)
	0.9

(33.6)
	12.7

(54.9)



	Daily mean °C (°F)
	−5.6

(21.9)
	−4.5

(23.9)
	−0.1

(31.8)
	6.8

(44.2)
	13.1

(55.6)
	18.3

(64.9)
	20.8

(69.4)
	19.7

(67.5)
	15.5

(59.9)
	9.2

(48.6)
	3.4

(38.1)
	−2.6

(27.3)
	7.9

(46.2)



	Average low °C (°F)
	−9.2

(15.4)
	−8.6

(16.5)
	−4.5

(23.9)
	1.5

(34.7)
	7.2

(45)
	12.6

(54.7)
	15.1

(59.2)
	14.0

(57.2)
	9.9

(49.8)
	4.3

(39.7)
	−0.4

(31.3)
	−6.1

(21)
	3.0

(37.4)



	Record low °C (°F)
	−32.2

(−26)
	−31.7

(−25.1)
	−28.3

(−18.9)
	−17.8

(0)
	−5.0

(23)
	−1.1

(30)
	4.4

(39.9)
	1.5

(34.7)
	−3.3

(26.1)
	−11.1

(12)
	−18.3

(−0.9)
	−30.0

(−22)
	−32.2

(−26)



	Average precipitation[image: External link] mm (inches)
	74.2

(2.921)
	65.5

(2.579)
	71.5

(2.815)
	83.4

(3.283)
	89.8

(3.535)
	91.7

(3.61)
	82.7

(3.256)
	82.9

(3.264)
	103.0

(4.055)
	81.3

(3.201)
	98.0

(3.858)
	87.5

(3.445)
	1,011.5

(39.823)



	Average rainfall mm (inches)
	33.4

(1.315)
	33.6

(1.323)
	46.3

(1.823)
	74.7

(2.941)
	89.4

(3.52)
	91.7

(3.61)
	82.7

(3.256)
	82.9

(3.264)
	103.0

(4.055)
	78.1

(3.075)
	83.2

(3.276)
	46.9

(1.846)
	845.9

(33.303)



	Average snowfall cm (inches)
	49.3

(19.41)
	38.4

(15.12)
	29.4

(11.57)
	9.4

(3.7)
	0.4

(0.16)
	0.0

(0)
	0.0

(0)
	0.0

(0)
	0.0

(0)
	3.2

(1.26)
	16.6

(6.54)
	47.6

(18.74)
	194.3

(76.5)



	Average precipitation days (≥ 0.2 mm)
	18.8
	15.1
	15.3
	14.1
	12.7
	11.6
	11.2
	10.4
	12.1
	13.1
	15.8
	18.0
	168.0



	Average rainy days (≥ 0.2 mm)
	6.3
	5.4
	8.3
	12.0
	12.7
	11.6
	11.3
	10.4
	12.1
	13.0
	11.6
	7.8
	122.4



	Average snowy days (≥ 0.2 cm)
	15.3
	12.1
	9.1
	3.5
	0.18
	0.0
	0.0
	0.0
	0.0
	1.2
	5.7
	13.2
	60.3



	Average relative humidity[image: External link] (%)
	75.9
	71.9
	65.0
	56.9
	54.8
	57.0
	57.6
	59.7
	59.9
	63.1
	72.0
	76.9
	64.2



	Mean monthly sunshine hours[image: External link]
	64.4
	89.9
	124.0
	158.0
	219.6
	244.3
	261.6
	217.7
	165.1
	128.7
	67.4
	52.1
	1,792.6



	Percent possible sunshine[image: External link]
	22.1
	30.4
	33.6
	39.4
	48.4
	53.2
	56.2
	50.4
	43.9
	37.5
	23.0
	18.5
	38.1



	Source: Environment Canada[image: External link] [42][44][45][46][47][48][49][50][51]
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 Parks




London has a number of parks. Victoria Park[image: External link] in downtown London is a major centre of community events, attracting an estimated 1 million visitors per year. Other major parks include Harris Park, Gibbons Park, Fanshawe Conservation Area (Fanshawe Pioneer Village[image: External link]), Springbank Park[image: External link], and Westminster Ponds. The city also maintains a number of gardens and conservatories.[40]
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 Demographics






	Historical population



	Year
	Pop.
	±%



	1871
	18,000
	—    



	1881
	26,266
	+45.9%



	1891
	31,977
	+21.7%



	1901
	37,976
	+18.8%



	1911[image: External link]
	46,509
	+22.5%



	1921
	50,959
	+9.6%



	1931
	71,148
	+39.6%



	1941
	78,134
	+9.8%



	1951
	95,343
	+22.0%



	1961
	169,569
	+77.9%



	1966
	194,416
	+14.7%



	1971
	223,222
	+14.8%



	1976
	240,392
	+7.7%



	1981
	254,280
	+5.8%



	1986
	269,140
	+5.8%



	1991
	311,620
	+15.8%



	1996[image: External link]
	325,699
	+4.5%



	2001[image: External link]
	336,539
	+3.3%



	2006[image: External link]
	352,395
	+4.7%



	2011[image: External link]
	366,151
	+3.9%



	2016[image: External link]
	383,822
	+4.8%



	
[52][53][54][55][56][57][58]





According to the 2011 census, the city of London had a population of 366,151 people, a 3.9% increase from the 2006 population.[59] Children under five accounted for approximately 5.2 percent of the resident population of London. The percentage of the resident population in London of retirement age (65 and over) is 13.7, also the percentage for Canada as a whole. The average age is 38.2 years of age, compared to 39.9 years of age for all of Canada.[60]

Between 2006 and 2011, the population of metropolitan London grew by 3.7 percent, compared with an increase of 5.7 percent for Ontario as a whole.[61]

According to the 2011 census, the majority of Londoners profess a Christian[image: External link] faith, which accounts for 62.8 percent of the population (Roman Catholic: 27.0%, Protestant: 25.0%, other Christian: 9.0%). Other religions include Islam[image: External link] (4.4%), Buddhism[image: External link] (0.8%), Hinduism[image: External link] (0.8%), and Judaism (0.5%), with 29.9 percent of the population reporting no religious affiliation.

According to the 2011 census, 82.0 percent of the population of London are European[image: External link], 2.7 percent are Latin American[image: External link], 2.6 percent are Arab[image: External link], 2.4 percent are Black[image: External link], 2.2 percent are South Asian[image: External link], 2.0 percent are Chinese Canadian[image: External link], 1.9 percent are Aboriginal[image: External link], 1.0 percent are Southeast Asian[image: External link], 0.8 percent are West Asian[image: External link], 0.8 percent are Korean Canadian[image: External link], 0.6 percent are Filipino[image: External link], and 0.7 percent belong to other groups. In the 2011 census, the predominant ethnic origins of Londoners were English (30.5%), Canadian (26.0%), Scottish (20.8%), Irish (20.3%), German (11.5%), French (10.1%), Dutch (6.2%), Italian (4.7%), Polish (4.4%), Portuguese (2.8%), and Ukrainian (2.5%).[59]

In February 2015, Statistics Canada published a population estimate of the London CMA of 502,360, as of July 1, 2014.[62]
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 Economy




London's economy is dominated by medical[image: External link] research, insurance[image: External link], manufacturing[image: External link], and information technology[image: External link].[citation needed[image: External link]] Much of the life sciences[image: External link] and biotechnology[image: External link]-related research is conducted or supported by the University of Western Ontario, which adds about C$[image: External link]1.5 billion to the London economy annually.[63]

Since the economic crisis of 2009, which gutted many of London's manufacturing jobs, the city has transitioned to become a technology hub with a focus on the Digital Creative sector.[64] As of 2016, London is home to 300 technology companies and employs 3% of the city's labour force.[65] Many of these companies have moved into former factories and industrial spaces located in and around the downtown core, and have renovated them as modern offices. For example, Info-Tech Research Group[image: External link]'s London office is located in a hosiery factory, and Arcane Digital moved into a 1930s industrial building in 2015.[66] rTraction, a digital media firm, currently has its offices in the London Roundhouse, a steam locomotive repair shop built in 1887. Its redesign, which opened in 2015, won the 2015 Paul Oberman Award for Adaptive Re-Use from the Architectural Conservancy of Ontario.[67] London is also home to Diply, which is ranked among the top websites on the Internet, video game companies Big Viking Games[image: External link] and Digital Extremes[image: External link], and Voices.com[image: External link], which provides voiceover artists a platform to advertise and sell their services to those looking for voiceover work.

The largest employer in London is the London Health Sciences Centre[image: External link], which employs 10, 555 people.[68]

The headquarters of the Canadian division of 3M[image: External link] are located in London. The London Life Insurance Company[image: External link] was founded there,[69] as was Imperial Oil[image: External link],[70] GoodLife Fitness[image: External link], and both the Labatt[image: External link] and Carling[image: External link] breweries. The Libro Financial Group[image: External link] was founded in London 1951 and is the second largest credit union[image: External link] in Ontario and employs over 550 people.[71] Canada Trust[image: External link] was also founded in London in 1864.[72]

General Dynamics Land Systems[image: External link] (GDLS) builds armoured personnel carriers[image: External link] in the city.[73] GDLS has a 14-year $15-billion deal to supply light armoured vehicles to Saudi Arabia[image: External link].[74] There are 2,400 workers at GDLS Canada.[74]

McCormick Canada[image: External link], formerly Club House Foods, was founded in 1883 and currently employs more than 600 Londoners.

London's fledgling city centre mall was first opened in 1960 as Wellington Square with 400,000 sq. ft. of leasable area with Eaton’s and Woolworths as anchors. From 1986-89, Campeau expanded Wellington Square into Galleria London with 1,000,000 sq. ft. of leasable area and 200 stores including The Bay and Eaton’s. However the early 1990s recession, following by the bankruptcy of Eaton's in 1999 and then the departure of The Bay in 2000 resulted in only 20 stores left by 2001. Galleria London then begun seeking non-retail tenants, becoming the home for London's central library[image: External link] branch, and satellite campuses for both Fanshawe College[image: External link] and Western University[image: External link]. The complex was purchased and renamed to Citi Plaza by Citigroup[image: External link] in 2009.[75] Citi Plaza has been redeveloped as a mixed use complex that blends retail, office, businesses, and education providers. Alongside Citi Cards Canada's offices,In November 2016, CBC[image: External link] announced plans to move its expanded operations into the building.[76]

A portion of the city's population work in factories outside of the city limits, including the General Motors[image: External link] automotive plant CAMI[image: External link], and a Toyota[image: External link] plant in Woodstock[image: External link]. A Ford plant[image: External link] in Talbotville[image: External link] became one of the casualties of the economic crisis[image: External link] in 2011.[77]

11 December 2009, Minister of State[image: External link] Gary Goodyear[image: External link] announced a new $11-million cargo terminal at the London International Airport[image: External link].[78]
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 Culture




See also: Media in London, Ontario[image: External link]
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 Festivals




The city is home to many festivals including Sunfest[image: External link], the Home County Folk Festival[image: External link], the London Fringe Theatre Festival[image: External link], the Expressions in Chalk Street Painting Festival, Rock the Park[image: External link], Western Fair[image: External link], Dundas Street Festival, and The International Food Festival. The London Rib-Fest[image: External link] is the second largest barbecue rib festival in North America.[79] Pride London Festival is the 11th largest Pride festival in Ontario.[80] Sunfest[image: External link], a World music[image: External link] festival, is the second biggest in Canada after Toronto Caribbean Carnival (Caribana)[image: External link] in Toronto, and is among the top 100 summer destinations in North America.[81]
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 Music




Orchestra London Canada[image: External link] was a professional symphony orchestra founded in London in 1937. Although the organization filed for bankruptcy in 2015, members of the orchestra continue to play self-produced concerts under the moniker, London Symphonia.[82] London is also home to the London Community Orchestra, the London Youth Symphony, and the Amabile Choirs of London, Canada[image: External link].

London also has a rich history in underground music. Noise pioneers, the Nihilist Spasm Band[image: External link] were formed in the city in 1965. Between 1966 and 1971, the group held a Monday night residency at the York Hotel in the city's core, which established it as a popular venue for emerging musicians and artists. Now known as Call the Office, the venue served as a hotbed for punk music in the late 1970s and 1980 and continues to host college rock bands and weekly alternative music nights. In 2003, CHRW-FM[image: External link] developed the London Music Archives, an online music database that chronicles every album recorded in London between 1967 and 2006.[83]

London's performance venues include Aeolian Hall[image: External link], a former Victorian-era town hall located in Old East Village, and the London Music Hall, a multi-level performance space in the downtown's Entertainment & Culture District.

Guy Lombardo[image: External link], an internationally acclaimed big band leader, was born in London, as was jazz musician Rob McConnell[image: External link]. Contemporary musicians born in London include hip hop artist and former CBC Radio[image: External link] host, Shad[image: External link], and singer-songwriter Meaghan Smith[image: External link]. Justin Bieber[image: External link] was born in London prior to moving to Stratford, Ontario[image: External link].
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 Art




The city is home to several museums, including Museum London[image: External link], which is located at the Forks of the Thames[image: External link]. Museum London exhibits art by a wide variety of local, regional and national artists.[84] London is also home to the Museum of Ontario Archaeology[image: External link], owned by Western University[image: External link]. Its main feature is Canada's only on-going excavation and partial reconstruction of a prehistoric village of the Neutral Nation[image: External link] (Lawson Site).[85] The Royal Canadian Regiment Museum[image: External link] is a military museum located at Wolseley Barracks[image: External link], a former Canadian Forces Base in the city's Carling neighbourhood. The Secrets of Radar Museum[image: External link] was opened at Parkwood Hospital in 2003, and tells the story of the more than 6,000 Canadian World War II[image: External link] veterans who were recruited into a top-secret project during World War II[image: External link] involving radar[image: External link]. The London Regional Children's Museum[image: External link], located in South London, provides hands-on learning experiences for children and was one of the first children's museums established in Canada. The Canadian Medical Hall of Fame[image: External link] has its headquarters in downtown London and features a medical history museum.

Eldon House[image: External link] is the former residence of the prominent Harris Family and oldest surviving such building in London. The entire property was donated to the city of London in 1959 and is now a heritage site[image: External link]. An Ontario Historical Plaque was erected by the province to commemorate The Eldon House's role in Ontario's heritage.[86] The Banting House National Historic Site of Canada is the house where Sir Frederick Banting[image: External link] thought of the idea that led to the discovery of insulin[image: External link]. Banting lived and practiced in London for ten months, from July 1920 to May 1921. London is also the site of the Flame of Hope, which is intended to burn until a cure for diabetes[image: External link] is discovered.[87]

London is also home to a number of art galleries and artist spaces including the McIntosh Gallery at Western University[image: External link], and the London ARTS Project; a gallery, studio, and theatre space located on Dundas Street in the city's Entertainment & Culture District. The Forest City Gallery[image: External link], co-founded by Greg Curnoe[image: External link] in 1973, is one of Canada's first artist-run centres. It is currently located in the SoHo neighbourhood, south of downtown. London also hosts an annual Nuit Blanche[image: External link] each June.
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 Theatre




London is home to the Grand Theatre[image: External link], a professional proscenium arch[image: External link] theatre located in Central London. The building underwent renovations in 1975 to restore the stage's proscenium arch and to add a secondary performance space. The architectural firm responsible for the re-design was awarded a Governor General's award[image: External link] in 1978 for their work on the venue. In addition to professional productions, the Grand Theatre also hosts the High School Project, a program unique to North America that provides high school students an opportunity to work with professional directors[image: External link], choreographers[image: External link], musical directors[image: External link], and stage managers[image: External link]. The Palace Theatre, located in Old East Village, originally opened as a silent movie theatre in 1929 and was converted to a live theatre venue in 1991.[88] It is currently the home of the London Community Players, and as of 2016 is undergoing extensive historical restoration. The Original Kids Theatre Company, a nonprofit charitable youth organisation, currently puts on productions at the Spriet Family Theatre in the Covent Garden Market.[89]
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 Literature




London serves a core setting in Southern Ontario Gothic[image: External link] literature, most notably in the works of James Reaney[image: External link]. Modern writers include fantasy writer Kelley Armstrong[image: External link], Man Booker Prize[image: External link] winner, Eleanor Catton[image: External link], Scotiabank Giller Prize[image: External link] nominee, Joan Barfoot[image: External link], and winner, Bonnie Burnard[image: External link]. Emma Donoghue[image: External link], whose 2010 novel, Room[image: External link], was adapted into a 2015 Academy Award-winning film[image: External link] of the same name, also lives in London. Words is an annual literary and creative arts festival that takes place each November.[90]
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 Livability




London's recent urban regeneration[image: External link] efforts and civic initiatives have allowed the city to rank high in Canadian livability lists. In 2016, MoneySense[image: External link] magazine ranked London as the fourth best large Canadian city to live in.[91] It also ranked fourth (fifteenth overall) in 2013, and fifth in 2015.[92][93] In 2015, London was ranked as the sixth happiest city in Canada by Jetpac City Guides.[94] The Canadian Centre for Policy Alternatives[image: External link] ranked London as the sixth best place to be a woman in 2015[95] and third in 2016.[96]

The city's cost of living is low compared to other southern Ontario cities. According to the London St. Thomas Association of Realtors, the average price of a home in the London and St. Thomas[image: External link] area in 2016 is $274,383, which is substantially lower than the national average of $467,082. It is also well below the average home prices of nearby cities including Toronto[image: External link] ($736,670), Hamilton[image: External link] ($510,204), and Kitchener-Waterloo[image: External link] ($364,290).[97] The 2015 average rental rate for a one-bedroom apartment is $781.

London has nine major parks and gardens throughout the city, many of which run along the Thames River[image: External link] and are interconnected by a series of pedestrian and bike paths, known as the Thames Valley Parkway.[98] This path system is 40 km (25 mi) in length, and connects to an additional 150 km (93 mi) of bike and hiking trails throughout the city.[99] The city's largest park, Springbank Park[image: External link], is 140-hectare (300 acre) and contains 30 km (19 mi) of trails. It is also home to Storybook Gardens, a family attraction open year-round.

London is among the best places to retire in Ontario, according to Comfort Life, a publication for seniors because of safety, affordability and the short distance to nearby beaches such as Port Stanley[image: External link], Port Burwell[image: External link] and Lambton Shores[image: External link].[100]


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Sports




London is currently the home of the London Knights[image: External link] of the Ontario Hockey League[image: External link], who play at the Budweiser Gardens[image: External link] (previously known as the John Labatt Centre). The Knights are 2004–2005 and 2015–2016 OHL and Memorial Cup[image: External link] Champions.[101] During the summer months, the London Majors[image: External link] of the Intercounty Baseball League[image: External link] play at Labatt Park[image: External link]. London City[image: External link] of the Canadian Soccer League[image: External link], is the highest level of soccer in London. The club was founded in 1973; it is the oldest active professional soccer franchise in North America.[102] The squad plays at Cove Road Stadium[image: External link] at the German Canadian Club. Other sports teams include the London Silver Dolphins Swim Team, the Forest City Volleyball Club, London Cricket Club, the London St. George's Rugby Club, the London Aquatics Club, the London Rhythmic Gymnastics Club, London City Soccer Club and Forest City London[image: External link].

Football teams include the London Beefeaters (Ontario Football Conference).

London's basketball team, the London Lightning[image: External link] plays at Budweiser Gardens[image: External link] as members of the National Basketball League of Canada[image: External link]. Finishing their inaugural regular season at 28–8, the Lightning would go on to win the 2011–12[image: External link] NBL Canada championship, defeating the Halifax Rainmen[image: External link] in the finals three games to two.

There are also a number of former sports teams that have now either moved or folded. London's four former baseball teams are the London Monarchs[image: External link] (Canadian Baseball League[image: External link]), the London Werewolves[image: External link] (Frontier League[image: External link]), the London Tecumsehs[image: External link] (International Association[image: External link]) and the London Tigers[image: External link] (AA Eastern League[image: External link]). Other former sports teams include the London Lasers (Canadian Soccer League[image: External link]) and the London Nationals[image: External link] (Western Ontario Hockey League).

In March 2013, London hosted the 2013 World Figure Skating Championships[image: External link].

The University of Western Ontario's teams play under the name Mustangs. The university's football team plays at TD Waterhouse Stadium[image: External link].[103] Western's Rowing Team rows out of one of two National Training Centres at Fanshawe Lake. Fanshawe College teams play under the name Falcons. The Women's Cross Country team has won 3 consecutive Canadian Collegiate Athletic Association[image: External link] (CCAA) National Championships.[104] In 2010, the program cemented itself as the first CCAA program to win both Men's and Women's National team titles, as well as CCAA Coach of the Year.[105]

The Western Fair Raceway, about 85 acres harness racing[image: External link] track and simulcast centre, operates year-round.[106] The grounds include a coin slot casino[image: External link], a former IMAX[image: External link] theatre, and Sports and Agri-complex. Labatt Memorial Park[image: External link] the world's oldest continuously used baseball grounds[107][108] was established as Tecumseh Park in 1877; it was renamed in 1937, because the London field has been flooded and rebuilt twice (1883 and 1937), including a re-orientation of the bases (after the 1883 flood). The Forest City Velodrome[image: External link], located at the former London Ice House[image: External link], is the only indoor cycling track in Ontario and the third to be built in North America, opened in 2005.[109]
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 Current franchises






	Active sports teams in London



	Club
	League
	Sport
	Venue
	Established
	Championships



	London Knights[image: External link]
	OHL[image: External link]
	Ice hockey[image: External link]
	Budweiser Gardens[image: External link]
	1965
	4



	London Nationals[image: External link]
	GOJHL[image: External link]
	Ice hockey[image: External link]
	Western Fair District
	1950
	7



	London Lightning[image: External link]
	NBL Canada[image: External link]
	Basketball[image: External link]
	Budweiser Gardens[image: External link]
	2011
	2



	London Majors[image: External link]
	IBL[image: External link]
	Baseball[image: External link]
	Labatt Memorial Park[image: External link]
	1925
	9



	London St. George's RFC
	ORU[image: External link] (Marshall Premiership)
	Rugby Union[image: External link]
	London St. George's Club
	1959
	0



	Forest City London[image: External link]
	League1 Ontario[image: External link]
	Soccer[image: External link]
	TD Waterhouse Stadium[image: External link]
	2009
	1



	London Beefeaters[image: External link]
	CJFL[image: External link]
	Canadian Football[image: External link]
	TD Waterhouse Stadium
	1975
	1



	London Blue Devils[image: External link]
	Ontario Junior B Lacrosse League[image: External link]
	Lacrosse[image: External link]
	Earl Nichols Recreation Centre
	2003
	0
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 Government and law




See also: London City Council[image: External link] and List of mayors of London, Ontario[image: External link]


London's municipal government[image: External link] is divided among fourteen councillors[image: External link] (one representing each of London's fourteen wards[image: External link]) and the mayor[image: External link]. Matt Brown[image: External link] was elected mayor in the 2014 municipal election[image: External link], officially taking office on 1 December 2014.[110] Prior to Brown's election, London's most recent elected mayor[image: External link] was Joe Fontana[image: External link]; following Fontana's resignation on 19 June 2014, city councillor Joe Swan served as acting mayor[image: External link][111] until councillor Joni Baechler was selected as interim mayor 24 June.[112] Until the elections in 2010, there was a Board of Control[image: External link], consisting of four controllers and the mayor, all elected citywide.[113]

Although London has many ties to Middlesex County[image: External link], it is a totally separate entity; the two have no jurisdictional overlap. The exception is the Middlesex County courthouse and former jail, as the judiciary is administered directly by the province.[114]

In spite of some controversy about this move, London was the first city in Canada (in May 2017) to decide to move a ranked choice ballot for municipal elections starting in 2018. Voters will mark their ballots in order of preference, ranking their top three favourite candidates. No single individual is required to get at least 50% of the vote in the balloting to be elected.[115]

In 2001, the City of London first published their Facilities Accessibility Design Standards (FADS) which was one of the first North American municipal accessibility[image: External link] requirements to include Universal Design[image: External link]. It has since been adopted by over 50 municipalities in Canada[image: External link] and the United States[image: External link].[116]
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 City councilors




In addition to mayor Matt Brown[image: External link] the following were elected in the 2014 municipal election[image: External link] for the 2014-2018 term.[117][118]



	Councillor
	Office
	Communities



	Michael Van Holst
	Ward 1
	Chelsea Green, Fairmont



	Bill Armstrong
	Ward 2
	Pottersburg, Nelson Park, Trafalgar Heights



	Mo Mohamed Salih
	Ward 3
	Huron Heights



	Jesse Helmer
	Ward 4
	East London



	Maureen Cassidy
	Ward 5
	Stoneybrook, Northdale, Northerest, Uplands



	Phil Squire
	Ward 6
	Broughdale, University Heights, Orchard Park, Sherwood Forest



	Josh Morgan
	Ward 7
	White Hills, Medway Heights, Masonville, Hyde Park



	Paul Hubert
	Ward 8
	Oakridge Park, Oakridge Acres,



	Anna Hopkins
	Ward 9
	Byron, Lambeth



	Virginia Ridley
	Ward 10
	Westmount



	Stephen Turner
	Ward 11
	Cleardale, Southcrest Estates, Berkshire Village, Kensal Park, Manor Park



	Harold Usher
	Ward 12
	Glendale, Southdale, Lockwood Park, White Oak



	Tanya Park
	Ward 13
	Downtown London, Blackfriars, Piccadilly/Adelaide, SoHo, KeVa, Woodfield, Oxford Park



	Jared Zaifman
	Ward 14
	Glen Cairn Woods, Pond Mills, Wilton Grove, Glanworth
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 Provincial ridings




The city includes three provincial ridings. In the provincial government[image: External link], London is represented by Liberal[image: External link] Deb Matthews[image: External link] (London North Centre[image: External link]); Progressive Conservative[image: External link] Jeff Yurek[image: External link] ( Elgin—Middlesex—London[image: External link]), and NDPs[image: External link]: Teresa Armstrong[image: External link] ( London—Fanshawe[image: External link]) and Peggy Sattler[image: External link] (London West[image: External link]).[119]
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 Federal ridings




The London and surrounding area includes four federal ridings.[120] In the federal government[image: External link], London is represented by Conservative Karen Vecchio[image: External link] ( Elgin—Middlesex—London[image: External link]), Liberals Peter Fragiskatos[image: External link] (London North Centre[image: External link]) and Kate Young[image: External link] (London West), and NDP Irene Mathyssen[image: External link] ( London—Fanshawe[image: External link]).[121]
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 Serial killing




Between 1959 and 1984, London contained the largest concentration of serial killers[image: External link] in the world, as the city was startled by 29 murders. During that time period, up to six serial killers may have been operating in London,[122] though three were convicted for 13 of the killings: Gerald Thomas Archer[image: External link] (the "London Chamber Maid Slayer"), Christian Magee (the "Mad Slasher") and Russell Johnson (the "Balcony Killer"), with the other 16 murders still unsolved as of August 2015.[123]
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 Civic initiatives




The City of London initiatives in Old East London are helping to create a renewed sense of vigour in the East London Business District. Specific initiatives include the creation of the Old East Heritage Conservation District under Part V of the Ontario Heritage Act, special Building Code policies and Facade Restoration Programs.[124]

London is home to heritage properties representing a variety of architectural styles[image: External link],[125] including Queen Anne[image: External link], Art Deco[image: External link], Modern[image: External link], and Brutalist[image: External link]

Londoners have become protective of the trees in the city, protesting "unnecessary" removal of trees.[126] The City Council and tourist industry have created projects to replant trees throughout the city. As well, they have begun to erect metal trees of various colours in the downtown area, causing some controversy.[127]
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 Transportation




See also: List of roads in London, Ontario[image: External link]



[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Road transportation




London is at the junction of Highway 401[image: External link] that connects the city to Toronto and Windsor, and Highway 402[image: External link] to Sarnia[image: External link].[128][129] Also, Highway 403[image: External link], which diverges from the 401 at nearby Woodstock, Ontario[image: External link], provides ready access to Brantford[image: External link], Hamilton[image: External link], the Golden Horseshoe[image: External link] area, and the Niagara Peninsula[image: External link].[130] Many smaller two-lane highways[image: External link] also pass through or near London, including Kings Highways[image: External link] 2[image: External link], 3[image: External link], 4[image: External link], 7[image: External link] and 22. Many of these are "historical" names, as provincial downloading in the 1980s and 1990s put responsibility for most provincial highways on municipal governments.[131] Nevertheless, these roads continue to provide access from London to nearby communities and locations in much of Western Ontario[image: External link], including Goderich[image: External link], Port Stanley[image: External link] and Owen Sound[image: External link].

Since the 1970s, London has improved urban road alignments that eliminated "jogs" in established traffic patterns over 19th-century street misalignments. The lack of a municipal freeway[image: External link] (either through or around the city) as well as the presence of two significant railways (each with attendant switching yards and few over/underpasses) are the primary causes of rush hour[image: External link] congestion, along with construction and heavy snow. Thus, traffic times can be significantly variable, although major traffic jams are rare.[132] Wellington Road between Commissioners Road E and Southdale Road E is London's busiest section of roadway, with more than 46,000 vehicles using the span on an average day[133] City council rejected early plans for the construction of a freeway, and instead accepted the Veterans Memorial Parkway[image: External link] to serve the east end.[134] Some Londoners have expressed concern that the absence of a local freeway may hinder London's economic and population growth, while others have voiced concern that such a freeway would destroy environmentally sensitive areas and further contribute to London's suburban sprawl.[132] Road capacity improvements have been made to Veterans Memorial Parkway (formerly named Airport Road and Highway 100[image: External link]) in the industrialized east end.[135] However, the Parkway has received criticism for not being built as a proper highway; a recent city-run study suggested upgrading it by replacing the intersections with interchanges.[136]
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 Public transit




In the late 19th Century, and the early 20th Century, an extensive network of streetcar routes served London.[137][138]

Main article: Streetcars in London, Ontario[image: External link]


London's public transit[image: External link] system is run by the London Transit Commission[image: External link], which has 44 bus routes throughout the city.[139] Although the city has lost ridership over the last few years, the commission is making concerted efforts to enhance services by implementing a five-year improvement plan. In 2015, an additional 17,000 hours of bus service was added throughout the city. In 2016, 11 new operators, 5 new busses, and another 17,000 hours of bus service were added to the network.[140] Bus service is currently the only mode of public transit available to the public in London, with no available rapid transit[image: External link] networks like those used in other Canadian cities. However, city council approved a bus rapid transit[image: External link] (BRT) business case in May 2016 that will see a rapid transit system running in L- and 7-shaped corridors throughout the city. Construction is expected to begin in 2018, with the service fully operational by 2025.[141]
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 Cycling network




London has 330 km (205 mi) of cycling paths throughout the city, 91 km (59 mi) of which have been added since 2005.[142] In June 2016, London unveiled its first bike corrals, which replace parking for one vehicle with fourteen bicycle parking spaces, and fix-it stations, which provide cyclists with simple tools and a bicycle pump, throughout the city.[143] In September 2016, city council approved a new 15 year cycling master plan that will see the construction of an additional 470 km (292 mi) of cycling paths added to the existing network.[142][144]
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 Intercity transport




London is on the Canadian National Railway[image: External link] main line between Toronto and Chicago[image: External link] (with a secondary main line to Windsor[image: External link]) and the Canadian Pacific Railway[image: External link] main line between Toronto and Detroit.[145] Via Rail[image: External link] operates regional passenger service through London station[image: External link] as part of the Quebec City–Windsor Corridor[image: External link], with connections to the United States[image: External link].[146] Via Rail's London terminal is the fourth-busiest passenger terminal in Canada.[145]

London is also a destination for inter-city bus[image: External link] travellers. London is the seventh-busiest Greyhound Canada[image: External link] terminal in terms of passengers,[147] and connecting services radiate from London throughout Southwestern Ontario[image: External link] and through to the American cities of Detroit[image: External link], Michigan[image: External link] and Chicago[image: External link], Illinois[image: External link].

London International Airport[image: External link] ( YXU[image: External link]) is the 12th busiest passenger airport in Canada and the 11th busiest airport in Canada by take-offs and landings.[145] It is served by airlines including Air Canada Jazz[image: External link], and WestJet[image: External link], and provides direct flights to both domestic and international destinations, including Toronto[image: External link], Orlando, Ottawa[image: External link], Winnipeg[image: External link], Calgary[image: External link], Cancún[image: External link], Vancouver[image: External link], Varadero[image: External link], Punta Cana[image: External link], Montego Bay[image: External link], Santa Clara[image: External link], and Holguin[image: External link].[148]
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 Plans




The city of London is considering bus rapid transit[image: External link] (BRT) and/or high-occupancy vehicle lanes[image: External link] (HOV) to help it achieve its long-term transportation plan. Additional cycleways are planned for integration in road-widening projects, where there is need and sufficient space along routes. An expressway[image: External link]/freeway network is possible along the eastern and western ends of the city, from Highway 401[image: External link] (and Highway 402[image: External link] for the western route) past Oxford Street, potentially with another highway, joining the two in the city's north end.[132]

The City of London has assessed the entire length of the Veterans Memorial Parkway, identifying areas where interchanges can be constructed, grade separations can occur, and where cul-de-sacs[image: External link] can be placed. Upon completion, the Veterans Memorial Parkway would no longer be an expressway, but a freeway, for the majority of its length.[149]
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 Education




See also: List of schools in London, Ontario[image: External link]


London public elementary[image: External link] and secondary schools[image: External link] are governed by four school boards[image: External link] – the Thames Valley District School Board[image: External link], the London District Catholic School Board[image: External link] and the French first language school boards (the Conseil scolaire Viamonde[image: External link] and the Conseil scolaire catholique Providence[image: External link] or CSC).[150] The CSC has a satellite office in London.[151]

There are also more than twenty private schools in the city.[150]

London is home to London Central Secondary School[image: External link], the highest ranking academic school in Ontario.[152]

The city is home to two post-secondary[image: External link] institutions: the University of Western Ontario[image: External link] (UWO) and Fanshawe College[image: External link], a college of applied arts and technology.[150] UWO, founded in 1878, has about 3500 full-time faculty and staff members and almost 30,000 undergraduate[image: External link] and graduate[image: External link] students.[153] It placed tenth in the 2008 Maclean's[image: External link] magazine rankings of Canadian universities[image: External link].[154] The Richard Ivey School of Business[image: External link], part of UWO, was formed in 1922 and ranked among the best business schools[image: External link] in the country by the Financial Times[image: External link] in 2009.[155] UWO has three affiliated colleges: Brescia University College[image: External link], founded in 1919 (Canada's only university-level women's college);[156][157] Huron University College[image: External link], founded in 1863 (also the founding college of UWO) and King's University College[image: External link], founded in 1954.[158][159] All three are liberal arts colleges[image: External link] with religious affiliations: Huron with the Anglican Church of Canada[image: External link], King's and Brescia with the Roman Catholic Church.[160] London is also home to Lester B. Pearson School for the Arts[image: External link] one of few of its kind.

Fanshawe College has an enrollment of approximately 15,000 students, including 3,500 apprentices and over 500 international students from over 30 countries.[161] It also has almost 40,000 students in part-time continuing education[image: External link] courses.[161] Fanshawe's Key Performance Indicators[image: External link] (KPI) have been over the provincial average for many years now, with increasing percentages year by year.[162]

The Ontario Institute of Audio Recording Technology[image: External link] (OIART) is also in London. Founded in 1983, it offers recording studio experience for audio engineering students.[163]

Westervelt College[image: External link] is also located in London. This private career college was founded in 1885 and offers several diploma programs.[164]
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 Sister cities




London currently has one sister city[image: External link]:


	
Nanjing[image: External link], China[image: External link][165]
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 See also





	CFB London[image: External link]

	List of people from London, Ontario[image: External link]

	List of tallest buildings in London, Ontario[image: External link]

	
Asteroid[image: External link] 12310 Londontario[image: External link], named for the city.
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 Notes






	
^ London's long term climate record has been recorded at various climate stations in or near the city of London since 1871. From 1871 to 1891 at London, 1883 to 1932 at London South, 1930 to 1941 at Lambeth Airport, and 1940 to present at London International Airport[image: External link].
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Los Feliz, Los Angeles






Los Feliz[1] is a hillside neighborhood in the central[image: External link] region of Los Angeles[image: External link], California[image: External link], abutting Hollywood[image: External link] and encompassing part of the Santa Monica Mountains[image: External link].

The neighborhood is named after its colonial Spanish-Mexican land grantee, José Vicente Feliz[image: External link], and, along with present-day Griffith Park[image: External link], makes up the original Rancho Los Feliz[image: External link] land concession.
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Los Feliz encompasses several smaller but distinct areas, including the Los Feliz Hills and Los Feliz Estates (north of Los Feliz Boulevard), Laughlin Park, Los Feliz Village, Los Feliz Square, Los Feliz Knolls, and Franklin Hills[image: External link].

According to the Mapping L.A.[image: External link] project of the Los Angeles Times, Los Feliz is part of Central Los Angeles. It is flanked on the north by Griffith Park[image: External link], on the northeast by Atwater Village[image: External link], on the southeast by Silver Lake[image: External link], on the south by East Hollywood[image: External link], and on the northwest by Hollywood[image: External link] and Hollywood Hills[image: External link].[2][3]

Its boundaries are the Griffith Park line between Fern Dell Drive and Riverside Drive[image: External link] on the north; the Los Angeles River on the east; Hyperion Avenue and Griffith Park Boulevard on the southeast; Fountain Avenue[image: External link] and Hollywood Boulevard[image: External link] on the south; and Western Avenue, Los Feliz Boulevard, and Fern Dell Drive on the west and northwest.[4][5]
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 Population
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 General




The 2000 U.S. census counted 35,238 residents in the 2.61-square-mile neighborhood—an average of 13,512 people per square mile, among the highest population densities[image: External link] in Los Angeles County[image: External link]. In 2008 the city estimated that the population had increased to 36,933. The median age for residents was 36, older than in the city as a whole; the percentage of residents aged 65 and older was among the county's highest.[4]

The neighborhood was highly diverse ethnically. The breakdown was whites[image: External link], 57.6%; Latinos[image: External link], 18.7%; Asians[image: External link], 13.5%; blacks[image: External link], 3.7%, and others, 6.6%. Armenia (25.3%) and Mexico (9.4%) were the most common places of birth for the 44.5% of the residents who were born abroad, a high ratio compared to the rest of Los Angeles.[4]

The median yearly household income in 2008 dollars was $50,793, about the same as the rest of Los Angeles, but a high rate of households earned $20,000 or less per year. The average household size of two people was low for the city of Los Angeles. Renters occupied 75.5% of the housing stock, and house or apartment owners the rest.[4]

The percentages of never-married men (50.2%) and never-married women (37.2%) were among the county's highest, as was the percentage of widowed women (10.1%).[4]
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 Hills




The area north of Los Feliz Boulevard below Griffith Park is commonly referred to as the Los Feliz Hills. The Los Feliz Hills contain multimillion-dollar homes and have been known for the large share of their inhabitants being involved in creative pursuits. With a mean household income of $196,585, the hills are one of the wealthiest areas of Los Angeles.[6]
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 History
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 Native Americans




Long before the Spanish settlers arrived to settle near the banks of the Los Angeles River, Native Americans were the only inhabitants. It is estimated that the first Native Americans came to the area approximately 10,000 years ago. The Native Americans established villages, known as rancherias, throughout the countryside. One of these settlements was within the boundaries of what was to become Rancho Los Feliz. Archeological surveys have found evidence of a substantial rancheria that existed in the mouth of Fern Dell Canyon in Griffith Park. The traditional name of this village is not known, but the inhabitants were Gabrielinos. This name was given by the Spanish because of the Native Americans' association with the San Gabriel Mission. When Gaspar de Portola traveled through the vicinity in 1769, his expedition encountered members of this village.
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 Land grants




The 6,647-acre (27 km2) Rancho Los Feliz[image: External link], one of the first land grants in California, was granted to Corporal José Vicente Feliz. An old adobe[image: External link] house built in the 1830s by his heirs still stands on Crystal Springs Drive in Griffith Park. Other sections of the rancho were developed and became the communities of Los Feliz and Silver Lake.
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 Griffith's legacy




Rancho Los Feliz had a succession of owners after the Feliz family. One owner, Griffith J. Griffith[image: External link], donated over half of the ranch to the city of Los Angeles; the ranch became one of the largest city-owned parks in the country.

In 1882, Colonel Griffith acquired 4,071 acres (16 km2) of Rancho Los Feliz. The Lick estate still owned the southwest portion of the rancho and there developed the Lick Tract, which later became a part of Hollywood. Griffith never served in any branch of the U.S. armed forces, but he was given the honorary title of colonel by influential friends in the California National Guard. The title remained a permanent fixture to his name. In 1900, there were only 23 properties in Los Feliz.

Griffith died on July 6, 1919, at the age of 67. Griffith bequeathed $700,000 and his Los Feliz area to the city of Los Angeles to be used for additions to Griffith Park.
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 Motion pictures




The neighborhood has been home to movie stars, musicians, and the Hollywood elite. It boasts some of the best-known residential architecture in the city, including two homes designed by Frank Lloyd Wright[image: External link]—the Ennis House[image: External link] and the Hollyhock House[image: External link]—and Richard Neutra[image: External link]'s Lovell House[image: External link].

Mickey Mouse[image: External link] was "born" in Los Feliz: Walt Disney[image: External link] drew his first image of the now-legendary character in the garage of his uncle's house, on Kingswell Avenue between Vermont Avenue and Rodney Drive. Disney's first animation studio (now a photocopy store[ when?[image: External link]][citation needed[image: External link]]) was also on Kingswell Avenue, just down the street from his uncle's house and east of Vermont Avenue. Disney's second, larger studio (now a Gelson's supermarket[ when?[image: External link]]) was at the corner of Griffith Park Boulevard and Hyperion Avenue, on the Silver Lake[image: External link] side of the Los Feliz – Silver Lake boundary.

Los Feliz was also home to many other early studios, such as D. W. Griffith[image: External link]'s, which now houses The Prospect Studios[image: External link] (formally known as First National-Warner Brothers[image: External link] and more recently ABC Television Center[image: External link]), at the intersection of Prospect Avenue and Talmadge Street. On Sunset Boulevard was Monogram Pictures[image: External link] ( KCET[image: External link] public television), where early Charlie Chan[image: External link] movies were filmed, as well as Hurricane, starring Dorothy Lamour[image: External link], and the camp classic Johnny Guitar[image: External link]. (The Western[image: External link] street from that movie remained until the mid-1980s, when KCET razed the set to make way for a parking structure.)
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 May 2007 fire




On May 8–9, 2007, about 800 acres (3.2 km2) of uninhabited terrain in Los Feliz and Griffith Park, including the famous Dante's View, were destroyed in a wildfire. In light of the event, Los Angeles city officials pledged millions of dollars in aid to reconstruct the damage.[7]

Further information: Griffith Park § Fires[image: External link]
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 Geography




The Laughlin Park area, with 60 houses, is gated. In 1998, Laura Meyers of Los Angeles Magazine[image: External link] described the area as "The most seductive, exclusive neighborhood in Los Feliz".[8]
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 Education




Forty-two percent of Los Feliz residents aged 25 and older had earned a four-year degree in 2000, a high figure for the city.[4]

The schools within Los Feliz are as follows:[9]


	
John Marshall Senior High School[image: External link], LAUSD[image: External link], 3939 Tracy Street. Designed by architect George M. Lindsey in the Collegiate Gothic[image: External link] style, the school opened on January 26, 1931. After the Sylmar earthquake[image: External link] of 1971, some of Marshall’s buildings were condemned. The cafeteria[image: External link] was torn down, but the Main Building was preserved. In 1975, it was closed for structural strengthening, and in September 1981 it was reopened. Mike Haynes Stadium, the school's football and track arena, dates to 1981 and was renovated with a regulation Olympic track and new turf field in 2010.[citation needed[image: External link]]


	Franklin Avenue Elementary School, LAUSD, 1910 North Commonwealth Avenue

	Los Feliz Elementary School, LAUSD, 1740 North New Hampshire Avenue

	
Thomas Starr King[image: External link] Middle School, LAUSD, 4201 Fountain Avenue

	Our Mother of Good Counsel, private elementary, 4622 Ambrose Avenue

	
Lycée International de Los Angeles[image: External link] Los Feliz campus, private elementary



In 1998, Laura Meyers of the Los Angeles Times said that residents of the Laughlin Park section of Los Feliz "tend not to send their kids to the local public schools" and instead "often" select the Lycée International or the Oaks School.[8]

The Immaculate Heart school is in close proximity to the community.[10]
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 Los Feliz Village




Los Feliz Village is the southern section of Los Feliz, home to most of the commercial storefronts in the district. It is centered on the thoroughfares of Vermont and Hillhurst Avenues and spans from about Prospect Avenue to Los Feliz Boulevard. There are several coffee shops, restaurants, and small clothing and vintage stores.

Los Feliz Village Business Improvement District helps promote local businesses and has an annual street fair.

On February 2014, a local shop called Dumb Starbucks[image: External link] was opened as a bit for the Comedy Central[image: External link] show Nathan for You[image: External link] in Los Feliz Village. It has gained notoriety as a parody of Starbucks.[11]
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 Nightlife




Los Feliz Village is home or in proximity to numerous bars and restaurants catering to nightlife. They are mostly on Hillhurst Avenue between Los Feliz Boulevard and Prospect Avenue, and on Vermont Avenue between Franklin Avenue and Hollywood Boulevard. Some were classic dive bars in their heyday, frequented by the likes of Charles Bukowski[image: External link], Lawrence Tierney[image: External link], sundry working-class drunks, poets, artists, writers, and other creative types.

The Derby, at Hillhurst Avenue and Los Feliz Boulevard, the last remaining location of the historic Brown Derby[image: External link] chain, was featured in the movie Swingers[image: External link]. It closed in 2009.

The Dresden Room on Vermont Avenue, also featured in the film Swingers[image: External link], has live entertainment by Marty and Elayne. (Marty and Elayne make brief, performing appearances in both Swingers[image: External link] and the fourth-season Mr. Show[image: External link] episode "Rudy Will Await Your Foundation[image: External link]".)

Figaro Bistrot on Vermont Avenue was built in 1922.[12]
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 Disneyland recreation




Buena Vista Street[image: External link], the entrance to the California Adventure[image: External link] theme park at the Disneyland Resort[image: External link], is partly modeled after Los Feliz in the 1920s and 1930s. The Disney Buena Vista Street even includes a retail location called Los Feliz Five and Dime. Disney's Hyperion studio was situated in the Los Feliz area.[13]
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 See also





	List of people from Los Feliz, Los Angeles, California[image: External link]

	Los Angeles Historic-Cultural Monuments in Hollywood and Los Feliz[image: External link]

	
Robert M. Allan[image: External link], City Council representative, 1925–27
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Eva Mendes






Eva de la Caridad Mendez (born March 5, 1974)[1] is an American actress, model and businesswoman. She began acting in the late 1990s, and after a series of roles in B movies[image: External link] such as Children of the Corn V: Fields of Terror[image: External link] (1998) and Urban Legends: Final Cut[image: External link] (2000), she made a career-changing appearance in Training Day[image: External link] (2001). Since then, Mendes has co-starred in films such as All About the Benjamins[image: External link], 2 Fast 2 Furious[image: External link], Ghost Rider[image: External link], We Own the Night[image: External link], Stuck on You[image: External link], Hitch[image: External link], and The Other Guys[image: External link].

She has appeared in several music videos and has sung with CeeLo Green[image: External link]. Mendes has been a model and ambassador for Cocio[image: External link] chocolate milk, Magnum[image: External link] ice cream, Revlon[image: External link], Calvin Klein[image: External link], Cartier[image: External link], Thierry Mugler[image: External link] perfume, Reebok[image: External link], Campari[image: External link] apéritif, Pantene[image: External link] shampoo, Morgan[image: External link], and Peek & Cloppenburg[image: External link]. She designs a fashion collection for New York & Company[image: External link] and is also the creative director of CIRCA Beauty, a makeup line sold at Walgreens[image: External link].



TOP
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 Early life




Mendes was born in Miami[image: External link], Florida[image: External link], to Cuban[image: External link] parents Eva Pérez Suárez and Juan Carlos Méndez, and raised by her mother in the Los Angeles[image: External link] suburb of Glendale[image: External link] after her parents' divorce. Mendes was raised a Roman Catholic and at one time even considered becoming a Catholic[image: External link] nun[image: External link].[2] Her mother worked at Mann's Chinese Theatre[image: External link][3] and later for an aerospace company, and her father ran a meat distribution business.[4] Mendes had two brothers, Juan Carlos (1963–2016) and Carlo,[5] and a sister, Janet.[6] She attended Hoover High School[image: External link] in Glendale,[7] and later studied marketing at California State University, Northridge[image: External link], but left college to pursue acting under Ivana Chubbuck[image: External link].[8]


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Career





[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Acting




Mendes began her acting career after a talent manager saw her photo in a friend's portfolio.[9] Her first film appearance was in the direct-to-video Children of the Corn V: Fields of Terror[image: External link]. Mendes was disappointed in her performance and she hired an acting coach.[10] She then appeared in the films A Night at the Roxbury[image: External link], My Brother the Pig[image: External link], Urban Legends: Final Cut[image: External link], and Exit Wounds[image: External link].

Mendes' breakthrough role came when she appeared in Antoine Fuqua[image: External link]'s crime thriller Training Day[image: External link].[11] This then led to roles in All About the Benjamins[image: External link], 2 Fast 2 Furious[image: External link], Once Upon a Time in Mexico[image: External link] (which earned her a nomination at the Teen Choice Awards), Out of Time[image: External link], and Stuck on You[image: External link]. She was the female lead in the 2005 film Hitch[image: External link], making her one of the first minority actors to play the lead in a hit romantic comedy.[9] Mendes subsequently starred in The Wendell Baker Story[image: External link], Guilty Hearts[image: External link], Trust the Man[image: External link], Ghost Rider[image: External link], We Own the Night[image: External link], Live![image: External link], and Cleaner[image: External link].

In 2008, she was nominated for the Golden Raspberry Award for Worst Actress[image: External link] for her performance in the all-female comedy film The Women[image: External link].[12] Mendes then appeared in The Spirit[image: External link], Bad Lieutenant: Port of Call New Orleans[image: External link],[13] The Other Guys[image: External link],[14] Last Night[image: External link], Fast Five[image: External link], and a spoof short film for Funny or Die[image: External link].[15] In 2012, Mendes visited Sierra Leone and was featured in the PBS documentary Half the Sky: Turning Oppression into Opportunity for Women Worldwide[image: External link].[16] In 2012, she starred in the crime drama film The Place Beyond the Pines,[17] with Entertainment Weekly describing her performance as "quietly heartbreaking".[18] The following year, she appeared in the HBO[image: External link] comedy film Clear History[image: External link].[19]
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 Modeling




Mendes appeared in the Pet Shop Boys[image: External link]' music video for "Se a vida é (That's the Way Life Is)[image: External link]" in 1996, Aerosmith[image: External link]'s music video for "Hole in My Soul[image: External link]" in 1997, and Will Smith's music video for " Miami[image: External link]" in 1998. She also appeared in the music video for The Strokes[image: External link]' "The End Has No End[image: External link]" in 2004.

Mendes was employed by Revlon[image: External link] as an international spokesperson, and participated in their campaign to raise funds for breast cancer[image: External link] research.[20] She appeared nude in a print advertisement for Calvin Klein[image: External link]'s Secret Obsession perfume, an ad which was banned in the United States.[21] In December 2007, People for the Ethical Treatment of Animals (PETA) used a nude photo of Mendes for their anti-fur campaign.[22] She also modelled in a Morgan[image: External link] campaign.[23] Mendes was a spokesmodel for the 2008 Campari[image: External link] calendar.[24] In July 2008, she was announced as the international face of Australia[image: External link]'s 30 Days of Fashion & Beauty event. She made guest appearances in that country at the month-long festival in September.[25] Mendes has been a spokesperson for Calvin Klein,[26] Magnum[image: External link],[27] and the chocolate milk brand Cocio[image: External link].[28] She also promoted Thierry Mugler[image: External link]'s Angel fragrance,[29] Reebok[image: External link] shoes,[30] and Pantene[image: External link] shampoo.[31] In 2011, Mendes appeared in a Peek & Cloppenburg[image: External link] clothing catalog.[32]
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 Other ventures




Mendes has a line of bed linens and dinnerware that is sold at Macy's[image: External link].[33][34] In 2010, Mendes sang on "Pimps Don't Cry", a song featured in The Other Guys[image: External link],[35] and performed a duet with CeeLo Green[image: External link] on "Pimps Don't Cry".[36] In 2011, she recorded a version of "The Windmills of Your Mind[image: External link]".[37] She is the also creative director of the makeup brand CIRCA Beauty, which launched exclusively at Walgreens[image: External link] in 2015.[38][39][40]
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 Personal life




Mendes was in a relationship with George Augusto from 2002 to 2010.[41][42] In 2011, she began dating her The Place Beyond the Pines co-star Ryan Gosling. They have two daughters: Esmeralda Amada (born September 12, 2014)[43][44] and Amada Lee (born April 29, 2016).[45]

Mendes is a pescatarian[image: External link] for both ethical and health reasons.[46] She also practices Transcendental Meditation[image: External link].[47]
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 In the media




Mendes was voted number four in the 2008 edition, and number one in the 2009 edition, of AskMen.com[image: External link]'s Top 99 Most Desirable Women.[48] Maxim[image: External link] ranked Mendes number seven in its 2007 Hot 100 issue.[49] She appeared on the cover of Maxim for the second time in November 2007.[50] Maxim[image: External link] ranked Mendes number 11 in its 2010 Hot 100 issue.[51] People named her one of 2012's Most Beautiful at Every Age.[52]
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 Filmography






	Year
	Title
	Role
	Notes



	1998
	ER[image: External link]
	Donna
	Episode: "Exodus"



	Children of the Corn V: Fields of Terror[image: External link]
	Kir
	



	A Night at the Roxbury[image: External link]
	Bridesmaid
	



	1998
	Mortal Kombat: Conquest[image: External link]
	Hanna
	Episode: "Thicker Than Blood"



	1999
	My Brother the Pig[image: External link]
	Matilda
	



	2000
	The Disciples
	Maria Serranco
	



	Urban Legends: Final Cut[image: External link]
	Vanessa Valdeon
	



	2001
	Exit Wounds[image: External link]
	Trish
	



	Training Day[image: External link]
	Sara Harris
	



	2002
	All About the Benjamins[image: External link]
	Gina
	



	2003
	2 Fast 2 Furious[image: External link]
	Monica Fuentes[image: External link]
	



	Once Upon a Time in Mexico[image: External link]
	Ajedrez Barillo
	



	Out of Time[image: External link]
	Alex Díaz Whitlock
	



	Stuck on You[image: External link]
	April Mercedes
	



	2005
	Hitch[image: External link]
	Sara Melas
	



	The Wendell Baker Story[image: External link]
	Doreen
	



	Guilty Hearts[image: External link]
	Gabriella
	



	2006
	Trust the Man[image: External link]
	Faith Faison
	



	2007
	Ghost Rider[image: External link]
	Roxanne Simpson
	



	Knocked Up[image: External link]
	Herself
	Uncredited



	We Own the Night[image: External link]
	Amada Juarez
	



	Live![image: External link]
	Katy Courbet
	Executive producer



	Cleaner[image: External link]
	Ann Norcut
	



	2008
	The Women[image: External link]
	Crystal Allen
	



	The Spirit[image: External link]
	Sand Saref
	



	2009
	The Bad Lieutenant: Port of Call New Orleans[image: External link]
	Frankie Donnenfeld
	



	2010
	The Other Guys[image: External link]
	Dr. Sheila Gamble
	



	Last Night[image: External link]
	Laura Nunez
	



	2011
	Fast Five[image: External link]
	Monica Fuentes
	Uncredited



	2012
	Holy Motors[image: External link]
	Kay M.
	



	Girl in Progress[image: External link]
	Grace Gutierrez
	



	The Place Beyond the Pines
	Romina Gutierrez
	



	2013
	Clear History[image: External link]
	Jennifer
	Television film



	2014
	Lost River
	Cat
	





[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Awards and nominations






	Year
	Award
	Category
	Work
	Result



	2002
	ALMA Awards[image: External link]
	Outstanding Supporting Actress in a Motion Picture
	Training Day[image: External link]
	Nominated



	2004
	Teen Choice Awards
	Choice Movie: Female Breakout Star[image: External link]
	N/A
	Nominated



	2005
	Capri Hollywood Awards
	Capri Global Award
	N/A
	Won



	Teen Choice Awards
	Choice Movie: Love Scene[image: External link]
	Hitch[image: External link]
	Nominated



	2006
	ALMA Awards[image: External link]
	Outstanding Actress in a Motion Picture
	Nominated



	2007
	ALMA Awards[image: External link]
	Outstanding Actress in a Motion Picture
	Trust the Man[image: External link]
	Nominated



	Imagen Foundation Awards[image: External link]
	Best Actress – Feature Film
	Ghost Rider[image: External link]
	Nominated



	2009
	ALMA Awards[image: External link]
	Outstanding Actress in a Motion Picture
	The Women[image: External link] and The Spirit[image: External link]
	Nominated



	Giffoni Film Festival[image: External link]
	Giffoni Award
	N/A
	Won



	2011
	ALMA Awards[image: External link]
	Favorite Movie Actress – Comedy/Musical
	The Other Guys[image: External link]
	Nominated



	Teen Choice Awards[image: External link]
	Choice Movie Actress – Comedy[image: External link]
	Nominated



	2012
	Imagen Foundation Awards[image: External link]
	Best Actress – Feature Film
	Girl in Progress[image: External link]
	Nominated



	ALMA Awards[image: External link]
	Favorite Movie Actress – Drama/Adventure
	Nominated



	2013
	Imagen Foundation Awards[image: External link]
	Best Actress – Feature Film
	The Place Beyond the Pines
	Nominated



	2016
	Premios Juventud[image: External link]
	Actriz Que Se Roba La Pantalla
	N/A
	Nominated
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Indie Rock






Indie rock is a genre of alternative rock[image: External link] that originated in the United States and the United Kingdom in the 1980s. Originally used to describe independent record labels[image: External link], the term became associated with the music they produced and was initially used interchangeably with alternative rock. As grunge[image: External link] and punk revival[image: External link] bands in the US, and then Britpop[image: External link] bands in the UK, broke into the mainstream in the 1990s, it came to be used to identify those acts that retained an outsider and underground perspective. In the 2000s, as a result of changes in the music industry and the growing importance of the Internet, some indie rock acts began to enjoy commercial success, leading to questions about its meaningfulness as a term.

In the mid-1980s, the term " indie[image: External link]" (or "indie pop[image: External link]") began to be used to describe the music produced on punk[image: External link] and post-punk[image: External link] labels.[1] Some prominent indie rock record labels were founded during the 1980s. During the 1990s, Grunge bands broke into the mainstream, and the term "alternative" lost its original counter-cultural meaning. The term "indie rock" became associated with the bands and genres that remained dedicated to their independent status.[2] By the end of the 1990s indie rock developed subgenres and related styles including lo-fi[image: External link], noise pop[image: External link], emo[image: External link], slowcore[image: External link], post-rock[image: External link] and math rock[image: External link].[2] In the 2000s, changes in the music industry and in music technology enabled a new wave of indie rock bands to achieve mainstream success.[3]

In the early 2000s, a new group of bands that played a stripped-down and back-to-basics version of guitar rock emerged into the mainstream. The commercial breakthrough from these scenes was led by four bands: The Strokes[image: External link], The White Stripes[image: External link], The Hives[image: External link] and The Vines[image: External link]. Emo also broke into mainstream culture in the early 2000s.[4] By the end of the 2000s the proliferation of indie bands was being referred to as "indie landfill".[5]
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 Characteristics




The term indie rock, which comes from "independent," describes the small and relatively low-budget labels[image: External link] on which it is released and the do-it-yourself[image: External link] attitude of the bands and artists involved. Although distribution deals are often struck with major corporate companies, these labels and the bands they host have attempted to retain their autonomy, leaving them free to explore sounds, emotions and subjects of limited appeal to large, mainstream audiences.[2] The influences and styles of the artists have been extremely diverse, including punk[image: External link], psychedelia[image: External link], post-punk[image: External link] and country[image: External link].[1] The terms "alternative rock[image: External link]" and "indie rock" were used interchangeably in the 1980s, but after many alternative bands followed Nirvana[image: External link] into the mainstream in the early 1990s, "indie rock" began to be used to describe those bands, working in a variety of styles, that did not pursue or achieve commercial success.[2] Aesthetically speaking, indie rock is characterized as having a careful balance of pop accessibility with noise, experimentation with pop music formulae, sensitive lyrics masked by ironic posturing, a concern with "authenticity," and the depiction of a simple guy or girl.[6]

Allmusic identifies indie rock as including a number of "varying musical approaches [not] compatible with mainstream tastes".[7] Linked by an ethos more than a musical approach, the indie rock movement encompassed a wide range of styles, from hard-edged, grunge-influenced bands, through do-it-yourself experimental bands like Pavement[image: External link], to punk-folk singers such as Ani DiFranco[image: External link].[8] In fact, there is an everlasting list of genres and subgenres of indie rock.[9] Many countries have developed an extensive local indie[image: External link] scene, flourishing with bands with enough popularity to survive inside the respective country, but virtually unknown elsewhere. However, there are still indie bands that start off locally, but eventually attract an international audience.[10][11]

Indie rock has been identified as a reaction against the macho culture that developed in alternative rock[image: External link] in the aftermath of Nirvana[image: External link]'s success.[2] Indie rock is noted for having a relatively high proportion of female artists compared with preceding rock genres, a tendency exemplified by the development of the feminist-informed Riot Grrrl[image: External link] music of acts like Bikini Kill[image: External link], Bratmobile[image: External link], 7 Year Bitch[image: External link], Team Dresch[image: External link] and Huggy Bear[image: External link].[12] However, Cortney Harding pointed out that this sense of equality is not reflected in the number of women running indie labels.[13]
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 Origins: Late 1970s and 1980s
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 Post-punk and indie pop




Main articles: Post-punk[image: External link] and Indie pop[image: External link]


See also: College rock[image: External link] and Jangle pop[image: External link]


The BBC documentary Music for Misfits: The Story of Indie[14] pinpoints the birth of indie as the 1977 self-publication of the Spiral Scratch EP[image: External link] by Manchester band Buzzcocks[image: External link]. Although Buzzcocks are often classified as a punk band, it has been argued by the BBC and others [15] that the publication of Spiral Scratch independently of a major label led to the coining of the name "indie" ("indie" being the shortened form of "independent").

"Indie pop[image: External link]" and "indie" were originally synonymous.[16] In the mid-1980s, "indie" began to be used to describe the music produced on post-punk[image: External link] labels rather than the labels themselves.[1] The indie rock scene in the US was prefigured by the college rock[image: External link][17] that dominated college radio[image: External link] playlists, which included key bands like R.E.M.[image: External link] from the US and The Smiths[image: External link] from the UK.[18] These two bands rejected the dominant synthpop[image: External link] of the early 1980s,[19][20] and helped inspire guitar-based jangle pop[image: External link]; other important bands in the genre included 10,000 Maniacs[image: External link] and the dB's[image: External link] from the US, and The Housemartins[image: External link] and The La's[image: External link] from the UK. In the United States, the term was particularly associated with the abrasive, distortion-heavy sounds of the Pixies[image: External link], Hüsker Dü[image: External link], Minutemen[image: External link], Meat Puppets[image: External link], Dinosaur Jr.[image: External link], and The Replacements[image: External link].[18]

In the United Kingdom the C86[image: External link] cassette, a 1986 NME[image: External link] compilation featuring Primal Scream[image: External link], The Pastels[image: External link], The Wedding Present[image: External link] and other bands, was a document of the UK indie scene at the start of 1986. It gave its name to the indie pop scene that followed, which was a major influence on the development of the British indie scene[image: External link] as a whole.[21][22] Major precursors of indie pop[image: External link] included Postcard[image: External link] bands Josef K[image: External link] and Orange Juice[image: External link], and significant labels included Creation[image: External link], Subway[image: External link] and Glass[image: External link].[16] The Jesus and Mary Chain[image: External link]'s sound combined the Velvet Underground[image: External link]'s "melancholy noise" with Beach Boys[image: External link] pop melodies and Phil Spector[image: External link]'s "Wall of Sound[image: External link]" production,[23][24][example's importance?[image: External link]] while New Order[image: External link] emerged from the demise of post-punk band Joy Division[image: External link] and experimented with techno[image: External link] and house music[image: External link].[25][example's importance?[image: External link]]
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Main articles: Noise rock[image: External link] and Shoegazing[image: External link]


The most abrasive and discordant outgrowth of punk was noise rock[image: External link], which emphasised loud distorted electric guitars and powerful drums, and was pioneered by bands including Sonic Youth[image: External link], Swans[image: External link], Big Black[image: External link] and Butthole Surfers[image: External link].[26] A number of prominent indie rock record labels[image: External link] were founded during the 1980s. These include Washington, DC[image: External link]'s Dischord Records[image: External link] in 1980, Seattle[image: External link]'s Sub Pop Records[image: External link] in 1986[27] and New York City[image: External link]'s Matador Records[image: External link] and Durham[image: External link], North Carolina's Merge Records[image: External link] in 1989. Chicago[image: External link]'s Touch and Go Records[image: External link] was founded as a fanzine[image: External link] in 1979 and began to release records during the 1980s.[28]

The Jesus and Mary Chain, along with Dinosaur Jr, indie pop and the dream pop[image: External link] of Cocteau Twins[image: External link], were the formative influences for the shoegazing[image: External link] movement of the late 1980s. Named for the band members' tendency to stare at their feet and guitar effects pedals[image: External link] onstage rather than interact with the audience, acts like My Bloody Valentine[image: External link], and later Slowdive[image: External link] and Ride[image: External link] created a loud "wash of sound" that obscured vocals and melodies with long, droning riffs, distortion, and feedback.[29] The other major movement at the end of the 1980s was the drug-fuelled Madchester[image: External link] scene. Based around The Haçienda[image: External link], a nightclub in Manchester owned by New Order and Factory Records[image: External link], Madchester bands such as Happy Mondays[image: External link] and The Stone Roses[image: External link] mixed acid house[image: External link] dance rhythms, Northern soul[image: External link] and funk[image: External link] with melodic guitar pop.[30]
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 Alternative enters the mainstream




Main article: Alternative rock[image: External link]


The 1990s brought major changes to the alternative rock scene. Grunge[image: External link] bands such as Nirvana[image: External link], Pearl Jam[image: External link], Soundgarden[image: External link], Hole[image: External link], and Alice in Chains[image: External link] broke into the mainstream, achieving commercial chart success and widespread exposure.[2] Punk revival[image: External link] bands like Green Day[image: External link] and The Offspring[image: External link] also became popular and were grouped under the "alternative" umbrella.[8] Similarly, in the United Kingdom Britpop[image: External link] saw bands like Blur[image: External link] and Oasis[image: External link] emerge into the mainstream, abandoning the regional, small-scale and political elements of the 1980s indie[image: External link] scene.[31] Bands like Hüsker Dü and Violent Femmes were just as prominent during this time period, yet they have remained iconoclastic, and are not the bands that are frequently cited as inspirations to the current generation of indie rockers.[32]

As a result of alternative rock bands moving into the mainstream, the term "alternative" lost its original counter-cultural meaning and began to refer to the new, commercially lighter form of music that was now achieving mainstream success. It has been argued that even the term "sellout" lost its meaning as grunge made it possible for a niche movement, no matter how radical, to be co-opted by the mainstream, cementing the formation of an individualist, fragmented culture.[33] This theory hypothesizes staying independent became a career choice for bands privy to industry functions rather than an ideal, as the principle of resistance to the market evaporated in favor of a more synergistic culture.[33]

The term "indie rock" became associated with the bands and genres that remained dedicated to their independent status.[2] Even grunge bands, following their break with success, began to create more independent sounding music, further blurring the lines.[33] Ryan Moore has argued that in the wake of the appropriation of alternative rock by the corporate music industry that what became known as indie rock increasingly turned to the past to produce forms of "retro" rock that drew on garage rock[image: External link], rockabilly[image: External link], blues[image: External link], country[image: External link] and swing[image: External link].[34]
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 Indie electronic




Indie electronic covers rock-based artists who share an affinity for electronic music, using samplers, synthesizers, drum machines, and computer programs.[35] Less a style and more a categorization, it describes an early 1990s trend of acts who followed in the traditions of early electronic music (composers of the BBC Radiophonic Workshop[image: External link]), krautrock[image: External link] and synth-pop[image: External link].[35] Progenitors of the genre were English bands Disco Inferno[image: External link] and Stereolab[image: External link].[35] Most musicians in the genre can be found on independent labels like Warp[image: External link], Morr Music[image: External link], Sub Pop[image: External link] or Ghostly International[image: External link].[35]
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 Diversification




By the end of the 1990s indie rock developed a number of subgenres and related styles. Following indie pop[image: External link] these included lo-fi, noise pop, sadcore, post-rock, space rock and math rock.[2] Lo-fi[image: External link] eschewed polished recording techniques for a D.I.Y. ethos and was spearheaded by Beck[image: External link], Sebadoh[image: External link] and Pavement[image: External link],[8] who were joined by eclectic folk and rock acts of the Elephant 6[image: External link] collective, including Neutral Milk Hotel[image: External link], Elf Power[image: External link] and of Montreal[image: External link].[36] The work of Talk Talk[image: External link] and Slint[image: External link] helped inspire post-rock[image: External link] (an experimental style influenced by jazz[image: External link] and electronic music[image: External link], pioneered by Bark Psychosis[image: External link] and taken up by acts such as Tortoise[image: External link], Stereolab[image: External link], and Laika[image: External link]),[37][38] as well as leading to more dense and complex, guitar-based math rock[image: External link], developed by acts like Polvo[image: External link] and Chavez[image: External link].[39]

Space rock[image: External link] looked back to progressive roots, with drone-heavy and minimalist acts like Spacemen 3[image: External link] in the 1980s, Spectrum[image: External link] and Spiritualized[image: External link], and later groups including Flying Saucer Attack[image: External link], Godspeed You! Black Emperor[image: External link] and Quickspace[image: External link].[40] In contrast, sadcore[image: External link] emphasized pain and suffering through melodic use of acoustic and electronic instrumentation in the music of bands like American Music Club[image: External link] and Red House Painters[image: External link],[41] while the revival of Baroque pop[image: External link] reacted against lo-fi and experimental music by placing an emphasis on melody and classical instrumentation, with artists like Arcade Fire[image: External link], Belle and Sebastian[image: External link] and Rufus Wainwright[image: External link]. Weezer[image: External link]'s Pinkerton[image: External link] (1996) introduced the genre to a wider and more mainstream audience.[42]
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In the 2000s, the changing music industry, the decline in record sales, the growth of new digital technology and increased use of the Internet as a tool for music promotion, allowed a new wave of indie rock bands to achieve mainstream success.[3] Existing indie bands that were now able to enter the mainstream included more musically and emotionally complex bands[43] including Modest Mouse[image: External link] (whose 2004 album Good News for People Who Love Bad News[image: External link] reached the US top 40 and was nominated for a Grammy[image: External link] Award), Bright Eyes[image: External link] (who in 2004 had two singles at the top of the Billboard magazine Hot 100 Single Sales[image: External link])[44] and Death Cab for Cutie[image: External link] (whose 2005 album Plans[image: External link] debuted at number four in the US, remaining on the Billboard charts for nearly one year and achieving platinum status and a Grammy nomination).[45] This new commercial breakthrough and the widespread use of the term indie to other forms of popular culture, led a number of commentators to suggest that indie rock had ceased to be a meaningful term.[46][47]
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Main article: Post-punk revival[image: External link]


In the early 2000s, a new group of bands that played a stripped-down and back-to-basics version of guitar rock emerged into the mainstream. They were variously characterised as part of a garage rock[image: External link], new wave[image: External link] or post-punk[image: External link] revival.[48][49][50][51] Because the bands came from across the globe, cited diverse influences (from traditional blues, through new wave to grunge), and adopted differing styles of dress, their unity as a genre has been disputed.[52] There had been attempts to revive garage rock and elements of punk in the 1980s and 1990s and by 2000 scenes had grown up in several countries.[53] The Detroit rock scene included The Von Bondies[image: External link], Electric Six[image: External link], The Dirtbombs[image: External link] and The Detroit Cobras[image: External link][54] and that of New York Radio 4[image: External link], Yeah Yeah Yeahs[image: External link], Electric Frankenstein[image: External link], and The Rapture[image: External link].[55] Elsewhere, the Oblivians[image: External link] from Memphis,[56] Billy Childish[image: External link] and The Buff Medways from Britain,[57] The (International) Noise Conspiracy[image: External link] from Sweden,[58] and The 5.6.7.8's[image: External link] from Japan,[59] enjoyed underground, regional or national success.

The commercial breakthrough from these scenes was led by four bands: The Strokes[image: External link], who emerged from the New York club scene with their début album Is This It[image: External link] (2001); The White Stripes[image: External link], from Detroit, with their third album White Blood Cells[image: External link] (2001); The Hives[image: External link] from Sweden, after their compilation album Your New Favourite Band[image: External link] (2001); and The Vines[image: External link] from Australia with Highly Evolved[image: External link] (2002).[60] They were christened the "The" bands by the media, and dubbed "The saviours of rock 'n' roll", leading to accusations of hype.[61] A second wave of bands that managed to gain international recognition as a result of the movement included The Black Keys[image: External link], Black Rebel Motorcycle Club[image: External link], Modest Mouse[image: External link], The Killers[image: External link], Interpol[image: External link] and Kings of Leon[image: External link] from the US.[62]

From the UK were The Libertines[image: External link], Franz Ferdinand[image: External link], Bloc Party[image: External link], Editors[image: External link],[63] The Fratellis[image: External link], Placebo[image: External link], Razorlight[image: External link], Kaiser Chiefs[image: External link] and The Kooks[image: External link].[64] British band Arctic Monkeys[image: External link] were the most prominent act to owe their initial commercial success to the use of Internet social networking[image: External link], topping the charts with their debut single "I Bet You Look Good on the Dancefloor[image: External link]".[65] Also successful were Jet[image: External link] from Australia,[66] and The Datsuns[image: External link] and The D4[image: External link] from New Zealand.[67] Many of the British bands listed above, with the exception of Arctic Monkeys, experienced a sharp decline in commercial fortunes owing to what The Guardian has called the "slow and painful death" of indie rock.[68]
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Main article: Emo[image: External link]


Emo also broke into mainstream culture in the early 2000s, with the platinum-selling success of Jimmy Eat World[image: External link]'s Bleed American[image: External link] (2001) and Dashboard Confessional[image: External link]'s The Places You Have Come to Fear the Most[image: External link] (2001).[4] The new emo had a more refined sound than in the 1990s and a far greater appeal amongst adolescents than its earlier incarnations.[4] At the same time, use of the term "emo" expanded beyond the musical genre, becoming associated with fashion, a hairstyle and any music that expressed emotion.[69] The term "emo" has been applied by critics and journalists to a variety of artists, including multi-platinum acts such as Fall Out Boy[image: External link],[70] My Chemical Romance[image: External link],[71] Paramore[image: External link],[70] and Panic! at the Disco[image: External link].[72]
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 Landfill Indie




By the end of the 2000s the proliferation of indie bands was being referred to as "indie landfill",[5] a description coined by Andrew Harrison of The Word[image: External link] magazine,[73] and the dominance of pop and other forms of music over guitar-based indie was leading to predictions of the end of indie rock. However, there continued to be commercial successes like Kasabian[image: External link]'s West Ryder Pauper Lunatic Asylum[image: External link] (2009), which reached number one in the UK.[74] In 2010, Canadian band Arcade Fire[image: External link]'s album The Suburbs[image: External link] reached number one on the Billboard charts in the United States and the official chart in the United Kingdom, winning a Grammy for Album of The Year.[75]
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"Folk pop" redirects here. It is not to be confused with Pop-folk[image: External link].



	This article may primarily relate to a different subject[image: External link], or place undue weight[image: External link] on a particular aspect rather than the subject as a whole[image: External link]. Specifically, British Invasion[image: External link], and American folk music revival[image: External link]. Please help by spinning off[image: External link] or relocating[image: External link] any relevant information, and removing excessive detail[image: External link] that may be against Wikipedia's inclusion policy[image: External link]. (February 2017)




Folk rock is a music genre[image: External link] combining elements of folk music[image: External link] and rock music[image: External link]. In its earliest and narrowest sense, the term referred to a genre that arose in the United States and the United Kingdom around the mid-1960s. The genre was pioneered by the Los Angeles band[image: External link] the Byrds[image: External link], who began playing traditional[image: External link] folk music and songs by Bob Dylan[image: External link] with rock instrumentation. The term "folk rock" was coined by the U.S. music press[image: External link] to describe the Byrds' music in June 1965, the month in which the band's debut album[image: External link] was issued.

The release of the Byrds' 1965 cover version[image: External link] of Dylan's "Mr. Tambourine Man[image: External link]" and its subsequent commercial success, along with Dylan's own recordings with rock instrumentation—on the albums Bringing It All Back Home[image: External link] (1965), Highway 61 Revisited[image: External link] (1965), and Blonde on Blonde[image: External link] (1966)—initiated an explosion of folk rock groups the mid-1960s. Dylan's appearance at the Newport Folk Festival[image: External link] on 25 July 1965, with an electric band backing him, was also a pivotal moment in the development of the genre.

A distinct, eclectic style of electric folk[image: External link] was created in Britain and Europe in the late 1960s by Pentangle[image: External link], Fairport Convention[image: External link] and Alan Stivell[image: External link]. Inspired by British psychedelic folk[image: External link] and the North American style of folk rock, Pentangle, Fairport, and other related bands began to incorporate elements of traditional British folk music into their repertoire. Fairport bassist[image: External link] Ashley Hutchings[image: External link] formed Steeleye Span[image: External link] with traditionalist folk musicians who wished to incorporate overt rock elements into their music, and this led to other variants, including the overtly English folk rock of the Albion Band[image: External link] (also featuring Hutchings) and the more prolific current of Celtic rock[image: External link].

In a broader sense, folk rock includes later similarly inspired musical genres and movements in the English-speaking world.[not verified in body[image: External link]]
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Folk rock is a musical genre[image: External link] combining elements of folk music[image: External link] and rock music[image: External link].[1] In its earliest and narrowest sense, the term referred to a genre that arose in the United States and the United Kingdom around the mid-1960s.[2] The style was heavily influenced by the Beatles[image: External link] and other British bands.[3][4] The term "folk rock" was coined by the U.S. music press[image: External link] to describe the Byrds' music in June 1965, the month in which the band's debut album was issued.[5][6] In the opinion of Roger McGuinn[image: External link] of the Byrds, writers who attempt to define the origins of folk rock "don't realise that the Beatles were responsible as far back as 1963". He cites "She Loves You[image: External link]" as one of the first examples where the Beatles introduced folk chord changes into rock music and so initiated the new genre.[7]

Music critic Richie Unterberger has noted that the commercial success of the Byrds' cover version[image: External link] of Dylan's "Mr. Tambourine Man[image: External link]", along with Dylan's own contributions to the genre on the albums Bringing It All Back Home[image: External link], Highway 61 Revisited[image: External link], and Blonde on Blonde[image: External link], initiated an explosion of emulators and imitators. [8][9] Unterberger has also noted that Dylan's appearance at the Newport Folk Festival[image: External link] on 25 July 1965, with an electric band backing him, was a pivotal moment in the development of folk rock.[10]

In a broader sense, folk rock includes later similarly inspired musical genres and movements in the English-speaking world (and its Celtic[image: External link] and Filipino[image: External link] fringes) and, to a lesser extent, elsewhere in Europe. As with any genre, the borders are difficult to define. Folk rock may lean more toward folk or more toward rock in instrumentation, playing and vocal style, and choice of material; while the original genre draws on music of Europe and North America, there is no clear delineation of which folk cultures music might be included as influences. Still, the term is not usually applied to rock music rooted in the blues[image: External link]-based or other African American[image: External link] music (except as mediated through folk revivalists[image: External link]), nor to rock music with Cajun[image: External link] roots, nor to music (especially after about 1980) with non-European folk roots, which is more typically classified as world music[image: External link].[citation needed[image: External link]]
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	This article may contain an excessive amount of intricate detail[image: External link] that may only interest a specific audience. Please help by spinning off[image: External link] or relocating[image: External link] any relevant information, and removing excessive detail that may be against Wikipedia's inclusion policy[image: External link]. (February 2017) (Learn how and when to remove this template message[image: External link])





[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Folk revival




Main article: American folk music revival[image: External link]




	This section should include only a brief summary of Folk revival[image: External link]. See Wikipedia:Summary style[image: External link] for information on how to properly incorporate it into this article's main text. (February 2017)




In the United States, folk rock arose mainly from the confluence of three elements: the urban vocal groups of the folk revival[image: External link]; folk- protest[image: External link] singer-songwriters[image: External link]; and the revival of North American rock and roll after the British Invasion[image: External link].[12] Of these, the first two owed direct debts to protest folk singers such as Woody Guthrie[image: External link] and Pete Seeger[image: External link], along with the leftist[image: External link] Popular Front[image: External link] culture of the 1930s.[12][13] Among the earliest of the urban folk vocal groups was the Almanac Singers[image: External link], who were formed for the purpose of popularizing protest music for political ends and whose shifting membership during the early 1940s included Guthrie, Seeger and Lee Hays[image: External link].[14] In 1948 Seeger and Hays joined Ronnie Gilbert[image: External link] and Fred Hellerman[image: External link] to form the Weavers[image: External link], who had a number of hits[image: External link], including "Kisses Sweeter Than Wine[image: External link]", " Wimoweh[image: External link]", "The Wreck of the John B[image: External link]", and a cover of Lead Belly[image: External link]'s "Goodnight, Irene[image: External link]".[15][16] The Weavers' mainstream popularity set the stage for the folk revival of the 1950s and early 1960s and also served to bridge the gap between folk, popular music, and topical song[image: External link].[16] By 1951, however, the group had fallen afoul of the U.S. Red Scare[image: External link] of the McCarthy[image: External link] era, and as a result they disbanded in 1952.[16] The group reformed in 1955, releasing the influential album The Weavers at Carnegie Hall[image: External link] in 1957, before disbanding for a second time in 1964, although Seeger had left the group in 1958.[16][17]

The Weavers' sound and repertoire of traditional folk material and topical songs directly inspired the Kingston Trio[image: External link], a three-piece folk group who came to prominence in 1958 with their hit recording of "Tom Dooley[image: External link]", which peaked at number 1 on the Billboard Hot 100[image: External link] chart.[16][18][15] The Kingston Trio provided the template for a flood of "collegiate folk" groups between 1958 and 1962, including the Brothers Four[image: External link], the Limeliters[image: External link],[19] the Chad Mitchell Trio[image: External link], the New Christy Minstrels[image: External link], and the Highwaymen[image: External link].[20] Like the Kingston Trio, these groups all featured tight vocal harmonies[image: External link], mildly comedic stage routines, and a repertoire of professionally arranged[image: External link] folk music and topical song, aimed at a mainstream audience.[20][21] The crystal-clear harmony singing and liberal[image: External link] outlook that characterized American folk rock during the mid-1960s sprang directly from the music and philosophies of the "collegiate folk" movement. In addition, the presence of traditional folk songs in the repertoires of a number of folk rock acts can be attributed to the heightened level of exposure that the folk revival afforded such material. Many future folk rock artists, including members of the Byrds, the Mamas & the Papas[image: External link], and Buffalo Springfield[image: External link], along with solo singers like Barry McGuire[image: External link] and Scott McKenzie[image: External link], began their professional music careers in folk revival groups.[20]

At roughly the same time as these "collegiate folk" vocal groups came to national prominence, a second group of urban folk revivalists, influenced by the music and guitar picking[image: External link] styles of folk and blues artist like Woody Guthrie, Lead Belly, Brownie McGhee[image: External link], and Josh White[image: External link], also came to the fore.[22] Many of these urban revivalists were influenced by recordings of traditional American music from the 1920s and 1930s, which had been reissued by Folkways Records[image: External link]; Harry Smith[image: External link]'s Anthology of American Folk Music[image: External link] was particularly influential.[22][23] While this urban folk revival flourished in many cities across the U.S.—particularly Chicago, Los Angeles, and Denver—New York City, with its burgeoning Greenwich Village[image: External link] coffeehouse[image: External link] scene and population of topical folk singers, was widely regarded as the centre of the movement.[22][24] Out of this fertile environment came such folk-protest luminaries as Bob Dylan[image: External link],[25] Tom Paxton[image: External link], Phil Ochs[image: External link], and Peter, Paul and Mary[image: External link],[19] many of whom would transition into folk rock performers as the 1960s progressed.[22]

Like the 1950s Beat Generation[image: External link] before them, the vast majority of the urban folk revivalists shared a disdain for the values of mainstream American mass culture.[26] This rejection of traditional values and the attendant politicization it often bred, along with fervent support for the civil rights movement[image: External link], led many folk singers to begin composing their own "protest" material.[27][28] The most important and influential of this new wave of folk-protest songwriters was Bob Dylan, whose complex lyrics[image: External link] provided a commentary on contemporary social issues and his own life experiences, and thus paralleled the work of Beat Generation writers like Allen Ginsberg[image: External link] and Jack Kerouac[image: External link].[22][28]

After the term "singer-songwriter" was coined in 1965, it was applied retroactively during the late 1960s to the likes of Dylan, Paxton, and other folk-rooted artists, whose repertoires had transitioned from traditional to self-penned material during the early 1960s.[29][30] The influence of this folk-protest movement would later manifest itself in the sociopolitical lyrics and mildly anti-establishment[image: External link] sentiments of many folk rock songs, including hit singles[image: External link] such as "Eve of Destruction[image: External link]", "Like a Rolling Stone[image: External link]", "For What It's Worth[image: External link]", and "Let's Live for Today[image: External link]".

Across the Atlantic, a parallel folk revival was occurring in the UK during the 1950s and early 1960s.[31] The leading protagonists of this revival, often referred to as the second British folk revival[image: External link], were folk singers Ewan MacColl[image: External link] and Bert Lloyd[image: External link], both of whom saw British folk music as a vehicle for leftist[image: External link] political concepts and an antidote to the American-dominated popular music of the time.[31][32] However, it wasn't until 1956 and the advent of the skiffle[image: External link] craze that the British folk revival crossed over into the mainstream and connected with British youth culture.[31][33]

Skiffle was a blend of jazz[image: External link], folk, and country blues[image: External link], with roots in African-American folk music and the post-war British jazz[image: External link] scene.[33][34] During the late 1950s, thousands of teenage skiffle groups sprang up in the UK, each performing traditional material on inexpensive or makeshift instruments, such as acoustic guitar[image: External link], banjo[image: External link], harmonica[image: External link], tea-chest bass[image: External link], and washboard[image: External link].[31][33][35] Many British beat[image: External link], folk, and rock musicians who came to prominence in the 1960s first picked up a musical instrument in order to play skiffle and the folk influences inherent in the genre introduced a new generation of young musicians to traditional music.[33][36] This renewed popularity of folk music forms in Britain led directly to the progressive folk[image: External link] movement and the attendant British folk club scene[image: External link].[31] Among the leading lights of the progressive folk movement were Bert Jansch[image: External link] and John Renbourn[image: External link], who would later form the folk rock band Pentangle[image: External link] in the late 1960s.[37] Many other notable folk rock artists such as Donovan[image: External link], Al Stewart[image: External link], and John Martyn[image: External link] also had roots in the progressive folk scene, as did American singer-songwriter Paul Simon[image: External link].[38][39]
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Beginning in 1964 and lasting until roughly 1966, a wave of British beat[image: External link] groups, including the Beatles[image: External link], the Rolling Stones[image: External link], the Dave Clark Five[image: External link], Gerry & the Pacemakers[image: External link], the Kinks[image: External link], and Herman's Hermits[image: External link] amongst others, dominated the U.S. music charts.[41][42] These groups were all heavily influenced by American rock 'n' roll[image: External link], blues[image: External link], and R&B[image: External link]—musical genres they had been introduced to via homegrown British rock 'n' roll singers, imported American records[image: External link], and the music of the skiffle[image: External link] craze.[41][43] While rock 'n' roll and, to a lesser extent, blues were still popular in the UK, for many young Americans these genres had either become somewhat démodé, as was the case with rock 'n' roll, or were largely unknown to white audiences, as was the case with the blues. These UK groups, known collectively as the British Invasion[image: External link], reintroduced American youth culture to the broad potential of rock and pop music[image: External link] as a creative medium and to the wealth of musical culture to be found within the United States. In addition, a number of the British Invasion bands also wrote their own pop- and R&B-flavored material, something that was rarely done at the time and something that would prove to be influential on many U.S. bands as the 1960s progressed.[43]

Although there had been a few sporadic British successes in the U.S. charts prior to 1964, notably the Tornados[image: External link]' hit instrumental[image: External link] " Telstar[image: External link]",[44] the British Invasion began in earnest in January 1964 when the Beatles' "I Want to Hold Your Hand[image: External link]" single[image: External link] reached number 1 on the Billboard Hot 100.[45][46] This was followed by the American release of Meet the Beatles![image: External link], an LP[image: External link] that topped the Billboard album chart[image: External link] in February 1964 and went on to influence many forms of American popular music[image: External link] during the 1960s.[47][48] In February 1964 the Beatles embarked on their first North American tour, during which they made three television appearances on the popular Ed Sullivan Show[image: External link]; their first appearance drew an estimated viewing audience of 73 million.[46][49] By 4 April 1964, the Beatles held the top five positions on the Billboard singles chart, the only time to date that any act has accomplished such a feat.[46]

The Beatles' impact on America went far beyond commercial success, however, with the fact that the band wrote much of their own material being particularly influential on aspiring U.S. musicians.[43][45] In addition, the youthful exuberance of the band's music, the inventive melodies[image: External link] and harmonies[image: External link] that they utilized, and their image as four equal personalities—rather than the more usual star being backed by a group of anonymous musicians—were all revolutionary in terms of creating a new standard for musical groups.[43] Of particular importance to the development of folk rock were the subtle folk influences evident in such Beatles' compositions as "I'll Be Back[image: External link]", "Things We Said Today[image: External link]", and "I'm a Loser[image: External link]",[50] with the latter song being directly inspired by folk singer-songwriter Bob Dylan.[51] These songs were all influential in providing a template for successfully assimilating folk-based chord progressions[image: External link] and melodies[image: External link] into pop music. This melding of folk and rock 'n' roll in the Beatles' music became even more explicit during 1965, with the release of "You've Got to Hide Your Love Away[image: External link]", a folk-derived song with introspective lyrics, again influenced by Dylan.[52][53] Although the Beatles themselves utilized folk as just one of many styles evident in their music, the underlying folk influences in a number of their songs would prove to be important to folk rock musicians attempting to blend their own folk influences with beat music[image: External link].

In the wake of the Beatles' first visit to America, numerous other British beat groups followed, capitalizing on the prevailing American fascination for all things British and monopolizing the U.S. charts for the next two years.[42][43][54] The effect that the music of these British bands, and the Beatles in particular, had on young Americans was immediate; almost overnight, folk—along with many other forms of homegrown music—became passé for a large proportion of America's youth, who instead turned their attention to the influx of British acts.[43][48] The influence of these acts also impacted on the collegiate folk and urban folk communities, with many young musicians quickly losing interest in folk music and instead embracing the rock 'n' roll derived repertoire of the British Invasion.[48] Future members of many folk rock acts, including the Byrds, Jefferson Airplane[image: External link], the Lovin' Spoonful[image: External link], the Mamas & the Papas, and Buffalo Springfield, all turned their backs on traditional folk music during 1964 and 1965 as a direct result of the influence of the Beatles and the other British Invasion bands. Author and music historian Richie Unterberger[image: External link] has noted that the Beatles' impact on American popular culture effectively sounded the death knell for the American folk music revival[image: External link].[48]

In addition to The Beatles, the two British groups that were arguably the most influential on the development of folk rock were the Animals[image: External link] and the Searchers[image: External link]. The former released a rock interpretation of the traditional folk song "The House of the Rising Sun[image: External link]" in the U.S. in August 1964. The song reached number 1 on the Billboard Hot 100 singles chart and stayed there for three weeks, selling over a million copies in just five weeks in the U.S.[55] This sorrowful tale of a whorehouse[image: External link] in New Orleans had previously been recorded by a number of folk and blues performers, including Bob Dylan, whose adaptation was likely responsible for first introducing the song to the Animals.[56] The band's arrangement[image: External link] of "The House of the Rising Sun", which transmuted the song from an acoustic[image: External link] folk lament to a full-bore electric[image: External link] rock song, would go on to influence many folk rock acts but none more so than Dylan himself, who cited it as a key factor in his decision to record and perform with an electric rock band in 1965.[56]

The Searchers, on the other hand, were influential in popularizing the jangly sound of the electric[image: External link] twelve-string guitar[image: External link]. Many musicians in the collegiate and urban folk movements were already familiar with acoustic twelve-string guitars via the music of folk and blues singer Lead Belly. However, the Searchers' use of amplified twelve-strings provided another example of how conventional folk elements could be incorporated into rock music to produce new and exciting sounds. The Beatles' lead guitarist[image: External link], George Harrison[image: External link], also influenced this trend towards jangly guitars in folk rock with his use of a Rickenbacker[image: External link] twelve-string guitar on the Beatles' mid-1960s recordings. This relatively clean, jangly sound—without distortion[image: External link] or other guitar effects[image: External link]—became a cornerstone of folk rock instrumentation and was used in many American folk rock records[image: External link] made during 1965 and 1966.[citation needed[image: External link]]
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See also: Jangle pop[image: External link]


Although folk rock mainly grew out of a mix of American folk revival and British Invasion influences,[12] there were also a few examples of proto-folk rock that were important in the development of the genre. Of these secondary influences, Unterberger has cited the self-penned, folk-influenced material of San Francisco's the Beau Brummels[image: External link] as arguably the most important. Despite their Beatlesque[image: External link] image, the band's use of minor chords[image: External link], haunting harmonies, and folky acoustic guitar playing—as heard on their debut single "Laugh, Laugh[image: External link]"—was stylistically very similar to the later folk rock of the Byrds.[57][nb 1] Released in December 1964, "Laugh, Laugh" peaked at number 15 on the Billboard Hot 100 in early 1965, while its similarly folk-flavored follow-up, "Just a Little[image: External link]", did even better, reaching number 8 on the U.S. singles chart.[57][58][59] The high-profile success of the Beau Brummels' music was important in demonstrating that a hybrid of folk and rock could potentially be translated into mainstream commercial success.[57]

Pre-dating the Beau Brummels' commercial breakthrough by almost two years, singer-songwriter Jackie DeShannon[image: External link]'s April 1963 single "Needles and Pins[image: External link]" marked, according to Unterberger, the earliest appearance of the ringing guitar sound that would become a mainstay of early folk rock.[50] This use of cyclical, chiming guitar riffs[image: External link] was repeated on DeShannon's late 1963 recording of her own composition "When You Walk in the Room[image: External link]".[50] The following year, both songs would become hits for the Liverpudlian[image: External link] band the Searchers, who chose to place even greater emphasis on the jangly guitar playing in the songs.[50] In addition, a number of DeShannon's songs from the period, including "When You Walk in the Room", displayed a greater degree of lyrical maturity and sensuality than was usual for pop songs of the time.[50] This heightened degree of emotional introspection was inspired by her love of Bob Dylan's folk songwriting and represents one of the first attempts by an American artist to absorb folk sensibilities into rock music.[50]

In the UK, the folk group the Springfields[image: External link] (featuring Dusty Springfield[image: External link]) had been releasing folk-oriented material featuring full band arrangements since the early 1960s, including renditions of "Lonesome Traveler[image: External link]", "Allentown Jail[image: External link]", and "Silver Threads and Golden Needles[image: External link]".[60] Although these records owed more to orchestral pop[image: External link] than rock, they were nonetheless influential on up-and-coming folk rock musicians on both sides of the Atlantic.[60] In mid-1965, folk singer-songwriter Donovan[image: External link] was also experimenting with adding electrified instrumentation to some of his folk and blues-styled material, as evidenced by songs such as "You're Gonna Need Somebody on Your Bond[image: External link]" and "Sunny Goodge Street".[61] In spite of his folky persona and repertoire, Donovan himself had always considered himself a pop star, rather than a folk singer.[62] As a result, he had been thinking of a way in which to introduce folk styled acoustic guitars and socially conscious lyrics into pop music for several years prior to his 1965 breakthrough as a recording artist.[62] By January 1966, he had recorded the self-penned hit "Sunshine Superman[image: External link]" with a full electric backing band.[63][64]

Other bands and solo artists who were blurring the boundaries between folk and rock in the early 1960s include Judy Henske[image: External link],[65] Richard and[image: External link] Mimi Fariña[image: External link],[66] and the Mugwumps[image: External link], the latter of which were a New York band featuring future members of the Lovin' Spoonful and the Mamas & the Papas.[67] Also of note are the Australian band the Seekers[image: External link], who had relocated to England in 1964 and reached number 1 on the UK Singles Chart with "I'll Never Find Another You[image: External link]" in February 1965.[68][69] Unterberger has noted that, although it was not strictly a folk song, "I'll Never Find Another You" was heavily influenced by Peter, Paul and Mary[image: External link] and featured a cyclical, twelve-string guitar part that sounded similar to the guitar style that Jim McGuinn[image: External link] of the Byrds would popularize later that same year.[62][70]

There are also a few antecedents to folk rock present in pre-British Invasion American rock 'n' roll, including Elvis Presley's 1954 cover of the Bill Monroe[image: External link] bluegrass[image: External link] standard[image: External link] "Blue Moon of Kentucky[image: External link]";[71] Buddy Holly[image: External link]'s self-penned material, which strongly influenced both Dylan and the Byrds;[71][72] Ritchie Valens[image: External link]' recording of the Mexican folk song "La Bamba[image: External link]";[71] Lloyd Price[image: External link]'s rock 'n' roll adaptation of the African-American folk song "Stagger Lee[image: External link]" (originally recorded by Mississippi John Hurt[image: External link] in 1928);[71][73] Jimmie Rodgers[image: External link]' rock 'n' roll flavored renditions of traditional folk songs;[74] and the folk and country[image: External link]-influenced recordings featured on the Everly Brothers[image: External link]' 1959 album Songs Our Daddy Taught Us[image: External link].[71] However, this early rock 'n' roll influence on folk rock was not recognized at the time and has only become discernable with the benefit of hindsight.[original research?[image: External link]]
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The moment when all of the separate influences that served to make up folk rock finally coalesced into an identifiable whole was with the release of the Byrds[image: External link]' recording of Bob Dylan[image: External link]'s "Mr. Tambourine Man[image: External link]".[8][9][75][76] Written by Dylan in early 1964, the Byrds' recording of the song was issued by Columbia Records[image: External link] on 12 April 1965.[77][78] Within three months it had become the first folk rock smash hit,[79] reaching number 1 on both the Billboard Hot 100[image: External link] and the UK Singles Chart.[80][81] The single's success initiated the folk rock boom of 1965 and 1966, during which a profusion of Byrds-influenced acts flooded the American and British charts.[8][9][nb 2] The term "folk rock" was itself first coined by the U.S. music press[image: External link] to describe the band's sound in June 1965, at roughly the same time as "Mr. Tambourine Man" peaked at number 1 on the Billboard chart.[5][6][90] The song was also included as the title track of the Byrds' debut album, Mr. Tambourine Man[image: External link], which—along with its follow-up Turn! Turn! Turn![image: External link]—also became influential in establishing folk rock as a popular musical genre.[91][92][93]

It was during the rehearsals at World Pacific that the band began to develop the blend of folk music[image: External link] and Beatles-style pop[image: External link] that would characterize their sound.[94] However, this hybrid was not deliberately created; instead, it evolved organically out of the band's own folk music roots and their desire to emulate the Beatles.[87] The band's folk influences, lack of experience with rock music forms, and Beatleseque instrumentation, all combined to color both their self-penned material and their folk derived repertoire.[9][87][95] Soon the band themselves realized that there was something unique about their music and, with Dickson's encouragement, they began to actively attempt to bridge the gap between folk and rock.[87][96] As rehearsals continued, Dickson managed to acquire an acetate disc[image: External link] of the then-unreleased "Mr. Tambourine Man" from Dylan's music publisher[image: External link].[77][97] Although the band were initially unimpressed with the song, they began rehearsing it with a full, electric rock[image: External link] band arrangement[image: External link], changing the time signature[image: External link] from 2/4 to 4/4 in the process.[97][98][nb 3]

The Byrds signed to Columbia Records[image: External link] in November 1964 and on 20 January 1965, they entered Columbia Studios in Hollywood to record "Mr. Tambourine Man".[101] The single's blend of abstract lyrics, folk-influenced melody, complex harmonies[image: External link], jangly 12-string[image: External link] Rickenbacker[image: External link] guitar playing, and Beatles-influenced beat, resulted in a synthesis that effectively created the subgenre of folk rock.[83][98] The song's lyrics alone took rock and pop songwriting to new heights; never before had such intellectual and literary lyrics been combined with rock instrumentation by a popular music group.[102]

Dylan's material would provide much of the original grist for the folk rock mill, not only in the U.S. but in the UK as well, with many pop and rock acts covering his material in a style reminiscent of the Byrds.[8] In particular, the Byrds' influence can be discerned in mid-1960s recordings by acts such as the Lovin' Spoonful[image: External link], Barry McGuire[image: External link], the Mamas & the Papas[image: External link],[90] Simon & Garfunkel[image: External link],[103] Jefferson Airplane[image: External link], the Turtles[image: External link], We Five[image: External link], Love[image: External link], and Sonny & Cher[image: External link].[8][9][104][105][106][text–source integrity?[image: External link]] Their reworking of "Mr. Tambourine Man", along with the Animals[image: External link]' rock interpretation of "The House of the Rising Sun[image: External link]" (itself based on Dylan's earlier cover), helped to give Dylan the impetus to start recording with an electric backing band.[99][107]

As the 1970s dawned, folk rock evolved away from the jangly template pioneered by the Byrds, but their influence could still be heard in the music of bands like Fairport Convention[image: External link] and Pentangle[image: External link].[3][9][108] The Byrds themselves continued to enjoy commercial success with their brand of folk rock throughout 1965, most notably with their number 1 single "Turn! Turn! Turn![image: External link]".[90] By the start of 1966, however, the group had begun to move away from folk rock and into the new musical frontier of psychedelic rock[image: External link]. The folk rock sound of the Byrds has continued to influence many bands over the years, including Big Star[image: External link], Tom Petty and the Heartbreakers[image: External link], R.E.M.[image: External link], the Long Ryders[image: External link], the Smiths[image: External link], the Bangles[image: External link], the Stone Roses[image: External link], and Teenage Fanclub[image: External link], among others.[109]
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Five days before the Byrds entered Columbia Studios in Hollywood to record his song "Mr. Tambourine Man", Bob Dylan completed the recording sessions for his fifth album, Bringing It All Back Home[image: External link].[110] Of the eleven tracks on the album, seven featured Dylan backed by a full electric rock band, in stark contrast to his earlier acoustic folk albums.[110] As previously mentioned, Dylan's decision to record with an electric backing band had been influenced by a number of factors, including the Beatles' coupling of folk derived chord progressions and beat music, the Byrds' rock adaptation of "Mr. Tambourine Man", and the Animal's hit cover of "The House of the Rising Sun".[56][99][111]

In addition, Dylan's producer Tom Wilson[image: External link], whose own musical leanings were oriented more towards jazz and soul than folk music, had been encouraging Dylan to experiment with an electric band since 1964.[110] In fact, the Bringing It All Back Home sessions did not represent Dylan's first experiments with a backing band; during the sessions for The Freewheelin' Bob Dylan[image: External link] album in October 1962, Dylan had recorded the non-album single "Mixed-Up Confusion[image: External link]" with a skifflesque[image: External link] backing band.[112] However, the single had been a commercial failure and had consequently remained unheard by the public at large.[113][114]

Bringing It All Back Home was released on 22 March 1965,[115] peaking at number 6 on the Billboard Top LPs[image: External link] chart and #1 on the UK Album Chart[image: External link].[116][117] The album's blend of rhythm and blues[image: External link]-derived rock and abstract, poetic lyrics was immediately influential in demonstrating that intelligent lyrical content could be wedded with rock 'n' roll.[118] The songs on the album saw Dylan leaving folk music far behind—and not just on the rock-derived material that made up side 1 of the original LP[image: External link] but also on the acoustic songs on side 2.[119]

Even with this folkier, acoustic material, Dylan's biting, apocalyptical, and often humorous lyrics went far beyond those of contemporary folk music,[119] particularly the folk-protest music with which he had been previously associated. The song "Subterranean Homesick Blues[image: External link]" was taken from the album and issued as a single in April 1965 (the same month as the Byrds' "Mr. Tambourine Man" was released) and it became a sizable hit internationally, reaching number 39 in the U.S. and number 9 in the UK.[78][120] Performed with a full backing band, the song's musical structure was loosely based on Chuck Berry[image: External link]'s "Too Much Monkey Business[image: External link]", while the lyrics were a dizzying array of free-association rhymes, hip street-speak, and cautionary advice for the singer's own generation.[113]

On 20 July 1965, Dylan released the groundbreaking "Like a Rolling Stone[image: External link]", a six-minute-long scathing put-down, directed at a down-and-out society girl, which again featured Dylan backed by an electric rock band.[121][122] Released just as the Byrds' cover of "Mr. Tambourine Man" topped the charts in the United States, the song was instrumental in defining the burgeoning folk rock scene and in establishing Dylan as a bona fide rock star, rather than a folksinger.[121] The song's blend of self-righteous eloquence and guitar and organ-dominated musical backing (which was much heavier sounding than the laid-back, jangly ambiance of The Byrds), was hugely influential on rock music and has remained so up to the present day.[3][121][123]

The length of "Like a Rolling Stone" alone was pioneering, although Columbia Records did issue two versions of the single: one featuring the full length version of the song and the other with it chopped in half to facilitate radio play.[121] In spite of its unconventional length, "Like a Rolling Stone" managed to reach the Top 5 on both sides of the Atlantic.[117][124] Five days after the release of "Like a Rolling Stone", on 25 July 1965, Dylan made a controversial appearance[image: External link] at the Newport Folk Festival[image: External link], performing three songs with a full band.[121] He was met with derisive booing and jeering from the festival's purist folk music crowd,[125] but in the years since the incident, Dylan's 1965 Newport Folk Festival appearance has become widely regarded as a pivotal moment in the synthesis of folk and rock.[121][126]

Dylan followed "Like a Rolling Stone" with the wholly electric album Highway 61 Revisited[image: External link] and the non-album single "Positively 4th Street[image: External link]", which itself has been widely interpreted as a rebuke to the folk purists who had rejected his new electric music. Throughout 1965 and 1966, hit singles like "Subterranean Homesick Blues", "Like a Rolling Stone", "Positively 4th Street", and "I Want You[image: External link]" among others, along with the Bringing It All Back Home, Highway 61 Revisited and Blonde on Blonde[image: External link] albums, proved to be hugely influential on the development and popularity of folk rock.[113] Although Dylan's move away from acoustic folk music served to outrage and alienate much of his original fanbase, his new folk rock sound gained him legions of new fans during the mid-1960s. The popularity and commercial success of the Byrds and Bob Dylan's blend of folk and rock music influenced a wave of imitators and emulators that retroactively became known as the folk rock boom.[9]
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One of the first bands to craft a distinctly American sound in response to the British Invasion was the Beach Boys[image: External link]; while not a folk rock band themselves, they directly influenced the genre, and at the height of the folk rock boom in 1966 had a hit with a cover of the 1920s West Indian[image: External link] folk song "Sloop John B[image: External link]", which they had learned from the Kingston Trio[image: External link], who in turn had learned it from the Weavers[image: External link].[127]

The success of Dylan and the Byrds to integrate the sound of electric guitar to their music led record producer Tom Wilson[image: External link] to add electric guitar, bass and drums overdubs to "The Sounds of Silence[image: External link]", a song which had been recorded by the folk duo Simon & Garfunkel[image: External link] in 1964 and first released on their album Wednesday Morning, 3 A.M.[image: External link]. The reissued single rose to number 1 on the Billboard[image: External link] pop chart in late 1965, became a hit around the world, and set the duo on one of the most successful careers in pop and rock music.[103] Simon and Garfunkel have been described as "folk-rock's greatest duo, and one whose fame and influence would persist well beyond folk-rock's heyday."[128]

Much of the early folk-rock music emerged during a time of general global upheaval, the Vietnam War[image: External link], and new concerns for the world by young people. In the United States the heyday of folk rock was arguably between the mid-sixties and the mid-seventies, when it aligned itself with the hippie[image: External link] movement and became an important medium for expressing radical ideas. Cities such as San Francisco, Denver[image: External link], New York City[image: External link] and Phoenix[image: External link] became centers for the folk rock culture, playing on their central locations among the original folk circuits. The "unplugged" and simplified sound of the music reflected the genre's connection to a critical view of a technological and consumerist society. Unlike pop music's escapist lyrics, arguably a fantasy distraction from the problems in life, folk artists attempted to communicate concerns for peace, global awareness, and other touchstones of the era. Bands whose music was significantly folk rock in sound during the mid-to-late 1960s included Donovan[image: External link],[129] the Lovin' Spoonful[image: External link], the Mamas & the Papas[image: External link],[90] the Youngbloods[image: External link], Love[image: External link], and, in their early years, Jefferson Airplane[image: External link].

In the mid-1960s, singer-songwriter Gordon Lightfoot[image: External link] began moving his folk songs into a folk-rock direction with recordings such as the percussion-driven "Black Day In July", about the 1967 Detroit riot[image: External link]. He would go on to top the charts in the 1970s with a number of his folk-rock recordings, such as " Sundown[image: External link]" and "Carefree Highway[image: External link]", and would come to be known as a folk-rock legend.[130] Some artists, originally produced with a harder edged rock sound, found the ability to communicate more easily and felt more genuine in this method of delivery. In this category was Cat Stevens[image: External link], in London, who began, much like the Byrds in the United States, but toned down the sound more frequently, with acoustic instruments, performing songs that contained concern for the environment, war, and the future of the world in general. The Canadian singer-songwriter Joni Mitchell[image: External link] won many Grammy Awards[image: External link] with her folk rock/pop songs.
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Main article: Country folk[image: External link]


A subgenre originally arising from the early 1960s folk and country-influenced music of singer-songwriter artists such as Bob Dylan and Bobby Bare[image: External link], as well as from folk revivalist vocal groups like the Kingston Trio.[131][132][133] During the late 1960s, many folk rock artists including Dylan, Ian and Sylvia[image: External link], and the Byrds began to incorporate a strong country[image: External link] influence into their music, drawing heavily on Hank Williams[image: External link], Merle Haggard[image: External link], and Buck Owens[image: External link] amongst others, resulting in the concurrent offshoot of country rock[image: External link].[134][135] This successful blending of country, folk and rock styles led to pioneering country folk records by folk-influenced singer-songwriters such as John Denver[image: External link] and Neil Young[image: External link] during the 1970s.[136] Country folk music usually displays a softer, more laid-back feel than the majority of country music and is often complemented by introspective lyrics, thus preserving its folk singer-songwriter roots.[131] Since the 1970s, the country folk subgenre has been perpetuated by artists including John Prine[image: External link], Nanci Griffith[image: External link], Kathy Mattea[image: External link], Mary Chapin Carpenter[image: External link], and Iris DeMent[image: External link].[137][138]
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Main article: Electric folk[image: External link]


Electric folk (aka British folk rock) is the name given to the form of folk rock pioneered in Britain during the late 1960s by the bands Sweeney's Men[image: External link], Fairport Convention[image: External link], and Pentangle[image: External link].[139][140] It uses traditional British music and self-penned compositions in a traditional style, and is played on a combination of traditional and rock instruments.[141] This incorporation of traditional British folk music influences gives electric folk its distinctly British character and flavour.[139] It evolved out of the psychedelia[image: External link]-influenced folk rock of British acts such as Donovan, the Incredible String Band[image: External link], and Tyrannosaurus Rex[image: External link], but was also heavily influenced by such American folk rock bands as the Byrds, Love[image: External link], and Buffalo Springfield.[140] Electric folk was at its most significant and popular during the late 1960s and 1970s, when, in addition to Fairport and Pentangle, it was also taken up by groups such as Steeleye Span[image: External link] and the Albion Band[image: External link].[37][142]

Steeleye Span, founded by Fairport Convention bass player[image: External link] Ashley Hutchings[image: External link], was made up of traditionalist folk musicians who wished to incorporate electrical amplification, and later overt rock elements, into their music.[143] This, in turn, spawned the conspicuously English folk rock music of the Albion Band, a group that also included Hutchings.[144] In Brittany electric folk was pioneered by Alan Stivell[image: External link] (who began to mix his Breton, Irish, and Scottish roots with rock music) and later by French bands like Malicorne[image: External link].[145][146] During this same period, electric folk was adopted and developed in the surrounding Celtic cultures of Ireland, Scotland, Wales, Brittany, and Cornwall, to produce Celtic rock[image: External link] and its derivates.[147][146] Electric folk also gave rise to the subgenre of Medieval folk rock[image: External link] and the fusion genres of folk punk[image: External link] and folk metal[image: External link]. By the 1980s the popularity of the electric folk was in steep decline but it has survived into the 21st century and has been revived as part of a more general folk resurgence since the 1990s. Electric folk has also been influential in those parts of the world with close cultural connections to Britain, such as the U.S. and Canada.
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Main article: Celtic rock[image: External link]


A subgenre of folk rock that combines traditional Celtic instrumentation with rock rhythms, often influenced by a wide varitety of pop[image: External link] and rock music styles.[148] It emerged from the electric folk music of the late 1960s and was pioneered by bands such as Horslips[image: External link], who blended Gaelic mythology[image: External link], traditional Irish music[image: External link] and rock.[147] The British singer-songwriter Donovan was also influential in developing Celtic rock during the late 1960s, with his albums The Hurdy Gurdy Man[image: External link], Barabajagal[image: External link], and Open Road[image: External link], the latter of which actually featured a song entitled "Celtic Rock".[149][150] The subgenre was further popularised in 1973 by Thin Lizzy[image: External link], who had a hit[image: External link] with "Whiskey in the Jar[image: External link]", a traditional Irish song performed entirely in the rock idiom.[147][151] Throughout the 1970s, Celtic rock held close to its folk roots, drawing heavily on traditional Celtic[image: External link] fiddle[image: External link], pipe[image: External link], and harp[image: External link] tunes, as well as traditional vocal styles, but making use of rock band levels of amplification and percussion.[147][152] In the 1980s and beyond, Celtic rock was perpetuated by bands such as the Pogues[image: External link], the Waterboys[image: External link], Runrig[image: External link], Black 47[image: External link], and the Prodigals[image: External link]. A more recent folk rock band based in England is the BibleCode Sundays[image: External link].[148][153] Celtic rock is also popular in Spain where bands such as Celtas Cortos[image: External link] have had a large following since the early 1990s.
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Main article: Medieval folk rock[image: External link]


Medieval folk rock developed as a subgenre of electric folk from about 1970 as performers, particularly in England, Germany and Brittany, adopted medieval[image: External link] and renaissance music[image: External link] as a basis for their music, in contrast to the early modern and nineteenth century ballads[image: External link] that dominated the output of Fairport Convention. This followed the trend explored by Steeleye Span, and exemplified by their 1972 album Below the Salt[image: External link]. Acts in this area included Gryphon[image: External link], Gentle Giant[image: External link] and Third Ear Band[image: External link].[154] In Germany Ougenweide[image: External link], originally formed in 1970 as an acoustic folk group, opted to draw exclusively on High German[image: External link] medieval music when they electrified, setting the agenda for future German electric folk.[155] In Brittany, as part of the Celtic rock[image: External link] movement, medieval music was focused on by bands like Ripaille from 1977 and Saga de Ragnar Lodbrock from 1979.[156] However, by the end of the 1970s almost all of these performers had either disbanded or moved, like Gentle Giant and Gryphon, into the developing area of progressive rock[image: External link].[157] In the 1990s, as part of the wider resurgence of folk music in general, new medieval folk rock acts began to appear, including the Ritchie Blackmore[image: External link] project Blackmore's Night[image: External link], German bands such as In Extremo[image: External link], Subway to Sally[image: External link] or Schandmaul[image: External link] and English bands like Circulus[image: External link].[158]
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See also: Progressive folk[image: External link]


In Britain the tendency to electrify brought several progressive folk acts into rock.[159] This includes the acoustic duo Tyrannosaurus Rex, who became the electric combo T. Rex[image: External link].[160] Others, probably influenced by the electric folk pioneered by Fairport Convention from 1969, moved towards more traditional material, a category including Dando Shaft[image: External link], Amazing Blondel[image: External link], and Jack the Lad[image: External link], an offshoot of northern progressive folk group Lindisfarne[image: External link], who were one of the most successful UK bands of the early 1970s.[161] Examples of bands that remained firmly on the border between progressive folk and progressive rock were the short lived (but later reunited) Comus[image: External link] and, more successfully, Renaissance[image: External link], who combined folk and rock with elements of classical music.[162]
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Main article: Folk metal[image: External link]


Folk metal is a fusion genre of heavy metal music[image: External link] and traditional folk music[image: External link] that developed in Europe during the 1990s. It is characterised by the widespread use of folk instruments[image: External link] and, to a lesser extent, traditional singing styles (for example, Dutch Heidevolk[image: External link], Danish Sylvatica and Spanish Stone of Erech). It also sometimes features soft instrumentation influenced by folk rock.

The earliest folk metal bands were Skyclad[image: External link] from England and Cruachan[image: External link] from Ireland. Skyclad's debut album The Wayward Sons of Mother Earth[image: External link] was released in 1991 and would be considered a thrash metal album with some folk influences, unlike Cruachan’s early work which embraced the folk element as a defining part of their sound. It was not until 1994 and 1995 that other early contributors in the genre began to emerge from different regions of Europe and beyond. Among these early groups, the German band Subway to Sally[image: External link] spearheaded a different regional variation that over time became known as medieval metal[image: External link]. Despite their contributions, folk metal remained little known with few representatives during the 1990s. It was not until the early 2000s when the genre exploded into prominence, particularly in Finland with the efforts of such groups as Finntroll[image: External link], Ensiferum[image: External link], Korpiklaani[image: External link], Turisas[image: External link], and Moonsorrow[image: External link].

The music of folk metal is characterised by its diversity with bands known to perform different styles of both heavy metal music and folk music. A large variety of folk instruments are used in the genre with many bands consequently featuring six or more members in their regular line-ups. A few bands are also known to rely on keyboards[image: External link] to simulate the sound of folk instruments[image: External link]. Lyrics in the genre commonly deal with fantasy[image: External link], mythology[image: External link], paganism[image: External link], history[image: External link] and nature[image: External link].
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 Regional varieties
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In Hungary the fusion of rock and folk music began in 1965, when the band Illés introduced Hungarian folk music elements into their beat-influenced music, winning everything which could be won in that time at festivals, TV contests, etc. Their rock-musical István, a király (Stephen I of Hungary[image: External link]), released in 1980 contains strong folk-influences and traditional folk songs as well. The film made based on the rock-opera was one of the biggest box-office hits in 1980. Later on bands like Barbaro[image: External link], Gépfolklór, Kormorán and Drums have developed a distinctive sound using odd rhythms, progressive rock, Hungarian and Greek/Bulgarian/etc. folk traditions.
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In Romania[image: External link] Transsylvania Phoenix[image: External link] (known in Romania simply as Phoenix), founded in 1962, introduced significant folk elements into their rock music around 1972 in an unsuccessful attempt to compromise with government repression of rock music. The attempt failed, and they ended up in exile during much of the Ceauşescu[image: External link] era, but much of their music still retains a folk rock sound. The present-day bands Spitalul de Urgenţă[image: External link] (Romanian) and Zdob şi Zdub[image: External link] ( Moldova[image: External link]) also both merge folk and rock.
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Although large number of Yugoslav[image: External link] 1960s beat[image: External link] bands performed and recorded covers of Balkan[image: External link] traditional songs, it was the late 1960s and early 1970s when the Yugoslav rock bands started incorporating folk elements into their own compositions. Progressive rock bands Korni Grupa[image: External link] and YU Grupa[image: External link] and acoustic rock band S Vremena Na Vreme[image: External link] were pioneers in incorporating folk music elements into their sound, and were followed by progressive rock bands Smak[image: External link] and Dah[image: External link], acoustic rock bands DAG[image: External link], Suncokret[image: External link] and Rezonansa, and jazz fusion[image: External link] bands Leb i Sol[image: External link] and Den Za Den[image: External link].

Bijelo Dugme[image: External link], which emerged in the mid-1970s, had huge success with their folk-influenced hard rock sound, becoming the most popular Yugoslav band, managing to sustain this status during the 1980s.[163] However, at the beginning of the 1980s, Bijelo Dugme switched to new wave[image: External link], and in the late 1980s to pop rock[image: External link], but their last few releases also featured folk music elements. Late Bijelo Dugme albums influenced a number of pop rock/folk rock bands, mostly from Sarajevo[image: External link]: Crvena Jabuka[image: External link], Plavi Orkestar[image: External link], Merlin[image: External link], Valentino, Hari Mata Hari[image: External link], Jugosloveni[image: External link].

Several hard rock and heavy metal bands, like Vatreni Poljubac[image: External link] and Griva[image: External link], incorporated folk music elements into their songs. The singer-songwriter[image: External link] Đorđe Balašević[image: External link] incorporated elements of folk music of Vojvodina[image: External link] into a number of his songs, while some of his albums, like Na posletku...[image: External link] and Rani mraz[image: External link], were completely folk rock-oriented. Another notable act whose music featured a combination of rock and Vojvodina folk music were the band Garavi Sokak[image: External link]. The band Galija[image: External link] incorporated some folk music elements into their music during the late 1980s and early 1990s, and in 1999 released the album Južnjačka uteha[image: External link] with covers of Serbian[image: External link] traditional songs. The band Azra[image: External link] started their career as a new wave[image: External link] band, but in their late period started to incorporate folk music elements into their music. After the band disbanded, the band's former leader, Branimir Štulić[image: External link] continued to use folk music elements on his solo albums, often recording covers of traditional songs.

In the early 1990s, Serbian band Orthodox Celts[image: External link] emerged. They saw major success with their Irish folk[image: External link]/Celtic rock[image: External link] sound, influencing a number of younger bands, most notably Tir na n'Og[image: External link] and Irish Stew of Sindidun[image: External link].[164]
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Russian folk rock artists combine elements of Russian rock[image: External link] with celtic music[image: External link], folk music of Northern countries as well as Russian folk music. Examples are the band Yat-Kha[image: External link][165] and Sak-Sok,[166] who perform Tuvan[image: External link] and Tatar[image: External link] traditional music based on rock music. The first known fusions between rock music and folklore in Russia began with bands of the VIA[image: External link] generation till the end of the 1960s and the early 1970s, such as Pesniary[image: External link] and Ariel[image: External link].[167]

The songs by the 1975 student ensemble "Ornament" are based on Anglo-American folk music. The group later renamed to "Kukurusa" and performed from 1986 on as a professional band.[168] The band Kalinov Most[image: External link] was formed that year, releasing their debut album, Vyvoroten, in 1990, which contained "ethnical motiefs and shamanic motets[image: External link]".[169] Numerous bands and musicians have cited this band as an influence, most notably Inna Zhelannaya and the band "Dvurechye". Less-known bands, such as "Ado", performed in the style of folk and country rock.

The first half of the 1990s saw diverse groups such as "Sektor Gaza[image: External link]", "Ckazy Lesa" (formerly known as "Huligany"), "Rada i Ternovnik", "Ad Libitum" and "Bashnaya Rowan". Musicians of these groups incorporate, beside folk rock, several different genres, ranging from psychedelic music to Jazz and neo-folk. Sergey Kalugin[image: External link]'s 1994 EP Nigredo became Russia's first dark folk[image: External link] album.[170]

Members of the folk rock band "Til Ulenshpigel", formed in 1996, later invited the singer Hellawes[image: External link] to join the band. After the break-up of "Til Ulenshpigel" in 1999, Hellawes joined the band Melnitsa, replacing founding member Ruslana Komlyakova. Around the time, in 1999, the band "Veter Vody" was formed, including Den Skurida and Maria Larina from Til Ulenshpigel. Despite their separation from Melnitsa in 2002, the latter band is still one of the most famous folk rock bands in Russia.[171]

One of the most popular and successful folk rock bands in Ukraine are "Dorogi Menyayut Tsvet", which received a Ukrainian Rock Award for the "Best Folk-Rock Group in Ukraine" in 2006.[172]
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See also: Anatolian rock[image: External link] and Music of Turkey[image: External link]


Turkey, during the 1970s and 1980s, also sustained a vibrant folk rock scene, drawing inspirations from diverse ethnic elements of Anatolia[image: External link], the Balkans[image: External link], Eurasia and the Black Sea[image: External link] region and thriving in a culture of intense political strife, with musicians in nationalist[image: External link] and Marxist[image: External link] camps. Leading examples are Cem Karaca[image: External link], Kazım Koyuncu[image: External link], Barış Manço[image: External link], Erkin Koray[image: External link], Fikret Kızılok[image: External link], Silüetler[image: External link], Moğollar[image: External link] and left-wing Grup Yorum[image: External link].
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There is a large and diversified folk-rock scene in Germany. The scene is closely, but not solely, connected with the medieval festivals, which for more than 20 years has been kept all over Germany often in old castles (e.g. Veldenburger Festival). The largest of these is spectaculum[image: External link].

The music realizes all kinds of mixtures between folk and rock. There are bands such as Die Streuner[image: External link] whose music is close to medieval music, but there are more bands whose music, though it is close to medieval music, use rock drums and rock-like rhythms and are more or less electrified (Vermaledyit, Feuerschwanz, Saltatio Mortis[image: External link], Corvus Corax[image: External link]). Many bands plays even more rock-like folk-rock ( Schandmaul[image: External link], Faun[image: External link], Ignis Fatuu) although Faun is hard to classify due to musice variation. Some bands play medieval metal[image: External link] ( Tanzwut[image: External link], In Extremo[image: External link], Subway to Sally[image: External link], Rabenschrei).

Use of older instruments is common in German folk-rock. The most widely used old instruments in the German folk-rock are perhaps bagpipes, pipes, hurdy-gurdy, nyckelharp, and lute, which often are played together with rock guitar, bass and drums. Tanzwut[image: External link] and In Extremo[image: External link] have for instance two bagpipes players in their heavyband. The German folk-rock scene is largely based on professional musicians, including a number of female multi-instrumental musicians such as Anna Kränzlein[image: External link] (Schandmaul) and Fiona Rüggeberg (Faun).

The inspiration of the German folk-rock does not stem from old German music only, but from a variety of other sources such as France, Netherlands, Scotland, Ireland and Sweden. Faun has introduced music from even a wider range of countries. Some German folk-rock bands play Scotch and Irish folk-rock, like The Dolmen[image: External link] and Fiddlers Green[image: External link] (folk-punk). German folk-rock has nothing to do with Schlagers[image: External link] music or traditional brass band music.
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 Italy and Spain
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It is difficult to define the boundaries between folk[image: External link] and ethnic music[image: External link] in Italy, because of its geographic position and its history. The folk side was founded by the Nuova Compagnia di Canto Popolare at the end of the 1960s. The Nuovo Canzoniere Italiano was characterized by musical search and a strong political commitment. In Italy many songwriters imported American models, such as Folk beat n. 1 by Francesco Guccini[image: External link] or to Edoardo Bennato[image: External link], who mixes country[image: External link], rock[image: External link] and tarantella[image: External link].

Folk rock roots can be found in two Italian songwriters: Fabrizio De André[image: External link] and Angelo Branduardi[image: External link]. In 1984, Fabrizio De André published the LP Creuza de ma, in Genoese[image: External link] dialect (an ancient dialect, with ancient and obsolete words, imported from Arabian, with linguistic difficulties among the same Genoese). De André used musical instruments[image: External link] from Bosporus[image: External link] to Gibraltar[image: External link]: oud[image: External link], andalusian guitar, Macedonian bag pipe[image: External link], flute[image: External link], Turkish shannaj, lute[image: External link], Greek bouzuki[image: External link] and neapolitan mandolin[image: External link]. Branduardi is a classical musician whose first LP Branduardi '74 is near to progressive sound, later he approaches to medieval and rinascimental and Celtic music. In 1985 he sang William Butler Yeats poetry. The violin, the harp[image: External link], the sitar[image: External link], the banjo[image: External link] and the lute[image: External link] are accompanied by electric bass and drums. Later he substituted violin with electric violin.

In 1982 Lou Dalfin[image: External link] formed an occitanian[image: External link] group which performed traditional music with traditional instruments: ghironda[image: External link], accordion[image: External link] and organetto[image: External link], violin[image: External link], flute[image: External link], boha and bag pipe[image: External link] and singing in occitanian language. A new line-up of the band in 1990 played folk, jazz and rock using electric bass, drums, electric guitar[image: External link], keyboard[image: External link] and saxophone[image: External link]. In 1988 Gigi Camedda, Gino Marielli and Andrea Parodi founded Tazenda, an Italian ethno-folk-rock group which uses a launeddas[image: External link] (the oldest reed instruments of the Mediterranean), the sampled "canti a tenore[image: External link]", the diatonic accordions are mixed with electric guitars and drums and harmonicas.

The Gang[image: External link] were formed in 1984 as a punk[image: External link] group, inspired by The Clash[image: External link], but in 1990 they began to sing about Italian political and social situation and they moved away from punk-style electric guitar and used acoustic twelve string guitar, violin, accordion, harmonica[image: External link], and flutes[image: External link]. In 2004, after two rock discs, Gang recorded Nel tempo e oltre cantando insieme with La Macina, band of musical search from Marche[image: External link] led by Gastone Pietrucci. Traditional songs and Gang's songs were revised rearranged: an example of fusion between rock and popular tradition.

In 1991 some performers from Emilia-Romagna founded Modena City Ramblers[image: External link], which blends the Combat Rock[image: External link] musical style (The Clash[image: External link]) with folk, traditional Irish music, political songs (Contessa) and partisans' songs (Fischia il vento and Bella Ciao). Later M.C.R. used a world music sound, and blended in rock, punk, tape loops[image: External link] and samples, creating a new genre called Celtic patchanka[image: External link]. Many groups were influenced by M.C.R.: Casa del Vento[image: External link], Fiamma Fumana[image: External link] led by Alberto Cottica (electronic folk); Caravane de Ville of Giovanni Rubbiani; Ductia of Massimo Giuntini; Paulem and La strana famiglia led by Luciano Gaetani; and Cisco (former singer of M.C.R.) now a guitarist and drummer.
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 Spain




Other fusions of folk and rock include New Flamenco[image: External link] (Spain), the pop-oriented forms of North African raï[image: External link] music. Spain has produced two folk-rock-bagpipers, Susana Seivane[image: External link] from Galicia and Hevia[image: External link], who mix traditional with modern dance tunes. Triquel is another Spanish Celtic rock[image: External link] band that combines rock music[image: External link] with Celtic folk roots whereas Mago de Oz[image: External link] is a well known Spanish band which combines celtic folk rock with hard rock[image: External link]. Besides, experimental rock musician Lynda Thomas[image: External link] gained notoriety for fusioning traditional music with rock or eurodance[image: External link] music.
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Canadian folk rock is particularly, although not exclusively, associated with Celtic folk[image: External link] traditions. Bands such as Figgy Duff[image: External link], Wonderful Grand Band[image: External link] and Spirit of the West[image: External link] were early pioneers in the Canadian tradition of Celtic-influenced rock, and were later followed by acts such as Crash Test Dummies[image: External link], Great Big Sea[image: External link], the Mahones[image: External link], the Dukhs[image: External link], Jimmy George[image: External link], Rawlins Cross[image: External link], Captain Tractor[image: External link], Mudmen[image: External link], and Michou[image: External link]. In recent years, a variety of Canadian indie music has reached the scene with varying styles of folk rock such as Attack in Black[image: External link], Great Lake Swimmers[image: External link], City and Colour[image: External link], The Wooden Sky[image: External link], Joel Plaskett[image: External link] and Two Hours Traffic[image: External link].
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 Australia




Australia has a unique tradition of folk music, with origins in both the indigenous music traditions of the original Australian inhabitants, as well as the introduced folk music (including sea shanties[image: External link]) of 18th and 19th century Europe. Celtic[image: External link], English, German and Scandinavian folk traditions predominated in this first wave of European immigrant music. The Australian tradition is, in this sense, related to the traditions of other countries with similar ethnic, historical and political origins, such as New Zealand, Canada, and the USA. The Australian indigenous tradition brought to this mix novel elements, including new instruments, some of which are now internationally familiar, such as the digeridoo[image: External link] of Northern Australia.

Notable Australian exponents of the folk revival movement included both European immigrants such as Eric Bogle[image: External link], and indigenous Australians like Archie Roach[image: External link], and many others. In the 1970s, Australian folk rock brought both familiar and less familiar traditional songs, as well as new compositions, to live venues and the airwaves. Notable artists include The Bushwacker Band[image: External link] and Redgum[image: External link]. The 1990s brought Australian Indigenous Folk Rock to the world, led by bands including Yothu Yindi[image: External link]. Australia's long and continuous folk tradition continues strongly to this day, with elements of folk music still present in many contemporary artists including those generally thought of as rock[image: External link], heavy metal[image: External link] and alternative rock[image: External link].
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 East Asia




In Japan[image: External link] in the 1960s with the Eleki Boom brought about by The Ventures[image: External link] and The Astronauts[image: External link] touring in the country, bands such as Takeshi Terauchi[image: External link] & Blue Jeans, The Spacemen, and Munetaka Inoue & Sharp Five combined Japanese folk music with surf rock[image: External link] and instrumental rock[image: External link], often doing instrumental rock renditions of Japanese folk songs.

Manila Sound[image: External link] is a subgenre popular in the Philippines[image: External link] (notably in Manila[image: External link] during the 1970s which combined elements of Filipino folk music[image: External link], rock and roll[image: External link], jazz[image: External link] and disco[image: External link]. Notable musicians in this genre include Freddie Aguilar[image: External link], Florante[image: External link], Heber Bartolome[image: External link] and Banyuhay, Asin[image: External link], Sampaguita[image: External link], Rey Valera[image: External link], Sharon Cuneta[image: External link], Hotdog[image: External link], the APO Hiking Society[image: External link], VST & Co.[image: External link], Rico J. Puno[image: External link], and Ryan Cayabyab[image: External link], although only Aguilar's, Florante's, Bartolome's, Asin's and Sampaguita's music can be considered folk rock, with the others' more aptly under the folk pop or simply pop rubric.
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 South Africa




Belgian-born South African Rock-singer Karen Zoid[image: External link] made headlines when her debut single ''Afrikaners is Plesierig[image: External link]'' (Afrikaans people are Fun) became a hit in 2001. The song is a slightly altered bilingual rock-version of the Afrikaans[image: External link] folk-song of the same name. It also inadvertently kick-started the Afrikaans Rock movement.
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 See also





	List of folk rock artists[image: External link]

	Rockabilly[image: External link]

	Bluegrass music[image: External link]

	Folk metal[image: External link]

	Pagan rock[image: External link]
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 Notes






	
^ Neither the band nor their guitarist[image: External link] and chief songwriter Ron Elliott[image: External link] were overtly influenced by folk music.[57] Elliot's own musical leanings were more towards country and western[image: External link] and musical theatre, with any folk influence in the band's music appearing to have been entirely unintentional.[57]


	
^ The nucleus of the Byrds formed in early 1964, when Jim McGuinn[image: External link], Gene Clark[image: External link], and David Crosby[image: External link]—united by a shared love of the Beatles' music—came together under the moniker of the Jet Set at The Troubadour[image: External link] folk club in Los Angeles.[82] The trio all had a background in folk music, with each member having worked as a folk singer on the acoustic coffeehouse circuit during the early 1960s.[83] In addition, they had also spent time, independently of each other, in various folk groups, including the New Christy Minstrels[image: External link], the Limeliters[image: External link], the Chad Mitchell Trio[image: External link], and Les Baxter's Balladeers[image: External link].[84][85][86] Soon after forming the Jet Set, Crosby introduced McGuinn and Clark to his associate Jim Dickson, who became the group's manager[image: External link].[87] Dickson had access to World Pacific Studios[image: External link] in Los Angeles, which he began to utilize as a rehearsal space for the band.[88] During the course of 1964, the trio expanded their ranks to include drummer[image: External link] Michael Clarke[image: External link] and bassist[image: External link] Chris Hillman[image: External link], with the band eventually changing their name to the Byrds in November.[89]


	
^ Dickson invited Dylan to hear the band's rendition at World Pacific and the singer-songwriter was apparently impressed by what he heard, enthusiastically commenting "Wow, you can dance to that!"[99] Dylan later joined the Byrds on stage at Ciro's[image: External link] nightclub[image: External link] in Hollywood on 26 March 1965, further cementing the symbiotic relationship between the artists.[100]
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Singing






"Vocalist" redirects here. For specific roles, see Lead vocalist[image: External link] and Backing vocalist[image: External link].

"Songstress" redirects here. For the album, see The Songstress[image: External link].

"Clean vocals" redirects here. This term is used in the context of aggressive music to differentiate singing from screaming[image: External link] or growling[image: External link], which are called "unclean vocals".

"Sing", "Sings", "Vocals", and "Singer" redirect here. For other uses, see Sing (disambiguation)[image: External link], Sings (disambiguation)[image: External link], Vocals (disambiguation)[image: External link], and Singer (disambiguation)[image: External link].

Singing is the act of producing musical[image: External link] sounds with the voice[image: External link] and augments regular speech[image: External link] by the use of sustained tonality[image: External link], rhythm[image: External link], and a variety of vocal techniques. A person who sings is called a singer or vocalist. Singers perform music[image: External link] ( arias[image: External link], recitatives[image: External link], songs[image: External link], etc.) that can be sung with[image: External link] or without accompaniment[image: External link] by musical instruments[image: External link]. Singing is often done in an ensemble[image: External link] of musicians, such as a choir[image: External link] of singers or a band of instrumentalists. Singers may perform as soloists, or accompanied by anything from a single instrument (as in art song[image: External link] or some jazz[image: External link] styles) up to a symphony orchestra[image: External link] or big band[image: External link]. Different singing styles include art music[image: External link] such as opera[image: External link] and Chinese opera[image: External link], religious music[image: External link] styles such as gospel[image: External link], traditional music[image: External link] styles, world music[image: External link], jazz[image: External link], blues[image: External link], and popular music styles such as pop[image: External link] and rock[image: External link].

Singing can be formal or informal, arranged or improvised. It may be done as a form of religious devotion, as a hobby, as a source of pleasure, comfort, or ritual, as part of music education[image: External link], or as a profession. Excellence in singing requires time, dedication, instruction, and regular practice[image: External link]. If practice is done on a regular basis then the sounds can become more clear and strong.[2] Professional singers usually build their careers[image: External link] around one specific musical genre[image: External link], such as classical[image: External link] or rock[image: External link], although there are singers with crossover success (singing in more than one genre). They typically take voice training[image: External link] provided by voice teachers or vocal coaches[image: External link] throughout their careers.



TOP
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 Voices




In its physical aspect, singing has a well-defined technique that depends on the use of the lungs, which act as an air supply or bellows[image: External link]; on the larynx[image: External link], which acts as a reed[image: External link] or vibrator[image: External link]; on the chest[image: External link] and head cavities, which have the function of an amplifier[image: External link], as the tube in a wind instrument[image: External link]; and on the tongue[image: External link], which together with the palate[image: External link], teeth[image: External link], and lips[image: External link] articulate and impose consonants[image: External link] and vowels[image: External link] on the amplified sound. Though these four mechanisms function independently, they are nevertheless coordinated in the establishment of a vocal technique[image: External link] and are made to interact upon one another.[3] During passive breathing, air is inhaled with the diaphragm[image: External link] while exhalation occurs without any effort. Exhalation may be aided by the abdominal[image: External link], internal intercostal[image: External link] and lower pelvis/pelvic muscles. Inhalation is aided by use of external intercostals[image: External link], scalenes[image: External link], and sternocleidomastoid muscles[image: External link]. The pitch[image: External link] is altered with the vocal cords[image: External link]. With the lips closed, this is called humming[image: External link].

The sound of each individual's singing voice is entirely unique not only because of the actual shape and size of an individual's vocal cords[image: External link] but also due to the size and shape of the rest of that person's body. Humans have vocal folds which can loosen, tighten, or change their thickness, and over which breath can be transferred at varying pressures. The shape of the chest[image: External link] and neck[image: External link], the position of the tongue[image: External link], and the tightness of otherwise unrelated muscles can be altered. Any one of these actions results in a change in pitch[image: External link], volume ( loudness[image: External link]), timbre[image: External link], or tone of the sound produced. Sound also resonates within different parts of the body and an individual's size and bone structure can affect the sound produced by an individual.

Singers can also learn to project sound in certain ways so that it resonates better within their vocal tract. This is known as vocal resonation[image: External link]. Another major influence on vocal sound and production is the function of the larynx which people can manipulate in different ways to produce different sounds. These different kinds of laryngeal function are described as different kinds of vocal registers[image: External link].[4] The primary method for singers to accomplish this is through the use of the Singer's Formant[image: External link]; which has been shown to match particularly well to the most sensitive part of the ear's[image: External link] frequency range.[5][6]

It has also been shown that a more powerful voice may be achieved with a fatter and fluid-like vocal fold mucosa.[7][8] The more pliable the mucosa, the more efficient the transfer of energy from the airflow to the vocal folds.[9]
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 Vocal registration




Main article: Vocal registration[image: External link]


Vocal registration refers to the system of vocal registers within the voice. A register in the voice is a particular series of tones, produced in the same vibratory pattern of the vocal folds[image: External link], and possessing the same quality. Registers originate in laryngeal[image: External link] function. They occur because the vocal folds are capable of producing several different vibratory patterns.[10] Each of these vibratory patterns appears within a particular range[image: External link] of pitches[image: External link] and produces certain characteristic sounds.[11] The occurrence of registers has also been attributed to effects of the acoustic interaction between the vocal fold oscillation and the vocal tract.[12] The term "register" can be somewhat confusing as it encompasses several aspects of the voice. The term register can be used to refer to any of the following:[13]


	A particular part of the vocal range[image: External link] such as the upper, middle, or lower registers.

	A resonance[image: External link] area such as chest voice[image: External link] or head voice[image: External link].

	A phonatory[image: External link] process (phonation is the process of producing vocal sound by the vibration of the vocal folds that is in turn modified by the resonance of the vocal tract)

	A certain vocal timbre[image: External link] or vocal "color"

	A region of the voice which is defined or delimited by vocal breaks.



In linguistics[image: External link], a register language is a language which combines tone[image: External link] and vowel phonation[image: External link] into a single phonological[image: External link] system. Within speech pathology[image: External link], the term vocal register has three constituent elements: a certain vibratory pattern of the vocal folds, a certain series of pitches, and a certain type of sound. Speech pathologists identify four vocal registers based on the physiology of laryngeal function: the vocal fry register[image: External link], the modal register[image: External link], the falsetto register[image: External link], and the whistle register[image: External link]. This view is also adopted by many vocal pedagogues.[13]
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 Vocal resonation




Main article: Vocal resonation[image: External link]


Vocal resonation is the process by which the basic product of phonation is enhanced in timbre and/or intensity by the air-filled cavities through which it passes on its way to the outside air. Various terms related to the resonation process include amplification, enrichment, enlargement, improvement, intensification, and prolongation, although in strictly scientific usage acoustic authorities would question most of them. The main point to be drawn from these terms by a singer or speaker is that the end result of resonation is, or should be, to make a better sound.[13] There are seven areas that may be listed as possible vocal resonators. In sequence from the lowest within the body to the highest, these areas are the chest[image: External link], the tracheal tree[image: External link], the larynx[image: External link] itself, the pharynx[image: External link], the oral cavity[image: External link], the nasal cavity[image: External link], and the sinuses[image: External link].[14]
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 Chest voice and head voice




Main articles: Chest voice[image: External link] and Head voice[image: External link]


Chest voice and head voice are terms used within vocal music[image: External link]. The use of these terms varies widely within vocal pedagogical circles and there is currently no one consistent opinion among vocal music professionals in regards to these terms. Chest voice can be used in relation to a particular part of the vocal range[image: External link] or type of vocal register[image: External link]; a vocal resonance[image: External link] area; or a specific vocal timbre.[13] Head voice can be used in relation to a particular part of the vocal range[image: External link] or type of vocal register[image: External link] or a vocal resonance[image: External link] area.[13] In Men, the head voice is commonly referred to as the falsetto.
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 History and development




The first recorded mention of the terms chest voice and head voice was around the 13th century, when it was distinguished from the "throat voice" (pectoris, guttoris, capitis—at this time it is likely that head voice referred to the falsetto register[image: External link]) by the writers Johannes de Garlandia[image: External link] and Jerome of Moravia[image: External link].[15] The terms were later adopted within bel canto[image: External link], the Italian opera singing method, where chest voice was identified as the lowest and head voice the highest of three vocal registers: the chest, passagio[image: External link], and head registers.[16] This approach is still taught by some vocal pedagogists[image: External link] today. Another current popular approach that is based on the bel canto model is to divide both men and women's voices into three registers. Men's voices are divided into "chest register", "head register", and "falsetto register" and woman's voices into "chest register", "middle register", and "head register". Such pedagogists teach that the head register is a vocal[image: External link] technique used in singing to describe the resonance felt in the singer's head.[17]

However, as knowledge of physiology has increased over the past two hundred years, so has the understanding of the physical process of singing and vocal production. As a result, many vocal pedagogists, such as Ralph Appelman at Indiana University[image: External link] and William Vennard[image: External link] at the University of Southern California[image: External link], have redefined or even abandoned the use of the terms chest voice and head voice.[16] In particular, the use of the terms chest register and head register have become controversial since vocal registration[image: External link] is more commonly seen today as a product of laryngeal[image: External link] function that is unrelated to the physiology of the chest, lungs, and head. For this reason, many vocal pedagogists argue that it is meaningless to speak of registers being produced in the chest or head. They argue that the vibratory sensations which are felt in these areas are resonance phenomena and should be described in terms related to vocal resonance[image: External link], not to registers. These vocal pedagogists prefer the terms chest voice and head voice over the term register. This view believes that the problems which people identify as register problems are really problems of resonance adjustment. This view is also in alignment with the views of other academic fields that study vocal registration including speech pathology[image: External link], phonetics[image: External link], and linguistics[image: External link]. Although both methods are still in use, current vocal pedagogical practice tends to adopt the newer more scientific view. Also, some vocal pedagogists take ideas from both viewpoints.[13]

The contemporary use of the term chest voice often refers to a specific kind of vocal coloration or vocal timbre. In classical singing, its use is limited entirely to the lower part of the modal register[image: External link] or normal voice. Within other forms of singing, chest voice is often applied throughout the modal register[image: External link]. Chest timbre can add a wonderful array of sounds to a singer's vocal interpretive palette.[18] However, the use of overly strong chest voice in the higher registers in an attempt to hit higher notes in the chest can lead to forcing. Forcing can lead consequently to vocal deterioration.[19]
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 Classifying singing voices




Main articles: Voice type[image: External link] and Voice classification in non-classical music[image: External link]


In European classical music[image: External link] and opera[image: External link], voices are treated like musical instruments[image: External link]. Composers[image: External link] who write vocal music must have an understanding of the skills, talents, and vocal properties of singers. Voice classification is the process by which human singing voices are evaluated and are thereby designated into voice types[image: External link]. These qualities include but are not limited to vocal range[image: External link], vocal weight[image: External link], vocal tessitura[image: External link], vocal timbre[image: External link], and vocal transition points[image: External link] such as breaks and lifts within the voice. Other considerations are physical characteristics, speech level, scientific testing, and vocal registration[image: External link].[20] The science behind voice classification developed within European classical music[image: External link] has been slow in adapting to more modern forms of singing. Voice classification is often used within opera[image: External link] to associate possible roles with potential voices. There are currently several different systems in use within classical music including the German Fach[image: External link] system and the choral music system among many others. No system is universally applied or accepted.[16]

However, most classical music systems acknowledge seven different major voice categories. Women are typically divided into three groups: soprano[image: External link], mezzo-soprano[image: External link], and contralto[image: External link]. Men are usually divided into four groups: countertenor[image: External link], tenor[image: External link], baritone[image: External link], and bass[image: External link]. When considering voices of pre-pubescent children an eighth term, treble[image: External link], can be applied. Within each of these major categories, there are several sub-categories that identify specific vocal qualities like coloratura[image: External link] facility and vocal weight[image: External link] to differentiate between voices.[13]

It should be noted that within choral music[image: External link], singers' voices are divided solely on the basis of vocal range[image: External link]. Choral music most commonly divides vocal parts into high and low voices within each sex (SATB, or soprano, alto, tenor, and bass). As a result, the typical choral situation gives many opportunities for misclassification to occur.[13] Since most people have medium voices, they must be assigned to a part that is either too high or too low for them; the mezzo-soprano must sing soprano or alto and the baritone must sing tenor or bass. Either option can present problems for the singer, but for most singers, there are fewer dangers in singing too low than in singing too high.[21]

Within contemporary forms of music (sometimes referred to as contemporary commercial music[image: External link]), singers are classified by the style of music[image: External link] they sing, such as jazz, pop, blues, soul, country, folk, and rock styles. There is currently no authoritative voice classification system within non-classical music. Attempts have been made to adopt classical voice type terms to other forms of singing but such attempts have been met with controversy.[22] The development of voice categorizations were made with the understanding that the singer would be using classical vocal technique within a specified range using unamplified (no microphones) vocal production. Since contemporary musicians use different vocal techniques, microphones, and are not forced to fit into a specific vocal role, applying such terms as soprano, tenor, baritone, etc. can be misleading or even inaccurate.[23]
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 Vocal pedagogy




Main article: Vocal pedagogy[image: External link]


Vocal pedagogy is the study of the teaching of singing. The art and science of vocal pedagogy has a long history that began in Ancient Greece[image: External link][citation needed[image: External link]] and continues to develop and change today. Professions that practice the art and science of vocal pedagogy include vocal coaches[image: External link], choral directors[image: External link], vocal music educators[image: External link], opera directors[image: External link], and other teachers of singing.

Vocal pedagogy concepts are a part of developing proper vocal technique[image: External link]. Typical areas of study include the following:[24][25]


	
Anatomy[image: External link] and physiology as it relates to the physical process of singing

	Vocal health and voice disorders[image: External link] related to singing

	Breathing and air support for singing

	Phonation[image: External link]

	
Vocal resonation[image: External link] or Voice projection[image: External link]


	
Vocal registration[image: External link]: a particular series of tones, produced in the same vibratory pattern of the vocal folds, and possessing the same quality, which originate in laryngeal function, because each of these vibratory patterns appears within a particular range of pitches and produces certain characteristic sounds.

	Voice classification[image: External link]





	Vocal styles: for classical singers, this includes styles ranging from Lieder[image: External link] to opera[image: External link]; for pop singers, styles can include "belted out"[image: External link] a blues ballads; for jazz singers, styles can include Swing ballads and scatting.

	Techniques used in styles such as sostenuto[image: External link] and legato[image: External link], range extension, tone quality, vibrato[image: External link], and coloratura[image: External link]
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 Vocal technique




Singing when done with proper vocal technique is an integrated and coordinated act that effectively coordinates the physical processes of singing. There are four physical processes involved in producing vocal sound: respiration[image: External link], phonation[image: External link], resonation[image: External link], and articulation[image: External link]. These processes occur in the following sequence:


	Breath is taken

	Sound is initiated in the larynx[image: External link]


	The vocal resonators receive the sound and influence it

	The articulators shape the sound into recognizable units



Although these four processes are often considered separately when studied, in actual practice, they merge into one coordinated function. With an effective singer or speaker, one should rarely be reminded of the process involved as their mind and body are so coordinated that one only perceives the resulting unified function. Many vocal problems result from a lack of coordination within this process.[23]

Since singing is a coordinated act, it is difficult to discuss any of the individual technical areas and processes without relating them to the others. For example, phonation only comes into perspective when it is connected with respiration; the articulators affect resonance; the resonators affect the vocal folds; the vocal folds affect breath control; and so forth. Vocal problems are often a result of a breakdown in one part of this coordinated process which causes voice teachers to frequently focus in intensively on one area of the process with their student until that issue is resolved. However, some areas of the art of singing are so much the result of coordinated functions that it is hard to discuss them under a traditional heading like phonation, resonation, articulation, or respiration.

Once the voice student has become aware of the physical processes that make up the act of singing and of how those processes function, the student begins the task of trying to coordinate them. Inevitably, students and teachers will become more concerned with one area of the technique than another. The various processes may progress at different rates, with a resulting imbalance or lack of coordination. The areas of vocal technique which seem to depend most strongly on the student's ability to coordinate various functions are:[13]


	Extending the vocal range[image: External link] to its maximum potential

	Developing consistent vocal production with a consistent tone quality

	Developing flexibility and agility

	Achieving a balanced vibrato[image: External link]
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 Developing the singing voice




Singing is a skill that requires highly developed muscle reflexes. Singing does not require much muscle strength but it does require a high degree of muscle coordination. Individuals can develop their voices further through the careful and systematic practice of both songs and vocal exercises. Vocal exercises have several purposes, including[13] warming up the voice; extending the vocal range; "lining up" the voice horizontally and vertically; and acquiring vocal techniques such as legato, staccato, control of dynamics, rapid figurations, learning to sing wide intervals comfortably, singing trills, singing melismas and correcting vocal faults.

Vocal pedagogists instruct their students to exercise their voices in an intelligent manner. Singers should be thinking constantly about the kind of sound they are making and the kind of sensations they are feeling while they are singing.[23]

Learning to sing is an activity that benefits from the involvement of an instructor. A singer does not hear the same sounds inside his head that others hear outside. Therefore, having a wise guide who can tell a student what kinds of sounds he or she is producing guides a singer to understand which of the internal sounds correspond to the desired sounds required by the style of singing the student aims to re-create.[citation needed[image: External link]]
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 Extending vocal range




An important goal of vocal development is to learn to sing to the natural limits[26] of one's vocal range without any obvious or distracting changes of quality or technique. Vocal pedagogists teach that a singer can only achieve this goal when all of the physical processes involved in singing (such as laryngeal action, breath support, resonance adjustment, and articulatory movement) are effectively working together. Most vocal pedagogists believe in coordinating these processes by (1) establishing good vocal habits in the most comfortable tessitura of the voice, and then (2) slowly expanding the range.[4]

There are three factors that significantly affect the ability to sing higher or lower:


	The energy factor – "energy" has several connotations. It refers to the total response of the body to the making of sound; to a dynamic relationship between the breathing-in muscles and the breathing-out muscles known as the breath support mechanism; to the amount of breath pressure delivered to the vocal folds and their resistance to that pressure; and to the dynamic level of the sound.

	The space factor – "space" refers to the size of the inside of the mouth and the position of the palate and larynx. Generally speaking, a singer's mouth should be opened wider the higher he or she sings. The internal space or position of the soft palate and larynx can be widened by relaxing the throat. Vocal pedagogists describe this as feeling like the "beginning of a yawn".

	The depth factor – "depth" has two connotations. It refers to the actual physical sensations of depth in the body and vocal mechanism, and to mental concepts of depth that are related to tone quality.



McKinney says, "These three factors can be expressed in three basic rules: (1) As you sing higher, you must use more energy; as you sing lower, you must use less. (2) As you sing higher, you must use more space; as you sing lower, you must use less. (3) As you sing higher, you must use more depth; as you sing lower, you must use less."[13]
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 Posture




The singing process functions best when certain physical conditions of the body are put in place. The ability to move air in and out of the body freely and to obtain the needed quantity of air can be seriously affected by the posture of the various parts of the breathing mechanism. A sunken chest position will limit the capacity of the lungs, and a tense abdominal wall will inhibit the downward travel of the diaphragm. Good posture allows the breathing mechanism to fulfill its basic function efficiently without any undue expenditure of energy. Good posture also makes it easier to initiate phonation and to tune the resonators as proper alignment prevents unnecessary tension in the body. Vocal pedagogists have also noted that when singers assume good posture it often provides them with a greater sense of self-assurance and poise while performing. Audiences also tend to respond better to singers with good posture. Habitual good posture also ultimately improves the overall health of the body by enabling better blood circulation and preventing fatigue and stress on the body.[4]

There are eight components of the ideal singing posture:


	Feet slightly apart

	Legs straight but knees slightly bent

	Hips facing straight forward

	Spine aligned

	Abdomen flat

	Chest comfortably forward

	Shoulders down and back

	Head facing straight forward
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 Breathing and breath support




Natural breathing has three stages: a breathing-in period, a breathing out period, and a resting or recovery period; these stages are not usually consciously controlled. Within singing, there are four stages of breathing: a breathing-in period (inhalation); a setting up controls period (suspension); a controlled exhalation period (phonation); and a recovery period.

These stages must be under conscious control by the singer until they become conditioned reflexes. Many singers abandon conscious controls before their reflexes are fully conditioned which ultimately leads to chronic vocal problems.[27]
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 Vibrato




Vibrato[image: External link] is a technique in which a sustained note wavers very quickly and consistently between a higher and a lower pitch, giving the note a slight quaver. Vibrato is the pulse or wave in a sustained tone. Vibrato occurs naturally and is the result of proper breath support and a relaxed vocal apparatus.[28] Some singers use vibrato as a means of expression. Many successful artists can sing a deep, rich vibrato.
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 Vocal music




Main article: Vocal music[image: External link]


Vocal music is music[image: External link] performed by one or more singers, which are typically called songs[image: External link], and which may be performed with or without instrumental[image: External link] accompaniment, in which singing provides the main focus of the piece. Vocal music is probably the oldest form of music since it does not require any instrument or equipment besides the voice. All musical cultures[image: External link] have some form of vocal music and there are many long-standing singing traditions throughout the world's cultures.

Music which employs singing but does not feature it prominently is generally considered as instrumental music. For example, some blues rock[image: External link] songs may have a short, simple call-and-response chorus, but the emphasis in the song is on the instrumental melodies and improvisation. Vocal music typically features sung words called lyrics[image: External link], although there are notable examples of vocal music that are performed using non-linguistic syllables or noises, sometimes as musical onomatopoeia[image: External link]. A short piece of vocal music with lyrics is broadly termed a song[image: External link], although, in classical music[image: External link], terms such as aria[image: External link] are typically used.
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 Genres of vocal music




Main article: Music genre[image: External link]


Vocal music is written in many different forms and styles which are often labeled within a particular genre of music. These genres include Art music[image: External link], Popular music[image: External link], Traditional music[image: External link], regional and national music, and fusions[image: External link] of those genres. Within these larger genres are many subgenres. For example, popular music would encompass blues[image: External link], jazz[image: External link], country music[image: External link], easy listening[image: External link], hip hop[image: External link], rock music[image: External link], and several other genres. There may also be a subgenre within a subgenre such as vocalese[image: External link] and scat singing[image: External link] in jazz.
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 Popular and traditional music




In many modern pop musical groups[image: External link], a lead singer performs the primary vocals or melody[image: External link] of a song[image: External link], as opposed to a backing singer[image: External link] who sings backup vocals or the harmony[image: External link] of a song. Backing vocalists sing some, but usually not all, parts of the song often singing only in a song's refrain or humming[image: External link] in the background. An exception is five-part gospel[image: External link] a cappella[image: External link] music, where the lead is the highest of the five voices and sings a descant[image: External link] and not the melody[image: External link]. Some artists may sing both the lead and backing vocals on audio recordings by overlapping recorded vocal tracks.

Popular music includes a range of vocal styles. Hip-hop[image: External link] uses rapping[image: External link], the rhythmic[image: External link] delivery of rhymes[image: External link] in a rhythmic speech over a beat[image: External link] or without accompaniment. Some types of rapping consist mostly or entirely of speech and chanting, like the Jamaican " toasting[image: External link]". In some types of rapping, the performers may interpolate short sung or half-sung passages. Blues[image: External link] singing is based on the use of the blue notes[image: External link]–notes sung at a slightly lower pitch than that of the major scale for expressive purposes. In heavy metal[image: External link] and hardcore punk[image: External link] subgenres, vocal styles can include techniques such as screams[image: External link], shouts, and unusual sounds such as the "death growl[image: External link]".

One difference between live performances in the popular and Classical genres is that whereas Classical performers often sing without amplification in small- to mid-size halls, in popular music, a microphone[image: External link] and PA system[image: External link] (amplifier and speakers) are used in almost all performance venues, even a small coffee house. The use of the microphone has had several impacts on popular music. For one, it facilitated the development of intimate, expressive singing styles such as " crooning[image: External link]" which would not have enough projection and volume if done without a microphone. As well, pop singers who use microphones can do a range of other vocal styles that would not project without amplification, such as making whispering sounds, humming, and mixing half-sung and sung tones. As well, some performers use the microphone's response patterns to create effects, such as bringing the mic very close to the mouth to get an enhanced bass response, or, in the case of hip-hop beatboxers[image: External link], doing plosive "p" and "b" sounds into the mic to create percussive effects. It n the 2000s, controversy arose over the widespread use of electronic Auto-Tune[image: External link] pitch correction[image: External link] devices with recorded and live popular music vocals. Controversy has also arisen due to cases where pop singers have been found to be lip-syncing[image: External link] to a pre-recorded recording of their vocal performance or, in the case of the controversial act Milli Vanilli[image: External link], lip-syncing to tracks recorded by other uncredited singers.

While some bands use backup singers who only sing when they are onstage, it is common for backup singers in popular music to have other roles. In many rock[image: External link] and metal[image: External link] bands, the musicians doing backup vocals also play instruments, such as rhythm guitar[image: External link], electric bass, or drums. In Latin[image: External link] or Afro-Cuban[image: External link] groups, backup singers may play percussion instruments or shakers while singing. In some pop and hip-hop[image: External link] groups and in musical theater[image: External link], the backup singers may be required to perform elaborately choreographed dance routines while they sing through headset microphones.
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 Careers




The salaries and working conditions for vocalists vary a great deal. While jobs in other music fields such as music education tend to be based on full-time, salaried positions, singing jobs tend to be based on contracts for individual shows or performances, or for a sequence of shows (e.g., a two-week series of performances of an opera or musical theater show).[citation needed[image: External link]]

Church choir soloists can make from $30 to $500 per performance (all figures in US dollars). Performers in a community choral group can earn from $200–$3,000 yearly; members of a professional concert choral group can make $80 and up per performance. Singers who perform on radio or TV shows can make $75 and up per show on a local station and $125 and up per national network show (e.g., CBS or NBC). Jazz or pop singers who perform with dance bands or nightclub show groups can make $225 and up per week. Professional opera chorus singers can make from $350–$750 per week. Opera soloists, for which the number of job openings is very limited, can make from $350 to $20,000 per performance for the most elite performers. Classical concert soloists, for which the number of job openings is very limited, have approximate earnings of $350 per performance and up.[29]

Aspiring singers and vocalists must have musical skill, an excellent voice, the ability to work with people, and a sense of showmanship and drama. Additionally, singers need to have the ambition and drive to continually study and improve,[29] because the process of studying singing does not end after an initial diploma or degree is finished-even decades after finishing their initial training, professional singers continue to seek out vocal coaching[image: External link] to hone their skills, extend their range, and learn new styles. As well, aspiring singers need to gain specialized skills in the vocal techniques used to interpret songs, learn about the vocal literature from their chosen style of music, and gain skills in choral music techniques, sight singing[image: External link] and memorizing songs, and basic skills at the piano, to aid in learning new songs and in ear training or vocal exercises. In Classical singing and in some other genres, a knowledge of foreign languages such as French, Italian, German, or other languages, is needed. Prior to college or university training, aspiring singers should learn to read music, study basic piano, and gain experience with singing, both in choirs and in solo settings.

College or university degrees are "not always required but the equivalent training is usually necessary".[29] Post-secondary training in singing is available for both Classical and non-Classical singers. In the Classical stream, singing can be studied at conservatories and university music programs; credentials that are available range from diplomas and bachelor's degrees to master's degrees and the Doctor of Musical Arts[image: External link]. In popular and jazz styles, college and university degrees are also available, though there are fewer programs.

Once aspiring vocalists have completed their professional training, they must then take steps to market themselves to buyers of vocal talent, by doing auditions[image: External link] in front of an opera director, choirmaster, music theatre[image: External link] director or conductor. Depending on the style of vocal music that a person has trained in, the "talent buyers" that they seek out may be record company A&R representatives, opera or musical theater directors, choir directors, nightclub managers, or concert promoters. In addition preparing a resume or CV listing their training and performance experience, singers typically prepare a promotional kit that includes professionally taken photographs (head shots[image: External link]); a CD or DVD with excerpts of vocal performances; and copies of reviews from music critics or journalists. Some singers hire an agent or manager to help them to seek out engagements and other performance opportunities; the agent or manager is often paid by receiving a percentage of the fees that the singer gets from performing onstage.
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 Singing competitions




In recent years, the talent of singing has become competitive. Currently, there are several television shows that showcase these talents. American Idol[image: External link] was one of the prominent of these shows. Debuted in 2002, it was one of the first singing competition shows. Contestants audition in front of a panel of judges to see if they can move on to the next round in Hollywood, from then, the competition begins. The field of contestants is narrowed down week by week until a winner is chosen. In order to move on to the next round, the contestants fate is determined by public vote. The Voice[image: External link] is another well-known singing competition program. Similar to American Idol, the contestants audition in front of a panel of judges, however, the judges chairs are faced towards the audience during the performance. If the coaches are interested in the artist, they will press their button signifying they want to coach them. Once the auditions conclude, coaches have their team of artists and the competition begins. Coaches then mentor their artists and they compete to find the best singer. Other well-known singing competitions include The X Factor[image: External link], America's Got Talent[image: External link], Rising Star[image: External link] and The Sing-Off[image: External link].
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 Health benefits




Scientific studies suggest that singing can have positive effects on people's health. A preliminary study based on self-reported data from a survey of students participating in choral singing found perceived benefits including increased lung capacity, improved mood, stress reduction, as well as perceived social and spiritual benefits.[30] However, one much older study of lung capacity compared those with professional vocal training to those without, and failed to back up the claims of increased lung capacity.[31] Singing may positively influence the immune system[image: External link] through the reduction of stress[image: External link]. One study found that both singing and listening to choral music reduces the level of stress hormones and increases immune function.[32]

A multinational collaboration to study the connection between singing and health was established in 2009, called Advancing Interdisciplinary Research in Singing (AIRS).[33] Singing provides physical, cognitive, and emotional benefits to participants. When they step on stage, many singers forget their worries and focus solely on the song. Singing is becoming a more widely known method of increasing an individual’s overall health and wellness, in turn helping them to battle diseases such as cancer more effectively due to decreased stress, releasing of endorphin's, and increased lung capacity.[34]
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 Effect on the brain




John Daniel Scott, among others, have cited that “people who sing are more likely to be happy.” This is because “singing elevates the levels of neurotransmitters which are associated with pleasure and well being.” Humans have a long prehistory of music, especially singing; before written language, stories were passed down through song, because song is often more memorable. There is also evidence that music or singing may have evolved in humans before language. Levitin, in his This is Your Brain on Music, argues that “music may be the activity that prepared our pre-human ancestors for speech communication” and that “singing. . . might have helped our species to refine motor skills, paving the way for the development of the exquisitely fine muscle control required for vocal . . . speech” (260).[35] On the other hand, he cites Pinker, who “argued that language is an adaptation and music is its spandrel[image: External link] . . . an evolutionary accident piggybacking on language” (248).[35]

Studies have found evidence suggesting the mental, as well as physical, benefits of singing. When conducting a study with 21 members of a choir at three different points over one year, three themes suggested three areas of benefits; the social impact (connectedness with others), personal impact (positive emotions, self-perception, etc.), and functional outcomes (health benefits of being in the choir). Findings showed that a sense of wellbeing is associated with singing, by uplifting the mood of the participants and releasing endorphins in the brain. Many singers also reported that the singing helped then regulate stress and relax, allowing them to deal better with their daily lives. From a social perspective, approval from the audience, and interaction with other choir members in a positive man neris also beneficial.

Singing is beneficial for pregnant mothers. By giving them another medium of communication with their newborns, mothers in one study reported feelings of love and affection when singing to their unborn children. They also reported feeling more relaxed than ever before during their stressful pregnancy. A song can have nostalgic significance by reminding a singer of the past, and momentarily transport them, allowing them to focus on singing and embrace the activity as an escape from their daily lives and problems.[36]
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 Effect on body




A recent study by Tenovus Cancer Care found that singing in a choir for just one hour boosts levels of immune proteins in cancer patients and has a positive overall effect on the health of patients. The study explores the possibility that singing could help put patients in the best mental and physical shape to receive the treatment they need, by reducing stress hormones, and increasing quantities of cytokines- proteins of the immune system that can increase the body’s ability to fight disease. “Singing gives you physical benefits like breath control and muscle movement and enunciation, as well as the learning benefits of processing information” says a musical director and accompanist in the study. The enunciation and speech benefits tie into the language benefits detailed below.[37]

A recent newspaper article by the Toronto Star states that everyone to sing, even if they are not musically talented, because of the benefits it has for the health of the individual. Singing lowers blood pressure by releasing pent up emotions, boosting relaxation and reminding them of happy times. It also allows singers to breathe more easily. Patients with lung disease and chronic pulmonary disease experience relief from their symptoms from singing just two times a week. In addition to breathing related illness, singing also has numerous benefits for stroke victims when it comes to relearning the ability to speak and communicate by singing their thoughts. Singing activates the right side of the brain when the left side cannot function (the left side is the area of the brain responsible for speech), so it is easy to see how singing can be an excellent alternative to speech while the victim heals.[38]
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 Singing and language




Much research has been done recently on the link between music and language, especially singing. It is becoming increasingly clear that these two processes are very much alike, and yet also different. Levitin describes how, beginning with the eardrum, sound waves are translated into pitch, or a tonotopic map, and then shortly thereafter “speech and music probably diverge into separate processing circuits” (130).[35] There is evidence that neural circuits used for music and language may start out in infants undifferentiated. There are several areas of the brain that are used for both language and music. For example, Brodmann Area 47. Levitin recounts how in certain studies, “listening to music and attending its syntactic features,” similar to the syntactic processes in language, activated this part of the brain. In addition, “musical syntax . . . has been localized to . . . areas adjacent to and overlapping with those regions that process speech syntax, such as Broca’s area” and “the regions involved in musical semantics . . . appear to be [localized] near Wernicke’s area.” Both Broca’s area and Wernicke’s area are important steps in language processing and production.

Singing has been shown to help stroke victims recover speech. According to neurologist Gottfried Schlaug, there is a corresponding area to that of speech, which resides in the left hemisphere, on the right side of the brain.[39] This is casually known as the “singing center.” By teaching stroke victims to sing their words, this can help train this area of the brain for speech. In support of this theory, Levitin asserts that “regional specificity,” such as that for speech, “may be temporary, as the processing centers for important mental functions actually move to other regions after trauma or brain damage.”[35] Thus in the right hemisphere of the brain, the “singing center” may be retrained[image: External link] to help produce speech.[40]
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 Accents and singing




The speaking dialect or accent of a person may differ greatly from the general singing accent that a person uses while singing. When people sing, they generally use the accent or neutral accent that is used in the style of music they are singing in, rather than a regional accent or dialect; the style of music and the popular center/region of the style has more influence on the singing accent of a person than where they come from. For example, in the English language, British singers of rock or popular music often sing in an American accent or neutral accent instead of an English accent.[41][42]
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 Singing animals




Scholars agree that singing is strongly present in many different species.[43][44] Wide dispersal of singing behavior among very different animal species, like birds[image: External link], gibbons[image: External link], whales[image: External link], and many others strongly suggests that singing appeared independently in different species. Currently, there are about 5400 species of animals that are known to sing. At least some singing species demonstrate the ability to learn[image: External link] their songs, to improvise[image: External link] and even to compose[image: External link] new melodies.[45] In some animal species singing is a group activity (see, for example, singing in gibbon[image: External link] families.[46])
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 See also
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 Art music






	A cappella[image: External link]

	Aria[image: External link]

	Bel canto[image: External link]

	Chanson[image: External link]

	Chiaroscuro (music)[image: External link]

	Child singer[image: External link]

	Choral music[image: External link]

	Fach[image: External link]

	Group singing[image: External link]

	Opera[image: External link]

	Overtone singing[image: External link]

	Recitative[image: External link]

	Singer-songwriter[image: External link]

	Sprechgesang[image: External link]

	Throat singing[image: External link]

	Voice pedagogy[image: External link]

	Voice projection[image: External link]

	Voice type[image: External link]

	Yodeling[image: External link]

	Winsingad[image: External link]
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 Other music






	Beat boxing[image: External link]

	Belt (music)[image: External link]

	Death growl[image: External link]

	Humming[image: External link]

	Isicathamiya[image: External link]

	Lead vocalist[image: External link]

	Mbube[image: External link]

	Rapping[image: External link]

	Screaming (music)[image: External link]

	Vocoder[image: External link]
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Keyboard Instrument






"Keyboards" redirects here. For the structure and history of musical keyboards, see musical keyboard[image: External link]. For other uses of the term, see Keyboard (disambiguation)[image: External link].

A keyboard instrument is a musical instrument[image: External link] played using a keyboard[image: External link], a row of levers which are pressed by the fingers. The most common of these are the piano[image: External link], organ[image: External link], and various electronic keyboards[image: External link], including synthesizers[image: External link] and digital pianos[image: External link]. Other keyboard instruments include celestas[image: External link], which are struck idiophones[image: External link] operated by a keyboard, and carillons[image: External link], which are usually housed in bell towers[image: External link] or belfries of churches or municipal buildings.[1]

Today, the term keyboard often refers to keyboard-style synthesizers[image: External link]. Under the fingers of a sensitive performer, the keyboard may also be used to control dynamics[image: External link], phrasing[image: External link], shading, articulation[image: External link], and other elements of expression—depending on the design and inherent capabilities of the instrument.[1]

Another important use of the word keyboard is in historical musicology, where it means an instrument whose identity cannot be firmly established. Particularly in the 18th century, the harpsichord, the clavichord, and the early piano were in competition, and the same piece might be played on more than one. Hence in a phrase like "Mozart excelled as a keyboard player" the word keyboard is usefully noncommittal.
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 History




The earliest known keyboard instrument was the Ancient Greek hydraulis[image: External link], a type of pipe organ[image: External link], invented in the third century BC. The keys were likely balanced and could be played with a light touch, as is clear from the reference in a Latin poem by Claudian[image: External link] (late 4th century), who says magna levi detrudens murmura tactu . . . intent, that is “let him thunder forth as he presses out mighty roarings (shifa) with a light touch” (Paneg. Manlio Theodoro, 320–22). From its invention until the fourteenth century, the organ remained the only keyboard instrument. Often, the organ did not feature a keyboard at all, but rather buttons or large levers operated by a whole hand. Almost every keyboard until the fifteenth century had seven naturals[image: External link] to each octave.

The clavichord and the harpsichord appeared during the 14th century—the clavichord probably being earlier. The harpsichord and clavichord were both common until widespread adoption of the piano in the 18th century, after which their popularity decreased. The piano was revolutionary, because a pianist[image: External link] could vary the volume (or dynamics) of the sound by varying the vigor with which each key was struck. The piano's full name is gravicèmbalo con piano e forte meaning harpsichord with soft and loud but can be shortened to piano-forte, which means soft-loud in Italian[image: External link]. In its current form, the piano is a product of the late 19th century, and is far removed in both sound and appearance from the "pianos" known to Mozart[image: External link], Haydn[image: External link], and Beethoven[image: External link]. In fact, the modern piano is significantly different from even the 19th-century pianos used by Liszt[image: External link], Chopin[image: External link], and Brahms[image: External link].[1] See Piano history and musical performance[image: External link].

Keyboard instruments were further developed in the early twentieth century. Early electromechanical instruments, such as the Ondes Martenot[image: External link], appeared early in the century. This was a very important contribution to the keyboard's history.[3]
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 Modern keyboards




Much effort has gone into creating an instrument that sounds like the piano but lacks its size and weight. The electric piano[image: External link] and electronic piano[image: External link] were early efforts that, while useful instruments in their own right, did not convincingly reproduce the timbre[image: External link] of the piano. Electric and electronic organs were developed during the same period. More recent electronic keyboard designs strive to emulate the sound of specific make and model pianos using digital samples and computer models.


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 List of instruments





[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Chordophones





	Bowed clavier[image: External link]

	Clavichord[image: External link]

	Clavinet[image: External link]

	
Harpsichord[image: External link]

	Archicembalo[image: External link]

	Clavicymbalum[image: External link]

	Lautenwerck[image: External link]

	Spinet[image: External link]

	Virginal[image: External link]





	
Hurdy-gurdy[image: External link]

	Keyed fiddle[image: External link]





	
Piano[image: External link]

	Fortepiano[image: External link]

	Tangent piano[image: External link]
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	Accordion[image: External link]

	Calliope[image: External link]

	Claviola[image: External link]

	
Harmonium[image: External link]/Reed organ[image: External link]


	Melodica[image: External link]

	Pipe organ[image: External link]

	Regal[image: External link]
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	Carillon[image: External link]

	Celesta[image: External link]

	Dulcitone[image: External link]

	
Electric piano[image: External link]

	Wurlitzer electric piano[image: External link]

	Rhodes piano[image: External link]





	Glasschord[image: External link]

	Keyboard glockenspiel[image: External link]

	Toy piano[image: External link]

	Terpodion[image: External link]
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 Electrophones





	Digital piano[image: External link]

	Electronic keyboard[image: External link]

	Electronic organ[image: External link]

	Electronic piano[image: External link]

	Keytar[image: External link]

	Mellotron[image: External link]

	Optigan[image: External link]

	Pianet[image: External link]

	Synthesizer[image: External link]
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	Enharmonic keyboard[image: External link]

	Musical instrument[image: External link]

	Orchestrina di camera[image: External link]

	Piano[image: External link]

	Symphony[image: External link]
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Guitar






For other uses, see Guitar (disambiguation)[image: External link].

The guitar is a musical instrument[image: External link] classified as a fretted[image: External link] string instrument[image: External link] with anywhere from four to 18 strings, usually having six.[citation needed[image: External link]] The sound is projected either acoustically, using a hollow wooden or plastic and wood box (for an acoustic guitar[image: External link]), or through electrical amplifier and a speaker[image: External link] (for an electric guitar[image: External link]). It is typically played by strumming or plucking the strings with the fingers, thumb or fingernails of the right hand or with a pick[image: External link] while fretting (or pressing against the frets[image: External link]) the strings with the fingers of the left hand. The guitar is a type of chordophone[image: External link], traditionally constructed from wood and strung with either gut, nylon[image: External link] or steel strings and distinguished from other chordophones by its construction and tuning. The modern guitar was preceded by the gittern[image: External link], the vihuela[image: External link], the four- course[image: External link] Renaissance guitar[image: External link], and the five-course baroque guitar[image: External link], all of which contributed to the development of the modern six-string instrument.

There are three main types of modern acoustic[image: External link] guitar: the classical guitar[image: External link] (nylon-string guitar), the steel-string acoustic guitar[image: External link], and the archtop guitar[image: External link], which is sometimes called a "jazz guitar[image: External link]". The tone of an acoustic guitar is produced by the strings' vibration, amplified by the hollow body of the guitar, which acts as a resonating chamber[image: External link]. The classical guitar is often played as a solo[image: External link] instrument using a comprehensive finger-picking[image: External link] technique where each string is plucked individually by the player's fingers, as opposed to being strummed. The term "finger-picking" can also refer to a specific tradition of folk, blues, bluegrass, and country guitar playing in the United States. The acoustic bass guitar[image: External link] is a low-pitched instrument that is one octave below a regular guitar.

Electric guitars[image: External link], introduced in the 1930s, use an amplifier[image: External link] and a loudspeaker[image: External link] that both makes the sound of the instrument loud enough for the performers and audience to hear, and, given that it produces an electric signal when played, that can electronically manipulate and shape the tone using an equalizer[image: External link] (e.g., bass and treble tone controls) and a huge variety of electronic effects units[image: External link], the most commonly used ones being distortion (or "overdrive")[image: External link] and reverb[image: External link]. Early amplified guitars employed a hollow body, but a solid wood body was eventually found more suitable during the 1960s and 1970s, as it was less prone to unwanted acoustic feedback[image: External link] "howls". As with acoustic guitars, there are a number of types of electric guitars, including hollowbody guitars, archtop guitars[image: External link] (used in jazz guitar[image: External link], blues[image: External link] and rockabilly[image: External link]) and solid-body guitars[image: External link], which are widely used in rock music[image: External link].

The loud, amplified sound and sonic power of the electric guitar played through a guitar amp has played a key role in the development of blues[image: External link] and rock music[image: External link], both as an accompaniment[image: External link] instrument (playing riffs[image: External link] and chords[image: External link]) and performing guitar solos[image: External link], and in many rock subgenres, notably heavy metal music[image: External link] and punk rock[image: External link]. The electric guitar has had a major influence on popular culture[image: External link]. The guitar is used in a wide variety of musical genres worldwide. It is recognized as a primary instrument in genres such as blues[image: External link], bluegrass[image: External link], country[image: External link], flamenco[image: External link], folk[image: External link], jazz[image: External link], jota[image: External link], mariachi[image: External link], metal[image: External link], punk[image: External link], reggae[image: External link], rock[image: External link], soul[image: External link], and many forms of pop[image: External link].





TOP



[image: TOC] TOC Next [image: Next chapter] 
 History




Main article: History of the classical guitar[image: External link]


See also: Lute § History and evolution of the lute[image: External link], Gittern[image: External link], and Citole § Origins[image: External link]


Before the development of the electric guitar and the use of synthetic materials, a guitar was defined as being an instrument having "a long, fretted neck, flat wooden soundboard[image: External link], ribs, and a flat back, most often with incurved sides."[1] The term is used to refer to a number of chordophones[image: External link] that were developed and used across Europe, beginning in the 12th century and, later, in the Americas.[2] A 3,300-year-old stone carving of a Hittite[image: External link] bard playing a stringed instrument is the oldest iconographic representation of a chordophone and clay plaques from Babylonia[image: External link] show people playing an instrument that has a strong resemblance to the guitar, indicating a possible Babylonian[image: External link] origin for the guitar.[1]

The modern word guitar, and its antecedents, has been applied to a wide variety of chordophones since classical times and as such causes confusion. The English word guitar, the German Gitarre, and the French guitare were all adopted from the Spanish guitarra, which comes from the Andalusian Arabic[image: External link] قيثارة (qitara)[3] and the Latin cithara, which in turn came from the Ancient Greek[image: External link] κιθάρα ( kithara[image: External link]).[A]

Many influences are cited as antecedents to the modern guitar. Although the development of the earliest "guitars" is lost in the history of medieval Spain, two instruments are commonly cited as their most influential predecessors, the European lute[image: External link] and its cousin, the four-string oud[image: External link]; the latter was brought to Iberia by the Moors[image: External link] in the 8th century.[5]

At least two instruments called "guitars" were in use in Spain by 1200: the guitarra latina[image: External link] (Latin guitar) and the so-called guitarra morisca[image: External link] (Moorish guitar). The guitarra morisca had a rounded back, wide fingerboard, and several sound holes. The guitarra Latina had a single sound hole and a narrower neck. By the 14th century the qualifiers "moresca" or "morisca" and "latina" had been dropped, and these two cordophones were simply referred to as guitars.[6]

The Spanish vihuela[image: External link], called in Italian the "viola da mano", a guitar-like instrument of the 15th and 16th centuries, is widely considered to have been the single most important influence in the development of the baroque guitar. It had six courses (usually), lute-like tuning[image: External link] in fourths and a guitar-like body, although early representations reveal an instrument with a sharply cut waist. It was also larger than the contemporary four-course guitars. By the 16th century, the vihuela's construction had more in common with the modern guitar, with its curved one-piece ribs, than with the viols, and more like a larger version of the contemporary four- course[image: External link] guitars. The vihuela enjoyed only a relatively short period of popularity in Spain and Italy during an era dominated elsewhere in Europe by the lute[image: External link]; the last surviving published music for the instrument appeared in 1576.[7]

Meanwhile, the five-course baroque guitar[image: External link], which was documented in Spain from the middle of the 16th century, enjoyed popularity, especially in Spain, Italy and France from the late 16th century to the mid-18th century.[B][C] In Portugal, the word viola referred to the guitar, as guitarra meant the "Portuguese guitar[image: External link]", a variety of cittern[image: External link].
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 Types




Guitars can be divided into two broad categories, acoustic and electric guitars. Within each of these categories, there are also further sub-categories. For example, an electric guitar can be purchased in a six-string model (the most common model) or in seven or 12-string models.
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 Acoustic




Main article: Acoustic guitar[image: External link]


See also: Extended-range classical guitar[image: External link], Flamenco guitar[image: External link], Guitar battente[image: External link], Guitarrón mexicano[image: External link], Harp guitar[image: External link], Russian guitar[image: External link], Selmer guitar[image: External link], and Tenor guitar[image: External link]


Acoustic guitars form several notable subcategories within the acoustic guitar group: classical and flamenco guitars[image: External link]; steel-string guitars, which include the flat-topped, or "folk", guitar; twelve-string guitars[image: External link]; and the arched-top guitar. The acoustic guitar group also includes unamplified guitars designed to play in different registers, such as the acoustic bass guitar, which has a similar tuning to that of the electric bass guitar.
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 Renaissance and Baroque




Main article: Baroque guitar[image: External link]


Renaissance and Baroque guitars are the ancestors of the modern classical[image: External link] and flamenco guitar[image: External link]. They are substantially smaller, more delicate in construction, and generate less volume. The strings are paired in courses as in a modern 12-string guitar[image: External link], but they only have four or five courses of strings rather than six single strings normally used now. They were more often used as rhythm instruments in ensembles than as solo instruments, and can often be seen in that role in early music[image: External link] performances. (Gaspar Sanz[image: External link]'s Instrucción de Música sobre la Guitarra Española of 1674 contains his whole output for the solo guitar.)[8] Renaissance[image: External link] and Baroque[image: External link] guitars are easily distinguished because the Renaissance guitar is very plain and the Baroque guitar is very ornate, with ivory or wood inlays all over the neck and body, and a paper-cutout inverted "wedding cake" inside the hole.
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 Classical




Main article: Classical guitar[image: External link]


Classical guitars, also known as "Spanish" guitars, are typically strung with nylon strings, plucked with the fingers, played in a seated position and are used to play a diversity of musical styles including classical music[image: External link]. The classical guitar's wide, flat neck allows the musician to play scales, arpeggios, and certain chord forms more easily and with less adjacent string interference than on other styles of guitar. Flamenco guitars[image: External link] are very similar in construction, but they are associated with a more percussive tone. In Portugal, the same instrument is often used with steel strings particularly in its role within fado[image: External link] music. The guitar is called viola[image: External link], or violão[image: External link] in Brazil, where it is often used with an extra seventh string by choro[image: External link] musicians to provide extra bass support.

In Mexico, the popular mariachi[image: External link] band includes a range of guitars, from the small requinto[image: External link] to the guitarrón[image: External link], a guitar larger than a cello, which is tuned in the bass register. In Colombia, the traditional quartet includes a range of instruments too, from the small bandola[image: External link] (sometimes known as the Deleuze-Guattari, for use when traveling or in confined rooms or spaces), to the slightly larger tiple[image: External link], to the full-sized classical guitar. The requinto also appears in other Latin-American countries as a complementary member of the guitar family, with its smaller size and scale, permitting more projection for the playing of single-lined melodies. Modern dimensions of the classical instrument were established by the Spaniard Antonio de Torres Jurado[image: External link] (1817–1892).[9]
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 Flat-top




Main article: Steel-string acoustic guitar[image: External link]


Flat-top or steel-string guitars are similar to the classical guitar[image: External link], however, within the varied sizes of the steel-stringed guitar the body size is usually significantly larger than a classical guitar, and has a narrower, reinforced neck and stronger structural design. The robust X-bracing typical of the steel-string was developed in the 1840s by German-American luthiers, of whom Christian Friedrich "C. F." Martin[image: External link] is the best known. Originally used on gut-strung instruments, the strength of the system allowed the guitar to withstand the additional tension of steel strings when this fortunate combination arose in the early 20th century. The steel strings produce a brighter tone, and according to many players, a louder sound. The acoustic guitar is used in many kinds of music including folk, country, bluegrass, pop, jazz, and blues. Many variations are possible from the roughly classical-sized OO and Parlour[image: External link] to the large Dreadnought[image: External link] (the most commonly available type) and Jumbo. Ovation[image: External link] makes a modern variation, with a rounded back/side assembly molded from artificial materials.
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 Archtop




Main article: Archtop guitar[image: External link]


Archtop guitars are steel-string instruments in which the top (and often the back) of the instrument are carved, from a solid billet, into a curved, rather than a flat, shape. This violin-like construction is usually credited to the American Orville Gibson[image: External link]. Lloyd Loar[image: External link] of the Gibson Mandolin-Guitar Mfg. Co[image: External link] introduced the violin-inspired "F"-shaped hole design now usually associated with archtop guitars, after designing a style of mandolin[image: External link] of the same type. The typical archtop guitar has a large, deep, hollow body whose form is much like that of a mandolin or a violin-family instrument. Nowadays, most archtops are equipped with magnetic pickups, and they are therefore both acoustic and electric. F-hole archtop guitars were immediately adopted, upon their release, by both jazz[image: External link] and country[image: External link] musicians, and have remained particularly popular in jazz music, usually with flatwound strings.
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 Resonator, resophonic or Dobros




Main articles: Resonator guitar[image: External link] and Dobro[image: External link]


All three principal types of resonator guitars were invented by the Slovak-American John Dopyera[image: External link] (1893–1988) for the National and Dobro (Dopyera Brothers) companies. Similar to the flat top guitar in appearance, but with a body that may be made of brass, nickel-silver, or steel as well as wood, the sound of the resonator guitar is produced by one or more aluminum resonator cones mounted in the middle of the top. The physical principle of the guitar is therefore similar to the loudspeaker[image: External link].

The original purpose of the resonator was to produce a very loud sound; this purpose has been largely superseded by electrical amplification[image: External link], but the resonator guitar is still played because of its distinctive tone. Resonator guitars may have either one or three resonator cones. The method of transmitting sound resonance to the cone is either a "biscuit" bridge, made of a small piece of hardwood at the vertex of the cone (Nationals), or a "spider" bridge, made of metal and mounted around the rim of the (inverted) cone (Dobros). Three-cone resonators always use a specialized metal bridge. The type of resonator guitar with a neck with a square cross-section—called "square neck" or "Hawaiian"—is usually played face up, on the lap of the seated player, and often with a metal or glass slide[image: External link]. The round neck resonator guitars are normally played in the same fashion as other guitars, although slides are also often used, especially in blues.
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 Twelve-string




Main article: Twelve-string guitar[image: External link]


The twelve-string guitar[image: External link] usually has steel strings, and it is widely used in folk music[image: External link], blues[image: External link], and rock and roll[image: External link]. Rather than having only six strings, the 12-string guitar has six courses[image: External link] made up of two strings each, like a mandolin[image: External link] or lute[image: External link]. The highest two courses are tuned in unison, while the others are tuned in octaves. The 12-string guitar is also made in electric forms. The chime-like sound of the 12-string electric guitar was the basis of jangle pop[image: External link].
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 Acoustic bass




Main article: Acoustic bass guitar[image: External link]


The acoustic bass guitar is a bass instrument with a hollow wooden body similar to, though usually somewhat larger than, that of a 6-string acoustic guitar. Like the traditional electric bass guitar and the double bass[image: External link], the acoustic bass guitar commonly has four strings, which are normally tuned E-A-D-G, an octave[image: External link] below the lowest four strings of the 6-string guitar, which is the same tuning pitch as an electric bass guitar. It can, more rarely, be found with 5 or 6 strings, which provides a wider range of notes to be played with less movement up and down the neck.
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 Electric




Main article: Electric guitar[image: External link]


Electric guitars can have solid, semi-hollow, or hollow bodies; solid bodies produce little sound without amplification. Electromagnetic[image: External link] pickups[image: External link] convert the vibration of the steel strings into signals[image: External link], which are fed to an amplifier[image: External link] through a patch cable[image: External link] or radio[image: External link] transmitter[image: External link]. The sound is frequently modified by other electronic devices (effects units[image: External link]) or the natural distortion[image: External link] of valves (vacuum tubes[image: External link]) or the pre-amp in the amplifier. There are two main types of magnetic pickups, single[image: External link]- and double-coil (or humbucker[image: External link]), each of which can be passive[image: External link] or active[image: External link]. The electric guitar is used extensively in jazz[image: External link], blues[image: External link], R & B[image: External link], and rock and roll[image: External link]. The first successful magnetic pickup for a guitar was invented by George Beauchamp[image: External link], and incorporated into the 1931 Ro-Pat-In (later Rickenbacker[image: External link]) "Frying Pan"[image: External link] lap steel; other manufacturers, notably Gibson[image: External link], soon began to install pickups in archtop models. After World War II the completely solid-body electric was popularized by Gibson in collaboration with Les Paul[image: External link], and independently by Leo Fender[image: External link] of Fender Music[image: External link]. The lower fretboard action[image: External link] (the height of the strings from the fingerboard), lighter (thinner) strings, and its electrical amplification lend the electric guitar to techniques less frequently used on acoustic guitars. These include tapping[image: External link], extensive use of legato[image: External link] through pull-offs[image: External link] and hammer-ons[image: External link] (also known as slurs), pinch harmonics[image: External link], volume swells[image: External link], and use of a tremolo arm[image: External link] or effects pedals[image: External link].

Some electric guitar models feature piezoelectric[image: External link] pickups, which function as transducers[image: External link] to provide a sound closer to that of an acoustic guitar with the flip of a switch or knob, rather than switching guitars. Those that combine piezoelectric pickups and magnetic pickups are sometimes known as hybrid guitars.[10]

Hybrids of acoustic and electric guitars are also common. There are also more exotic varieties, such as guitars with two[image: External link], three,[11] or rarely four necks, all manner of alternate string arrangements, fretless fingerboards[image: External link] (used almost exclusively on bass guitars, meant to emulate the sound of a stand-up bass[image: External link]), 5.1 surround guitar[image: External link], and such.
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 Seven-string and eight-string




Main articles: Seven-string guitar[image: External link] and eight-string guitar[image: External link]


Solid body seven-string guitars were popularized in the 1980s and 1990s. Other artists go a step further, by using an eight-string guitar with two extra low strings. Although the most common seven-string has a low B string, Roger McGuinn[image: External link] (of The Byrds[image: External link] and Rickenbacker[image: External link]) uses an octave G string paired with the regular G string as on a 12-string guitar, allowing him to incorporate chiming 12-string elements in standard six-string playing. In 1982 Uli Jon Roth[image: External link] developed the "Sky Guitar", with a vastly extended number of frets, which was the first guitar to venture into the upper registers of the violin. Roth's seven-string and "Mighty Wing" guitar features a wider octave range.[citation needed[image: External link]]
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 Electric bass




Main article: Bass guitar


The bass guitar (also called an "electric bass", or simply a "bass") is similar in appearance and construction to an electric guitar, but with a longer neck and scale length[image: External link], and four to six strings. The four-string bass, by far the most common, is usually tuned the same as the double bass[image: External link], which corresponds to pitches one octave lower than the four lowest pitched strings of a guitar (E, A, D, and G). The bass guitar is a transposing instrument[image: External link], as it is notated in bass clef[image: External link] an octave higher than it sounds (as is the double bass) to avoid excessive ledger lines[image: External link]. Like the electric guitar, the bass guitar has pickups[image: External link] and it is plugged into an amplifier and speaker[image: External link] for live performances.
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 Construction





[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Handedness




Modern guitars can be constructed to suit both left- and right-handed players. Normally, the dominant hand (in most people, the right hand) is used to pluck or strum the strings. This is similar to the convention of the violin[image: External link] family of instruments where the right hand controls the bow.

Left-handed players sometimes choose an opposite-handed (mirror) instrument, although some play in a standard-handed manner, others play a standard-handed guitar reversed, and still others (for example Jimi Hendrix[image: External link]) play a standard-handed guitar strung in reverse. This last configuration differs from a true opposite handed guitar in that the saddle is normally angled in such a way that the bass strings are slightly longer than the treble strings to improve intonation[image: External link]. Reversing the strings therefore reverses the relative orientation of the saddle (negatively affecting intonation), although in Hendrix's case, this is believed to have been an important element in his unique sound.
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 Components





[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Head




Main article: Headstock[image: External link]


See also: Nut (string instrument)[image: External link]


The headstock is located at the end of the guitar neck farthest from the body. It is fitted with machine heads that adjust the tension of the strings, which in turn affects the pitch. The traditional tuner layout is "3+3", in which each side of the headstock has three tuners (such as on Gibson Les Pauls[image: External link]). In this layout, the headstocks are commonly symmetrical. Many guitars feature other layouts, including six-in-line tuners (featured on Fender Stratocasters[image: External link]) or even "4+2" (e.g. Ernie Ball Music Man). Some guitars (such as Steinbergers[image: External link]) do not have headstocks at all, in which case the tuning machines are located elsewhere, either on the body or the bridge.

The nut is a small strip of bone[image: External link], plastic[image: External link], brass[image: External link], corian[image: External link], graphite[image: External link], stainless steel[image: External link], or other medium-hard material, at the joint where the headstock meets the fretboard. Its grooves guide the strings onto the fretboard, giving consistent lateral string placement. It is one of the endpoints of the strings' vibrating length. It must be accurately cut, or it can contribute to tuning problems due to string slippage or string buzz. To reduce string friction in the nut, which can adversely affect tuning stability, some guitarists fit a roller nut. Some instruments use a zero fret just in front of the nut. In this case the nut is used only for lateral alignment of the strings, the string height and length being dictated by the zero fret.
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 Neck




Main article: Neck (music)[image: External link]


See also: Fingerboard[image: External link], Fret[image: External link], Truss rod[image: External link], Inlay (guitar)[image: External link], Set-in neck[image: External link], Bolt-on neck[image: External link], and Neck-through[image: External link]


A guitar's frets[image: External link], fretboard[image: External link], tuners[image: External link], headstock[image: External link], and truss rod[image: External link], all attached to a long wooden extension, collectively constitute its neck[image: External link]. The wood used to make the fretboard usually differs from the wood in the rest of the neck. The bending stress on the neck is considerable, particularly when heavier gauge strings are used (see Tuning[image: External link]), and the ability of the neck to resist bending (see Truss rod) is important to the guitar's ability to hold a constant pitch during tuning or when strings are fretted. The rigidity of the neck with respect to the body of the guitar is one determinant of a good instrument versus a poor-quality one.

The shape of the neck (from a cross-sectional perspective) can also vary, from a gentle "C" curve to a more pronounced "V" curve. There are many different types of neck profiles available, giving the guitarist many options. Some aspects to consider in a guitar neck may be the overall width of the fretboard, scale (distance between the frets), the neck wood, the type of neck construction (for example, the neck may be glued in or bolted on), and the shape (profile) of the back of the neck. Other types of material used to make guitar necks are graphite ( Steinberger[image: External link] guitars), aluminum (Kramer Guitars[image: External link], Travis Bean[image: External link] and Veleno guitars[image: External link]), or carbon fiber (Modulus Guitars[image: External link] and ThreeGuitars). Double neck[image: External link] electric guitars have two necks, allowing the musician to quickly switch between guitar sounds.

The neck joint or heel is the point at which the neck is either bolted or glued to the body of the guitar. Almost all acoustic steel-string guitars, with the primary exception of Taylors, have glued (otherwise known as set) necks, while electric guitars are constructed using both types. Most classical guitars have a neck and headblock carved from one piece of wood, known as a "Spanish heel." Commonly used set neck joints include mortise and tenon[image: External link] joints (such as those used by C. F. Martin & Co.), dovetail joints (also used by C. F. Martin on the D-28 and similar models) and Spanish heel neck joints, which are named after the shoe they resemble and commonly found in classical guitars. All three types offer stability.

Bolt-on necks, though they are historically associated with cheaper instruments, do offer greater flexibility in the guitar's set-up, and allow easier access for neck joint maintenance and repairs. Another type of neck, only available for solid body electric guitars, is the neck-through-body[image: External link] construction. These are designed so that everything from the machine heads down to the bridge are located on the same piece of wood. The sides (also known as wings) of the guitar are then glued to this central piece. Some luthiers prefer this method of construction as they claim it allows better sustain of each note. Some instruments may not have a neck joint at all, having the neck and sides built as one piece and the body built around it.

The fingerboard[image: External link], also called the fretboard, is a piece of wood embedded with metal frets that comprises the top of the neck. It is flat on classical guitars and slightly curved crosswise on acoustic and electric guitars. The curvature of the fretboard is measured by the fretboard radius, which is the radius of a hypothetical circle of which the fretboard's surface constitutes a segment. The smaller the fretboard radius, the more noticeably curved the fretboard is. Most modern guitars feature a 12" neck radius, while older guitars from the 1960s and 1970s usually feature a 6-8" neck radius. Pinching a string against a fret on fretboard effectively shortens the vibrating length of the string, producing a higher pitch.

Fretboards are most commonly made of rosewood[image: External link], ebony[image: External link], maple[image: External link], and sometimes manufactured using composite materials such as HPL or resin. See the section "Neck" below for the importance of the length of the fretboard in connection to other dimensions of the guitar. The fingerboard plays an essential role in the treble tone for acoustic guitars. The quality of vibration of the fingerboard is the principal characteristic for generating the best treble tone. For that reason, ebony wood is better, but because of high use, ebony has become rare and extremely expensive. Most guitar manufacturers have adopted rosewood instead of ebony.
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 Frets




Almost all guitars have frets, which are metal strips (usually nickel alloy or stainless steel) embedded along the fretboard and located at exact points that divide the scale length in accordance with a specific mathematical formula. The exceptions include fretless bass[image: External link] guitars and very rare fretless guitars. Pressing a string against a fret determines the strings' vibrating length and therefore its resultant pitch. The pitch of each consecutive fret is defined at a half-step interval on the chromatic scale[image: External link]. Standard classical guitars have 19 frets and electric guitars between 21 and 24 frets, although guitars have been made with as many as 27 frets. Frets are laid out to accomplish an equal tempered[image: External link] division of the octave. Each set of twelve frets represents an octave. The twelfth fret divides the scale length[image: External link] exactly into two halves, and the 24th fret position divides one of those halves in half again.

The ratio[image: External link] of the spacing of two consecutive frets is (twelfth root of two[image: External link]). In practice, luthiers[image: External link] determine fret positions using the constant 17.817—an approximation to 1/(1-1/). If the nth fret is a distance x from the bridge, then the distance from the (n+1)th fret to the bridge is x-(x/17.817).[12] Frets are available in several different gauges and can be fitted according to player preference. Among these are "jumbo" frets, which have much thicker gauge, allowing for use of a slight vibrato technique from pushing the string down harder and softer. "Scalloped" fretboards, where the wood of the fretboard itself is "scooped out" between the frets, allow a dramatic vibrato effect. Fine frets, much flatter, allow a very low string-action[image: External link] but require that other conditions, such as curvature of the neck, be well-maintained to prevent buzz.
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 Truss rod




The truss rod is a thin, strong metal rod that runs along the inside of the neck. It is used to correct changes to the neck's curvature caused by aging of the neck timbers, changes in humidity, or to compensate for changes in the tension of strings. The tension of the rod and neck assembly is adjusted by a hex nut or an allen-key bolt on the rod, usually located either at the headstock, sometimes under a cover, or just inside the body of the guitar underneath the fretboard and accessible through the sound hole. Some truss rods can only be accessed by removing the neck. The truss rod counteracts the immense amount of tension the strings place on the neck, bringing the neck back to a straighter position. Turning the truss rod clockwise tightens it, counteracting the tension of the strings and straightening the neck or creating a backward bow. Turning the truss rod counter-clockwise loosens it, allowing string tension to act on the neck and creating a forward bow.

Adjusting the truss rod affects the intonation of a guitar as well as the height of the strings from the fingerboard, called the action[image: External link]. Some truss rod systems, called double action truss systems, tighten both ways, pushing the neck both forward and backward (standard truss rods can only release to a point beyond which the neck is no longer compressed and pulled backward). The artist and luthier[image: External link] Irving Sloane pointed out, in his book Steel-String Guitar Construction, that truss rods are intended primarily to remedy concave bowing of the neck, but cannot correct a neck with "back bow" or one that has become twisted.[ page needed[image: External link]] Classical guitars do not require truss rods, as their nylon strings exert a lower tensile force with lesser potential to cause structural problems. However, their necks are often reinforced with a strip of harder wood, such as an ebony[image: External link] strip that runs down the back of a cedar[image: External link] neck. There is no tension adjustment on this form of reinforcement.
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 Inlays




Inlays are visual elements set into the exterior surface of a guitar, both for decoration and artistic purposes and, in the case of the markings on the 3rd, 5th, 7th and 12th fret (and in higher octaves), to provide guidance to the performer about the location of frets on the instrument. The typical locations for inlay are on the fretboard, headstock, and on acoustic guitars around the soundhole, known as the rosette[image: External link]. Inlays range from simple plastic dots on the fretboard to intricate works of art covering the entire exterior surface of a guitar (front and back). Some guitar players have used LEDs[image: External link] in the fretboard to produce unique lighting effects onstage. Fretboard inlays are most commonly shaped like dots, diamond shapes, parallelograms, or large blocks in between the frets.

Dots are usually inlaid into the upper edge of the fretboard in the same positions, small enough to be visible only to the player. These usually appear on the odd numbered frets, but also on the 12th fret (the one octave[image: External link] mark) instead of the 11th and 13th frets. Some older or high-end instruments have inlays made of mother of pearl, abalone, ivory, colored wood or other exotic materials and designs. Simpler inlays are often made of plastic or painted. High-end classical guitars seldom have fretboard inlays as a well-trained player is expected to know his or her way around the instrument. In addition to fretboard inlay, the headstock and soundhole surround are also frequently inlaid. The manufacturer's logo or a small design is often inlaid into the headstock. Rosette designs vary from simple concentric circles to delicate fretwork mimicking the historic rosette of lutes. Bindings that edge the finger and sound boards are sometimes inlaid. Some instruments have a filler strip running down the length and behind the neck, used for strength or to fill the cavity through which the truss rod was installed in the neck.
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 Body




Main articles: Sound box[image: External link], Solid body[image: External link], Bridge (instrument)[image: External link], and Pickguard[image: External link]


See also: Tremolo arm[image: External link]


In acoustic guitars, string vibration is transmitted through the bridge and saddle to the body via sound board[image: External link]. The sound board is typically made of tone woods such as spruce or cedar. Timbers for tone woods are chosen for both strength and ability to transfer mechanical energy from the strings to the air within the guitar body. Sound is further shaped by the characteristics of the guitar body's resonant cavity. In expensive instruments, the entire body is made of wood. In inexpensive instruments, the back may be made of plastic.

In an acoustic instrument, the body of the guitar is a major determinant of the overall sound quality. The guitar top, or soundboard, is a finely crafted and engineered element made of tonewoods[image: External link] such as spruce[image: External link] and red cedar[image: External link]. This thin piece of wood, often only 2 or 3 mm thick, is strengthened by differing types of internal bracing[image: External link]. Many luthiers consider the top the dominant factor in determining the sound quality. The majority of the instrument's sound is heard through the vibration of the guitar top as the energy of the vibrating strings is transferred to it. The body of an acoustic guitar has a sound hole through which sound projects. The sound hole is usually a round hole in the top of the guitar under the strings. Air inside the body vibrates as the guitar top and body is vibrated by the strings, and the response of the air cavity at different frequencies is characterized, like the rest of the guitar body, by a number of resonance modes at which it responds more strongly.

The top, back and ribs of an acoustic guitar body are very thin (1–2 mm), so a flexible piece of wood called lining is glued into the corners where the rib meets the top and back. This interior reinforcement provides 5 to 20 mm of solid gluing area for these corner joints. Solid linings are often used in classical guitars, while kerfed lining is most often found in steel string acoustics. Kerfed lining is also called kerfing because it is scored, or "kerfed"(incompletely sawn through), to allow it to bend with the shape of the rib). During final construction, a small section of the outside corners is carved or routed out and filled with binding material on the outside corners and decorative strips of material next to the binding, which are called purfling[image: External link]. This binding serves to seal off the end grain of the top and back. Purfling can also appear on the back of an acoustic guitar, marking the edge joints of the two or three sections of the back. Binding and purfling materials are generally made of either wood or plastic.

Body size, shape and style has changed over time. 19th century guitars, now known as salon guitars, were smaller than modern instruments. Differing patterns of internal bracing have been used over time by luthiers. Torres, Hauser, Ramirez, Fleta, and C. F. Martin[image: External link] were among the most influential designers of their time. Bracing not only strengthens the top against potential collapse due to the stress exerted by the tensioned strings, but also affects the resonance characteristics of the top. The back and sides are made out of a variety of timbers such as mahogany, Indian rosewood[image: External link] and highly regarded Brazilian rosewood (Dalbergia nigra). Each one is primarily chosen for their aesthetic effect and can be decorated with inlays and purfling.

Instruments with larger areas for the guitar top were introduced by Martin in an attempt to create louder volume levels. The popularity of the larger " dreadnought[image: External link]" body size amongst acoustic performers is related to the greater sound volume produced.

Most electric guitar bodies are made of wood and include a plastic pick guard. Boards wide enough to use as a solid body are very expensive due to the worldwide depletion of hardwood stock since the 1970s, so the wood is rarely one solid piece. Most bodies are made from two pieces of wood with some of them including a seam running down the center line of the body. The most common woods used for electric guitar body construction include maple[image: External link], basswood[image: External link], ash[image: External link], poplar[image: External link], alder[image: External link], and mahogany[image: External link]. Many bodies consist of good-sounding but inexpensive woods, like ash, with a "top", or thin layer of another, more attractive wood (such as maple with a natural "flame" pattern) glued to the top of the basic wood. Guitars constructed like this are often called "flame tops". The body is usually carved or routed to accept the other elements, such as the bridge, pickup, neck, and other electronic components. Most electrics have a polyurethane or nitrocellulose[image: External link] lacquer finish. Other alternative materials to wood are used in guitar body construction. Some of these include carbon composites, plastic material (such as polycarbonate), and aluminum alloys.

The main purpose of the bridge on an acoustic guitar is to transfer the vibration from the strings to the soundboard, which vibrates the air inside of the guitar, thereby amplifying the sound produced by the strings. On all electric, acoustic and original guitars, the bridge holds the strings in place on the body. There are many varied bridge designs. There may be some mechanism for raising or lowering the bridge saddles to adjust the distance between the strings and the fretboard ( action[image: External link]), or fine-tuning the intonation of the instrument. Some are spring-loaded and feature a "whammy bar[image: External link]", a removable arm that lets the player modulate the pitch by changing the tension on the strings. The whammy bar is sometimes also referred to as a "tremolo bar". (See Tremolo[image: External link] for further discussion of this term—the effect of rapidly changing pitch produced by a whammy bar is more correctly called "vibrato".) Some bridges also allow for alternate tunings at the touch of a button.

On almost all modern electric guitars, the bridge has saddles that are adjustable for each string so that intonation stays correct up and down the neck. If the open string is in tune, but sharp or flat when frets are pressed, the bridge saddle position can be adjusted with a screwdriver or hex key to remedy the problem. In general, flat notes are corrected by moving the saddle forward and sharp notes by moving it backwards. On an instrument correctly adjusted for intonation, the actual length of each string from the nut to the bridge saddle is slightly but measurably longer than the scale length[image: External link] of the instrument. This additional length is called compensation, which flattens all notes a bit to compensate for the sharping of all fretted notes caused by stretching the string during fretting.

The saddle of a guitar refers to the part of the bridge that physically supports the strings. It may be one piece (typically on acoustic guitars) or separate pieces, one for each string (electric guitars and basses). The saddle's basic purpose is to provide the end point for the string's vibration at the correct location for proper intonation, and on acoustic guitars to transfer the vibrations through the bridge into the top wood of the guitar. Saddles are typically made of plastic or bone for acoustic guitars, though synthetics and some exotic animal tooth variations (e.g. fossilized tooth, ivory, etc. ) have become popular with some players. Electric guitar saddles are typically metal, though some synthetic saddles are available.

The pickguard, also known as the scratchplate, is usually a piece of laminated plastic or other material that protects the finish of the top of the guitar from damage due to the use of a plectrum ("pick") or fingernails. Electric guitars sometimes mount pickups and electronics on the pickguard. It is a common feature on steel-string acoustic guitars. Some performance styles that use the guitar as a percussion instrument (tapping the top or sides between notes, etc.), such as flamenco[image: External link], require that a scratchplate or pickguard be fitted to nylon-string instruments.
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 Strings




See also: Classical guitar strings[image: External link]


The standard guitar has six strings[image: External link], but four-[image: External link], seven-[image: External link], eight-[image: External link], nine-[image: External link], ten-[image: External link], eleven-[image: External link], twelve-[image: External link], thirteen-[image: External link] and eighteen-string[image: External link] guitars are also available. Classical and flamenco guitars historically used gut[image: External link] strings, but these have been superseded by polymer materials, such as nylon and fluorocarbon. Modern guitar strings[image: External link] are constructed from metal, polymers, or animal or plant product materials. Instruments utilizing "steel" strings may have strings made from alloys incorporating steel, nickel or phosphor bronze. Bass strings for both instruments are wound rather than monofilament.
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 Pickups and electronics




Main article: Pick up (music technology)[image: External link]


Pickups[image: External link] are transducers[image: External link] attached to a guitar that detect (or "pick up") string vibrations and convert the mechanical energy of the string into electrical energy. The resultant electrical signal can then be electronically amplified[image: External link]. The most common type of pickup is electromagnetic[image: External link] in design. These contain magnets that are tightly wrapped in a coil, or coils, of copper wire. Such pickups are usually placed right underneath the guitar strings. Electromagnetic pickups work on the same principles and in a similar manner to an electrical generator[image: External link]. The vibration of the strings creates a small voltage in the coils surrounding the magnets. This signal voltage is carried to a guitar amplifier[image: External link] that drives a loudspeaker[image: External link].

Traditional electromagnetic pickups are either single-coil[image: External link] or double-coil. Single-coil pickups are susceptible to noise induced from electric fields, usually mains-frequency (60 or 50 hertz) hum. The introduction of the double-coil humbucker[image: External link] in the mid-1950s did away with this problem through the use of two coils, one of which is wired in a reverse polarity orientation.

The types and models of pickups used can greatly affect the tone of the guitar. Typically, humbuckers, which are two magnet–coil assemblies attached to each other are traditionally associated with a heavier sound. Single-coil pickups, one magnet wrapped in copper wire, are used by guitarists seeking a brighter, twangier sound with greater dynamic range.

Modern pickups are tailored to the sound desired. A commonly applied approximation used in selection of a pickup is that less wire (lower DC resistance) = brighter sound, more wire = "fat" tone. Other options include specialized switching that produces coil-splitting, in/out of phase and other effects. Guitar circuits are either active, needing a battery to power their circuit, or, as in most cases, equipped with a passive circuit.

Fender Stratocaster[image: External link]-type guitars generally utilize three single-coil pickups, while most Gibson Les Paul[image: External link] types use humbucker pickups.

Piezoelectric, or piezo, pickups represent another class of pickup. These employ piezoelectricity[image: External link] to generate the musical signal and are popular in hybrid electro-acoustic guitars. A crystal is located under each string, usually in the saddle. When the string vibrates, the shape of the crystal is distorted, and the stresses associated with this change produce tiny voltages across the crystal that can be amplified and manipulated.

Some piezo-equipped guitars use a hexaphonic pickup. "Hex" is a prefix meaning six. A hexaphonic pickup produces a separate output for each string, usually from a discrete piezoelectric or magnetic pickup for each string. This arrangement lets on-board or external electronics process the strings individually for modeling or MIDI[image: External link] conversion. Roland[image: External link] makes hexaphonic pickups for guitar and bass, and a line of guitar modeling and synthesis products. Line 6's[image: External link] hexaphonic-equipped Variax[image: External link] guitars use on-board electronics to model the sound after various vintage instruments, and vary pitch on individual strings.

MIDI converters use a hexaphonic guitar signal to determine pitch, duration, attack, and decay characteristics. The MIDI (Musical Instrument Digital Interface[image: External link]) sends the note information to an internal or external sound bank device. The resulting sound closely mimics numerous instruments. The MIDI setup can also let the guitar be used as a game controller (i.e., Rock Band Squier) or as an instructional tool, as with the Fretlight Guitar.

On guitars that have them, these components and the wires that connect them allow the player to control some aspects of the sound like volume or tone using knobs, switches, or buttons. The most basic electronic control is a volume knob. Some guitars also have a tone-control knob, and some guitars with multiple pickups have pickup selector switches or knobs to determine which pickup(s) are activated. These at their simplest consist of passive components such as potentiometers[image: External link] and capacitors[image: External link], but may also include specialized integrated circuits[image: External link] or other active components requiring batteries[image: External link] for power, for preamplification and signal processing, or even for electronic tuning[image: External link]. In many cases the electronics have some sort of shielding to prevent pickup of external interference and noise.
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 Tuning




Main article: Guitar tunings[image: External link]


See also: Stringed instrument tunings[image: External link]


Notationally, the guitar is considered a transposing instrument[image: External link]. Its pitch sounds one octave lower than it is notated on a score.
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 Standard




A variety of tunings may be used. The most common tuning, known as "Standard Tuning", has the strings tuned from a low E, to a high E, traversing a two octave range—EADGBE. When all strings are played open the resulting chord is an Em7/add11.

The pitches are as follows:



	String
	Scientific

pitch[image: External link]
	Helmholtz

pitch[image: External link]
	Interval[image: External link] from middle C[image: External link]
	Frequency[image: External link]

( Hz[image: External link])



	1st
	E4
	e'
	major third[image: External link] above
	329.63



	2nd
	B3
	b
	minor second[image: External link] below
	246.94



	3rd
	G3
	g
	perfect fourth[image: External link] below
	196.00



	4th
	D3
	d
	minor seventh[image: External link] below
	146.83



	5th
	A2
	A
	minor tenth below
	110.00



	6th
	E2
	E
	minor thirteenth below
	82.41




The table below shows a pitch's name found over the six strings of a guitar in standard tuning, from the nut (zero), to the twelfth fret.



	0
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	6
	7
	8
	9
	10
	11
	12



	E
	F
	F♯
	G
	A♭
	A
	B♭
	B
	C
	C♯
	D
	E♭
	E



	B
	C
	C♯
	D
	E♭
	E
	F
	F♯
	G
	A♭
	A
	B♭
	B



	G
	A♭
	A
	B♭
	B
	C
	C♯
	D
	E♭
	E
	F
	F♯
	G



	D
	E♭
	E
	F
	F♯
	G
	A♭
	A
	B♭
	B
	C
	C♯
	D



	A
	B♭
	B
	C
	C♯
	D
	E♭
	E
	F
	F♯
	G
	A♭
	A



	E
	F
	F♯
	G
	A♭
	A
	B♭
	B
	C
	C♯
	D
	E♭
	E




For four strings, the 5th fret on one string is the same open-note as the next string; for example, a 5th-fret note on the sixth string is the same note as the open fifth string. However, between the second and third strings, an irregularity occurs: The 4th-fret note on the third string is equivalent to the open second string.
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 Alternative




Main article: Guitar tunings § Alternative[image: External link]


See also: Open tunings[image: External link] and Regular tunings[image: External link]


Standard tuning has evolved to provide a good compromise between simple fingering for many chords[image: External link] and the ability to play common scales with reasonable left-hand movement. There are also a variety of commonly used alternative tunings[image: External link], for example, the classes of open, regular, and dropped tunings.

Open tuning refers to a guitar tuned so that strumming the open strings produces a chord[image: External link], typically a major chord. The base chord consists of at least 3 notes and may include all the strings or a subset. The tuning is named for the open chord, Open D, open G, and open A are popular tunings. All similar chords in the chromatic scale can then be played by barring[image: External link] a single fret.[13] Open tunings are common in blues[image: External link] and folk music[image: External link],[14] and they are used in the playing of slide[image: External link] and bottleneck guitars[image: External link].[13][15] Many musicians use open tunings when playing slide guitar.[14]

For the standard tuning, there is exactly one interval of a major third[image: External link] between the second and third strings, and all the other intervals are fourths. The irregularity has a price - chords cannot be shifted around the fretboard in the standard tuning E-A-D-G-B-E, which requires four chord-shapes for the major chords. There are separate chord-forms for chords having their root note[image: External link] on the third, fourth, fifth, and sixth strings.[16]

In contrast, regular tunings[image: External link] have equal intervals between the strings,[17] and so they have symmetrical scales all along the fretboard. This makes it simpler to translate chords. For the regular tunings, chords may be moved diagonally around the fretboard. The diagonal movement of chords is especially simple for the regular tunings that are repetitive, in which case chords can be moved vertically: Chords can be moved three strings up (or down) in major-thirds tuning and chords can be moved two strings up (or down) in augmented-fourths tuning. Regular tunings thus appeal to new guitarists and also to jazz-guitarists, whose improvisation is simplified by regular intervals.

On the other hand, some chords are more difficult to play in a regular tuning than in standard tuning. It can be difficult to play conventional chords especially in augmented-fourths tuning and all-fifths tuning,[17] in which the large spacings require hand stretching. Some chords, which are conventional in folk music, are difficult to play even in all-fourths and major-thirds tunings, which do not require more hand-stretching than standard tuning.[18]


	In major-thirds tuning[image: External link], the interval between open strings is always a major third[image: External link]. Consequently, four frets suffice to play the chromatic scale. Chord inversion[image: External link] is especially simple in major-thirds tuning. Chords are inverted simply by raising one or two notes by three strings. The raised notes are played with the same finger as the original notes.[19][20] In contrast, in standard tuning, the shape of inversions depends on the involvement of the irregular major-third.[21]


	
All-fourths tuning[image: External link] replaces the major third between the third and second strings with a fourth, extending the conventional tuning of a bass guitar[image: External link]. With all-fourths tuning, playing the triads is more difficult, but improvisation is simplified, because chord-patterns remain constant when moved around the fretboard. Jazz guitarist Stanley Jordan[image: External link] uses the all-fourths tuning EADGCF. Invariant chord-shapes are an advantage of other regular tunings, such as major-thirds[image: External link] and all-fifths tunings.[17]


	Extending the tunings of violins[image: External link] and cellos, all-fifths tuning[image: External link] offers an expanded range CGDAEB,[22] which however has been impossible to implement on a conventional guitar. All-fifths tuning is used for the lowest five strings of the new standard tuning[image: External link] of Robert Fripp[image: External link] and his former students in Guitar Craft[image: External link] courses; new standard tuning has a high G on its last string CGDAE-G.[23][24]




Another class of alternative tunings are called drop tunings[image: External link], because the tuning drops down the lowest string. Dropping down the lowest string a whole tone[image: External link] results in the " drop-D[image: External link]" (or "dropped D") tuning. Its open-string notes DADGBE (from low to high) allow for a deep bass D note, which can be used in keys such as D major, d minor and G major. It simplifies the playing of simple fifths ( powerchords[image: External link]). Many contemporary rock bands re-tune all strings down, making, for example, Drop-C or Drop-B tunings.
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 Scordatura




Many scordatura[image: External link] (alternate tunings) modify the standard tuning of the lute[image: External link], especially when playing Renaissance music[image: External link] repertoire originally written for that instrument. Some scordatura drop the pitch of one or more strings, giving access to new lower notes. Some scordatura make it easier to play in unusual keys.
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 Accessories




Though a guitar may be played on its own, there are a variety of common accessories used for holding and playing the guitar.
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 Capotasto




Main article: Capo[image: External link]


A capo (short for capotasto) is used to change the pitch of open strings. Capos are clipped onto the fretboard with the aid of spring tension, or in some models, elastic tension. To raise the guitar's pitch by one semitone, the player would clip the capo onto the fretboard just below the first fret. Its use allows players to play in different keys without having to change the chord formations they use. For example, if a folk guitar player wanted to play a song in the key of B Major, they could put a capo on the second fret of the instrument, and then play the song as if it were in the key of A Major, but with the capo the instrument would make the sounds of B Major. This is because with the capo barring the entire second fret, open chords[image: External link] would all sound two semitones (aka one tone) higher in pitch. For example, if a guitarist played an open A Major chord (a very common open chord), it would sound like a B Major chord. All of the other open chords would be similarly modified in pitch. Because of the ease with which they allow guitar players to change keys, they are sometimes referred to with pejorative names, such as "cheaters" or the "hillbilly crutch". Despite this negative viewpoint, another benefit of the capo is that it enables guitarists to obtain the ringing, resonant sound of the common keys (C, G, A, etc.) in "harder" and less-commonly used keys. Classical performers are known to use them to enable modern instruments to match the pitch of historical instruments such as the Renaissance music lute[image: External link].
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 Slides




Main article: Slide guitar[image: External link]


A slide[image: External link], (neck of a bottle, knife blade or round metal or glass bar or cylinder) is used in blues and rock to create a glissando[image: External link] or " Hawaiian[image: External link]" effect. The slide is used to fret notes on the neck, instead of using the fretting hand's fingers. The characteristic use of the slide is to move up to the intended pitch by, as the name implies, sliding up the neck to the desired note. The necks of bottles were often used in blues and country music as improvised slides. Modern slides are constructed of glass, plastic, ceramic, chrome, brass or steel bars or cylinders, depending on the weight and tone desired (and the amount of money a guitarist can spend). An instrument that is played exclusively in this manner (using a metal bar) is called a steel guitar[image: External link] or pedal steel[image: External link]. Slide playing to this day is very popular in blues music[image: External link] and country music[image: External link]. Some slide players use a so-called Dobro[image: External link] guitar. Some performers who have become famous for playing slide are Robert Johnson[image: External link], Elmore James[image: External link], Ry Cooder[image: External link], George Harrison[image: External link], Bonnie Raitt[image: External link], Derek Trucks[image: External link], Warren Haynes[image: External link], Duane Allman[image: External link], Muddy Waters[image: External link], Rory Gallagher[image: External link], and George Thorogood[image: External link].


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Plectrum




Main article: Guitar pick[image: External link]


A "guitar pick[image: External link]" or " plectrum[image: External link]" is a small piece of hard material generally held between the thumb and first finger of the picking hand and is used to "pick" the strings. Though most classical players pick with a combination of fingernails and fleshy fingertips, the pick is most often used for electric and steel-string acoustic guitars. Though today they are mainly plastic, variations do exist, such as bone, wood, steel or tortoise shell. Tortoise shell was the most commonly used material in the early days of pick-making, but as tortoises and turtles became endangered, the practice of using their shells for picks or anything else was banned. Tortoise-shell picks made before the ban are often coveted for a supposedly superior tone and ease of use, and their scarcity has made them valuable.

Picks come in many shapes and sizes. Picks vary from the small jazz pick to the large bass pick. The thickness of the pick often determines its use. A thinner pick (between 0.2 and 0.5 mm) is usually used for strumming or rhythm playing, whereas thicker picks (between 0.7 and 1.5+ mm) are usually used for single-note lines or lead playing. The distinctive guitar sound of Billy Gibbons[image: External link] is attributed to using a quarter[image: External link] or peso[image: External link] as a pick. Similarly, Brian May[image: External link] is known to use a sixpence coin[image: External link] as a pick, while noted 1970s and early 1980s session musician David Persons is known for using old credit cards, cut to the correct size, as plectrums.

Thumb picks and finger picks that attach to the finger tips are sometimes employed in finger-picking styles on steel strings. These allow the fingers and thumb to operate independently, whereas a flat pick requires the thumb and one or two fingers to manipulate.
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 Straps




A guitar strap is a strip of material with an attachment mechanism on each end, made to hold a guitar via the shoulders at an adjustable length. Guitars have varying accommodations for attaching a strap. The most common are strap buttons, also called strap pins, which are flanged steel posts anchored to the guitar with screws. Two strap buttons come pre-attached to virtually all electric guitars, and many steel-string acoustic guitars. Strap buttons are sometimes replaced with "strap locks", which connect the guitar to the strap more securely.

The lower strap button is usually located at the bottom (bridge end) of the body. The upper strap button is usually located near or at the top (neck end) of the body: on the upper body curve, at the tip of the upper "horn" (on a double cutaway), or at the neck joint (heel). Some electrics, especially those with odd-shaped bodies, have one or both strap buttons on the back of the body. Some Steinberger electric guitars, owing to their minimalist and lightweight design, have both strap buttons at the bottom of the body. Rarely, on some acoustics, the upper strap button is located on the headstock. Some acoustic and classical guitars only have a single strap button at the bottom of the body—the other end must be tied onto the headstock, above the nut and below the machine heads.
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 Amplifiers, effects and speakers




Electric guitars[image: External link] and bass guitars have to be used with a guitar amplifier[image: External link] and loudspeaker[image: External link] or a bass amplifier[image: External link] and speaker, respectively, in order to make enough sound to be heard by the performer and audience. Electric guitars and bass guitars almost always use magnetic pickups[image: External link], which generate an electric signal when the musician plucks, strums or otherwise plays the instrument. The amplifier and speaker strengthen this signal using a power amplifier[image: External link] and a loudspeaker[image: External link]. Acoustic guitars that are equipped with a piezoelectric pickup or microphone can also be plugged into an instrument amplifier[image: External link], acoustic guitar amp[image: External link] or PA system[image: External link] to make them louder. With electric guitar and bass, the amplifier and speaker are not just used to make the instrument louder; by adjusting the equalizer[image: External link] controls, the preamplifier[image: External link], and any onboard effects units[image: External link] ( reverb[image: External link], distortion/overdrive[image: External link], etc.) the player can also modify the tone (aka timbre or "colour") and sound of the instrument. Acoustic guitar players can also use the amp to change the sound of their instrument, but in general, acoustic guitar amps are used to make the natural acoustic sound of the instrument louder without changing its sound that much.
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 See also





	Outline of guitars[image: External link]

	Body shape (guitars)[image: External link]
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 Notes and references
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 Notes






	
^ Kithara appears in the Bible four times (1 Cor. 14:7, Rev. 5:8, 14:2 and 15:2), and is usually translated into English as harp.[4]


	
^ "The first incontrovertible evidence of five-course instruments can be found in Miguel Fuenllana's Orphenica Lyre of 1554, which contains music for a vihuela de cinco ordenes. In the following year, Juan Bermudo wrote in his Declaracion de Instrumentos Musicales: 'We have seen a guitar in Spain with five courses of strings.' Bermudo later mentions in the same book that 'Guitars usually have four strings,' which implies that the five-course guitar was of comparatively recent origin, and still something of an oddity." Tom and Mary Anne Evans, Guitars: From the Renaissance to Rock. Paddington Press Ltd, 1977, p. 24.


	
^ "We know from literary sources that the five course guitar was immensely popular in Spain in the early seventeenth century and was also widely played in France and Italy...Yet almost all the surviving guitars were built in Italy...This apparent disparity between the documentary and instrumental evidence can be explained by the fact that, in general, only the more expensively made guitars have been kept as collectors' pieces. During the early seventeenth century the guitar was an instrument of the people of Spain, but was widely played by the Italian aristocracy." Tom and Mary Anne Evans. Guitars: From the Renaissance to Rock. Paddington Press Ltd, 1977, p. 24.
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Bass Guitar






The bass guitar[1] (also called electric bass,[2][3][4] or simply bass) is a stringed instrument[image: External link] played primarily with the fingers or thumb, by plucking, slapping[image: External link], popping, strumming, tapping, thumping, or picking[image: External link] with a plectrum[image: External link], often known as a pick.

The bass guitar is similar in appearance and construction to an electric guitar[image: External link], but with a longer neck[image: External link] and scale length[image: External link], and four to six strings[image: External link] or courses[image: External link]. The four-string bass, by far the most common, is usually tuned the same as the double bass[image: External link],[5] which corresponds to pitches one octave[image: External link] lower than the four lowest pitched strings of a guitar (E, A, D, and G).[6] The bass guitar is a transposing instrument[image: External link], as it is notated in bass clef[image: External link] an octave higher than it sounds (as is the double bass) to avoid excessive ledger lines[image: External link]. Like the electric guitar, the bass guitar has pickups[image: External link] and it is plugged into an amplifier and speaker[image: External link] on stage, or into a larger PA system[image: External link] using a DI unit[image: External link], for live performances.

Since the 1960s, the bass guitar has largely replaced the double bass[image: External link] in popular music[image: External link] as the bass instrument in the rhythm section[image: External link].[7] While types of basslines[image: External link] vary widely from one style of music to another, the bassist usually plays a similar role: anchoring the harmonic framework[image: External link] and establishing the beat. Many styles of music include the bass guitar, including rock[image: External link], heavy metal[image: External link], pop[image: External link], punk rock[image: External link], country[image: External link], reggae[image: External link], gospel[image: External link], blues[image: External link], symphonic rock, and jazz[image: External link]. It is often a solo instrument[image: External link] in jazz, jazz fusion[image: External link], Latin[image: External link], funk[image: External link], progressive rock[image: External link] and other rock and metal styles.
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 History
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 1930s–1940s




In the 1930s, musician and inventor Paul Tutmarc[image: External link] from Seattle[image: External link], Washington[image: External link], who was manufacturing lap steel guitars[image: External link], developed the first electric string bass in its modern form, a fretted[image: External link] instrument designed to be played horizontally. The 1935 sales catalog for Tutmarc's electronic musical instrument company, Audiovox[image: External link], featured his "Model 736 Bass Fiddle[image: External link]", a four-stringed, solid-bodied, fretted electric bass instrument with a 30 1⁄2-inch (775 mm) scale length.[8] The adoption of a "guitar" form made the instrument easier to hold and transport than any of the existing stringed bass instruments. The addition of frets enabled bassists to play in tune more easily than on acoustic or electric upright basses. Around 100 of these instruments were made during this period.[citation needed[image: External link]].

Around 1947, Tutmarc's son, Bud, began marketing a similar bass under the Serenader brand name, prominently advertised in the nationally distributed L. D. Heater Music Company[image: External link] wholesale jobber catalogue of 1948. However, the Tutmarc family inventions did not achieve market success.
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 1950s




In the 1950s, Leo Fender[image: External link], with the help of his employee George Fullerton[image: External link], developed the first mass-produced electric bass.[9] Fender was the founder of Fender Electric Instrument Manufacturing Company[image: External link], which made electric popular brands of electric guitars (Fender Stratocaster[image: External link] and Fender Telecaster[image: External link], basses and widely used guitar amps[image: External link] (Fender Bassman[image: External link]). Fender's Fender Precision Bass[image: External link], which began production in October 1951, became a widely copied industry standard for the instrument. The Precision Bass (or "P-bass") evolved from a simple, un-contoured "slab" body design and a single coil pickup[image: External link] similar to that of a Telecaster[image: External link] to a contoured body design with beveled edges for comfort and a split single coil pickup[image: External link] with four magnetic poles on each half, two poles for each string. This "split pickup" approach, introduced in 1957, was developed by using two mandolin pickups (Fender was marketing a four string solid body electric mandolin at the time). The pole pieces and leads of the coils were reversed with respect to each other, producing a " humbucking[image: External link]" effect. Humbucking is a design that electrically cancels the effect of any unwanted AC hum.[10]

The "Fender Bass" was a revolutionary new instrument for gigging musicians. In comparison with the upright bass[image: External link], which had been the main bass instrument in popular music, folk and country from the early 1900s to the 1940s, the Fender bass could be easily transported to shows and which was less prone to feedback[image: External link] when amplified than acoustic bass instruments.[11] As well, the use of metal frets on electric basses, in comparison with the unfretted fingerboard on upright basses, made the electric bass easier to play in tune. As well, whereas it can be challenging to mic[image: External link] or find a good pickup for an upright bass, an electric bass comes with a built-in pickup system. Monk Montgomery[image: External link] was the first bass player to tour with the Fender bass guitar, with Lionel Hampton[image: External link]'s postwar big band[image: External link] in 1953.[12] Roy Johnson, and Shifty Henry[image: External link] with Louis Jordan[image: External link] & His Tympany Five[image: External link], were other early Fender bass pioneers.[9] Bill Black[image: External link], playing with Elvis Presley, switched from upright bass to the Fender Precision Bass around 1957.[13] The bass guitar was intended to appeal to guitarists as well as upright bass players, and many early pioneers of the instrument, such as Carol Kaye[image: External link] and Joe Osborn[image: External link], were originally guitarists.

Following Fender's lead, in 1953, Gibson[image: External link] released the first short scale violin[image: External link]-shaped electric bass with extendable end pin, allowing it to be played upright or horizontally. Gibson renamed the Electric Bass in 1958 to the EB-1[image: External link] [14] (The EB-1 was reissued around 1970, but this time without the end pin.) Also in 1958 Gibson released the maple arched top EB-2 described in the Gibson catalogue as "A hollow-body electric bass that features a Bass/Baritone pushbutton for two different tonal characteristics".[15] In 1959 these were followed by the more conventional-looking EB-0 Bass[image: External link]. The EB-0 was very similar to a Gibson SG[image: External link] in appearance (although the earliest examples have a slab-sided body shape closer to that of the double-cutaway Les Paul[image: External link] Special).

Whereas Fender basses had pickups mounted in positions in between the base of the neck and the top of the bridge, many of Gibson's early basses featured one humbucking[image: External link] pickup mounted directly against the neck pocket. The EB-3[image: External link], introduced in 1961, also had a "mini-humbucker" at the bridge position. Gibson basses also tended to be smaller, sleeker instruments; Gibson did not produce a 34-inch (864 mm) scale bass until 1963 with the release of the Thunderbird[image: External link], which was also the first Gibson bass to use dual-humbucking pickups in a more traditional position, about halfway between the neck and bridge. A small number of other companies also began manufacturing bass guitars during the 1950s: Kay[image: External link] in 1952, and Danelectro[image: External link] in 1956;[13]

1956 saw the appearance at the German trade fair "Musikmesse Frankfurt" of the distinctive Höfner 500/1[image: External link] violin bass made using violin construction techniques by Walter Höfner[image: External link], a second generation violin luthier.[16] The instrument is often known as the "Beatle Bass[image: External link]", due to its endorsement and use by Beatles bassist Paul McCartney[image: External link]. In 1957 Rickenbacker[image: External link] introduced the model 4000 bass,[17] the first bass to feature a neck-through-body design in which the neck is part of the body wood. The Fender and Gibson versions used bolt-on and glued-on necks.
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 1960s




With the explosion of the popularity of rock music[image: External link] in the 1960s, many more manufacturers began making electric basses. First introduced in 1960, the Fender Jazz Bass[image: External link] was known as the Deluxe Bass and was meant to accompany the Jazzmaster[image: External link] guitar. The Jazz Bass (often referred to as a "J-bass") featured two single-coil pickups, one close to the bridge and one in the Precision bass' split coil pickup position. The earliest production basses had a 'stacked' volume and tone control for each pickup. This was soon changed to the familiar configuration of a volume control for each pickup, and a single, passive tone control. The Jazz Bass' neck was narrower at the nut than the Precision bass — 1 1⁄2 inches (38 mm) versus 1 3⁄4 inches (44 mm) — allowing for easier access to the lower strings and an overall spacing and feel closer to that of an electric guitar, allowing trained guitarists to transition to the bass guitar more easily.

Another visual difference that set the Jazz Bass apart from the Precision is its "offset-waist" body. Pickup shapes on electric basses are often referred to as "P" or "J" pickups in reference to the visual and electrical differences between the Precision Bass and Jazz Bass pickups[image: External link].

Fender also began production of the Mustang Bass[image: External link]; a 30-inch (762 mm) scale length instrument used by bassists such as Tina Weymouth[image: External link] of Talking Heads[image: External link] and Bill Wyman[image: External link] of The Rolling Stones[image: External link] ("P" and "J" basses have a scale length of 34 inches (864 mm), a design echoed on most current production electric basses of all makes). In the 1950s and 1960s, the instrument was often called the "Fender bass", due to Fender[image: External link]'s early dominance in the market. The Fender VI[image: External link], a baritone guitar, was tuned one octave lower than standard guitar tuning. It was released in 1961, and was favored by Jack Bruce[image: External link] of Cream[image: External link].[18]

Gibson introduced the short-scale 30 1⁄2-inch (775 mm) EB-3[image: External link] in 1961, also used by Jack Bruce[image: External link].[19]
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 1970s




The 1970s saw the founding of Music Man[image: External link] Instruments by Tom Walker, Forrest White[image: External link] and Leo Fender[image: External link], which produced the StingRay[image: External link], the first widely produced bass with active (powered) electronics. This amounts to an impedance[image: External link]-buffering preamplifier[image: External link] on board the instrument to lower the output impedance of the bass's pickup circuit. This increasing low-pitch output and increased the instrument's tonal flexibility through giving the player the ability to amplify as well as attenuate (turn down) certain frequency ranges while improving the overall frequency response (more low-register and high-register sounds).

Specific bass brands/models became identified with particular styles of music, such as the Rickenbacker 4001 series, which became identified with progressive rock bassists like Chris Squire[image: External link] of Yes[image: External link], and Geddy Lee[image: External link] of Rush[image: External link], while the StingRay was used by funk/disco players such Louis Johnson[image: External link] of the funk band The Brothers Johnson[image: External link] and Bernard Edwards[image: External link] of Chic. The 4001 stereo bass was introduced in the late 1960s; it can be heard on from the Beatles "I Am The Walrus".[citation needed[image: External link]]

In 1971, Alembic[image: External link] established the template for what became known as "boutique" or "high-end" electric bass guitars. These expensive, custom-tailored instruments, as used by Phil Lesh[image: External link], Jack Casady[image: External link], and Stanley Clarke[image: External link], featured unique designs, premium hand-finished wood bodies, onboard electronics for preamplification and equalization, and innovative construction techniques such as multi-laminate neck-through-body[image: External link] construction and graphite necks. In the mid-1970s, Alembic and other boutique bass manufacturers, such as Tobias[image: External link], produced four-string and five-string basses with a low "B" string. In 1975, bassist Anthony Jackson[image: External link] commissioned luthier Carl Thompson[image: External link] to build a six-string bass tuned (low to high) B0, E1, A1, D2, G2, C3. In comparison with a standard four-string bass, Jackson's six-string adds a low BB string and a high C string. These 5 and 6-string "extended-range basses" would become popular with session bassists[image: External link] as they reduced the need for re-tuning to alternate detuned configurations like "drop D", and also allowed the bassist to play more notes from the same position on the fretboard with fewer shifts up and down the fingerboard, a crucial benefit for a session player sightreading[image: External link] basslines[image: External link] at a recording session.
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 1980s–present




In the 1980s, bass designers continued to explore new approaches. Ned Steinberger[image: External link] introduced a headless bass in 1979 and continued his innovations in the 1980s, using graphite[image: External link] and other new materials and (in 1984) introducing the TransTrem[image: External link] tremolo bar[image: External link]. In 1982, Hans-Peter Wilfer founded Warwick[image: External link], to make a European bass, as the market at the time was dominated by Asian and American basses. Their first bass was the Streamer Bass[image: External link], which is similar to the Spector NS. In 1987, the Guild Guitar Corporation launched the fretless Ashbory bass[image: External link], which used silicone rubber strings and a piezoelectric pickup to achieve a "upright bass" sound with a short 18-inch (457 mm) scale length. In the late 1980s, MTV's "Unplugged"[image: External link] show, which featured bands performing with acoustic instruments, helped to popularize hollow-bodied acoustic bass guitars[image: External link] amplified with piezoelectric[image: External link] pickups built into the bridge of the instrument.

During the 1990s, as five-string basses became more widely available and more affordable, an increasing number of bassists in genres ranging from metal[image: External link] to gospel[image: External link] began using five-string instruments for added lower range—a low "B" string. As well, onboard battery-powered electronics such as preamplifiers and equalizer circuits, which were previously only available on expensive "boutique" instruments, became increasingly available on mid-priced basses. From 2000 to the 2010s, some bass manufacturers included digital[image: External link] modelling circuits inside the instrument on more costly instruments to recreate tones and sounds from many models of basses (e.g., Line 6's[image: External link] Variax bass). A modelling bass can digitally emulate the tone and sound of many famous basses, ranging from a vintage Fender Precision to a Rickenbacker. However, as with the electric guitar, traditional "passive" bass designs, which include only pickups, tone and volume knobs (without a preamp or other electronics) remained popular. Reissued versions of vintage instruments such as the Fender Precision Bass[image: External link] and Fender Jazz Bass[image: External link] remained popular amongst new instrument buyers up to the 2010s. In 2011, a 60th Anniversary P-bass was introduced by Fender[image: External link], along with the re-introduction of the short-scale Fender Jaguar Bass[image: External link].
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 Design considerations




Bass bodies are typically made of wood, although other materials such as graphite[image: External link] (for example, some of the Steinberger[image: External link] designs) and other lightweight composite materials have also been used. While a wide variety of woods[image: External link] are suitable for use in the body, neck, and fretboard of the bass guitar, the most common types of wood used are similar to those used for electric guitars; alder[image: External link], ash[image: External link] or mahogany[image: External link] for the body, maple[image: External link] for the neck, and rosewood[image: External link] or ebony[image: External link] for the fretboard. While these traditional standards are most common, for tonal or aesthetic reasons luthiers more commonly experiment with different tonewoods on basses than with electric guitars (though this is changing), and rarer woods like walnut[image: External link] and figured maple[image: External link], as well as exotic woods like bubinga[image: External link], wenge[image: External link], koa[image: External link], and purpleheart[image: External link], are often used as accent woods in the neck or on the face of mid- to high-priced production basses and on custom-made and boutique instruments.

Other design options include finishes, such as lacquer, wax and oil; flat and carved designs; luthier[image: External link]-produced custom-designed instruments; headless basses, which have tuning machines in the bridge of the instrument (e.g., Steinberger[image: External link] and Hohner[image: External link] designs) and several artificial materials such as luthite[image: External link]. The use of artificial materials (e.g., BassLab[image: External link]) allows for unique production techniques such as die-casting, to produce complex body shapes. While most basses have solid bodies, they can also include hollow chambers to increase the resonance or reduce the weight of the instrument. Some basses are built with entirely hollow bodies, which change the tone and resonance of the instrument. Acoustic bass guitars[image: External link] have a hollow wooden body constructed similarly to an acoustic guitar[image: External link], and are typically equipped with piezoelectric[image: External link] or magnetic pickups and amplified.

Instruments handmade by highly skilled luthiers are becoming increasingly available in the 2010s. Exotic materials used in high-end instruments include woods such as bubinga[image: External link], wenge[image: External link], ovangkol[image: External link], ebony[image: External link] and goncalo alves[image: External link]. Graphite composite[image: External link] is used to make lightweight necks[20][21] Exotic woods are used on more expensive instruments: for example, Alembic uses cocobolo as a body or top layer material because of its attractive grain. Warwick bass guitars are also well known for exotic hardwoods: most of the necks are made of ovangkol[image: External link], and the fingerboards use wenge[image: External link] or ebony[image: External link]. Solid bubinga[image: External link] bodies are also used for their tonal and aesthetic qualities.

A common feature of more expensive basses is "neck-through" construction. Instead of milling the body from a single piece of wood (or "bookmatched" halves) and then attaching the neck into a pocket (so-called "bolt-on" design), neck-through basses are constructed first by assembling the neck, which may comprise one, three, five or more layers of wood in vertical stripes, which are longer than the length of the fretboard. To this elongated neck, the body is attached as two wings, which may also be made up of several layers. The entire bass is then milled and shaped. Neck-through construction advertisements claim this approach provides better sustain and a mellower tone than bolt-on neck construction. While neck-through construction is most common in handmade "boutique" basses, some models of mass-produced basses such as Ibanez's BTB series also have neck-through construction. Bolt-on neck construction does not necessarily imply a cheaply made instrument; virtually all traditional Fender designs still use bolt-on necks, including its high-end instruments costing thousands of dollars, and many boutique luthiers such as Sadowsky[image: External link] build bolt-on basses as well as neck-through instruments.

The number of frets installed on a bass guitar neck may vary. The original Fender basses had 20 frets, and most bass guitars have between 20 and 24 frets or fret positions. Instruments with between 24 and 36 frets (2 and 3 octaves) also exist. Instruments with more frets are used by bassists who play bass solos, as more frets gives them additional upper range notes. When a bass has a large number of frets, such as a 36 fret instrument, the bass may have a deeper "cutaway" to enable the performer to reach the higher pitches. Like electric guitars[image: External link], fretted basses typically have markers on the fingerboard and on the side of the neck to assist the player in determining where notes and important harmonic points are. The markers indicate the 3rd, 5th, 7th, 9th fret and 12th fret (the 12th fret being the octave of the open string) and on the octave-up equivalents of the 3rd fret and as many additional positions as an instrument has frets for. Typically, one marker is used for the 3rd, 5th, 7th and 9th fret positions and two markers are used for the 12th fret.

The long scale necks on Leo Fender's basses—with a scale length[image: External link] (distance between nut[image: External link] and bridge[image: External link]) of 34 inches (864 mm) — set the standard for electric basses, although 30-inch (762 mm) "short scale" instruments, such as the Höfner 500/1[image: External link] "violin bass" played by Paul McCartney[image: External link], and the Fender Mustang Bass[image: External link] are also common. Short scale instruments use the same E-A-D-G tuning as a regular long scale instrument. Short scale instruments are good choices for bassists with smaller hands, such as children or young teens who are just starting the instrument. While 35-inch (889 mm), 35 1⁄2-inch (902 mm), and 36-inch (914 mm) scale lengths were once only available in "boutique" instruments, in the 2000s (decade), many manufacturers began offering these "extra long" scale lengths. This extra long scale provides a higher string tension, which may yield a more defined, deep tone on the low "B" string of five- and six-stringed instruments (or detuned four-string basses).
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 Fretted and fretless basses




Another design consideration for the bass is whether to use frets[image: External link] on the fingerboard. On a fretted bass, the metal frets divide the fingerboard into semitone[image: External link] divisions (as on an electric guitar[image: External link] or acoustic guitar[image: External link]). Fretless basses[image: External link] have a distinct sound, because the absence of frets means that the string must be pressed down directly onto the wood of the fingerboard with the fingers, as with the double bass[image: External link]. The string buzzes against the wood and is somewhat muted because the sounding portion of the string is in direct contact with the flesh of the player's finger. The fretless bass allows players to use the expressive approaches such as glissando[image: External link] (sliding up or down in pitch, with all of the pitches in between sounding), and true vibrato[image: External link] (in which the player alternates adds expression to a note by rocking the finger which is stopping the note and raising or lowering the pitch slightly). Players may also play music utilising microtones[image: External link], or temperaments other than equal temperament[image: External link], such as just intonation[image: External link].

While fretless basses are often associated with jazz[image: External link] and jazz fusion[image: External link], bassists from other genres have used fretless basses, such as Freebo[image: External link] (country), Rick Danko[image: External link] (rock/blues), Rod Clements[image: External link] (folk), Steve DiGiorgio[image: External link] (metal) and Colin Edwin[image: External link] (modern/progressive rock[image: External link]). Some bassists alternate between fretted and fretless basses in performances, according to the type of material or tunes they are performing, e.g., Pino Palladino[image: External link] or Tony Levin[image: External link].

The first fretless bass guitar was made by Bill Wyman[image: External link] in 1961 when he converted an inexpensive Japanese fretted bass by simply removing the frets and filling in the slots cut into the neck with wood putty.[22][23] The first production fretless bass was the Ampeg[image: External link] AUB-1 introduced in 1966, and Fender introduced a fretless Precision Bass in 1970. Around 1970, Rick Danko[image: External link] from The Band[image: External link] began to use an Ampeg fretless, which he modified with Fender pickups—as heard on the 1971 Cahoots[image: External link] studio album and the Rock of Ages[image: External link] album recorded live[image: External link] in 1971.[24][25] Danko said, "It's a challenge to play fretless because you have to really use your ear[image: External link]."[26] In the early 1970s, fusion-jazz bassist Jaco Pastorius[image: External link] had the fingerboard of his de-fretted Fender Jazz Bass coated in epoxy resin, allowing him to use roundwound strings for a brighter sound.[27] Some fretless basses have "fret line" markers inlaid in the fingerboard as a guide, while others only use guide marks on the side of the neck.

Tapewound (double bass type) and flatwound strings are sometimes used with the fretless bass so the metal string windings do not wear down the fingerboard[image: External link]. Tapewound and flatwound strings have a distinctive tone and sound. Some fretless basses have epoxy[image: External link]-coated fingerboards, or fingerboards made of an epoxy composite like micarta[image: External link], to increase the fingerboard's durability, enhance sustain[image: External link], and give a brighter tone.
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 Strings and tuning




Main article: Bass guitar tuning[image: External link]


The standard design for the electric bass guitar has four strings[image: External link], tuned E, A, D and G,[28] in fourths such that the open highest string, G, is an eleventh (an octave and a fourth) below middle C[image: External link], making the tuning of all four strings the same as that of the double bass[image: External link] (E1–A1–D2–G2). This tuning is also the same as the standard tuning on the lower four strings on a six-string guitar, only an octave lower.

There are a range of different string types include all-metal strings (which are available in many varieties, including roundwound[image: External link], flatwound[image: External link], halfwound, ground wound, and pressure wound[image: External link]); as well as metal strings with different coverings, such as tapewound and wound with plastic coatings. The variety of materials used in the strings gives bass players a range of tonal options. In the 1950s and early 1960s, bassists mostly used flatwound strings with a smooth surface, which had a smooth, damped sound reminiscent of a double bass. In the late 1960s and 1970s, roundwound bass strings producing a brighter tone similar to steel guitar strings became popular, though flatwounds also remain in use by players seeking a vintage tone. Roundwounds have a brighter timbre[image: External link] with longer sustain[image: External link] than flatwounds.

A variety of tuning options and number of string courses have been used to extend the range of the instrument, or facilitate different modes of playing. The most common are four, five, or six strings:


	
Four strings with alternative tunings to obtain an extended lower range.[29] Tuning in fifths e.g., C–G–D–A (like a violoncello[image: External link] but an octave lower) gives an extended upper and lower range.




	
Five strings usually tuned B0–E1–A1–D2–G2, which provides extended lower range. Another common tuning used on early 1970s five-string basses was E–A–D–G–C, known as "tenor tuning"; this tuning adds a high C string in place of the low B. This is still a popular tuning for jazz[image: External link] and solo bassists. Other tunings such as C–E–A–D–G are used in rare cases; the use of the C as a lowest pitch is used by some bassists because in Western pop and rock music, bands often play in keys that can use a low C (e.g., C major, G major, F major). Some players may detune the lowest string to B♭ or A; B♭ is used by bassists who play in brass bands[image: External link], as B♭ is an important and common key for this type of ensemble. The fifth string provides a greater lower range (if a low B or A is used) or a greater upper range (if a high C string is added) than the four-string bass, and gives access to more notes for any given hand position. The earliest five string was created by Fender[image: External link] in 1965. The Fender Bass V[image: External link] used the E–A–D–G–C tuning, but was unpopular and discontinued in 1970. The type of low B five-string was created by Jimmy Johnson[image: External link] as a custom instrument in 1975. He bought an E–A–D–G–C 5-string Alembic[image: External link] bass, replaced the nut, and used a new, thick low B string from GHS[image: External link]. Steinberger[image: External link] made a 5-string headless instrument called the L-2/5 in 1982, and later Yamaha[image: External link] offered the first production model as the BB5000 in 1984.

	
Six strings are usually tuned B0–E1–A1–D2–G2–C3—like a four-string bass with an additional low B string and a high C string. Some players prefer B0–E1–A1–D2–F♯2–B2, which preserves the intervals of standard six-string guitar tuning (an octave and a fourth lower) and makes the highest and lowest string the same note two octaves apart. While less common than four or five-string basses, they appear in Latin, jazz, and other genres, as well as in studio work where a session musician[image: External link]'s single instrument must be highly versatile, and to facilitate sightreading[image: External link] in the recording studio[image: External link]. Alternative tunings for six-string bass include B–E–A–D–G–B, matching the first five strings of an acoustic or electric guitar with an additional low B, and E–A–D–G–B–E, completely matching the tuning of a six-string guitar but one octave lower allowing the use of guitar chord fingerings. Rarer tunings such as E–A–D–G–C–F and F♯–B–E–A–D–G provide a lower or higher range in a given position while maintaining consistent string intervals. In 1974, Anthony Jackson[image: External link] worked with Carl Thompson[image: External link] to create the Contrabass guitar (BEADGC). Later, Jackson brought his ideas to Fodera[image: External link] and worked with Ken Smith to create a wider-spaced Contrabass guitar, which evolved to the modern six-string bass.

	
Eight[image: External link] and twelve-string[image: External link] models are both built on the same "course string"[image: External link] concept found on twelve-string guitars[image: External link], where sets of strings are spaced together in groups of two or three that are primarily played simultaneously. These instruments typically have one of the strings in each course tuned an octave above the 'standard' string, although a fifth above is also used. Instruments with ten and fifteen strings, grouped in five courses, also exist, as do "extended-range basses[image: External link]" or ERBs with non-coursed string counts rivaling those of coursed-string basses.




	
Detuners[image: External link], such as the Hipshot, are mechanical devices the player operates with the thumb on the fretting hand to quickly retune one or more strings to a pre-set lower pitch. Hipshots typically drop the E-string down to D on a four-string bass.[30] Rarely, some bassists (e.g., Michael Manring[image: External link]) add detuners to more than one string, or even more than one detuner to each string, so they can retune during a performance and access a wider range of chime-like harmonics.
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 Alternative range approaches




Some bassists use other types of tuning to extend the range or get other benefits, such as providing multiple octaves of notes at any given position, or a larger tonal range. Instrument types or tunings used for this purpose include basses with fewer than four strings (one-string bass guitars,[31] two-string bass guitars, three-string bass guitars [tuned to E–A–D])[32] and alternative tunings e.g., tenor bass.[33]

Extended range basses[image: External link] (ERBs) are basses with six to twelve strings—with the additional strings used for range rather than unison or octave pairs. A seven-string bass (B0–E1–A1–D2–G2–C3–F3) was built by luthier Michael Tobias in 1987. This instrument, commissioned by bassist Garry Goodman, was an early example of a bass with more than six single course strings. In 1999 South American ERB player Igor Saavedra[image: External link] designed one of the first eight-string ERBs known, and asked Luthier Alfonso Iturra to build it for him. [34] Conklin builds custom ERB basses.[35] The Guitarbass is a ten-string instrument with four bass strings (tuned E–A–D–G) and six guitar strings (tuned E–A–D–G–B–E).[36] Luthier Michael Adler built the first eleven-string bass in 2004 and completed the first single-course 12-string bass in 2005. Adler's 11- and 12-string instruments have the same range as a grand piano.[37] Subcontrabasses, such as C♯–F♯–B–E (the lowest string, C♯0 being at 17.32 Hz at around the limit of human hearing)[38] have been created. Ibanez[image: External link] had released SR7VIISC in 2009, featuring a 30-inch (762 mm) scale and narrower width, and tuned as B–E–A–D–G–C–E; the company dubbed it a cross between bass and guitar.[39][ better source needed[image: External link]]

In 2011 Warwick released a new Thumb NT 7 bass for Jeroen Paul Thesseling, featuring a 34-inch (864 mm) scale with subcontra tuning F♯–B–E–A–D–G–C. Yves Carbonne developed ten- and twelve-string fretless subbass guitars.[40][41][42]

Piccolo basses[image: External link] are cosmetically similar to a four-stringed electric bass guitar, but usually tuned one whole octave[image: External link] higher than a normal bass. The first electric piccolo bass was constructed by luthier Carl Thompson for Stanley Clarke[image: External link].[citation needed[image: External link]] To allow for the raised tuning, the strings are thinner, and the length of the neck (the scale[image: External link]) may be shorter. Several companies manufacture piccolo sets that can be put on any regular bass, thereby converting any bass into a piccolo bass. Because of the thinner strings, a new nut may be required to hold the strings. Some people prefer a slightly shorter scale, such as 30 or 28 inches (762 or 711 mm), as the higher tension required for longer scale lengths coupled with the thinner gauge of higher-pitched strings can make a long-scale piccolo bass difficult to play. The tuning varies with the personal tastes of the artist, as does the number of strings. Joey DeMaio[image: External link] from the heavy metal band Manowar[image: External link] plays with four strings on his piccolo bass. Jazz bassist John Patitucci[image: External link] used a six-string piccolo bass, unaccompanied, on his song "Sachi's Eyes" on his album One More Angel. Michael Manring[image: External link] has used a five-string piccolo bass in several altered tunings. Michael uses D'Addario EXL 280 piccolo bass strings on his four-string hyperbass, made by Zon Guitars[image: External link].[citation needed[image: External link]]
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 Pickups and amplification





	For more information on pickups, see Pick up (music technology)[image: External link].
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 Magnetic pickups




Most electric bass guitars use magnetic pickups. The vibrations of the instrument's ferrous metal strings within the magnetic field of the permanent magnets in magnetic pickups[image: External link] produce small variations in the magnetic flux threading the coils of the pickups. This in turn produces small electrical voltages in the coils. These low-level signals are then amplified and played through a speaker[image: External link]. Most basses have a volume potentiometer[image: External link], which can be turned up or down, and a tone potentiometer, which rolls off the high frequencies when it is turned to the player's right. Some basses may also have a pickup selector control or switch. Since the 1980s, basses are often available with battery-powered "active" electronics that boost the signal with a preamplifier[image: External link], provide equalization[image: External link] controls to boost or cut bass and treble frequencies, or both.


	
"Precision" pickups (which refers to the Fender Precision Bass), also referred to as "P pickups", are two distinct single-coil[image: External link] pickups. Each is offset a small amount along the length of the body so that each half is underneath two strings. The pickups are reverse-wound with reversed magnetic polarity to reduce hum. This makes the 'P' pickup a humbucking[image: External link] single coil pickup. Less common is the "single-coil P" pickup, used on the original 1951 Fender Precision bass.[43] P-style pickups are generally placed in the "neck" or "middle" position, but some luthiers and performers have used P pickups in the bridge position, or in between two jazz pickups.




	
"Jazz" pickups (referring to the original Fender Jazz Bass), also referred to as "J pickups", are wider eight-pole pickups that lie underneath all four strings. J pickups are typically single-coil[image: External link] designs, though there are a large number of humbucking designs. Traditionally, two of them are used, one of them near the bridge and another closer to the neck. As with the halves of P-pickups, the J-pickups are reverse-wound with reverse magnetic polarity. As a result, they have hum canceling properties when used at the same volume, with hum cancellation decreasing when the pickups are used at unequal volume and altogether absent when each pickup is used individually. 'J' Style pickups tend to have a lower output and a thinner sound than 'P' Style pickups. Many bassists combine a 'J' pickup at the bridge and a 'P' pickup at the neck so they can blend the two sounds.




	
Dual coil " humbucker[image: External link]" pickups, sometimes abbreviated to DC pickups, have two signal producing coils that are reverse wound around opposed polarity magnets (similar in principle to the two individual J-pickups or the two halves of a modern Precision pickup, only in a single housing). This significantly reduces noise from elecromagnetic interference compared to single coil pickups. Humbuckers also often produce a higher output level than single coil pickups, though many dual-coil pickups are marketed as retrofits for single-coil designs like the J pickup and advertise a similar output and tonal character to the stock single-coils. Dual coil pickups come in two main varieties; ceramic or ceramic and steel. Ceramic only magnets have a relatively harsher sound than their ceramic and steel counterparts, and are thus used more commonly in heavier rock styles.

	A well-known bass humbucker is the pickup used on the Music Man series of basses; it has two coils, each with four large polepieces. This style is known as the "MM" pickup for this reason, and many aftermarket pickup manufacturers and custom builders incorporate these pickups in their designs. The most common configurations are a single pickup at the bridge, two pickups similar in placement to a Jazz Bass, or an MM pickup at the bridge with a single-coil pickup (often a "J") at the neck. These pickups can often be "tapped", meaning one of the two coils can be essentially turned off, giving a sound similar to a single-coil pickup.





	
"Soapbar" Pickups are so-named due to their resemblance to a bar of soap and originally referred to the Gibson P-90[image: External link] guitar pickup. The term is also used to describe any pickup with a rectangular shape (no protruding screw mounting "ears" like on P, J or MM pickups) and no visible pole pieces. Most of the pickups falling into this category are humbucking, though a few single-coil soapbar designs exist. They are commonly found in basses designed for the rock and metal genres, such as Gibson[image: External link], ESP Guitars[image: External link], and Schecter[image: External link], however they are also found on 5- and 6-string basses made popular by jazz and fusion music, such as Yamaha's TRB and various Peavey model lines. 'Soapbar pickups' are also called 'extended housing pickups', because the rectangular shape is achieved simply by making the pickup cover longer and/or wider than it would have to be to only cover the pickup coils, and then the mounting holes are recessed inside these wider dimensions of the housing.



Many basses have just one pickup, typically a "P" or "MM" pickup, though single soapbars are not unheard of. Multiple pickups are also quite common, two of the most common configurations being two "J" pickups (as on the stock Fender Jazz), or a "P" near the neck and a "J" near the bridge (e.g., Fender Precision Bass Special, Fender Precision Bass Plus). A two-"soapbar" configuration is also very common, especially on basses by makes such as Ibanez[image: External link] and Yamaha[image: External link]. A combination of a J or other single-coil pickup at the neck and a Music Man-style humbucker in the bridge has become popular among boutique builders, giving a very bright, focused tone that is good for jazz, funk and thumbstyle.

Some basses use more unusual pickup configurations, such as a soapbar and a "P" pickup (found on some Fenders), Stu Hamm[image: External link]'s "Urge" basses, which have a "P" pickup sandwiched between two "J" pickups, and some of Bootsy Collins[image: External link]' custom basses, which had as many as 5 J pickups. Another unusual pickup configuration is found on some of the custom basses that Billy Sheehan[image: External link] uses, in which there is one humbucker at the neck and a split-coil pickup at the middle position.

The placement of the pickup greatly affects the sound. A pickup near the neck joint emphasizes the fundamental and low-order harmonics and thus produces a deeper, bassier sound, while a pickup near the bridge emphasizes higher-order harmonics and makes a "tighter" or "sharper" sound. Usually basses with multiple pickups allow blending of the output from the pickups, with electrical and acoustical interactions between the two pickups (such as partial phase cancellations) allowing a range of tonal effects.
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 Non-magnetic pickups




The use of non-magnetic pickups allows bassists to use non-ferrous strings such as nylon, brass, polyurethane and silicone rubber[image: External link]. These materials produce different tones and, in the case of the polyurethane or silicone rubber strings, allow much shorter scale lengths.


	
Piezoelectric[image: External link] pickups (also called "piezo" pickups) are non-magnetic pickups that use a transducer[image: External link] to convert vibrations in the instrument's body or bridge into an electrical signal. They are typically mounted under the bridge saddle or near the bridge and produce a different tone from magnetic pickups, often similar to that of an acoustic bass. Piezo pickups are often used in acoustic bass guitars to allow for amplification without a microphone.

	
Optical pickups[image: External link] are another type of non-magnetic pickup. They use an infrared LED[image: External link] to optically track the movement of the string, similar to the mechanism of modern computer mice, which allows them to reproduce low-frequency tones at high volumes without the "hum" or excessive resonance associated with conventional magnetic pickups. Since optical pickups do not pick up high frequencies or percussive sounds well, they are commonly paired with piezoelectric pickups to fill in the missing frequencies. LightWave Systems builds basses with optical pickups.
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 Amplification and effects




Main article: Bass instrument amplification[image: External link]


Like the electric guitar[image: External link], the electric bass guitar is almost always connected to an amplifier and a speaker[image: External link] with a patch cord[image: External link] for live performances. Electric bassists use either a "combo" amplifier, which combines an amplifier and a speaker in a single cabinet, or an amplifier and one or more speaker cabinets (typically stacked, with the amplifier sitting on the speaker cabinets, leading to the term "half-stack" for one cabinet setups and "full stack" for two).

In most genres, a "clean" bass tone (without any amplifier-induced "overdrive" or "distortion") is desirable, and so while guitarists often prefer the more desirable distorted tones of tube-transistor amplifiers, bassists commonly use solid-state amplifier circuitry to achieve the necessary high output wattages with less weight than tubes (though smaller tubes can often still be found in the low-power "preamplifier" sections of the system, where they provide a warmer, smoother character to the bass tone for relatively little additional weight). A few all-tube bass amplifiers are still available, notably from the Ampeg[image: External link] brand.

In some cases, when the bass is used with large-scale PA[image: External link] amplification, it is plugged into a "DI"[image: External link] or direct box, which routes the signal to the bass amp while also sending the signal directly into a mixing console[image: External link], and thence to the main and monitor speakers. When a recording of bass is being made, engineers may use a microphone set up in front of the amplifier's speaker cabinet for the amplified signal, a direct box signal that feeds the recording console, or a mix of both.

Various electronic bass effects[image: External link] such as preamplifiers[image: External link], "stomp box"-style pedals and signal[image: External link] processors and the configuration of the amplifier[image: External link] and speaker[image: External link] can be used to alter the basic sound of the instrument. In the 1990s and early 2000s (decade), signal processors such as equalizers[image: External link], overdrive[image: External link] devices (sometimes referred to as "fuzz bass[image: External link]"[44]), and compressors[image: External link] or limiters[image: External link] became increasingly popular. Modulation effects like chorus, flanging, phase shifting, and time effects such as delay and looping are less commonly used with bass than with electric guitar, but they are used in some styles of music.
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 Playing techniques
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 Sitting or standing




Most bass players stand while playing, using a strap over the shoulder to hold the instrument, although sitting is also accepted, particularly in large ensemble settings, such as jazz big bands[image: External link] or in acoustic genres such as folk music[image: External link]. Some bassists, such as Jah Wobble[image: External link], alternate between standing or seated playing. It is a matter of the player's preference as to which position gives the greatest ease of playing and what a bandleader[image: External link] expects. When sitting, right-handed players can balance the instrument on the right thigh or like classical guitar players, the left. When sitting, no strap is required. Balancing the bass on the left thigh usually positions it in such a way that it mimics the standing position, allowing for less difference between the standing and sitting positions. Balancing the bass on the right thigh provides better access to the neck and fretboard in its entirety, especially the lower-pitched frets.
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 Performing techniques




In contrast to the upright bass (or double bass), the electric bass guitar is played horizontally across the body, like an electric guitar. When the strings are plucked with the fingers ( pizzicato[image: External link]), the index and middle fingers (and sometimes the thumb, ring, and little fingers as well) are used. James Jamerson[image: External link], an influential bassist from the Motown[image: External link] era, played intricate bass lines using only his index finger, which he called "The Hook." There are also variations in how a bassist chooses to rest the right-hand thumb (or left thumb in the case of left-handed players). A player may rest his or her thumb on the top edge of one of the pickups or on the side of the fretboard, which is especially common among bassists who have an upright bass influence. Some bassists anchor their thumbs on the lowest string and move it off to play on the low string. Alternatively, the thumb can be rested loosely on the strings to mute the unused strings.

The string can be plucked at any point between the bridge and the point where the fretting hand is holding down the string; different timbres[image: External link] are produced depending on where along the string it is plucked. When plucked closer to the bridge, the string's harmonics are more pronounced, giving a brighter tone. Closer to the middle of the string, these harmonics are less pronounced, giving a more mellow tone.

Bassists trying to emulate the sound of a double bass sometimes pluck the strings with their thumb and use palm-muting[image: External link] to create a short, "thumpy" tone. The late Monk Montgomery[image: External link] (who played in Lionel Hampton's band) and Bruce Palmer[image: External link] (who performed with Buffalo Springfield[image: External link]) use thumb downstrokes. The use of the thumb was acknowledged by early Fender models, which came with a "thumbrest" or "Tug Bar" attached to the pickguard below the strings. Contrary to its name, this was not used to rest the thumb, but to provide leverage while using the thumb to pluck the strings. The thumbrest was moved above the strings in 1970s models (as a true thumbrest) and eliminated in the 1980s.
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 "Slap and pop"




Main article: Slapping (music)[image: External link]


The slap and pop[image: External link] method, or "thumbstyle", most associated with funk[image: External link], uses tones and percussive sounds achieved by striking, thumping, or "slapping" a string with the thumb and snapping (or "popping") a string or strings with the index or middle fingers. Bassists often interpolate left hand-muted "dead notes[image: External link]" between the slaps and pops to achieve a rapid percussive effect, and after a note is slapped or popped, the fretting hand may cause other notes to sound by using "hammer ons[image: External link]", "pull offs[image: External link]", or a left-hand glissando[image: External link] (slide). Larry Graham[image: External link] of Sly and the Family Stone[image: External link] and Graham Central Station[image: External link] was an early innovator of the slap style, and Louis Johnson[image: External link] of The Brothers Johnson[image: External link] is also credited as an early slap bass player.

Slap and pop style is also used by many bassists in other genres, such as rock (e.g., J J Burnel[image: External link] and Les Claypool[image: External link]), metal (e.g., Eric Langlois[image: External link], Martin Mendez[image: External link], Fieldy[image: External link] and Ryan Martinie[image: External link]), and fusion (e.g., Marcus Miller[image: External link], Victor Wooten[image: External link] and Alain Caron[image: External link]). Slap style playing was popularized throughout the 1980s and early 1990s by pop bass players such as Mark King[image: External link] (from Level 42[image: External link]) and rock bassists such as with Pino Palladino[image: External link] (currently a member of the John Mayer Trio[image: External link] and bassist for The Who[image: External link]),[45] Flea[image: External link] (from the Red Hot Chili Peppers[image: External link]) and Alex Katunich[image: External link] (from Incubus[image: External link]). Spank bass[image: External link] developed from the slap and pop style and treats the electric bass as a percussion instrument, striking the strings above the pickups with an open palmed hand. Wooten popularized the "double thump," in which the string is slapped twice, on the upstroke and a downstroke (for more information, see Classical Thump[image: External link]). A rarely used playing technique related to slapping is the use of wooden dowel[image: External link] "funk fingers[image: External link]", an approach popularized by Tony Levin[image: External link].
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 Picking techniques




The pick[image: External link] (or plectrum[image: External link]) is used to obtain a more articulate attack, for speed, or just personal preference. Although the use of a pick is primarily associated with rock[image: External link] and punk rock[image: External link], picks are also used in other styles. Jazz bassist Steve Swallow[image: External link] often plays with a pick,[citation needed[image: External link]] while Pink Floyd[image: External link] bassist Roger Waters[image: External link] uses one for a heavier tone. Mike Gordon[image: External link] of Phish[image: External link] uses a pick while also incorporating slapping techniques into his playing. Picks can be used with alternating downstrokes and upstrokes, or with all downstrokes for a more consistent attack. The pick is usually held with the index and thumb, with the up-and-down plucking motion supplied by the wrist.

There are many varieties of picks available, but due to the thicker, heavier strings of the electric bass, bassists tend to use heavier picks than those used for electric guitar, typically ranging from 1.14 mm–3.00 mm (3.00 is unusual). Different materials are used for picks, including plastic, nylon, rubber, and felt, all of which produce different tones. Felt and rubber picks are used to emulate a fingerstyle tone.
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 Palm-muting techniques




Palm-muting is a widely used bass technique. The outer edge of the palm of the picking hand is rested on the bridge while picking, and "mutes" the strings, shortening the sustain time. The harder the palm presses, or the more string area that is contacted by the palm, the shorter the string's sustain. The sustain of the picked note can be varied for each note or phrase. The shorter sustain of a muted note on an electric bass can be used to imitate the shorter sustain and character of an upright bass. Palm-muting is commonly done while using a pick, but can also be done without a pick, as when doing down-strokes with the thumb.

One prominent example of the pick/palm-muting combination is Paul McCartney[image: External link], who has consistently used this technique for decades. Sting[image: External link] also uses palm-muting; but often does so without a pick, using the thumb and first finger to pluck.
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 Fretting techniques




The fretting hand, the left hand for right-handed bass players and the right hand for left-handed bass players, is used to press down the strings to play different notes and shape the tone or timbre of a plucked or picked note. The fundamental technique used in the fretting hand is known as "a finger per fret", where each finger in the fretting hand plays one fret in a given position. Also, the double bass technique can be used for fretting. This technique involves the use of four fingers in the space of three frets, especially in the lower positions. When considering the spacing between notes, this is a comfortable distance for the average person's hand size. The main advantage of the "four fingers in three frets" technique is less tendon strain, leading to a diminished likelihood of Repetitive Strain Injury[image: External link] (RSI).[46] The "four-in-three" technique is demonstrated in the image below (A bassist performing tapping).

The fretting hand can be used to change a sounded note, either by fully muting it after it is plucked or picked to shorten its duration or by partially muting it near the bridge to reduce the volume of the note, or make the note die away faster. The fretting hand is often used to mute strings that are not being played and stop the sympathetic vibrations, particularly when the player wants a "dry" or "focused" sound. On the other hand, the sympathetic resonance of harmonically related strings may be desired for some songs, such as ballads. In these cases, a bassist can fret harmonically related notes. For example, while fretting a sustained "F" (on the third fret of the "D" string), underneath an F major chord being played by a piano player, a bassist might hold down the "C" and low "F" below this note so their harmonics sound sympathetically.

The fretting hand can add vibrato[image: External link] to a plucked or picked note, either a gentle, narrow vibrato or a more exaggerated, wide vibrato with bigger pitch variations. For fretted basses, vibrato is always an alternation between the pitch of the note and a slightly higher pitch. For fretless basses, the player can use this style of vibrato, or they can alternate between the note and a slightly lower pitch, as is done with the double bass[image: External link] and on other unfretted stringed instruments[image: External link]. While vibrato is mostly done on "stopped" notes[image: External link]—that is, notes that are pressed down on the fingerboard—open strings can also be vibratoed by pressing down on the string behind the nut. As well, the fretting hand can be used to "bend" a plucked or picked note up in pitch, by pushing or pulling the string so that the note sounds at a higher pitch. To create the opposite effect, a "bend down", the string is pushed to a higher pitch before being plucked or picked and then allowed to fall to the lower, regular pitch after it is sounded. Though rare, some bassists may use a tremolo bar[image: External link]-equipped bass to produce the same effect.

In addition to pressing down one note at a time, bassists can also press down several notes at one time with their fretting hand to perform a double stop[image: External link] (two notes at once) or a chord. While double stops and chords are used less often by bassists than by electric guitarists playing rhythm guitar[image: External link], a variety of double stops and chords can be performed on the electric bass. Some double stops used by bassists include octaves[image: External link]. Chords can be especially with effective on instruments with higher ranges such as six-string basses. Another variation to fully pressing down a string is to gently graze the string with the finger at the harmonic[image: External link] node points on the string, which creates chime-like upper partials (also called "overtones"). Glissando[image: External link] is an effect in which the fretting hand slides up or down the neck, which can be used to create a slide in pitch up or down. A subtle glissando can be performed by moving the fretting hand without plucking or picking the string; for a more pronounced effect, the string is plucked or picked first, or, in a metal or hardcore punk[image: External link] context, a pick may be scraped along the sides of the lower strings.

The fretting hand can also be used to sound notes, either by plucking an open string[image: External link] with the fretting hand, or, in the case of a string that has already been plucked or picked, by "hammering on"[image: External link] a higher pitch or "pulling off"[image: External link] a finger to pluck a lower fretted or open stringed note. Jazz bassists use a subtle form of fretting hand pizzicato by plucking a very brief open string grace note[image: External link] with the fretting hand right before playing the string with the plucking hand. When a string is rapidly hammered on, the note can be prolonged into a trill[image: External link].
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 Two-handed tapping




In the two-handed tapping[image: External link] styles, bassists use both hands to play notes on the fretboard by rapidly pressing and holding the string to the fret. Instead of plucking or picking the string to create a sound, in this technique, the action of striking the string against the fret or the fretboard creates the sound. Since two hands can be used to play on the fretboard, this makes it possible to play interweaving contrapuntal[image: External link] lines, to simultaneously play a bass line and a simple chord, or play chords[image: External link] and arpeggios. Bassist John Entwistle[image: External link] of The Who[image: External link] tapped percussively on the strings, causing them to strike the fretboard with a twangy sound to create drum-style fills[image: External link].[citation needed[image: External link]] Players noted for this technique include Cliff Burton[image: External link], Billy Sheehan[image: External link], Stuart Hamm[image: External link], John Myung[image: External link], Victor Wooten[image: External link], Les Claypool[image: External link], Mark King[image: External link], and Michael Manring[image: External link]. The Chapman Stick[image: External link] and Warr Guitars[image: External link] are string instruments specifically designed to be played using two-handed tapping.
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 Strumming




Strumming[image: External link], usually with finger nails, is a common technique on acoustic guitar[image: External link], but it is not a commonly used technique for bass. However, a notable example is Stanley Clarke's[image: External link] bass playing on the introduction to "School Days", on the album of the same name[image: External link].[47]
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 Uses





[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Popular and traditional music




Popular music[image: External link] bands and rock groups use the bass guitar as a member of the rhythm section[image: External link], which provides the chord[image: External link] sequence or " progression[image: External link]" and sets out the " beat[image: External link]" for the song. The rhythm section typically consists of a rhythm guitarist[image: External link] or electric keyboard[image: External link] player, or both, a bass guitarist and a drummer[image: External link]; larger groups may add additional guitarists, keyboardists, or percussionists.

Bassists often play a bass line composed by an arranger[image: External link], songwriter[image: External link] or composer[image: External link] of a song—or, in the case of a cover song[image: External link], the bass line from the original. In other bands—e.g., jazz-rock bands that play from lead sheets[image: External link] and country bands using the Nashville number system[image: External link]—bassists are expected to improvise or prepare their own part to fit the song's chord progression and rhythmic style.

Types of bass lines vary widely, depending on musical style. However, the bass guitarist generally fulfills a similar role: anchoring the harmonic framework (often by emphasizing the roots of the chord progression) and laying down the beat in collaboration with the drummer and other rhythm section[image: External link] instruments. The importance of the bass guitarist and the bass line varies in different styles of music. In some pop styles, such as 1980s-era pop and musical theater, the bass sometimes plays a relatively simple part as the music emphasizes vocals and melody instruments. In contrast, in reggae[image: External link], funk, or hip-hop, entire songs may center on the bass groove, and the bass line is usually prominent in the mix.

In traditional music such as country music[image: External link], folk rock, and related styles, the bass often plays the roots and fifth (typically the fifth below the root) of each chord in alternation. In these styles, bassists often use scalar "walkups" or "walkdowns" when there is a chord change. In Chicago blues[image: External link], the electric bass often performs a walking bassline[image: External link] made up of scales and arpeggios. In blues rock[image: External link] bands, the bassist often plays blues scale[image: External link]-based riffs and chugging boogie[image: External link]-style lines. In metal[image: External link], the bass guitar may perform complex riffs[image: External link] along with the rhythm guitarist or play a low, rumbling pedal point[image: External link] to anchor the group's sound.

The bass guitarist sometimes breaks out of the strict rhythm section role to perform bass breaks[image: External link] or bass solos. The types of bass lines used for bass breaks or bass solos vary by style. In a rock band, a bass break may consist of the bassist playing a riff[image: External link] or lick[image: External link] during a pause in the song. In some styles of metal, a bass break may consist of "shred guitar[image: External link]"-style tapping[image: External link] on the bass. In a funk[image: External link] or funk rock band, a bass solo may showcase the bassist's percussive slap and pop[image: External link] playing. In genres such as progressive rock[image: External link], art rock[image: External link], or progressive metal[image: External link], the bass guitar player may play melody[image: External link] lines along with the lead guitar[image: External link] (or vocalist) and perform extended guitar solos[image: External link].

Chords are not used that often by electric bass players. However, in some styles, bassists may sound "double stops", such as octaves with open strings and powerchords. In Latin music, double stops with fifths are used.[48] Robert Trujillo[image: External link] of Metallica[image: External link] is known for playing "massive chords" [49] and "chord-based harmonics" [50] on the bass. Lemmy[image: External link] of Motörhead[image: External link] often played power chords[image: External link] in his bass lines.
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 Solos in metal, funk and progressive rock




While bass guitar solos are not common in popular music, some artists, particularly in the heavy metal, funk, and progressive rock genres, do utilize them. In a rock context, bass guitar solos are structured and performed in a similar fashion as rock guitar solos, often with the musical accompaniment from the verse or chorus sections.

Bass solos are performed using a range of different techniques, such as plucking or fingerpicking. In the 1960s, The Who[image: External link]'s bassist, John Entwistle[image: External link], performed a bass break[image: External link] on the song "My Generation[image: External link]" using a plectrum[image: External link]. He originally intended to use his fingers, but could not put his plectrum down quickly enough.[citation needed[image: External link]] This is considered as one of the first bass solos in rock music, and also one of the most recognizable. Led Zeppelin[image: External link]'s "Good Times Bad Times[image: External link]", the first song on their first album[image: External link], contains two brief bass solos, occurring after the song's first and third choruses. Queen[image: External link]'s bassist, John Deacon[image: External link], occasionally played bass solos, such as on the song " Liar[image: External link]". Metallica[image: External link]'s 1983 debut Kill Em All[image: External link] includes the song "(Anesthesia) Pulling Teeth[image: External link]," consisting entirely of a bass solo played by Cliff Burton[image: External link]. John McVie[image: External link] of Fleetwood Mac[image: External link] performed a bass solo on "The Chain[image: External link]" from the 1977 Rumours[image: External link] album.

Manowar[image: External link]'s bassist Joey DeMaio[image: External link] uses special piccolo bass[image: External link] for his extremely fast bass solos like "Sting of the Bumblebee" and "William's Tale". Green Day[image: External link] bassist Mike Dirnt[image: External link] played a bass solo on the song "Welcome To Paradise" from the 1994 album Dookie[image: External link] and on the song "Makeout Party" from the 2012 album ¡Dos![image: External link]. U2[image: External link] includes a bass solo most notably on " Gloria[image: External link]", in which Adam Clayton[image: External link] utilizes several playing techniques. Matt Freeman of Rancid performs a very fast, guitar-like bass solo in the song "Maxwell Murder". Blink-182[image: External link]'s "Voyeur" has a bass solo, which is featured on both their studio album Dude Ranch[image: External link] & their live album The Mark, Tom and Travis Show (The Enema Strikes Back!)[image: External link].

Heavy metal bass players such as Geezer Butler[image: External link] (Black Sabbath[image: External link]), Alex Webster[image: External link] (Cannibal Corpse[image: External link]), Cliff Burton (Metallica), and Les Claypool[image: External link] ( Primus[image: External link], Blind Illusion[image: External link]) have used chime-like harmonics and rapid plucking techniques in their bass solos. Geddy Lee[image: External link] of Rush[image: External link] has made frequent use of bass solos, such as on the instrumental " YYZ[image: External link]". In both published Van Halen[image: External link] concert videos, Michael Anthony[image: External link] performs unique maneuvers and actions during his solos. Funk bassists such as Larry Graham[image: External link] began using slapping and popping techniques for their solos, which coupled a percussive thumb-slapping technique of the lower strings with an aggressive finger-snap of the higher strings, often in rhythmic alternation. The slapping and popping[image: External link] technique incorporates a large number of muted (or 'ghost' tones) to normal notes to add to the rhythmic effect. Slapping and popping solos were prominent in 1980s pop and R&B, and they are still used by some modern funk and Latin bands.

When playing bass solos, rock and metal bassists sometimes use effects[image: External link] such as fuzz bass[image: External link] or a wah-wah pedal[image: External link] to produce a more pronounced sound. Notably, Cliff Burton of Metallica used both effects. Due to the lower range of the bass, bass guitar solos usually have a much lighter accompaniment than solos for other instruments. In some cases, the bass guitar solo is unaccompanied, or accompanied only by the drums.
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 Jazz and jazz fusion




The electric bass is a relative newcomer to the world of jazz[image: External link]. The big bands[image: External link] of the 1930s and 1940s Swing[image: External link] era and the small combos of the 1950s Bebop[image: External link] and Hard Bop[image: External link] movements all used the double bass[image: External link]. The electric bass was introduced in some bands in the 1950s and it became prominent during the late 1960s and early 1970s, when rock influences were blended with jazz to create jazz-rock fusion[image: External link].

The introduction of the electric bass in jazz fusion, as in the rock world, helped bassists play in high-volume stadium concerts with powerful amplifiers, because it is easier to amplify the electric bass than the double bass (the latter is prone to feedback in high-volume settings). The electric bass has both an accompaniment and a soloing role in jazz[image: External link]. In accompaniment, the bassist may perform walking basslines[image: External link] for traditional tunes and jazz standards[image: External link], playing smooth quarter note lines that imitate the double bass. For latin[image: External link] or salsa[image: External link] tunes and rock-infused jazz fusion tunes, the electric bass may play rapid, syncopated rhythmic figures in coordination with the drummer, or lay down a low, heavy groove.

In a jazz setting, the electric bass tends to have a much more expansive solo role than in most popular styles. In most rock settings, the bass guitarist may only have a few short bass breaks or brief solos during a concert. During a jazz concert, a jazz bassist may have a number of lengthy improvised solos, which are called "blowing" in jazz parlance. Whether a jazz bassist is comping (accompanying) or soloing, they usually aim to create a rhythmic drive and "timefeel" that creates a sense of " swing[image: External link]" and " groove[image: External link]". For information on notable jazz bassists, see the List of jazz bassists[image: External link] article.
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 Contemporary classical music




Contemporary classical music[image: External link] uses both the standard instruments of Western Art music (piano, violin, double bass, etc.) and newer instruments or sound producing devices, ranging from electrically amplified instruments to tape players and radios.

The electric bass guitar has occasionally been used in contemporary classical music (art music) since the late 1960s. Contemporary composers often obtained unusual sounds or instrumental timbres through the use of non-traditional (or unconventional) instruments or playing techniques. As such, bass guitarists playing contemporary classical music may be instructed to pluck or strum the instrument in unusual ways.

However, contemporary classical composers may also write for the bass guitar in order to utilise its unique sound, and in particular its precise and piercing attack and timbre. For example, Steve Reich[image: External link], explaining his decision to score 2x5[image: External link] for two bass guitars, stated that "[with electric bass guitars] you can have interlocking bass lines, which on an acoustic bass, played pizzicato, would be mud".[51]

American composers using electric bass in the 1960s included experimental classical music composer Christian Wolff[image: External link] (born 1934) (Electric Spring 1, 1966; Electric Spring 2, 1966/70; Electric Spring 3, 1967; and Untitled, 1996); Francis Thorne[image: External link], a student of Paul Hindemith at Yale University (born 1922), who wrote (Liebesrock 1968–69); and Krzysztof Penderecki[image: External link] (Cello Concerto no. 1, 1966/67, rev. 1971/72), The Devils of Loudun[image: External link], 1969; Kosmogonia, 1970; and Partita, 1971), Louis Andriessen[image: External link] (Spektakel, 1970; De Staat, 1972–76; Hoketus, 1976; De Tijd, 1980–81 and De Materie[image: External link], 1984–1988). European composers who began scoring for the bass guitar in the 1960s included Danish composer Pelle Gudmundsen-Holmgreen[image: External link] (born 1932) (Symfoni på Rygmarven, 1966; Rerepriser, 1967; and Piece by Piece, 1968); Irwin Bazelon[image: External link] (Churchill Downs, 1970).

In the 1970s, electric bass was used by the American conductor-composer Leonard Bernstein[image: External link] (1918–1990) for his MASS[image: External link] (1971). American jazz pianist Dave Brubeck[image: External link] used bass guitar for his 1971 piece Truth Has Fallen. Russian[image: External link] and Soviet[image: External link] composer Alfred Schnittke[image: External link] used the instrument for his Symphony no. 1, 1972. In 1977, David Amram[image: External link] (born 1930) scored for electric bass in En memoria de Chano Pozo. Amram is an American composer known for his eclectic use of jazz, ethnic and folk music.

In the 1980s (and in following decades), electric bass was used in works by Hans Werner Henze[image: External link] (El Rey de Harlem, 1980; and Il ritorno d'Ulisse in patria, 1981), Harold Shapero[image: External link], On Green Mountain (Chaconne after Monteverdi), 1957, orchestrated 1981; Schnittke's[image: External link] Symphony no. 3[image: External link] (1981); Steve Reich[image: External link]'s Electric Counterpoint[image: External link] (1987) and 2x5[image: External link] (2008), Wolfgang Rihm[image: External link] (Die Eroberung von Mexico, 1987–91), Arvo Pärt[image: External link] (Miserere, 1989/92), Steve Martland[image: External link] (Dance works, 1993; and Horses of Instruction, 1994), Sofia Gubaidulina[image: External link] (Aus dem Stundenbuch, 1991), Giya Kancheli[image: External link] (Wingless, 1993), John Adams[image: External link] (I Was Looking at the Ceiling and Then I Saw the Sky[image: External link], 1995; and Scratchband, 1996/97), Michael Nyman[image: External link] (various works for the Michael Nyman Band[image: External link]), Mark-Anthony Turnage[image: External link] (Blood on the Floor, 1993–1996), numerous works by Art Jarvinen[image: External link].[52]
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 Pedagogy and training




The pedagogy and training for the electric bass varies widely by genre and country. Rock and pop bass has a history of pedagogy dating back to the 1950s and 1960s, when method books were developed to help students learn the instrument. One notable method book was Carol Kaye[image: External link]'s How to Play the Electric Bass.

In the jazz scene, since the bass guitar takes on much of the same role as the double bass—laying down the rhythm, and outlining the harmonic foundation—electric bass players have long used both bass guitar methods and jazz double bass method books. The use of jazz double bass method books by electric bass players in jazz is facilitated in that jazz methods tend to emphasize improvisation techniques (e.g., how to improvise walking basslines[image: External link]) and rhythmic exercises rather than specific ways of holding or plucking the instrument.
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 Formal training




Of all of the genres, jazz and the mainstream commercial genres (rock, R&B, etc.) have the most established and comprehensive systems of instruction and training for electric bass. In the jazz scene, teens can begin taking private lessons on the instrument and performing in amateur big bands at high schools or run by the community. Young adults who aspire to becoming professional jazz bassists or studio rock bassists can continue their studies in a variety of formal training settings, including colleges and some universities.

Several colleges offer electric bass training in the US. The Bass Institute of Technology (BIT) in Los Angeles was founded in 1978, as part of the Musician's Institute. Chuck Rainey[image: External link] (electric bassist for Aretha Franklin[image: External link] and Marvin Gaye[image: External link]) was BIT's first director. BIT was one of the earliest professional training program for electric bassists. The program teaches a range of modern styles, including funk, rock, jazz, Latin, and R&B.

The Berklee College of Music[image: External link] in Boston offers training for electric bass players. Electric bass students get private lessons and there is a choice of over 270 ensembles to play in. Specific electric bass courses include funk/fusion styles for bass; slap techniques for electric bass; fingerstyle R&B; five- and six-string electric bass playing (including performing chords); and how to read bass sheet music.[53] Berklee College alumni include Jeff Andrews[image: External link], Victor Bailey[image: External link], Jeff Berlin[image: External link], Michael Manring[image: External link], and Neil Stubenhaus[image: External link].[53] The Bass Department has two rooms with bass amps for classes and ten private lesson studios equipped with audio recording gear. Berklee offers instruction for the four-, five-, and six-string electric bass, the fretless bass, and double bass. "Students learn concepts in Latin, funk, Motown, and hip-hop, ... jazz, rock, and fusion."[53]

In Canada, the Humber College[image: External link] Institute of Technology & Advanced Learning offers an Advanced Diploma (a three-year program) in jazz and commercial music. The program accepts performers who play bass, guitar, keyboard, drums, melody instruments (e.g., saxophone, flute, violin) and who sing. Students get private lessons and perform in 40 student ensembles.[54]

Although there are far fewer university programs that offer electric bass instruction in jazz and popular music, some universities offer bachelor's degrees ( B.Mus.[image: External link]) and Master of Music ( M.Mus.[image: External link]) degrees in jazz performance or "commercial music", where electric bass can be the main instrument. In the US, the Manhattan School of Music[image: External link] has a jazz program leading to B.Mus. and M.Mus degrees that accepts students who play bass (double bass and electric bass), guitar, piano, drums, and melody instruments (e.g., saxophone, trumpet, etc.).

In the Australian state of Victoria, the Victorian Curriculum and Assessment Authority has set out minimum standards for its electric bass students doing their end-of-year Solo performance recital. To graduate, students must perform pieces and songs from a set list that includes Baroque suite movements that were originally written for cello, 1960s Motown tunes, 1970s fusion jazz solos, and 1980s slap bass tunes. A typical program may include a Prelude by J.S. Bach[image: External link]; "Portrait of Tracy" by Jaco Pastorius[image: External link]; " Twisted[image: External link]" by Wardell Gray[image: External link] and Annie Ross[image: External link]; "What's Going On" by James Jamerson[image: External link]; and the funky Disco hit "Le Freak[image: External link]" by Chic.[55]

In addition to college and university diplomas and degrees, there are a variety of other training programs such as jazz or funk summer camps and festivals, which give students the opportunity to play a wide range of contemporary music, from 1970s-style jazz-rock fusion to 2000s-style R&B.
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 Informal training




In other less mainstream genres, such as hardcore punk or metal, the pedagogical systems and training sequences are typically not formalized and institutionalized. As such, many players learn by ear, by copying bass lines from records and CDs, and by playing in a number of bands. Even in non-mainstream styles, though, students may be able to take lessons from experts in these or other styles, adapting learned techniques to their own style. As well, there are a range of books, playing methods, and, since the 1990s, instructional DVDs (e.g., how to play metal bass). In the 2010s, many instructional videos are available online on video-sharing websites such as YouTube[image: External link].
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 See also





	Acoustic bass guitar[image: External link]

	Bass amplifier[image: External link]

	Bass guitar tuning[image: External link]

	Bassist[image: External link]

	
Electric upright bass[image: External link], a smaller, lighter, electrically amplified variant of the double bass

	Guitarrón mexicano[image: External link]

	List of bass guitar manufacturers[image: External link]

	List of bass guitarists[image: External link]

	
Octobass[image: External link], an extremely large and rare bass instrument from the violin family used in orchestras[image: External link].

	Range[image: External link]

	Washtub bass[image: External link]

	Slap bass[image: External link]
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^ Model #736 Electric Bass Fiddle[image: External link] Archived[image: External link] January 27, 2007, at the Wayback Machine[image: External link]. (German text)
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Cello






This article is about the stringed musical instrument. For other uses, see Cello (disambiguation)[image: External link].

The cello (/'tSeloU /[image: External link] CHEL -oh[image: External link]; plural cellos or celli) or violoncello (/,vaIelen'tSeloU /[image: External link] VY-ə-lən-CHEL -oh[image: External link];[1] Italian pronunciation:  [vjolonˈtʃɛllo][image: External link]) is a bowed[image: External link] or plucked[image: External link] string instrument[image: External link] with four strings tuned[image: External link] in perfect fifths[image: External link]. The strings from low to high are generally tuned to C2, G2, D3 and A 3[image: External link], an octave lower than the viola[image: External link]. It is a member of the violin family[image: External link] of musical instruments, which also includes the violin[image: External link] and viola and the double bass[image: External link]. The cello is used as a solo musical instrument[image: External link], as well as in chamber music[image: External link] ensembles (e.g., string quartet[image: External link]), string orchestras[image: External link], as a member of the string section[image: External link] of symphony orchestras[image: External link], and some types of rock bands[image: External link]. It is the second-largest and second lowest (in pitch) bowed[image: External link] string instrument[image: External link] in the modern symphony orchestra, the double bass[image: External link] being the largest and having the lowest (deepest) pitch.

Cellos were derived from other mid- to large-sized bowed instruments in the 16th century, such as the viola da gamba[image: External link], and the generally smaller and squarer viola da braccio[image: External link], and such instruments made by members of the Amati[image: External link] family of luthiers[image: External link]. Cello parts are generally written in the bass clef[image: External link], but both tenor clef[image: External link] and treble clefs[image: External link] are used for higher-range parts, both in orchestral/chamber music parts and in solo cello works. A person who plays the cello is called a cellist or violoncellist. In a small Classical ensemble, such as a string quartet, the cello typically plays the bass part[image: External link], the lowest-pitched musical line of the piece. In orchestra[image: External link], in Baroque era[image: External link] (ca. 1600-1750) and Classical music period[image: External link] (ca. 1725-1800), the cello typically plays the bass part, generally an octave higher than the double basses. In Baroque era music, the cello is used to play the basso continuo[image: External link] bassline, typically along with a keyboard instrument (e.g., pipe organ[image: External link] or harpsichord[image: External link]) or a fretted, plucked stringed instrument (e.g., lute[image: External link] or theorbo[image: External link]). In a Baroque performance, the cello player might be joined by other bass instruments, playing double bass[image: External link], viol[image: External link] or other low-register instruments.



TOP
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 Etymology




The name cello is a contraction of the Italian[image: External link] violoncello,[2] which means "little violone[image: External link]". The violone[image: External link] ("big viol") was the lowest-pitched instrument of the viol[image: External link] family, the group of stringed instruments that went out of fashion around the end of the 17th century in most countries except France, where they survived another half-century before the louder violin[image: External link] family came into greater favour in that country as well. In modern symphony orchestras, it is the second largest stringed instrument (the double bass[image: External link] is the largest). Thus, the name "violoncello" contained both the augmentative[image: External link] "-one" ("big") and the diminutive[image: External link] "-cello" ("little"). By the turn of the 20th century, it had become common to shorten the name to 'cello, with the apostrophe indicating the missing stem.[3] It is now customary to use "cello" without apostrophe as the full designation.[3] Viol is derived from the root viola, which was derived from Medieval Latin[image: External link] vitula, meaning stringed instrument.


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Description




Cellos are tuned in fifths[image: External link], starting with C 2[image: External link] (two octaves[image: External link] below middle C[image: External link]), followed by G2, D3, and then A3. It is tuned in the same intervals as the viola[image: External link], but an octave lower. Unlike the violin[image: External link] or viola[image: External link] but similar to the double bass[image: External link], the cello has an endpin[image: External link] that rests on the floor to support the instrument's weight. The cello is most closely associated with European classical music[image: External link], and has been described as the closest sounding instrument to the human voice.[4] The instrument is a part of the standard orchestra[image: External link], as part of the string section[image: External link], and is the bass voice of the string quartet[image: External link] (although many composers give it a melodic role as well), as well as being part of many other chamber[image: External link] groups. A large number of concertos[image: External link] and sonatas[image: External link] have been written for the cello.

Among the most well-known Baroque[image: External link] works for the cello are Johann Sebastian Bach[image: External link]'s six unaccompanied Suites[image: External link]. The Prelude from the First Suite is particularly famous. From the Classical era[image: External link], the two concertos by Joseph Haydn[image: External link] in C major[image: External link] and D major[image: External link] stand out, as do the five sonatas for cello and pianoforte of Ludwig van Beethoven[image: External link], which span the important three periods of his compositional evolution. Romantic era[image: External link] repertoire includes the Robert Schumann[image: External link] Concerto[image: External link], the Antonín Dvořák[image: External link] Concerto[image: External link] as well as the two sonatas and the Double Concerto[image: External link] by Johannes Brahms[image: External link]. Compositions from the early 20th century include Edward Elgar[image: External link]'s Cello Concerto in E minor[image: External link], Claude Debussy[image: External link]'s Sonata for Cello and Piano[image: External link], and unaccompanied cello sonatas by Zoltán Kodály[image: External link] and Paul Hindemith[image: External link]. The cello's versatility made it popular with composers in the mid- to late-20th century such as Sergei Prokofiev[image: External link], Dmitri Shostakovich[image: External link], Benjamin Britten[image: External link], György Ligeti[image: External link], Witold Lutoslawski[image: External link] and Henri Dutilleux[image: External link], encouraged by soloists who specialized in contemporary music (such as Siegfried Palm[image: External link] and Mstislav Rostropovich[image: External link]) commissioning from and collaborating with composers.

The cello is increasingly common in traditional fiddle music, especially Scottish fiddle music. Well known players include Natalie Haas[image: External link], Mike Block[image: External link] and Liz Davis Maxfield. In the 2010s, the instrument is less common in popular music[image: External link], but was commonly used in 1970s pop and disco[image: External link] music.[citation needed[image: External link]] Today it is still sometimes featured in pop[image: External link] and rock[image: External link] recordings, examples of which are noted later in this article. The cello has also recently appeared in major hip-hop[image: External link] and R & B[image: External link] performances, such as singers Rihanna[image: External link] and Ne-Yo[image: External link]'s performance at the American Music Awards[image: External link].[citation needed[image: External link]] The instrument has also been modified for Indian classical music[image: External link] by Nancy Lesh and Saskia Rao-de Haas[image: External link].[5]


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 History




The direct ancestor to the violoncello was the bass violin[image: External link][citation needed[image: External link]]. Monteverdi referred to the instrument as "basso de viola da braccio" in Orfeo (1607). Although the first bass violin[image: External link], possibly invented as early as 1538, was most likely inspired by the viol, it was created to be used in consort with the violin. The bass violin was actually often referred to as a "violone", or "large viola", as were the viols of the same period. Instruments that share features with both the bass violin and the viola da gamba appear in Italian art of the early 16th century.

The invention of wire-wound strings[image: External link] (fine wire around a thin gut core), around 1660 in Bologna[image: External link], allowed for a finer bass sound than was possible with purely gut strings on such a short body. Bolognese makers exploited this new technology to create the cello, a somewhat smaller instrument suitable for solo repertoire due to both the timbre of the instrument and the fact that the smaller size made it easier to play virtuosic[image: External link] passages[citation needed[image: External link]]. This instrument had disadvantages as well, however. The cello's light sound was not as suitable for church and ensemble playing, so it had to be doubled by organ[image: External link], theorbo[image: External link] or violone[image: External link].

Around 1700, Italian players popularized the cello in northern Europe, although the bass violin (basse de violon) continued to be used for another two decades in France.[citation needed[image: External link]] Many existing bass violins were literally cut down in size to convert them into cellos according to the smaller pattern developed by Stradivarius[image: External link], who also made a number of old pattern large cellos (the 'Servais').[6] The sizes, names, and tunings of the cello varied widely by geography and time.[6] The size was not standardized until around 1750.

Despite similarities to the viola da gamba[image: External link], the cello is actually part of the viola da braccio[image: External link] family, meaning "viol of the arm", which includes, among others, the violin[image: External link] and viola[image: External link]. Though paintings like Bruegel[image: External link]'s "The Rustic Wedding", and Jambe de Fer[image: External link] in his Epitome Musical suggest that the bass violin had alternate playing positions, these were short-lived and the more practical and ergonomic a gamba position eventually replaced them entirely.

Baroque[image: External link] era cellos differed from the modern instrument in several ways. The neck has a different form and angle, which matches the baroque bass-bar and stringing. Modern cellos have an endpin at the bottom to support the instrument (and transmit some of the sound through the floor),[7] while Baroque cellos are held only by the calves of the player. Modern bows curve in and are held at the frog; Baroque bows curve out and are held closer to the bow's point of balance. Modern strings normally have a metal core, although some use a synthetic core; Baroque strings are made of gut[image: External link], with the G and C strings wire-wound. Modern cellos often have fine-tuners connecting the strings to the tailpiece, which make it much easier to tune the instrument, but such pins are rendered ineffective by the flexibility of the gut strings used on Baroque cellos. Overall, the modern instrument has much higher string tension than the Baroque cello,[citation needed[image: External link]] resulting in a louder, more projecting tone, with fewer overtones.

Few educational works specifically devoted to the cello existed before the 18th century, and those that do exist contain little value to the performer beyond simple accounts of instrumental technique. One of the earliest cello manuals is Michel Corrette[image: External link]'s Méthode, thèorique et pratique pour apprendre en peu de temps le violoncelle dans sa perfection (Paris, 1741).[8]
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 Modern use
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 Orchestral




Cellos are part of the standard symphony orchestra[image: External link], which usually includes eight to twelve cello players. The cello section, in standard orchestral seating, is located on stage left (the audience's right) in the front, opposite the first violin section. However, some orchestras and conductors prefer switching the positioning of the viola and cello sections. The principal cellist is the section leader, determining bowings for the section in conjunction with other string principals, playing solos and leading entrances (when the section begins to play its part). Principal players always sit closest to the audience.

The cellos are a critical part of orchestral music; all symphonic works involve the cello section, and many pieces require cello soli or solos. Much of the time, cellos provide part of the low-register harmony for the orchestra. Often, the cello section plays the melody for a brief period, before returning to the harmony role. There are also cello concertos[image: External link], which are orchestral pieces that feature a solo cellist accompanied by an entire orchestra.
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 Solo




There are numerous cello concertos[image: External link] – where a solo cello is accompanied by an orchestra[image: External link] – notably 25 by Vivaldi[image: External link], 12 by Boccherini[image: External link], at least 3 by Haydn[image: External link], 3 by C. P. E. Bach[image: External link], 2 by Saint-Saëns[image: External link], 2 by Dvořák[image: External link], and one each by Schumann[image: External link], Lalo[image: External link], and Elgar[image: External link]. There were also some cellists who, while not otherwise composers, did write cello-specific repertoire, such as Nikolaus Kraft[image: External link] who wrote six cello concertos. Beethoven[image: External link]'s Triple Concerto[image: External link] for Cello, Violin and Piano and Brahms[image: External link]' Double Concerto[image: External link] for Cello and Violin are also part of the concertante repertoire although in both cases the cello shares solo duties with at least one other instrument. Moreover, several composers wrote large-scale pieces for cello and orchestra, which are concertos in all but name. Some familiar "concertos" are Richard Strauss[image: External link]' tone poem[image: External link] Don Quixote[image: External link], Tchaikovsky[image: External link]'s Variations on a Rococo Theme[image: External link], Bloch[image: External link]'s Schelomo[image: External link] and Bruch[image: External link]'s Kol Nidrei[image: External link].

In the 20th century, the cello repertoire grew immensely. This was partly due to the influence of virtuoso cellist Mstislav Rostropovich[image: External link] who inspired, commissioned and premiered dozens of new works. Among these, Prokofiev[image: External link]'s Symphony-Concerto[image: External link], Britten[image: External link]'s Cello Symphony[image: External link], the concertos of Shostakovich[image: External link] and Lutosławski[image: External link] as well as Dutilleux[image: External link]'s Tout un monde lointain...[image: External link] have already become part of the standard repertoire. Other major composers who wrote concertante works for him include Messiaen[image: External link], Jolivet[image: External link], Berio[image: External link] and Penderecki[image: External link]. In addition, Arnold[image: External link], Barber[image: External link], Glass[image: External link], Hindemith[image: External link], Honegger[image: External link], Ligeti[image: External link], Myaskovsky[image: External link], Penderecki[image: External link], Rodrigo[image: External link], Villa-Lobos[image: External link] and Walton[image: External link] also wrote major concertos[image: External link] for other cellists, notably for Gaspar Cassadó[image: External link], Gregor Piatigorsky[image: External link], Siegfried Palm[image: External link] and Julian Lloyd Webber[image: External link].

There are also many sonatas[image: External link] for cello and piano[image: External link]. Those written by Beethoven[image: External link], Mendelssohn[image: External link], Chopin[image: External link], Brahms[image: External link], Grieg[image: External link], Rachmaninoff[image: External link], Debussy[image: External link], Fauré[image: External link], Shostakovich[image: External link], Prokofiev[image: External link], Poulenc[image: External link], Carter[image: External link], and Britten[image: External link] are particularly well known.

Other important pieces for cello and piano include Schumann[image: External link]'s five Stücke im Volkston and transcriptions like Schubert[image: External link]'s Arpeggione Sonata[image: External link] (originally for arpeggione[image: External link] and piano), César Franck[image: External link]'s Cello Sonata[image: External link] (originally a violin sonata, transcribed by Jules Delsart[image: External link] with the composer's approval), Stravinsky[image: External link]'s Suite italienne[image: External link] (transcribed by the composer – with Gregor Piatigorsky[image: External link] – from his ballet Pulcinella) and Bartók[image: External link]'s first rhapsody (also transcribed by the composer, originally for violin and piano).

There are pieces for cello solo[image: External link], J. S. Bach[image: External link]'s six Suites for Cello[image: External link] (which are among the best-known solo cello pieces), Kodály[image: External link]'s Sonata for Solo Cello[image: External link] and Britten's three Cello Suites[image: External link]. Other notable examples include Hindemith[image: External link]'s and Ysaÿe[image: External link]'s Sonatas for Solo Cello, Dutilleux's Trois Strophes sur le Nom de Sacher, Berio's Les Mots Sont Allés, Cassadó[image: External link]'s Suite for Solo Cello, Ligeti[image: External link]'s Solo Sonata[image: External link], Carter's two Figments and Xenakis[image: External link]' Nomos Alpha[image: External link] and Kottos.
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 Quartets and other ensembles




The cello is a member of the traditional string quartet[image: External link] as well as string quintets[image: External link], sextet[image: External link] or trios[image: External link] and other mixed ensembles. There are also pieces written for two, three, four or more cellos; this type of ensemble is also called a "cello choir" and its sound is familiar from the introduction to Rossini[image: External link]'s William Tell Overture[image: External link] as well as Zaccharia's prayer scene in Verdi[image: External link]'s Nabucco[image: External link]. Tchaikovsky[image: External link]'s 1812 Overture[image: External link] also starts with a cello ensemble, with four cellos playing the top lines and two violas playing the bass lines. As a self-sufficient ensemble, its most famous repertoire is Villa-Lobos[image: External link]' first of his Bachianas Brasileiras[image: External link] for cello ensemble (the fifth is for soprano and 8 cellos). Other examples are Offenbach[image: External link]'s cello duets, quartet, and sextet, Pärt[image: External link]'s Fratres[image: External link] for 8 cellos and Boulez[image: External link]' Messagesquisse for 7 cellos, or even Villa-Lobos' rarely played Fantasia Concertante (1958) for 32 cellos. The 12 cellists of the Berlin Philharmonic Orchestra[image: External link] (or "the Twelve" as they have since taken to being called) specialize in this repertoire and have commissioned many works, including arrangements of well-known popular songs.
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 Popular music, jazz, world music and neoclassical




The cello is less common in popular music[image: External link] than in classical music. Several bands feature a cello in their standard line-up, e.g. Joe Kwon of The Avett Brothers[image: External link]. The more common use in pop[image: External link] and rock[image: External link] is to bring the instrument in for a particular song. In the 1960s, artists such as the Beatles[image: External link] and Cher[image: External link] used the cello in popular music, in songs such as The Beatles' " Yesterday[image: External link]", "Eleanor Rigby[image: External link]" and "Strawberry Fields Forever[image: External link]", and Cher's "Bang Bang (My Baby Shot Me Down)[image: External link]". "Good Vibrations[image: External link]" by the Beach Boys[image: External link] includes the cello in its instrumental ensemble, which includes a number of instruments unusual for this sort of music. Bass guitarist Jack Bruce[image: External link], who had originally studied music on a performance scholarship for cello, played a prominent cello part in "As You Said" on Cream[image: External link]'s Wheels of Fire[image: External link] studio album (1968). In the 1970s, the Electric Light Orchestra[image: External link] enjoyed great commercial success taking inspiration from so-called "Beatlesque" arrangements, adding the cello (and violin) to the standard rock combo line-up and in 1978 the UK based rock band, Colosseum II[image: External link], collaborated with cellist Julian Lloyd Webber on the recording Variations[image: External link]. Most notably, Pink Floyd[image: External link] included a cello solo in their 1970 epic instrumental "Atom Heart Mother[image: External link]". Bass guitarist Mike Rutherford[image: External link] of Genesis[image: External link] was originally a cellist and included some cello parts in their Foxtrot[image: External link] album.

Established non-traditional cello groups include Apocalyptica[image: External link], a group of Finnish cellists best known for their versions of Metallica[image: External link] songs, Rasputina[image: External link], a group of cellists committed to an intricate cello style intermingled with Gothic music, the Massive Violins[image: External link], an ensemble of seven singing cellists known for their arrangements of rock, pop and classical hits, Von Cello, a cello fronted rock power trio, Break of Reality[image: External link] who mix elements of classical music with the more modern rock and metal genre, Cello Fury[image: External link], a cello rock band that performs original rock/classical crossover music, and Jelloslave, a Minneapolis-based Cello duo with two percussionists. These groups are examples of a style that has become known as cello rock[image: External link]. The crossover string quartet bond[image: External link] also includes a cellist. Silenzium and Cellissimo Quartet are Russian[image: External link] (Novosibirsk) groups playing rock and metal and having more and more popularity in Siberia[image: External link]. Cold Fairyland[image: External link] from Shanghai[image: External link], China[image: External link] is using a cello along a Pipa[image: External link] as the main solo instrument to create East meets West progressive (folk) rock.

More recent bands using the cello are Aerosmith[image: External link], The Auteurs[image: External link], Nirvana[image: External link], Oasis[image: External link], Murder by Death[image: External link], Cursive[image: External link], Clean Bandit[image: External link], A Genuine Freakshow[image: External link], Ra Ra Riot[image: External link], Smashing Pumpkins[image: External link], James[image: External link], Talk Talk[image: External link], Phillip Phillips[image: External link], OneRepublic[image: External link], and the baroque rock[image: External link] band Arcade Fire[image: External link]. An Atlanta-based trio, King Richard's Sunday Best, also uses a cellist in their lineup. So-called "chamber pop" artists like Kronos Quartet[image: External link], The Vitamin String Quartet and Margot and the Nuclear So and So's have also recently made cello common in modern alternative rock. Heavy metal band System of a Down[image: External link] has also made use of the cello's rich sound. The indie rock band The Stiletto Formal[image: External link] are known for using a cello as a major staple of their sound, similarly, the indie rock band Canada[image: External link] employs two cello players in their lineup. The orch-rock group, The Polyphonic Spree[image: External link], which has pioneered the use of stringed and symphonic instruments, employs the cello in very creative ways for many of their " psychedelic[image: External link]-esque" melodies. The first wave screamo[image: External link] band I Would Set Myself On Fire For You featured a cello as well as a viola to create a more folk[image: External link]-oriented sound. The band, Panic! at the Disco[image: External link] uses a cello in their song, "Build God, Then We'll Talk". The lead vocalist of the band, Brendon Urie[image: External link], also did the recording of the cello solo.

In jazz[image: External link], bassists Oscar Pettiford[image: External link] and Harry Babasin[image: External link] were among the first to use the cello as a solo instrument; both tuned their instrument in fourths, an octave above the double bass. Fred Katz[image: External link] (who was not a bassist) was one of the first notable jazz cellists to use the instrument's standard tuning and arco technique. Contemporary jazz cellists include Abdul Wadud[image: External link], Diedre Murray[image: External link], Ron Carter[image: External link], Dave Holland[image: External link], David Darling[image: External link], Lucio Amanti[image: External link], Akua Dixon, Ernst Reijseger[image: External link], Fred Lonberg-Holm[image: External link], Tom Cora[image: External link], Vincent Courtois, John O'Keefe, Stephan Braun, Jean-Charles Capon, Erik Friedlander[image: External link], Enrico Guerzoni and James Hinkley of jazz combo Billet-Deux. Modern musical theatre pieces like Jason Robert Brown's The Last Five Years[image: External link], Duncan Sheik's Spring Awakening[image: External link], Adam Guettel's Floyd Collins[image: External link], and Ricky Ian Gordon's My Life with Albertine[image: External link] use small string ensembles (including solo cellos) to a prominent extent.

In Indian Classical music Saskia Rao-de Haas[image: External link] is a well established soloist as well as playing duets with her sitarist husband Pt. Shubhendra Rao[image: External link]. Other cellists performing Indian classical music are: Nancy Lesh (Dhrupad) and Anup Biswas. Both Rao and Lesh play the cello sitting cross-legged on the floor.

The cello can also be used in bluegrass[image: External link] and folk music[image: External link], with notable players including Ben Sollee[image: External link] of the Sparrow Quartet[image: External link] and the "Cajun cellist" Sean Grissom, as well as Vyvienne Long[image: External link] who, in addition to her own projects, has played for those of Damien Rice[image: External link]. Cellists such as Natalie Haas[image: External link], Abby Newton and Liz Davis Maxfield have contributed significantly to the use of cello playing in Celtic folk music, often with the cello featured as a primary melodic instrument and employing the skills and techniques of traditional fiddle playing. Lindsay Mac[image: External link] is becoming well known for playing the cello like a guitar, with her cover of The Beatles[image: External link]' " Blackbird[image: External link]" a big hit on The Bob & Tom Show[image: External link].

The cello has been further popularized by the cello duo of Luka Šulić[image: External link] & Stjepan Hauser[image: External link], known by the stage name 2Cellos[image: External link], who have been active since 2011. They are famous for playing various songs on the cello, such as "Smooth Criminal" (Michael Jackson[image: External link]), "Thunderstruck" ( AC/DC[image: External link]) and more[image: External link].
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 Construction




The cello is typically made from carved wood, although other materials such as carbon fiber[image: External link] or aluminum may be used. A traditional cello has a spruce[image: External link] top, with maple[image: External link] for the back, sides, and neck. Other woods, such as poplar[image: External link] or willow[image: External link], are sometimes used for the back and sides. Less expensive cellos frequently have tops and backs made of laminated wood[image: External link]. Laminated cellos are widely used in elementary and secondary school orchestras and youth orchestras[image: External link], because they are much more durable than carved wood cellos (i.e., they are less likely to crack if bumped or dropped) and they are much less expensive.

The top and back are traditionally hand-carved, though less expensive cellos are often machine-produced. The sides, or ribs, are made by heating the wood and bending it around forms. The cello body has a wide top bout, narrow middle formed by two C-bouts, and wide bottom bout, with the bridge[image: External link] and F holes[image: External link] just below the middle. The top and back of the cello has decorative border inlay known as purfling[image: External link]. While purfling is attractive, it is also functional: if the instrument is struck, the purfling can prevent cracking of the wood. A crack may form at the rim of the instrument, but spreads no further. Without purfling, cracks can spread up or down the top or back. Playing, traveling and the weather all affect the cello and can increase a crack if purfling is not in place. Less expensive instruments typically have painted purfling.[citation needed[image: External link]]
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 Alternative materials




Cello manufacturer Luis & Clark[image: External link] constructs cellos from carbon fibre[image: External link]. Carbon fibre instruments are particularly suitable for outdoor playing because of the strength of the material and its resistance to humidity and temperature fluctuations. Luis & Clark has produced over 1000 cellos, some of which are owned by cellists such as Yo-Yo Ma[image: External link][9] and Josephine van Lier[image: External link].[10] In the late 1920s and early 1930s, the Aluminum Company of America (Alcoa) as well as German luthier G.A. Pfretzschner produced an unknown number of aluminum cellos (in addition to aluminum double basses and violins).
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 Neck, fingerboard, pegbox, and scroll




Above the main body is the carved neck. The neck has a curved cross-section on its underside, which is where the player's thumb runs along the neck during playing. The neck which leads to a pegbox[image: External link] and the scroll[image: External link]. The neck, pegbox, and scroll are normally carved out of a single piece of wood, usually maple[image: External link]. The fingerboard[image: External link] is glued to the neck and extends over the body of the instrument. The fingerboard is given a curved shape, matching the curve on the bridge. Both the fingerboard and bridge need to be curved so that the performer can bow individual strings. If the cello were to have a flat fingerboard and bridge, as with a typical guitar, the performer would only be able to bow the "outer" two strings or bow all the strings. The performer would not be able to play the "inner" two strings alone.

The nut[image: External link] is a raised piece of wood, fitted where the fingerboard meets the pegbox, in which the strings rest in shallow slots or grooves to keep them the correct distance apart. The pegbox houses four tapered tuning pegs[image: External link], one for each string. The pegs are used to tune the cello by either tightening or loosening the string. The pegs are called "friction pegs", because they maintain their position by friction. The scroll is a traditional ornamental part of the cello and a feature of all other members of the violin family[image: External link]. Ebony[image: External link] is usually used for the tuning pegs, fingerboard, and nut, but other hardwoods, such as boxwood[image: External link] or rosewood[image: External link], can be used. Black fittings on low-cost instruments are often made from inexpensive wood that has been blackened or "ebonized" to look like ebony[image: External link], which is much harder and more expensive. Ebonised parts such as tuning pegs may crack or split, and the black surface of the fingerboard will eventually wear down to reveal the lighter wood underneath.
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 Strings




Historically, cello strings[image: External link] had cores made out of catgut[image: External link], which, despite its name is made from sheep or goat intestines which are dried out. Most modern strings used in the 2010s are wound with metallic materials like aluminum[image: External link], titanium[image: External link] and chromium[image: External link]. Cellists may mix different types of strings on their instruments. The pitches of the open strings are C, G, D, and A (black note heads in the playing range figure above), unless alternative tuning ( scordatura[image: External link]) is specified by the composer. Some composers ask that the low C be tuned down to a Bb or B so that the performer can play a different low note on the lowest open string.
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 Tailpiece and endpin




The tailpiece[image: External link] and endpin[image: External link] are found in the lower part of the cello. The tailpiece is the part of the cello to which the "ball ends" of the strings are attached by passing them through holes. The tailpiece is attached to the bottom of the cello. The tailpiece is traditionally made of ebony[image: External link] or another hard wood, but can also be made of plastic[image: External link] or steel[image: External link] on lower-cost instruments. It attaches the strings to the lower end of the cello, and can have one or more fine tuners. The fine tuners are used to make smaller adjustments to the pitch of the string. The fine tuners can increase the tension of each string (raising the pitch) or decrease the tension of the string (lowering the pitch). When the performer is putting on a new string, the fine tuner for that string is normally reset to a middle position, and then the peg is turned to bring the string up to pitch. The fine turners are used for subtle, minor adjustments to pitch, such as tuning a cello to the oboe's 440 Hz A note or to tune the cello to a piano.

The endpin or spike is made of wood, metal or rigid carbon fibre and supports the cello in playing position. The endpin can be retracted into the hollow body of the instrument when the cello is being transported in its case. This makes the cello easier to move about. When the performer wishes to play the cello, the endpin is pulled out to lengthen it. The endpin is locked into the player's preferred length with a screw mechanism. The adjustable nature of endpins enables performers of different ages and body sizes to adjust the endpin length to suit them. In the Baroque period the cello was held between the calves, as there was no endpin at that time. The endpin was "introduced by Adrien Servais c. 1845 to give the instrument greater stability".[11] Modern endpins are retractable and adjustable; older ones were removed when not in use. (The word "endpin" sometimes also refers to the button of wood located at this place in all instruments in the violin family, but this is usually called "tailpin".[12]) The sharp tip of the cello's endpin is sometimes capped with a rubber tip that protects the tip from dulling and prevents the cello from slipping on the floor. Many cellists use a rubber pad with a metal cup to keep the tip from slipping on the floor. A number of accessories to keep the endpin from slipping; these include ropes which attach to the chair leg and other devices.
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 Bridge and f-holes




The bridge[image: External link] holds the strings above the cello and transfers their vibrations to the top of the instrument and the soundpost inside (see below). The bridge is not glued, but rather held in place by the tension of the strings. The bridge is usually positioned by the cross point of the "f-hole" (i.e., where the horizontal line occurs in the "f"). The f-holes[image: External link], named for their shape, are located on either side of the bridge, and allow air to move in and out of the instrument as part of the sound-production process. The f-holes also act as access points to the interior of the cello for repairs or maintenance. Sometimes a small length of rubber hose containing a water-soaked sponge, called a Dampit, is inserted through the f-holes, and serves as a humidifier. This keeps the wood components of the cello from drying out.
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 Internal features




Internally, the cello has two important features: a bass bar[image: External link], which is glued to the underside of the top of the instrument, and a round wooden sound post[image: External link], a solid wooden cylinder which is wedged between the top and bottom plates. The bass bar, found under the bass foot of the bridge, serves to support the cello's top and distribute the vibrations from the strings to the body of the instrument. The sound post, found under the treble side of the bridge, connects the back and front of the cello. Like the bridge, the sound post is not glued, but is kept in place by the tensions of the bridge and strings. Together, the bass bar and sound post transfer the strings' vibrations to the top (front) of the instrument (and to a lesser extent the back), acting as a diaphragm[image: External link] to produce the instrument's sound.
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 Glue




Cellos are constructed and repaired using hide glue[image: External link], which is strong but reversible, allowing for disassembly when needed. Tops may be glued on with diluted glue, since some repairs call for the removal of the top. Theoretically, hide glue is weaker than the body's wood, so as the top or back shrinks side-to-side, the glue holding it lets go, so the plate does not crack. Cellists repairing cracks in their cello do not use regular wood glue[image: External link], because it cannot be steamed open when a repair has to be made by a luthier[image: External link].
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 Bow




Traditionally, bows[image: External link] are made from pernambuco or brazilwood[image: External link]. Both come from the same species of tree (Caesalpinia echinata), but pernambuco, used for higher-quality bows, is the heartwood of the tree and is darker in color than brazilwood (which is sometimes stained to compensate). Pernambuco is a heavy, resinous wood with great elasticity, which makes it an ideal wood for instrument bows. Horsehair is stretched out between the two ends of the bow. The taut horsehair is drawn over the strings to produce the cello's characteristic tone. A small knob is twisted to increase or decrease the tension of the horsehair. The tension on the bow is released when the instrument is not being used. The amount of tension a cellist puts on the bow hair depends on the preferences of the player, the style of music being played, and for students, the preferences of their teacher.

Bows are also made from other materials, such as carbon-fibre—stronger than wood—and fiberglass (often used to make inexpensive, lower-quality student bows). An average cello bow is 73 cm (29 in) long (shorter than a violin or viola bow) 3 cm (1.2 in) high (from the frog to the stick) and 1.5 cm (0.59 in) wide. The frog of a cello bow typically has a rounded corner like that of a viola bow, but is wider. A cello bow is roughly 10 g (0.35 oz) heavier than a viola bow, which in turn is roughly 10 g (0.35 oz) heavier than a violin bow.

Bow hair is traditionally horsehair[image: External link], though synthetic hair, in varying colors, is also used. Prior to playing, the musician tightens the bow by turning a screw to pull the frog (the part of the bow under the hand) back, and increase the tension of the hair. Rosin[image: External link] is applied by the player to make the hairs sticky. Bows need to be re-haired periodically. Baroque[image: External link] style (1600–1750) cello bows were much thicker and were formed with a larger outward arch when compared to modern cello bows. The inward arch of a modern cello bow produces greater tension, which in turn gives off a louder sound.

The cello bow has also been used to play electric guitars[image: External link]. Jimmy Page pioneered its application on tracks such as "Dazed and Confused[image: External link]". The post-rock[image: External link] Icelandic[image: External link] band Sigur Rós[image: External link]'s lead singer often plays a guitar using a cello bow.

In 1989, the German cellist Michael Bach[image: External link] began developing a curved bow[image: External link], encouraged by John Cage[image: External link], Dieter Schnebel[image: External link], Mstislav Rostropovich[image: External link] and Luigi Colani[image: External link]: and since then many pieces have been composed especially for it. This curved bow (BACH.Bow) is a convex curved bow which, unlike the ordinary bow, renders possible polyphonic playing on the various strings of the instrument. The solo repertoire for violin and cello by J. S. Bach the BACH.Bow is particularly suited to it: and it was developed with this in mind, polyphonic playing being required, as well as monophonic.
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 Physics
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 Physical aspects




When a string is bowed or plucked, it vibrates and moves the air around it, producing sound waves. Because the string is quite thin, not much air is moved by the string itself, and consequently if the string was not mounted on a hollow body, the sound would be weak. In acoustic stringed instruments such as the cello, this lack of volume is solved by mounting the vibrating string on a larger hollow wooden body. The vibrations are transmitted to the larger body, which can move more air and produce a louder sound. Different designs of the instrument produces variations in the instrument’s vibrational patterns and thus changes the character of the sound produced.[14] A string’s fundamental pitch can be adjusted by changing its stiffness, which depends on tension and length. Tightening a string stiffens it by increasing both the outward forces along its length and the net forces it experiences during a distortion.[15] A cello can be tuned by adjusting the tension of its strings, by turning the tuning pegs mounted on its pegbox, and tension adjusters (fine tuners) on the tail piece.

A string’s length also affects its fundamental pitch. Shortening a string stiffens it by increasing its curvature during a distortion and subjecting it to larger net forces. Shortening the string also reduces its mass, but does not alter the mass per unit length, and it is the latter ratio rather than the total mass which governs the frequency. The string vibrates in a standing wave whose speed of propagation is given by √T/m, where T is the tension and m is the mass per unit length; there is a node at either end of the vibrating length, and thus the vibrating length l is half a wavelength. Since the frequency of any wave is equal to the speed divided by the wavelength, we have frequency = 1/2l × √T/m. (Note that some writers, including Muncaster (cited below) use the Greek letter μ in place of m.) Thus shortening a string increases the frequency, and thus the pitch. Because of this effect, you can raise and change the pitch of a string by pressing it against the fingerboard in the cello’s neck and effectively shortening it.[16] Likewise strings with less mass per unit length, if under the same tension, will have a higher frequency and thus higher pitch than more massive strings. This is a prime reason why the different strings on all string instruments have different fundamental pitches, with the lightest strings having the highest pitches.

A played note of E or F♯ has a frequency which is often very close to the natural resonating frequency of the body of the instrument, and if the problem is not addressed this can set the body into near resonance. This may cause an unpleasant sudden amplification of this pitch, and additionally a loud beating sound results from the interference produced between these nearby frequencies; this is known as the “wolf tone[image: External link]” because it is an unpleasant growling sound. The wood resonance appears to be split into two frequencies by the driving force of the sounding string. These two periodic resonances beat with each other. This wolf tone must be eliminated or significantly reduced for the cello to play the nearby notes with a pleasant tone. This can be accomplished by modifying the cello front plate, attaching a wolf eliminator (a metal cylinder or a rubber cylinder encased in metal), or moving the sound post.[17]

When a string is bowed or plucked to produce a note, the fundamental note is accompanied by higher frequency overtones. Each sound has a particular recipe of frequencies that combine to make the total sound.[18]
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 Playing technique




Main article: Cello technique[image: External link]


Playing the cello is done while seated with the instrument supported on the floor by the endpin. The left hand fingertips stop the strings on the fingerboard, determining the pitch of the fingered note. The right hand plucks or bows the strings to sound the notes. The left hand fingertips stop the strings along their length, determining the pitch of each fingered note. Stopping the string closer to the bridge results in higher-pitched sound, because the vibrating string length has been shortened. In the neck positions (which use just less than half of the fingerboard, nearest the top of the instrument), the thumb rests on the back of the neck; in thumb position[image: External link] (a general name for notes on the remainder of the fingerboard) the thumb usually rests alongside the fingers on the string and the side of the thumb is used to play notes. The fingers are normally held curved with each knuckle bent, with the fingertips in contact with the string. If a finger is required on two (or more) strings at once to play perfect fifths (in double stops or chords) it is used flat. In slower, or more expressive playing, the contact point can move slightly away from the nail to the pad of the finger, allowing a fuller vibrato.

Vibrato[image: External link] is a small oscillation in the pitch of a note, usually considered expressive. Harmonics[image: External link] played on the cello fall into two classes; natural and artificial. Natural harmonics are produced by lightly touching (but not depressing) the string with the finger at certain places, and then bowing (or, rarely, plucking) the string. For example, the halfway point of the string will produce a harmonic that is one octave above the unfingered (open) string. Natural harmonics only produce notes that are part of the harmonic series[image: External link] on a particular string. Artificial harmonics (also called false harmonics or stopped harmonics), in which the player depresses the string fully with one finger while touching the same string lightly with another finger, can produce any note above middle C. Glissando[image: External link] (Italian for "sliding") is an effect played by sliding the finger up or down the fingerboard without releasing the string. This causes the pitch to rise and fall smoothly, without separate, discernible steps.

In cello playing, the bow is much like the breath of a wind instrument[image: External link] player. Arguably, it is the major determinant in the expressiveness of the playing. The right hand holds the bow and controls the duration and character of the notes. The bow is drawn across the strings roughly halfway between the end of the fingerboard[image: External link] and the bridge, in a direction perpendicular to the strings. The bow is held with all five fingers of the right hand, the thumb opposite the fingers and closer to the cellist's body. Tone production and volume of sound depend on a combination of several factors. The three most important ones are: bow speed, weight applied to the string, and point of contact of the bow hair with the string.

Double stops[image: External link] involve the playing of two notes at the same time. Two strings are fingered simultaneously, and the bow is drawn so as to sound them both at once. In pizzicato[image: External link] playing, the string is plucked directly with the fingers or thumb. Pizzicato is often abbreviated as "Pizz.". Position of the hand is slightly over the finger board and away from the bridge.

A player using the Col legno[image: External link] technique rubs the strings with the wood of the bow rather than the hair. In spiccato[image: External link] playing, the strings are not "drawn" by the bow hair but struck by it, while still retaining some horizontal motion, to generate a more percussive, crisp sound. In staccato[image: External link], the player moves the bow a small distance and stops it on the string, making a short sound, the rest of the written duration being taken up by silence. Legato[image: External link] is a technique where the notes are smoothly connected without accents or breaks. It is noted by a slur (curved line) above or below - depending on their position on the staff - the notes of the passage that is to be played legato.

Sul ponticello ("on the bridge") refers to bowing closer to the bridge, while sul tasto ("on the fingerboard") calls for bowing nearer the end of the fingerboard. Sul tasto produces a more flute-like sound, with more emphasis on the fundamental frequency of the note, and softer overtones.
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 Sizes




Standard-sized cellos are referred to as "full-size" or " 4⁄4" but are also made in smaller (fractional) sizes (e.g.  7⁄8,  3⁄4,  1⁄2,  1⁄4,  1⁄8,  1⁄10,  1⁄16). The smaller cellos are identical to standard cellos in construction, range, and usage, but are simply scaled-down for the benefit of children and shorter adults.

Cellos in sizes larger than  4⁄4 do exist, and cellists with unusually large hands may require such a non-standard instrument. Cellos made before approximately 1700 tended to be considerably larger than those made and commonly played today. Around 1680, changes in string-making technology made it possible to play lower-pitched notes on shorter strings. The cellos of Stradivari[image: External link], for example, can be clearly divided into two models: the style made before 1702, characterized by larger instruments (of which only three exist in their original size and configuration), and the style made during and after 1707, when Stradivari began making smaller cellos. This later model is the design most commonly used by modern luthiers. The scale length[image: External link] of a  4⁄4 cello is about 70 cm (27 1⁄2 in). The new size offered fuller tonal projection and greater range of expression. The instrument in this form was able to contribute to more pieces musically and offered the possibility of greater physical dexterity for the player to develop technique.[19]



	Approximate dimensions for  4⁄4 size cello[20]

	Average size



	Approximate width horizontally from A peg to C peg ends
	16.0 cm (6.3 in)



	Back length excluding half-round where neck joins
	75.4 cm (29.7 in)



	Upper bouts (shoulders)
	34.0 cm (13.4 in)



	Lower bouts (hips)
	43.9 cm (17.3 in)



	Bridge height
	8.9 cm (3.5 in)



	Rib depth at shoulders including edges of front and back
	12.4 cm (4.9 in)



	Rib depth at hips including edges
	12.7 cm (5.0 in)



	Distance beneath fingerboard to surface of belly at neck join
	2.3 cm (0.9 in)



	Bridge to back total depth
	26.7 cm (10.5 in)



	Overall height excluding end pin
	120.9 cm (47.6 in)



	End pin unit and spike
	5.6 cm (2.2 in)





[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Accessories




There are many accessories for the cello.


	Cases are used to protect the cello and bow (or multiple bows).




	
Rosin[image: External link], made from conifer[image: External link] resin[image: External link], is applied to the bow hairs to increase the effectiveness of the friction, grip or bite, and allow proper sound production. Rosin may have additives to modify the friction such as beeswax, gold, silver or tin. Commonly, rosins are classified as either Dark or Light.

	
Endpin[image: External link] stops or straps (tradenames include Rockstop and Black Hole) keep the cello from sliding if the endpin does not have a rubber piece on the end, or if a floor is particularly slippery.

	
Wolf tone eliminators[image: External link] are placed on cello strings between the tailpiece and the bridge to eliminate acoustic anomalies known as wolf tones[image: External link] or "wolfs".

	
Mutes[image: External link] are used to change the sound of the cello by reducing overtones[image: External link] and to reduce the amount of noise produced by the instrument by preventing the bridge vibrating as much.




	
Metronomes[image: External link] provide a steady tempo[image: External link] by sounding out a certain number of beats per minute.
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 Instrument makers




Main article: Luthier[image: External link]


Cellos are made by luthiers[image: External link], specialists in building and repairing stringed instruments, ranging from guitars to violins. The following luthiers are notable for the cellos they have produced:


	
Nicolò Amati[image: External link] and others in the Amati family

	Nicolò Gagliano[image: External link]

	Matteo Goffriller[image: External link]

	Giovanni Battista Guadagnini[image: External link]

	Giuseppe Guarneri[image: External link]

	Charles Mennégand[image: External link]

	Domenico Montagnana[image: External link]

	Giovanni Battista Rogeri[image: External link]

	Francesco Ruggieri[image: External link]

	Stefano Scarampella[image: External link]

	Antonio Stradivari[image: External link]

	David Tecchler[image: External link]

	Carlo Giuseppe Testore[image: External link]

	Jean Baptiste Vuillaume[image: External link]
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 Cellists




Main article: List of cellists[image: External link]


A person who plays the cello is called a cellist. For a list of notable cellists, see the list of cellists[image: External link] and Category:Cellists[image: External link].
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 Careers




Careers in cello vary widely by genre and by region or country. Most cellists earn their living from a mixture of performance and teaching jobs. The first step to getting most performance jobs is by playing at an audition[image: External link]. In some styles of music, cellists may be asked to sight read[image: External link] printed music or perform standard repertoire with an ensemble.

In classical music, cellists audition for playing jobs in orchestras and for admission into university or Conservatory programs or degrees. At a classical cello audition, the performer typically plays a movement from a Bach suite or a movement from a concerto and a variety of excerpts from the orchestral literature. Orchestral auditions are typically held in front of a panel that includes the conductor[image: External link], the Concertmaster[image: External link], the Principal cellist and other principal players.

The most promising candidates are invited to return for a second or third round of auditions, which allows the conductor and the panel to compare the best candidates. Performers may be asked to sight read orchestral music. The final stage of the audition process in some orchestras is a test week, in which the performer plays with the orchestra for a week or two, which allows the conductor and principal players to see if the individual can function well in an actual performance setting.

Performance jobs include playing as a freelancer in small groups, playing in a chamber music[image: External link] group, large ensembles, or performing solo music, either live onstage or as a session player for radio or TV broadcasts or for recordings; and working as the employee of an orchestra, big band, or recording studio. Many cello players find extra work by substituting ("subbing") for cellists who are double-booked or ill. It is hard for many cello players to be able to find full-time, full-year work at a single job. About the closest that a cellist can come to this is in the case of those who win an audition at a professional orchestra. Even full-time orchestra jobs do not usually last for the entire year. When the orchestra stops playing (which is often in the summer), orchestral cellists have to find other work, either as a teacher or coach, or in another group.

Teaching work for cellists includes giving private lessons in the home or at colleges and universities; coaching cellists who are preparing for recordings or auditions; doing group coaching at music camps or for youth ensembles; and working as a high school music teacher. Due to the limited number of full-time orchestral jobs, many classical cellists are not able to find full-time work with a single orchestra. Some cellists increase their employ-ability by learning several different styles, such as folk or pop.

In some cases, cellists supplement their performing and teaching income with other related music jobs, such as working as a stringed instrument repairer (luthier); as a contractor who hires musicians for orchestras or big bands, composing music, songwriting, conducting, or organizing festivals (e.g., Julian Armour[image: External link]).
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 Famous instruments




See also: Category:Individual cellos[image: External link]


Specific instruments are famous (or become famous) for a variety of reasons. An instrument's notability may arise from its age, the fame of its maker, its physical appearance, its acoustic properties, and its use by notable performers. The most famous instruments are generally known for all of these things. The most highly prized instruments are now collector's items, and are priced beyond the reach of most musicians. These instruments are typically owned by some kind of organization or investment group, which may loan the instrument to a notable performer. (For example, the Davidov Stradivarius[image: External link], which is currently in the possession of one of the most widely known living cellists, Yo-Yo Ma[image: External link], is actually owned by the Vuitton Foundation.[21])

Some notable cellos:


	the "King", by Andrea Amati[image: External link], is one of the oldest known cellos, built between 1538 and 1560—it is in the collection of the National Music Museum[image: External link] in South Dakota[image: External link].[22]


	
Servais Stradivarius[image: External link] is in the collection of the Smithsonian Institution[image: External link], Washington DC.

	
Batta-Piatigorsky Stradivarius[image: External link], played by Gregor Piatigorsky[image: External link].

	
Davidov Stradivarius[image: External link], played by Jacqueline du Pré[image: External link], currently played by Yo-Yo Ma[image: External link].

	
Barjansky Stradivarius[image: External link], played by Julian Lloyd Webber[image: External link].

	
Bonjour Stradivarius[image: External link], played by Soo Bae[image: External link].

	
Paganini-Ladenburg Stradivarius[image: External link], played by Clive Greensmith of the Tokyo String Quartet[image: External link].

	
Duport Stradivarius[image: External link], formerly played by Mstislav Rostropovich[image: External link].

	Piatti Stradivarius, 1720, played by Carlos Prieto[image: External link].
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 Organizations





	CelloBello

	International Cello Society

	World Cello Congress

	Violoncello Society of New York

	London Cello Society




[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Playing examples
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 See also





	Category:Composers for cello[image: External link]

	Brahms guitar[image: External link]

	Cello Rock[image: External link]

	Double Concerto for Violin and Cello[image: External link]

	Electric cello[image: External link]

	List of compositions for cello and orchestra[image: External link]

	List of compositions for cello and organ[image: External link]

	List of compositions for cello and piano[image: External link]

	List of solo cello pieces[image: External link]

	String instrument repertoire[image: External link]

	Triple concerto for violin, cello, and piano[image: External link]

	
Ütőgardon[image: External link], a percussive Hungarian folk instrument similar in construction to the Cello

	Queen Elisabeth Competition § Cello[image: External link]
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Dead Man's Bones






Dead Man's Bones is a rock duo consisting of actor Ryan Gosling and his friend Zach Shields. Their first album, Dead Man's Bones, was released on 6 October 2009 through ANTI- Records. The entire album is a collaboration with the Silverlake Conservatory Children's Choir — started by Red Hot Chili Peppers[image: External link] bassist Flea[image: External link] — from Los Angeles[image: External link], California[image: External link].[1] Gosling performs under the alias "Baby Goose".



TOP
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 Background and development




When Shields and Gosling met in 2005 they discovered a mutual obsession with the Haunted Mansion[image: External link] ride at Disneyland[image: External link]. Zach was so preoccupied with ghosts as a kid that he was put into therapy, and Gosling's parents moved out of his childhood home because they believed it was haunted. Neither of them had really outgrown their fascination with graveyards or anything deathly and decided to write love stories about ghosts[image: External link] and monsters[image: External link].

The pair chose to play all the instruments on the record, even those they had never touched before. They also imposed rules on themselves during the recording process, such as not playing with a click track[image: External link], and trying to do no more than three takes on any song, letting any imperfections highlight the strengths of the music.[2] On 25 December 2008, Dead ManBone released a music video and free download for their song "In the Room Where You Sleep",[3] and on 4 April 2009, the band released another music video for their song "Name in Stone" on MySpace[image: External link] and YouTube[image: External link]. The self-titled debut album from the band featured members of the Silverlake Conservatory of Music's children's choir and was released on 6 October 2009 through ANTI- Records and was produced by Tim Anderson of Ima Robot[image: External link].[4] Gosling and Shields also toured around the United States for fall/ Halloween[image: External link] 2009[5] with a local choir and talent show at every show to rave reviews.[6] Each children's choir was similar to Silverlake Conservatory Children's Choir with whom they recorded the album.[7] In 2010, they released two other music videos for tracks: "Dead Hearts"[8] and "Pa Pa Power".[9]

In the closing credits of the 2013 French film Age of Panic[image: External link], the Dead Man's Bones song "Lose Your Soul" is featured.[10] The song "In the Room Where You Sleep" was included in the soundtrack of the 2013 film The Conjuring[image: External link].[11]
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 Discography






	Release Year
	Album



	2009
	Dead Man's Bones





	"Intro"

	"Dead Hearts"

	"In the Room Where You Sleep"

	"Buried in Water"

	"My Body's a Zombie for You"

	"Pa Pa Power"

	"Young & Tragic"

	"Paper Ships"

	"Lose Your Soul"

	"Werewolf Heart"

	"Dead Man's Bones"

	"Flowers Grow Out of My Grave"
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 Members





	
Ryan Gosling – vocals[image: External link], piano[image: External link], guitar, bass guitar (2008–present)

	Zach Shields – vocals, percussion[image: External link], drums[image: External link], guitar (2008–present)
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	Video Premiere: Dead Man’s Bones’ Haunting “Dead Hearts” - Rolling Stone[image: External link]

	Dead Man's Bones performing "Name In Stone" at a cemetery with L.A. Inner Mass Choir & the Silverlake Conservatory Children's Choir: Dead Man's Bones: Name In Stone on YouTube[image: External link]


	In The Room Where You Sleep (Wrap Party Live Video)[image: External link]
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Disney Channel






Disney Channel (originally called The Disney Channel from 1983 to 1997 and commonly shortened to Disney from 1997 to 2002) is an American basic cable[image: External link] and satellite television[image: External link] network[image: External link] that serves as the flagship[image: External link] property of owner Disney Channels[image: External link] Television Group[image: External link], itself a unit of the Disney Media Networks division of The Walt Disney Company[image: External link].

Disney Channel's programming[image: External link] consists of original first-run television series[image: External link], theatrically-released and original made-for-cable[image: External link] movies[image: External link] and select other third-party programming. Disney Channel – which formerly operated as a premium service[image: External link] – originally marketed its programs towards families during the 1980s, and later at younger children by the 2000s. Most of Disney Channel's original programming is aimed at kids ages 9–16, while its Disney Junior[image: External link] programs are targeted at children 8 years and under.

As of January 2016, Disney Channel is available to approximately 93.9 million pay television households (80.6% of households with at least one television set) in the United States.[1]



TOP
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 History




Main article: History of Disney Channel[image: External link]


"The Disney Sunday Movie", a version of the Walt Disney anthology television series[image: External link], began on the channel in 1986 concurrent with ABC's version until 1988 and NBC's "The Magical World of Disney" (1988-90).[2] Disney Channel Original Movies[image: External link] series of made for television movies started on August 23, 1997 with Northern Lights[image: External link] supplanting the previous Disney Channel Premiere Films banner.[3][4]
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 Programming




Main articles: List of programs broadcast by Disney Channel[image: External link] and List of Disney Channel series[image: External link]
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 Movie library




Main article: List of Disney Channel original films[image: External link]


High School Musical 2 is currently the most successful DCOM in terms of popularity and accolades, setting a basic cable record for the single most-watched television program, as its August 2007 debut was watched by 17.2 million viewers[5] (counting sports, this record stood until a December 3, 2007 telecast of a New England Patriots[image: External link]-Baltimore Ravens[image: External link] game on corporate sibling ESPN[image: External link]'s Monday Night Football[image: External link], which was watched by 17.5 million viewers). The Cheetah Girls films were also notably successful in terms of merchiandise, and sales for its concert tour and soundtrack albums. The first film in 2003 was the first made-for-TV movie musical in Disney Channel's history, and had a worldwide audience of over 84 million viewers. The second movie[image: External link] was the most successful of the series, bringing in 8.1 million viewers in the U.S. An 86-date concert tour featuring the group was ranked as one of the top 10 concert tours of 2006; the tour broke a record at the Houston Rodeo[image: External link] that was set by Elvis Presley in 1973, selling out with 73,500 tickets sold in three minutes.
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 Programming blocks
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 Current





	
Disney Junior[image: External link] – "Disney Junior" is a block that features shows targeted at children aged 3–9. which debuted on February 14, 2011; it airs Monday through Fridays from 8:00 a.m.–2:00 p.m. (8:00–10:30 a.m. during the summer months, other designated school break periods and on major holidays) and weekends from 6:00 to 9:00 a.m. Eastern and Pacific Time (the block primarily targets preschoolers as Disney Channel's usual target audience of pre-teens and young adolescents are in school during its designated time period on weekdays). Disney Junior carries one of the few programs on Disney Channel that feature classic Disney characters as of 2013, Mickey Mouse Clubhouse (the others are the Have a Laugh! and Mickey Mouse shorts that air within and outside of the block). Other programs currently seen in this block include Jake and the Never Land Pirates, Sheriff Callie's Wild West[image: External link], Sofia the First, Miles from Tomorrowland[image: External link], The Lion Guard[image: External link] and Doc McStuffins[image: External link].[6]


	
Weekend evening blocks – Disney Channel airs first-run or recent episodes of its original series over the course of three nights, branded as "Disney Channel (day of week) Night", with first-run episodes premiering on Friday or Sunday evenings. Friday nights feature a combination of either Bunk'd, Girl Meets World, Liv & Maddie: Cali Style, Elena of Avalor or Stuck in the Middle, while Sunday nights feature Best Friends Whenever, Bizaardvark or K.C. Undercover. Since October 2010, programming on both night's schedules has been somewhat fluid as while all series have a permanent place on the Friday and Sunday primetime schedules, episode premieres of all Disney Channel original series are subject to rotational scheduling depending on the lineup for that given week; depending on the night, these episode premieres usually air Fridays from 8:00–10:30 p.m., Saturdays from 8:00-11:00 p.m., and Sundays from 7:30–9:00 (or 9:30) p.m. Eastern/Pacific. Saturday nights feature repeats of recent episodes of the channel's original series or an occasional film telecast (the channel made two previous attempts at launching a Saturday night block of first-run programs to compete against Nickelodeon's higher-rated lineup on that night, first from 2007 to 2008 and again briefly during the spring of 2009; the channel would later air new episodes of its Sunday evening series to Saturday night for one week on June 8, 2013, supposedly to compete against the premiere of the Nickelodeon series Sam & Cat[image: External link]). Encores of the respective night's programs typically air between 11:00 p.m. and 2:30 a.m. Eastern/Pacific each night during that weekend.

	
Disney XD[image: External link] on Disney Channel – "Disney XD on Disney Channel" is the branding of two blocks airing on Friday and Saturday nights; an animated block airing Fridays from 9:00 p.m. to 10:00 p.m., showing series from Disney Television Animation[image: External link], such as Star vs. the Forces of Evil[image: External link] and Future-Worm![image: External link], and a live-action block airing Saturdays from 10:00 p.m. to 11:00 p.m., airing series such as Lab Rats: Elite Force[image: External link], Gamer's Guide to Pretty Much Everything[image: External link], Kirby Buckets[image: External link], and Walk the Prank[image: External link].
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 Special weekends





	
Out of This World Weekend (Summer of 2014) – a weekend of shows having space themed episodes.

	
Whodunit? Weekend (April 2012 and Summer 2015) – a weekend of shows having mystery themed episodes. This was the first special weekend.

	
Summer Adventure Weekend (July 2012) – a weekend of shows with vacation themed episodes.

	
Flash Forward Weekend (Summer 2013) – a weekend of shows related to time travel.

	
Freaky Freakend (April 2013) – a weekend of shows featuring paranormal themed episodes.

	
April Fuel Week (April 2015) – a week of shows (Mon-Thurs) featuring special episodes.

	
What the What?!? Weekend (April 2014 and April 2015) – a weekend of shows featuring guest stars from other Disney Channel shows; occurs mostly in April.
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 Former





	
Disney Nighttime – As a premium channel from April 18, 1983 to April 6, 1997, The Disney Channel featured programming aimed at adult audiences during the evening and overnight hours under the banner title "Disney Nighttime". Unlike the nighttime content aired on the channel's then-competitors (such as HBO and Showtime) at the time of its launch, the "adult" programming featured on The Disney Channel was largely devoid of any overt sexual and violent content. Programming seen during Disney Nighttime included older feature films (similar to those seen at the time on American Movie Classics[image: External link], and eventually Turner Classic Movies, with both Disney film titles and movies from other film studios[image: External link] mixed in), along with original concert specials (featuring artists ranging from Rick Springfield[image: External link] to Jon Secada[image: External link] to Elton John[image: External link]), variety specials and documentaries[image: External link].

	
Disney Channel Discovery – aired on certain Saturday evenings at 7:00 p.m. Eastern and Pacific Time from October 5, 1986 to 1993, showcased family-oriented feature films not previously seen on television or in wide theatrical release.

	
Mystery Night – ran each Tuesday evening starting at 9:00 p.m. Eastern/Pacific from 1990 to 1993, focused on mystery films from the 1930s to the 1960s.

	
The Best of Hollywood – ran each Monday (later Sunday) evening, starting at 9:00 p.m. Eastern/Pacific from January 4, 1988 to May 25, 1997, showcased feature film classics from the 1930s to the 1980s.

	
Sunday Night Showcase – ran each Sunday evening starting at 9:00 p.m. Eastern/Pacific from February 7, 1988 to August 25, 1996, featured various music, variety, comedy and documentary specials.

	
The Magical World of Disney[image: External link] – used as a Sunday night umbrella for movies and specials on The Disney Channel from September 23, 1990 to November 24, 1996, originally airing exclusively on Sunday evenings at 7:00 p.m. Eastern/Pacific.[7] From December 1, 1996 to 1999, The Magical World of Disney served as the overall branding for Disney Channel's nightly evening lineup of films starting at 7:00 p.m. Eastern/Pacific.

	
The American Legacy – ran on Tuesday evenings at 9:00 p.m. Eastern/Pacific from January 7, 1992 to August 27, 1996. Originally launched in honor the 500th anniversary of the discovery of the United States,[8] the block featured movies, documentaries and specials about the contributions, history and scenic wonders of the nation.

	
Toonin' Tuesday – Running from October 5, 1993 to August 27, 1996, "Toonin' Tuesday" was a weekly program block featuring various animated programs. Each Tuesday from 6:00 to 9:00 p.m. Eastern/Pacific,[9] "Toonin' Tuesday" featured primarily animated films and specials (though reruns of The Charlie Brown and Snoopy Show[image: External link] sometimes aired as part of the block).[9] The block ended on August 27, 1996 due to changes to the channel's programming schedule.[10][11]


	
Bonus! Thursday – From October 7, 1993 to August 29, 1996, The Disney Channel ran a weekly program block called "Bonus! Thursday" (or "Bonus!" for short), which ran each Thursday from 5:00 to 9:00 p.m. Eastern/Pacific.[12][13] The block featured programs aimed at teens, including series such as Kids Incorporated, The All-New Mickey Mouse Club, various Mickey Mouse Club serials (including Teen Angel[image: External link] and Match Point), and Eerie Indiana[image: External link], followed by movies and specials.[12][13] The block ended on August 29, 1996 due to changes to the channel's programming schedule.[10][11]


	
Totally Kids Only ("TKO") – a weekday morning lineup of live-action and animated series,[14] which became the brand for the channel's morning and midday block (from 6:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. Eastern/Pacific) aimed at children ages 2 to 8 that ran from 1993 to April 1997

	
Triple Feature Friday – ran each Friday starting at 5:00 p.m. Eastern/Pacific from October 8, 1993 to May 30, 1997, featured three different films – sometimes regardless of each film's genre – that were tied to a specific subject[15]


	
Disney Drive-In – ran each Saturday starting at 1:30 p.m. Eastern/Pacific from October 8, 1994 to August 31, 1996, featured classic Disney series such as Zorro[image: External link], Texas John Slaughter[image: External link] and Spin and Marty[image: External link], followed by classic Disney films and specials[16] The block ended on August 31, 1996 due to changes in the channel's schedule.[17][18]


	
Block Party – From October 2, 1995 to August 28, 1996, four animated series that previously aired in syndication on The Disney Afternoon[image: External link] (Darkwing Duck[image: External link], TaleSpin[image: External link], DuckTales[image: External link] and Chip 'n Dale Rescue Rangers[image: External link]) were rerun together on The Disney Channel as a two-hour programming block called "Block Party", which aired weekdays from 5:00 to 7:00 p.m. Eastern/Pacific.[19] The "Block Party" branding was dropped on September 3, 1996, when Darkwing Duck was removed as the block's lead-in and Goof Troop[image: External link] was added to end the lineup.[17][20] This unnamed block continued to air into 1997.[21]


	
KidScene - a daily one-hour block of programming headlined by former syndicated series Kids Incorporated[image: External link] starting in 1986 and ending 1989. The new 1989 version of The Mickey Mouse Club would join the block in 1989.

	
Playhouse Disney[image: External link] – a daily morning program block aimed at preschoolers that debuted on May 8, 1997, replacing the mixture of shows targeted at preschoolers and shows aimed at older children that aired as part of Disney Channel's morning lineup. The block was discontinued on February 13, 2011, and replaced the following day by Disney Junior.

	
Disney Distractions – the banner name for Disney Channel's afternoon double feature[image: External link] block of family-oriented films, which ran Saturdays and Sundays from 12:30 to (usually) 4:00 p.m. Eastern/Pacific from 1997 to 2000

	
Magical World of Animals – an hour-long block of wildlife series aimed at children that ran from August 1997 to 1999. Promoted as an offshoot of the Magical World of Disney and airing Sunday evenings from 7:00 to 8:00 p.m. Eastern Time, the block consisted of two series: Going Wild with Jeff Corwin[image: External link] and Omba Mokomba[image: External link].[22]


	
Vault Disney – debuted in September 1997,[22][23] five months after Disney Channel's first major rebrand, replacing the Disney Nighttime lineup. Originally airing only on Sunday nights from 9:00 p.m. to 6:00 a.m. Eastern and Pacific Time,[22] Vault Disney expanded to seven nights a week in September 1998 (the Monday through Saturday editions of the block at this time aired from 11:00 p.m. to 6:00 a.m. Eastern/Pacific; the start time of the block as a whole was moved uniformally to midnight daily in September 1999). The classic programming featured during the late night schedule changed to feature only Disney-produced television series and specials (such as Zorro, Spin and Marty, The Mickey Mouse Club and the Walt Disney anthology television series[image: External link]),[23] along with older Disney television specials. Older Disney feature films also were part of the lineup from 1997 to 2000, but aired in a reduced capacity. The block also featured The Ink and Paint Club, an anthology series[image: External link] featuring classic Disney animated shorts, which became the only remaining program on the channel to feature these shorts by 1999, upon the removal of Quack Pack[image: External link] from the schedule. The channel discontinued the block in September 2002, in favor of running reruns of its original and acquired series during the late evening and overnight hours (which comparative to the adult-focused Vault Disney, are aired at children and teenagers, an audience that is typically asleep during that time period).

	
Zoog Disney – launched in August 1998, a program block that originally aired only on weekend afternoons from 4:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m. Eastern/Pacific. The hosts for the block were "Zoogs", animated anthropomorphic robot/alien creature-hybrid characters with human voices (some of whom acted like teenagers). The block unified television and the internet, allowing viewer comments and scores from players of ZoogDisney.com's online games to be aired on the channel during regular programming in a ticker format (which the channel continued to use after the block was discontinued, however the ticker has been all but completely dropped from on-air usage as of May 2010).[24] From September 2001 to August 2002, the afternoon and primetime lineups on Fridays, Saturdays and Sundays were branded under the umbrella title "Zoog Weekendz". The Zoogs were redesigned with cel shading[image: External link] and given mature voices in 2001, though the remade Zoog characters were discontinued after less than a year; the entire Zoog Disney block was phased out by September 2002.

	
Toon Disney Summer Sundays – ran on Sunday evenings from 7:00 to 9:00 p.m. Eastern/Pacific during the summers of 1998 and 1999. Hosted by Sage Galesi and Beau Wirick[image: External link], it was a sneak preview block of animated series (generally featuring defunct Disney animated series from the 1990s that were previously seen in syndication or on Disney Channel) carried on Disney Channel's then-recently launched sister digital cable and satellite network, Toon Disney[image: External link].

	
Disney Channel Saturday Mornings[image: External link] – an animation block that debuted on June 18, 2011 as "Toonin' Saturdays," which was rebranded to its final name in 2012. The lineup – which aired most Saturdays from 9:00–10:00 a.m. Eastern/Pacific, and is sometimes pre-empted in favor of other Disney Channel original programs – primarily consists of double-episode airings of Disney Channel original animated series Fish Hooks[image: External link] and Phineas and Ferb. Occasionally, new first-run episodes of either series will be featured in the block, though new episodes may also sometimes air in their original Friday night time slots. The block was relaunched on January 7, 2017 as Get Animated![image: External link].

	
Disney Replay – "Disney Replay" was a block that debuted on April 17, 2013, featuring episodes of defunct Disney Channel Original Series that premiered between 2000 and 2007 (such as Lizzie McGuire, That's So Raven and Hannah Montana).[25] Airing Wednesday nights/early Thursday mornings (as a nod to the popular social media[image: External link] trend "Throwback Thursday"), originally from 12:00 to 1:00 a.m. Eastern and Pacific Time, the block expanded to six hours (running until 6:00 a.m. Eastern/Pacific) on August 14, 2014.[26] Programs featured on Disney Replay were added to the WATCH Disney Channel service on August 16, 2014. The block was discontinued on April 28, 2016 and moved to Freeform[image: External link] with a new name: That's So Throwback.
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 Disney XD




Main article: Disney XD[image: External link]


Disney XD is a digital cable and satellite television channel in the United States, which is aimed at boys and girls (originally aimed at young male audiences) aged 6–14. The channel was launched on February 13, 2009,[27] replacing predecessor Toon Disney; it carries action and comedy programming from Disney Channel and the former Jetix block from Toon Disney, along with some first-run original programming and off-network syndicated shows. Like its predecessor Toon Disney, but unlike parent network Disney Channel and its sister channel Disney Junior, Disney XD operates as an advertiser-supported service. The channel carries the same name as an unrelated mini-site and media player on Disney.com[image: External link], which stood for Disney Xtreme Digital[image: External link],[28] though it is said that the "XD" in the channel's name does not have an actual meaning.
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 Disney Junior




Main article: Disney Junior[image: External link]


On May 26, 2010, Disney-ABC Television Group announced the launch of a new digital cable and satellite channel targeted at preschool-aged children called Disney Junior, which debuted on March 23, 2012. The Disney Junior channel – which like Disney Channel (though unlike Disney XD or the channel Disney Junior replaced, Soapnet[image: External link]), is commercial-free – competes with other preschooler-skewing cable channels such as Nick Jr.[image: External link], Qubo[image: External link] and Sprout[image: External link].[6] The channel features programs from Disney Channel's existing preschool programming library and movies from the Walt Disney Pictures film library. Disney Junior took over the channel space held by Soapnet – a Disney-owned cable channel featuring soap operas[image: External link] – due to that genre's decline in popularity on broadcast television, and the growth of video on demand[image: External link], online streaming[image: External link] and digital video recorders[image: External link], negating the need for a linear channel devoted to the soap opera genre. An automated Soapnet feed continued to exist for providers that had not yet made carriage agreements for Disney Junior (such as Dish Network[image: External link]) and those that have kept Soapnet as part of their lineups while adding Disney Junior as an additional channel (such as DirecTV[image: External link] and Cox Communications[image: External link]);[29][30] After a period during which cable providers unwilling to drop the network immediately retained it to prevent subscriber cancellations, Soapnet ceased full operations on December 31, 2013.[31]

The former Playhouse Disney block on Disney Channel was rebranded as Disney Junior on February 14, 2011; the 22 existing Playhouse Disney-branded cable channels and program blocks outside the United States rebranded under the Disney Junior name over the next two years, concluding with the rebranding of the Russian[image: External link] and Chinese[image: External link] versions in September 2013.[32] Disney-ABC Television Group previously planned to launch a domestic Playhouse Disney Channel in the U.S. (which would have served the same target audience as Disney Junior) in 2001,[33] however this planned network never launched, although dedicated Playhouse Disney Channels did launch outside of the United States.
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 Former sister channels
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 Toon Disney




Main article: Toon Disney[image: External link]


Toon Disney launched on April 18, 1998 (coinciding with the 15th anniversary of parent network Disney Channel's launch),[34] and was aimed at children between the ages of 6- and 18 -years-old. The network's main competitors were Turner Broadcasting[image: External link]/Time Warner[image: External link]'s Cartoon Network[image: External link] and Boomerang[image: External link], and Viacom[image: External link]/MTV Networks[image: External link]' Nicktoons[image: External link]. Toon Disney originally operated as a commercial-free service from April 1998 to September 1999, when it became advertiser-supported (unlike Disney Channel). The channel carried a mix of reruns of Walt Disney Television Animation[image: External link] and Disney Channel-produced animated programming, along with some third-party programs from other distributors, animated films and original programming. In 2004, the channel debuted a nighttime program block aimed at children ages 7–14 called Jetix[image: External link], which featured action-oriented animated and live-action series. During Toon Disney's first year on the air, Disney Channel ran a sampler block of Toon Disney's programming on Sunday nights for interested subscribers. The network ceased operations on February 13, 2009 and was replaced with the Disney XD, a channel aimed to children, which features broader array of programming, with a heavier emphasis on live-action programs.
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 Other services






	Service
	Description



	Disney Channel HD
	Disney Channel HD is a high definition simulcast feed of Disney Channel that broadcasts in the 720p[image: External link] resolution format; the feed first began broadcasting on March 19, 2008. Most of the channel's original programming since 2009 is produced and broadcast in HD, along with feature films, Disney Channel original movies made after 2005 and select episodes, films and series produced before 2009. Disney XD and Disney Junior also offer their own high-definition simulcast feeds.



	Disney Channel On Demand
	Disney Channel On Demand is the channel's video-on-demand[image: External link] service, offering select episodes of the channel's original series and Disney Junior programming, along with select original movies and behind-the-scenes features to digital cable and IPTV providers.



	Disney Family Movies
	Disney Family Movies is a subscription video-on-demand service that launched on December 10, 2008. The service offers a limited selection of movies and short films[image: External link] from the Walt Disney Pictures film catalog for a fee of about $5 to $10 per month, making it similar in structure to Disney Channel's original model as a premium service.[35][36]




	Disney Channel App
	Formerly known as "WATCH Disney Channel" until a June 2016 rebranding, the mobile app[image: External link] and digital media player[image: External link] apps for Disney Channel offer live and on-demand streaming of Disney Channel content online. These apps require users to authenticate[image: External link] with a login from a participating television service provider for access to live video or the newest episodes of a series, though a limited selection of free episodes also are available without a login.[37]
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 Criticism and controversies




See also: Criticism of The Walt Disney Company[image: External link]


Disney Channel has received heavy criticism by some critics and viewers for its programming direction in recent years. When compared to the channel's programming during the 1980s and 1990s, there is now very little, if any, programming featuring classic Disney characters, leading some fans to believe the channel fails to represent its name.

Anne Sweeney,[38] who was president of Disney Channel from 1996 to 2014, has been the target of criticism. Some critics have disapproved of the marketing strategy that was drafted during her tenure, which has resulted in the slanting of the target audience of Disney Channel's programs toward teenyboppers[image: External link], as well as a decrease in animated programming and an increase in live-action shows and made-for-TV movies[image: External link].[39] In 2008, Sweeney had stated that Disney Channel, resulting from its multi-platform marketing strategy using television and music, would become "the major profit driver for the [Walt Disney] Company."[40]

The channel has also pulled episodes (even once having to reshoot an episode) that have featured subject matter deemed inappropriate due to its humor, the timing of the episode's airing with real-life events, or subject matter considered inappropriate for Disney Channel's target audience. In December 2008, the Hannah Montana episode "No Sugar, Sugar" was pulled before its broadcast after complaints from parents who saw the episode through video on demand services due to misconceptions regarding diabetics[image: External link] and sugar[image: External link] intake (the Mitchel Musso[image: External link] character of Oliver Oken[image: External link] is revealed in the episode to have been diagnosed with Type 1 diabetes[image: External link]). Portions of that episode were subsequently rewritten and re-filmed to become the season three episode "Uptight (Oliver's Alright)," which aired in September 2009.[41]

In December 2011, Disney Channel pulled episodes of two of its original series from the network's broadcast cycle – the season one Shake It Up episode "Party It Up," and the So Random! episode "Colbie Caillat[image: External link]" – after Demi Lovato (star of So Random! parent series Sonny with a Chance, who was treated for bulimia nervosa[image: External link] in 2010) objected on Twitter[image: External link] to jokes featured in both episodes (the Shake It Up episode, in particular) that made light of eating disorders[image: External link].[42][43][44][45] On May 17, 2013, the channel pulled "Quitting Cold Koala", a second-season episode of Jessie[image: External link], prior to its scheduled premiere broadcast, due to parental concerns over a scene in which a character's gluten[image: External link]-free diet leads to him being ridiculed.[46]
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 Video games




In 2010, Disney Channel All Star Party[image: External link] was released for the Nintendo[image: External link] Wii[image: External link].[47] The four-player mascot party game, in which the stages resemble board games[image: External link], features characters from Disney Channel programs such as Sonny with a Chance, Wizards of Waverly Place, and JONAS L.A.. Several video games based on the Disney Channel animated series Phineas and Ferb were released by Disney Interactive Studios[image: External link]. The Disney Channel website also features various flash games[image: External link] incorporating characters from the channel's various program franchises. There have also been games based on Kim Possible[image: External link] and Hannah Montana[image: External link].
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 International




Main article: Disney Channels Worldwide[image: External link]


Disney Channel has established its channels in various countries worldwide including Canada[image: External link], France[image: External link], South Africa[image: External link], Southeast Asia[image: External link], Hong Kong[image: External link], India[image: External link], Australia[image: External link], the Czech Republic[image: External link], New Zealand[image: External link], the Middle East[image: External link], Scandinavia[image: External link], the Baltic states[image: External link], United Kingdom[image: External link], Ireland[image: External link], Spain[image: External link], Portugal[image: External link], the Caribbean[image: External link], the Netherlands[image: External link], Israel[image: External link] and Flanders[image: External link]. Disney Channel also licenses its programming to air on certain other broadcast and cable channels outside the United States (previously like Family Channel[image: External link] in Canada) regardless as to whether an international version of Disney Channel exists in the country.
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 See also





	Disney Cinemagic[image: External link]

	Freeform[image: External link]

	Jetix[image: External link]

	Jetix Play[image: External link]

	List of Canadian programs broadcast by Disney Channel[image: External link]
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Are You Afraid of the Dark?






For other uses, see Are You Afraid of the Dark? (disambiguation)[image: External link].

Are You Afraid of the Dark? is a Canadian[image: External link] American[image: External link] horror[image: External link] fantasy[image: External link]-themed anthology[image: External link] television series[image: External link]. The original series was created by D.J. MacHale and Ned Kandel, and was picked up by Nickelodeon[image: External link] in 1991. MacHale, Kandel, and Nickelodeon teamed up with the Canadian company Cinar[image: External link], and as a part of the deal the show was filmed in Richmond, British Columbia[image: External link] and in the Greater Montreal[image: External link] area of Quebec[image: External link], including their suburbs.

The series premiered with the episode "The Tale of the Twisted Claw" as a pilot[image: External link] on Halloween 1990 on the Canadian television network YTV[image: External link] and it aired until June 11, 2000. The show then premiered on Nickelodeon's SNICK[image: External link] on August 15, 1992 and aired until April 20, 1996. The show was both a critical and commercial success, garnering numerous awards as the series progressed.[2]

A revival series with new directors, writers, and cast was produced by Nickelodeon from 1999 to 2000 and also aired on SNICK. The sole member from the original lineup to return for the sixth and seventh seasons was Tucker (Daniel DeSanto[image: External link]), although Gary (Ross Hull[image: External link]) returned for the concluding show, which notably broke from the show's established format by blurring the line between story and "reality".



TOP
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 Background




Both series of Are You Afraid of the Dark? revolved around a group of teenagers who referred to themselves as "The Midnight Society." Every week, at a secret location in the woods, one member would tell a scary story to the group. The actual story, rather than the telling, was displayed to the television viewer. The story was shown between the group's arrival at the site and their departure. Each storyteller would begin his story by saying "Submitted for the approval of the Midnight Society, I call this story..." at which point he or she would toss a handful of "midnight dust" from a leather pouch into a campfire to heighten the flames and produce an eerie white smoke. Creator MacHale wrote the line "submitted for the approval of" as a nod to the show The Twilight Zone[image: External link], in which creator Rod Serling[image: External link] would, after introducing the episode, say "submitted for your approval." The storyteller would continue by announcing its title (The Tale of...).

The themes of the stories usually revolves around a variety of paranormal phenomena[image: External link], such as demons, ghosts, magic, haunted houses, magical curses, aliens, witches, vampires, werewolves, and the like coming into contact with average youths. Usually, the episodes were either filmed in the woods, in abandoned houses, or in public places like schools or libraries.

Sources of these tales vary in different ways; many were adaptations of public domain[image: External link] fairy tales[image: External link] and short stories or urban legends[image: External link]. For example, the episode "The Tale of the Twisted Claw" is an adaptation of W. W. Jacobs[image: External link]' legendary short story "The Monkey's Paw[image: External link]."

Sometimes, the stories were inspired by a certain event in the life of the storyteller. In the episode "The Tale of the Crimson Clown," for instance, Tucker blackmailed[image: External link] his brother Gary with a poem he had found, which Gary had written for Samantha. Gary then told a story in which a naughty younger brother was punished cruelly for his evil deeds. At the end of the episode, Tucker gave the poem back to his brother.
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 Types of endings




Many of the horror stories on Are You Afraid of the Dark? ended with a "happy ending"; for example, in the episode "The Tale of the Lonely Ghost," a dead child and her elderly mother are reunited. Nearly every story focused on ending with a resolution and the main character's safe escape from whatever trouble had come upon them.

However, the occasional episode would deviate from this formula, usually ending with the demise of the character. In one notable case, "The Tale of the Dark Music," the unseen monster offers the lead character anything he wants in exchange for humans as food (which could still be interpreted as a happy ending for the lead character). Another, more extreme example, is seen in "The Tale of Vampire Town," where the lead character, a goth[image: External link] character who is obsessed with vampires, abandons the dark clothing and such by the end of the episode, only to be turned into a vampire himself. Arguably the darkest example is found in "The Tale of the Pinball Wizard," where the protagonist finds himself trapped in a giant, lethal pinball[image: External link] game, and believes he must complete the game to escape. He is nearly killed several times, and after he barely manages to win, the game simply restarts. The story ends with the character realizing that he is doomed to repeat the game until it kills him, as a punishment from his boss for playing the pinball game on the job despite explicit order not to.

At the end of most episodes, one character (usually Gary in the first run and Tucker in the second run of the show) would throw a red bucket of water onto the fire, stating "I declare this meeting of the Midnight Society closed," and the group would leave the campsite, thus ending the storytelling. Sometimes, the story would be related to an event (e.g. in "The Tale of Laughing in the Dark," Kristen, who was afraid of clowns, ran off when Eric put on a clown mask. Then, everyone chased after her). This would cause either Gary or Tucker to hurriedly dump the water on the fire, and the Midnight Society would run off to wherever they go after meetings, most likely back to their homes.
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 Episodes




Main article: List of Are You Afraid of the Dark? episodes[image: External link]




	Season
	Episodes
	Originally aired



	Season premiere[image: External link]
	Season finale[image: External link]



	YTV[image: External link] (Canada)
	Nickelodeon[image: External link] (US)
	YTV[image: External link] (Canada)
	Nickelodeon[image: External link] (US)



	Original



	
	1[image: External link]
	13
	October 31, 1990
	August 15, 1992
	June 19, 1991
	November 14, 1992



	
	2[image: External link]
	13
	September 25, 1991
	June 19, 1993
	January 22, 1992
	October 2, 1993



	
	3[image: External link]
	13
	October 28, 1992
	January 8, 1994
	January 20, 1993
	April 16, 1994



	
	4[image: External link]
	13
	November 17, 1993
	October 1, 1994
	January 19, 1994
	January 21, 1995



	
	5[image: External link]
	13
	October 7, 1995
	April 20, 1996



	Revived



	
	6[image: External link]
	13
	February 27, 1999
	May 15, 1999



	
	7[image: External link]
	13
	April 2, 2000
	June 11, 2000
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 Characters and cast




Main article: List of Are You Afraid of the Dark? cast members[image: External link]


Each member of the Midnight Society from 1991 to 1996 has a distinct personality, and a notable trend in their storytelling. Though not all of their stories have similar styles and plots, in many of the stories, each character carries a unique aspect that reflects the nature of the storyteller, and what they find to be most important to themselves. In the second generation, the characters derive their stories more from events that happen during the days leading up to the society meetings instead of from their personal interests and views. Many of the later episodes were simply given to a random society member to tell.



	Role
	Actor/Actress
	Years
	Notes



	The Midnight Society (1991–1996)



	Gary
	Ross Hull[image: External link][3]
	1991–1996
	Appeared in "The Tale of the Silver Sight", 3 episodes, in 2000.



	Betty Ann
	Raine Pare-Coull
	1991–1996
	



	Kiki
	Jodie Resther[image: External link]
	1991–1996
	



	Frank Moore
	Jason Alisharan
	1991–1995
	



	Tucker
	Daniel DeSanto[image: External link]
	1993–1996
	



	Samantha
	JoAnna Garcia[image: External link]
	1993–1996
	



	Kristen
	Rachel Blanchard[image: External link]
	1991–1993
	



	David
	Nathaniel Moreau
	1991–1993
	



	Stig
	Codie Wilbee
	1995–1996
	



	Eric
	Jacob Tierney[image: External link]
	1991–1992
	



	The Midnight Society (1999–2000)



	Quinn
	Kareem Blackwell
	1999–2000
	



	Megan
	Elisha Cuthbert[image: External link][4]
	1999–2000
	



	Vange
	Vanessa Lengies[image: External link]
	1999–2000
	



	Tucker
	Daniel DeSanto[image: External link]
	1999–2000
	



	Andy
	David Deveau
	1999–2000
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 First generation





	
Gary: An unassuming, bookish-looking boy and the founder of this generation of the Midnight Society. Gary has a distinct fascination with magic, especially where the magician Houdini is concerned. His stories tend to revolve around cursed or enchanted objects with supernatural[image: External link] properties, and how – in the wrong hands – they can cause disaster, for both the holder and those around them. His stories have the recurring character "Sardo" in them; most of his stories have the main character buying an enchanted item from Sardo's shop. In the 3-part episode, "The Tale of the Silver Sight," Gary reveals that his grandfather was the founder of the Midnight Society and that it was his grandfather's stories that inspired him to recreate the group.

	
Betty Ann: A vibrant girl who has an open and eager passion for the bizarre and twisted. Her stories often include themes where an alien or supernatural force is either trying to break into the world of the characters, or else trying to drag them into their own unnatural realms. Her stories tend to have twists reminiscent of Twilight Zone episodes, hinting that the protagonists of her stories have not yet escaped danger.

	
Kiki: A spunky, tomboyish[image: External link] girl who often makes fun of others. Many of her stories involve plots where the danger of carelessness or deceitfulness, as well as the danger of the past repeating itself. Also notable is that a large number of the characters in her stories are also of African descent, though the trend dies off later on in the series. One story she came up with had to be read by Gary due to her suffering from laryngitis at the time.

	
Frank: A punkish teenager with an in-your-face attitude. Though his stories don't often have a running theme, they do often have the recurring character Dr. Vink appear as the villain, or at least, the creator of the story's antagonist. In season five, he and his family moved away.

	
Tucker: Gary's younger brother and the youngest member of the Midnight Society. Due to his age, he is often portrayed as youthfully obnoxious. His stories tend to involve family relationships that are at first sour, but grow in strength in the face of adversity, possibly reflecting his relationship with his brother Gary. There is also a running theme of the characters accidentally unleashing evil upon their world. After Gary left, he took over his place as the president of The Midnight Society. Once Tucker is in charge, he's less of a brat and more of a serious leader like his older brother. He is the only character to appear in both generations of the Midnight Society.

	
Sam: A shy girl with an obvious mutual crush on Gary, which becomes one of the highlighted arcs of both their developments in the series. Reflecting this affection for Gary, Sam's stories tend to have more of a strong theme of love, and its endurance even beyond death.

	
Kristen: A girl who, though squeamish about much else, has a fondness for ghost stories and fairy tales. She has a growing crush on David, and their affection for each other is a developing arc in the first few seasons. She likes to dress up for her storytelling, and her stories almost always deal with ghosts from the past who have unfinished business that they cannot complete without the aid of the living. In season 3, she left the Midnight Society due to her and her family moving.

	
David: A quiet boy with a mysterious expression. Reflecting his introverted nature and need to deal with his crush on Kristen, David's stories tend to be less about malignant outside forces, and more to do with the evil of past events left unresolved, or the darkness inside normal people, and the consequences of not dealing with their actions. In season 3, he and his family moved away.

	
Stig: His nickname may come from the term stigma, as he is marked an outsider for his notable lack of hygiene. Stig is the last member to be initiated into this generation of the Midnight Society. As such, he has only two stories in the series before the cast is changed. Due to the aversion people seem to have against him for his looks, both his stories seem to revolve around outsiders judged for their appearances and tastes.

	
Eric: Eric is portrayed as a diminutive teenager with visible Irish ancestry that influences his first story. As he has only had two stories in the first season before his character was cut, there is no visible theme in his storytelling. In his short run on the show, Eric was shown to be rather snide and negative, spending most of the time making sarcastic remarks and antagonizing the other members, especially Frank. He is the only character to leave the show without any explanation for his departure.
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 Second generation




Several years after the last meeting of the Midnight Society, Tucker returns to reinitialize the meetings, inviting his own circle of friends to reform the Midnight Society.


	
Quinn: Quinn is usually getting in trouble at school and at home, but he is a smart kid that likes to make fun of Andy teamed up with Vange. His stories will make you cringe.

	
Vange: Vange (short for Evangeline) is the youngest of the New Midnight Society. She is a tomboy and doesn't have a problem with speaking her mind. Teamed up with Quinn she makes fun of Andy a lot.

	
Andy: Andy is very sweet and kind. He is always being made fun of by Quinn and Vange for having more muscle than brains. He lives on a farm with his family. He often works there before and after school. Andy is closest to Megan.

	
Megan: Megan is a rich kid who is not very comfortable in the woods. She would rather hold the New Midnight Society Meetings in her own, well-managed, backyard. Tucker, not being the stickler his brother was, lets Megan refurnish the campfire with some comfortable old couches. She seems to have a soft spot for Andy.
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 Recurring characters




One of the more significant recurring characters was Sardo (Richard Dumont[image: External link]), owner of "Sardo's Magic Mansion" (a magic shop). He would often attempt to sell a character a "prized" item, succeeding almost every single time. He often had items in his shop that contained real properties of magic, yet did not know until it was revealed in the story. One of the most memorable recurring jokes in the series occurred when someone would address him as "Mr. Sardo." He would then get irritated and exclaim: "That's SarDO! No mister; accent on the doh!" Another recurring line was: "Have you seen our vomit?" Additionally, when selling someone an item, he would often ask a rather high price. The main character would mention how much money they had, and Sardo would grab the money saying, "But I'm losing on the deal." Although he rarely got what he wanted, he would often end up helping the characters, often unintentionally. He appeared in Gary's stories, although in the later seasons, he appeared in two of Tucker's and one of David's in the episode "The Tale Of The Dark Dragon."

Another recurring character was Dr. Vink (Aron Tager[image: External link]). He was a physically imposing man who would often appear as a mad scientist, sorcerer, and the like. When he enters, he introduces himself by saying, "Vink's the name. Dr. Vink." He would also get his name mispronounced, usually something like "Dr. Fink?" When this happened, he would respond "Vink. With a va-va-va!" Often, the protagonist would call him a "nutbag" behind his back, assuming he could not hear him, only to have him reply later, "...and I am not a nutbag." Unlike Sardo whose character was set in a magic shop, Dr. Vink had many 'unique endeavors' as he called them, for his stories. These ranged from living deep in the woods conducting strange nature experiments, being a retired filmmaker, owning his own restaurant as head chef and lastly a barbershop. His activities were usually villainous and designed to put the characters in peril and allow him the last laugh. However, in his last appearance, "The Tale of Cutter's Treasure" (which was told by both Frank and Gary), he allied himself with Sardo and the main characters without his usual maliciousness. He appeared in Frank's stories. Aron Tager also played the carnival worker who stands in front of the Funhouse and invites people to go inside in the episode "The Tale of the Laughing in the Dark."

The character of Zeebo the Clown, also played by Tager, who appeared in "The Tale of the Laughing in the Dark" is referenced in several other stories, for example, in the episode "The Tale of the Whispering Walls," two children mention seeing him at a fun park, in the episode "The Tale of the Mystical Mirror", a girl says she will look like Zeebo if she wears too much lipstick, and in the episode "The Tale of the Crimson Clown" in the boys' room a video game called Zeebo's Big House can be seen on the desk with a picture of Zeebo on it as the title character. The video game was also mentioned in the episode "The Tale of Train Magic." Finally, in the episode "The Tale of the Night Shift," the teenage janitor is called Zeebo by his supervisor a few times at the beginning of the episode.

The villain, the "Ghastly Grinner" (star of "The Tale of the Ghastly Grinner"), like Zeebo the Clown, appears in a comic book that "Dark" characters read. In "Tale of the Ghastly Grinner", The Grinner is shown as being the star of a comic book.

Christian Tessier[image: External link] who appeared in "Laughing in The Dark" (1992) also appeared in "The Curious Camera" (1994).
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 Guest appearances




Although not nearly as prestigious as the guest stars of similar shows such as Tales from the Crypt[image: External link], The Twilight Zone[image: External link] and Tales from the Darkside[image: External link] there were a fair number of notable actors, many of whom would become much more famous later in their careers. Some of these include Mia Kirshner[image: External link], Bobcat Goldthwait[image: External link], Charles S. Dutton[image: External link], Ryan Gosling, Neve Campbell[image: External link], Will Friedle[image: External link], Melissa Joan Hart[image: External link], Kim Schraner[image: External link], Frank Gorshin[image: External link], Michael Greyeyes[image: External link] Hayden Christensen, Daniel Clark[image: External link], Ryan Cooley[image: External link], Tia Mowry[image: External link], Tamera Mowry[image: External link], Laura Vandervoort[image: External link], Danny Cooksey[image: External link], Tara Lipinski[image: External link], Jay Baruchel[image: External link], Jewel Staite[image: External link], Emmanuelle Chriqui[image: External link], Gilbert Gottfried[image: External link], Jennifer Finnigan[image: External link], Tatyana Ali[image: External link], Jennifer Irwin[image: External link], Aaron Ashmore[image: External link], Christopher Castile[image: External link], Christian Tessier[image: External link], Colin Ferguson[image: External link], Eddie Kaye Thomas[image: External link], Gregory Smith[image: External link], Emily VanCamp[image: External link], Harold Howard[image: External link], Jason Tremblay and Asia Vieira[image: External link].
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 In media




Main article: Are You Afraid of the Dark? (book series)[image: External link]


The television series spawned multiple licensed products. A PC game was made for the show titled Are You Afraid of the Dark?: The Tale of Orpheo's Curse.[5] A board game was made titled Are You Afraid of the Dark?: The Game.[6] Perhaps the most prominent of products from the franchise's merchandising was a series of books[image: External link] written by various authors between 1995 and 1998.[7]
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 VHS releases




Three VHS tapes were released by Sony Wonder. Ghostly Tales which included the episodes, "The Tale of the Shiny Red Bicycle" and "The Tale of the Frozen Ghost" plus a bonus: "Feel the Fear" music video and was released on March 22, 1994,[8] Nightmare Tales which included the episodes, "The Tale of the Final Wish" and "The Tale of the Dream Machine" and was released on May 31, 1994 [9] and The Tale of Cutter's Treasure which was released on June 13, 1995.[10]

In addition, episodes of the series were included on two compilation tapes of SNICK programming, both of which were released on August 31, 1993; "The Tale of the Lonely Ghost" was included on Nick Snicks Friendship, and "The Tale of the Hungry Hounds" was included on Nick Snicks the Family.
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 DVD releases




Direct Source released all seven seasons of Are You Afraid of the Dark? on DVD in Region 1 for the very first time between 2006 and 2008. The first five seasons were released in Canada only while season 6 & 7 were released in Canada and the US. The company also released a joint collection of Season 1 & Season 2/Season 3 & Season 4 as a boxset. These releases have been discontinued and are now out of print.

On April 8, 2013, it was announced that Berkshire Axis Media had acquired the rights to the series (Canada only) and would be re-releasing it. Season 1 was re-released on May 28, 2013.[11] Season 2 was re-released on October 15, 2013.[12]

In Region 2, Revelation Films[image: External link] released the first four seasons on DVD in the UK in 2007/2008.[13][14]

Nickelodeon is also re-releasing the series to DVD in the US through Amazon.com's CreateSpace[image: External link] service beginning with two random-episode "volumes" released in 2013. However, those releases were canceled and were followed by proper season set releases beginning in 2014.[15][16]

On December 1, 2014, it was announced that Madman Films[image: External link] had acquired the rights to the series in Australia, and would be releasing the series thought Via Vision Entertainment.[17][18][19][20]



	Release name
	Ep #
	Region 1 (US)
	Region 1 (Canada)
	Region 2 (UK)
	Region 4 (Australia)



	The Complete 1st Season
	13
	June 23, 2014[21]
	18 April 2006

May 28, 2013 (re-release)
	N/A
	February 4, 2015[18]



	The Complete 2nd Season
	13
	June 26, 2014[22]
	November 28, 2006

October 15, 2013 (re-release)
	N/A
	March 11, 2015[19]



	The Complete 3rd Season
	13
	September 24, 2014[23]
	April 24, 2007
	N/A
	April 10, 2015[20]



	The Complete 4th Season
	13
	October 2, 2014 [24]
	November 13, 2007[25]
	N/A
	N/A



	The Complete 5th Season
	13
	October 15, 2014[23]
	February 26, 2008[26]
	N/A
	N/A



	The Complete 6th Season
	13
	N/A
	April 29, 2008
	April 29, 2008[27]
	N/A



	The Complete 7th Season
	13
	N/A
	August 19, 2008
	August 19, 2008[28]
	N/A



	The Complete Series 1 & 2
	26
	N/A
	N/A
	March 5, 2007
	N/A



	The Complete Series 3 & 4
	26
	N/A
	N/A
	April 7, 2008
	N/A
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 Online distribution




On October 17, 2011, "Are You Afraid of the Dark?: Volume 1" was released on iTunes and Amazon on Demand.[29]

On January 30, 2012, "Are You Afraid of the Dark?: Volume 2" was released on iTunes and Amazon on Demand.[30]

On April 30, 2012, "Are You Afraid of the Dark?: Volume 3" was released on iTunes and Amazon on Demand.

On August 6, 2012, "Are You Afraid of the Dark?: Volume 4" was released on iTunes and Amazon on Demand.[31]

On August 20, 2012, "Are You Afraid of the Dark?: Volume 5" was released on iTunes and Amazon on Demand.
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Goosebumps (TV series)






This article is about the series. For the book, see Goosebumps. For the film, see Goosebumps (film)[image: External link]. For the video game, see Goosebumps (video game series)[image: External link]. For other uses, see Goosebumps (disambiguation)[image: External link].

Goosebumps is a horror[image: External link] anthology[image: External link] television series[image: External link] based on R. L. Stine[image: External link]'s best-selling Goosebumps book series.

It was filmed in Toronto[image: External link], Ontario[image: External link] and Bellevue, Washington[image: External link].[1]



TOP
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 Summary




Anthology series about kids, pre-teens and teenagers finding themselves in eerie and unusual situations, typically involving supernatural elements.
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 Networks




Goosebumps originally began airing on YTV[image: External link] (in English) and Canal Famille[image: External link] (in French) in Canada and on Fox Kids in the United States starting in 1995 and ending in 1998, with reruns on Fox Family[image: External link] lasting until 1999 and 2001 respectively. Every October from 2007 to 2009, Cartoon Network[image: External link] aired the episodes. From September 6, 2011 until 2014, The Hub[image: External link] broadcast the series.
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 Opening sequences




The opening sequence starts with a man dressed in black carrying his briefcase up a hill. The name engraved on the briefcase reveals the mysterious man to be Goosebumps' author, R. L. Stine[image: External link]. A strong wind blows, opening Stine's case, and his papers fly out, one of which turns into a "G" seen on the Goosebumps logo, only it was black shadow, and glides through an unnamed town. The "G" passes by a woman on a billboard, making her unhappy, and passes by a dog on a porch, which causes its eyes to glow demonically (this shot is referenced in the episode "My Hairiest Adventure"; Larry says "Now this seems familiar...". The same shot was also used in continuity links in UK airings on Fox Kids). The "G" then creeps past a tree, down a sidewalk, and into the front door of a house and begins showing a quick montage of clips from several episodes with an announcer growling, "Viewer, beware, you're in for a scare!", remade from the tagline, "Reader, beware, you're in for a scare!" used in the Goosebumps book series.

In season two, the opening was shortened, speeding up the Goosebumps "G" gliding through town and removing the quick episode montage in the doorway.

In season three, the show was renamed "Ultimate Goosebumps" and the opening underwent a few changes. A green slime and a lightning effect were added when the man in black walks up the hill with his briefcase and his papers fly out. However, instead of a paper turning into a G-shaped shadow and being blown through town, the man in black turns into bats which fly at the screen. The quick episode montage was added back but clips from episodes across the three seasons were used. There are some episodes that don't include the "Ultimate Goosebumps" name, so the short season two opening was used. The intertitle also showed the logo above a puddle of slime in which a link to the Scholastic website was visible.

In season four, the show removed the "Ultimate" from its name but retained the season three opening sequence. In some markets, this opening was also used in reruns of the first two seasons. Some Cartoon Network airing use a slow motion clip of the season 1 and 2 inner title.

Hour-long specials The Haunted Mask I & II, A Night In Terror Tower, The Werewolf of Fever Swamp, Welcome to Dead House and Night of the Living Dummy III don't use the opening sequence at all but instead have R.L. Stine talking at the beginning and end of those episodes.

The opening music was composed by Jack Lenz[image: External link].
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 Home Media
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 VHS releases
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 United Kingdom






	Release name

	Release date

	Classifaction

	Publisher

	Format

	Language
	Subtitles
	Notes

	REF



	The Haunted Mask[image: External link]
	3 March 1997
	PG
	CBS Fox
	PAL
	English
	None
	
	[2]



	The Werewolf of Fever Swamp[image: External link]
	23 February 1998
	12
	CBS Fox
	PAL
	English
	None
	
	[3]



	Night of the Living Dummy III[image: External link]
	1 October 1999
	PG
	CBS Fox
	PAL
	English
	None
	
	[4]



	Welcome to Camp Nightmare[image: External link]
	1 October 1999
	PG
	CBS Fox
	PAL
	English
	None
	
	[5]



	A Night in Terror Tower[image: External link]
	1 October 1999
	PG
	CBS Fox
	PAL
	English
	None
	
	[6]



	Stay Out of the Basement[image: External link]
	1 October 1999
	PG
	CBS Fox
	PAL
	English
	None
	
	[7]



	The Haunted Mask II[image: External link]
	1 October 1999
	PG
	CBS Fox
	PAL
	English
	None
	
	[8]



	One Day at HorrorLand[image: External link]
	11 October 1999
	PG
	CBS Fox
	PAL
	English
	None
	
	[9]



	Return of the Mummy[image: External link]
	Unknown
	PG
	CBS Fox
	PAL
	English
	None
	
	[10]



	Welcome to Dead House[image: External link]
	Unknown
	PG
	CBS Fox
	PAL
	English
	None
	
	[11]
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 United States






	Release name

	Release date

	Classifaction

	Publisher

	Stock Number

	Format

	Language
	Subtitles
	Notes

	REF



	The Haunted Mask[image: External link]
	12 March 1996
	N/A
	20th Century Fox
	4461
	NTSC
	English
	None
	
	[12]



	Stay Out of the Basement[image: External link]
	3 September 1996
	N/A
	20th Century Fox
	4464
	NTSC
	English
	None
	
	[13]



	A Night in Terror Tower[image: External link]
	3 September 1996
	N/A
	20th Century Fox
	4463
	NTSC
	English
	None
	
	[14]



	The Werewolf of Fever Swamp[image: External link]
	25 March 1997
	N/A
	20th Century Fox
	4394
	NTSC
	English
	None
	
	[15]



	The Haunted Mask II[image: External link]
	29 July 1997
	N/A
	20th Century Fox
	4398
	NTSC
	English
	None
	
	[16]



	Welcome to Dead House[image: External link]
	23 September 1997
	N/A
	20th Century Fox
	6040
	NTSC
	English
	None
	
	[17]



	Night of the Living Dummy III[image: External link]
	13 January 1998
	N/A
	20th Century Fox
	4399
	NTSC
	English
	None
	
	[18]



	The Haunted Mask[image: External link]

A Night in Terror Tower[image: External link]

Stay Out of the Basement[image: External link]
	19 May 1998
	N/A
	20th Century Fox
	4461

4463

4464

	NTSC
	English
	None
	VHS Pack
	[19]



	The Werewolf of Fever Swamp[image: External link]

The Haunted Mask II[image: External link]

Welcome to Dead House[image: External link]
	19 May 1998
	N/A
	20th Century Fox
	4394

4398

6040
	NTSC
	English
	None
	VHS Pack
	[20]



	Bride of the Living Dummy[image: External link]

An Old Story[image: External link]
	15 September 1998
	N/A
	20th Century Fox
	0498
	NTSC
	English
	None
	2 Episode on 1 VHS
	[21]



	One Day at HorrorLand[image: External link]
	15 September 1998
	N/A
	20th Century Fox
	0496
	NTSC
	English
	None
	Part 1 & 2
	[22]



	Werewolf Skin
	15 September 1998
	N/A
	20th Century Fox
	0497
	NTSC
	English
	None
	Part 1 & 2
	[23]
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 DVD releases




Beginning in 2004, 20th Century Fox began releasing the series on DVD in individual volumes, initially containing one episode per disc but later changed to two episodes per disc. Later releases included either two discs or multiple episodes on one disc.
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 Original releases




(With two episodes per disc, except for Chillogy):



	Release name
	UK release date

(region 2)
	Australian release date

(region 4)
	North American release date

(region 1)
	Notes



	The Haunted Mask II[image: External link]
	-
	-
	7 September 2004[24]
	



	Night of the Living Dummy III[image: External link]
	-
	-
	7 September 2004[25]
	



	Welcome to Dead House[image: External link]
	-
	-
	7 September 2004[26]
	



	The Werewolf of Fever Swamp[image: External link]
	-
	-
	7 September 2004[27]
	



	Cry of the Cat[image: External link]
	-
	-
	12 April 2005[28]
	



	Deep Trouble[image: External link]
	-
	-
	12 April 2005[29]
	



	How I Got My Shrunken Head[image: External link]
	-
	-
	12 April 2005[30]
	



	Chillogy
	-
	-
	6 September 2005[31]
	Contains all three episodes



	The Ghost Next Door[image: External link]
	-
	-
	6 September 2005[32]
	



	Scary House
	-
	-
	6 September 2005[33]
	Contains The Haunted House Game and The House of No Return[image: External link]



	A Shocker on Shock Street[image: External link]
	-
	-
	5 September 2006[34]
	Also contains Click[image: External link]



	Perfect School
	-
	-
	5 September 2006[35]
	



	My Best Friend Is Invisible[image: External link]
	-
	-
	5 September 2006[36]
	Also contains An Old Story[image: External link]



	It Came from Beneath the Sink![image: External link]
	-
	-
	11 September 2007[37]
	Also contains Strained Peas[image: External link]



	Night of the Living Dummy[image: External link]
	-
	-
	11 September 2007[38]
	Contains Night of the Living Dummy II[image: External link] and Bride of the Living Dummy[image: External link]



	Say Cheese and Die![image: External link]
	-
	-
	11 September 2007[39]
	Also contains Say Cheese and Die – Again![image: External link]





[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Double features




On 16 September 2008, twelve of the above sixteen discs were re-released in new double-feature sets, containing the same episodes as before.



	Release name
	UK release date

(region 2)
	Australian release date

(region 4)
	North American release date

(region 1)
	Notes



	Night of the Living Dummy/

How I Got My Shrunken Head
	-
	-
	16 September 2008[40]
	



	Scary House/

Chillogy
	–
	–
	16 September 2008[41]
	



	Perfect School/

My Best Friend Is Invisible
	–
	–
	16 September 2008[42]
	



	It Came from Beneath the Sink/

Deep Trouble
	–
	–
	16 September 2008[43]
	



	Ghost Next Door/

Shocker on Shock Street
	–
	–
	16 September 2008[44]
	



	Cry of the Cat/

Say Cheese and Die
	–
	–
	16 September 2008[45]
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 Revival releases




Starting in 2008, new DVD sets were released to coincide with the Goosebumps HorrorLand[image: External link] revival books. Unlike the original releases, these sets include three to four 22-minute episodes, instead of two. They also feature new cover art, as opposed to previous releases which used the cover art for the corresponding series book. Many of the previously released titles have been re-released as well, but only new releases are included in this list.



	Release name
	UK release date

(region 2)
	Australian release date

(region 4)
	North American release date

(region 1)
	Notes



	A Night in Terror Tower[image: External link]
	–
	–
	16 September 2008[46]
	Also contains Stay Out of the Basement[image: External link]



	Monster Blood[image: External link]
	–
	–
	16 September 2008[47]
	Also contains More Monster Blood, How to Kill a Monster[image: External link], and The Girl Who Cried Monster[image: External link]



	One Day at HorrorLand[image: External link]
	–
	–
	16 September 2008[48]
	Also contains Welcome To Camp Nightmare[image: External link]



	Return of the Mummy[image: External link]
	–
	–
	31 March 2009[49]
	Also contains Don't Wake Mummy and You Can't Scare Me![image: External link]



	The Scarecrow Walks At Midnight[image: External link]
	–
	–
	31 March 2009[49]
	Also contains Don't Go To Sleep![image: External link] and Calling All Creeps[image: External link]



	The Headless Ghost[image: External link]
	–
	–
	8 September 2009[50]
	Also contains Teacher's Pet[image: External link] and Awesome Ants[image: External link]



	Attack of the Jack O'Lanterns[image: External link]
	–
	–
	8 September 2009[50]
	Also contains Vampire Breath[image: External link] and Let's Get Invisible![image: External link]



	The Blob That Ate Everyone[image: External link]
	–
	–
	7 September 2010:[51]
	Also contains Piano Lessons Can Be Murder[image: External link] and My Hairiest Adventure[image: External link]



	Go Eat Worms![image: External link]
	–
	–
	7 September 2010:[51]
	Also contains Bad Hare Day[image: External link] and Revenge of the Lawn Gnomes[image: External link]



	Ghost Beach[image: External link]
	–
	–
	13 September 2011[52]
	Also contains The Barking Ghost[image: External link] and Be Careful What You Wish For...[image: External link]



	Attack of the Mutant[image: External link]
	–
	–
	13 September 2011[52]
	Also contains Phantom of the Auditorium[image: External link]






	Release name
	UK release date

(region 2)
	Australian release date

(region 4)
	North American release date

(region 1)
	Notes



	The Scarecrow Walks at Midnight/

A Night in Terror Tower
	–
	–
	11 September 2012[53]
	



	The Headless Ghost/

Ghost Beach
	–
	–
	11 September 2012[53]
	



	One Day at HorrorLand/

Go Eat Worms!
	–
	–
	11 September 2012[53]
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 Season sets




On November 26, 2012, Revelation Films[image: External link] started to release season sets of the series in the United Kingdom (DVD region 2).



	Release name
	Release date
	Notes



	Season One
	26 November 2012[54]

	



	Season Two
	25 March 2013[55]

	



	Seasons Three and Four
	19 August 2013[56]

	



	The Complete Collection
	28 October 2013[57]

	




On April 2, 2014, Madman Entertainment[image: External link] released the entire series in four DVD sets as well as a "Most Wanted Collection" in Australia and New Zealand (DVD region 4).



	Release name
	Release date
	Notes



	Season One
	4 February 2014[58]

	



	Season Two
	7 May 2014[59]

	



	Season Three
	4 June 2014[60]

	



	Season Four
	9 July 2014[61]

	



	Goosebumps - Most Wanted
	9 July 2014[62]
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 Online





	The complete series is now on iTunes.[63][64][65][66]


	The series is available for streaming on Netflix[image: External link] (United States, United Kingdom, and Canada).,[67]
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 Goosebumps Presents




The books in the original Goosebumps series[image: External link] that were made into episodes of the Goosebumps television series were subsequently rereleased in a series called Goosebumps Presents. The main difference between the books in this series and their original publications is that the Goosebumps Presents editions contained photos from the corresponding episodes. Eighteen books were released from 1996 to 1998.



	#
	Title
	Original published date
	Pages
	ISBN



	01
	The Girl Who Cried Monster
	February 1996
	57
	ISBN 0-590-74586-7[image: External link]



	Telling so many tall-tale monster[image: External link] stories that she is disgusting her friends and family, Lucy Dark doesn't know what to do when she discovers a "real" monster in the summer reading program librarian[image: External link]. 



	02
	The Cuckoo Clock of Doom
	May 1996
	56
	ISBN 0-590-74587-5[image: External link]



	Deciding to get even with his bratty little sister[image: External link], who always gets him in trouble, Michael Webster fiddles with their father's antique clock[image: External link], planning to blame Tara, and accidentally[image: External link] sets time backwards. 



	03
	Welcome to Camp Nightmare
	July 1996
	68
	ISBN 0-590-74588-3[image: External link]



	Billy Harlan enjoys the days of baseball[image: External link], archery[image: External link], and swimming[image: External link] at Camp Nightmoon until a series of strange accidents plague his fellow campers, and Billy begins to suspect that he will be next. 



	04
	Return of the Mummy
	September 1996
	64
	ISBN 0-590-74589-1[image: External link]



	Full-color photographs from the television show illustrate the Egyptian adventure of Gabe and his cousin Sari, who find themselves trapped in a mummy's tomb while the mummy is somewhere outside. 



	05
	Night of the Living Dummy II
	November 1996
	56
	ISBN 0-590-74590-5[image: External link]



	Slappy, the Evil ventriloquist dummy, comes to the home of aspiring young ventriloquist Amy and proves to her that he can walk, talk, and make plenty of trouble all by himself. 



	06
	My Hairiest Adventure
	December 1996
	64
	ISBN 0-590-82519-4[image: External link]



	Larry and his friends slap on some tanning lotion found in the garage, believing that they will get great tans (despite being expired), but Larry begins to sprout hair, his friends start to vanish one by one (with their parents denying that they ever existed), and dogs chasing Larry more so than usual. 



	07
	The Headless Ghost
	December 1996
	64
	ISBN 0-590-93954-8[image: External link]



	Deciding to go ghost hunting[image: External link] in Hill House, a seaside house said to be haunted, two friends encounter a strange boy who may be the ghost[image: External link] of a boy who was beheaded by a deranged sea captain. 



	08
	Be Careful What You Wish for
	January 1997
	59
	ISBN 0-590-93955-6[image: External link]



	Sick of being bullied and being a total klutz, Samantha is granted three wishes after helping a strange lady in black find her way home, but Samantha discovers that the wishes granted to her have a nasty way of backfiring. 



	09
	Go Eat Worms!
	February 1997
	56
	ISBN 0-590-93959-9[image: External link]



	Todd's worm obsession turns sticky (and slimy) when his test subjects begin stalking him. 



	10
	Bad Hare Day
	March 1997
	57
	ISBN 0-590-93960-2[image: External link]



	Tim Swanson loves Amaz-O the magician so much that he steals a bag of the performer's tricks, and soon Tim's life is taken over by a talking rabbit[image: External link] with an evil[image: External link] mind and shameless scruples. 



	11
	Let's Get Invisible!
	April 1997
	58
	ISBN 0-590-93968-8[image: External link]



	Discovering a strange, magic mirror that enables them to become invisible[image: External link], Max and his friends are delighted until it becomes increasingly difficult for them to become visible again. 



	12
	Attack of the Mutant
	May 1997
	63
	ISBN 0-590-93969-6[image: External link]



	Skipper Matthews adores comic books[image: External link], especially those featuring the evil[image: External link] supervillain Masked Mutant, until he is drawn into a terrifying adventure and must save the world from the sinister schemes of the Masked Mutant himself. 



	13
	Ghost Beach
	June 1997
	59
	ISBN 0-590-29994-8[image: External link]



	Exploring a cave by the beach, Jerry and his sister Terri ignore the warnings of local kids Sam and Louisa that the cave is haunted until they find out that the ghosts on the beach are closer than they think. 



	14
	You Can't Scare Me!
	July 1997
	60
	ISBN 0-590-30663-4[image: External link]



	Eddie and his friends set out to scare show-off Courtney – but the town's legendary mud monsters (mud-covered zombies of the town's drowned settlers) have plans of their own to make Eddie and his friends scream. 



	15
	Monster Blood
	August 1997
	60
	ISBN 0-590-30547-6[image: External link]



	Evan and Andy find themselves in a sticky situation when they find a can of "Monster Blood" in an empty room of Evan's aunt's house – and the slime begins to grow to frightening proportions. 



	16
	Attack of the Jack-o'-Lanterns
	October 1997
	58
	ISBN 0-590-37511-3[image: External link]



	Drew Brockman notices that an evil[image: External link] transformation[image: External link] seems to have come over her friends Shane and Shana after they dress up like monsters[image: External link] with pumpkin heads for Halloween. 



	17
	Calling All Creeps!
	December 1997
	64
	ISBN 0-590-39058-9[image: External link]



	Nerdy Ricky Beamer's plan to get back at the girl who kicked him off the school newspaper turns into a plot to enslave humanity when a group of reptilian aliens begin calling Ricky after hours. 



	18
	Revenge of the Lawn Gnomes
	February 1998
	64
	ISBN 0-590-46441-8[image: External link]



	Pink flamingos[image: External link], plastic[image: External link] deer[image: External link]--Joe Burton's dad loves lawn ornaments and doesn't want to lose to his militant neighbor in the annual lawn contest. But when he brings home two little front yard gnomes[image: External link] with red stocking caps and shiny eyes, the terror begins. 
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	Are You Afraid of the Dark?

	The Nightmare Room[image: External link]

	R. L. Stine's The Haunting Hour: The Series[image: External link]
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The Believer (film)






This article is about the 2001 drama. For other films with similar titles, see Believer (disambiguation)[image: External link].

The Believer is a 2001 American drama film[image: External link] directed by Henry Bean and written by Bean and Mark Jacobson. It stars Ryan Gosling as Daniel Balint, a Jew who becomes a Neo-Nazi. The film is loosely based on the true story of Dan Burros[image: External link],[5] a member of the American Nazi Party[image: External link] and the New York branch of the United Klans of America[image: External link]. He committed suicide[image: External link] after being revealed as Jewish by a New York Times reporter.[6] It won the Grand Jury Prize[image: External link] at the 2001 Sundance Film Festival and the Golden St. George at the 23rd Moscow International Film Festival[image: External link].[7]



TOP
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 Plot




Daniel Balint is a former Jewish[image: External link] yeshiva[image: External link] student, brilliant but troubled, who is now a fanatically violent Neo-Nazi in New York[image: External link] in his early twenties. As a child, he often challenged his teachers with unorthodox interpretations of scripture. He once argued that the Binding of Isaac[image: External link] was not about Abraham[image: External link]'s faith but God's power: that God did not want Abraham to accomplish a particular task but instead asks unquestioning obedience, which Abraham refuses to give. He concluded that God is a bully[image: External link].

Daniel finds a meeting of fascists[image: External link] run by Curtis Zampf and Lina Moebius, where he also makes a connection with Lina's daughter Carla. Daniel advocates killing Jews, and a banker named Manzetti in particular, but Curtis and Lina oppose harming Jews on practical if not moral grounds. Impressed with Daniel's intelligence, Lina invites him to their camp retreat in the country. Afterward, Daniel and his fellow Neo-Nazi friends pick a fight with two African-American[image: External link] men, get arrested, and are bailed out of jail by Carla. He spends the night with her but returns to the home of his ailing father. Daniel searches his Hebrew school notebooks and finds a semiautomatic pistol. He is harangued by his sister Linda for his Nazi beliefs, but she also urges him to stay and have Shabbat[image: External link] dinner with their father. The men watch television, which is forbidden, leading them to commiserate on the incomprehensibility of Jewish law.

Guy Danielsen, a journalist writing an article on hate groups in the wake of the Oklahoma City Bombing[image: External link], meets Daniel for an interview. He listens to Daniel's antisemitic[image: External link] rant, then reveals that he had been in contact with Daniel's old rabbi Stanley Nadelman and knows that Daniel is Jewish. Daniel pulls out his pistol and threatens to commit suicide[image: External link] if Guy publishes the truth.

Daniel goes to Lina's fascist camp retreat, where he meets Drake, a skilled marksman, along with an explosives expert. Six of the retreat participants, including Daniel, go to a Jewish deli, where they mock the other patrons and torment the owner about Jewish dietary laws until a fight breaks out. After this fight, Daniel and his friends are required by a court to take sensitivity training, where they listen to the experiences of Holocaust[image: External link] survivors. One talks about how his infant son was murdered by a Nazi. Daniel is enraged that the man did nothing to save his son, but all the survivors assert that Daniel would also have done nothing to avoid being killed, and he walks out in anger.

The story will haunt him, and he imagines himself as both the Nazi and the Jew. Later that night, Daniel and the other Neo-Nazis break into a synagogue[image: External link], vandalize it, and plant a bomb under the pulpit. They also tear, trample, and spit on a Torah[image: External link] scroll, though Daniel protests. After they leave, Daniel takes the scroll and a tallit[image: External link] with him. The next morning, the Neo-Nazis hear on the news that the bomb failed to go off because the timer froze at thirteen minutes, which the rabbi explains is a mystical number[image: External link] in Judaism. He says that he believes this means that God protected the synagogue. Back in his cabin, Daniel cleans and repairs the scroll, envisioning himself as the Nazi soldier in the Holocaust survivor's story. He puts on the tallit under his shirt and performs a combination of the Nazi salute[image: External link] and a gesture used in Jewish prayers[image: External link].

Drake soon approaches him with a plan to kill Manzetti, so the two ambush him outside a temple, where Daniel fires but misses. Drake sees the tallit under Daniel's shirt and realizes that he is a Jew, so Daniel shoots him and escapes. He continues to meet with Lina and Curtis, who want to start an above-ground movement to bring fascism into the political mainstream, inviting Jews, blacks, and liberals. Daniel reluctantly agrees to help them raise funds. At the meetings that follow Daniel first charms, then enrages, their potential donors with his intellectual games, leading to his eventual expulsion. When the group hears that Manzetti was killed, Lina suspects Daniel, since he proposed the assassination, but Drake is the real killer.

In the meantime, Carla comforts Daniel and the two sleep together at his home. When she sees the stolen Torah, she asks Daniel to teach her Hebrew[image: External link], ostensibly for intellectual reasons. They also begin to practice Jewish rituals. He soon runs into an old friend and his fiancée, Stuart and Miriam, who invite him to a Rosh Hashanah[image: External link] service, assuming that he is an anti-racist skinhead[image: External link]. When Daniel arrives, another old friend calls him out as a racist skinhead. As he is leaving, Miriam, who works for the District Attorney[image: External link], tells him that half of the people in Lina Moebius' meetings are informants for the D.A. Later she asks Daniel to record conversations at a meeting so she can help him with possible charges stemming from the Manzetti killing. He refuses because as Miriam confesses she doesn't care about the truth, she only cares about Daniel.

As Yom Kippur[image: External link] approaches, Daniel calls Miriam and insists on taking Stuart's place reading the Torah[image: External link] at the bema[image: External link] on Yom Kippur. He and his friends plant a new bomb under the temple's pulpit even though they find it reinforced, limiting the explosion. When Daniel takes the pulpit the next day, he is shocked to see Carla in the congregation. He again imagines himself in the story the Holocaust survivor told him, this time as both the Nazi and the Jew. With five minutes to go, Daniel stops and tells to everyone to get out because there is a bomb, but refuses to leave himself.

Daniel is shown in a mystical vision, ascending the stairs in the Jewish school he left as a child. His old teacher approaches, hoping to talk about the Binding of Isaac, and suggests that Isaac died on the mountain and was reborn in the next world. But Daniel ignores him and keeps going, up, and up, infinitely, as his teacher urges him to stop, calling out, "There's nothing up there."
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 Cast





	
Ryan Gosling as Daniel "Danny" Balint

	Jacob Green as young Danny





	
Billy Zane[image: External link] as Curtis Zampf

	
Theresa Russell[image: External link] as Lina Moebius

	
Summer Phoenix[image: External link] as Carla Moebius

	
Ronald Guttman[image: External link] as Mr. Balint

	
Glenn Fitzgerald[image: External link] as Drake

	
Garret Dillahunt[image: External link] as Billings

	
Heather Goldenhersh[image: External link] as Linda

	
A. D. Miles[image: External link] as Guy Danielsen

	Tommy Nohilly as Whit

	
Henry Bean as Ilio Manzetti

	
Joshua Harto[image: External link] as Kyle

	Chuck Ardezzone as Chuck

	
Elizabeth Reaser[image: External link] as Miriam

	Dean Strober as Stuart

	Frank Winters as young Stuart





	Judah Lazarus as Avi

	James G. McCaffrey as young Avi





	
Sascha Knopf as Cindy Pomerantz

	
Tovah Feldshuh[image: External link] as Woman in Shul

	
Roberto Gari[image: External link] as Ancient Jew

	Eileen B. Weiss as Woman at Yom Kippur
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The Believer received an 82% approval rating on Rotten Tomatoes[image: External link] based on 90 reviews; the average rating is 7.3 out of 10. The consensus states: "Gosling commands the screen with a raw, electrifying performance."[8] The film also has a score of 75 on Metacritic based on 28 reviews.[9]

Jamie Russell of BBC Films[image: External link] said that it was "awe-inspiring ... a late contender for one of the best films of the year—an intellectually breathtaking, profoundly moving film."[10] Charlotte O'Sullivan of The Independent said, "It's naturally thrilling...The Believer is astonishing."[11] Time Out[image: External link] said, "the film is driven by Gosling's revelatory performance ... arresting, prickly, vaguely funny, even—'difficult' in the best sense."[12]

Todd McCarthy[image: External link] for Variety said, "Bean deals with the core elements of this odd, and oddly compelling, situation with admirable frankness and intelligence, but flounders around the edges. The tenets of Zampf and Moebius' political movement receive such scant attention that the scenes devoted to it are borderline ludicrous, and the masochistic impulses that seem to draw Carla to Danny—"Hurt me!," she begs at the start of their first sexual encounter, and he willingly obliges—are rote and undeveloped."[13]

Julie Salamon[image: External link] for The New York Times said, "This willfully provocative film portrait (...) offers lots of raging, vulgarity and shock but little insight into the character's psychopathology. (...) The movie's most telling moment comes when Danny confronts Holocaust survivors about why they allowed themselves to be brutalized. One of them, an old man, responds by asking, And what shall we learn from you, Daniel ? It's a good question, never answered.[14]

David Germain for The Washington Post said, "Even as he commits hate crimes and becomes an anti-Jewish rabble-rouser, the youth is torn between contempt for Jewish passivity during the Holocaust and reverence for the traditions of Judaism."[15]

Peter Travers for Rolling Stone[image: External link] said, "This is a touchy topic, notably for Rabbi Abraham Cooper of the Simon Wiesenthal Center[image: External link], who felt the film didn't work and has publicly said so. Without full-throttle support from the Jewish community, The Believer is on the ropes. Bean, a Conservative Jew from Philadelphia, is a screenwriter with a commercial track record, from Internal Affairs to Enemy of the State. (...) In Gosling, a Canadian actor who started at twelve as a TV Mouseketeer alongside Britney Spears before moving on to film (Remember the Titans), Bean has found the perfect actor. Gosling gives a great, dare-anything performance that will be talked of for ages.[16]
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	Antisemitism in the United States[image: External link]

	Self-hating Jew[image: External link]

	White supremacy[image: External link]
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Murder by Numbers






For the song by The Police[image: External link], see Murder by Numbers (song)[image: External link].

Murder by Numbers is a 2002 American psychological thriller[image: External link] film produced and directed by Barbet Schroeder[image: External link] starring Sandra Bullock, Ben Chaplin[image: External link], Ryan Gosling and Michael Pitt. It is loosely based on the Leopold and Loeb[image: External link] case.[2] The film was screened at the 2002 Cannes Film Festival[image: External link], but was not entered in competition.[3]



TOP



[image: TOC] TOC Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Plot




Richard Haywood (Gosling) and Justin Pendleton (Pitt) are high school classmates; Richard is wealthy and popular, while Justin is a brilliant introvert. After months of planning a "perfect crime", they abduct a woman at random, strangle her, and plant evidence implicating Richard's marijuana dealer, janitor Ray Feathers (Chris Penn[image: External link]). Detective Cassie Mayweather (Bullock) and her new partner, Sam Kennedy (Chaplin) investigate. Cassie sleeps with Sam early on—as she has with previous partners—but won't let him see her chest, and curtly sends him home afterward.

Footprints at the crime scene lead to Richard, and vomit nearby implicates Justin. Both have alibis, and deny knowing each other, but Cassie is convinced that Richard is the murderer and Justin is involved. Sam criticizes her refusal to consider other suspects, as most of the physical evidence points away from the two boys. Cassie's boss, Captain Rod Cody (R. D. Call[image: External link]), and her ex, Assistant D.A.[image: External link] Al Swanson (Tom Verica[image: External link]), fearing Richard's influential parents, take Cassie off the case. Sam, following the (planted) evidence, tracks down Ray. When Ray is found dead, apparently a suicide (actually killed by Richard), the woman's murder appears solved; but Sam decides that Cassie may be right, and continues the investigation.

Justin, who has a crush on classmate Lisa Mills (Agnes Bruckner[image: External link]), works up the courage to ask her out. A jealous Richard seduces Lisa, then gives Justin a video clip of the two having sex. Justin is enraged, but regains control, knowing Sam is still watching them. Cassie begins receiving calls from her ex-husband, Carl Hudson, who went to prison for stabbing her in the chest 17 times. His parole hearing is coming up, and he wants her to speak on his behalf. Cassie confides to Sam that although she became a cop to prove to herself that she wasn't a victim, she is terrified at the prospect of seeing Carl again. She also confesses that Richard reminds her of Carl—which is why she is convinced of Richard's guilt, and obsessed with proving it.

Sam and Cassie bring Richard and Justin in for separate interrogations, trying to induce each to implicate the other, but neither will talk, and both are released. At the victim's home, Cassie determines how the boys carried out the abduction and altered the physical evidence. Justin and Richard, knowing that Cassie is closing in on them, flee to an abandoned house, where Richard produces two pistols and proposes a mutual suicide. On the count of three, Justin shoots (into the air), but Richard does not. Justin demands to see Richard's gun—which is unloaded. As a furious Justin is about to shoot Richard, Cassie arrives. Richard grabs Justin's gun and shoots at Cassie, wounding Justin instead. Cassie gives chase and tackles Richard on a rickety balcony jutting out over a cliff. As Richard strangles Cassie, the balcony gives way and Richard falls to his death. Justin grabs Cassie, who is hanging on the edge of the balcony, and pulls her back into the house.

Cassie assures Justin that she will intercede on his behalf, since he was an innocent dupe, manipulated by the ruthless Richard. Then she notices a mark on her neck caused by Richard's large ring, and realizes that the dead woman's neck did not have a similar mark. Confronted with the evidence, Justin confesses that he strangled the victim to prove his "courage" to Richard.

In the closing scene, Cassie faces her fears and enters the courtroom to testify at Carl's parole hearing. The bailiff calls her to the stand by her legal name: Jessica Marie Hudson.


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Cast





	
Sandra Bullock as Det. Cassie Mayweather / Jessica Marie Hudson

	
Ben Chaplin[image: External link] as Det. Sam Kennedy

	
Ryan Gosling as Richard Haywood

	
Michael Pitt as Justin Pendleton

	
Agnes Bruckner[image: External link] as Lisa Mills

	
Chris Penn[image: External link] as Ray Feathers

	
R. D. Call[image: External link] as Capt. Rod Cody

	
Tom Verica[image: External link] as A.D.A. Al Swanson
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 Box office




The film was released April 19, 2002 in the United States and Canada and grossed $9.3 million in 2,663 theaters its opening weekend, ranking #3 at the box office.[4] The film grossed a total of $56,714,147 worldwide — $31,945,749 in the United States and Canada and $24,768,398 in other territories.[5]
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 Reception




Reviews for the film were generally mixed to negative. Rotten Tomatoes[image: External link] awarded a 31% "Rotten" based on 125 reviews, thirty-nine being "fresh" with a consensus summarizing, "A predictable police procedural[image: External link] that works better as a character study rather than a thriller."[6]

Roger Ebert awarded three stars out of a possible four, stating: "Bullock does a good job here of working against her natural likability, creating a character you'd like to like, and could like, if she weren't so sad, strange and turned in upon herself. She throws herself into police work not so much because she's dedicated as because she needs the distraction, needs to keep busy and be good to assure herself of her worth. As she draws the net closer, and runs into more danger and more official opposition, the movie more or less helplessly starts thinking to itself about that cliff above the sea, but at least the climax shows us that Bullock can stay in character no matter what."[7]

A. O. Scott[image: External link], writing for The New York Times, said that "much of this new Barbet Schroeder film -- a star vehicle for Sandra Bullock, who is also an executive producer -- follows well-worn paths of the cops-and-psycho-killer routine." He rather snarkily describes Haywood and Pendleton as "a pair of teenage Nietzsche-heads who might be appearing in a remake of Alfred Hitchcock[image: External link]'s Rope[image: External link] for The WB[image: External link] network." Scott adds,


The real surprise, given the secondhand material, is that not everything proceeds by rote in Murder by Numbers, which opens today [19 April 2002] nationwide. The rickety structure of the movie's main plot sustains some clammy and fascinating psychological inquiry, and one suspects that, as in Single White Female, Mr. Schroeder's interest is less in the story than in the possibilities it affords for exercising his perverse, chilly curiosity about power, intimacy and the varieties of human distress. This movie is most interesting as a study of two parallel relationships, neither one primarily sexual (though sexuality is the subtext of one and the half-accidental consequence of the other), but both saturated with enough longing, envy, tenderness and loathing to make actual sex a bit redundant."[8]



Scott also remarks briefly on "the scene in which [Cassie] is attacked by an angry baboon. The baboon, at least, is unexpected, though also inexplicable."[8]
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The Slaughter Rule






The Slaughter Rule is an independent film[image: External link], released in 2002 and starring Ryan Gosling and David Morse. The movie, set in contemporary Montana, explores the relationship between a small-town high school football[image: External link] player (Gosling), and his troubled coach (Morse). The film was nominated for the Grand Jury Prize at the 2002 Sundance Film Festival.
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 Plot




A teenager at a personal crossroads finds himself questioning the things that have given his life meaning in this independent coming-of-age drama. Roy Chutney (Ryan Gosling) is a high school senior in the fictional Montana town of Blue Springs. Roy does not have an especially close relationship with his mother Evangelline (Kelly Lynch[image: External link]), and he has not seen his father in years. That does not prevent Roy from feeling emotionally devastated when he learns that his father has killed himself, and Roy's self-esteem takes a beating when he is cut from the high school football team shortly afterward. Roy whiles away his time by swilling beer with his best friend, Tracy Two Dogs (Eddie Spears[image: External link]), and falling into a romance with Skyla (Clea DuVall[image: External link]), a barmaid at a local tavern, but it seems that Roy's short time on the high school gridiron impressed Gideon Ferguson (David Morse), a local character who coaches an unsanctioned high school six man football[image: External link] team when he is not delivering newspapers or trying to score a gig singing country songs at nearby honky-tonks.

Gideon thinks that Roy has potential and asks him to join his team; encouraged by Gideon's belief in him, Roy agrees, and he persuades Tracy to tag along. While playing hardscrabble six-man football helps restore Roy's self-confidence, he finds it does not answer his questions about his future or his relationship with Skyla. When Gideon's overwhelming interest in Roy begins to lend credence to the rumors that Gideon is gay, Roy starts to wonder just why he was asked to join the team.
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 Production




Jay Farrar[image: External link], founder of the alternative country bands Uncle Tupelo[image: External link] and Son Volt[image: External link], composed the film's musical score.[2][3] New songs were written and performed by Vic Chesnutt[image: External link] and Freakwater[image: External link], and existing songs by Ryan Adams[image: External link], Uncle Tupelo, and the Pernice Brothers[image: External link] were also included.[3]

Filming for the movie largely took place in Great Falls, Montana[image: External link] and a series of small towns in the Great Falls vicinity.[4]

The title of the film comes from the term "slaughter rule[image: External link]." The unofficial rule provides for an athletic competition's premature conclusion if one team is ahead of the other by a certain number of points prior to game's end. The rule helps to avoid humiliating the losing team further.[5]
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 Release




The film premiered in January 2002 during the Sundance Film Festival. Later that year the film entered the South by Southwest Film Festival[image: External link], Athens Film Festival and AFI Film Festival[image: External link].[6]It went into limited release in January 2003.
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 Critical reception




The film has a score of 65 on Metacritic and 73% on Rotten Tomatoes[image: External link].[7][8]

The film has received mixed reviews. While the performances by Morse and Gosling were genrally received positively, some reviews of the film criticized the script and the film itself. For example, reviewing the film for The New York Times, Stephen Holden praised the performances of Gosling and Morse but opined that the film is "confused" and "doesn't have much dramatic momentum".[9] Manhola Dargis, in her review for The Los Angeles Times praised the film's cinematography but wrote that although the film has the virtue of sincerity, the story is "over-explained".[10] Joe Leydon[image: External link] of Variety claimed the script "plays like a first draft".[11] However, Marjorie Baumgarten of The Austin Chronicle[image: External link] thought that the "writing and directing team of twin brothers Alex and Andrew Smith have made an astonishingly good first feature".[12]J. R. Jones, writing in Chicago Reader,[image: External link] described the film as "powerful" and especially praised David Morse's performance.[13]
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 Accolades




The film received the FIPRESCI Prize[image: External link] in the 2002 Stockholm Film Festival[image: External link] as well as the Milagro Award in the 2002 Santa Fe Film Festival[image: External link]. The film was also nominated for the John Cassavetes Award[image: External link] in the 2003 Film Independent Spirit Awards[image: External link] and the Grand Jury Prize in the 2002 Sundance Film Festival.[14]
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 Box office




During the first three months of 2003 the film grossed $13,134 in the United States.[15]
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The United States of Leland






The United States of Leland is a 2003 American drama film[image: External link] written and directed by Matthew Ryan Hoge[image: External link] that follows a meek teenage boy, the eponymous Leland, who has inexplicably committed a shocking murder[image: External link]. In the wake of the killing, his teacher in prison tries to understand the senseless crime, while the families of the victim and the perpetrator struggle to cope with the aftermath.
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 Plot




The film begins with a flashback[image: External link] narrated by Leland P. Fitzgerald, describing how he could not remember the details of the day that he killed an intellectually disabled[image: External link] boy named Ryan Pollard. Leland is arrested. Ryan's parents, Harry and Karen, sisters Becky and Julie, and Julie's live-in boyfriend Allen grieve the loss of their loved one. Leland's divorced mother, Marybeth, is desperate to see her son, while his father, famous writer Albert Fitzgerald, discovers his son's fate in a newspaper and returns home to be there for the trial.

While in juvenile hall[image: External link], Leland is schooled by teacher Pearl Madison, an aspiring writer who is searching for a breakthrough story. Like many others at the detention center, Pearl senses something is different about the emotionally detached Leland, and helps him circumvent the prison rules so he can keep a journal. While his girlfriend is out of town in Los Angeles[image: External link], Pearl sleeps with a coworker and tells her that he is going to write a book about Leland.

Through his discussions with Pearl, Leland reveals his childhood memories such as his grandmother's funeral and traveling long distances to visit his father. One time, he decided to stay in New York[image: External link] rather than continue on to see his father. After he could not find a hotel, a kindhearted family, the Calderons, decided to take him in for his stay. He continued to visit the family over the years, and was especially captivated by Mrs. Calderon. The two also discuss Leland's history with Becky, Ryan's sister. He had met her innocently at a record store[image: External link] and begun regularly walking home with Ryan and her after school. They had grown to love each other, and Leland recalled a time when Becky asked him to promise her "everything's gonna be okay", despite his objections that he had no control over bad things that could happen. As she explained, sometimes it is just nice to hear things one hopes to be true.

Pearl covertly arranges a meeting with Leland's father at his hotel. After he asks for more information on his family's past, Albert realizes Pearl is researching for his book and refuses to let his son be exploited - something of which he is guilty himself. He eventually tells the prison supervisor about Pearl's prohibited meetings with Leland, leading him to be reassigned to another section of the prison.

Leland discovers through Allen that Becky had an affair with a drug dealer[image: External link] named Kevin who is due to be released from prison. After he gets out of prison, Becky starts to see Kevin again and decides to break up with Leland. In a rare display of emotion, he argues with her, but ultimately realizes the futility of anything he can do or say to change her mind, saying that neither the tears nor the amount of his love - he says he still dreams about her - can change the fact that she does not love him in return. Pearl says he should be angry with her since she betrayed him. Leland replies that he is sad, but not angry.

Pearl begins to realize the implications of his sexual indiscretion through his discussions with Leland, and admits his own failings. Eventually, his girlfriend discovers his tryst and they have a fight over the phone. Meanwhile, Julie decides to break up with Allen and does not want him to go to college with him. Brokenhearted, he holds up an auto repair shop[image: External link] and allows himself to be arrested in front of Julie. He is sent to the same juvenile hall as Leland, where he steals a knife (from Pearl) and kills Leland in the prison yard as revenge for what he has done to the Pollard family.

Pearl flies to LA to reconcile with his girlfriend and reads Leland's final entries in his journal. On one of his return trips to New York, Leland had discovered that Mrs. Calderon had divorced her husband and that the spark for life that she had before was gone; it is implied Leland and Mrs. Calderon had slept together. Afterwards, Leland writes, he begins noticing a sadness in everyone around him, driving him into a deep depression[image: External link]. One day, as he walks Ryan home from school, the boy becomes frustrated with an obstacle on the bike path. Leland helps him off his bike, gives him a hug, and whispers in his ear that "everything is going to be okay".
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 Cast





	
Ryan Gosling as Leland P. Fitzgerald

	
Ryan Malgarini[image: External link] as 6-year-old Leland

	Alec Medlock as 12-year-old Leland





	
Don Cheadle as Pearl Madison

	
Chris Klein[image: External link] as Allen Harris

	
Jena Malone[image: External link] as Becky Pollard

	
Lena Olin[image: External link] as Marybeth Fitzgerald

	
Kevin Spacey[image: External link] as Albert T. Fitzgerald

	
Michelle Williams as Julie Pollard

	
Martin Donovan[image: External link] as Harry Pollard

	
Ann Magnuson[image: External link] as Karen Pollard

	
Michael Welch[image: External link] as Ryan Pollard

	
Sherilyn Fenn[image: External link] as Angela Calderon

	
Matt Malloy[image: External link] as Charlie

	
Kerry Washington[image: External link] as Ayesha

	
Michael Peña[image: External link] as Guillermo

	
Wesley Jonathan[image: External link] as Bengel

	
Troy Winbush[image: External link] as Dave

	
Ron Canada[image: External link] as Elden

	
Clyde Kusatsu[image: External link] as Judge
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 Reception




The film was negatively received by critics. Rotten Tomatoes[image: External link], a review aggregating website, rates the film 33% based upon reviews by 87 critics, of which only 29 were positive.[3] Roger Ebert, writing for the Chicago Sun-Times, declared the film a "moral muddle".[4]
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The Notebook






For other uses, see Notebook (disambiguation)[image: External link].

The Notebook is a 2004 American romantic drama[image: External link] film directed by Nick Cassavetes and based on the 1996 novel of the same name by Nicholas Sparks. The film stars Ryan Gosling and Rachel McAdams as a young couple who fall in love in the 1940s. Their story is narrated from the present day by an elderly man (portrayed by James Garner[image: External link]) telling the tale to a fellow nursing home resident (played by Gena Rowlands[image: External link], who is Cassavetes' mother).

The Notebook received mixed reviews but performed well at the box office and received several award nominations, winning eight Teen Choice Awards, a Satellite Award[image: External link] and an MTV Movie Award[image: External link]. The film became a sleeper hit[image: External link][3][4] and has gained a cult following[image: External link].[5][6] On November 11, 2012, ABC Family[image: External link] premiered an extended version with deleted scenes[image: External link] added back into the original storyline.[7]



TOP
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 Plot




At a modern-day nursing home, an elderly man, Duke, reads a romantic story from his notebook to a fellow patient.

In 1940s Seabrook Island, South Carolina[image: External link], Noah Calhoun is smitten with seventeen-year-old heiress Allie Hamilton after seeing her at a carnival, and they have a summer love affair. Noah takes Allie to an abandoned house that he intends to buy for them. They try to make love, but are interrupted by Noah's friend Fin with the news that Allie's parents have the police looking for her.

When Allie and Noah return to her parents' mansion, Allie's mother Anne calls Noah trash and they ban her from seeing Noah. Noah walks out and Allie chases after him. The ensuing argument between the two ends in a break up and the next morning, Anne announces that the family is returning home to Charleston. Allie attempts to contact Noah, but is unable to find him, so she asks Fin to tell Noah that she loves him. When Noah gets the message he rushes to Allie's home, only to find the house empty.

Noah writes to Allie every day for a year but Anne intercepts the letters and they never reach Allie. Noah enlists with Fin to fight in World War II[image: External link], where Fin is killed in battle. Allie volunteers in a hospital for wounded soldiers, where she meets officer Lon Hammond Jr., a young lawyer who comes from old Southern money. The two become engaged, to the delight of Allie's parents.

When Noah returns from the war, his father has sold their home so that Noah can buy the abandoned house. While visiting Charleston, Noah witnesses Allie and Lon kissing at a restaurant; he convinces himself that if he restores the house, Allie will come back to him. Allie is startled to read in the newspaper that Noah has completed the house to the specifications she made years before.

Allie returns to Seabrook to find Noah living in the restored house. The two renew their relationship and make love. In the morning, Ann appears on Noah's doorstep, warning Allie that Lon has followed her to Seabrook. Anne reveals that in her youth she had been in love with a lower-class young man and still thinks of him. He admits that he has often thought of her as well. She then gives Allie the letters that Noah wrote to her, admitting that she hid them from Allie. Allie confesses to Lon that she has been spending time with Noah, and tells him she knows she should be with him, but she remains indecisive. Ultimately, she goes back to her relationship with Noah.

In the present, it is revealed that the elderly woman is Allie, who is suffering from dementia[image: External link]. Duke is actually Noah, and was told by Allie during the onset of her illness to reread their journals to help her remember. She briefly remembers who he is and they reconcile, but soon forgets and panics, forcing medical personnel to sedate her. Noah has a heart attack and is sent to the hospital while Allie is sent to a dementia ward in the hospital. He visits her room in the middle of the night, and she remembers him again, expressing that she may forget again. Noah reassures her that they can do anything with the love they share, and fall asleep together in Allie's bed, dying in their sleep with a nurse discovering them in the morning.
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 Cast






	
Ryan Gosling as Noah Calhoun

	
Rachel McAdams as Allison "Allie" Hamilton

	
James Garner[image: External link] as Old Noah Calhoun / "Duke"

	
Gena Rowlands[image: External link] as Old Allie Calhoun (née Hamilton)

	
Joan Allen[image: External link] as Anne Hamilton

	
James Marsden[image: External link] as Lon Hammond, Jr.

	
Jamie Brown[image: External link] as Martha Shaw

	
Sam Shepard as Frank Calhoun

	
David Thornton[image: External link] as John Hamilton

	
Kevin Connolly[image: External link] as Fin

	
Heather Wahlquist[image: External link] as Sara Tuffington

	
Ed Grady[image: External link] as Harry

	
Obba Babatunde[image: External link] as Bandleader

	
Mark Johnson[image: External link] as Photographer

	Starletta DuPois as Nurse Esther

	William Sattelberg as Ryan Gosling's stunt double
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 Production




The film rights to Nicholas Sparks's novel were acquired by New Line Cinema[image: External link] in 1996, represented by producer Mark Johnson[image: External link].[8] Jeremy Leven[image: External link] was hired to write the script, which caught the attention of director Steven Spielberg[image: External link] in 1998,[9] who wished to film it with Tom Cruise as Noah Calhoun.[10] Spielberg's commitment to other projects led to Jim Sheridan[image: External link] becoming attached to direct the following year. Filming was to start in 1999 but pushed back over rewrites.[11] Sheridan eventually backed out by October 2000 to work on In America[image: External link].[12] Martin Campbell[image: External link] entered negotiations to direct in March 2001,[10] before he was replaced by Nick Cassavetes a year later.[13]
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 Casting




Cassavetes wanted someone unknown and "not handsome" to portray Noah; he therefore cast Ryan Gosling in the role.[14] Gosling was initially surprised by this: "I read [the script] and I thought, 'He's crazy. I couldn't be more wrong for this movie.' "[15] "It gave me an opportunity to play a character over a period of time - from 1940 to 1946 - that was quite profound and formative."[16] To prepare for the part, Gosling temporarily moved to Charleston, South Carolina prior to filming. During two months, he rowed the Ashley River[image: External link] and made furniture.[17] A nationwide search was conducted to find the right actress to play Allie. Actresses who auditioned for the role included Jessica Biel[image: External link],[18] Britney Spears,[19] Ashley Judd[image: External link] and Reese Witherspoon[image: External link],[20] and Rachel McAdams was ultimately cast.[16] On casting her, Cassavetes said: "When Rachel McAdams came in and read, it was apparent that she was the one. She and Ryan had great chemistry between them." She commented: "I thought it would be a dream to be able to do it. I read the script and went into the audition just two days later. It was a good way to do it, because I was very full of the story."[21] Gosling commented that, "I think that it's pretty fair to say that we probably wouldn't have made the film if we hadn't found Rachel...Really, Allie drives the movie. It's her movie and we're in it. It all kind of depended on an actress."[22] In comparison to the book, the role was extended.[23] McAdams spent time in Charleston before filming to familiarize herself with the surroundings,[24] and took ballet and etiquette[image: External link] classes.[25] She had a dialect[image: External link] coach to learn the southern accent[image: External link].[26]
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 Filming




The Notebook was filmed mostly on location in South Carolina[image: External link], in late 2002 and early 2003, as well as the wintery battlefield just outside Montreal, Quebec[image: External link].[16][27] Production offices for the film were set up at the old Charleston Naval Base[image: External link] in North Charleston[image: External link].[28]

Much of the film's plot takes place in and around Seabrook Island[image: External link], an actual town which is one of the South Carolina "sea islands[image: External link]." It is located 20 miles southwest of Charleston, South Carolina. However, none of the filming took place in the Seabrook area. The house that Noah is seen fixing up is a private residence at Wadmalaw Island[image: External link], South Carolina,[29] which is another "sea island" locality situated 10 miles closer to Charleston. The house was not actually in a dilapidated state at any time, but it was made to look that way by special effects in the first half of the film. Contrary to the suggestion in the film's dialogue, neither the house nor the Seabrook area was home to South Carolina Revolutionary hero Francis Marion[image: External link], whose plantation was actually located some distance northwest of Charleston[image: External link].[30] The Boone Hall Plantation[image: External link] served as Allie's summer house.[29]

Many of the scenes set in Seabrook were filmed in the town of Mt. Pleasant[image: External link], (a suburb of Charleston). Others were filmed in Charleston and in Edisto Island[image: External link]. The lake scenes were filmed at Cypress Gardens[image: External link] (in Moncks Corner, South Carolina[image: External link])[29] with trained birds that were brought in from elsewhere.[31]

The nursing home scenes were filmed at Rice Hope Plantation[image: External link],[32] located in Georgetown County, South Carolina[image: External link]. The college depicted briefly in the film is identified in the film as Sarah Lawrence College[image: External link], but the campus that is seen is actually the College of Charleston[image: External link].[29]
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 Reception
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 Box office




The film premiered June 25, 2004, in the United States and Canada and grossed $13,464,745 in 2,303 theaters its opening weekend, ranking number 4 at the box office.[33] The film grossed a total of $115,603,229 worldwide, $81,001,787 in Canada and the United States and $34,601,442 in other countries.[2] It is the 15th highest-grossing romantic drama film of all time.[34]
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 Critical reception




The Notebook received a mixed reaction from film critics. Based on 154 reviews on review aggregator Rotten Tomatoes[image: External link], 52% of critics gave the film a positive review, with an average rating of 5.7/10 and the website's consensus stating "It's hard not to admire its unabashed sentimentality, but The Notebook is too clumsily manipulative to rise above its melodramatic clichés."[35] At Metacritic, which assigns an average rating out of 100 to reviews from mainstream critics, the film currently holds an average score of 53, based on 34 reviews, which indicates "mixed or average reviews."[36]

Roger Ebert of the Chicago Sun-Times praised the film, awarding it three-and-a-half stars out of four, calling the photography "striking in its rich, saturated effects" and stating that the "actors are blessed by good material."[37] Peter Lowry[image: External link] of Film Threat[image: External link] gave the film three-and-a-half stars out of five; praising the performances of both Gosling and McAdams, he wrote: "Gosling and especially McAdams give all-star performances, doing just enough to hand the reins over to the pros, who take what's left of the film and finish the audience off with some touching scenes that don't leave a dry eye in the house." About the film itself he added: "Overall, The Notebook is a surprisingly good film that manages to succeed where many other "chick flick" like romances fail."[38]

Stephen Holden of The New York Times gave the film a positive review, stating that "the scenes between the young lovers confronting adult authority have the same seething tension and lurking hysteria that the young Warren Beatty and Natalie Wood brought more than 40 years ago to their roles in Splendor in the Grass[image: External link]."[39] Ann Hornaday of The Washington Post also gave the film a positive review, she also praised the performances of Gosling and McAdams, stating: "Never mind that McAdams and Gosling don't for a minute call to mind 1940s America; they're both suitably attractive and appealing. Gosling, who delivered a searing and largely unseen screen debut performance in the 2001 drama The Believer, is particularly convincing as a young man who charms his way past a girl's strongest defenses." About the film, she added: "Audiences craving big, gooey over-the-top romance have their must-see summer movie in The Notebook."[40] William Arnold of the Seattle Post-Intelligencer[image: External link] praised the performance of McAdams but criticized the performance of Gosling, stating that he "just doesn't have the kind of star power or chemistry with McAdams to anchor this kind of minor-league Gone with the Wind[image: External link]." He also added about the film that it "doesn't completely work on its own terms, mainly because its romantic casting just doesn't spark: It doesn't make us fall in love with its lovers."[41] Wesley Morris of The Boston Globe gave the film two-and-a-half stars, praising the performances of its cast members, writing about McAdams that "she's soulfully committed to the suds in the story and fiercely attentive to the other actors". He added about Gosling: "Gosling is adept at playing sociopaths[image: External link] and intense brooders, and there's reason to think, early on, that Noah might be similarly off, as when he threatens to drop from a Ferris wheel unless Allie agrees to go on a date with him." About the film, he wrote: "Considering the sunny, relatively pleasurable romantic business that precedes it, the elderly stuff seems dark, morbid, and forced upon us."[42]

Jessica Winter of The Village Voice[image: External link] gave the film a mixed review, stating: "Amid the sticky-sweet swamp of Jeremy Leven's script, Rowlands and Garner emerge spotless and beatific, lending a magnanimous credibility to their scenes together. These two old pros slice cleanly through the thicket of sap-weeping dialogue and contrivance, locating the terror and desolation wrought by the cruel betrayals of a failing mind."[43] Robert Koehler[image: External link] of Variety magazine also gave the film a mixed review, he however, praised the performances, writing that "already one of the most intriguing young thesps, Gosling extends his range to pure romance without sacrificing a bit of his naturally subversive qualities, and even seems comfortable looking beautiful in a manly American way. The head-turner is McAdams, doing such a different perf from her top bitch in Mean Girls that it's hard to tell it's the same actor. She skillfully carries much of the film's emotional weight with a free and easy manner."[44]

In June 2010, Entertainment Weekly included Allie and Noah in its list of the "100 Greatest Characters of the Last 20 Years."[45] The periodical listed The Notebook in their 25 Sexiest Movies Ever.[46] Us Weekly included the film in their list of the 30 Most Romantic Movies of All Time.[47] Boston.com[image: External link] ranked the film the third Top Romantic Movie.[48] The Notebook appeared on Moviefone[image: External link]'s list of the 25 Best Romance Movies of All Time.[49] Marie Claire also put the film on its list of the 12 Most Romantic Movie Scenes of All Time.[50] In 2011, The Notebook was named the best chick-flick during ABC News and People's television special Best in Film: The Greatest Movies of Our Time[image: External link].[51] The scene where Noah climbs the Ferris Wheel because he wants a date with Allie made the list of Total Film's 50 Most Romantic Movie Moments of All Time.[52] The kiss in the rain was ranked no. 4 in Total Film's 50 Best Movie Kisses list.[53]
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 Accolades






	Year
	Award
	Category
	Recipient(s)
	Result



	2004
	Golden Trailer Awards[image: External link][54]
	Best Romance
	
	Nominated



	Teen Choice Awards[image: External link][55]
	Choice Movie of the Summer
	
	Nominated



	Choice Breakout Movie Star
	Rachel McAdams
	Nominated



	2005
	Artios Awards[image: External link][56]
	Outstanding Achievement in Casting – Feature Film, Drama
	Matthew Barry and Nancy Green-Keyes
	Nominated



	Golden Satellite Awards[image: External link][55]
	Best Supporting Actress – Motion Picture[image: External link]
	Gena Rowlands[image: External link]
	Won



	MTV Movie Awards[image: External link][57]
	Best Female Performance
	Rachel McAdams
	Nominated



	Best Kiss
	Rachel McAdams and Ryan Gosling
	Won



	Screen Actors Guild Awards[image: External link][58]
	Outstanding Performance by a Male Actor in a Supporting Role[image: External link]
	James Garner[image: External link]
	Nominated



	Teen Choice Awards[image: External link][59]
	Choice Movie Drama[image: External link]
	
	Won



	Choice Date Movie[image: External link]
	
	Won



	Choice Movie Actor – Drama
	Ryan Gosling
	Won



	Choice Movie Actress – Drama
	Rachel McAdams
	Won



	Choice Movie Breakout Performance – Male
	Ryan Gosling
	Won



	Choice Movie Chemistry
	Rachel McAdams and Ryan Gosling
	Won



	Choice Movie Liplock
	Rachel McAdams and Ryan Gosling
	Won



	Choice Movie Love Scene
	Rachel McAdams and Ryan Gosling
	Won
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 Home media




The Notebook was released on DVD[image: External link] on February 8, 2005 and Blu-ray[image: External link] on May 4, 2010.[60] By February 2010, the film had sold over 11 million copies on DVD.[61]
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 Music




The soundtrack to The Notebook was released on June 8, 2004.



	No.
	Title
	Artist
	Length



	1.
	"Main Title"
	Aaron Zigman[image: External link]
	2:49



	2.
	"Overture"
	Aaron Zigman
	6:16



	3.
	"I'll Be Seeing You"
	Billie Holiday[image: External link]
	3:33



	4.
	"Alabamy Home"
	Duke Ellington[image: External link]
	3:02



	5.
	"Allie Returns"
	Aaron Zigman
	5:07



	6.
	"House Blues / The Porch Dance / The Proposal / The Carnival"
	Aaron Zigman
	8:04



	7.
	"Noah's Journey"
	Aaron Zigman
	6:03



	8.
	"Always And Always"
	Benny Goodman[image: External link] & His Orchestra
	3:17



	9.
	"A String of Pearls[image: External link]"
	Glenn Miller[image: External link] & His Orchestra
	3:16



	10.
	"On The Lake"
	Aaron Zigman
	5:39



	11.
	"Diga Diga Doo"
	Rex Stewart[image: External link] And The Ellingtonians
	4:16



	12.
	"One O'Clock Jump[image: External link]"
	Benny Goodman & His Orchestra
	3:15



	13.
	"I'll Be Seeing You"
	Jimmy Durante[image: External link]
	3:13



	14.
	"Noah's Last Letter"
	Aaron Zigman
	4:32



	15.
	"Our Love Can Do Miracles"
	Aaron Zigman
	4:31



	Total length:
	66:53[62]
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 Television series




On August 11, 2015, it was reported that a television series is in development by The CW[image: External link].[63] The series will follow Noah and Allie's courtship following the events of the film, and in a post-WWII world.
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Half Nelson (film)






Half Nelson is a 2006 American drama film[image: External link] directed by Ryan Fleck[image: External link], written by Fleck and Anna Boden[image: External link]. The film stars Ryan Gosling, Shareeka Epps[image: External link] and Anthony Mackie[image: External link]. It was scored by Juno Award-[image: External link]winning Canadian band Broken Social Scene[image: External link]. Gosling was nominated for the Academy Award for Best Actor[image: External link] for his performance.

The story concerns an inner city[image: External link] middle-school[image: External link] teacher who forms a friendship with one of his students after she discovers that he has a drug habit. The film is based on a 19-minute film made by Boden and Fleck in 2004, titled Gowanus, Brooklyn.[2] It premiered in competition at the 2006 Sundance Film Festival[image: External link]. It was released theatrically on August 11, 2006.
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 Plot




Dan Dunne (Ryan Gosling) is a young middle-school history teacher at a Brooklyn[image: External link] school, with a teaching style that rejects the standard curriculum in favor of an approach based upon dialectics[image: External link] (specifically Engels[image: External link]' three laws of dialectics[image: External link], though this is never referred to by name).

Though he seems to have it all together in the classroom, on his own time he is found frequently snorting and freebasing[image: External link] cocaine[image: External link]. After a basketball game, Dan's ex-girlfriend, Rachel (Tina Holmes[image: External link]) turns up, evoking emotions that he cannot handle. A short while later, one of his students (and a player on the girls' basketball team he coaches), Drey (Shareeka Epps[image: External link]), catches him getting high in the locker room.

Meanwhile, Drey has to deal with a single-mother (Karen Chilton) who is always at work, a brother, Mike (Collins Pennie[image: External link]), who is in prison for selling drugs for neighborhood dealer, Frank (Anthony Mackie[image: External link]) and an absent father. Drey's lack of supervision makes her a target for Frank's operation and he encourages her to become involved in his business.

As Dan and Drey begin to get a better understanding of each other as friends, they both know what the other one should stay away from and what they need, but is struggling to get by themselves. Dan perceives that Frank is a bad influence on Drey and tries to intercede on numerous occasions. And Drey tries to get Dan to open up about his drug habit to no avail as he feels uncomfortable talking with a student about it.

After a tense conversation with Frank about Drey, Dan goes to Isabel's (Monique Gabriela Curnen[image: External link]) house, another teacher at the school, with whom he had one previous date. He forces himself on her, trying to right his apparent disinterest in her on their last date, but after she defends herself and runs off, he feels bad and decides to leave. The following day, he further takes his stress out on Drey, telling her to talk to friends her own age when she finds him, hoping to hang out. Drey, a little upset at this, is pushed further into the company of Frank, and he has her do her first drug deal.

Dan goes to his parents' house for dinner, where his brother, Jeff, and his girlfriend, Cindy, also attend. He says little, and does not enjoy himself much, but a joke of Jeff's that Cindy tells him makes him laugh. The same night, Drey is out with Frank, dealing. In the film's pinnacle scene, Drey arrives at a place to deliver some drugs and walks into a room of stoned drug users. The person revealed to be the buyer is Dan as he walks out of the back room and slumps down at the sight of Drey being the drug runner. There is only a slight shameful nod from him as he holds out the money to hand to her for the drugs. This exchange is the culmination of what each was trying to get the other to stay away from, and is finally brought to its climax by them encountering the other doing just that. The next day, Dan is not at school, and his students are told that he is being replaced by a Mr. Light, without much explanation. This changes something within Drey as she refuses a lift home from Frank, choosing to turn from that path.

She knocks on Dan's door and he answers. He goes into the bathroom, shaves and cleans himself up, before sitting down to drink a glass of water. Drey sits down and joins him. The film ends with Dan telling the same joke he heard from Cindy, but the timing is all wrong. Drey says, "That was horrible", and they both laugh.
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 Cast






	
Ryan Gosling as Dan Dunne, a troubled history teacher

	
Shareeka Epps[image: External link] as Drey, a 13-year-old student of Dan's

	
Anthony Mackie[image: External link] as Frank, a local drug dealer

	
Monique Gabriela Curnen[image: External link] as Isabel, a teacher

	
Denis O'Hare[image: External link] as Jimbo, a teacher

	Starla Benford as Principal Henderson

	Nathan Corbett as Terrance, a student

	Tyra Kwao-Vovo as Stacy, a student

	
Jeff Lima[image: External link] as Roodly, a student

	Karen Chilton as Karen, Drey's mother

	
Deborah Rush[image: External link] as Jo Dunne, Dan's mother

	
Jay O. Sanders[image: External link] as Russ Dunne, Dan's father

	David Easton as Jeff Dunne, Dan's brother

	Nicole Vicius as Cindy, Jeff's girlfriend

	
Collins Pennie[image: External link] as Mike, Drey's brother

	
Tina Holmes[image: External link] as Rachel, Dan's ex-girlfriend

	
Tristan Wilds[image: External link] as Jamal, a student

	
Erica Rivera[image: External link] as Erika
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 Release
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 Box office performance




The film was given limited release opening in two theaters, taking in $53,983 its opening weekend.[3] The film grossed $2,697,938 in North America and $1,962,543 internationally for a worldwide gross of $4,660,481.[1] The film's budget was $700,000.[1]
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 Critical response




Half Nelson received critical acclaim. On Rotten Tomatoes[image: External link] the film has an approval rating of 90%, based on 130 reviews, with an average rating of 7.8/10. The site's critical consensus reads, "Half Nelson features powerful performances from Ryan Gosling and Shareeka Epps. It's a wise, unsentimental portrait of lonely people at the crossroads."[4] On Metacritic the film has a score of 85 out of 100, based on reviews from 31 critics, indicating "universal acclaim".[5]

On the television show Ebert & Roeper[image: External link] that aired during the weekend of August 13, 2006, Richard Roeper[image: External link] and guest critic Kevin Smith[image: External link] gave Half Nelson a "two big thumbs up" rating. Smith said that it was probably one of the ten best films he had seen in the last decade.[6] Jim Emerson, editor of Chicago Sun-Times, gave the film four-stars-out-of-four and called it a masterpiece.[7]

Entertainment Weekly film critic Lisa Schwarzbaum awarded the film with an "A" and stated in her review for the film, "Half Nelson offers an opportunity to marvel, once again, at the dazzling talent of Ryan Gosling for playing young men as believable as they are psychologically trip-wired."[8] LA Weekly[image: External link] critic Scott Foundas wrote, "At a time when most American movies, studio made or 'independent,' seem ever more divorced from anything approximating actual life experience, Half Nelson is so sobering and searingly truthful that watching it feels like being tossed from a calm beach into a raging current."[9]

Los Angeles Times critic Kenneth Turan[image: External link] gave the film an enthusiastic response, stating in his review, "What is different about Half Nelson is the execution, the kind of subtlety in writing, directing and acting (by costars Shareeka Epps and Anthony Mackie as well as Gosling) you seldom see."[10] Film critic Jonathan Rosenbaum[image: External link] of the Chicago Reader[image: External link] wrote that "a dedicated, charismatic, crack-addicted history teacher is the most believable protagonist in an American movie this year."[11]

The Monthly[image: External link] film critic Luke Davies[image: External link] described the film as "engaging and elegant, unpredictable and non-didactic, a film which comfortably sits with its own ambiguities and even allows them to go largely unresolved," commending the film's fresh take on the occasionally exhausted "teacher with a heart of gold" story, achieved by "one of the [film's] quiet strengths ... that it doesn't try to resolve Dunne's journey of devouring". Davies concluded that the film's optimistic and pessimistic convergence deemed the film "transparent and sparkling and diamond-hard, a small gem."[12] Paste Magazine[image: External link] named it one of the "50 Best Movies of the Decade" (2000–2009), ranking it at #16.[13]
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 Music




Half Nelson: Original Motion Picture Soundtrack was released in the United States and Canada on August 8, 2006 by Lakeshore Records[image: External link]. The Canadian band Broken Social Scene[image: External link], featured prominently throughout the film, is also included on the soundtrack.[14]


	Track listing





	No.
	Title
	Performer(s)
	Length



	1.
	"Stars & Sons"
	Broken Social Scene[image: External link]
	5:09



	2.
	"Evacuation"
	The Somnambulants
	4:12



	3.
	"Wanted"
	Rhymefest[image: External link]/Samantha Ronson[image: External link]
	3:27



	4.
	"Black Hearts"
	Remy Balon
	3:18



	5.
	"A New England"
	Billy Bragg[image: External link]
	2:14



	6.
	"The Corner"
	Saigon[image: External link]
	4:20



	7.
	"Shampoo Suicide"
	Broken Social Scene
	4:07



	8.
	"Na Ni Na"
	Conjunto Céspedes
	5:21



	9.
	"Just Begun"
	Baby Blak/King Honey
	4:30



	10.
	"Sometimes"
	Dujeous?[image: External link]
	4:30



	11.
	"It's Alright to Cry"
	Rosey Grier[image: External link]
	2:25



	12.
	"Can't You See"
	The Marshall Tucker Band[image: External link]
	6:03



	13.
	"Da Da Dada"
	Broken Social Scene
	7:10



	Total length:
	56:46
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 Accolades




Many of the nominations were for Ryan Gosling, including the Academy Award, for his performance as Dan Dunne.


	
Academy Award for Best Actor[image: External link] (Ryan Gosling) — Nominated (2006)

	
Black Reel Award for Best Breakthrough Performance[image: External link] (Shareeka Epps) — Nominated (2007)

	
Boston Society of Film Critics Award for Best New Filmmaker[image: External link] (Ryan Fleck) — Winner; Best Supporting Actress (Shareeka Epps) — Nominated (2006)

	
Broadcast Film Critics Association Award for Best Actor[image: External link] (Ryan Gosling) — Nominated; Best Young Actress (Shareeka Epps) — Nominated (2007)

	
Chicago Film Critics Association Award for Most Promising Performer[image: External link] (Shareeka Epps) — Nominated (2006)

	
Dallas-Fort Worth Film Critics Association – Russell Smith Award[image: External link] (Ryan Fleck) — Winner (2006)

	
Deauville Film Festival – Jury Special Prize[image: External link] Ryan Fleck — Winner; Revelations Prize (Ryan Fleck) — Winner (2006)

	
Gotham Award for Best Film[image: External link] (Ryan Fleck) — Winner; Breakthrough Award (Shareeka Epps; Tied with Rinko Kikuchi for Babel[image: External link]); Breakthrough Director Award (Ryan Fleck) — Winner (2006)

	
Independent Spirit Award for Best Female Lead[image: External link] (Shareeka Epps) — Winner; Independent Spirit Award for Best Male Lead (Ryan Gosling) — Winner; Independent Spirit Award for Best Director[image: External link] (Ryan Fleck) — Nominated; Best Feature (Jamie Patricof, Alex Orlovsky, Lynette Howell, Anna Boden, and Rosanne Korenberg) — Nominated; Best First Screenplay (Anna Boden and Ryan Fleck) — Nominated (2007)

	
Locarno International Film Festival[image: External link] - Special Jury Prize[image: External link] (Ryan Fleck – Director, Anna Boden – Producer, Lynette Howell – Producer, Rosanne Korenberg – Producer, Alex Orlovsky – Producer, and Jamie Patricof – Producer) — Winner; Youth Jury Award – Special Mention (Ryan Fleck) — Winner; Golden Leopard (Ryan Fleck) — Nominated (2006)

	
Nantucket Film Festival – Screenwriting Award[image: External link] (Anna Boden and Ryan Fleck) — Winner (2006)

	
National Board of Review for Best Breakthrough Performance – Male[image: External link] (Ryan Gosling) — Winner (2006)

	
Philadelphia Film Festival for Best Director[image: External link] (Ryan Fleck) — Winner (2006)

	
San Francisco International Film Festival for Best Film[image: External link] (Ryan Fleck) — Winner (2006)

	
Seattle International Film Festival – Golden Space Needle Audience Award for Best Actor[image: External link] (Ryan Gosling) — Winner (2006)

	
Screen Actors Guild Award for Outstanding Performance by a Male Actor in a Leading Role[image: External link] (Ryan Gosling) — Nominated (2007)

	
Stockholm Film Festival for Best Actor[image: External link] (Ryan Gosling) — Winner (2006)
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 Home media




Half Nelson was released on DVD[image: External link] on February 13, 2007, courtesy of ThinkFilm[image: External link] and Sony Pictures[image: External link].[15] Bonus features include outtakes, deleted scenes, filmmaker commentary, and a music video by Rhymefest[image: External link]. The film has earned $16,180,000 in rentals and $1,538,323 in DVD sales.[16]
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 See also





	White savior narrative in film[image: External link]
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Lars and the Real Girl






Lars and the Real Girl is a 2007 comedy-drama film written by Nancy Oliver[image: External link] and directed by Craig Gillespie[image: External link]. It stars Ryan Gosling, Emily Mortimer[image: External link], Paul Schneider[image: External link], Kelli Garner[image: External link] and Patricia Clarkson[image: External link]. The film follows Lars (Gosling), a sweet but socially inept young man who develops a romantic yet non-sexual relationship with an anatomically correct[image: External link] sex doll[image: External link], a " RealDoll[image: External link]" named Bianca.

Though a commercial failure, Lars and the Real Girl was critically acclaimed, receiving an Academy Award nomination for Best Original Screenplay[image: External link], while Gosling received a Golden Globe[image: External link] Award nomination for Best Actor in a Motion Picture Comedy and a Screen Actors Guild[image: External link] Award nomination for Outstanding Performance by a Male Actor in a Leading Role.
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 Plot




Lars Lindstrom lives a secluded life in a small Wisconsin[image: External link] town. It is gradually revealed that his mother died when he was born, causing his grief-stricken father to be a distant parent to Lars and his older brother, Gus. Gus left town as soon as he could support himself, returning only to inherit his half of the household when the father died.

The inheritance has been divided between the brothers: Lars lives in the converted garage; Gus and his (pregnant) wife Karin live in the house proper. Karin's attempts to invite Lars into the house for a family meal are usually unsuccessful; when he does come, conversation is difficult and he doesn't stay long. He avoids social contact, finding it difficult to interact with his family, co-workers, or members of his church. A co-worker, Margo, is interested in him, but he avoids anything more than brief encounters.

One day a large package arrives; that evening Lars tells Gus and Karin that he has a visitor whom he met via the Internet[image: External link], a wheelchair[image: External link]-mobile missionary[image: External link] of Brazilian[image: External link] and Danish[image: External link] descent named Bianca. They discover that Bianca is a lifelike doll which Lars apparently ordered from an adult website. Concerned about his mental health, they convince Lars to take Bianca for a checkup to the family doctor[image: External link], Dagmar, who is also a psychologist[image: External link]. Dagmar diagnoses Bianca with low blood pressure[image: External link] and advises Lars to bring her in for weekly treatments. Her aim is to have regular contact with Lars, hoping to get to the root of his behavior. She explains to Gus and Karin that his delusion is a manifestation of an underlying problem that needs to be addressed. She urges them to assist with his therapy by treating Bianca as a real person.

Lars begins to introduce Bianca as his girlfriend to the townspeople. Due to their concern for Lars, everyone treats Bianca as a real person. Lars soon finds himself interacting more with people. During this time, Margo has begun to date another co-worker, which silently bothers Lars.

Lars asks his brother when he knew he had become a man and what being a man means. Gus says when he began doing the right things for the right reasons, even when it hurts. Gus gives several examples, including their father keeping them, and taking care of them, even though he didn't know how. Gus says that he never should have left Lars alone with their father, and he apologizes for being selfish. Their conversation seems to reach Lars and his dependence on Bianca immediately seems to shift.

When a co-worker with whom Margo has been playing pranks[image: External link] goes a bit too far, Lars comforts her. During the ensuing conversation, Margo reveals she has broken up with her boyfriend. She invites Lars to go bowling[image: External link], which he initially declines before reconsidering. The two spend a pleasant evening together along with some other townsfolk. Lars is quick to remind Margo he could never cheat on Bianca. Although obviously disappointed, Margo replies that the thought never crossed her mind. As they part, Lars takes his glove off to shake Margo's hand – a significant advance in his ability to interact with others; he earlier explained to the doctor that others' touch felt like "burning".

One morning soon after, Lars announces that Bianca is unresponsive, and an ambulance rushes her to the hospital. Once there, he tells his family that her prognosis[image: External link] is not good and that Bianca would like to be brought home. The news spreads through town, and everyone whose life has been touched by Bianca sends flowers or sits with Lars at the Lindstrom home. Gus and Karin ask Dagmar why this is happening, and she reveals that it indicates a significant shift for Lars. They suggest that Lars and Bianca join them for a visit to the lake. While the couple is hiking, Lars gives Bianca a very sad farewell kiss. As Gus and Karin make their way back from the hike, they discover despondent Lars in the lake with a 'dying' Bianca.

Bianca is given a full-fledged funeral that is well-attended by the townspeople. After Bianca is buried in the local cemetery, Lars and Margo linger at the grave site. When Margo states that she should catch up with everyone else, Lars asks her to take a walk with him instead, to which she happily agrees.
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 Cast






	
Ryan Gosling as Lars Lindstrom

	
Emily Mortimer[image: External link] as Karin Lindstrom

	
Paul Schneider[image: External link] as Gus Lindstrom

	
R. D. Reid[image: External link] as Reverend Bock

	
Kelli Garner[image: External link] as Margo

	Nancy Beatty as Mrs. Gruner

	
Doug Lennox[image: External link] as Mr. Hofstedtler

	Joe Bostick as Mr. Shaw

	Liz Gordon as Mrs. Schindler

	
Nicky Guadagni[image: External link] as Mrs. Petersen

	
Patricia Clarkson[image: External link] as Dagmar Berman, MD

	Karen Robinson as Cindy

	
Maxwell McCabe-Lokos[image: External link] as Kurt

	Billy Parrott as Erik

	
Sally Cahill[image: External link] as Deb

	Angela Vint as Sandy

	
Liisa Repo-Martell[image: External link] as Laurel

	
Boyd Banks[image: External link] as Russell

	Darren Hynes as Moose

	Víctor Gómez as Hector

	
Tommy Chang[image: External link] as Nelson

	
Arnold Pinnock[image: External link] as Baxter

	Joshua Peace as Jerry

	
Aurora Browne[image: External link] as Lisa

	
Alec McClure as Steve

	Tannis Burnett as Nurse Amy

	
Lauren Ash[image: External link] as Holly

	Lindsey Connell as Victoria
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 Production




In The Real Story of Lars and the Real Girl, a special feature on the DVD[image: External link] release of the film, screenwriter Nancy Oliver reveals the inspiration for her script was an actual website, RealDoll.com[image: External link], which is featured prominently in the film. While researching "weird websites" for an article, Oliver found RealDoll.com. She wrote the script in 2002.[2]

The film, set in the American[image: External link] state of Wisconsin[image: External link], was filmed with a US$[image: External link]12 million budget on location in Alton[image: External link], Elora[image: External link], King Township[image: External link], Toronto[image: External link], Uxbridge[image: External link], and Whitevale[image: External link], all located in the Canadian[image: External link] province[image: External link] of Ontario[image: External link].[3][4] Film credits include Rosalie MacKintosh as "Bianca wrangler" and Karly Bowen as "assistant Bianca wrangler."[5][6]
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 Release




The film premièred at the Toronto International Film Festival[image: External link] in September 2007 before going into limited release[image: External link] in the U.S. on October 12, 2007. It initially opened on seven screens in New York City[image: External link], New York[image: External link]; and Los Angeles[image: External link], California[image: External link], and earned $90,418 on its opening weekend. It later expanded to 321 theaters and remained in release for 147 days, earning $5,972,884 domestically and $5,320,639 in foreign markets for a worldwide box-office total of $11,293,663.[1][7]

The film was featured at the Austin Film Festival[image: External link], the Heartland Film Festival[image: External link], the Torino Film Festival[image: External link], the Glasgow Film Festival[image: External link], and the Las Palmas de Gran Canaria International Film Festival[image: External link].[citation needed[image: External link]]
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 Critical reception




The film received positive reviews from critics. On the review aggregator Rotten Tomatoes[image: External link], 81% of critics gave the film positive reviews, based on 134 reviews with the consensus stating "Lars and the Real Girl could've so easily been a one-joke movie. But the talented cast, a great script, and direction never condescend to its character or the audience."[8] On Metacritic, the film has an average score of 70 out of 100, based on 32 reviews.[9]

Roger Ebert of the Chicago Sun-Times observed, "The film wisely never goes for even one moment that could be interpreted as smutty or mocking. There are so many ways [it] could have gone wrong that one of the film's fascinations is how adroitly it sidesteps them. Its weapon is absolute sincerity. It has a kind of purity to it."[10]

Mick LaSalle of the San Francisco Chronicle called the film "a gentle comedy, offbeat but never cute, never lewd and never going for shortcut laughs that might diminish character."[11]

Manohla Dargis of The New York Times said, "American self- nostalgia[image: External link] is a dependable racket, and if the filmmakers had pushed into the realm of nervous truth, had given Lars and the town folk sustained shadows, not just cute tics and teary moments, it might have worked. Instead the film is palatable audience bait of average accomplishment that superficially recalls the plain style of Alexander Payne[image: External link], but without any of the lacerating edges or moral ambiguity."[12]

Kenneth Turan[image: External link] of the Los Angeles Times described it as "the sweetest, most innocent, most completely enjoyable film around," "a film whose daring and delicate blend of apparent irreconcilables will sweep you off your feet if you're not careful. The creators of this film were fiercely determined not to go so much as a millimeter over the line into sentiment, tawdriness or mockery. It's the rare film that is the best possible version of itself, but Lars fits that bill."[13]

Lou Lumenick[image: External link] of the New York Post[image: External link] awarded the film three out of four stars, calling it "an offbeat comedy that plays as if Preston Sturges[image: External link] came back to life and collaborated with the Coen Brothers[image: External link] on an updated version of the Jimmy Stewart film Harvey (1950). He added the script "eschews cheap laughs for character-driven humanist comedy, and is sensitively directed by Craig Gillespie."[14]

Alissa Simon of Variety stated, "Craig Gillespie's sweetly off-kilter film plays like a Coen brothers riff on Garrison Keillor[image: External link]'s Lake Wobegon[image: External link] tales, defying its lurid premise with a gentle comic drama grounded in reality ... what's fresh and charming is the way the characters surrounding the protagonist[image: External link] also grow as they help him through his crisis."[15]

The film has received favorable reviews from Christian faith-based media,[16] and has been recommended as an instructional tool and a means for opening a dialogue on tolerance.[17]
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 Nominations and awards





	
Academy Award for Best Writing (Original Screenplay)[image: External link] (nominee)

	
Golden Globe Award for Best Actor – Motion Picture Musical or Comedy (Ryan Gosling, nominee)

	
Satellite Award for Best Film[image: External link] – Musical or Comedy (nominee)

	
Satellite Award for Best Actor – Motion Picture Musical or Comedy[image: External link] (Ryan Gosling, winner)

	
Satellite Award for Best Actress – Motion Picture Musical or Comedy[image: External link] (Emily Mortimer, nominee)

	
Satellite Award for Best Original Screenplay[image: External link] (nominee)

	
Screen Actors Guild Award for Outstanding Performance by a Male Actor in a Leading Role[image: External link] (Ryan Gosling, nominee)

	
Writers Guild of America Award[image: External link] for Best Original Screenplay (nominee)

	
National Board of Review Awards 2007[image: External link] Top Ten Film Finalist

	
National Board of Review Award for Best Original Screenplay[image: External link] (winner, tied with Juno[image: External link])

	
Broadcast Film Critics Association Award for Best Actor[image: External link] (Ryan Gosling, nominee)

	
BFCA Critics' Choice Award for Best Writer[image: External link] (nominee)

	
Chicago Film Critics Association Award for Best Actor[image: External link] (Ryan Gosling, nominee)

	
Chicago Film Critics Association Award for Most Promising Director[image: External link] (nominee)

	
Humanitas Prize[image: External link] (winner, tied with The Diving Bell and the Butterfly[image: External link])[18]
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Golden Globe Award for Best Actor – Motion Picture Drama






The Golden Globe Award[image: External link] for Best Actor in a Motion Picture – Drama was first awarded by the Hollywood Foreign Press Association[image: External link] as a separate category in 1951[image: External link]. Previously, there was a single award for "Best Actor in a Motion Picture" but the splitting allowed for recognition of it and the Best Actor – Musical or Comedy.

The formal title has varied since its inception. In 2005, it was officially called: "Best Performance by an Actor in a Motion Picture – Drama". As of 2013, the wording is "Best Actor in a Motion Picture – Drama".

Notes:


	"†" indicates an Academy Award-winning performance.

	"‡" indicates an Academy Award-nominated performance that same year.

	"§" indicates a Golden Globe Award[image: External link]-winning performance that was not nominated for an Academy Award.
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 1940s






	Year
	Actor
	Character
	Film



	1943[image: External link]
	Paul Lukas[image: External link] †
	Kurt Muller
	Watch on the Rhine[image: External link]



	1944[image: External link]
	Alexander Knox[image: External link] ‡
	Woodrow Wilson[image: External link]
	Wilson[image: External link]



	1945[image: External link]
	Ray Milland[image: External link] †
	Don Birnam
	The Lost Weekend[image: External link]



	1946[image: External link]
	Gregory Peck[image: External link] ‡
	Penny Baxter
	The Yearling[image: External link]



	1947[image: External link]
	Ronald Colman[image: External link] †
	Anthony John
	A Double Life[image: External link]



	1948[image: External link]
	Laurence Olivier[image: External link] †
	Hamlet, Prince of Denmark[image: External link]
	Hamlet[image: External link]



	1949[image: External link]
	Broderick Crawford[image: External link] †
	Willie Stark
	All the King's Men[image: External link]



	Richard Todd[image: External link] ‡
	Cpl. Lachlan "Lachie" MacLachlan
	The Hasty Heart[image: External link]





[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 1950s






	Year
	Actor
	Character
	Film



	1950[image: External link]
	José Ferrer[image: External link] †
	Cyrano de Bergerac[image: External link]
	Cyrano de Bergerac[image: External link]



	Louis Calhern[image: External link] ‡
	Oliver Wendell Holmes
	The Magnificent Yankee[image: External link]



	James Stewart ‡
	Elwood P. Dowd
	Harvey



	1951[image: External link]
	Fredric March[image: External link] ‡
	Willy Loman[image: External link]
	Death of a Salesman[image: External link]



	Kirk Douglas[image: External link]
	Det. James McLeod
	Detective Story[image: External link]



	Arthur Kennedy[image: External link] ‡
	Larry Nevins
	Bright Victory[image: External link]



	1952[image: External link]
	Gary Cooper[image: External link] †
	Marshal Will Kane
	High Noon[image: External link]



	Ray Milland[image: External link]
	Allan Fields
	The Thief[image: External link]



	Charles Boyer[image: External link]
	Jacques Bonnard
	The Happy Time[image: External link]



	1953[image: External link]
	Spencer Tracy[image: External link] §
	Clinton Jones
	The Actress[image: External link]



	1954[image: External link]
	Marlon Brando †
	Terry Malloy
	On the Waterfront[image: External link]



	1955[image: External link]
	Ernest Borgnine[image: External link] †
	Marty Piletti
	Marty[image: External link]



	1956[image: External link]
	Kirk Douglas[image: External link] ‡
	Vincent van Gogh
	Lust for Life[image: External link]



	Karl Malden[image: External link]
	Archie Lee Meighan
	Baby Doll[image: External link]



	Gary Cooper[image: External link]
	Jess Birdwell
	Friendly Persuasion[image: External link]



	Burt Lancaster[image: External link]
	Bill Starbuck
	The Rainmaker[image: External link]



	Charlton Heston[image: External link]
	Moses[image: External link]
	The Ten Commandments[image: External link]



	1957[image: External link]
	Alec Guinness[image: External link] †
	Colonel Nicholson
	The Bridge on the River Kwai[image: External link]



	Marlon Brando ‡
	Maj. Lloyd "Ace" Gruver
	Sayonara[image: External link]



	1958[image: External link]
	David Niven †
	Major Pollock
	Separate Tables[image: External link]



	Tony Curtis[image: External link] ‡
	John "Joker" Jackson
	The Defiant Ones[image: External link]



	Robert Donat[image: External link]
	The Mandarin of Yang Cheng
	The Inn of the Sixth Happiness[image: External link]



	Sidney Poitier[image: External link] ‡
	Noah Cullen
	The Defiant Ones[image: External link]



	Spencer Tracy[image: External link] ‡
	Santiago (The Old Man)
	The Old Man and the Sea[image: External link]



	1959[image: External link]
	Anthony Franciosa[image: External link] §
	Sam Lawson
	Career[image: External link]



	Richard Burton[image: External link]
	Jimmy Porter
	Look Back in Anger[image: External link]



	Charlton Heston[image: External link] †
	Judah Ben-Hur
	Ben-Hur[image: External link]



	Fredric March[image: External link]
	Jerry Kingsley
	Middle of the Night[image: External link]



	Joseph Schildkraut[image: External link]
	Otto Frank[image: External link]
	The Diary of Anne Frank[image: External link]





[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 1960s






	Year
	Actor
	Character
	Film



	1960[image: External link]
	Burt Lancaster[image: External link] †
	Elmer Gantry
	Elmer Gantry[image: External link]



	Trevor Howard[image: External link] ‡
	Walter Morel
	Sons and Lovers[image: External link]



	Laurence Olivier[image: External link]
	Crassus[image: External link]
	Spartacus[image: External link]



	Dean Stockwell[image: External link]
	Paul Morel
	Sons and Lovers[image: External link]



	Spencer Tracy[image: External link] ‡
	Henry Drummond
	Inherit the Wind[image: External link]



	1961[image: External link]
	Maximilian Schell[image: External link] †
	Hans Rolfe
	Judgment at Nuremberg[image: External link]



	Warren Beatty
	Bud Stamper
	Splendor in the Grass[image: External link]



	Maurice Chevalier[image: External link]
	Pannisse
	Fanny[image: External link]



	Paul Newman[image: External link] ‡
	Fast Eddie Felson
	The Hustler[image: External link]



	Sidney Poitier[image: External link]
	Walter Lee Younger
	A Raisin in the Sun[image: External link]



	1962[image: External link]
	Gregory Peck[image: External link] †
	Atticus Finch[image: External link]
	To Kill a Mockingbird[image: External link]



	Laurence Harvey[image: External link]
	Wilhelm Grimm/The Cobbler
	The Wonderful World of the Brothers Grimm[image: External link]



	Burt Lancaster[image: External link] ‡
	Robert Franklin Stroud[image: External link]
	Birdman of Alcatraz[image: External link]



	Jack Lemmon ‡
	Joe Clay
	Days of Wine and Roses[image: External link]



	James Mason
	Humbert Humbert
	Lolita[image: External link]



	Paul Newman[image: External link]
	Chance Wayne
	Sweet Bird of Youth[image: External link]



	Peter O'Toole ‡
	T. E. Lawrence[image: External link]
	Lawrence of Arabia[image: External link]



	Anthony Quinn[image: External link]
	Auda ibu Tayi[image: External link]



	1963[image: External link]
	Sidney Poitier[image: External link] †
	Homer Smith
	Lilies of the Field[image: External link]



	Marlon Brando
	Harrison Carter MacWhite
	The Ugly American[image: External link]



	Stathis Giallelis[image: External link]
	Stavros Topouzoglou
	America America[image: External link]



	Rex Harrison ‡
	Julius Caesar[image: External link]
	Cleopatra[image: External link]



	Steve McQueen
	Rocky Papasano
	Love with the Proper Stranger[image: External link]



	Paul Newman[image: External link] ‡
	Hud Bannon
	Hud[image: External link]



	Gregory Peck[image: External link]
	Captain Josiah Newman
	Captain Newman, M.D.[image: External link]



	Tom Tryon[image: External link]
	Stephen Fermoyle
	The Cardinal[image: External link]



	1964[image: External link]
	Peter O'Toole ‡
	King Henry II[image: External link]
	Becket[image: External link]



	Richard Burton[image: External link] ‡
	Thomas Becket[image: External link]
	Becket[image: External link]



	Anthony Franciosa[image: External link]
	Juan Luis Rodriguez
	Rio Conchos[image: External link]



	Fredric March[image: External link]
	President Lyman
	Seven Days in May[image: External link]



	Anthony Quinn[image: External link] ‡
	Alexis Zorba
	Zorba the Greek[image: External link]



	1965[image: External link]
	Omar Sharif[image: External link] §
	Yuri Zhivago[image: External link]
	Doctor Zhivago[image: External link]



	Rex Harrison
	Pope Julius II
	The Agony and the Ecstasy[image: External link]



	Sidney Poitier[image: External link]
	Gordon Ralfe
	A Patch of Blue[image: External link]



	Rod Steiger[image: External link] ‡
	Sol Nazerman
	The Pawnbroker[image: External link]



	Oskar Werner[image: External link] ‡
	Willie Schumann
	Ship of Fools[image: External link]



	1966[image: External link]
	Paul Scofield[image: External link] †
	Sir Thomas More[image: External link]
	A Man for All Seasons[image: External link]



	Richard Burton[image: External link] ‡
	George
	Who's Afraid of Virginia Woolf?[image: External link]



	Michael Caine ‡
	Alfie
	Alfie[image: External link]



	Steve McQueen ‡
	Machinist's Mate 1st Class Jake Holman
	The Sand Pebbles[image: External link]



	Max von Sydow[image: External link]
	Reverend Abner Hale[image: External link]
	Hawaii[image: External link]



	1967[image: External link]
	Rod Steiger[image: External link] †
	Police Chief Bill Gillespie
	In the Heat of the Night[image: External link]



	Alan Bates[image: External link]
	Gabriel Oak
	Far from the Madding Crowd[image: External link]



	Warren Beatty ‡
	Clyde Barrow[image: External link]
	Bonnie and Clyde[image: External link]



	Paul Newman[image: External link] ‡
	Lucas "Luke" Jackson
	Cool Hand Luke[image: External link]



	Sidney Poitier[image: External link]
	Detective Virgil Tibbs[image: External link]
	In the Heat of the Night[image: External link]



	Spencer Tracy[image: External link] ‡
	Matt Drayton
	Guess Who's Coming to Dinner[image: External link]



	1968[image: External link]
	Peter O'Toole ‡
	King Henry II[image: External link]
	The Lion in Winter[image: External link]



	Alan Arkin[image: External link] ‡
	John Singer
	The Heart Is a Lonely Hunter[image: External link]



	Alan Bates[image: External link] ‡
	Yakov Bok
	The Fixer[image: External link]



	Tony Curtis[image: External link]
	Albert DeSalvo[image: External link]
	The Boston Strangler[image: External link]



	Cliff Robertson[image: External link] †
	Charlie Gordon
	Charly[image: External link]



	1969[image: External link]
	John Wayne[image: External link] †
	Rooster Cogburn[image: External link]
	True Grit[image: External link]



	Alan Arkin[image: External link]
	Abraham "Popi" Rodriguez
	Popi[image: External link]



	Richard Burton[image: External link] ‡
	King Henry VIII[image: External link]
	Anne of the Thousand Days[image: External link]



	Dustin Hoffman ‡
	Enrico "Ratso" Rizzo
	Midnight Cowboy[image: External link]



	Jon Voight[image: External link] ‡
	Joe Buck
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 1970s






	Year
	Actor
	Character
	Film



	1970[image: External link]
	George C. Scott[image: External link] †
	George S. Patton[image: External link]
	Patton[image: External link]



	Melvyn Douglas[image: External link] ‡
	Tom Garrison
	I Never Sang for My Father[image: External link]



	James Earl Jones[image: External link] ‡
	Jack Jefferson
	The Great White Hope[image: External link]



	Jack Nicholson ‡
	Robert Eroica Dupea
	Five Easy Pieces[image: External link]



	Ryan O'Neal[image: External link] ‡
	Oliver Barret IV
	Love Story[image: External link]



	1971[image: External link]
	Gene Hackman †
	Detective Jimmy "Popeye" Doyle[image: External link]
	The French Connection[image: External link]



	Peter Finch[image: External link] ‡
	Daniel Hirsh
	Sunday Bloody Sunday[image: External link]



	Malcolm McDowell[image: External link]
	Alex DeLarge[image: External link]
	A Clockwork Orange[image: External link]



	Jack Nicholson
	Jonathan Fuerst
	Carnal Knowledge[image: External link]



	George C. Scott[image: External link] ‡
	Dr. Herbert Bock
	The Hospital[image: External link]



	1972[image: External link]
	Marlon Brando †
	Vito Corleone[image: External link]
	The Godfather[image: External link]



	Michael Caine ‡
	Milo Tindle
	Sleuth[image: External link]



	Laurence Olivier[image: External link] ‡
	Andrew Wyke



	Al Pacino[image: External link] ‡

(nominated Academy Award for Best Supporting Actor)
	Michael Corleone[image: External link]
	The Godfather[image: External link]



	Jon Voight[image: External link]
	Ed
	Deliverance[image: External link]



	1973[image: External link]
	Al Pacino[image: External link] ‡
	Frank Serpico[image: External link]
	Serpico[image: External link]



	Robert Blake[image: External link]
	John Wintergreen
	Electra Glide in Blue[image: External link]



	Jack Lemmon †
	Harry Stoner
	Save the Tiger[image: External link]



	Steve McQueen
	Henri "Papillon" Charrière[image: External link]
	Papillon[image: External link]



	Jack Nicholson ‡
	Signalman 1st Class Billy L. "Badass" Buddusky
	The Last Detail[image: External link]



	1974[image: External link]
	Jack Nicholson ‡
	J. J. "Jake" Gittes
	Chinatown[image: External link]



	James Caan[image: External link]
	Axel Freed
	The Gambler[image: External link]



	Gene Hackman
	Harry Caul
	The Conversation[image: External link]



	Dustin Hoffman ‡
	Lenny Bruce[image: External link]
	Lenny[image: External link]



	Al Pacino[image: External link] ‡
	Michael Corleone[image: External link]
	The Godfather Part II[image: External link]



	1975[image: External link]
	Jack Nicholson †
	Randle Patrick "Mac" McMurphy[image: External link]
	One Flew Over the Cuckoo's Nest[image: External link]



	Gene Hackman
	Detective Jimmy "Popeye" Doyle[image: External link]
	French Connection II[image: External link]



	Al Pacino[image: External link] ‡
	Sonny Wortzik[image: External link]
	Dog Day Afternoon[image: External link]



	Maximilian Schell[image: External link] ‡
	Arthur Goldman
	The Man in the Glass Booth[image: External link]



	James Whitmore[image: External link] ‡
	Harry S. Truman[image: External link]
	Give 'em Hell, Harry![image: External link]



	1976[image: External link]
	Peter Finch[image: External link] †
	Howard Beale
	Network[image: External link]



	David Carradine[image: External link]
	Woody Guthrie[image: External link]
	Bound for Glory[image: External link]



	Robert De Niro[image: External link] ‡
	Travis Bickle[image: External link]
	Taxi Driver[image: External link]



	Dustin Hoffman
	"Babe" Levy
	Marathon Man[image: External link]



	Sylvester Stallone[image: External link] ‡
	Rocky Balboa[image: External link]
	Rocky[image: External link]



	1977[image: External link]
	Richard Burton[image: External link] ‡
	Dr. Martin Dysart
	Equus[image: External link]



	Marcello Mastroianni ‡
	Gabriele
	A Special Day[image: External link]



	Al Pacino[image: External link]
	Bobby Deerfield
	Bobby Deerfield[image: External link]



	Gregory Peck[image: External link]
	Douglas MacArthur[image: External link]
	MacArthur[image: External link]



	Henry Winkler[image: External link]
	Jack Dunne
	Heroes[image: External link]



	1978[image: External link]
	Jon Voight[image: External link] †
	Luke Martin
	Coming Home[image: External link]



	Brad Davis[image: External link]
	Billy Hayes[image: External link]
	Midnight Express[image: External link]



	Robert De Niro[image: External link] ‡
	Michael Vronsky
	The Deer Hunter[image: External link]



	Anthony Hopkins
	Corky Withers / "Fats"
	Magic[image: External link]



	Gregory Peck[image: External link]
	Dr. Josef Mengele[image: External link]
	The Boys from Brazil[image: External link]



	1979[image: External link]
	Dustin Hoffman †
	Ted Kramer
	Kramer vs. Kramer[image: External link]



	Jack Lemmon ‡
	Jack Godell
	The China Syndrome[image: External link]



	Al Pacino[image: External link] ‡
	Arthur Kirkland
	...And Justice for All[image: External link]



	Jon Voight[image: External link]
	Billy Flynn
	The Champ[image: External link]



	James Woods
	Gregory Powell[image: External link]
	The Onion Field[image: External link]
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 1980s






	Year
	Actor
	Character
	Film



	1980[image: External link]
	Robert De Niro[image: External link] †
	Jake LaMotta[image: External link]
	Raging Bull[image: External link]



	John Hurt[image: External link] ‡
	John Merrick[image: External link]
	The Elephant Man[image: External link]



	Jack Lemmon ‡
	Scottie Templeton
	Tribute[image: External link]



	Peter O'Toole ‡
	Eli Cross
	The Stunt Man[image: External link]



	Donald Sutherland[image: External link]
	Calvin Jarrett
	Ordinary People[image: External link]



	1981[image: External link]
	Henry Fonda[image: External link] †
	Norman Thayer
	On Golden Pond[image: External link]



	Warren Beatty ‡
	John Reed[image: External link]
	Reds[image: External link]



	Timothy Hutton[image: External link]
	Brian Moreland
	Taps[image: External link]



	Burt Lancaster[image: External link] ‡
	Lou Pascal
	Atlantic City[image: External link]



	Treat Williams[image: External link]
	Daniel Ciello
	Prince of the City[image: External link]



	1982[image: External link]
	Ben Kingsley[image: External link] †
	Mahatma Gandhi[image: External link]
	Gandhi[image: External link]



	Albert Finney
	George Dunlap
	Shoot the Moon[image: External link]



	Richard Gere
	Zack Mayo
	An Officer and a Gentleman[image: External link]



	Jack Lemmon ‡
	Ed Horman
	Missing[image: External link]



	Paul Newman[image: External link] ‡
	Frank Galvin
	The Verdict[image: External link]



	1983[image: External link]
	Tom Courtenay[image: External link] ‡
	Norman
	The Dresser[image: External link]



	Robert Duvall †
	Mac Sledge
	Tender Mercies[image: External link]



	Tom Conti[image: External link] ‡
	Gowan McGland
	Reuben, Reuben[image: External link]



	Richard Farnsworth
	Bill Miner[image: External link]
	The Grey Fox[image: External link]



	Albert Finney ‡
	Sir
	The Dresser[image: External link]



	Al Pacino[image: External link]
	Tony Montana[image: External link]
	Scarface[image: External link]



	Eric Roberts[image: External link]
	Paul Snider[image: External link]
	Star 80[image: External link]



	1984[image: External link]
	F. Murray Abraham[image: External link] †
	Antonio Salieri[image: External link]
	Amadeus[image: External link]



	Jeff Bridges ‡
	Starman ("Scott Hayden")
	Starman[image: External link]



	Albert Finney ‡
	Geoffrey Firmin
	Under the Volcano[image: External link]



	Tom Hulce[image: External link] ‡
	Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart[image: External link]
	Amadeus[image: External link]



	Sam Waterston[image: External link] ‡
	Sydney Schanberg[image: External link]
	The Killing Fields[image: External link]



	1985[image: External link]
	Jon Voight[image: External link] ‡
	Oscar Manheim
	Runaway Train[image: External link]



	Harrison Ford[image: External link] ‡
	John Book
	Witness[image: External link]



	Gene Hackman
	Harry MacKenzie
	Twice in a Lifetime[image: External link]



	William Hurt[image: External link] †
	Luis Molina
	Kiss of the Spider Woman[image: External link]



	Raúl Juliá[image: External link]
	Valentin Arregui



	1986[image: External link]
	Bob Hoskins[image: External link] ‡
	George
	Mona Lisa[image: External link]



	Harrison Ford[image: External link]
	Allie Fox
	The Mosquito Coast[image: External link]



	Dexter Gordon[image: External link] ‡
	Dale Turner
	Round Midnight[image: External link]



	William Hurt[image: External link] ‡
	James Leeds
	Children of a Lesser God[image: External link]



	Jeremy Irons[image: External link]
	Father Gabriel
	The Mission[image: External link]



	Paul Newman[image: External link] †
	Fast Eddie Felson
	The Color of Money[image: External link]



	1987[image: External link]
	Michael Douglas †
	Gordon Gekko[image: External link]
	Wall Street[image: External link]



	John Lone[image: External link]
	Puyi[image: External link]
	The Last Emperor[image: External link]



	Jack Nicholson ‡
	Francis Phelan
	Ironweed[image: External link]



	Nick Nolte[image: External link]
	Lee Umstetter
	Weeds[image: External link]



	Denzel Washington[image: External link] ‡

(nominated for Academy Award for Best Supporting Actor)
	Steve Biko[image: External link]
	Cry Freedom[image: External link]



	1988[image: External link]
	Dustin Hoffman †
	Raymond Babbitt
	Rain Man[image: External link]



	Gene Hackman ‡
	Rupert Anderson
	Mississippi Burning[image: External link]



	Tom Hulce[image: External link]
	Dominick Luciano
	Dominick and Eugene[image: External link]



	Edward James Olmos ‡
	Jaime Escalante[image: External link]
	Stand and Deliver[image: External link]



	Forest Whitaker
	Charlie Parker[image: External link]
	Bird[image: External link]



	1989[image: External link]
	Tom Cruise ‡
	Ron Kovic[image: External link]
	Born on the Fourth of July[image: External link]



	Daniel Day-Lewis †
	Christy Brown[image: External link]
	My Left Foot[image: External link]



	Jack Lemmon
	Jake Tremont
	Dad[image: External link]



	Al Pacino[image: External link]
	Frank Keller
	Sea of Love[image: External link]



	Robin Williams ‡
	John Keating
	Dead Poets Society[image: External link]
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 1990s






	Year
	Actor
	Character
	Film



	1990[image: External link]
	Jeremy Irons[image: External link] †
	Claus von Bülow[image: External link]
	Reversal of Fortune[image: External link]



	Kevin Costner[image: External link] ‡
	Lt. John J. Dunbar / Dances with Wolves
	Dances with Wolves[image: External link]



	Richard Harris ‡
	Bull McCabe
	The Field[image: External link]



	Al Pacino[image: External link]
	Michael Corleone[image: External link]
	The Godfather Part III[image: External link]



	Robin Williams
	Dr. Malcolm Sayer
	Awakenings[image: External link]



	1991[image: External link]
	Nick Nolte[image: External link] ‡
	Tom Wingo
	The Prince of Tides[image: External link]



	Warren Beatty ‡
	Bugsy Siegel[image: External link]
	Bugsy[image: External link]



	Kevin Costner[image: External link]
	Jim Garrison[image: External link]
	JFK[image: External link]



	Robert De Niro[image: External link] ‡
	Max Cady[image: External link]
	Cape Fear[image: External link]



	Anthony Hopkins †
	Dr. Hannibal Lecter[image: External link]
	The Silence of the Lambs[image: External link]



	1992[image: External link]
	Al Pacino[image: External link] †
	Lieutenant Colonel Frank Slade
	Scent of a Woman[image: External link]



	Tom Cruise
	Lt. Daniel Kaffee, USN, JAG Corps
	A Few Good Men[image: External link]



	Robert Downey Jr. ‡
	Charlie Chaplin[image: External link]
	Chaplin[image: External link]



	Jack Nicholson
	Jimmy Hoffa[image: External link]
	Hoffa[image: External link]



	Denzel Washington[image: External link] ‡
	Malcolm X[image: External link]
	Malcolm X[image: External link]



	1993[image: External link]
	Tom Hanks †
	Andrew Beckett
	Philadelphia[image: External link]



	Daniel Day-Lewis ‡
	Gerry Conlon[image: External link]
	In the Name of the Father[image: External link]



	Harrison Ford[image: External link]
	Dr. Richard Kimble
	The Fugitive[image: External link]



	Anthony Hopkins ‡
	James Stevens
	The Remains of the Day[image: External link]



	Liam Neeson[image: External link] ‡
	Oskar Schindler[image: External link]
	Schindler's List[image: External link]



	1994[image: External link]
	Tom Hanks †
	Forrest Gump[image: External link]
	Forrest Gump[image: External link]



	Morgan Freeman ‡
	Ellis Boyd "Red" Redding
	The Shawshank Redemption[image: External link]



	Paul Newman[image: External link] ‡
	Donald "Sully" Sullivan
	Nobody's Fool[image: External link]



	Brad Pitt[image: External link]
	Tristan Ludlow
	Legends of the Fall[image: External link]



	John Travolta ‡
	Vincent Vega
	Pulp Fiction[image: External link]



	1995[image: External link]
	Nicolas Cage[image: External link] †
	Ben Sanderson
	Leaving Las Vegas[image: External link]



	Richard Dreyfuss ‡
	Glenn Holland
	Mr. Holland's Opus[image: External link]



	Anthony Hopkins ‡
	Richard Nixon[image: External link]
	Nixon[image: External link]



	Ian McKellen[image: External link]
	King Richard III[image: External link]
	Richard III[image: External link]



	Sean Penn ‡
	Matthew Poncelet
	Dead Man Walking[image: External link]



	1996[image: External link]
	Geoffrey Rush †
	David Helfgott[image: External link]
	Shine[image: External link]



	Ralph Fiennes[image: External link] ‡
	László de Almásy[image: External link]
	The English Patient[image: External link]



	Mel Gibson[image: External link]
	Tom Mullen
	Ransom[image: External link]



	Woody Harrelson ‡
	Larry Flynt[image: External link]
	The People vs. Larry Flynt[image: External link]



	Liam Neeson[image: External link]
	Michael Collins[image: External link]
	Michael Collins[image: External link]



	1997[image: External link]
	Peter Fonda[image: External link] ‡
	Ulee Jackson
	Ulee's Gold[image: External link]



	Matt Damon ‡
	Will Hunting
	Good Will Hunting[image: External link]



	Daniel Day-Lewis
	Danny Flynn
	The Boxer[image: External link]



	Leonardo DiCaprio
	Jack Dawson
	Titanic[image: External link]



	Djimon Hounsou[image: External link]
	Joseph Cinqué
	Amistad[image: External link]



	1998[image: External link]
	Jim Carrey §
	Truman Burbank
	The Truman Show[image: External link]



	Stephen Fry[image: External link]
	Oscar Wilde[image: External link]
	Wilde[image: External link]



	Tom Hanks ‡
	Captain John H. Miller
	Saving Private Ryan[image: External link]



	Ian McKellen[image: External link] ‡
	James Whale[image: External link]
	Gods and Monsters[image: External link]



	Nick Nolte[image: External link] ‡
	Wade Whitehouse
	Affliction[image: External link]



	1999[image: External link]
	Denzel Washington[image: External link] ‡
	Rubin "Hurricane" Carter[image: External link]
	The Hurricane[image: External link]



	Russell Crowe[image: External link] ‡
	Jeffrey Wigand[image: External link]
	The Insider[image: External link]



	Matt Damon
	Tom Ripley
	The Talented Mr. Ripley[image: External link]



	Richard Farnsworth ‡
	Alvin Straight[image: External link]
	The Straight Story[image: External link]



	Kevin Spacey[image: External link] †
	Lester Burnham
	American Beauty[image: External link]
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 2000s






	Year
	Actor
	Character
	Film



	2000[image: External link][1]
	Tom Hanks ‡
	Chuck Noland
	Cast Away[image: External link]



	Javier Bardem ‡
	Reinaldo Arenas[image: External link]
	Before Night Falls[image: External link]



	Russell Crowe[image: External link] †
	Maximus Decimus Meridius
	Gladiator[image: External link]



	Michael Douglas
	Grady Tripp
	Wonder Boys[image: External link]



	Geoffrey Rush ‡
	Marquis de Sade[image: External link]
	Quills[image: External link]



	2001[image: External link]
	Russell Crowe[image: External link] ‡
	John Nash[image: External link]
	A Beautiful Mind[image: External link]



	Will Smith ‡
	Muhammad Ali[image: External link]
	Ali[image: External link]



	Kevin Spacey[image: External link]
	Quoyle
	The Shipping News[image: External link]



	Billy Bob Thornton[image: External link]
	Ed Crane
	The Man Who Wasn't There[image: External link]



	Denzel Washington[image: External link] †
	Detective Alonzo Harris[image: External link]
	Training Day[image: External link]



	2002[image: External link]
	Jack Nicholson ‡
	Warren R. Schmidt
	About Schmidt[image: External link]



	Adrien Brody[image: External link] †
	Władysław Szpilman[image: External link]
	The Pianist[image: External link]



	Michael Caine ‡
	Thomas Fowler
	The Quiet American[image: External link]



	Daniel Day-Lewis ‡
	William "Bill the Butcher" Cutting[image: External link]
	Gangs of New York[image: External link]



	Leonardo DiCaprio
	Frank Abagnale, Jr.[image: External link]
	Catch Me If You Can[image: External link]



	2003[image: External link]
	Sean Penn †
	Jimmy Markum
	Mystic River[image: External link]



	Russell Crowe[image: External link]
	Captain Jack Aubrey[image: External link]
	Master and Commander: The Far Side of the World[image: External link]



	Tom Cruise
	Captain Nathan Algren
	The Last Samurai[image: External link]



	Ben Kingsley[image: External link] ‡
	Massoud Behrani
	House of Sand and Fog[image: External link]



	Jude Law[image: External link] ‡
	W. P. Inman
	Cold Mountain[image: External link]



	2004[image: External link]
	Leonardo DiCaprio ‡
	Howard Hughes[image: External link]
	The Aviator[image: External link]



	Javier Bardem
	Ramón Sampedro[image: External link]
	The Sea Inside[image: External link]



	Don Cheadle ‡
	Paul Rusesabagina[image: External link]
	Hotel Rwanda[image: External link]



	Johnny Depp ‡
	J. M. Barrie[image: External link]
	Finding Neverland[image: External link]



	Liam Neeson[image: External link]
	Alfred Kinsey[image: External link]
	Kinsey[image: External link]



	2005[image: External link]
	Philip Seymour Hoffman †
	Truman Capote[image: External link]
	Capote[image: External link]



	Russell Crowe[image: External link]
	James J. Braddock[image: External link]
	Cinderella Man[image: External link]



	Terrence Howard ‡
	DJay
	Hustle & Flow[image: External link]



	Heath Ledger ‡
	Ennis Del Mar[image: External link]
	Brokeback Mountain



	David Strathairn[image: External link] ‡
	Edward R. Murrow[image: External link]
	Good Night, and Good Luck[image: External link].



	2006[image: External link]
	Forest Whitaker †
	Idi Amin[image: External link]
	The Last King of Scotland[image: External link]



	Leonardo DiCaprio ‡
	Danny Archer
	Blood Diamond[image: External link]



	Leonardo DiCaprio
	William "Billy" Costigan, Jr.
	The Departed[image: External link]



	Peter O'Toole ‡
	Maurice Russell
	Venus[image: External link]



	Will Smith ‡
	Chris Gardner[image: External link]
	The Pursuit of Happyness[image: External link]



	2007[image: External link]
	Daniel Day-Lewis †
	Daniel Plainview
	There Will Be Blood[image: External link]



	George Clooney ‡
	Michael Clayton
	Michael Clayton[image: External link]



	James McAvoy[image: External link]
	Robbie Turner
	Atonement[image: External link]



	Viggo Mortensen ‡
	Nikolai Luzhin
	Eastern Promises[image: External link]



	Denzel Washington[image: External link]
	Frank Lucas[image: External link]
	American Gangster[image: External link]



	2008[image: External link]
	Mickey Rourke ‡
	Randy "The Ram" Robinson
	The Wrestler[image: External link]



	Leonardo DiCaprio
	Frank Wheeler
	Revolutionary Road[image: External link]



	Frank Langella[image: External link] ‡
	Richard Nixon[image: External link]
	Frost/Nixon[image: External link]



	Sean Penn †
	Harvey Milk[image: External link]
	Milk[image: External link]



	Brad Pitt[image: External link] ‡
	Benjamin Button
	The Curious Case of Benjamin Button[image: External link]



	2009[image: External link]
	Jeff Bridges †
	Otis "Bad" Blake
	Crazy Heart[image: External link]



	George Clooney ‡
	Ryan Bingham
	Up in the Air[image: External link]



	Colin Firth ‡
	George Falconer
	A Single Man[image: External link]



	Morgan Freeman ‡
	Nelson Mandela[image: External link]
	Invictus[image: External link]



	Tobey Maguire
	Captain Sam Cahill
	Brothers[image: External link]
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 2010s






	Year
	Actor
	Character
	Film



	2010[image: External link]
	Colin Firth †
	King George VI[image: External link]
	The King's Speech[image: External link]



	Jesse Eisenberg[image: External link] ‡
	Mark Zuckerberg[image: External link]
	The Social Network[image: External link]



	James Franco ‡
	Aron Ralston[image: External link]
	127 Hours[image: External link]



	Ryan Gosling
	Dean Pereira
	Blue Valentine



	Mark Wahlberg
	Micky Ward[image: External link]
	The Fighter[image: External link]



	2011[image: External link]
	George Clooney ‡
	Matt King
	The Descendants[image: External link]



	Leonardo DiCaprio
	J. Edgar Hoover[image: External link]
	J. Edgar[image: External link]



	Michael Fassbender
	Brandon Sullivan
	Shame[image: External link]



	Ryan Gosling
	Stephen Meyers
	The Ides of March



	Brad Pitt[image: External link] ‡
	Billy Beane[image: External link]
	Moneyball[image: External link]



	2012[image: External link]
	Daniel Day-Lewis †
	Abraham Lincoln[image: External link]
	Lincoln[image: External link]



	Richard Gere
	Robert Miller
	Arbitrage[image: External link]



	John Hawkes
	Mark O'Brien[image: External link]
	The Sessions[image: External link]



	Joaquin Phoenix ‡
	Freddie Quell
	The Master[image: External link]



	Denzel Washington[image: External link] ‡
	William "Whip" Whitaker, Sr.
	Flight[image: External link]



	2013[image: External link]
	Matthew McConaughey †
	Ron Woodroof[image: External link]
	Dallas Buyers Club[image: External link]



	Chiwetel Ejiofor[image: External link] ‡
	Solomon Northup[image: External link]
	12 Years a Slave[image: External link]



	Idris Elba[image: External link]
	Nelson Mandela[image: External link]
	Mandela: Long Walk to Freedom[image: External link]



	Tom Hanks
	Captain Richard Phillips[image: External link]
	Captain Phillips[image: External link]



	Robert Redford[image: External link]
	Our Man
	All Is Lost[image: External link]



	2014[image: External link]
	Eddie Redmayne[image: External link] †
	Stephen Hawking[image: External link]
	The Theory of Everything[image: External link]



	Steve Carell ‡
	John Eleuthère du Pont[image: External link]
	Foxcatcher[image: External link]



	Benedict Cumberbatch[image: External link] ‡
	Alan Turing[image: External link]
	The Imitation Game[image: External link]



	Jake Gyllenhaal
	Louis "Lou" Bloom
	Nightcrawler[image: External link]



	David Oyelowo[image: External link]
	Martin Luther King Jr.[image: External link]
	Selma[image: External link]



	2015[image: External link]
	Leonardo DiCaprio †
	Hugh Glass[image: External link]
	The Revenant[image: External link]



	Bryan Cranston[image: External link] ‡
	Dalton Trumbo[image: External link]
	Trumbo[image: External link]



	Michael Fassbender ‡
	Steve Jobs[image: External link]
	Steve Jobs[image: External link]



	Eddie Redmayne[image: External link] ‡
	Lili Elbe[image: External link]
	The Danish Girl[image: External link]



	Will Smith
	Dr. Bennet Omalu[image: External link]
	Concussion[image: External link]



	2016[image: External link]
	Casey Affleck †
	Lee Chandler
	Manchester by the Sea[image: External link]



	Joel Edgerton[image: External link]
	Richard Loving[image: External link]
	Loving[image: External link]



	Andrew Garfield[image: External link] ‡
	Desmond T. Doss[image: External link]
	Hacksaw Ridge[image: External link]



	Viggo Mortensen ‡
	Ben Cash
	Captain Fantastic[image: External link]



	Denzel Washington[image: External link] ‡
	Troy Maxson
	Fences[image: External link]
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 Multiple nominations







	

	10 nominations




	Al Pacino[image: External link]




	8 nominations




	Leonardo DiCaprio

	Jack Nicholson




	7 nominations




	Paul Newman[image: External link]

	Denzel Washington[image: External link]




	6 nominations




	Daniel Day-Lewis

	Jack Lemmon




	5 nominations




	Richard Burton[image: External link]

	Russel Crowe[image: External link]

	Gene Hackman

	Tom Hanks

	Dustin Hoffman

	Peter O'Toole

	Gregory Peck[image: External link]

	Sidney Poitier[image: External link]

	Jon Voight[image: External link]




	4 nominations




	Warren Beatty

	Marlon Brando

	Robert De Niro[image: External link]

	Anthony Hopkins

	Burt Lancaster[image: External link]

	Spencer Tracy[image: External link]




	3 nominations




	Michael Caine

	George Clooney

	Tom Cruise

	Albert Finney

	Harrison Ford[image: External link]

	Fredric March[image: External link]

	Steve McQueen

	Liam Neeson[image: External link]

	Nick Nolte[image: External link]

	Laurence Olivier[image: External link]

	Sean Penn

	Brad Pitt[image: External link]

	George C. Scott[image: External link]

	Will Smith




	

	2 nominations




	Alan Arkin[image: External link]

	Alan Bates[image: External link]

	Javier Bardem

	Jeff Bridges

	Gary Cooper[image: External link]

	Kevin Costner[image: External link]

	Tony Curtis[image: External link]

	Matt Damon

	Kirk Douglas[image: External link]

	Michael Douglas

	Richard Farnsworth

	Michael Fassbender

	Peter Finch[image: External link]

	Colin Firth

	Henry Fonda[image: External link]

	Morgan Freeman

	Richard Gere

	Ryan Gosling

	Rex Harrison

	Charlton Heston[image: External link]

	Tom Hulce[image: External link]

	William Hurt[image: External link]

	Jeremy Irons[image: External link]

	Ben Kingsley[image: External link]

	Ian McKellen[image: External link]

	Ray Milland[image: External link]

	Viggo Mortensen

	Anthony Quinn[image: External link]

	Eddie Redmayne[image: External link]

	Geoffrey Rush

	Maximilian Schell[image: External link]

	Kevin Spacey[image: External link]

	Rod Steiger[image: External link]

	Forest Whitaker

	Robin Williams
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 Multiple winners





	3 wins




	Tom Hanks (2 consecutive)

	Jack Nicholson (2 consecutive)




	2 wins




	Marlon Brando

	Daniel Day-Lewis

	Leonardo DiCaprio

	Dustin Hoffman

	Peter O'Toole

	Al Pacino

	Gregory Peck

	Jon Voight
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 See also





	Academy Award for Best Actor[image: External link]

	Critics' Choice Movie Award for Best Actor[image: External link]

	Independent Spirit Award for Best Male Lead

	BAFTA Award for Best Actor in a Leading Role[image: External link]

	Golden Globe Award for Best Actor – Motion Picture Musical or Comedy

	Screen Actors Guild Award for Outstanding Performance by a Male Actor in a Leading Role[image: External link]
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Blue Valentine (film)






Blue Valentine is a 2010 American romantic[image: External link] drama film[image: External link] written and directed by Derek Cianfrance. The film premiered in competition at the 26th Sundance Film Festival[image: External link]. Derek Cianfrance, Cami Delavigne, and Joey Curtis wrote the film, and Michelle Williams and Ryan Gosling played the lead roles as well as serving as co-executive producers for the film. The band Grizzly Bear[image: External link] scored the film.

The film depicts a married couple, Dean Pereira (Gosling) and Cynthia "Cindy" Heller (Williams), shifting back and forth in time between their courtship and the dissolution of their marriage several years later. Michelle Williams was nominated for an Academy Award for Best Actress[image: External link] for her performance in the film.



TOP
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 Plot




Throughout the film, the present timeline is intercut with the story of how Dean and Cindy became involved.

Dean is a young high school dropout[image: External link], working for a moving company in Brooklyn[image: External link]. Cindy is a pre-med student living with her constantly fighting parents and also caring for her grandmother in Pennsylvania[image: External link]. Cindy and Dean meet at Cindy's grandmother's nursing home while Dean is delivering a new resident's furniture and they begin dating afterwards.

Cindy discovers she is pregnant, and tells Dean that the baby is most likely not his, as her ex-boyfriend Bobby didn't use protection. Dean asks Cindy whether or not she wants to keep the baby. At an abortion clinic, Cindy decides at the last moment to cancel the procedure, and on a bus ride home, Dean tells her he doesn't mind if the child is not his, and that he wants to begin a family with her. Before the wedding, Bobby finds out about Dean and beats him up.

Five years later, the couple lives in rural Pennsylvania with their daughter Frankie. Dean works at painting houses while Cindy is a nurse at a clinic. One evening, Dean insists on taking Cindy out for a romantic getaway at a motel so they can have some time off from their preoccupied lives, much to Cindy's reluctance.

While buying wine in a liquor store, Cindy sees Bobby, who asks Cindy if she has ever cheated on her husband. She hesitates, but eventually says no. In the car, Cindy and Dean get into an argument when she mentions seeing Bobby again. At the motel, they continue fighting during sex. Cindy is called away early in the morning to work at the clinic, and she leaves a note for Dean. At the clinic, Cindy's boss, Dr. Feinberg, talks to her about a position he had offered her, and asks if she would move closer to work, suggesting that they would be able to spend time together on weekends. Visibly upset, Cindy says she previously thought he was offering her the position because she was good at her job.

Angered that Cindy left the motel without waking him, Dean shows up drunk at the clinic, leading to a violent altercation with Dr. Feinberg. Cindy says she wants a divorce after Dr. Feinberg fires her. After leaving the clinic, Dean tries to persuade Cindy to give the marriage another chance, asking if she wants their daughter to grow up in a broken home. Cindy says she does not want Frankie to grow up with parents who are so hateful to each other.

Dean reminds Cindy of their wedding vows, and the two apologize to each other. Dean is seen walking away from the house, with Frankie running after him. Dean tells Frankie to go back to her mom despite Frankie begging him to stay. Dean tricks Frankie by challenging her to a race in an attempt to send her back to Cindy, and he continues walking away while Cindy picks up an upset Frankie, who cries "I love him."
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 Cast





	
Ryan Gosling as Dean Pereira

	
Michelle Williams as Cindy Heller

	Faith Wladyka as Frances "Frankie"

	
John Doman[image: External link] as Jerry

	
Mike Vogel[image: External link] as Bobby

	Marshall Johnson as Marshall

	Jen Jones as Gramma

	
Ben Shenkman[image: External link] as Dr. Feinberg

	
Maryann Plunkett[image: External link] as Glenda
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 Production




Williams was 21 when she received the script and Gosling committed to the production four years later, but filming did not begin until 2009, when Williams was 29, owing to Cianfrance's inability to find financing. The director was also unable to film the "young" and "older" scenes several years apart as he had hoped, again due to lack of money.[3] The film was to be shot in California[image: External link] but production was moved to Brooklyn, New York[image: External link] and Honesdale, Pennsylvania[image: External link]. Williams wanted to stay close to her Brooklyn home to take care of her daughter, Matilda, so the director chose Honesdale due to its proximity to Brooklyn.

Gosling and Williams improvised dialogue; the scene in which their characters wander through New York together was unscripted, for example; the actors—who had both appeared in The United States of Leland (2003) but had not shared scenes—got to know each other during its filming.[3] Before filming the marriage dissolution between the main characters, Gosling and Williams prepared by renting a home, bringing their own clothing and belongings, buying groceries with a budget based on their characters' incomes, filming home movies and taking a family portrait at a local Sears[image: External link] with the actress who played their daughter, and staging out arguments.[3][5] Cianfrance visited the actors and assisted them in building tension while remaining in character: "One night he told Gosling to go into Williams' bedroom and try to make love to her. Gosling, soundly rejected, ended up sleeping on the couch."[5]

The film was shot in Super 16mm[image: External link] and Red One[image: External link]. The former was used for the pre-marriage scenes and the latter was used for the post-marriage scenes.[6] Andrij Parekh used only one professional light in the filming of the outside scenes, otherwise using only practical lights for the inside scenes.

While on the The Hollywood Reporter Director's Roundtable, Cianfrance said that he had given up his entire director's fee to help fund the film: "I mean, it came down to we were exactly my fee short. They paid me and I just paid it back. So I still have to pay taxes on it, you know. So I actually had to pay to make the movie."[7]
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 Music




Gosling wrote and performed some songs by himself. The band Grizzly Bear[image: External link] composed the score of the film. A soundtrack for the film was released by Lakeshore Records.

One of the film's feature songs, "You and Me", which is presented as the couple's personal song, was originally recorded as a demo by a group called Penny & The Quarters[image: External link] for the obscure Prix Label of Columbus, Ohio[image: External link] in the early 1970s. It was re-released on a compilation album by the Numero Group[image: External link] in 2007 without the members of the group being identified.[8]
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 Release




The film was screened in the Un Certain Regard section at the 2010 Cannes Film Festival[image: External link][9] and premiered at the Toronto International Film Festival[image: External link] on September 15, 2010.[10] In Australia, the film was released on December 26, 2010 through Palace Films[image: External link].[11] In the United States, it was distributed by The Weinstein Company[image: External link] as a limited release[image: External link] on December 29, 2010.[12]
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 Rating




On October 8, 2010, Blue Valentine was given an NC-17[image: External link] rating[image: External link] by the MPAA[image: External link] for American cinemas. This was due to a scene depicting cunnilingus[image: External link].[13] Gosling accused the MPAA of sexism[image: External link] and misogyny[image: External link]. "There's plenty of oral sex scenes in a lot of movies, where it's a man receiving it from a woman – and they're R-rated. Ours is reversed and somehow it's perceived as pornographic", he stated.[14][15] The Weinstein Company appealed the decision and aimed for an R[image: External link] without any trims to the film, believing the prior decision would significantly harm the film's potential box office take in the United States.[16] The appeal was successful on December 8, 2010, and the film received an R rating.

The film was given an uncut 15 certificate[image: External link] from the British Board of Film Classification[image: External link].[17]
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 Home media




The film was released on DVD[image: External link] and Blu-ray[image: External link] on May 10, 2011. Special features include an audio commentary[image: External link] with Director Derek Cianfrance, a making-of documentary, deleted scenes[image: External link], and home movies.[18] The film has grossed $5,336,207 through US video sales.[19]


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Reception
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 Critical response




Blue Valentine received critical acclaim.[20] Rotten Tomatoes[image: External link], a review aggregator[image: External link], reports that 88% of 194 surveyed critics gave the film a positive review; the average rating is 7.8 out of 10. The critical consensus states: "This emotionally gripping examination of a marriage on the rocks isn't always easy to watch, but Michelle Williams and Ryan Gosling give performances of unusual depth and power."[21] On Metacritic, the film has an average score of 81 out of 100 based on 42 reviews.[22] Roger Ebert gave it 3.5/4 stars, writing: "Dean seems stuck. He seems to stay fixed at the initial stage. Can you see the difference between (1) "He loves me as much as he always did", and (2) "He loves me exactly like he always did"? I've read reviews saying Cianfrance isn't clear about what went wrong as they got from there to here. Is anybody?"[23]
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 Top ten lists




Blue Valentine was listed on many critics' top ten lists.[24]



	1st – Nathan Rabin[image: External link], The A.V. Club[image: External link]


	1st – Mick LaSalle, San Francisco Chronicle


	1st – Joe Neumaier, New York Daily News[image: External link]


	2nd – Drew McWeeny[image: External link], HitFix[image: External link]


	3rd – Claudia Puig, USA Today


	4th – Andrew O'Hehir, Salon.com[image: External link]


	4th – Peter Hartlaub, San Francisco Chronicle


	4th – Steve Persall, St. Petersburg Times[image: External link]


	6th – Chuck Wilson, L.A. Weekly[image: External link]


	6th – Mike Scott, The Times-Picayune[image: External link]


	7th – Owen Gleiberman[image: External link], Entertainment Weekly


	7th – Clint O'Conner, Cleveland Plain Dealer[image: External link]


	8th – Rene Rodriguez, Miami Herald[image: External link]


	Top 10 (listed alphabetically) – Dana Stevens[image: External link], Slate


	Top 10 (ranked alphabetically) – Joe Williams[image: External link], St. Louis Post-Dispatch[image: External link]
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 Accolades




In 2006, the script won the Chrysler[image: External link] Film Project, a competition that awards cash to an outstanding new feature film director overseen by Independent Feature Project[image: External link].[25]



	List of awards and nominations



	Award
	Date of ceremony
	Category
	Recipient(s)
	Result



	Academy Awards[image: External link][26]
	February 27, 2011
	Best Actress[image: External link]
	Michelle Williams
	Nominated



	Casting Society of America[image: External link][27]
	2011
	Artios Award for Outstanding Achievement in Casting - Low Budget Feature – Drama/Comedy
	Cindy Tolan, Richard Hicks (LA Casting Consultant), David Rubin (LA Casting Consultant)
	Nominated



	Chicago Film Critics Association Awards[image: External link][28]
	December 20, 2010
	Best Actor[image: External link]
	Ryan Gosling
	Nominated



	Best Actress[image: External link]
	Michelle Williams
	Nominated



	Most Promising Filmmaker
	Derek Cianfrance
	Won



	Golden Globe Awards[image: External link][29]
	January 16, 2011
	Best Actor – Motion Picture Drama
	Ryan Gosling
	Nominated



	Best Actress – Motion Picture Drama[image: External link]
	Michelle Williams
	Nominated



	Gotham Independent Film Awards[image: External link][30]
	November 29, 2010
	Best Film
	
	Nominated



	Independent Spirit Awards[image: External link][31]
	February 26, 2011
	Best Actress[image: External link]
	Michelle Williams
	Nominated



	London Film Critics Circle Awards[image: External link][32]
	February 10, 2011
	Best Actor[image: External link]
	Ryan Gosling
	Nominated



	Online Film Critics Society Awards[image: External link][33]
	January 3, 2011
	Best Actor[image: External link]
	Ryan Gosling
	Nominated



	San Diego Film Critics Society Awards[image: External link][34]
	December 14, 2010
	Best Actress[image: External link]
	Michelle Williams
	Nominated



	San Francisco Film Critics Circle Awards[image: External link][35]
	December 13, 2010
	Best Actress[image: External link]
	Michelle Williams
	Won



	Satellite Awards[image: External link][36]
	December 19, 2010
	Best Film[image: External link]
	
	Nominated



	Best Actor[image: External link]
	Ryan Gosling
	Nominated



	Best Actress[image: External link]
	Michelle Williams
	Nominated
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The Ides of March (film)






The Ides of March is a 2011 American political[image: External link] drama film[image: External link] directed by George Clooney from a screenplay written by Clooney, along with Grant Heslov[image: External link] and Beau Willimon[image: External link]. The film is an adaptation[image: External link] of Willimon's 2008 play Farragut North[image: External link]. It stars Ryan Gosling, George Clooney, Evan Rachel Wood[image: External link], Philip Seymour Hoffman, Marisa Tomei[image: External link], Paul Giamatti, and Jeffrey Wright[image: External link].

The Ides of March was featured as the opening film at the 68th Venice International Film Festival[image: External link] and at the 27th Haifa International Film Festival[image: External link] and was shown at the 2011 Toronto International Film Festival[image: External link].[4][5] It received a wide theatrical release[image: External link] on October 7, 2011.



TOP
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 Plot




Stephen Meyers is the junior campaign manager for Pennsylvania Governor Mike Morris, a Democratic[image: External link] presidential[image: External link] candidate, competing against Arkansas Senator Ted Pullman in the Democratic primary election[image: External link]. Both campaigns are attempting to secure the endorsement of North Carolina Democratic Senator Franklin Thompson, who controls 356 convention delegates, enough to clinch the nomination for either candidate. After a debate at Miami University[image: External link], Meyers is asked by Pullman's campaign manager, Tom Duffy, to meet in secret. Meyers calls his boss, senior campaign manager Paul Zara, who doesn't answer. Meyers decides to meet with Duffy, who offers Meyers a position in Pullman's campaign, an offer Meyers refuses. Zara calls Meyers back and asks what was important, but Meyers says it was nothing to worry about. Meanwhile, Meyers starts a sexual relationship with Molly Stearns, an attractive intern for Morris' campaign, and daughter of Jack Stearns, the chairman of the Democratic National Committee[image: External link].

Meyers admits to an angry Zara that he met with Duffy, and that Duffy said his candidate will offer Thompson the position of Secretary of State[image: External link], guaranteeing Pullman's victory. Zara and Meyers discuss the matter with Morris, saying they must make the same offer to Thompson to secure his endorsement and his delegates' votes. Morris refuses on principle, as he thoroughly disagrees with Thompson and his policies, and wants a "clean" campaign without such deals.

Late one night when Molly is sleeping, Meyers discovers that Morris is trying to call her after he picks up her phone by mistake. Meyers finds out that Molly and Morris had a brief sexual liaison at a campaign stop in Iowa several weeks previously, and Molly is now pregnant by the Governor, which will cause a scandal. Molly needs $900 for an abortion[image: External link], but cannot tell her father because her family is Catholic. Meyers helps her with the money but warns her not to tell anybody, and fires her from the campaign to make the problem go away. Ida Horowicz, a reporter for the New York Times[image: External link], reveals to Meyers that an anonymous source leaked his encounter with Duffy to her. She also knows the Morris campaign has talked to Thompson. She says she will publish an article on the Duffy meet unless Meyers gives her all of the details about the Thompson meeting.

Meyers comes to Zara for help, believing the story would damage him, Zara, and the campaign. Zara reveals that he leaked the meeting to Ida with Morris' approval in order to justify firing Meyers. He states that he did this because Meyers was disloyal and traitorous for meeting with Duffy. Zara makes it clear that he holds no personal animosity against Meyers and values him, but cannot trust him any more. An angry and desperate Meyers then offers his services to Duffy, who admits he only met with Meyers to influence his opponent's operation under the likelihood that either Meyers would leave Morris and come to work for him or Meyers would tell Zara, and Zara would fire him. Either way, Duffy would win.

Duffy apologizes for using him, saying that he also wanted to help Meyers, and advises him to quit politics and the campaign before he becomes a cynic like him. Meyers offers to sell out Morris completely but Duffy declines, thinking that Meyers cannot hurt him and he has Thompson wrapped up. Meyers takes Molly to an abortion clinic and then callously abandons her there with an unfulfilled promise to come back when it's over. Alone in a hotel room, and having been equipped with pills from the clinic, she dies from overdose. Meyers comes on the death scene and sneaks Molly's phone from the bed into his pocket.

Unbeknownst to the Morris campaign, Meyers meets with Thompson to arrange for Thompson's delegates in exchange for a spot on the Morris ticket. It is clear that Thompson prefers Morris over Pullman so all Meyers has done is get Thompson to commit if he is offered the post with Morris. Meyers meets Morris in a dark bar, telling him he will expose the affair with Molly if Morris does not accept his demands: fire Zara, place Meyers in charge of the campaign, and offer Thompson the role of Vice President. Morris coldly says that there is no proof of the affair, but Meyers claims to have a suicide note found in Molly's room. Morris relents, clearly giving up what is left of his personal integrity, and meets Meyers' demands. Zara takes his firing philosophically and is still positive with the press about Morris.

Zara chats with Meyers at Molly's funeral and is amicable, letting Meyers know that he is certain Meyers must have had something big on Morris to get him to fire Zara and promote him. Zara has options and states that he is taking a million dollar a year job at a consulting firm, for him basically a retirement from politics. Later, Thompson's endorsement makes Morris the de facto nominee despite losing the Democratic Party's Ohio primary. Duffy, who put Meyers' back against the wall and who rejected Meyers' offer of dirt against Morris, is seen trying to put up a good face in what is now obviously going to be a defeat for his candidate.

Now senior campaign manager, Meyers is on the way to a remote TV interview with John King[image: External link], when Ida ambushes him and says her next story will be about how Meyers delivered Thompson and his delegates and got his promotion. Meyers reacts by having security bar her from coming any further. Meyers takes his seat for the interview, just as Morris finishes a speech about how 'integrity and dignity' matter, and is asked for insight as to how the events surrounding the primary unfolded.
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 Cast





	
Ryan Gosling as Stephen Meyers, Morris's junior campaign manager.[6]


	
George Clooney as Mike Morris, Governor of Pennsylvania and a Democratic[image: External link] presidential candidate.[6]


	
Evan Rachel Wood[image: External link] as Molly Stearns, an intern for Morris's campaign[7] and Meyers's love interest.

	
Philip Seymour Hoffman as Paul Zara, Morris's campaign manager and Meyers's superior and mentor.[8]


	
Paul Giamatti as Tom Duffy, Ted Pullman's campaign manager.[7]


	
Marisa Tomei[image: External link] as Ida Horowicz, a reporter for the New York Times[image: External link].[7]


	
Jeffrey Wright[image: External link] as Franklin Thompson, Democratic Senator from North Carolina.

	
Jennifer Ehle[image: External link] as Cindy Morris, wife to Governor Mike Morris and the First Lady of Pennsylvania.

	
Gregory Itzin[image: External link] as former Senator Jack Stearns, father of Molly Stearns and the chairman of the Democratic National Committee.

	Michael Mantell as Ted Pullman, Senator from Arkansas and Morris's opponent in the Democratic primaries.

	
Max Minghella[image: External link] as Ben Harpen,[8] a member of Morris's campaign staff.
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 Production




In October 2010, Variety reported that Clooney signed on to produce, direct, and star in the film adaptation[image: External link] of Beau Willimon's Broadway[image: External link] play Farragut North[image: External link]. Exclusive Media Group, Cross Creek Pictures[image: External link], Smoke House Pictures, and Leonardo DiCaprio's Appian Way Productions financed the film.[7] Filming in Cincinnati[image: External link], Ohio[image: External link] began in February 2011 in Downtown Cincinnati[image: External link] at Fountain Square[image: External link], Over-the-Rhine[image: External link] historic district[image: External link], Northside[image: External link], Mount Lookout[image: External link], Xavier University[image: External link], other neighborhoods and at Miami University's Farmer School of Business[image: External link] and Hall Auditorium (Miami University and Hall Auditorium are located in Oxford, Ohio).[9][10] Principal photography[image: External link] also took place in Downtown Detroit[image: External link] and Ann Arbor[image: External link], Michigan[image: External link]. On March 14, filming began at the University of Michigan[image: External link] and included 1,000 extras.[11]

The theatrical release failed to recognize Cincinnati in the credits as a filming location. Producer and screenplay co-writer Grant Heslov said that "the omission of Cincinnati in the credits was an inadvertent mistake, something that slipped through the cracks." He also stated that the credits would be corrected for the home release of the film.[12]
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 Release




The Ides of March premiered on August 31, 2011 as the opening film of the 68th Venice International Film Festival[image: External link].[13] Sony Pictures Entertainment[image: External link] bought the distribution rights for the United States only, while Alliance Films[image: External link] bought Canadian distribution. Sony wanted Clooney to keep the play's title, but The Ides of March was finalized.[6] The Ides of March was originally planned to have a limited release[image: External link] in December 2011 and a wide release[image: External link] in January 2012.[6] However, Sony eventually moved the film's opening date to October 14, 2011.[14] This was later moved again, to October 7, 2011.
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 Critical reception




The film received positive reviews. Rotten Tomatoes[image: External link] gave the film a rating of 85%, based on 218 reviews, with a rating average of 7.4/10. The site's critical consensus reads, "While not exactly exposing revelatory truths, The Ides of March is supremely well-acted drama that moves at a measured, confident clip."[15] On Metacritic the film has a score of 67 out of 100, based on 43 critics, indicating "generally positive reviews".[16] CinemaScore[image: External link] polls reported that the average grade moviegoers gave the film was a "B" on an A+ to F scale.[17]

Nevertheless, some critics gave the film mixed or even negative reviews.[18][19] One such mixed review came from A. O. Scott[image: External link], who wrote that "it is difficult, really, to connect this fable to the world it pretends to represent. Whatever happens in 2012[image: External link], within either party or in the contest between them, it seems fair to say that quite a lot will be at stake. That is not the case in The Ides of March, which is less an allegory[image: External link] of the American political process than a busy, foggy, mildly entertaining antidote to it."[20]
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 Accolades






	List of awards and nominations



	Awards Group
	Category
	Recipients and nominees
	Result



	84th Academy Awards[image: External link]
	Best Adapted Screenplay
	George Clooney, Grant Heslov[image: External link], and Beau Willimon[image: External link]
	Nominated



	65th British Academy Film Awards[image: External link]
	Best Supporting Actor
	Philip Seymour Hoffman
	Nominated



	Best Adapted Screenplay
	George Clooney, Grant Heslov, Beau Willimon
	Nominated



	Broadcast Film Critics Association[image: External link][21]
	Best Acting Ensemble[image: External link]
	
	Nominated



	Casting Society of America[image: External link][22]
	Outstanding Achievement in Casting for a Studio or Independent Drama Feature
	Ellen Chenoweth[image: External link], Amelia McCarthy
	Nominated



	Central Ohio Film Critics Association Awards[23][24]
	Best Film
	
	Nominated



	Best Adapted Screenplay
	
	Nominated



	Best Ensemble
	
	Nominated



	Actor of the Year
	George Clooney (Also for The Descendants[image: External link])
	Nominated



	Actor of the Year
	Ryan Gosling (Also for Drive and Crazy, Stupid, Love.)
	Runner-up



	David di Donatello Awards[image: External link][25]
	Best Foreign Film[image: External link]
	
	Nominated



	68th Venice International Film Festival[image: External link].[26]
	Brian Prize[image: External link]
	
	Won



	Australian Academy of Cinema and Television Arts Awards[image: External link][27]
	Best Film – International[image: External link]
	
	Nominated



	Best Screenplay – International[image: External link]
	George Clooney, Grant Heslov and Beau Willimon
	Won



	Best Actor – International[image: External link]
	Ryan Gosling
	Nominated



	69th Golden Globe Awards[image: External link][28]
	Best Picture – Drama[image: External link]
	
	Nominated



	Best Director[image: External link]
	George Clooney
	Nominated



	Best Actor – Drama
	Ryan Gosling
	Nominated



	Best Screenplay[image: External link]
	George Clooney, Grant Heslov, Beau Willimon
	Nominated



	Hollywood Movie Awards[29]
	Hollywood Editor Award
	Stephen Mirrione[image: External link]
	Won



	National Board of Review[image: External link][30]
	Top Ten Films[image: External link]
	
	Nominated



	Palm Springs International Film Festival[image: External link][31]
	Chairman's Award
	George Clooney (Also for The Descendants)
	Won



	Producers Guild of America Award[image: External link][32]
	Outstanding Producer of Theatrical Motion Pictures
	George Clooney, Grant Heslov, Brian Oliver
	Nominated



	World Soundtrack Awards 2012[image: External link][33]
	Best Score of the Year[image: External link]
	Alexandre Desplat[image: External link]
	Nominated



	Best Soundtrack Composer of the Year[image: External link]
	Alexandre Desplat
	Nominated
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Drive (2011 film)






Drive is a 2011 American neo-noir[image: External link][4] crime film[image: External link] directed by Danish filmmaker Nicolas Winding Refn[image: External link]. The screenplay by Hossein Amini[image: External link] was based on the eponymous 2005 novel by James Sallis[image: External link]. The film stars Ryan Gosling as an unnamed, Hollywood[image: External link] stunt driver[image: External link] moonlighting as a getaway driver. He suddenly grows fond of his neighbor, (played by Carey Mulligan[image: External link]) and her young son, until her debt-laden husband (played by Oscar Isaac[image: External link]) is released from prison and hires him to take part in what turns out to be a botched, million-dollar heist that endangers their lives. Other members of the ensemble cast[image: External link] include Bryan Cranston[image: External link], Christina Hendricks, Ron Perlman[image: External link], and Albert Brooks[image: External link].

Published in 2005, producers Marc Platt[image: External link] and Adam Siegel optioned[image: External link] Sallis's novel after Siegel read a review from Publishers Weekly[image: External link]; Amini's adaptation of the book proved to be challenging as it was written in a nonlinear narrative[image: External link]. Gosling was one of the top casting choices of Platt, and the former eventually signed on for the lead as he wanted to star in an action-oriented[image: External link] project. Gosling played a pivotal role in the film's production, which include hiring Winding Refn as director, as well as Beth Mickle as production designer[image: External link]. On a production budget of about $15 million, filming commenced on September 25, 2010, shot on location in various parts of Los Angeles[image: External link], and concluded on November 12.

Prior to its September 2011 release, Drive had been shown at a number of film festivals, including the 2011 Cannes Film Festival, where it was praised and received a standing ovation[image: External link], and Winding Refn won the festival's Best Director Award[image: External link]. The film received widespread praise, with critics highlighting Winding Refn's direction, performances by the ensemble cast, visuals and action sequences, and the film score[image: External link] composed by Cliff Martinez[image: External link]. Some critics, however, were appalled by its graphic violence and found it potentially detrimental to the film. Several critics listed Drive as one of the best films of 2011; it received various accolades[image: External link], including Best Sound Editing[image: External link] nomination at the 84th Academy Awards[image: External link].



TOP
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 Plot




The unnamed Driver works as a mechanic, a movie double, and a stunt driver, as well as a criminal-for-hire getaway driver. He is managed in all jobs by auto shop owner Shannon, who persuades Jewish mobsters[image: External link] Bernie Rose and Nino to purchase a car for the Driver to race. The Driver meets his new neighbor, Irene, and becomes close to her and her young son, Benicio. Irene's husband, Standard Gabriel, is in prison. After Standard is released, Irene still asks the Driver to visit them.

Standard owes protection money[image: External link] from his time in prison and is beaten up by Albanian gangster Cook, who demands that Standard rob a pawnshop for $40,000 to pay off the debt. Cook gives Benicio a bullet as a symbol that he and his mother are in danger. The Driver, concerned for the safety of Irene and Benicio, offers to act as the getaway driver for the pawnshop robbery.

The job goes awry when Standard is shot and killed by the pawnshop owner while the Driver is waiting for him with Cook's accomplice, Blanche. The Driver and Blanche escape after an intense car chase with a mysterious adversary. The Driver hides with Blanche in a motel, where he learns that the bag contains a million dollars and that Blanche and Cook planned to re-steal the money with the car that chased them. Two of Cook's men ambush them in the motel room, killing Blanche before the Driver manages to kill them both (the first one is stabbed[image: External link] in the neck by the Driver with a curtain rod and the second one is shot dead).

At the auto shop, Shannon offers to hide the money, but the Driver refuses. He hunts down Cook in a strip club, smashes his fingers with a hammer, threatens to kill him, and force-feeds him the bullet that was given to Benicio. Cook reveals that Nino was behind the robbery. The Driver decides to return the money, but Nino dismisses the offer and instead sends a hitman to the Driver's apartment building. Entering the elevator with Irene, the Driver encounters the hitman. He then kisses Irene and brutally beats the hitman to death. Afterwards, Irene exits the elevator stunned and horrified.

At his pizzeria, Nino reveals to Bernie that the money was stashed at the pawnshop by a low-level Philadelphia wise guy[image: External link] from the "East Coast mob" and, since anyone tied to the robbery could lead the East Coast Mafia[image: External link] to them, they need to kill everyone involved. Bernie warns Nino that nobody steals from the Italian Mob. Nino is angry because the Italian Mob has marginalized and insulted him due to his Jewish heritage. He convinces Bernie to follow his plan. Bernie then murders Cook, as he is the sole witness to their agreement. After Shannon refuses to divulge the whereabouts of the Driver, Bernie kills him at the auto shop with a straight razor.

The Driver, disguising himself with a rubber mask from his stuntman job, follows Nino from the pizzeria to the Pacific Coast Highway[image: External link] and T-bones[image: External link] Nino's car onto a beach, then chases him from the wreck to the ocean and drowns him. He makes a phone call to Irene to tell her he is leaving and that meeting her and Benicio was the best thing that ever happened to him. The Driver goes to meet Bernie, who promises that Irene will be safe in exchange for the money. The Driver gives Bernie the money, but Bernie attempts to kill him, stabbing him in the stomach. The Driver in turn fatally stabs Bernie, then drives away, abandoning the money. Irene knocks at the Driver's apartment, but gets no response. The movie ends with the Driver driving away into the night.
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 Cast






	
Ryan Gosling as Driver

	
Carey Mulligan[image: External link] as Irene

	
Bryan Cranston[image: External link] as Shannon

	
Albert Brooks[image: External link] as Bernie Rose

	
Oscar Isaac[image: External link] as Standard Gabriel

	
Ron Perlman[image: External link] as Nino

	
Christina Hendricks as Blanche

	Kaden Leos as Benicio

	
James Biberi[image: External link] as Cook

	Jeff Wolfe as the Assassin in the Tan Suit

	
Russ Tamblyn[image: External link] as Doc

	
Andy San Dimas[image: External link] as dancer
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 Production
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 Development




The novel Drive by James Sallis[image: External link] was published in 2005.[6] Producers Marc Platt[image: External link] and Adam Siegel of Marc Platt Productions optioned the novel after Siegel read a review in Publishers Weekly[image: External link].[7] The driver intrigued Siegel because he was "the kind of character you rarely see anymore – he was a man with a purpose; he was very good at one thing and made no apologies for it." The character interested Platt, because he reminded him of movie heroes he looked up to as a child, characters typically portrayed by Steve McQueen or Clint Eastwood[image: External link].[7]

Academy Award-nominated screenwriter Hossein Amini[image: External link] adapted the novel for the screen. He felt it was a rare book to receive from a studio because it was short, gloomy, and like a poem. Because the novel does not present a linear story but has many flashbacks and jumps around in time, Amini found the adaptation challenging. He felt the non-linear structure made it "a very tricky structure" for a feature film.[5]

A film adaptation of Drive was first announced in early 2008, with Neil Marshall[image: External link] set to direct what was then being described as "an L.A.-set action mystery" that would be a starring vehicle for Hugh Jackman. Universal Studios[image: External link], who had been trying to make a film version for some time, was also on board.[8][9] By February 2010, Marshall and Jackman were no longer attached to the project. When Ryan Gosling signed on as the leading role, he was allowed to choose the director. A fan of his work, the actor chose the Danish filmmaker Nicolas Winding Refn[image: External link].[10] When Winding Refn read the first screenplay for Drive, he was more intrigued by the concept of a man having a split personality, being a stuntman by day and a getaway driver at night, than the story itself.[11]
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 Casting




Producer Marc E. Platt contacted actor Ryan Gosling regarding Drive early on. Platt explained: "I have this list that I've created of very talented individuals whose work inspire me – writers, directors, actors whom I have to work with before I go onto another career or do something else with my life." Near the top of Platt's list was Gosling, who, despite having starred in several films of diverse genres, had never starred in anything like Drive. He had always been interested in doing an action-oriented[image: External link] project; Gosling claimed that he was simply put off from the genre, believing that the action films of today put more focus on stunts instead of characters. Despite this, Platt heard back from the actor around 48 hours later. Gosling has stated that his strong attraction to the plot led him to take on the leading role of the unnamed driver, saying that he was drawn to the "very strong character" at its core, as well as the "powerful" romance.[12]

In an interview with Rotten Tomatoes[image: External link], Gosling was asked, "What was it about the film? Had you read the script when Hugh Jackman and director Neil Marshall were attached to make it?" He replied:


"I think that might be the original one I read. I read a few drafts. I read one as well where he wasn't a stunt driver at all, which was a newer draft – maybe that's the one Hugh Jackman had; I'm not sure exactly. Basically when I read it, in trying to figure out who would do something like this, the only way to make sense of this is that this is a guy that's seen too many movies, and he's started to confuse his life for a film. He's lost in the mythology of Hollywood and he's become an amalgamation of all the characters that he admires."[13]



Gosling was given the opportunity to choose the film's director, a first in his career: "And I thought, 'It had to be Nicolas [Winding Refn].' There was no other choice."[14] Believing that the director might be intimidated by the script as it was unlike anything he had done before, Gosling had concerns about Refn's desire to participate. Winding Refn took on the project without hesitation.[11]

When casting roles in his films, Winding Refn doesn't watch casting tapes or have his actors audition for him. He meets with them and casts them on the spot if he feels they're right.[15] Drive was the first film Carey Mulligan signed on to after being nominated for an Academy Award for her role in An Education[image: External link] (2009), which was directed by another Danish filmmaker, Lone Scherfig[image: External link]. Scherfig is a good friend of Winding Refn and she used to babysit him when he was a child.[16] At the time of Mulligan's casting, Winding Refn hadn't seen An Education, but his wife was a big fan of the film and Mulligan's performance, and she urged him to cast her.[17] In the original script, the character was a Hispanic woman named Irina. The character was changed to Irene after Mulligan was cast, with Winding Refn explaining that he "couldn’t find any actress that would click with [him] personally."[18] While working on the film, Mulligan moved in with Winding Refn, his wife and two daughters in their home in Los Angeles.[19] Hossein Amini also lived with Winding Refn's family for the duration of the film's shoot. Winding Refn and Amini made significant changes to the original script during this time.[20]

Bryan Cranston[image: External link] plays the role of Shannon.[21] Cranston was one of the first actors Winding Refn looked to cast, as he was a fan of the TV series Breaking Bad[image: External link]. Knowing Cranston had other opportunities, Winding Refn tried to interest him by asking how he would like to develop the role. After not hearing back, Winding Refn called him, at the very same time that Cranston was writing on a piece of paper the pros and cons of doing Drive. Moved by Winding Refn's interest, he accepted the part.[15] Christina Hendricks plays the small role of Blanche.[21] "Trying to work in a more reality arena for a character like that," Winding Refn originally auditioned porn stars for Blanche. He was unable to find anyone with the necessary acting talent. After meeting with Hendricks, he decided to cast her, feeling her "powerhouse" persona would click with the character.[15]

Albert Brooks[image: External link] plays the foul-mouthed, morose Bernie Rose. When Winding Refn suggested him, Gosling agreed but thought the actor would not be up for playing a character who is violent and sullen, or for appearing in a film that he did not work on himself.[21] Brooks accepted the role to go against type[image: External link] and because he loved that Bernie was not a cliché. "There are six people you could always get to play this kind of part, and I like that the director was thinking outside of the box. For me, it was an opportunity to act outside the box. I liked that this mobster had real style. Also, he doesn't get up in the morning thinking about killing people. He's sad about it. Upset about it. It's a case of, 'Look what you made me do.'"[22]

Nino, a key villain, is portrayed by Ron Perlman[image: External link], one of the last actors to join the cast. Regarding the casting of Perlman, Winding Refn said, "The character of Nino was originally not particularly interesting, so I asked Ron why he wanted to be in my movie when he's done so many great films. When Perlman said, 'I always wanted to play a Jewish man who wants to be an Italian gangster', and I asked why, and he said, 'because that's what I am – a Jewish boy from New York', well, that automatically cemented it for me."[21] Oscar Isaac[image: External link] portrays a Latino convict named Standard, who is married to Irene and is just released from prison a week after Irene meets The Driver. He found the role to be a bit unappealing and chose to turn the archetypal[image: External link] character into something more. He said of the role:


"As soon as I sat down with Nicolas, he explained this universe and world of the story, so we made the character into someone interested in owning a restaurant, someone who made some wrong decisions in his life, ending up in a bad place. By making 'Standard' more specific and more interesting, we found that it made the story that more compelling."[21]
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 Filming and cinematography




The film was made on a production budget[image: External link] of about $15 million and shot in various parts of Los Angeles, California, beginning on September 25, 2010.[8][23] Locations were picked by Winding Refn while Gosling drove him around the city at night. Under the director's request, Los Angeles was picked as the shooting location due to budget concerns.[24] Winding Refn moved into a plush Los Angeles home and insisted that the cast members and screenwriter Amini move in with him. They would work on the script and film all day, then watch films, edit or drive at night.[25] Winding Refn requested that the editing suite be placed in his home as well.[8] With a shooting script of 81 pages, Winding Refn and Gosling continued to trim down dialog during filming.[15]

The opening chase scene, involving Gosling's character, was primarily filmed by Winding Refn within the car's interior. In an interview, Winding Refn revealed the idea for this scene was to emulate the feeling of a "diver in an ocean of sharks", never leaving the vehicle during a car chase so that the audience can see what's happening from the character's point of view.[26] Tight on money and time, he shot the scene in two days. With two different set-ups prepared in the car, the director found it difficult to have mobility with the camera, so he would then switch the camera to two additional set-ups nearby. As Downtown Los Angeles[image: External link] had changed for the better, Winding Refn avoided certain areas to preserve the gloomy atmosphere. Additionally, the scene was shot at low-angles with minimal light.[26]

One scene in the film that has no dialog is the elevator sequence:[27]


A scene like the elevator sequence in Drive, for instance, has no dialogue, just a series of stunning visuals and graphic imagery–that's a prime example of how the film conveys so many ideas and emotions through images rather than words.

— Matt Barone, Complex[image: External link] interview with Nicholas Winding Refn.[28]



For this, he spoke to Gaspar Noé[image: External link] and asked him how he did the head-smashing scene in Noé's Irréversible[image: External link] (2002).[8] Crossing the line from romance to violence, the scene starts off with the Driver and Irene tenderly kissing. What they share is really a goodbye kiss,[29] as he then becomes a "werewolf,"[30] violently stomping the hitman's head in. Subsequently, Irene sees the Driver in a new light.[27] "Every movie has to have a heart—a place where it defines itself—and in every movie I've made there's always a scene that does that. On Drive, it was hard for me to wrap my head around it. I realized I needed to show in one situation that driver is the hopelessly romantic knight, but he's also completely psychotic and is willing to use any kind of violence to protect innocence. But that scene was never written. As I was going along, it just kind of popped up," Refn said.[31] In March 2012, Interiors, an online journal that is concerned with the relationship between architecture and film, released an issue that discussed how space is used in this scene. The issue highlights Winding Refn's use of constricted space and his way of creating a balance between romance and violence.[32]

Car scenes were filmed with a "biscuit rig", a camera car rig developed for the film Seabiscuit[image: External link] (2003), which allowed stunt driver Robert Nagle to steer the car, freeing Gosling to concentrate on acting.[33] Consistent with Winding Refn's usual visual style, wide-angle lenses[image: External link] were heavily used by cinematographer Newton Thomas Sigel[image: External link]. Handheld camerawork was avoided.[34] Preferring to keep the film more "grounded" and authentic, he also avoided use of computer-generated imagery[image: External link] (CGI). Inability to afford CGI due to budgeting restrictions also played a factor in this decision.[35] Although many stunt drivers[image: External link] are credited, Gosling did a number of stunts himself,[36] after completing a stunt driving car crash course.[37] During production, Gosling re-built the 1973 Chevrolet Malibu[image: External link] used in the film, taking it apart and putting it back together.[38] Filming concluded on November 12, 2010.[23][39]

Beth Mickle was hired as the film's production designer[image: External link] on Gosling's recommendation; they had worked together on 2006's Half Nelson. Prior to filming, Mickle supervised a crew of 40, routinely working 16- to 18-hour days. This was her most expensive film to date, and Mickle felt freer since, compared to Half Nelson, "there was another zero added to the budget."[40] The crew built the driver's apartment building, which included a hallway and elevator that linked his unit to Irene's. Mickle also built a strip club set and Bernie Rose's apartment in an abandoned building. Turning a "run-of-the-mill" Los Angeles auto body shop[image: External link] into a grandiose dealership was one of the most challenging. Painting the walls an electric blue color, she brought in a showroom full of vintage cars.[40]

Using the Arri Alexa[image: External link] camera, the film was shot digitally[image: External link].[41] According to executive producer David Lancaster, the film contains abundant, evocative, intense images of Los Angeles that are not often seen. "From the little seen back streets of downtown LA to the dry arid outposts on the peaks of the desert landscape surrounding it, Siegel has re-imagined an LA all the way down to the rocky cliffs by the sea."[34]

While Drive is set in the present day, it carries a heavy 1980s atmosphere that is cautiously set from beginning to end and is underlined not only by the vehicles or music and clothes, but also by its architecture. The parts of the city seen in the Valley and by downtown Los Angeles are cheap stucco[image: External link] and mirrored glass, often leaving out more contemporary buildings.[42] Drab background settings include the Southern California commercial strip[image: External link]. As the Los Angeles Times pointed out, whenever gleaming buildings are shown, it is because they are being seen from a distance. Winding Refn shot those scenes from a helicopter at night in Bunker Hill, Los Angeles[image: External link].[42]
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 Style and inspiration




Journalists and reviewers have called Drive a "classic Los Angeles heist-gone-wrong story", a "tribute to the genre of car films" in the similar vein of Bullitt[image: External link] (1968). As a character study, Drive examines themes of "loyalty, loneliness and the dark impulses that rise up even when we try our hardest to suppress them."[27][44] It combines comic gore, film noir[image: External link] and B-movie[image: External link] style and Hollywood spectacle, resulting in "a bizarre concoction...reminiscent of David Lynch[image: External link]'s Mulholland Drive[image: External link]...Quentin Tarantino[image: External link]'s Pulp Fiction[image: External link], and [with] angst-laden love scenes that would not be out of place in a Scandinavian drama".[25][45][46][47] Other comparisons have been to the works of Walter Hill[image: External link], John Carpenter[image: External link], Michael Mann[image: External link], Nathanael West[image: External link], J. G. Ballard[image: External link], and Mike Davis[image: External link].[42] According to Winding Refn, Drive is dedicated to filmmaker Alejandro Jodorowsky[image: External link] and includes some of Jodorowsky's existentialism.[8]

Drive has been called a tough, hard-edged neo-noir[image: External link] art house[image: External link] feature,[8] extremely violent and very stylish, with European art and grindhouse[image: External link] influences.[25][45] According to Winding Refn, Drive turns into a superhero film[image: External link] during the elevator scene when The Driver kills the villain.[38] Drive also references 1970s and 1980s cult hits[image: External link] such as The Day of the Locust[image: External link] (1975)[42] and To Live and Die in L.A.[image: External link] (1985). Other influences can be seen in the neon-bright opening credits and the retro song picks – "a mix of tension-ratcheting synthesizer tones and catchy club anthems that collectively give the film its consistent tone."[36] Drive's title sequence[image: External link] is hot-pink,[8] which was inspired by Risky Business[image: External link] (1983).[15] Winding Refn has also indicated that the film's romance was partially inspired by the films of writer-director John Hughes[image: External link].[48]

Winding Refn's inspiration for Drive came partly from reading Grimm's Fairy Tales[image: External link], and his goal was to make "a fairy tale that takes Los Angeles as the background,"[8] with The Driver as the hero. To play with the common theme of fairy tales, The Driver protects what is good while at the same time killing degenerate people in violent ways.[27] Winding Refn was also inspired by films such as Point Blank[image: External link] (1967), Two-Lane Blacktop[image: External link] (1971), The Driver[image: External link] (1978) and Thief[image: External link] (1981). Jean-Pierre Melville[image: External link]'s crime productions influenced the cinematography.[38] Amini's script propensity imposes "a kind of sideways moral code[image: External link]," where even those who comply with it are almost never rewarded for their efforts, as seen when The Driver helps Standard with Irene and her son's best interests in mind.[27] Within their vehicles, the characters not only make escapes or commit murder, but try to obtain peace and search for romance.[27]

The Driver has been compared to the Man With No Name[image: External link], a character Clint Eastwood[image: External link] portrayed in the Sergio Leone[image: External link] Westerns[image: External link], because he almost never speaks, communicating mostly non-verbally.[46] The Driver's meager dialogue is not designed to present him as tough, but to soften him. Winding Refn chose to give the Driver very little dialogue and instead have him drive around listening to synthpop[image: External link] music, taking control when it counts.[45] One reviewer noted that what The Driver lacks in psychology, he makes up through action and stylish costuming.[36] The Driver's wardrobe, in particular the satin jacket with the logo of a golden scorpion on the back, was inspired by the band KISS[image: External link] and Kenneth Anger[image: External link]'s 1964 experimental film[image: External link] Scorpio Rising[image: External link].[38] Winding Refn sees the former as the character's armor and the logo a sign of protection.[49] According to reviewer Peter Canavese, the jacket is a reference to the fable of the scorpion and the frog[image: External link], mentioned in the film, which in turn evokes the use of the fable in the Orson Welles[image: External link] film Mr. Arkadin[image: External link].[50]
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 Music




Most of its ethereal electronic[image: External link]-pop score was composed by Cliff Martinez[image: External link].[51] Winding Refn was a particular fan of his ambient work on the Sex, Lies, and Videotape[image: External link] soundtrack.[27] The score contains tracks with vintage keyboards and bluntly descriptive titles.[52] Winding Refn wanted electronic music for the film and to have the music occasionally be abstract so viewers can see things from the driver's perspective.[53] He gave composer Martinez a sampling of songs he liked and asked Martinez to emulate the sound, resulting in "a kind of retro[image: External link], 80ish, synthesizer[image: External link] europop[image: External link]". Editor Mat Newman suggested Drive's opening credits song: " Nightcall[image: External link]" by French electronic musician Kavinsky[image: External link].[8][38]

Winding Refn wanted a score by Johnny Jewel[image: External link] of Desire[image: External link] and Chromatics[image: External link], whose music was used in the film, but the studio had other plans. They instead hired Martinez at the last minute to imitate the style and feel of Jewel's bands Chromatics and Glass Candy.[54] Jewel reworked his unused soundtrack for the film into Themes for an Imaginary Film, the debut album by his side-project Symmetry[image: External link].[55]

As Winding Refn was going through mixer Johnny Jewel's catalog, he picked out "Under Your Spell" and "Tick of the Clock" because he thought of Drive being a fairy tale. During Drive's climax, "A Real Hero[image: External link]"'s keynote melody, about becoming "a real human being, and a real hero", refrains because that is when the driver changes into both those statuses.[56] At first, Jewel worried that "Under Your Spell" might be too literal but soon realized it is used in Drive "in the exact same way that I was feeling it when I wrote it. He definitely got the nuance of the song, and understood what it was supposed to mean, and he wanted to give that emotion to the viewer, that same feeling."[53]

Thinking of music in terms of basic elements, Jewel would tell the director that for certain scenes, it should not have bass since, as an earth tone, it usually is used for a more emotional or ominous part. Jewel thought the music should be upper register and relaxing for the "dreamlike" scene. To help himself with the writing process and conjure up melodies, the producer would perform a procedure where he highlighted many phrases from the novel, then printed those words in large font and hung them on his walls or drew pictures during viewings of Drive.[53]

A re-scored soundtrack for the film was produced for the BBC by Zane Lowe[image: External link] for its television broadcast in October 2014. The soundtrack included original music from Chvrches[image: External link], Banks[image: External link], Bastille[image: External link], Eric Prydz[image: External link], SBTRKT[image: External link], Bring Me the Horizon[image: External link], The 1975[image: External link] and Laura Mvula[image: External link].[57]
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 Release




Prior to principal photography[image: External link], Winding Refn went to the 2010 Cannes Film Festival[image: External link] in an effort to sell the rights to Drive and released promotional posters for the film.[14][58][59] In November 2010, FilmDistrict acquired North American distribution rights.[23] The owners were so eager to get their hands on Drive, they started negotiating to buy it before seeing any footage, believing it could appeal to people who enjoy a genre movie, as well as the arthouse crowd.[60] The film had a release date of September 16, 2011 in the United States.[23][61]

The film premiered on May 20, in competition at the 2011 Cannes Film Festival.[47] At its first showing to the media, it received abundant praise[62] and received "some of the best responses of the festival",[63] but one positive review said it "can't win, won't win" Cannes's top prize.[45] It was greeted with hoots and howls of joy from the media, with viewers cheering on some of the scenes featuring extreme violence.[25][46] Drive also received a 15-minute standing ovation[image: External link] from the crowd.[64] Xan Brooks of The Guardian called the film his guilty pleasure of the 2011 competition, labeling it an enjoyable affair. "Over the past 10 days we've witnessed great art and potent social commentary; the birth of the cosmos[image: External link] and the end of the world[image: External link]. Turns out what we really wanted all along was a scene in which a man gets his head stomped in a lift. They welcome it in like a long-lost relation," he wrote.[47] The festival named Winding Refn best director for Drive.[65]

Drive was also screened at the Los Angeles Time's Los Angeles Film Festival[image: External link] (LAFF) on June 20 at its gala screenings program. It was among more than 200 feature films, short projects, and music videos[image: External link], from more than 30 countries, to be shown at the festival.[66] After Red Dog[image: External link]'s release date was pushed up by several days, Drive replaced it as the Melbourne International Film Festival[image: External link]'s closing night film.[67] Additionally, the film was screened during FilmDistrict's studio panel presentation at the San Diego Comic-Con[image: External link] function.[68] A secret screening for Drive was held at London's Empire Big Screen during the middle of August.[38] In September, Drive screened as a special presentation during the 2011 Toronto International Film Festival[image: External link], alongside another film starring Gosling, The Ides of March.[69]
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 Home media




Drive was released on DVD[image: External link] and Blu-ray[image: External link] on January 30, 2012.[70] During the first week of its release in North America, it was the number two selling DVD with 278,940 units sold, and Blu-ray at number one with 213,722 units sold.[3] It was re-released on a Blu-ray/DVD and Digital Copy combo Mondo x SteelBook on December 2, 2014, as a proof of concept title for an upcoming series of collaborative releases between Justin Ishmael (Mondo) and Nick Coughlan (SteelBook) utilizing artwork by Tyler Stout.[71]
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 Critical response




Drive received critical acclaim upon its release in 2011. Critics lauded Winding Refn's direction, the ensemble cast[image: External link] (especially Gosling and Brooks), Martinez's score, the visual style and action sequences, though some critics found the violence off-putting. On Rotten Tomatoes[image: External link], the film has an approval rating of 92% based on 238 surveyed critics with an average rating of 8.3/10. The site's critical consensus reads, "With its hyper-stylized blend of violence, music, and striking imagery, Drive represents a fully realized vision of arthouse action[image: External link]."[72] On Metacritic, the film has a score of 78 out of 100, based on 43 critics, indicating "generally favorable reviews".[73]

It was one of the highest-ranked and most-featured films on critics' year-end top 10 lists. It ranked as fourth best film of the year, behind The Tree of Life[image: External link], The Artist[image: External link], and Melancholia[image: External link] on Metacritic's tally of top 10 lists. On Movie City News' tally it ranked third, behind The Tree of Life and The Descendants[image: External link].[74][75]

The writers for the film magazine Empire[image: External link] listed Drive as their number one film of 2011.[76] Peter Travers of Rolling Stone gave the film 4 out of 4 stars, declaring that Drive was "a brilliant piece of nasty business," and that "Refn is a virtuoso, blending tough and tender with such uncanny skill that he deservedly won the Best Director prize at Cannes." It was his top film of 2011.[77][78] Richard Roeper[image: External link] said that "Drive is an adrenalin shot to the senses. I love this movie and as soon as it was over, I wanted to see it again." James Rocchi, writing for The Playlist[image: External link], gave the film an A letter grade and said, "Drive works as a great demonstration of how, when there's true talent behind the camera, entertainment and art are not enemies but allies."[79] Both Roeper and Rocchi also placed Drive as their number one film of 2011.[80][81]

Stephanie Zacharek[image: External link] of Movieline[image: External link] complimented the film's action and wrote that it "defies all the current trends in mainstream action filmmaking. The driving sequences are shot and edited with a surgeon's clarity and precision. Refn doesn't chop up the action to fool us into thinking it's more exciting than it is." She also admired Winding Refn's skill in handling the film's violence and the understated romance between Gosling and Mulligan. Her score for the film is 9.5/10.[82] Drive was Roger Ebert's seventh best film of 2011. In praising the film, he wrote, "Here is a movie with respect for writing, acting, and craft. It has respect for knowledgeable moviegoers." Like Zacharek, Ebert admired Drive's action sequences, which were practically made and didn't rely on CGI effects.[83][84]

The Wall Street Journal's Joe Morgenstern[image: External link] called Albert Brooks's villainous performance "sensational".[85] "Prepare to be blown away by Albert Brooks," said Peter Travers, "Brooks' performance, veined with dark humor and chilling menace (watch him with a blade), deserves to have Oscar calling."[77] Albert Brooks won the New York Film Critics Circle Award[image: External link] for Best Supporting Actor[image: External link].[86] He was also nominated for the Golden Globe Award[image: External link] for Supporting Actor – Motion Picture[image: External link].[87]

Joshua Rothkopf, writing for Time Out (New York)[image: External link], stated, "Danish director Nicolas Winding Refn ( Bronson[image: External link]) has taken the opportunity to work in America and pushed it to delirious limits; his effort, a foreigner's impassioned take on '80s-synth-scored romance and highway mayhem, plays like the work of a student graduating with highest honors." Drive was Rothkopf's choice for film of the year.[88][89] Salon.com[image: External link]'s Andrew O'Hehir lauded Albert Brooks against-type performance as the film's villain and called it "unforgettable". On the elevator sequence in the film, which juxtaposes romance with violence, O'Herir commended it and proclaimed that it is a sequence that "film students will be deconstructing, shot by shot, for years to come."[90]

The violence of the film was off-putting for some reviewers. In a negative review by Anthony Lane[image: External link] in The New Yorker[image: External link], he wrote that Drive's violence was far too graphic, and it ultimately was a detriment to the film. Referring to the violence, he said, "In grabbing our attention, he diverts it from what matters. The horror lingers and seeps; the feelings are sponged away."[91] The Chicago Tribune[image: External link]'s Michael Philips[image: External link] felt similarly, and while he enjoyed the film early on, Drive became "one garishly sadistic set piece after another." Additionally, Phillips thought the film relied too much on "stylistic preening" and did not have enough substance.[92] In 2014, The Huffington Post[image: External link] included Drive on its 8 Movies From The Last 15 Years That Are Super Overrated list.[93] Audiences polled by CinemaScore[image: External link] gave the film a score of C−; this was attributed to audiences feeling tricked, having expected more driving and more action based on the marketing.[94]
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 Top ten lists




Drive was listed on many critics' top ten lists of 2011.[95]



	1st – Peter Travers, Rolling Stone


	1st – Richard Roeper[image: External link], Chicago Sun-Times


	1st – James Rocchi, BoxOffice[image: External link]


	1st – Joshua Rothkopf, Time Out (New York)[image: External link]


	1st – Neil Miller[image: External link], Film School Rejects[image: External link]


	2nd – Tasha Robinson, The A.V. Club[image: External link]


	2nd – Ty Burr[image: External link], The Boston Globe


	2nd – Marshall Fine[image: External link], Hollywood & Fine


	2nd – Gregory Ellwood, HitFix[image: External link]


	3rd – Wesley Morris, The Boston Globe


	3rd – Guy Lodge and Kristopher Tapley, HitFix[image: External link]


	4th – Nathan Rabin[image: External link], The A.V. Club[image: External link]


	5th – Kyle Smith[image: External link], New York Post[image: External link]


	5th – Betsy Sharkey, Los Angeles Times


	6th – Kate Erbland, BoxOffice[image: External link]


	6th – Drew McWeeny[image: External link], HitFix[image: External link]


	7th – Scott Tobias, The A.V. Club[image: External link]


	7th – Peter Knegt, Indiewire[image: External link]


	7th – Andrew O'Hehir, Salon.com[image: External link]


	7th – Roger Ebert, Chicago Sun-Times


	7th – Karina Longworth[image: External link], The Village Voice[image: External link]


	9th – Ann Hornaday, The Washington Post


	10th – Rene Rodriguez, Miami Herald[image: External link]


	10th – Stephanie Zacharek[image: External link], Movieline[image: External link]
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 Box office




Drive grossed $76,175,166 worldwide, making more than five times its $15 million budget. In North America, the film grossed a total of $35,060,689.[96] The film opened in North America to $11,340,461 on the weekend of September 16, 2011 and played at 2,866 theaters. It was one of four wide releases that opened that weekend, and came in second. The other three new releases included The Lion King[image: External link] 3D, which was the top film; the Straw Dogs[image: External link] remake; and the romantic comedy I Don't Know How She Does It[image: External link].[97] The film closed its North American theatrical run on February 9, 2012.[98]

In the international marketplace, Drive grossed $41,114,477. The film had its highest-grossing box office in France, where it earned a total of €10,346,427.87 ($13,264,311).[99] It opened in France on the weekend of October 5, 2011 at 246 theaters, eventually expanding to 360. The film opened in second place and had the highest per-screen theater gross for the weekend €10,722 ($13,746) .[100] Its second-highest overseas gross came in the United Kingdom, where it earned a total of £3,089,790 ($4,693,696).[101] Drive opened in the U.K. on September 27, 2011 at 176 theaters, eventually expanding to 190.[102] The film opened in Australia on October 27, 2011 and grossed a total of $2,286,388 in the country.[103]
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 Accolades




Main article: List of accolades received by Drive (2011 film)[image: External link]


Drive was nominated for four British Academy Film Awards[image: External link], which included Best Film[image: External link], Best Direction[image: External link], Best Actress in a Supporting Role[image: External link] (Carey Mulligan), and Best Editing[image: External link]. It was one of the most-nominated films by critics' groups in 2011.[104][105] Albert Brooks had the most critics' groups nominations.[105][106] Nicholas Winding Refn won the Best Director Award[image: External link] at the 64th Cannes Film Festival.[107] The film also received an Academy Award nomination for Best Sound Editing[image: External link].[108]
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 Soundtrack




Drive (Original Motion Picture Soundtrack) was released in CD[image: External link] format to stores on September 27, 2011 by Lakeshore Records[image: External link],[109] and owned by Cutting Edge Film Scores.[110] Prior to that, owing to viral reviews such as those found on social networking website Twitter[image: External link], the soundtrack sold well on iTunes[image: External link], climbing as high as number four on the sales charts.[111] The album was released on vinyl in June 2012, by Mondo.[112] The nineteen-track album has amassed positive reviews. James Verniere of the Boston Herald[image: External link] graded it an A, stating, "The cool crowd isn't just watching Drive; they're listening to it, too... The Drive soundtrack is such an integral part of the experience of the film, once you see it, you can't imagine the film without it."[113] AllMusic reviewer James Christopher Monger selected opening track "Nightcall", "I Drive", "Hammer" and "Bride of Deluxe" as highlights on it.[114] Digital Spy[image: External link]'s Mayer Nissim gave it a four out of five star rating, finding it to be as important as the film itself. She stated the album beginning with non-Martinez songs instead of mixing it up for a more enjoyable listening experience cost it a star.[52] In September 2016, Lakeshore and Invada Records released a fifth anniversary special edition pressing of the soundtrack, featuring new liner notes and artwork. That same month, Johnny Jewel, College, Electric Youth, and Cliff Martinez discussed the impact of the soundtrack and film on their lives and contemporary music culture. Jewel told Vehlinggo that Drive's "blend of sonic and visual nostalgia with a contemporary spin is always deadly."[115] The soundtrack was listed on Spin magazine's list of 40 Movie Soundtracks That Changed Alternative Music.[116]
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 Track listing






	No.
	Title
	Artist(s)[109]
	Length



	1.
	" Nightcall[image: External link]" (Vincent Pierre Claude Belorgey, Guy-Manuel de Homem-Christo[image: External link])
	Kavinsky[image: External link] featuring Lovefoxxx[image: External link]
	4:19



	2.
	"Under Your Spell" (Johnny Jewel)
	Desire[image: External link]
	3:52



	3.
	"A Real Hero[image: External link]" (David Grellier, Austin Garrick[image: External link], Bronwyn Griffin)
	College[image: External link] featuring Electric Youth[image: External link]
	4:27



	4.
	"Oh My Love" (Riz Ortolani, Rina Ranieri)
	Riz Ortolani[image: External link] featuring Katyna Ranieri[image: External link]
	2:50



	5.
	"Tick of the Clock" (Jewel)
	Chromatics[image: External link]
	4:48



	6.
	"Rubber Head"
	Cliff Martinez[image: External link]
	3:08



	7.
	"The Driver"
	Bastille[image: External link]
	4:22



	8.
	"I Drive"
	Cliff Martinez
	2:03



	9.
	"He Had a Good Time"
	Cliff Martinez
	1:37



	10.
	"They Broke His Pelvis"
	Cliff Martinez
	1:58



	11.
	"Kick Your Teeth"
	Cliff Martinez
	2:40



	12.
	"Where's the Deluxe Version?"
	Cliff Martinez
	5:32



	13.
	"See You in Four"
	Cliff Martinez
	2:37



	14.
	"After the Chase"
	Cliff Martinez
	5:25



	15.
	"Hammer"
	Cliff Martinez
	4:44



	16.
	"Wrong Floor"
	Cliff Martinez
	1:31



	17.
	"Skull Crushing"
	Cliff Martinez
	5:57



	18.
	"My Name on a Car"
	Cliff Martinez
	2:19



	19.
	"On the Beach"
	Cliff Martinez
	6:35



	20.
	"Bride of Deluxe"
	Cliff Martinez
	3:57
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 Charts







	Weekly charts



	


	Chart (2011–12)
	Peak

position



	
Austrian Albums Chart[117]

	33



	
Belgian Albums Chart (Flanders)[118]

	28



	
Belgian Albums Chart (Wallonia)[119]

	24



	
Danish Albums Chart[image: External link][120]

	12



	
French Albums Chart[121]

	13



	
German Albums Chart[image: External link][122]

	59



	
Irish Compilation Albums Chart[image: External link][123]

	2



	
Italian Compilation Albums Chart[image: External link][124]

	14



	
Norwegian Albums Chart[image: External link][125]

	35



	
Polish Albums Chart[image: External link][126]

	8



	
Swiss Albums Chart[127]

	72



	
UK Compilation Albums Chart[image: External link][128]

	12



	US Billboard 200[image: External link][129]

	31



	US Independent Albums[image: External link][129]

	4



	US Soundtracks[129]

	1





	

	Year-end charts





	Chart (2012)
	Position



	Belgian Albums Chart (Flanders)[130]

	91



	Belgian Albums Chart (Wallonia)[131]

	96



	Danish Albums Chart[132]

	96



	French Albums Chart[133]

	118
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 See also





	Heist films[image: External link]

	Pusher (1996 film)[image: External link]

	
The Driver[image: External link] (1978 film)

	
Baby Driver[image: External link] (2017 film)

	
Whitewashing in film[image: External link][134][135]
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Lost River (film)






Lost River is a 2014 American fantasy[image: External link]- neo-noir[image: External link] film written, produced and directed by Ryan Gosling, in his directorial debut[image: External link]. The film stars Christina Hendricks, Saoirse Ronan[image: External link], Iain De Caestecker[image: External link], Matt Smith, Ben Mendelsohn, Barbara Steele[image: External link], and Eva Mendes. Principal photography began in Detroit[image: External link] on May 6, 2013.[4] The film premiered in competition in the Un Certain Regard section at the 2014 Cannes Film Festival,[5] and was released in the United States on April 10, 2015.[6][7]
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 Plot




Single mother Billy (Christina Hendricks) lives in a rundown Detroit[image: External link] neighborhood with her two sons, Bones (Iain De Caestecker[image: External link]) and little Franky. Billy and Bones both love Franky but are fairly distant from each other. In his spare time, Bones salvages copper piping from abandoned houses in town while trying to avoid a vicious local criminal named Bully (Matt Smith), who has claimed the copper piping for himself. One day, Bully catches Bones taking copper piping, which Bones abandons and flees. Later, Bones reclaims the stolen piping from Bully's hiding place and manages to escape from Bully's sidekick, Face. Billy, meanwhile, meets with a banker, Dave (Ben Mendelsohn), regarding a loan that the previous bank manager talked her into so that she could stay in the home, which originally belonged to her grandmother. Since Billy is unemployed, she is unable to repay the bank and must begin searching for a job in order to pay for the house. Dave gives her his business card and offers her a job, leaving out the details of what it is.

A construction crew begins tearing down the vacant houses[image: External link] in the neighborhood. One man spray-paints a "D" on Billy's house, indicating that their loan is in default and it will be torn down if she is unable to pay off the loan. The family's neighbor Rat (Saoirse Ronan[image: External link]), who lives with her grandmother (Barbara Steele[image: External link]) and her pet rat Nick, sings a melancholic tune about someone loving her. Her grandmother repeatedly watches her old wedding video, unable to deal with the loss of her husband who died while constructing a dam. Bones discovers an old road that is overgrown and leads under a lake. While hanging out with Rat, Bones learns that there used to be a town that was flooded when a reservoir was built, hence the name "Lost River". Rat mentions having a video of it that her grandmother has kept for years. She notes that the only way to break the "curse" that is plaguing Lost River is to capture a "beast" from underwater and bring it to the surface. Billy is taken by a friendly cab driver to a burlesque studio downtown. She enters among the crowded audience to see a show put on by the main performer, Cat (Eva Mendes). The appeal of the show is a realistically gory murder show where Cat gets stabbed multiple times and has her "blood" spray all over the delighted audience. Billy goes backstage and meets with Cat who shows her where the real money is made; in the basement. Down there, women will stand in locked plastic "shells" while men do whatever they want in their presence.

Rat invites Bones out for "a night on the town." They go dancing at an abandoned high school and intimate that they would leave town together if it came to that. Later, they go out to a gas station store and run into Bully with his henchman Face, whose lips were cut off by Bully after he let Bones get away, leaving him horribly disfigured. Bones hides from Bully as he starts to talk to Rat. To protect Bones, Rat accepts Bully's offer to give her a ride home. Bully walks Rat to her front door and asks her if he can see her pet rat, Nick. He grabs the rat and viciously kills it in front of her.

Billy has had to take Franky to work with her since Bones was out with Rat. For her performance, Billy makes it look like she's cutting off her face, which excites the audience. She later sits with Dave, who hosts the joint. He disapproves of her having her son there, and then he sings a song to the audience. He takes her home and makes a pass at her but stops when he sees Bones standing outside of the car. Later, Billy breaks down in tears over her increasingly difficult situation.

Bones drops Billy off at work and sees what she has been doing to make money for him and his brother. Unable to help her financial situation anymore by stealing copper pipe, Bones decides he is going to break the aforementioned "curse." He leaves Franky with Rat and goes into the river to cut off the head of a dinosaur statue from an old children's park. Meanwhile, Face enters Rat's home and sets it on fire with her grandmother still there. He goes down in the flames as Rat goes to find her grandmother. Rat is unable to rouse her grandmother from her catatonia but she gets Franky away from the fire. Having succeeded in cutting off the dinosaur's head, Bones comes ashore to find his car has been set on fire. Bully tries to run Bones over with his car but at the last moment, Bones steps out of the way and hurls the dinosaur head at Bully's windshield, causing him to crash against the burning car. Bully is thrown from his car, ends up stuck head first in the water, and drowns.

At work, Billy is sealed in a "shell" while Dave performs a sexual dance routine around her. Despite having a button that locks the shell from the inside, Dave has a remote that releases the lock. She is let out of the chamber and she stabs Dave in the ear, leaving him to bleed out. Billy returns to find her sons and Rat sitting on the steps of their home while Rat's house continues to burn. With the help of the cab driver, the four of them run away and leave Lost River behind them.
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 Cast





	
Christina Hendricks as Billy

	
Iain De Caestecker[image: External link] as Bones

	
Saoirse Ronan[image: External link] as Rat

	
Matt Smith as Bully

	
Ben Mendelsohn as Dave

	
Eva Mendes as Cat

	
Reda Kateb[image: External link] as Cab Driver

	
Barbara Steele[image: External link] as Grandma

	Torrey Wigfield as Face

	
Rob Zabrecky[image: External link] as MC
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 Production




In May 2013, scenes were shot at the Masonic Temple[image: External link] in Detroit[image: External link], Michigan[image: External link].[8]
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 Music




The musical score[image: External link] for Lost River was composed by Johnny Jewel[image: External link].[9]

The first official tease of the film's music came on February 3, 2015 when Chromatics[image: External link] issued a single for their song, "Yes (Love Theme from Lost River)," which is featured in the film. Jewel released the soundtrack album on his own label, Italians Do It Better[image: External link], on March 30, 2015. The soundtrack features music from the score, as well as songs from the film by Glass Candy[image: External link], Chromatics, Desire[image: External link], and Symmetry, as well as songs sung by Saoirse Ronan[image: External link] and Ben Mendelsohn, who star in the film. The song 'Tell Me', sung by Ronan, was featured in the first episode of the 2017 television series Riverdale[image: External link]. The soundtrack was released on CD, digitally, and as a limited 3xLP on purple vinyl[image: External link].[10]
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 Release




The film premiered on May 20, 2014, at the Cannes Film Festival, where it was met with both boos and cheers by the audience.[11] Warner Bros. Pictures[image: External link], the U.S. distributor of the film,[6] was subsequently reported to be considering selling its distribution rights to another studio.[12] On December 30, 2014, Warner Bros. announced that Lost River would have a limited release[image: External link] in early 2015, and debut simultaneously on video on demand[image: External link] platforms.[6]

Lost River was part of the SXSW Film Festival[image: External link] in March 2015 in Austin, Texas[image: External link].[13][14]
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 Critical reception




Lost River received mixed reviews at the time of its release. On Rotten Tomatoes[image: External link], the film has a rating of 30%, based on 69 reviews, with an average rating of 4.5/10. The site's critical consensus reads, "Lost River suggests that debuting writer-director Ryan Gosling may have a bright future as a filmmaker, but it doesn't hold together well enough to recommend on its own merit."[15] On Metacritic, the film has a score of 42 out of 100, based on 21 critics, indicating "mixed or average reviews".[16]

Peter Bradshaw[image: External link] of The Guardian stated that the film is "colossally indulgent, shapeless, often fantastically and unthinkingly offensive and at all times insufferably conceited".[17] Kate Muir[image: External link] of The Sunday Times[image: External link] indicated that "Ryan Gosling's Lost River is a lurid mash up of Lynch, Refn and Edward Hopper. In a bad way."[18] Robbie Collin[image: External link] of The Telegraph called the film "dumbfoundingly poor" and stated that Gosling "confuses 'making film' with 'assembling Tumblr[image: External link] of David Lynch[image: External link] & Mario Bava[image: External link] gifs'".[19]

By 2016, the film had begun to receive a more receptive opinion from fans of the surreal fantasy[image: External link] genre.[20]
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The Big Short (film)






The Big Short is a 2015 American biographical[image: External link] comedy-drama[image: External link] film directed by Adam McKay[image: External link] and written by McKay and Charles Randolph[image: External link], based on the 2010 book The Big Short: Inside the Doomsday Machine[image: External link] by Michael Lewis[image: External link] about the financial crisis of 2007–2008[image: External link] which was triggered by the United States housing bubble[image: External link].[4] The film stars Christian Bale, Steve Carell, Ryan Gosling, Brad Pitt[image: External link], Melissa Leo[image: External link], Hamish Linklater[image: External link], John Magaro[image: External link], Rafe Spall[image: External link], Jeremy Strong[image: External link], Finn Wittrock[image: External link] and Marisa Tomei[image: External link].

The film is noted for the unconventional techniques it employs to explain complex financial instruments[image: External link]. Among others, it features cameo appearances[image: External link] by Margot Robbie[image: External link], Anthony Bourdain[image: External link], Selena Gomez[image: External link] and Richard Thaler[image: External link], who break the fourth wall[image: External link] to explain concepts such as subprime mortgages[image: External link] and collateralized debt obligations[image: External link] as a meta-reference[image: External link].[5] Several other actors directly address the audience, most frequently Gosling, who serves as the narrator.

The film began a limited release[image: External link] in the United States on December 11, 2015, followed by a wide release[image: External link] on December 23 by Paramount Pictures[image: External link][6][7] The film was a financial and critical success, grossing $133 million against a $28 million budget, and receiving positive reviews. The film was nominated for five Academy Awards, including Best Picture[image: External link], Best Director[image: External link], Best Supporting Actor[image: External link] for Bale, Best Film Editing[image: External link] and Best Adapted Screenplay[image: External link], winning the last.



TOP
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 Plot




The film consists of three separate stories which run concurrently with no plot overlap – they are only connected by the commonality of the predicted housing market collapse.

Michael Burry storyline

In 2005, eccentric hedge fund[image: External link] manager Michael Burry[image: External link] (Christian Bale) discovers that the United States housing market[image: External link] is extremely unstable, being based on high-risk subprime loans[image: External link]. Anticipating that the market will collapse during Q2 2007, as interest rates would rise from adjustable-rate mortgages[image: External link], he envisions an opportunity to profit. His plan is to create a credit default swap[image: External link] market, allowing him to bet against market-based mortgage-backed securities[image: External link]. He proposes his idea to several major investment and commercial banks who readily accept. Burry's huge long-term bet, exceeding $1 billion, entails paying substantial monthly premiums to the banks. This proviso incurs his clients' ire, believing he is "wasting" capital[image: External link], and many demand that he reverse and sell, but Burry refuses. He later discovers that the banks collude with a major bond-rating company to maintain ratings on worthless bonds, allowing them to sell off their losing positions before the true values became known. Under pressure, Burry restricts withdrawals from his fund, angering his investors. Eventually the housing market collapses[image: External link] and his fund's value increases by 489% with an overall profit of over $2.69 billion, but the backlash he receives, coupled with self-disgust, convinces him to close his fund.

Front Point storyline

Deutsche Bank salesman Jared Vennett (Ryan Gosling) is one of the first to understand Burry's analysis, learning about his actions from one of the bankers who sold Burry an early credit default swap. Vennett uses his quant[image: External link] to verify that Burry's predictions are likely true and decides to put his own stake in the market, earning a fee on selling the swaps to firms who'll be profitable when the underlying mortgage bonds fail. A misplaced phone call alerts Front Point hedge fund manager Mark Baum[image: External link] (Steve Carell) to his plans, and he is convinced to buy credit default swaps from Vennett due to his own personal distaste with the banks. Vennett explains that the market collapse is being further perpetuated by the packaging of subprime loans into collateralized debt obligations[image: External link] (CDOs) large enough to be considered AAA ratings[image: External link]. Baum sends staff to investigate the Miami[image: External link] housing market and they discover that mortgage brokers[image: External link] are making money by selling risky mortgages to the Wall Street[image: External link] banks, which created the bubble. In early 2007, these loans begin to default, but the prices of the CDOs somehow rise. Meanwhile, ratings agencies refuse to downgrade the ratings of these failing bonds. When Baum questions an acquaintance at Standard & Poor's[image: External link], he discovers conflicts of interest[image: External link] and dishonesty amongst the credit rating agencies[image: External link]. When Baum's employees question Vennett's motives, he maintains his position and invites Baum and his team to the American Securitization Forum[image: External link] in Las Vegas[image: External link]. Baum interviews CDO manager Wing Chau, who creates CDOs on behalf of an investment bank, claiming to represent the interests of investors. Chau describes how synthetic CDOs[image: External link] make a chain of increasingly large bets on the faulty loans, involving up to 20 times as much money as the loans themselves. Baum horrifyingly realizes that the fraud will completely collapse the global economy and decides to purchase as many swaps as possible, profiting from the situation at the banks' expense. Waiting until the last minute to sell their position, Baum's fund makes a profit of $1 billion, but he laments that the banks won't accept blame for the crisis.

Brownfield storyline

Young investors Charlie Geller (John Magaro[image: External link]) and Jamie Shipley (Finn Wittrock[image: External link]) accidentally discover a prospectus[image: External link] by Vennett, convincing them to become involved in the swaps, as it fits their strategy of buying cheap insurance with big potential payouts. Since they are below the capital threshold for an ISDA Master Agreement[image: External link] required to enter into trades like Burry's and Baum's, they enlist the aid of retired securities[image: External link] trader Ben Rickert (Brad Pitt[image: External link]). When the bond values and CDOs rise despite defaults, Geller suspects the banks of committing fraud. The three also visit the American Securitization Forum, where they learn that the U.S. Securities and Exchange Commission[image: External link] has no regulations to monitor mortgage-backed security activity. They manage to successfully make an even more profitable payout deal than other hedge funds by shorting the higher-rated mortgage securities. These securities were considered highly stable and the banks were willing to sell swaps on them extremely cheaply. Geller and Shipley are initially ecstatic, but Rickert is disgusted, pointing out an impending economic collapse and that a 1% rise in the unemployment rate is tied to 40,000 deaths. The two are horrified, taking an emotional stake in the collapse by trying to tip off the press and their families about the upcoming disaster and the rampant fraud amongst the big banks. As the housing market begins to collapse, Ben, while on vacation in England, is able to sell their swaps, mostly to UBS. Ultimately, they make a profit of $80 million, but their faith in the system is broken.

In the epilogue, the fates of the main characters are revealed. Jared Vennett makes $47 million off the selling of swaps; Mark Baum becomes more gracious from the financial fallout, and his staff continue to operate their fund; Charlie Geller and Jamie Shipley go their separate ways after failing to sue the ratings agencies, with Charlie moving to Charlotte[image: External link] to start a family, and Jamie still running their fund; Ben Rickert returns to his peaceful retirement; and Michael Burry now only invests in water commodities. It is noted that as of 2015, banks are selling CDOs again under a new label: "bespoke tranche[image: External link] opportunity ( link[image: External link])".
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 Cast






	
Christian Bale as Michael Burry[image: External link], M.D.,[8] the operator of Scion Capital and the first person to discover the massive bubble in the American housing market. He invests over $1.3billion in credit default swaps based on this assumption. Burry is quirky and socially inept, and much prefers working with numbers than people.

	
Aiden Flowers[image: External link] as young Michael Burry





	
Ryan Gosling as Jared Vennett (based on Greg Lippmann),[8] a low-level salesman at Deutsche Bank who stumbles upon Burry's interpretation of the housing market, and persuades Baum to buy credit default swaps from his bank, collecting commissions and fees by doing so. Vennett is egotistical, highly vain and serves as the narrator of the film.

	
Steve Carell as Mark Baum (based on Steve Eisman[image: External link]),[8] the hot-headed head of Front Point Partners, a hedge fund which also invests millions of dollars into credit default swaps based on the advice of Jared Vennett. Baum is disgusted by the actions of his Wall Street compatriots, and is struggling to cope with his brother's suicide.

	
Hamish Linklater[image: External link] as Porter Collins, an employee of Baum's and the most objectively normal.

	
Rafe Spall[image: External link] as Danny Moses, an employee of Baum's and a rampant optimist.

	
Jeremy Strong[image: External link] as Vincent "Vinny" Daniel, an employee of Baum's and the most rash and impulsive.

	
John Magaro[image: External link] as Charlie Geller (based on Charlie Ledley),[9] co-owner of the Brownfield Fund who asks Ben to help them get a seat at the 'big-boy' table.

	
Finn Wittrock[image: External link] as Jamie Shipley (based on Jamie Mai),[9] co-owner of the Brownfield Fund who asks Ben to help them get a seat at the 'big-boy' table.

	
Brad Pitt[image: External link] as Ben Rickert (based on Ben Hockett),[8] a paranoid and germaphobic retired former trader who, like Baum, despises the financial world but goes back in as a favor to Jamie and Charlie.

	
Marisa Tomei[image: External link] as Cynthia Baum (based on Valerie Feigen),[9] Mark's loving and understanding wife.

	
Tracy Letts[image: External link] as Lawrence Fields, an investor of Scion Capital and Burry's mentor.

	
Adepero Oduye[image: External link] as Kathy Tao, a Morgan Stanley employee who supervises Front Point and Baum.

	
Byron Mann[image: External link] as Wing Chau, a CDO manager that Vennett introduces to Mark Baum.

	
Karen Gillan[image: External link] as Evie,[10] the ex-girlfriend of Jamie's brother who leaves the SEC to find a job at an investment bank.

	
Melissa Leo[image: External link] as Georgia Hale, an employee of credit ratings agency Standard & Poor's, who admits the industry is corrupted.

	
Max Greenfield[image: External link] as Mortgage Broker #1,[11] a morally bankrupt mortgage broker who specialises in conning strippers into bad loans.

	
Billy Magnussen[image: External link] as Mortgage Broker #2,[12] a morally bankrupt mortgage broker who specialises in conning immigrants into bad loans.

	Rudy Eisenzopf as Lewis Ranieri[image: External link], a no-name banker who created the first mortgage-backed security.

	
Margot Robbie[image: External link] as herself[5]


	
Anthony Bourdain[image: External link] as himself[5]


	
Richard Thaler[image: External link] as himself[5][13]


	
Selena Gomez[image: External link] as herself[5]
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 Development




In 2013, Paramount[image: External link] acquired the rights to the 2010 non-fiction book The Big Short: Inside the Doomsday Machine[image: External link] by Michael Lewis[image: External link], to develop it into a film, which Brad Pitt[image: External link]'s Plan B Entertainment[image: External link] would produce.[14] On March 24, 2014, Adam McKay[image: External link] was hired to write and direct a film about the housing and economic bubble[image: External link].[4] Screenwriter Charles Randolph[image: External link], who co-wrote the film with McKay, said one of the first challenges was finding the right tone for the film. He told Creative Screenwriting, "In general it was trying to find the right tone that was slightly funnier than your average Miloš Forman[image: External link] comedy, which is all grounded character-based but not so satirical where you got Wag the Dog[image: External link]. Somewhere between there was what I was shooting for. Once I got the tone down, then I went through the plot. The market's movements provided you with an underlying plot. You make your short deal, then the bank is trying to squeeze you out, and then it all breaks loose. So that was pretty easy, and it provided character arcs against that."[15] Two years after Randolph wrote his draft, McKay, as director, rewrote Randolph's screenplay. It was McKay's idea to include the celebrity cameos in the film to explain the financial concepts.[15]
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 Casting




On January 13, 2015, Variety reported that Brad Pitt[image: External link], Christian Bale, and Ryan Gosling were set to star in the film, with Pitt producing the film along with Dede Gardner[image: External link] and Jeremy Kleiner[image: External link]. Plan B Entertainment[image: External link] would finance, with Paramount handling the distribution rights.[16] Before this, Pitt had already starred in the adaptation of the author's Moneyball[image: External link], for which he was nominated for an Oscar.[4][16] On January 14, it was announced that Steve Carell would also star.[8] On April 21, 2015, more cast was revealed by Deadline, including Melissa Leo[image: External link], Marisa Tomei[image: External link], Tracy Letts[image: External link], Hamish Linklater[image: External link], John Magaro[image: External link], Byron Mann[image: External link], Rafe Spall[image: External link], Jeremy Strong[image: External link], and Finn Wittrock[image: External link].[17] Charles Randolph[image: External link] wrote the initial draft.[17] Max Greenfield[image: External link] joined the ensemble cast of the film on April 23, 2015.[11] Karen Gillan[image: External link] tweeted about her involvement in the film on May 8, 2015.[10]
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 Filming




Principal photography[image: External link] on the film began on March 18, 2015 in New Orleans[image: External link], Louisiana[image: External link].[18][19] On March 25, filming was taking place on General De Gaulle Boulevard in the Algiers[image: External link] section of New Orleans.[20] On May 8, Gillan confirmed she was shooting her scenes.[10] On May 20, 2015, filming took place on Mercer, between Prince Street[image: External link] and Spring Street[image: External link] in Manhattan[image: External link], New York City[image: External link].[21] On May 22, the production crew recreated the offices of failed investment firm Lehman Brothers[image: External link] in the lobby of the New York State Department of Financial Services[image: External link] in Manhattan.[22] An assistant counsel for the Department of Financial Services played one of the extras in the scene.[22]
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 Release




On September 22, 2015, Paramount set the film for a limited release[image: External link] on December 11, 2015 and a wide release[image: External link] on December 23, 2015.[23][24]

The film was released on DVD[image: External link] and Blu-ray[image: External link] on March 15, 2016.
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The Big Short grossed $70.3 million in the U.S. and Canada and $63.1 million in other countries, for a worldwide total of $133.3 million against a budget of $28 million.[3]

The film was released in eight theaters in Los Angeles[image: External link], New York[image: External link], San Francisco[image: External link] and Chicago[image: External link] on December 11, 2015 and earned $705,527 (an average of $88,191 per theater). It set the record for the best ever per-screen gross for a film opening in eight locations, breaking the previous record held by Memoirs of a Geisha[image: External link] ($85,313 per theater),[25] and was the third biggest theater average of 2015 behind the four screen debuts of Steve Jobs[image: External link] ($130,000) and The Revenant[image: External link] ($118,640).[26]

The film had its wide release on Wednesday December 23, 2015 and grossed $2.3 million on its first day. In its opening weekend it grossed $10.5 million, finishing 6th at the box office.[27]
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The Big Short has received acclaim from critics, with the screenplay, direction, and the performance of Bale receiving strong praise. On Rotten Tomatoes[image: External link], the film has a rating of 88%, based on 279 reviews, with an average rating of 7.8/10. The website's consensus reads, "The Big Short approaches a serious, complicated subject with an impressive attention to detail – and manages to deliver a well-acted, scathingly funny indictment of its real-life villains in the bargain."[28] On Metacritic, the film has a score of 81 out of 100, based on 45 critics, indicating "universal acclaim".[29] Audiences polled by CinemaScore[image: External link] gave the film an average grade of "A–" on an A+ to F scale.[27]

IGN[image: External link] gave the film a score of 8.6/10, praising its "energetic direction" and making "a complicated tale palpable for the layperson even as it triggers outrage at the fatcats who helped cause it".[30] The New York Times's "UpShot" series stated The Big Short offered the "strongest film explanation of the global financial crisis".[31]
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 Accolades




Main article: List of accolades received by The Big Short (film)[image: External link]
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 See also





	The Wolf Of Wall Street[image: External link]

	Bankruptcy of Lehman Brothers[image: External link]

	Great Recession[image: External link]

	Inside Job (film documentary)[image: External link]

	Margin Call (film)[image: External link]

	Too Big to Fail (film)[image: External link]
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La La Land (film)






La La Land is a 2016 American musical[image: External link] romantic[image: External link] comedy-drama film[image: External link] written and directed by Damien Chazelle[image: External link], and starring Ryan Gosling and Emma Stone as a musician and an aspiring actress who meet and fall in love in Los Angeles[image: External link]. The film's title refers both to the city of Los Angeles and to the idiom[image: External link] for being out of touch with reality.

Chazelle wrote the screenplay in 2010 but did not find a studio willing to finance the production without changes to his design. Following the success of his 2014 film Whiplash[image: External link], the project was picked up by Summit Entertainment[image: External link]. La La Land was premiered at the Venice Film Festival[image: External link] on August 31, 2016, and was released in the United States on December 9, 2016. It grossed $443 million worldwide on a production budget of $30 million.[a]

La La Land received critical acclaim and was regarded as one of the best films of 2016. Critics praised Chazelle's screenplay and direction, Gosling and Stone's performances, Justin Hurwitz[image: External link]'s score and the film's musical numbers. It won in every category it was nominated for at the 74th Golden Globe Awards[image: External link], with a record-breaking seven wins, and received 11 nominations at the 70th British Academy Film Awards[image: External link], winning five. It received 14 nominations at the 89th Academy Awards[image: External link], tying the record for most nominations with Titanic[image: External link] (1997) and All About Eve[image: External link] (1950), and won 6 Academy Awards for Best Director[image: External link], Best Actress[image: External link] (Stone), Best Cinematography[image: External link], Best Original Score[image: External link], Best Original Song[image: External link] ("City of Stars") and Best Production Design[image: External link].



TOP
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While stuck in traffic on a Los Angeles highway[image: External link] ("Another Day of Sun[image: External link]"), Mia Dolan, an aspiring actress, has a moment of road rage[image: External link] with Sebastian Wilder, a struggling jazz pianist[image: External link]. Her subsequent audition[image: External link] goes poorly, where the casting director takes a call in the middle of an emotional scene. That night, Mia's roommates take her to a lavish party in the Hollywood Hills[image: External link] ("Someone in the Crowd"). She walks home after her car is towed.

During a gig[image: External link] at a restaurant, Sebastian slips into a passionate jazz improvisation[image: External link] despite warnings from the owner to stick to the setlist[image: External link] of traditional Christmas songs. Mia overhears the music as she passes by ("Mia and Sebastian's Theme"). Moved, she enters the restaurant, but Sebastian is fired. As he storms out, Mia attempts to compliment him, but he brushes her off.

Months later, Mia runs into Sebastian at a party where he plays in a 1980s pop cover band; she teases him by requesting "I Ran (So Far Away)[image: External link]", a song he considers an insult for "a serious musician". After the gig, the two walk to their cars, lamenting each other's company despite the chemistry between them ("A Lovely Night").

The next day, Sebastian arrives at Mia's work, and she shows Sebastian around the movie lot[image: External link], where she works as a barista, while explaining her passion for acting. Sebastian takes Mia to a jazz club[image: External link], describing his passion for jazz[image: External link] and desire to open his own club. They warm to each other ("City of Stars"). Sebastian invites Mia to a screening of Rebel Without a Cause[image: External link]; Mia accepts, forgetting a commitment with her current boyfriend. Bored with the double date with her boyfriend, she runs to the theater, finding Sebastian as the film begins. The two conclude their evening with a romantic dance at the Griffith Observatory[image: External link] ("Planetarium").

After more failed auditions, Mia decides, at Sebastian's suggestion, to write a one-woman play[image: External link]. Sebastian begins to perform regularly at a jazz club ("Summer Montage"), and the two move in together. Sebastian's former classmate Keith invites him to be the keyboardist in his fusion jazz[image: External link] band, where he will be offered a steady income. Although dismayed by the band's pop style, Sebastian signs after overhearing Mia trying to convince her mother that Sebastian is working on his career. Mia attends one of their concerts ("Start a Fire") but is disturbed, knowing Sebastian does not enjoy his band's music.

During the band's first tour, Mia and Sebastian get into an argument; she accuses him of abandoning his dreams, while he claims she liked him more when he was unsuccessful. Mia leaves, insulted and frustrated. Sebastian misses Mia's play due to a photo shoot with the band that he had forgotten. The play is a disaster; few people attend, and Mia overhears dismissive comments. Sebastian attempts to apologize to Mia for missing the play, but she is unwilling to forgive him and ends their relationship. Despondent and unable to pay the theater back, Mia moves back home to Boulder City, Nevada[image: External link].

Sebastian receives a call from a casting director who attended Mia's play, inviting her to a film audition. Sebastian drives to Boulder City and persuades Mia to attend. The casting directors ask Mia to tell a story; she sings about her aunt who inspired her to pursue acting ("Audition (The Fools Who Dream)[image: External link]"). Sebastian encourages her to devote herself to the opportunity. They profess they will always love each other but are uncertain of their future.

Five years later, Mia is a famous actress and happily married to another man, with whom she has a daughter. One night, the couple stumble upon a jazz bar. Noticing the "Seb's" logo she had once designed, Mia realizes Sebastian has opened his club. As Sebastian notices Mia in the crowd, he plays their love theme and the two imagine what might have been had their relationship worked perfectly ("Epilogue"). Before Mia leaves with her husband, she shares a smile with Sebastian.
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Ryan Gosling as Sebastian Wilder

	
Emma Stone as Mia Dolan

	
John Legend[image: External link] as Keith

	
Rosemarie DeWitt[image: External link] as Laura Wilder

	
Finn Wittrock[image: External link] as Greg Earnest

	Jessica Rothe as Alexis

	
Sonoya Mizuno[image: External link] as Caitlin

	
Callie Hernandez[image: External link] as Tracy

	
J. K. Simmons[image: External link] as Bill

	
Tom Everett Scott[image: External link] as David

	
Meagen Fay[image: External link] as Mia's Mom

	
Damon Gupton[image: External link] as Harry

	
Jason Fuchs[image: External link] as Carlo

	
Josh Pence[image: External link] as Josh
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As a drummer, Damien Chazelle[image: External link] has a predilection for musical films.[6] He wrote the screenplay for La La Land in 2010, when the film industry seemed out of reach for him.[7] His idea was "to take the old musical but ground it in real life where things don't always exactly work out,"[6] and to salute creative people who move to Los Angeles to chase their dreams.[8] He conceived the film when he was a student at Harvard University[image: External link] with his classmate, Justin Hurwitz[image: External link]. The two explored the concept in their senior thesis through a low-budget musical about a Boston[image: External link] jazz musician, Guy and Madeline on a Park Bench[image: External link].[9][10] Chazelle was moved by the tradition of 1920s city symphony films, such as Manhatta[image: External link] (1921) and Man With a Movie Camera[image: External link] (1929), that paid tribute to cities.[11] After graduating, both moved to Los Angeles in 2010 and continued writing the script, but made a few modifications, such as altering the location to Los Angeles instead of Boston.[9]


L.A., even more so than any other American city, obscures, sometimes neglects, its own history. But that can also be its own magical thing, because it's a city that reveals itself bit by bit, like an onion, if you take the time to explore it.[11]



Rather than trying to match L.A. to the charms of Paris[image: External link] or San Francisco[image: External link], he focused on the qualities that make the city distinctive: the traffic, the sprawl, and the skylines.[11] The style and tone of the film were inspired by Jacques Demy[image: External link]'s The Umbrellas of Cherbourg[image: External link] and The Young Girls of Rochefort[image: External link], especially the latter, which was more dance and jazz-oriented.[12] The film also makes visual allusions to Hollywood classics such as Broadway Melody of 1940[image: External link], Singin' in the Rain[image: External link], and The Band Wagon[image: External link].[13] It shares some character development and themes with Chazelle's previous musical work, Whiplash[image: External link]; Chazelle said:


	"They're both about the struggle of being an artist and reconciling your dreams with the need to be human. La La Land is just much less angry about it."[14] He said that both films reflect his own experiences as a filmmaker working his way up the Hollywood ladder.[8] La La Land in particular is inspired by his experience of moving from the East Coast[image: External link] with preconceived notions of what L.A. would be like, "that it was all just strip malls and freeways."[11]




Chazelle was unable to produce the film for years as no studio was willing to finance an original contemporary musical, with no familiar songs. It was also a jazz musical, which The Hollywood Reporter called an "extinct genre". He believed that since he and Hurwitz were unknown at that time, it might have made financiers dubious about the project's potential.[15][9] Chazelle found producers through friends who introduced him to Fred Berger[image: External link] and Jordan Horowitz[image: External link]. With the two producers on board, the script went to Focus Features[image: External link] at a budget of around $1 million. The studio demanded alterations: the male lead was asked to be changed from a jazz pianist to a rock musician, the complicated opening number had to be altered, and the story's bittersweet ending needed to be dropped. Chazelle scrapped the project and moved on.[9]

Chazelle later wrote Whiplash, which was an easier concept to sell and a less risky investment.[16] After Whiplash was well received by critics upon its premiere at the 2014 Sundance Film Festival[image: External link] in January, Chazelle continued his efforts to bring La La Land to the big screen.[9] A year later, when Whiplash earned five Oscar nominations at the 87th Academy Awards[image: External link] including Best Picture[image: External link], and grossed nearly $50 million worldwide off a $3.3 million production budget, Chazelle and his project began to attract attention from studios.[15]

Five years after Chazelle wrote the script,[17] Summit Entertainment[image: External link] and Black Label Media, along with producer Marc Platt[image: External link], agreed to invest in La La Land and distribute it. They had been impressed by the critical and commercial success of Whiplash.[8] Lionsgate's Patrick Wachsberger, who had previously worked on the Step Up franchise[image: External link], pushed Chazelle to increase the film's budget since he felt high-quality musicals could not be made cheaply.[18]
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Initially, Miles Teller[image: External link] and Emma Watson[image: External link] were both set to star in the leads. Watson dropped out over a commitment to the 2017 adaptation of Beauty and the Beast[image: External link], while Teller departed via long contract negotiations.[7] Conversely, Gosling himself turned down a role as the Beast[image: External link] in Beauty and the Beast in favor of La La Land.[19] Chazelle decided to make his characters somewhat older, with experience in struggling to make their dreams, rather than younger newcomers just arriving in Los Angeles.[9]

Emma Stone plays Mia, a struggling actress in Los Angeles.[15] Stone has loved musicals since she saw Les Misérables[image: External link] when she was 8 years old, saying that "bursting into song has always been a real dream of mine", and that her favorite film is the 1931 Charlie Chaplin[image: External link] romantic comedy City Lights[image: External link].[15][6] She studied pom dancing[image: External link] as a child, with a year of ballet.[15] She moved to Hollywood with her mother at the age of 15 to pursue a career, and struggled constantly to get an audition during her first year. When she did, she was often turned away after singing or saying just one line.[20] Stone drew from her own experiences for her character of Mia, and some were added into the film.[14]

She met Chazelle in 2014 while she was making her Broadway[image: External link] debut in Cabaret[image: External link]. Chazelle and Hurwitz saw her perform on a night when the actress had a cold.[15][21] She met with Chazelle at Brooklyn Diner in New York City, where the director outlined his vision for the planned film.[22] Stone gained confidence from performing in Cabaret to handle the demands of the film.[22] In preparation for her role, Stone watched some of the musical movies that inspired Chazelle, including The Umbrellas of Cherbourg and Fred Astaire and Ginger Rogers[image: External link] collaborations.[17] Stone accepted the offer because Chazelle was so passionate about the project.[22]

Ryan Gosling plays Sebastian, a jazz pianist.[15] Like Stone, Gosling drew from his own experiences as an aspiring artist. One incident was used for Mia. Gosling was performing a crying scene in an audition and the casting director took a phone call during it, talking about her lunch plans while he was emoting.[15][20][23] Chazelle met with Gosling at a bar near the latter's home in Hollywood Hills[image: External link], when Gosling was about to begin filming for The Big Short.[9]

Chazelle cast the two immediately after Summit bought the film.[8] He said the two "feel like the closest thing that we have right now to an old Hollywood couple" as akin to Spencer Tracy[image: External link] and Katharine Hepburn[image: External link], Fred Astaire and Ginger Rogers[image: External link], and Myrna Loy[image: External link] and William Powell[image: External link].[14] The film marked the third collaboration between Gosling and Stone, following Crazy, Stupid, Love (2011) and Gangster Squad (2013).[24] Chazelle asked the two about their audition disasters when they were both trying to make it.[20] Both learned how to sing and dance for the film's six original tunes.[9]

The rest of the cast – J. K. Simmons[image: External link], Sonoya Mizuno[image: External link], Jessica Rothe, Callie Hernandez[image: External link], Finn Wittrock[image: External link], Rosemarie DeWitt[image: External link], John Legend[image: External link], Jason Fuchs[image: External link], Meagen Fay[image: External link] – were announced between July and August 2015.[25][26][27][28][29][30] Legend plays Keith, a long-time friend of Sebastian.[15]

The film was choreographed by Mandy Moore[image: External link]. Rehearsals took place at a production office in Atwater Village[image: External link] over the span of three to four months, beginning in May 2015. Gosling practiced piano in one room, Stone worked with Moore in another, and costume designer Mary Zophres[image: External link] had her own corner of the complex.[15][9] Gosling, with no previous experience, had to learn how to play the piano, as no hand models were used.[31] Moore emphasised working on emotion rather than technique, which Stone said was key when they filmed the Prius car scene.[15] To help his cast and crew get their creative mode flowing, Chazelle held screenings on the soundstages every Friday night of classical films that had inspired him for the film, including The Umbrellas of Cherbourg, Singin' in the Rain, Top Hat[image: External link], and Boogie Nights[image: External link].[9]
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From the beginning, Chazelle wanted the film's musical numbers to be filmed "head to toe" and performed in a single take, like those of the 1930s works of Ginger Rogers[image: External link] and Fred Astaire.[22] He also wanted the film to emulate the widescreen, CinemaScope[image: External link] look of 1950s musicals such as It's Always Fair Weather[image: External link]. Consequently, the movie was shot on celluloid film (not digitally) with Panavision equipment in a widescreen format, but not true CinemaScope as that technology is no longer available.[32][33][34][35]

Chazelle wanted Los Angeles to be the primary setting for his film, commenting that "there is something very poetic about the city I think, about a city that is built by people with these unrealistic dreams and people who kind of just put it all on the line for that."[6] Principal photography[image: External link] on the film officially began in the city on August 10, 2015,[36] and filming took place in more than 60 L.A. locations, including the Angels Flight[image: External link] trolley in downtown, houses in the Hollywood Hills[image: External link], the Colorado Street Bridge[image: External link], the Rialto Theatre[image: External link] in South Pasadena[image: External link], the Warner Bros.[image: External link] studio lot, the Grand Central Market[image: External link], Hermosa Beach[image: External link]'s Lighthouse Cafe, Chateau Marmont[image: External link] Hotel, and the Watts Towers[image: External link], with many scenes shot in one take. It took 40 days to complete shooting, finishing in mid-September 2015.[9][37][38]

The opening pre-credits sequence[image: External link] was the first to be shot,[9] and was filmed on a closed-off portion of the carpool ramp of the Los Angeles highway, connecting the 105[image: External link] freeway to the 110[image: External link], leading to Downtown Los Angeles. It was filmed in a span of two days, and required over 100 dancers.[8][39] For this particular scene, Chazelle wanted to give a sense of how vast the city is.[11] The scene was originally planned for a stretch of ground-level highway, until Chazelle decided to shoot it in the 105–110 interchange, which arcs 100 feet (30 m) in the air. Production designer David Wasco said, "I thought somebody was going to fall off and get killed." Not every portion of the highway was blocked.[9] Chazelle compared the scene to the yellow brick road[image: External link] leading to the Emerald City[image: External link] in The Wizard of Oz[image: External link] (1939).[9]

Chazelle scouted for "old L.A." locations that were in ruins, or were perhaps razed. One such example was the use of the Angels Flight trolley, built in 1901. The funicular[image: External link] had been closed in 2013 after a derailment. Attempts were made to repair and re-open the railway, but to no avail. However, the production team was able to secure permission to use it for a day. Chazelle and his crew then arranged to have it run for shooting.[11] Mia works at a coffee shop on the Warner Bros. studio lot; Chazelle considered studio lots to be "monuments" of Hollywood. Production designer Wasco created numerous fake old film posters[image: External link]. Chazelle occasionally created names for them, deciding to use the title of his first feature, Guy and Madeline on a Park Bench[image: External link] (2009) for one poster, which reimagines it as a 1930s musical.[11]

The six-minute-long Prius car scene had to be completed during the brief "magic hour[image: External link]" moment at sunset. It took eight takes and two days to shoot it.[15] When Gosling and Stone finally nailed it, "everybody just exploded," Stone said.[22] Since Gosling and Stone were not Broadway performers, the two made a number of mistakes, especially during long uninterrupted single-take musical numbers. However, Chazelle was very sympathetic towards them, understanding their lack of experience and not minding their errors.[17] While shooting Sebastian and Mia's first dance together, Stone stumbled over the back of a bench, but picked right up and kept on going with the scene.[17]

The fight scene during the romantic dinner that Gosling's character Sebastian prepared for Mia (Emma Stone) was one of the scenes that was re-written more than any other. Gosling and Stone also helped create the dialogue of the scene to get it to be one of the more realistic scenes in a film filled with fantasy and fantastical elements.[40]

Chazelle spent nearly a year editing the film with editor Tom Cross[image: External link], as the two were primarily concerned with getting the tone just right.[9]
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Main article: La La Land (soundtrack)


The songs and score[image: External link] for La La Land were composed and orchestrated by Justin Hurwitz[image: External link], Chazelle's Harvard University[image: External link] classmate, who also worked on his two prior films.[15] The lyrics were written by Pasek and Paul[image: External link],[22] except for "Start a Fire", which was written by John Stephens[image: External link], Hurwitz, Marius De Vries[image: External link] and Angelique Cinelu.[41]

A soundtrack album was released on December 9, 2016, by Interscope Records[image: External link], featuring selections from Hurwitz's score and songs performed by the cast.[41]


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Release




La La Land had its world premiere as the Venice Film Festival[image: External link]'s opening night film on August 31, 2016.[42][43] The film also screened at the Telluride Film Festival[image: External link],[44] the Toronto International Film Festival[image: External link], beginning September 12, 2016,[45] the BFI London Film Festival[image: External link],[46] the Middleburg Film Festival in late October 2016, the Virginia Film Festival[image: External link], held at the University of Virginia on November 6, 2016, and the AFI Fest[image: External link] on November 15, 2016.[47]

The film was initially set for a July 15, 2016, release;[48] however, in March 2016, it was announced the film would be given a limited release[image: External link] starting December 2, 2016, before expanding on December 16.[49] Chazelle stated that the change was because he felt that the release date was not right for the context of the film, and because he wanted to have a slow rollout beginning with the early fall film festivals.[14] The film was later pushed back a week to December 9, with the wide release[image: External link] still being planned for December 16.[50] Lionsgate opened the film in five locations on December 9, and expanded it to about 200 theaters on December 16, before going nationwide on December 25. The film went fully wide on January 6, 2017,[38] with a release into select IMAX[image: External link] theaters a week later.[51]

La La Land was released in the United Kingdom on January 12, 2017.[52] The film was released in the Netherlands on December 22, 2016, and in Australia on December 26, with the rest of the territories planned for a release from mid-January 2017.[53]
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La La Land grossed $151.1 million in the United States and Canada and $292.2 million in other territories for a worldwide total of $443.9 million, against a production budget of $30 million.[a] Deadline.com[image: External link] calculated the net profit of the film to be $68.25 million, when factoring together all expenses and revenues for the film, making it one of the top 20 most profitable releases of 2016.[54]

La La Land began its theatrical release with a limited release in five theaters in Los Angeles and New York City on December 9. It made $881,107 in its opening weekend, giving the film a per-theater average of $176,221, the best average of the year.[55][56][57] In its second week of limited release, the film expanded to 200 theaters and grossed $4.1 million, finishing 7th at the box office. It was an increase of 366% from the previous week and good for a per-theater of $20,510.[58] The following week, the film had its wide expansion to 734 theaters, grossing $5.8 million for the weekend (including $4 million on Christmas Day and $9.2 million over the four days), and finishing 8th at the box office.[59] On January 6, 2017, the weekend of the Golden Globes[image: External link], the film expanded to 1,515 theaters and grossed $10 million over the weekend, finishing 5th at the box office.[60] In its 6th week of release, the film grossed $14.5 million (a total of $16.9 million over the four-day MLK weekend[image: External link]), finishing 2nd at the box office behind Hidden Figures[image: External link].[61] After receiving its 14 Oscar nominations, the film expanded to 3,136 theaters on January 27, 2017 (an increase of 1,271 from the week before) and grossed $12.1 million (up 43% from its previous week's $8.4 million).[62] During the weekend of February 24–26 (the weekend of the Academy Awards) the film grossed $4.6 million, exactly the same amount it grossed the previous weekend.[63] The next week, following its six Oscar wins, the film grossed $3 million.[64]
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 Critical response




La La Land was met with critical acclaim upon its release, with critics praising its screenplay, direction, performances, musical score and musical numbers.[65][66][67][68] The review aggregation website[image: External link] Rotten Tomatoes[image: External link] gives the film an approval rating of 93% based on 343 reviews, with an average rating[image: External link] of 8.6/10. The site's critical consensus reads, "La La Land breathes new life into a bygone genre with thrillingly assured direction, powerful performances, and an irresistible excess of heart."[b] On Metacritic, which assigns a normalized rating based on reviews, the film has a score of 93 out of 100, based on 53 critics, indicating "universal acclaim".[c] It was the fourth- and sixth-highest scoring film released in 2016 on each respective site.[69] [70]

Peter Travers of Rolling Stone gave La La Land four stars out of four, describing it as "a hot miracle" and complimenting its musical numbers, particularly the opening scene. He went on to name it his favorite movie of the year.[71] Michael Phillips[image: External link] of the Chicago Tribune[image: External link] similarly lauded the opening sequence, in addition to highlighting Stone's performance, stating "she's reason enough to see La La Land." Despite being less enthusiastic about Gosling's dancing and the film's middle section, Phillips nevertheless gave the film four out of four stars, declaring it "the year's most seriously pleasurable entertainment".[72]

A. O. Scott[image: External link] of the New York Times praised the film, stating that it "succeeds both as a fizzy fantasy and a hard-headed fable, a romantic comedy and a showbiz melodrama, a work of sublime artifice and touching authenticity".[73] Peter Bradshaw[image: External link] of The Guardian awarded the film five out of five stars, describing it as "a sun-drenched musical masterpiece."[74] Tom Charity of Sight & Sound[image: External link] stated, "Chazelle has crafted that rare thing, a genuinely romantic comedy, and as well, a rhapsody in blue, red, yellow and green."[75] Diana Dabrowska of Cinema Scope wrote, "La La Land may look like the world that we dream about, but it also understands the cruelty that can come out of (or undermine) those dreams; it's shot in CinemaScope[image: External link], and yet it's still an intimate masterpiece."[76]

Writing for The Boston Globe in December 2016, Ty Burr summarized the effectiveness of the film to relate to audiences stating: "...the movie traffics in the bittersweet happiness of treasuring things that are vanishing, like the unrealized future imagined in the climatic dance number, or those inky, star-filled dance floors that go on forever in old movies, or Hollywood musicals themselves. Or jazz: Sebastian has an early moment at a nightclub where he passionately sticks up for the music he loves. “It's dying on the vine,” he says. “And the world says ‘Let it die. It had its time.’ Well, not on my watch.” In that scene, he speaks for the director. By the end of “La La Land,” he’s speaking for all of us."[77]

The film has been criticized for its treatment of race and jazz. Kelly Lawler of USA Today noted that Gosling's character has been referred to as a "white savior[image: External link]" by some critics, due to "his quest (and eventual success) to save the traditionally black musical genre from extinction, seemingly the only person who can accomplish such a goal."[78] The sentiment was also expressed by Ruby Lott-Lavigna of Wired[image: External link],[79] Anna Silman of New York[80] and Ira Madison III of MTV News[image: External link].[81] Rex Reed[image: External link] of the New York Observer[image: External link] also takes aim at the film's intention to emulate the MGM musical classics, noting that "the old-fashioned screenplay, by the ambitious writer-director Damien Chazelle, reeks of mothballs", and that "the movie sags badly in the middle, like a worn-out mattress that needs new springs".[82]


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Accolades




Main article: List of accolades received by La La Land (film)[image: External link]


At the 89th Academy Awards[image: External link], La La Land received a leading six awards, including Best Director[image: External link], Best Actress[image: External link] (for Stone), Best Cinematography[image: External link], Best Original Score[image: External link], Best Original Song[image: External link] ("City of Stars") and Best Production Design[image: External link].[83] The film received a total of 14 nominations, tying records for most nominations by a single film with All About Eve[image: External link] (1950) and Titanic[image: External link] (1997). Its other nominations included Best Picture[image: External link], Best Actor[image: External link] (for Gosling), Best Original Screenplay[image: External link], Best Film Editing[image: External link], Best Costume Design[image: External link], a second nomination for Best Original Song[image: External link] (" Audition[image: External link]"), Best Sound Editing[image: External link] and Best Sound Mixing[image: External link].[84] During the ceremony, Faye Dunaway[image: External link] announced that La La Land had won Best Picture, reading it from the incorrect card Warren Beatty held, which was actually for the Best Actress award that Stone had just won. It took the show's crew more than two minutes and nearly three whole speeches to rectify the mistake; the actual winner was Moonlight.[85][86]

At the 74th Golden Globe Awards[image: External link], La La Land received a leading seven nominations.[87] The film won in all seven categories for which it was nominated, setting a record for most Golden Globes won by a single film, namely Best Motion Picture – Musical or Comedy[image: External link], Best Director[image: External link], Best Actor – Comedy or Musical for Gosling, Best Actress – Comedy or Musical[image: External link] for Stone, Best Screenplay[image: External link], Best Original Score[image: External link] and Best Original Song[image: External link] ("City of Stars").[88]

La La Land received eleven nominations at the 70th British Academy Film Awards[image: External link], more than any other film of 2016.[89] The film won in the categories of Best Film[image: External link], Best Director[image: External link], Best Actress in a Leading Role[image: External link] for Stone, Best Cinematography[image: External link] and Best Film Music[image: External link].[90]
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 Home media




On March 12, 2017, Lionsgate announced the release date of La La Land on Digital HD on April 11, 2017 and Blu-ray, Ultra HD Blu-Ray, and DVD on April 25, 2017.[91]
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Golden Globe Award for Best Actor – Motion Picture Musical or Comedy






The Golden Globe Award[image: External link] for Best Actor in a Motion Picture – Musical or Comedy was first awarded by the Hollywood Foreign Press Association[image: External link] as a separate category in 1951[image: External link]. Previously, there was a single award for "Best Actor in a Motion Picture" but the splitting allowed for recognition of it and the Best Actor – Drama.

The formal title has varied since its inception. In 2006, it was officially called: "Best Performance by an Actor in a Motion Picture – Musical or Comedy". As of 2013, the wording is "Best Actor in a Motion Picture – Musical or Comedy".

Notes:


	"†" indicates an Academy Award-winning performance.

	"‡" indicates an Academy Award-nominated performance that same year.

	"$" indicates an Academy Award-nominated actor for a different role that year.
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 1950s






	Year
	Actor
	Character
	Film



	1950[image: External link][1][2]
	Fred Astaire
	Bert Kalmar
	Three Little Words[image: External link]



	1951[image: External link][3][4]
	Danny Kaye
	Jack Martin / Henri Duran
	On the Riviera[image: External link]



	Gene Kelly[image: External link]
	Jerry Mulligan
	An American in Paris[image: External link]



	1952[image: External link][5][6]
	Donald O'Connor
	Cosmo Brown
	Singin' in the Rain[image: External link]



	1953[image: External link][7][8]
	David Niven
	David Slater
	The Moon Is Blue[image: External link]



	1954[image: External link][9][10]
	James Mason ‡
	Norman Maine
	A Star Is Born[image: External link]



	1955[image: External link][11][12]
	Tom Ewell
	Richard Sherman
	The Seven Year Itch[image: External link]



	1956[image: External link]
	Cantinflas
	Passepartout
	Around the World in Eighty Days[image: External link]



	Marlon Brando
	Sakini
	The Teahouse of the August Moon[image: External link]



	Yul Brynner[image: External link] †
	King Mongkut of Siam
	The King and I[image: External link]



	Glenn Ford
	Captain Fisby
	The Teahouse of the August Moon[image: External link]



	Danny Kaye
	Hubert Hawkins
	The Court Jester[image: External link]



	1957[image: External link]
	Frank Sinatra
	Joey Evans
	Pal Joey[image: External link]



	Maurice Chevalier[image: External link]
	Claude Chavasse
	Love in the Afternoon[image: External link]



	Glenn Ford
	Lt. J. G. Max Siegel
	Don't Go Near the Water[image: External link]



	David Niven
	Godfrey Smith
	My Man Godfrey[image: External link]



	Tony Randall[image: External link]
	Rockwell P. Hunter
	Will Success Spoil Rock Hunter?[image: External link]



	1958[image: External link]
	Danny Kaye
	S. L. Jacobowsky
	Me and the Colonel[image: External link]



	Maurice Chevalier[image: External link]
	Honoré Lachaille
	Gigi[image: External link]



	Clark Gable[image: External link]
	James Gannon
	Teacher's Pet[image: External link]



	Cary Grant[image: External link]
	Philip Adams
	Indiscreet[image: External link]



	Louis Jourdan[image: External link]
	Gaston Lachaille
	Gigi[image: External link]



	1959[image: External link]
	Jack Lemmon ‡
	Jerry ("Daphne")
	Some Like It Hot[image: External link]



	Clark Gable[image: External link]
	Russell Ward
	But Not for Me[image: External link]



	Cary Grant[image: External link]
	Lt. Cmdr. Matt T. Sherman
	Operation Petticoat[image: External link]



	Dean Martin[image: External link]
	Michael Haney
	Who Was That Lady?[image: External link]



	Sidney Poitier[image: External link]
	Porgy
	Porgy and Bess[image: External link]
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 1960s






	Year
	Actor
	Character
	Film



	1960[image: External link]
	Jack Lemmon ‡
	C. C. Baxter
	The Apartment[image: External link]



	Dirk Bogarde[image: External link]
	Franz Liszt
	Song Without End[image: External link]



	Cantinflas
	Pepe
	Pepe[image: External link]



	Cary Grant[image: External link]
	Victor, Earl of Rhyall
	The Grass Is Greener[image: External link]



	Bob Hope[image: External link]
	Larry Gilbert
	The Facts of Life[image: External link]



	1961[image: External link]
	Glenn Ford
	Dave, the Dude
	Pocketful of Miracles[image: External link]



	Fred Astaire
	Pogo Poole
	The Pleasure of His Company[image: External link]



	Richard Beymer[image: External link]
	Tony
	West Side Story[image: External link]



	Bob Hope[image: External link]
	Adam Niles
	Bachelor in Paradise[image: External link]



	Fred MacMurray[image: External link]
	Ned Brainard
	The Absent-Minded Professor[image: External link]



	1962[image: External link]
	Marcello Mastroianni ‡
	Ferdinando Cefalù
	Divorce, Italian Style[image: External link]



	Stephen Boyd[image: External link]
	Sam Rawlins
	Billy Rose's Jumbo[image: External link]



	Jimmy Durante[image: External link]
	Anthony Wonder / Pop
	Billy Rose's Jumbo[image: External link]



	Cary Grant[image: External link]
	Philip Shayne
	That Touch of Mink[image: External link]



	Charlton Heston[image: External link]
	Captain Paul MacDougall /

Benny the Snatch / Narrator
	The Pigeon That Took Rome[image: External link]



	Karl Malden[image: External link]
	Herbie Sommers
	Gypsy[image: External link]



	Robert Preston[image: External link]
	Harold Hill
	The Music Man[image: External link]



	James Stewart
	Roger Hobbs
	Mr. Hobbs Takes a Vacation[image: External link]



	1963[image: External link]
	Alberto Sordi
	Amedeo Ferretti
	The Devil[image: External link]



	Albert Finney ‡
	Tom Jones
	Tom Jones[image: External link]



	James Garner[image: External link]
	Henry Tyroon
	The Wheeler Dealers[image: External link]



	Cary Grant[image: External link]
	Brian Cruikshank
	Charade[image: External link]



	Jack Lemmon
	Nestor Paptu / Lord X
	Irma la Douce[image: External link]



	Jack Lemmon
	Mr. Hogan
	Under the Yum Yum Tree[image: External link]



	Frank Sinatra
	Alan Barker
	Come Blow Your Horn[image: External link]



	Jonathan Winters[image: External link]
	Lennie Pike
	It's a Mad, Mad, Mad, Mad World[image: External link]



	1964[image: External link]
	Rex Harrison †
	Henry Higgins
	My Fair Lady[image: External link]



	Marcello Mastroianni
	Domenico Soriano
	Marriage Italian-Style[image: External link]



	Peter Sellers $

(nominated for Academy Award for Best Actor for Dr. Strangelove[image: External link])
	Inspector Jacques Clouseau[image: External link]
	The Pink Panther[image: External link]



	Peter Ustinov[image: External link] †

won Academy Award for Best Supporting Actor
	Arthur Simpson
	Topkapi[image: External link]



	Dick Van Dyke[image: External link]
	Bert / Mr. Dawes, Sr.
	Mary Poppins[image: External link]



	1965[image: External link]
	Lee Marvin †
	Kid Shelleen / Tim Strawn
	Cat Ballou[image: External link]



	Jack Lemmon
	Professor Fate / Prince Hapnick
	The Great Race[image: External link]



	Jerry Lewis[image: External link]
	Robert Reed
	Boeing Boeing[image: External link]



	Jason Robards[image: External link]
	Murray Burns
	A Thousand Clowns[image: External link]



	Alberto Sordi
	Count Emilio Ponticelli
	Those Magnificent Men in their Flying Machines[image: External link]



	1966[image: External link]
	Alan Arkin[image: External link] ‡
	Lt. Yuri Rozanov
	The Russians Are Coming, the Russians Are Coming[image: External link]



	Alan Bates[image: External link]
	Jos Jones
	Georgy Girl[image: External link]



	Michael Caine
	Harry Dean
	Gambit[image: External link]



	Lionel Jeffries[image: External link]
	Stanley Farquhar
	The Spy with a Cold Nose[image: External link]



	Walter Matthau †

won Academy Award for Best Supporting Actor
	Willie Gingrich
	The Fortune Cookie[image: External link]



	1967[image: External link]
	Richard Harris
	King Arthur[image: External link]
	Camelot[image: External link]



	Richard Burton[image: External link]
	Petruchio
	The Taming of the Shrew[image: External link]



	Rex Harrison
	Doctor John Dolittle[image: External link]
	Doctor Dolittle[image: External link]



	Dustin Hoffman ‡
	Benjamin Braddock
	The Graduate[image: External link]



	Ugo Tognazzi[image: External link]
	Sergio Masini
	L'immorale[image: External link]



	1968[image: External link]
	Ron Moody ‡
	Fagin[image: External link]
	Oliver![image: External link]



	Fred Astaire
	Finian McLonergan
	Finian's Rainbow[image: External link]



	Jack Lemmon
	Felix Ungar
	The Odd Couple[image: External link]



	Walter Matthau
	Oscar Madison
	The Odd Couple[image: External link]



	Zero Mostel[image: External link]
	Max Bialystock[image: External link]
	The Producers[image: External link]



	1969[image: External link]
	Peter O'Toole ‡
	Arthur Chipping
	Goodbye, Mr. Chips[image: External link]



	Dustin Hoffman
	John
	John and Mary[image: External link]



	Lee Marvin
	Ben Rumson
	Paint Your Wagon[image: External link]



	Steve McQueen
	Boon Hogganbeck
	The Reivers[image: External link]



	Anthony Quinn[image: External link]
	Italo Bombolini
	The Secret of Santa Vittoria[image: External link]
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 1970s






	Year
	Actor
	Character
	Film



	1970[image: External link]
	Albert Finney
	Ebenezer Scrooge[image: External link]
	Scrooge[image: External link]



	Richard Benjamin[image: External link]
	Jonathan Balser
	Diary of a Mad Housewife[image: External link]



	Elliott Gould[image: External link]
	Captain John "Trapper" McIntyre[image: External link]
	M*A*S*H[image: External link]



	Jack Lemmon
	George Kellerman
	The Out-of-Towners[image: External link]



	Donald Sutherland[image: External link]
	Captain Benjamin "Hawkeye" Pierce[image: External link]
	M*A*S*H[image: External link]



	1971[image: External link]
	Topol[image: External link] ‡
	Tevye[image: External link]
	Fiddler on the Roof[image: External link]



	Bud Cort[image: External link]
	Harold Chasen
	Harold and Maude[image: External link]



	Dean Jones[image: External link]
	Professor Dooley
	The Million Dollar Duck[image: External link]



	Walter Matthau ‡
	Joseph P. Kotcher
	Kotch[image: External link]



	Gene Wilder[image: External link]
	Willy Wonka[image: External link]
	Willy Wonka & the Chocolate Factory[image: External link]



	1972[image: External link]
	Jack Lemmon
	Wendell Armbruster
	Avanti![image: External link]



	Edward Albert[image: External link]
	Don Baker
	Butterflies Are Free[image: External link]



	Charles Grodin[image: External link]
	Lenny Cantrow
	The Heartbreak Kid[image: External link]



	Walter Matthau
	Pete
	Pete 'n' Tillie[image: External link]



	Peter O'Toole $

(nominated for Academy Award for Best Actor for The Ruling Class[image: External link])
	Don Quixote de la Mancha / Miguel de Cervantes[image: External link]
	Man of La Mancha[image: External link]



	1973[image: External link]
	George Segal
	Steve Blackburn
	A Touch of Class[image: External link]



	Carl Anderson[image: External link]
	Judas Iscariot[image: External link]
	Jesus Christ Superstar[image: External link]



	Richard Dreyfuss
	Curt Henderson
	American Graffiti[image: External link]



	Ted Neeley[image: External link]
	Jesus Christ[image: External link]
	Jesus Christ Superstar[image: External link]



	Ryan O'Neal[image: External link]
	Moses Pray
	Paper Moon[image: External link]



	1974[image: External link]
	Art Carney †
	Harry Coombes
	Harry and Tonto[image: External link]



	James Earl Jones[image: External link]
	Rupert Marshall
	Claudine[image: External link]



	Jack Lemmon
	Hildy Johnson
	The Front Page[image: External link]



	Walter Matthau
	Walter Burns
	The Front Page[image: External link]



	Burt Reynolds[image: External link]
	Paul "Wrecking" Crewe
	The Longest Yard[image: External link]



	1975[image: External link]
	George Burns †

won Academy Award for Best Supporting Actor
	Al Lewis
	The Sunshine Boys[image: External link]



	Walter Matthau ‡
	Willy Clark
	The Sunshine Boys[image: External link]



	Warren Beatty
	George Roundy
	Shampoo[image: External link]



	James Caan[image: External link]
	Billy Rose[image: External link]
	Funny Lady[image: External link]



	Peter Sellers
	Inspector Jacques Clouseau[image: External link]
	The Return of the Pink Panther[image: External link]



	1976[image: External link]
	Kris Kristofferson
	John Howard
	A Star Is Born[image: External link]



	Mel Brooks[image: External link]
	Mel Funn
	Silent Movie[image: External link]



	Peter Sellers
	Inspector Jacques Clouseau[image: External link]
	The Pink Panther Strikes Again[image: External link]



	Jack Weston[image: External link]
	Gaetano Proclo
	The Ritz[image: External link]



	Gene Wilder[image: External link]
	George Caldwell
	Silver Streak[image: External link]



	1977[image: External link]
	Richard Dreyfuss †
	Elliott Garfield
	The Goodbye Girl[image: External link]



	Woody Allen[image: External link] ‡
	Alvy Singer
	Annie Hall[image: External link]



	Mel Brooks[image: External link]
	Dr. Richard H. Thorndyke
	High Anxiety[image: External link]



	Robert De Niro[image: External link]
	Jimmy Doyle
	New York, New York[image: External link]



	John Travolta ‡
	Tony Manero
	Saturday Night Fever[image: External link]



	1978[image: External link]
	Warren Beatty ‡
	Joe Pendleton
	Heaven Can Wait[image: External link]



	Alan Alda[image: External link]
	George
	Same Time, Next Year[image: External link]



	Gary Busey[image: External link] ‡
	Buddy Holly[image: External link]
	The Buddy Holly Story[image: External link]



	Chevy Chase[image: External link]
	Detective Tony Carlson
	Foul Play[image: External link]



	George C. Scott[image: External link]
	Gloves Malloy / Spats Baxter
	Movie Movie[image: External link]



	John Travolta
	Danny Zuko
	Grease[image: External link]



	1979[image: External link]
	Peter Sellers ‡
	Chance
	Being There[image: External link]



	George Hamilton[image: External link]
	Count Dracula[image: External link]
	Love at First Bite[image: External link]



	Dudley Moore
	George Webber
	10[image: External link]



	Burt Reynolds[image: External link]
	Phil Potter
	Starting Over[image: External link]



	Roy Scheider[image: External link] ‡
	Joe Gideon
	All That Jazz[image: External link]
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 1980s






	Year
	Actor
	Character
	Film



	1980[image: External link]
	Ray Sharkey
	Vinnie Vacarri
	The Idolmaker[image: External link]



	Neil Diamond[image: External link]
	Yussel Rabinovitch
	The Jazz Singer[image: External link]



	Tommy Lee Jones[image: External link]
	Doolittle Mooney Lynn
	Coal Miner's Daughter[image: External link]



	Paul Le Mat[image: External link]
	Melvin Dummar
	Melvin and Howard[image: External link]



	Walter Matthau
	Miles Kendig
	Hopscotch[image: External link]



	1981[image: External link]
	Dudley Moore ‡
	Arthur Bach
	Arthur[image: External link]



	Alan Alda[image: External link]
	Jack Burroughs
	The Four Seasons[image: External link]



	George Hamilton[image: External link]
	Don Diego Vega / Zorro / Wigglesworth / Ramon Vega
	Zorro, The Gay Blade[image: External link]



	Steve Martin[image: External link]
	Arthur Parker
	Pennies from Heaven[image: External link]



	Walter Matthau
	Dan Snow
	First Monday in October[image: External link]



	1982[image: External link]
	Dustin Hoffman ‡
	Michael Dorsey ("Dorothy Michaels")
	Tootsie[image: External link]



	Peter O'Toole ‡
	Alan Swann
	My Favorite Year[image: External link]



	Al Pacino[image: External link]
	Ivan Travalian
	Author! Author![image: External link]



	Robert Preston[image: External link] ‡

(nominated for Academy Award for Best Supporting Actor)
	Caroll "Toddy" Todd
	Victor Victoria[image: External link]



	Henry Winkler[image: External link]
	Chuck
	Night Shift[image: External link]



	1983[image: External link]
	Michael Caine ‡
	Frank Bryant
	Educating Rita[image: External link]



	Woody Allen[image: External link]
	Leonard Zelig
	Zelig[image: External link]



	Tom Cruise
	Joel Goodson
	Risky Business[image: External link]



	Eddie Murphy[image: External link]
	Billy Ray Valentine
	Trading Places[image: External link]



	Mandy Patinkin[image: External link]
	Avigdor
	Yentl[image: External link]



	1984[image: External link]
	Dudley Moore
	Rob Salinger
	Micki + Maude[image: External link]



	Steve Martin[image: External link]
	Roger Cobb
	All of Me[image: External link]



	Eddie Murphy[image: External link]
	Axel Foley
	Beverly Hills Cop[image: External link]



	Bill Murray
	Peter Venkman[image: External link]
	Ghostbusters[image: External link]



	Robin Williams
	Vladimir Ivanoff
	Moscow on the Hudson[image: External link]



	1985[image: External link]
	Jack Nicholson ‡
	Charley Partanna
	Prizzi's Honor[image: External link]



	Jeff Daniels[image: External link]
	Tom Baxter / Gil Sheperd
	The Purple Rose of Cairo[image: External link]



	Griffin Dunne[image: External link]
	Paul Hackett
	After Hours[image: External link]



	Michael J. Fox[image: External link]
	Marty McFly[image: External link]
	Back to the Future[image: External link]



	James Garner[image: External link] ‡
	Murphy Jones
	Murphy's Romance[image: External link]



	1986[image: External link]
	Paul Hogan
	Crocodile Dundee
	"Crocodile" Dundee[image: External link]



	Matthew Broderick[image: External link]
	Ferris Bueller
	Ferris Bueller's Day Off[image: External link]



	Jeff Daniels[image: External link]
	Charles Driggs
	Something Wild[image: External link]



	Danny DeVito[image: External link]
	Sam Stone
	Ruthless People[image: External link]



	Jack Lemmon
	Harvey Fairchild
	That's Life![image: External link]



	1987[image: External link]
	Robin Williams ‡
	Adrian Cronauer
	Good Morning, Vietnam[image: External link]



	Nicolas Cage[image: External link]
	Ronny Cammareri
	Moonstruck[image: External link]



	Danny DeVito[image: External link]
	Owen Lift
	Throw Momma from the Train[image: External link]



	William Hurt[image: External link] ‡
	Tom Grunick
	Broadcast News[image: External link]



	Steve Martin[image: External link]
	C. D. Bales
	Roxanne[image: External link]



	Patrick Swayze[image: External link]
	Johnny Castle
	Dirty Dancing[image: External link]



	1988[image: External link]
	Tom Hanks ‡
	Josh Baskin
	Big[image: External link]



	Michael Caine
	Lawrence Jamieson
	Dirty Rotten Scoundrels[image: External link]



	John Cleese[image: External link]
	Archie Leach
	A Fish Called Wanda[image: External link]



	Robert De Niro[image: External link]
	Jack Walsh
	Midnight Run[image: External link]



	Bob Hoskins[image: External link]
	Eddie Valliant
	Who Framed Roger Rabbit[image: External link]



	1989[image: External link]
	Morgan Freeman ‡
	Hoke Colburn
	Driving Miss Daisy[image: External link]



	Billy Crystal[image: External link]
	Harry Burns
	When Harry Met Sally...[image: External link]



	Michael Douglas
	Oliver Rose
	The War of the Roses[image: External link]



	Steve Martin[image: External link]
	Gil Buckman
	Parenthood[image: External link]



	Jack Nicholson
	The Joker[image: External link]
	Batman[image: External link]
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 1990s






	Year
	Actor
	Character
	Film



	1990[image: External link]
	Gérard Depardieu
	Georges Fauré
	Green Card[image: External link]



	Macaulay Culkin
	Kevin McCallister
	Home Alone[image: External link]



	Johnny Depp
	Edward Scissorhands
	Edward Scissorhands[image: External link]



	Richard Gere
	Edward Lewis
	Pretty Woman[image: External link]



	Patrick Swayze[image: External link]
	Sam Wheat
	Ghost[image: External link]



	1991[image: External link]
	Robin Williams ‡
	Henry "Parry" Sagan
	The Fisher King[image: External link]



	Jeff Bridges
	Jack Lucas
	The Fisher King[image: External link]



	Billy Crystal[image: External link]
	Mitch Robbins
	City Slickers[image: External link]



	Dustin Hoffman
	Captain Hook[image: External link]
	Hook[image: External link]



	Kevin Kline[image: External link]
	Jeffrey Anderson / Rod Randall
	Soapdish[image: External link]



	1992[image: External link]
	Tim Robbins
	Griffin Mill
	The Player[image: External link]



	Nicolas Cage[image: External link]
	Jack Singer
	Honeymoon in Vegas[image: External link]



	Billy Crystal[image: External link]
	Buddy Young Jr.
	Mr. Saturday Night[image: External link]



	Marcello Mastroianni
	Joe Meledandri
	Used People[image: External link]



	Tim Robbins
	Bob Roberts
	Bob Roberts[image: External link]



	1993[image: External link]
	Robin Williams
	Daniel Hillard ("Euphegenia Doubtfire")
	Mrs. Doubtfire[image: External link]



	Johnny Depp
	Sam
	Benny & Joon[image: External link]



	Tom Hanks
	Sam Baldwin
	Sleepless in Seattle[image: External link]



	Kevin Kline[image: External link]
	Dave Kovic / Bill Mitchell
	Dave[image: External link]



	Colm Meaney[image: External link]
	Dessie Curley
	The Snapper[image: External link]



	1994[image: External link]
	Hugh Grant
	Charles
	Four Weddings and a Funeral[image: External link]



	Jim Carrey
	Stanley Ipkiss / The Mask[image: External link]
	The Mask[image: External link]



	Johnny Depp
	Ed Wood[image: External link]
	Ed Wood[image: External link]



	Arnold Schwarzenegger[image: External link]
	Alex Hesse
	Junior[image: External link]



	Terence Stamp
	Ralph / Bernadette Bassenger
	The Adventures of Priscilla, Queen of the Desert[image: External link]



	1995[image: External link]
	John Travolta
	Chili Palmer
	Get Shorty[image: External link]



	Michael Douglas
	Andrew Shepherd
	The American President[image: External link]



	Harrison Ford[image: External link]
	Linus Larrabee
	Sabrina[image: External link]



	Steve Martin[image: External link]
	George Banks
	Father of the Bride Part II[image: External link]



	Patrick Swayze[image: External link]
	Vida Boheme
	To Wong Foo, Thanks for Everything! Julie Newmar[image: External link]



	1996[image: External link]
	Tom Cruise ‡
	Jerry Maguire
	Jerry Maguire[image: External link]



	Antonio Banderas[image: External link]
	Ché
	Evita[image: External link]



	Kevin Costner[image: External link]
	Roy "Tin Cup" McAvoy
	Tin Cup[image: External link]



	Nathan Lane[image: External link]
	Albert Goldman
	The Birdcage[image: External link]



	Eddie Murphy[image: External link]
	Professor Sherman Klump[image: External link] / Buddy Love / Papa Klump / Mama Klump / Granny Klump / Ernie Klump / Lance Perkins
	The Nutty Professor[image: External link]



	1997[image: External link]
	Jack Nicholson †
	Melvin Udall
	As Good as It Gets[image: External link]



	Jim Carrey
	Fletcher Reed
	Liar Liar[image: External link]



	Dustin Hoffman ‡
	Stanley Motss
	Wag the Dog[image: External link]



	Samuel L. Jackson
	Ordell Robbie
	Jackie Brown[image: External link]



	Kevin Kline[image: External link]
	Howard Brackett
	In & Out[image: External link]



	1998[image: External link]
	Michael Caine
	Ray Say
	Little Voice[image: External link]



	Antonio Banderas[image: External link]
	Alejandro Murrieta / Zorro[image: External link]
	The Mask of Zorro[image: External link]



	Warren Beatty
	Senator Jay Billington Bulworth
	Bulworth[image: External link]



	John Travolta
	Governor Jack Stanton
	Primary Colors[image: External link]



	Robin Williams
	Dr. Hunter "Patch" Adams[image: External link]
	Patch Adams[image: External link]



	1999[image: External link]
	Jim Carrey
	Andy Kaufman[image: External link] / Tony Clifton[image: External link]
	Man on the Moon[image: External link]



	Robert De Niro[image: External link]
	Paul Vitti
	Analyze This[image: External link]



	Rupert Everett[image: External link]
	Lord Arthur Goring
	An Ideal Husband[image: External link]



	Hugh Grant
	William "Will" Thacker
	Notting Hill[image: External link]



	Sean Penn ‡
	Emmet Ray
	Sweet and Lowdown[image: External link]
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 2000s






	Year
	Actor
	Character
	Film



	2000[image: External link]
	George Clooney
	Ulysses Everett McGill
	O Brother, Where Art Thou?[image: External link]



	Jim Carrey
	The Grinch[image: External link]
	How the Grinch Stole Christmas[image: External link]



	John Cusack[image: External link]
	Rob Gordon
	High Fidelity[image: External link]



	Robert De Niro[image: External link]
	Jack Byrnes
	Meet the Parents[image: External link]



	Mel Gibson[image: External link]
	Nick Marshall
	What Women Want[image: External link]



	2001[image: External link]
	Gene Hackman
	Royal Tenenbaum
	The Royal Tenenbaums[image: External link]



	Hugh Jackman
	Leopold Hausmann
	Kate & Leopold[image: External link]



	Ewan McGregor
	Christian Hanson
	Moulin Rouge![image: External link]



	John Cameron Mitchell[image: External link]
	Hedwig Hiller
	Hedwig and the Angry Inch[image: External link]



	Billy Bob Thornton[image: External link]
	Terry Lee Collins
	Bandits[image: External link]



	2002[image: External link]
	Richard Gere
	Billy Flynn
	Chicago[image: External link]



	Nicolas Cage[image: External link] ‡
	Charlie Kaufman[image: External link] / Donald Kaufman
	Adaptation.[image: External link]



	Kieran Culkin
	Jason "Igby" Slocumb Jr.
	Igby Goes Down[image: External link]



	Hugh Grant
	Will Freeman
	About a Boy[image: External link]



	Adam Sandler
	Barry Egan
	Punch-Drunk Love[image: External link]



	2003[image: External link]
	Bill Murray ‡
	Bob Harris
	Lost in Translation[image: External link]



	Jack Black[image: External link]
	Dewey Finn
	School of Rock[image: External link]



	Johnny Depp ‡
	Captain Jack Sparrow[image: External link]
	Pirates of the Caribbean: The Curse of the Black Pearl[image: External link]



	Jack Nicholson
	Harry Sanborn
	Something's Gotta Give[image: External link]



	Billy Bob Thornton[image: External link]
	Willie T. Stokes
	Bad Santa[image: External link]



	2004[image: External link]
	Jamie Foxx †
	Ray Charles[image: External link]
	Ray[image: External link]



	Jim Carrey
	Joel Barish
	Eternal Sunshine of the Spotless Mind[image: External link]



	Paul Giamatti
	Miles Raymond
	Sideways[image: External link]



	Kevin Kline[image: External link]
	Cole Porter[image: External link]
	De-Lovely[image: External link]



	Kevin Spacey[image: External link]
	Bobby Darin[image: External link]
	Beyond the Sea[image: External link]



	2005[image: External link]
	Joaquin Phoenix ‡
	Johnny Cash[image: External link]
	Walk the Line[image: External link]



	Pierce Brosnan[image: External link]
	Julian Noble
	The Matador[image: External link]



	Jeff Daniels[image: External link]
	Bernard Berkman
	The Squid and the Whale[image: External link]



	Johnny Depp
	Willy Wonka[image: External link]
	Charlie and the Chocolate Factory[image: External link]



	Nathan Lane[image: External link]
	Max Bialystock[image: External link]
	The Producers[image: External link]



	Cillian Murphy[image: External link]
	Patrick "Kitten" Braden
	Breakfast on Pluto[image: External link]



	2006[image: External link]
	Sacha Baron Cohen[image: External link]
	Borat Sagdiyev[image: External link]
	Borat: Cultural Learnings of America for Make Benefit Glorious Nation of Kazakhstan[image: External link]



	Johnny Depp
	Captain Jack Sparrow[image: External link]
	Pirates of the Caribbean: Dead Man's Chest[image: External link]



	Aaron Eckhart[image: External link]
	Nick Naylor
	Thank You for Smoking[image: External link]



	Chiwetel Ejiofor[image: External link]
	Lola Carter
	Kinky Boots[image: External link]



	Will Ferrell
	Harold Crick
	Stranger than Fiction[image: External link]



	2007[image: External link]
	Johnny Depp ‡
	Benjamin Barker / Sweeney Todd[image: External link]
	Sweeney Todd: The Demon Barber of Fleet Street[image: External link]



	Ryan Gosling
	Lars Lindstrom
	Lars and the Real Girl



	Tom Hanks
	Charlie Wilson[image: External link]
	Charlie Wilson's War[image: External link]



	Philip Seymour Hoffman
	Jon Savage
	The Savages[image: External link]



	John C. Reilly[image: External link]
	Dewey Cox
	Walk Hard: The Dewey Cox Story[image: External link]



	2008[image: External link]
	Colin Farrell
	Ray
	In Bruges[image: External link]



	Javier Bardem
	Juan Antonio
	Vicky Cristina Barcelona[image: External link]



	James Franco
	Saul Silver
	Pineapple Express[image: External link]



	Brendan Gleeson[image: External link]
	Ken Daley
	In Bruges[image: External link]



	Dustin Hoffman
	Harvey Shine
	Last Chance Harvey[image: External link]



	2009[image: External link]
	Robert Downey Jr.
	Sherlock Holmes[image: External link]
	Sherlock Holmes[image: External link]



	Matt Damon
	Mark Whitacre[image: External link]
	The Informant![image: External link]



	Daniel Day-Lewis
	Guido Contini
	Nine[image: External link]



	Joseph Gordon-Levitt[image: External link]
	Tom Hansen
	(500) Days of Summer[image: External link]



	Michael Stuhlbarg
	Larry Gopnik
	A Serious Man[image: External link]
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 2010s






	Year
	Actor
	Character
	Film



	2010[image: External link]
	Paul Giamatti
	Barney Panofsky
	Barney's Version[image: External link]



	Johnny Depp
	The Mad Hatter[image: External link]
	Alice in Wonderland[image: External link]



	Frank Tupelo / Alexander Pearce
	The Tourist[image: External link]



	Jake Gyllenhaal
	Jamie Randall
	Love & Other Drugs[image: External link]



	Kevin Spacey[image: External link]
	Jack Abramoff[image: External link]
	Casino Jack[image: External link]



	2011[image: External link]
	Jean Dujardin †
	George Valentin
	The Artist[image: External link]



	Brendan Gleeson[image: External link]
	Sgt. Gerry Boyle
	The Guard[image: External link]



	Joseph Gordon-Levitt[image: External link]
	Adam Lerner
	50/50[image: External link]



	Ryan Gosling
	Jacob Palmer
	Crazy, Stupid, Love.



	Owen Wilson
	Gil Pender
	Midnight in Paris[image: External link]



	2012[image: External link]
	Hugh Jackman ‡
	Jean Valjean[image: External link]
	Les Misérables[image: External link]



	Jack Black[image: External link]
	Bernie Tiede[image: External link]
	Bernie[image: External link]



	Bradley Cooper ‡
	Patrick "Pat" Solatano Jr.
	Silver Linings Playbook



	Ewan McGregor
	Dr. Alfred Jones
	Salmon Fishing in the Yemen[image: External link]



	Bill Murray
	Franklin D. Roosevelt[image: External link]
	Hyde Park on Hudson[image: External link]



	2013[image: External link]
	Leonardo DiCaprio ‡
	Jordan Belfort[image: External link]
	The Wolf of Wall Street[image: External link]



	Christian Bale ‡
	Irving Rosenfeld[image: External link]
	American Hustle[image: External link]



	Bruce Dern[image: External link] ‡
	Woodrow "Woody" Grant
	Nebraska[image: External link]



	Oscar Isaac[image: External link]
	Llewyn Davis
	Inside Llewyn Davis[image: External link]



	Joaquin Phoenix
	Theodore Twombly
	Her[image: External link]



	2014[image: External link]
	Michael Keaton[image: External link] ‡
	Riggan Thomson
	Birdman[image: External link]



	Ralph Fiennes[image: External link]
	Monsieur Gustave H.
	The Grand Budapest Hotel[image: External link]



	Bill Murray
	Vincent MacKenna
	St. Vincent[image: External link]



	Joaquin Phoenix
	Larry "Doc" Sportello
	Inherent Vice[image: External link]



	Christoph Waltz[image: External link]
	Walter Keane[image: External link]
	Big Eyes[image: External link]



	2015[image: External link][13]
	Matt Damon ‡
	Mark Watney
	The Martian[image: External link]



	Christian Bale ‡

(nominated for Academy Award for Best Supporting Actor)
	Michael Burry[image: External link]
	The Big Short



	Steve Carell
	Mark Baum[image: External link]
	The Big Short



	Al Pacino[image: External link]
	Danny Collins
	Danny Collins[image: External link]



	Mark Ruffalo[image: External link]
	Cameron Stuart
	Infinitely Polar Bear[image: External link]



	2016[image: External link]
	Ryan Gosling ‡
	Sebastian Wilder
	La La Land



	Colin Farrell
	David Matthews
	The Lobster[image: External link]



	Hugh Grant
	St. Clair Bayfield[image: External link]
	Florence Foster Jenkins[image: External link]



	Jonah Hill[image: External link]
	Efraim Diveroli[image: External link]
	War Dogs[image: External link]



	Ryan Reynolds[image: External link]
	Wade Wilson / Deadpool[image: External link]
	Deadpool[image: External link]
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 Multiple nominations







	

	10 nominations




	Jack Lemmon




	9 nominations




	Johnny Depp




	8 nominations




	Walter Matthau




	6 nominations




	Dustin Hoffman




	5 nominations




	Jim Carrey

	Cary Grant[image: External link]

	Steve Martin[image: External link]

	Robin Williams




	4 nominations




	Michael Caine

	Robert De Niro[image: External link]

	Hugh Grant

	Danny Kaye

	Kevin Kline[image: External link]

	Bill Murray

	Jack Nicholson

	Peter O'Toole

	Peter Sellers

	John Travolta




	3 nominations




	Warren Beatty

	Nicolas Cage[image: External link]

	Billy Crystal[image: External link]

	Jeff Daniels[image: External link]

	Albert Finney

	Ryan Gosling

	Tom Hanks

	Bob Hope[image: External link]

	Marcello Mastroianni

	Dudley Moore

	Eddie Murphy[image: External link]

	Joaquin Phoenix

	Patrick Swayze[image: External link]




	

	2 nominations




	Alan Alda[image: External link]

	Woody Allen[image: External link]

	Fred Astaire

	Christian Bale

	Antonio Banderas[image: External link]

	Jack Black[image: External link]

	Mel Brooks[image: External link]

	Bing Crosby[image: External link]

	Tom Cruise

	Matt Damon

	Danny DeVito[image: External link]

	Michael Douglas

	Richard Dreyfuss

	Colin Farrell

	Clark Gable[image: External link]

	James Garner[image: External link]

	Richard Gere

	Paul Giamatti

	Brendan Gleeson[image: External link]

	Joseph Gordon-Levitt[image: External link]

	Charles Grodin[image: External link]

	George Hamilton[image: External link]

	Rex Harrison

	Charlton Heston[image: External link]

	Hugh Jackman

	Nathan Lane[image: External link]

	Harold Lloyd[image: External link]

	Lee Marvin

	James Mason

	Ewan McGregor

	David Niven

	Al Pacino[image: External link]

	Robert Preston[image: External link]

	Burt Reynolds[image: External link]

	Tim Robbins

	Alberto Sordi

	Kevin Spacey[image: External link]

	Billy Bob Thornton[image: External link]

	Gene Wilder[image: External link]
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 Multiple winners





	3 wins




	Jack Lemmon (2 consecutive)

	Robin Williams




	2 wins




	Michael Caine

	Danny Kaye

	Dudley Moore

	Jack Nicholson
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 See also





	Academy Award for Best Actor[image: External link]

	Critics' Choice Movie Award for Best Actor[image: External link]

	Independent Spirit Award for Best Male Lead

	BAFTA Award for Best Actor in a Leading Role[image: External link]

	Critics' Choice Movie Award for Best Actor in a Comedy[image: External link]

	Golden Globe Award for Best Actor – Motion Picture Drama

	Screen Actors Guild Award for Outstanding Performance by a Male Actor in a Leading Role[image: External link]
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Beverly Hills, California






"Beverly Hills" redirects here. For other uses, see Beverly Hills (disambiguation)[image: External link].

Beverly Hills is a city in Los Angeles County[image: External link], California[image: External link], United States, surrounded by the cities of Los Angeles[image: External link] and West Hollywood[image: External link]. Originally a Spanish ranch where lima beans[image: External link] were grown, Beverly Hills was incorporated in 1914 by a group of investors who had failed to find oil, but found water instead and eventually decided to develop it into a town. By 2013, its population had grown to 34,658. Sometimes referred to as "90210", one of its primary ZIP codes[image: External link], it was home to many actors and celebrities throughout the 20th century. The city includes the Rodeo Drive[image: External link] shopping district and the Beverly Hills Oil Field[image: External link].
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 History
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 Early history




Gaspar de Portolá[image: External link] arrived in the area that would later become Beverly Hills on August 3, 1769, travelling along native trails which followed the present-day route of Wilshire Boulevard[image: External link].

The area was settled by Maria Rita Quinteros de Valdez and her husband in 1828.[8] They called their 4,500 acres (18 km2) of property the Rancho Rodeo de las Aguas[image: External link].[9] in 1854, she sold the ranch to Benjamin Davis Wilson[image: External link] (1811–1878) and Henry Hancock (1822–1883).[8] By the 1880s, the ranch had been subdivided into parcels of 75 acres (0.30 km2) and was being rapidly bought up by anglos[image: External link] from Los Angeles and the East coast.[9]

Henry Hammel and Andrew H. Denker[image: External link] acquired most of it and used it for farming lima beans.[8][10] At this point, the area was known as the Hammel and Denker Ranch.[8] By 1888, Denker and Hammel were planning to build a town called Morocco on their holdings.[8][11]
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 20th century




In 1900, Burton E. Green[image: External link], Charles A. Canfield[image: External link], Max Whittier[image: External link], Frank H. Buck[image: External link], Henry E. Huntington[image: External link], William G. Kerckhoff[image: External link], William F. Herrin[image: External link], W.S. Porter, and Frank H. Balch, formed the Amalgamated Oil Company, bought the Hammel and Denker ranch, and began looking for oil.[8][12][13] They did not find enough to exploit commercially by the standards of the time, though.[13] In 1906, therefore, they reorganized as the Rodeo Land and Water Company, renamed the property "Beverly Hills," subdivided it, and began selling lots.[13][14] The development was named "Beverly Hills" after Beverly Farms[image: External link] in Beverly, Massachusetts[image: External link] and because of the hills in the area.[12][13] The first house in the subdivision was built in 1907, although sales remained slow.[15]

Beverly Hills was one of many all-white planned communities started in the Los Angeles area around this time.[16] Restrictive covenants[image: External link] prohibited non-whites from owning or renting property unless they were employed as servants by white residents.[11]:57 It was also forbidden to sell or rent property to Jews[image: External link] in Beverly Hills.[17]

Burton Green began construction on The Beverly Hills Hotel[image: External link] in 1911. The hotel was finished in 1912. The visitors drawn by the hotel were inclined to purchase land in Beverly Hills, and by 1914 the subdivision had a high enough population to incorporate as an independent city.[12] That same year, the Rodeo Land and Water Company decided to separate its water business from its real estate business. The Beverly Hills Utility Commission was split off from the land company and incorporated in September 1914, buying all of the utilities-related assets from the Rodeo Land and Water Company.[18]

In 1919, Douglas Fairbanks[image: External link] and Mary Pickford[image: External link] bought land on Summit Drive and built a mansion, finished in 1921[19] and nicknamed " Pickfair[image: External link]" by the press.[20] The glamor associated with Fairbanks and Pickford as well as other movie stars who built mansions in the city contributed to its growing appeal.[19]

By the early 1920s the population of Beverly Hills had grown enough to make the water supply a political issue.[21] In 1923 the usual solution, annexation to the city of Los Angeles, was proposed.[9]:65 There was considerable opposition to annexation among such famous residents as Pickford, Fairbanks, Will Rogers[image: External link][22] and Rudolph Valentino[image: External link].[23] The Beverly Hills Utility Commission, opposed to annexation as well, managed to force the city into a special election and the plan was defeated 337 to 507.[9]:65

In 1925, Beverly Hills approved a bond issue to buy 385 acres (1.6 km2) for a new campus for UCLA[image: External link]. The cities of Los Angeles, Santa Monica and Venice[image: External link] also issued bonds to help pay for the new campus.[24] In 1928, the Beverly Wilshire Apartment Hotel[image: External link] (now the Beverly Wilshire Hotel) opened on Wilshire Boulevard between El Camino and Rodeo drives, part of the old Beverly Hills Speedway[image: External link].[25] That same year oilman Edward L. Doheny[image: External link] finished construction of Greystone Mansion[image: External link], a 55-room mansion meant as a wedding present for his son Edward L. Doheny, Jr. The house is now owned by the city of Beverly Hills.[26]

In the early 1930s, Santa Monica Park was renamed Beverly Gardens[image: External link] and was extended to span the entire two-mile (3-kilometer) length of Santa Monica Boulevard through the city. The Electric Fountain[image: External link] marks the corner of Santa Monica Blvd. and Wilshire Blvd. with a small sculpture at the top of a Tongva[image: External link] kneeling in prayer. In April 1931, the new Italian Renaissance[image: External link]-style Beverly Hills City Hall[image: External link] was opened.[15]:9

In the early 1940s, black actors and businessmen had begun to move into Beverly Hills, despite the covenants allowing only whites to live in the city. A neighborhood improvement association attempted to enforce the covenant in court. The defendants included such luminaries as Hattie McDaniel[image: External link], Louise Beavers[image: External link], and Ethel Waters[image: External link]. Among the white residents supporting the lawsuit against blacks was silent film star Harold Lloyd[image: External link]. The NAACP[image: External link] participated in the defense, which was successful. In his decision, federal judge Thurmond Clarke[image: External link] said that it was time that "members of the Negro race are accorded, without reservations or evasions, the full rights guaranteed to them under the 14th amendment."[27] The United States Supreme Court[image: External link] declared restrictive covenants unenforceable in 1948 in Shelley v. Kraemer[image: External link]. A group of Jewish residents of Beverly Hills filed an amicus brief[image: External link] in this case.[28]

In 1956, Paul Trousdale[image: External link] (1915–1990) purchased the grounds of the Doheny Ranch and developed it into the Trousdale Estates[image: External link], convincing the city of Beverly Hills to annex it.[29][30][31][32][33][34][35] The neighborhood has been home to Elvis Presley, Frank Sinatra, Dean Martin[image: External link], Tony Curtis[image: External link], Ray Charles[image: External link], President Richard Nixon[image: External link] and, more recently, Jennifer Aniston, David Spade[image: External link], Vera Wang[image: External link], and John Rich[image: External link].[32][36][37]

In the late 1990s, the Los Angeles County Metropolitan Transportation Authority[image: External link] (LACMTA) proposed to build an extension of the Metro Red Line[image: External link] along Wilshire Boulevard and into downtown Beverly Hills, but the city opposed it.[38]
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 21st century




In 2001, LACMTA then proposed a bus rapid transit[image: External link] route down Santa Monica Blvd., but this was also opposed by the city and never built. Currently this stretch of road is served by less efficient Metro Rapid[image: External link] buses using pre-existing roadways.[38] By 2010, traffic in Beverly Hills and surrounding areas had grown bad enough that the city's habitual opposition had largely turned to support for subways within the city limits.[39] As part of the Westside Subway Extension[image: External link] project, the Purple Line[image: External link] of the LA Metro Rail[image: External link] is planned to be extended through Beverly Hills, adding two underground stations at Wilshire/La Cienega and Wilshire/Rodeo by the 2020s.[40]

In the midst of the 2015 drought[image: External link], Beverly Hills was found to be one of the biggest water consumers in all of California.[41] As a result, they were asked by the state to reduce their consumption by 36%, prompting many residents to replace their lawns with native plants[image: External link].[41] Meanwhile, the city government replaced the grass in front of the City Hall[image: External link] with Mexican sage[image: External link].[41]

In September 2015, the City of Beverly Hills signed an agreement with the State of Israel to work together on water use as well as "cybersecurity, public health, emergency services, disaster preparedness, public safety, counterterrorism and art and culture".[42]

In July 2016, the City of Beverly Hills received the Livability Award from the United States Conference of Mayors[image: External link] for its Ambassador Program, which takes care of the city's homeless population.[43]

The Beverly Hills Community Dog Park was dedicated on September 6, 2016.[44][45]

In November 2016, the Beverly Hills City Council passed a resolution to condemn the decision made by the UNESCO[image: External link] to deny the Jewish history of Temple Mount[image: External link] and the Western Wall[image: External link] in Jerusalem[image: External link], Israel.[46]
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 Geography




Beverly Hills and the neighboring city of West Hollywood[image: External link] are together entirely surrounded by the city of Los Angeles. Specifically, Beverly Hills is bordered on the northwest by the Los Angeles neighborhood of Bel-Air[image: External link] and the Santa Monica Mountains[image: External link], on the east by West Hollywood, the Carthay[image: External link] neighborhood of Los Angeles, and the Fairfax District[image: External link] of Los Angeles, and on the south by the Beverlywood[image: External link] neighborhood of Los Angeles.[47] The area's "Platinum Triangle[image: External link]" is formed by the city of Beverly Hills and the Los Angeles neighborhoods of Bel Air and Holmby Hills[image: External link].

In spite of the city's name, most residents live in the "flats" of Beverly Hills, which is a relatively flat land that slants towards the hills, and includes all of Beverly Hills itself. The houses situated in the hillside north of Sunset Boulevard have a much higher value than the average housing price for the rest of the city. Santa Monica Boulevard divides the "flats" into two areas, locally known as "North or South of the tracks," referring to the train tracks that were once used by the old Pacific Electric[image: External link] streetcar line that traversed Beverly Hills along Santa Monica Blvd. Houses south of Wilshire Boulevard have more urban square and rectangular lots, in general smaller than those to the north. There are also more apartment buildings south of Wilshire Blvd. than anywhere else in Beverly Hills, and the average house value south of Wilshire is the lowest in Beverly Hills. Nearly all businesses and government offices in Beverly Hills are located south of Santa Monica Blvd., two notable exceptions being the Beverly Hills Hotel[image: External link] and the Beverly Hilton Hotel[image: External link]. Just outside the city limits to the west lies the Los Angeles Country Club[image: External link]. Other locations commonly associated with Beverly Hills include the Cedars-Sinai Medical Center[image: External link] and the Beverly Center[image: External link], just outside the city limits to the east.

Beverly Hills Post Office[image: External link] is an area of Los Angeles that the Beverly Hills Post Office serves and carries the "Beverly Hills, CA 90210" mailing address. The other four, less-celebrated ZIP codes for Beverly Hills are: 90209, 90211, 90212 and 90213.[7]

Along with the Los Angeles communities of Bel-Air[image: External link] and Brentwood[image: External link], it is one of the "Three Bs",[48][49] a wealthy area in the Los Angeles Westside[image: External link].[50]
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 Climate




Beverly Hills has a hot and warm Mediterranean micro-climate[image: External link], with an average high of 85 degrees Fahrenheit (29.4 degrees Celsius) in August, and an average high of 67 degrees Fahrenheit (19.5 degrees Celsius) in January (source Weather.com). Beverly Hills also receives an average 18 inches (460 mm) of rain per year. Summers are marked by warm to hot temperatures with very little wind, while winters are warm to moderate, to cool with occasional rain alternating with periods of Santa Ana winds[image: External link]. Measurable snowfall has been recorded only in 1882, 1922, 1932, 1949 and 1958.
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 Demographics






	Historical population



	Census
	Pop.
	
	%±



	1920[image: External link]
	674
	
	—



	1930[image: External link]
	17,429
	
	2,485.9%



	1940[image: External link]
	26,823
	
	53.9%



	1950[image: External link]
	29,032
	
	8.2%



	1960[image: External link]
	30,817
	
	6.1%



	1970[image: External link]
	33,416
	
	8.4%



	1980[image: External link]
	32,646
	
	−2.3%



	1990[image: External link]
	31,971
	
	−2.1%



	2000[image: External link]
	33,784
	
	5.7%



	2010[image: External link]
	34,109
	
	1.0%



	Est. 2016
	34,687
	[51]
	1.7%



	
U.S. Decennial Census[52]







[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 2010




The 2010 United States Census[image: External link][53] reported that Beverly Hills had a population of 34,109. The population density[image: External link] was 5,973.1 people per square mile (2,306.2/km²). The racial makeup of Beverly Hills was 28,112 (82.4%) White[image: External link] (78.6% Non-Hispanic White),[6] 746 (2.2%) African American[image: External link], 48 (0.1%) Native American[image: External link], 3,032 (8.9%) Asian[image: External link], 12 (0.0%) Pacific Islander[image: External link], 485 (1.4%) from other races[image: External link], and 1,674 (4.9%) from two or more races. Hispanic[image: External link] or Latino[image: External link] of any race were 1,941 persons (5.7%).

The largest religious community are Persian Jews[image: External link], who make up 26% of the population of Beverly Hills.[54] The Iranian Jewish community in Beverly Hills, numbering over 8,000, is the largest Iranian Jewish community in the United States.[55][56]

The Census reported that 33,988 people (99.6% of the population) lived in households, 121 (0.4%) lived in non-institutionalized group quarters, and 0 (0%) were institutionalized.

There were 14,869 households, out of which 3,759 (25.3%) had children under the age of 18 living in them, 6,613 (44.5%) were opposite-sex married couples[image: External link] living together, 1,354 (9.1%) had a female householder with no husband present, 494 (3.3%) had a male householder with no wife present. There were 460 (3.1%) unmarried opposite-sex partnerships[image: External link], and 131 (0.9%) same-sex married couples or partnerships[image: External link]. 5,400 households (36.3%) were made up of individuals and 1,834 (12.3%) had someone living alone who was 65 years of age or older. The average household size was 2.29. There were 8,461 families[image: External link] (56.9% of all households); the average family size was 3.05.

The population was spread out with 6,623 people (19.4%) under the age of 18, 2,526 people (7.4%) aged 18 to 24, 8,540 people (25.0%) aged 25 to 44, 9,904 people (29.0%) aged 45 to 64, and 6,516 people (19.1%) who were 65 years of age or older. The median age was 43.6 years. For every 100 females there were 84.3 males. For every 100 females age 18 and over, there were 80.3 males.

There were 16,394 housing units at an average density of 2,870.9 per square mile (1,108.5/km²), of which 6,561 (44.1%) were owner-occupied, and 8,308 (55.9%) were occupied by renters. The homeowner vacancy rate was 2.2%; the rental vacancy rate was 8.0%. 17,740 people (52.0% of the population) lived in owner-occupied housing units and 16,248 people (47.6%) lived in rental housing units.

During 2009–2013, Beverly Hills had a median household income of $86,141, with 8.8% of the population living below the federal poverty line.[6]
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 2000




As of the census[image: External link][57] of 2000, there were 33,784 people, 15,035 households, and 8,269 families residing in the city. The population density[image: External link] was 5,954.0 people per square mile (2,300.5/km²). There were 15,856 housing units at an average density of 2,794.4/mi (1,079.7/km²). The racial makeup of the city was 85.06% White[image: External link], 1.77% African American[image: External link], 0.13% Native American[image: External link], 7.05% Asian[image: External link], 0.03% Pacific Islander[image: External link], 1.50% from other races[image: External link], and 4.46% from two or more races. Hispanic[image: External link] or Latino[image: External link] of any race were 4.63% of the population.

There were 15,035 households out of which 24.4% had children under the age of 18 living with them, 43.8% were married couples[image: External link] living together, 8.1% had a female householder with no husband present, and 45.0% were non-families. 38.2% of all households were made up of individuals and 11.3% had someone living alone who was 65 years of age or older. The average household size was 2.24 and the average family size was 3.02.

In the city, the population was spread out with 20.0% under the age of 18, 6.3% from 18 to 24, 29.3% from 25 to 44, 26.8% from 45 to 64, and 17.6% who were 65 years of age or older. The median age was 41 years. For every 100 females there were 83.5 males. For every 100 females age 18 and over, there were 79.4 males.

The median income for a household in the city was $70,945, and the median income for a family was $102,611. Males had a median income of $72,004 versus $46,217 for females. The per capita income[image: External link] for the city was $65,507. About 7.9% of families and 9.1% of the population were below the poverty line[image: External link], including 9.5% of those under the age of 18 and 7.9% ages 65 or older.
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 Municipal government




See also: Historical list of Mayors of Beverly Hills[image: External link]


Beverly Hills is a general law city[image: External link] governed by a five-member City Council[image: External link] including the mayor[image: External link] and vice mayor. The City Council hires a city manager[image: External link] to carry out policies and serve as executive officer. Every odd-numbered year, either two or three members are elected for four-year terms. Each March the City Council meets and chooses one of its members as mayor and one as vice-mayor. As of 2017, Lili Bosse is mayor, Julian Gold is vice mayor, and the other councilmembers are John Mirisch, Lester Friedman, and Robert Wunderlich.[2] Mahdi Aluzri serves as City Manager.[3]
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 County, state and federal representation




In the California State Legislature[image: External link], Beverly Hills is in the 26th Senate District[image: External link], represented by Democrat[image: External link] Ben Allen[image: External link], and in the 50th Assembly District[image: External link], represented by Democrat[image: External link] Richard Bloom[image: External link].[58]

In the United States House of Representatives[image: External link], Beverly Hills is in California's 33rd congressional district[image: External link], represented by Democrat[image: External link] Ted Lieu[image: External link].[59]
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 Infrastructure




The Beverly Hills Police Department[image: External link] and the Beverly Hills Fire Department serve as emergency response for the city.

The Los Angeles County Department of Health Services[image: External link] SPA 5 West Area Health Office serves Beverly Hills.[60] The department operates the Simms/Mann Health and Wellness Center in Santa Monica[image: External link], serving Beverly Hills.[61]

The United States Postal Service[image: External link] operates the Beverly Hills Post Office at 325 North Maple Drive,[62] the Crescent Post Office at 323 North Crescent Drive,[63] the Beverly Post Office at 312 South Beverly Drive,[64] and the Eastgate Post Office at 8383 Wilshire Boulevard.[65][66] The Beverly Hills Post Office was listed on the National Register of Historic Places[image: External link] on January 11, 1985.[67]
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 Politics




The city of Beverly Hills widely opposed Proposition 8[image: External link], the 2008 ballot measure which repealed legal recognition of same-sex marriages. The proposition passed statewide, but in Beverly Hills, only 34% voted in favor, and 66% voted against it.[68] In 2007, Jimmy Delshad[image: External link] became the city's first Iranian-born mayor, representing the city's large Persian Jewish[image: External link] population.[69]
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 Economy




Beverly Hills is home to one Fortune 500[image: External link] company, Live Nation Entertainment[image: External link]. Since August 22, 2011, the headquarters of Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer[image: External link] have been located in Beverly Hills.[70]

The Los Angeles-area offices of Aeroflot[image: External link][71] and El Al[image: External link][72] are in Beverly Hills. Hilton Hotels Corporation[image: External link] formerly had its corporate headquarters in Beverly Hills. The original headquarters of GeoCities[image: External link] (at first Beverly Hills Internet) was at 9401 Wilshire Boulevard in Beverly Hills.[73]

The large and still-productive Beverly Hills Oil Field[image: External link] has four urban drilling islands, which drill diagonally into the earth underneath the city. One drilling islands occasioned a 2003 lawsuit representing former attendees of Beverly Hills High School, approximately 280 of which having suffered from cancers allegedly tied to the drilling operations.[74]
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 Top employers




According to the city's 2015 Comprehensive Annual Financial Report,[75] the top employers in the city are:



	#
	Employer
	# of Employees



	1
	City of Beverly Hills
	1,042



	2
	Beverly Hills Unified School District[image: External link]
	642



	3
	Beverly Wilshire Hotel[image: External link]
	620



	4
	The Beverly Hilton[image: External link]
	599



	5
	The Beverly Hills Hotel[image: External link]
	500



	6
	William Morris Agency[image: External link]
	500



	7
	Saks Fifth Avenue[image: External link]
	460



	8
	Neiman Marcus Group[image: External link]
	430



	9
	Creative Artists Agency[image: External link]
	425



	10
	The Peninsula Beverly Hills[image: External link]
	400
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 Education




Beverly Hills is served by Beverly Hills Unified School District[image: External link], which includes four K-8 schools (Hawthorne, El Rodeo, Beverly Vista, and Horace Mann), Moreno High School, and the Beverly Hills High School[image: External link].

Beverly Hills also has several private schools. Good Shepherd School, a PreK-8 school in Beverly Hills, is a part of the Roman Catholic Archdiocese of Los Angeles[image: External link]. Other Beverly Hills private schools include Harkham Hillel Hebrew Academy.
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 Notable people






	
Desi Arnaz[image: External link][76]


	
Desi Arnaz, Jr.[image: External link][77]


	
Lucille Ball[image: External link][76]


	
Lionel Barrymore[image: External link][78]


	
Richard Barthelmess[image: External link][79]


	John Batchelor[image: External link]

	
Wallace Beery[image: External link][80]


	
Jack Benny[image: External link][78]


	
Polly Bergen[image: External link][78]


	
Justin Bieber[image: External link][78]


	
Monte Blue[image: External link][80]


	
Ward Bond[image: External link][80]


	
Hobart Bosworth[image: External link][81]


	
William Boyd[image: External link][80]


	
Albert Brooks[image: External link][82]


	
Johnny Mack Brown[image: External link][80]


	
Winifred Bryson[image: External link][83]


	
Richard Chamberlain[image: External link][84]


	
Rosemary Clooney[image: External link][78]


	Lew Cody[image: External link]

	
Phil Collins[image: External link][85]


	
Jackie Cooper[image: External link][86]


	
Jeanne Crain[image: External link][87]


	
Laird Cregar[image: External link][80]


	
Robert Cummings[image: External link][88]


	Tony Curtis[image: External link]

	Ellen DeGeneres[image: External link]

	
Richard Dreyfuss[77]


	Nelson Eddy[image: External link]

	Nanette Fabray[image: External link]

	Douglas Fairbanks[image: External link]

	
Peter Falk[image: External link][89]


	Mia Farrow[image: External link]

	José Ferrer[image: External link]

	
Rhonda Fleming[image: External link][90]


	
George Gershwin[image: External link][91]


	
Ira Gershwin[image: External link][92]


	
Burton E. Green[image: External link][93]


	
Fritz Lang[image: External link][94]


	
Jennifer Lawrence[95]


	
Logan Lerman[image: External link][96]


	
Mervyn LeRoy[image: External link][97]


	Oscar Levant[image: External link]

	
Jack Linkletter[image: External link][98]


	Frank Lovejoy[image: External link]

	Hal March[image: External link]

	
Vincente Minnelli[image: External link][99]


	Elizabeth Montgomery[image: External link]

	
Demi Moore[100]


	Agnes Moorehead[image: External link]

	Maureen O'Sullivan[image: External link]

	
Markus Persson[image: External link][101]


	Mary Pickford[image: External link]

	
André Previn[image: External link][102]


	Carl Reiner[image: External link]

	
Rob Reiner[image: External link][77]


	
Lionel Richie[image: External link][103]


	
Melissa Rivers[image: External link][104]


	Gilbert Roland[image: External link]

	Ricky Schroder[image: External link]

	
Charlie Sheen[image: External link][105]


	
Judith Sheindlin[image: External link][106]


	
Phil Spector[image: External link][107]


	
James Stewart[108]


	
Harry Styles[image: External link][109]


	
Lisa Vanderpump[image: External link][110]


	
Betty White[image: External link][77]


	
William Wyler[image: External link][111]
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 City media




Beverly Hills is served by free weekly newspapers the Beverly Hills Courier[image: External link] and Beverly Hills Weekly[image: External link].

The BHUSD has a public-access television[image: External link] station called KBEV[image: External link], which is run by the students of Beverly Hills High School[image: External link].[112] KBEV was founded in 1968. KBEV produces many programs, including the Norman News, which is the longest running student news service in the country.
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 Autonomous vehicles




In April 2016,[113] the Beverly Hills City Council passed a resolution[114] to create autonomous vehicles for public transportation within the next decade.[115] Mayor John Mirisch has said this is one of his top priorities during his tenure as mayor. "This is a game-changer for Beverly Hills and, we hope, for the region," said Mirisch in the press release. "Beverly Hills is the perfect community to take the lead to make this technology a reality. It is now both feasible and safe for autonomous cars to be on the road."[116]
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 Landmarks






	Beverly Gardens Park[image: External link]

	Beverly Hills 9/11 Memorial Garden[image: External link]

	Beverly Hills City Hall[image: External link]

	Beverly Hills High School[image: External link]

	Beverly Hills Hotel[image: External link]

	Beverly Hills Police Department[image: External link]

	Beverly Hills Public Library[image: External link]

	Beverly Hills Women's Club[image: External link]

	Beverly Wilshire Hotel[image: External link]

	Electric Fountain[image: External link]

	Greystone Mansion[image: External link]

	Greenacres[image: External link]

	La Cienega Park[image: External link]

	Pickfair[image: External link]

	Rodeo Drive[image: External link]

	Roxbury Memorial Park[image: External link]

	Virginia Robinson Gardens[image: External link]

	Will Rogers Memorial Park[image: External link]
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 In popular culture




Beverly Hills has been featured in a number of television[image: External link] shows and movies, many of which capitalize on its reputation as a residence for the rich, including:


	
The Jack Benny Program[image: External link] (1950–1965) (and on his radio program from 1932–1955),

	
The Beverly Hillbillies[image: External link] (1962–1971)

	
Beverly Hills Cop[image: External link] (1984), Beverly Hills Cop II[image: External link] (1987), and Beverly Hills Cop III[image: External link] (1994)

	
Down and Out in Beverly Hills[image: External link] (1986)

	
Beverly Hills Teens[image: External link] (1987)

	
Top Cat and the Beverly Hills Cats[image: External link] (1988)

	
Troop Beverly Hills[image: External link] (1989)

	
Beverly Hills, 90210[image: External link] (1990 to 2000) and 90210[image: External link] (2008 –2013)

	
The Slums of Beverly Hills[image: External link] (1998)

	
Beverly Hills Chihuahua[image: External link] (2008)

	The opening scene of The Andy Griffith Show[image: External link] (1960-1968), showing Sheriff Taylor and Opie carrying fishing poles, was shot at the Franklin Canyon Reservoir[image: External link] at the north end of town, just west of Coldwater Canyon.[117]


	
The Real Housewives of Beverly Hills[image: External link] (2010-present{2017}) is a reality show featuring rich women living in and around Beverly Hills.

	
Rich Kids of Beverly Hills[image: External link] (2014-2016) is a reality show that showcases the lives of wealthy 20-somethings living in Beverly Hills.

	
Devious Maids[image: External link] (2013-2016) is a TV show about maids working for rich people and celebrities living in Beverly Hills.

	
Clueless[image: External link] (1995)

	
Meet the Blacks[image: External link] (2016) A comedy horror film about a family that moves from Chicago to Beverly Hills
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 Sister cities





	
Acapulco[image: External link], Mexico[118]


	
Cannes[image: External link], France[118]
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 See also





	List of largest houses in the Los Angeles Metropolitan Area[image: External link]
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People for the Ethical Treatment of Animals






"PETA" redirects here. For other uses, see Peta (disambiguation)[image: External link].

People for the Ethical Treatment of Animals (PETA /'pi:te /[image: External link]; stylized PeTA) is an American animal rights[image: External link] organization[image: External link] based in Norfolk, Virginia[image: External link], and led by Ingrid Newkirk[image: External link], its international president. A nonprofit corporation with nearly 400 employees, it claims that it has 6.5 million members and supporters, in addition to claiming that it is the largest animal rights group in the world. Its slogan is "Animals are not ours to eat, wear, experiment on, use for entertainment, or abuse in any other way."[3]

Founded in March 1980 by Newkirk and fellow animal rights activist Alex Pacheco[image: External link], the organization first caught the public's attention in the summer of 1981 during what became known as the Silver Spring monkeys[image: External link] case, a widely publicized dispute about experiments conducted on 17 macaque[image: External link] monkeys inside the Institute of Behavioral Research in Silver Spring, Maryland[image: External link]. The case lasted 10 years, involved the only police raid[image: External link] on an animal laboratory in the United States, triggered an amendment in 1985 to that country's Animal Welfare Act, and established PETA as an internationally known organization.[4] Today, it focuses on four core issues—opposition to factory farming[image: External link], fur farming[image: External link], animal testing[image: External link], and the use of animals in entertainment. It also campaigns for a vegan lifestyle and against eating meat, fishing, the killing of animals regarded as pests, the keeping of chained backyard dogs, cock fighting[image: External link], dog fighting[image: External link], and bullfighting[image: External link].[5]

The group has been the focus of controversy[image: External link], both inside and outside the animal rights movement. Newkirk and, formerly, Pacheco are seen as the leading exporters of animal rights to the more traditional animal-protection groups in the United States, but sections of the movement nonetheless say that PETA is not radical enough—law professor Gary Francione[image: External link] lists the group among what he calls "the new welfarists," arguing that its work with industries to achieve reform, which continues in the tradition of Henry Spira[image: External link], makes it an animal welfare[image: External link] group, not an animal rights group.[6] Newkirk told Salon in 2001 that PETA works toward the ideal but tries in the meantime to provide carrot-and-stick incentives.[7] There has also been criticism from feminists within the movement about the use of scantily clad women in PETA's anti-fur[image: External link] campaigns and others, but as Norm Phelps notes, "Newkirk has been consistent in her response. No one, she says, is being exploited. Everyone ... is an uncoerced volunteer. Sexual attraction is a fact of life, and if it can advance the animals' cause, she makes no apologies for using it." Also, Phelps notes that some activists believe that the group's media stunts trivialize animal rights, but he qualifies this by saying, "[I]t's hard to argue with success and PETA is far and away the most successful cutting-edge animal rights organization in the world." Newkirk's view is that PETA has a duty to be "press sluts." She argues, "It is our obligation. We would be worthless if we were just polite and didn't make any waves."[8]
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Main article: Ingrid Newkirk[image: External link]


Newkirk was born in England[image: External link] in 1949, and raised in Hertfordshire[image: External link] and later New Delhi[image: External link], India[image: External link], where her father—a navigational engineer—was stationed. Newkirk, now an atheist, was educated in a convent, the only British girl there. She moved to the United States[image: External link] as a teenager, first studying to become a stockbroker, but after taking some abandoned kittens to an animal shelter in 1969 and being appalled by the conditions that she found there, she chose a career in animal protection instead.[9] She became an animal-protection officer for Montgomery County, Maryland[image: External link], and then the District of Columbia[image: External link]'s first woman poundmaster. By 1976, she was head of the animal disease control division of D.C.'s Commission on Public Health and in 1980, was among those named as "Washingtonians of the Year."[10] She told Michael Specter of The New Yorker that working for the shelters left her shocked at the way the animals were treated:


I went to the front office all the time, and I would say, "John is kicking the dogs and putting them into freezers." Or I would say, "They are stepping on the animals, crushing them like grapes, and they don't care." In the end, I would go to work early, before anyone got there, and I would just kill the animals myself. Because I couldn't stand to let them go through that. I must have killed a thousand of them, sometimes dozens every day. Some of those people would take pleasure in making them suffer. Driving home every night, I would cry just thinking about it. And I just felt, to my bones, this cannot be right.[11]



In 1980, she divorced Steve Newkirk, whom she had married when she was 19, and the same year met Alex Pacheco, a political science major at George Washington University. Pacheco had studied for the priesthood, then worked as a crew member of the Sea Shepherd Conservation Society[image: External link]'s first ship.[12] He volunteered at the shelter where she worked, and they fell in love and began living together, although as Kathy Snow Guillermo writes, they were very different—Newkirk was older and more practical, whereas Pacheco could barely look after himself.[13] Newkirk read Peter Singer[image: External link]'s influential book, Animal Liberation[image: External link] (1975), and in March 1980, she persuaded Pacheco to join her in forming People for the Ethical Treatment of Animals, at that point just "five people in a basement", as Newkirk described it. They were mostly students and members of the local vegetarian society, but the group included a friend of Pacheco's from the U.K., Kim Stallwood, a British activist who went on to become the national organizer of the British Union for the Abolition of Vivisection[image: External link]. Pacheco was reluctant at first. "It just didn't sound great to me," he told The Los Angeles Times in 1992. "I had been active in Europe ... and I thought there were just too many formalities. I thought we should just do things ourselves. But she made a convincing case that Washington needed a vehicle for animals because the current organizations were too conservative."[14]
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Main article: Silver Spring monkeys[image: External link]


The group first came to public attention in 1981 during the Silver Spring monkeys case, a dispute about experiments conducted by researcher Edward Taub on 17 macaque monkeys inside the Institute of Behavioral Research in Silver Spring, Maryland. The case led to the first police raid in the United States on an animal laboratory, triggered an amendment in 1985 to the United States Animal Welfare Act, and became the first animal-testing case to be appealed to the United States Supreme Court,[4] which upheld a Louisiana State Court ruling that denied PETA's request for custody of the monkeys.[16]

Pacheco had taken a job in May 1981 inside a primate research laboratory at the Institute, intending to gain firsthand experience of working inside an animal laboratory.[17] Taub had been cutting sensory ganglia[image: External link] that supplied nerves to the monkeys' fingers, hands, arms, and legs—a process called "deafferentation"—so that the monkeys could not feel them; some of the monkeys had had their entire spinal columns deafferented. He then used restraint, electric shock, and withholding of food and water to force the monkeys to use the deafferented parts of their bodies. The research led in part to the discovery of neuroplasticity[image: External link] and a new therapy for stroke victims called constraint-induced movement therapy[image: External link].[18]

Pacheco went to the laboratory at night, taking photographs that showed the monkeys living in what the Institute for Laboratory Animal Research's ILAR Journal called "filthy conditions."[19] He passed his photographs to the police, who raided the lab and arrested Taub. Taub was convicted of six counts of cruelty to animals, the first such conviction in the United States of an animal researcher; the conviction, though, was overturned on appeal.[20] Norm Phelps[image: External link] writes that the case followed the highly publicized campaign of Henry Spira[image: External link] in 1976 against experiments on cats being performed at the American Museum of Natural History[image: External link] in New York and Spira's subsequent campaign in April 1980 against the Draize test[image: External link]. These and the Silver Spring monkey case jointly put animal rights on the agenda in the United States.[21]

The 10-year battle for custody of the monkeys—described by The Washington Post as a vicious mud fight, during which both sides accused the other of lies and distortion— transformed PETA into a national, then international, movement. By February 1991, it claimed over 350,000 members, a paid staff of over 100, and an annual budget of over $7 million.[22]
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PETA was based in Rockville, Maryland[image: External link], until 1996, when it moved to Norfolk, Virginia.[23] It opened a Los Angeles[image: External link] division in 2006[23] and also has offices in Washington, D.C.[image: External link], and Oakland, California[image: External link].[24] In addition, PETA has international affiliates in the United Kingdom[image: External link], France[image: External link], the Netherlands[image: External link], Germany[image: External link], India[image: External link], Australia[image: External link], and the Asia-Pacific[image: External link] region.[25]
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Further information: Animal rights[image: External link]


PETA is an animal rights organization and, as such, it rejects speciesism[image: External link] and also opposes the use and abuse of animals in any way, as food, clothing, entertainment, or research subjects.[26] One oft-cited quote of Newkirk's is: "When it comes to feelings like hunger, pain, and thirst, a rat is a pig is a dog is a boy."[11] PETA lobbies government agencies to impose fines and/or confiscate animals when animal-welfare legislation has been violated, promotes a vegan lifestyle, tries to reform practices on factory farms and in slaughterhouses, sends undercover investigators into animal-research laboratories, farms, and circuses, initiates media campaigns against particular companies or practices, helps to find sanctuaries for animals formerly used by circuses and zoos, and initiates lawsuits against companies that refuse to change their practices.[27] The group has been criticized by a few animal rights advocates for its willingness to work with industries that use animals for the purpose of affecting gradual change. Newkirk rejects this criticism and has said the group exists to hold the radical line.[28]

The group has 6.5 million members and supporters, it received donations of over $65 million for the year ending July 31, 2016, and its website was receiving 4 million hits a month as of November 2008. Over 83 percent of its operating budget was spent on its programs in 2015–2016, 15 percent on membership development, and 1 percent on management and general operations. Seven percent of its staff earned under $30,000 and 56 percent over $45,000, and Newkirk made just over $30,000.[29]

Pacheco left the group in 1999. Its current leadership, in addition to Newkirk, includes Executive Vice President Tracy Reiman, Senior Vice President of Laboratory Investigations Kathy Guillermo, Senior Vice President of Communications Lisa Lange, Senior Vice President of Media Campaigns Dan Mathews[image: External link], and Senior Vice President of Cruelty Investigations Daphna Nachminovitch.[30] Its honorary directors include Pamela Anderson[image: External link], James Cromwell[image: External link], Chrissie Hynde[image: External link], Bill Maher[image: External link], and, until his death in 2015, Sam Simon[image: External link].[31]
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The organization is known for its aggressive media campaigns, combined with a solid base of celebrity support—in addition to its honorary directors, Paul McCartney[image: External link], Alicia Silverstone, Eva Mendes, Charlize Theron, Ellen DeGeneres[image: External link], and many other notable celebrities have appeared in PETA ads.[32] Every week, Newkirk holds what The New Yorker calls a "war council," with two dozen of her top strategists gathered at a square table in the PETA conference room, with no suggestion considered too outrageous.[11] PETA also gives an annual prize, called the Proggy Award (for "progress"), to individuals or organizations dedicated to animal welfare or who distinguish themselves through their efforts within the area of animal welfare.[33]

Many of the campaigns have focused on large corporations. Fast food companies such as KFC, Wendy's, and Burger King have been targeted. In the animal-testing industry, PETA's consumer boycotts have focused on Avon, Benetton, Bristol-Myers-Squibb, Chesebrough-Pond's, Dow Chemical, General Motors, and others. The group's modus operandi includes buying shares in target companies such as McDonald's and Kraft Foods in order to exert influence.[34] The campaigns have delivered results for PETA. McDonald's and Wendy's introduced vegetarian options after PETA targeted them; Petco stopped selling some exotic pets; and Polo Ralph Lauren said it would no longer use fur.[35] Avon, Estée Lauder, Benetton, and Tonka Toy Co. all stopped testing products on animals, the Pentagon stopped shooting pigs and goats in wounds tests, and a slaughterhouse in Texas was closed down.[12]

As part of its anti-fur action, PETA members have infiltrated hundreds of fashion shows in the U.S. and Europe and one in China, throwing red paint on the catwalks and unfurling banners. Celebrities and supermodels have posed naked for the group's "I'd Rather Go Naked Than Wear Fur" campaign—some men, but mostly women—triggering criticism from some feminist animal rights advocates.[36] The New Yorker writes that PETA activists have crawled through the streets of Paris wearing leg-hold traps and thrown around money soaked in fake blood at the International Fur Fair.[11] They sometimes engage in pie-throwing—in January 2010, Canadian MP Gerry Byrne[image: External link] compared them to terrorists for throwing a tofu cream pie at Canada's fishery minister Gail Shea[image: External link] in protest of the seal slaughter, a comment Newkirk called a silly chest-beating exercise.[37] "The thing is, we make them gawk," she told Satya magazine, "maybe like a traffic accident that you have to look at."[38]

PETA has also objected to the practice of mulesing[image: External link] (removing strips of wool-bearing skin from around the buttocks of a sheep).[39] In October 2004, PETA launched a boycott against the Australian wool industry, leading some clothing retailers to ban products using Australian wool from their stores.[40] In response, the Australian wool industry sued PETA, arguing among other things that mulesing prevents flystrike[image: External link], a very painful disease that can affect sheep. A settlement was reached, and PETA agreed to stop the boycott, while the wool industry agreed to seek alternatives to mulesing.[41]

In 2011, PETA named five orcas as plaintiffs and sued SeaWorld[image: External link] over the animals' captivity, seeking their protection under the Thirteenth Amendment[image: External link].[42] A federal judge heard the case and dismissed it in early 2012.[43] In August 2014, SeaWorld announced it was building new orca tanks that would almost double the size of the existing ones to provide more space for its whales. PETA responded that a "larger prison is still a prison."[44] In 2016, SeaWorld admitted that it had been sending its employees to pose as activists to spy[image: External link] on PETA.[45] Following an investigation by an outside law firm, SeaWorld's Board of Directors directed management to end the practice.[46]

Patricia de Leon[image: External link] worked with PETA in 2011 to reduce support for bullfighting among Hispanic people.[47][48][49]

Some campaigns have been particularly controversial. Newkirk was criticized in 2003 for sending a letter to PLO leader Yasser Arafat[image: External link] asking him to keep animals out of the conflict, after a donkey was blown up[image: External link] during an attack in Jerusalem. The group's 2003 "Holocaust on your Plate" exhibition—eight 60-square-foot (5.6 m2) panels juxtaposing images of Holocaust[image: External link] victims with animal carcasses and animals being transported to slaughter—was criticized by the Anti-Defamation League[image: External link], which said, "the effort by Peta to compare the deliberate systematic murder of millions of Jews to the issue of animal rights is abhorrent" and "[r]ather than deepen our revulsion against what the Nazis did to the Jews, the project will undermine the struggle to understand the Holocaust and to find a way to make sure such catastrophes never happen again." In July 2010, the German Federal Constitutional Court ruled that PETA's campaign was not protected by free speech laws and banned it within Germany as an offense against human dignity.[50] The exhibit, however, had been funded by an anonymous Jewish philanthropist[51] and created by Matt Prescott, who lost several relatives in the Holocaust. Prescott said: "The very same mindset that made the Holocaust possible—that we can do anything we want to those we decide are 'different or inferior'—is what allows us to commit atrocities against animals every single day. ... The fact is, all animals feel pain, fear and loneliness. We're asking people to recognize that what Jews and others went through in the Holocaust is what animals go through every day in factory farms."[51] And analogies between animal rights and the Holocaust[image: External link] had been initiated by the prominent Jewish author Isaac Bashevis Singer[image: External link].[52] In 2005, the NAACP[image: External link] criticized the "Are Animals the New Slaves?" exhibit, which showed images of African-American slaves, Native Americans, child laborers, and women, alongside chained elephants and slaughtered cows.[53]

PETA's "It's still going on" campaign features newspaper ads comparing widely publicized murder-cannibalization cases to the deaths of animals in slaughterhouses. The campaign has attracted significant media attention, controversy and generated angry responses from the victims' family members. Ads were released in 1991 describing the deaths of the victims of serial killer Jeffrey Dahmer[image: External link], in 2002 describing the deaths of the victims of serial killer Robert William Pickton[image: External link],[54] and in 2008 describing the murder of Tim McLean[image: External link].[55] In several cases, newspapers have refused to run the ads.

The group has also been criticized for aiming its message at young people. "Your Mommy Kills Animals" features a cartoon of a woman attacking a rabbit with a knife.[56] To reduce milk consumption, it created the "Got Beer?" campaign, a parody of the dairy industry's series of Got Milk?[image: External link] ads, which featured celebrities with milk "mustaches" on their upper lips. When the mayor of New York, Rudy Giuliani[image: External link], was diagnosed with prostate cancer in 2000, PETA ran a photograph of him with a white mustache and the words "Got prostate cancer?" to illustrate their claim that dairy products contribute to cancer, an ad that caused an outcry in the United States.[57] After PETA placed ads in school newspapers linking milk to acne, obesity, heart disease, cancer, and strokes, Mothers Against Drunk Driving[image: External link] and college officials complained it encouraged underage drinking; the British Advertising Standards Authority asked that the ads be discontinued after complaints from interest groups such as The National Farmers' Unions.[58]

In August 2011, it was announced that PETA will be launching a soft pornography[image: External link] website in the .xxx[image: External link] domain. PETA spokesperson Lindsay Rajt told the Huffington Post, "We try to use absolutely every outlet to stick up for animals," adding that "We are careful about what we do and wouldn't use nudity or some of our flashier tactics if we didn't know they worked." PETA also used nudity in its "Veggie Love" ad which it prepared for the Super Bowl[image: External link] only to have it banned by the network. PETA's work has drawn the ire of some feminists who argue that the organization sacrifices women's rights to press its agenda. Lindsay Beyerstein criticized PETA saying "They're the ones drawing disturbing analogies between pornography, misogyny and animal cruelty."[59]

Other campaigns are less confrontational and more humorous. In 2008, it launched the "Save the Sea Kittens" campaign to change the name of fish to "sea kittens" to give them a positive image, and it regularly asks towns to adopt a new name. It campaigned in 1996 for a new name for Fishkill, New York[image: External link], and in April 2003 offered free veggie burgers to Hamburg, New York[image: External link], if it would call itself Veggieburg.[60]

PETA sometimes issues isolated statements or press releases, commenting on current events. After Lady Gaga[image: External link] wore a dress made of meat[image: External link] in 2010, PETA issued a statement objecting to the dress.[61] After a fisherman in Florida was bitten by a shark in 2011, PETA proposed an advertisement showing a shark biting a human, with the caption "Payback Is Hell, Go Vegan". The proposed ad drew criticism from relatives of the injured fisherman.[62] After Minnesota dentist Walter Palmer admitted that he had killed Cecil the lion[image: External link] in Zimbabwe in 2015, PETA's president, Newkirk, issued a statement on behalf of PETA in which she said: "Hunting is a coward's pastime. If, as has been reported, this dentist and his guides lured Cecil out of the park with food so as to shoot him on private property, because shooting him in the park would have been illegal, he needs to be extradited, charged, and, preferably, hanged."[63]
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 Undercover work




PETA sends its staff undercover into research laboratories, factory farms, and circuses to document the treatment of animals. Investigators may spend many months as employees of a facility, making copies of documents and wearing hidden cameras.[12] By 2007, it had conducted 75 such investigations.[64] It has also produced videos based on material collected during ALF raids. Some undercover efforts have led to lawsuits or government action against companies and universities. PETA itself faced legal action in April 2007 after the owners of a chinchilla ranch in Michigan complained about an undercover inquiry there, but the judge ruled in PETA's favor that undercover investigations can be legitimate.[65]

One notable case led to a 26-minute film that PETA produced in 1984, Unnecessary Fuss[image: External link].[66] The film was based on 60 hours of researchers' footage obtained by the ALF during a raid on the University of Pennsylvania's head injury clinic. The footage showed researchers laughing at baboons as they inflicted brain damage on them with a hydraulic device intended to simulate whiplash. Laboratory animal veterinarian Larry Carbone writes that the researchers openly discussed how one baboon was awake before the head injury, despite protocols being in place for anesthesia.[67] The ensuing publicity led to the suspension of funds from the university, the firing of its chief veterinarian, the closure of the lab, and a period of probation for the university.[68]

In 1990, two PETA activists posed as employees of Carolina Biological[image: External link], where they took pictures and video footage inside the company, alleging that cats were being mistreated.[69] Following the release of PETA's tapes, the USDA[image: External link] conducted its own inspection and subsequently charged the company with seven violations of the Animal Welfare Act[image: External link].[70] Four years later, an administrative judge ruled that Carolina Biological had not committed any violations.[71]

In 1990, Bobby Berosini[image: External link], a Las Vegas entertainer, lost his wildlife license as well as (on appeal) a later lawsuit against PETA, after the group broadcast an undercover film of him slapping and punching orangutans in 1989.[72] In 1997, a PETA investigation inside Huntingdon Life Sciences (HLS), a contract animal-testing company, produced film of staff in the UK beating dogs, and what appeared to be abuse of monkeys in the company's New Jersey facility. After the video footage aired on British television in 1999, a group of activists set up Stop Huntingdon Animal Cruelty[image: External link] to close HLS down, a campaign that continues.[73]

In 1999, a North Carolina grand jury handed down indictments against pig-farm workers on Belcross Farm in Camden County, the first indictments for animal cruelty on a factory farm in the United States, after a three-month PETA investigation produced film of the workers beating the animals.[74] In 2004, PETA published the results of an eight-month undercover investigation in a West Virginia Pilgrim's Pride slaughterhouse that supplies chickens to KFC. The New York Times reported the investigation as showing workers stomping on live chickens, throwing dozens against a wall, tearing the head off a chicken to write graffiti, strangling one with a latex glove, and squeezing birds until they exploded. Yum Brands, owner of KFC, called the video appalling and threatened to stop purchasing from Pilgrim's Pride if no changes were made. Pilgrim's Pride subsequently fired 11 employees and introduced an anti-cruelty pledge for workers to sign.[75]

In 2004 and 2005, PETA shot footage inside Covance[image: External link], an animal-testing company in the U.S. and Europe, that appeared to show monkeys being mistreated in the company's facility in Vienna, Virginia. According to The Washington Post, PETA said an employee of the group filmed primates there being choked, hit, and denied medical attention when badly injured.[76] After PETA sent the video and a 253-page complaint to the U.S. Department of Agriculture, Covance was fined $8,720 for 16 citations, three of which involved lab monkeys; the other citations involved administrative issues and equipment. The company said none of the issues were pervasive or endemic and that it had taken corrective action.[77] In 2005, Covance initiated a lawsuit charging PETA with fraud, violation of employee contract, and conspiracy to harm the company's business but did not proceed with it.[76]

PETA also goes undercover into circuses. In 2006, it filmed trainers at Carson & Barnes Circus—including Tim Frisco, the animal-care director—striking elephants while shouting at them. The Washington Post writes that the video shows Frisco shouting, "Make 'em scream!". A company spokesperson dismissed PETA's concerns as "Utopian philosophical ideology" but said the circus would no longer use electric prods.[78]

PETA investigated angora rabbit farms in China in 2013. As CBS News[image: External link] reported of the resulting video footage, "In the video, the rabbits' high-pitched screams can be heard as farmers rip out their wool until the animal is bald. The rabbits are then thrown back into their cage and appear to be stunned and in shock." PETA claimed that 90 percent of the world's angora comes from China, and retailers that carry angora did not initially comment to CBS.[79] Over the next two years, though, because of the investigation, more than 70 retailers, including H&M[image: External link], Topshop[image: External link], and Inditex[image: External link] (the world's largest retailer), discontinued their use of angora.[80] Inditex donated its angora products, valued at $878,000, to Syrian refugees.[81]

Between 2012 and 2014, PETA investigated sheep shearing sheds used by the wool industry in Australia and the U.S., uncovering "evidence of widespread animal abuse." In Australia, the group "sent three undercover investigators to 19 different sheep shearing sheds run by nine different contractors in three states." As NBC News[image: External link] reported, "PETA charges that in Australia, workers for seven contractors kicked, stomped or stood on animals' heads necks and hind limbs, while workers for eight contractors punched or struck sheep with clippers. One worker allegedly beat a lamb over the head with a hammer. Workers for five contractors allegedly threw sheep and or slammed their heads and bodies against floors." PETA also sent an investigator to "25 ranches in Wyoming, Colorado, Utah and Nebraska" and subsequently "asked local authorities in two Colorado counties to file criminal charges against a specific shearer because of alleged acts of abuse witnessed at two ranches." Moffat County Sheriff Tim Jantz called the video evidence "highly concerning" and launched an investigation.[82]

In 2014, PETA conducted an undercover investigation of the horse-racing industry, filming seven hours of footage that, as The New York Times reported, "showed mistreatment of the horses to be widespread and cavalier." Noted trainer Steve Asmussen[image: External link] and his top assistant trainer, Scott Blasi, were accused "of subjecting their horses to cruel and injurious treatments, administering drugs to them for nontherapeutic purposes, and having one of their jockeys use an electrical device to shock horses into running faster." The newspaper noted that this investigation "was PETA's first significant step into advocacy in the horse racing world."[83] In November 2015, as a result of PETA's investigation, Asmussen was fined $10,000 by the New York State Gaming Commission[image: External link]. Robert Williams, executive director of the commission, said, "We recognize PETA for playing a role in bringing about changes necessary to make thoroughbred racing safer and fairer for all." By contrast, the Kentucky Horse Racing Commission, which also received PETA's allegations, found that Asmussen did not violate any of its rules. Asmussen remains under investigation by the U.S. Department of Labor[image: External link] for allegedly violating the Fair Labor Standards Act of 1938[image: External link].[84]

Also in 2014, PETA investigated China[image: External link]'s dog leather trade in the province of Jiangsu[image: External link]. As the Daily Mirror[image: External link] reported, "PETA has obtained footage showing workers grabbing terrified dogs with a metal noose, clubbing them then slitting their throats. ... The video footage is too graphic to be shown here and is very distressing to watch." The newspaper also noted that "this is the first time that the production of Chinese dog leather has been captured on camera."[85] PETA claimed that "[p]roducts made from dog leather are exported throughout the world to be sold to unsuspecting customers."[86]

In 2015, as The Washington Post reported, PETA investigated Sweet Stem Farm, a pig farm that supplies meat to Whole Foods[image: External link]. The resulting video footage "featured images of pigs, some allegedly sick and not given appropriate care, crowded into hot pens and roughly handled by employees," contradicting both the farm's own video self-portrait and Whole Foods' claims about "humane meat" (a term that PETA maintains is an oxymoron). The Post notes that "[i]n the wake of the PETA investigation, Whole Foods has removed the Sweet Stem video from its Web site."[87] PETA has subsequently filed a class-action lawsuit against Whole Foods, "alleging that the chain's claims about animal welfare amount to a 'sham.'"[88]

Other recent PETA investigations have focused on crocodile and alligator farms in Texas[image: External link] and Zimbabwe[image: External link],[89] a monkey breeding facility in Florida[image: External link],[90] pigeon racing in Taiwan[image: External link],[91] ostrich slaughterhouses and tanneries in South Africa[image: External link],[92] and a dairy farm in North Carolina[image: External link], where cows were "wading knee deep through thousands of gallons of their own manure."[93]

CBS News reported in November 2016 that PETA had captured footage from restaurants that serve live octopus, shrimp, and other marine animals. The group's video showed "an octopus writhing as its limbs are severed by a chef at T Equals Fish, a Koreatown sushi restaurant in Los Angeles." PETA noted that octopuses "are considered among the most intelligent invertebrates" and "are capable of feeling pain just as a pig or rabbit would."[94]
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 Ag-gag laws




Various states, including Arkansas[image: External link], Idaho[image: External link], Iowa[image: External link], Kansas[image: External link], Missouri[image: External link], Montana, North Carolina[image: External link], North Dakota[image: External link], and Utah[image: External link], have passed so-called " ag-gag[image: External link]" laws in order to prevent PETA and other groups from conducting undercover investigations of operations that use animals. But PETA and a coalition of animal-welfare groups brought a lawsuit, "citing First Amendment protections for free speech," against Idaho that overturned the state's "ag-gag" law in August 2015, setting a precedent that may help overturn these laws in other states. PETA, ALDF[image: External link], and other groups are also currently suing the states of Utah[95] and North Carolina.[96] "Ag-gag" laws have been heavily promoted by the conservative think tank the American Legislative Exchange Council[image: External link] (ALEC).[97]
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 Euthanizing shelter animals




PETA opposes the no-kill movement[image: External link],[98] and, according to its most recent filing with The Virginia Department of Agriculture and Consumer Services (VDACS), euthanized 81 percent of the animals that ended up at its shelter.[99] According to VDACS, PETA took 3,017 animals into its shelters in 2014, of which 2,455 were euthanized, 162 were adopted, 353 were released to other shelters, and 6 were reclaimed by their original owners.[100] The group justifies its euthanasia policies toward animals who are not adopted by saying that it takes in feral cat colonies with diseases such as feline AIDS[image: External link] and leukemia[image: External link], stray dogs, litters of parvo[image: External link]-infected puppies, and backyard dogs and says that it would be unrealistic to follow a no-kill policy in such instances.[101] PETA offers free euthanasia services to counties that kill unwanted animals via gassing or shooting—the group recommends the use of an intravenous injection of sodium pentobarbital[image: External link] if administered by a trained professional and for severely ill or dying animals when euthanasia at a veterinarian is unaffordable.[102] The group recommends not breeding pit bulls and supports euthanasia in certain situations for animals in shelters: for example, for those living for long periods in cramped cages.[103]

PETA's operation of an animal shelter has drawn criticism. In 2008, industry lobby group, the Center for Consumer Freedom[image: External link] (CCF) formally petitioned VDACS, requesting official reclassification of PETA as a slaughterhouse[image: External link]. CCF said in a press release that "(a)n official report filed by PETA itself shows that the animal rights group put to death nearly every dog, cat, and other pet it took in for adoption in 2006."[104] A spokesperson for the VDACS said that it had considered changing PETA's status from "shelter" to "euthanasia clinic", citing PETA's willingness to handle animals that other shelters would not.[105]

PETA has promoted legal initiatives to enforce existing euthanasia laws. In 1990, Georgia's Humane Euthanasia Act became one of the first laws in the nation to mandate intravenous injection of sodium pentobarbital as the prescribed method for euthanizing cats and dogs[image: External link] in Georgia animal shelters. Prior to that time, gas chambers[image: External link] and other means were commonly employed. Georgia Agriculture Commissioner Tommy Irvin[image: External link] was tasked with licensing the shelters and enforcing the new law, through the Department's Animal Protection Division. However, Commissioner Irvin failed to abide by the terms of the law,[106][107] and instead continued to license gas chambers. PETA contacted the author of the original legislation, and in March 2007, the Georgia Department of Agriculture and Commissioner Irvin were sued by former State Representative Chesley V. Morton[image: External link].[108] The Fulton County Superior Court ruled in favor of the plaintiffs,[109] validating the terms of the Humane Euthanasia Act, with an injunction prohibiting the Department from issuing licenses to shelters using gas chambers in violation of the Act. When the Department continued to license a gas chamber in Cobb County[image: External link], a second court action was brought, which resulted in the Department being held in contempt[image: External link].[110][111]
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 Legal proceedings




Two PETA employees were acquitted in 2007 of animal cruelty after at least 80 euthanized animals were left in dumpsters in a shopping center in Ahoskie over the course of a month in 2005; the two employees were seen leaving behind 18 dead animals, and 13 more were found inside their van. The animals had been euthanized after being removed from shelters in Northampton and Bertie counties. A Bertie County Deputy Sheriff stated the two employees assured the Bertie Animal Shelter "they were picking up the dogs to take them back to Norfolk where they would find them good homes".[112][113] During the trial, Daphna Nachminovitch, the supervisor of PETA's Community Animal Project, said PETA began euthanizing animals in some rural North Carolina shelters after it found the shelters killing animals in ways PETA considers inhumane, including by shooting them. She also stated that the dumping of animals did not follow PETA policy.[114][115]

In November 2014 a resident of Accomack County, Virginia produced video evidence that two intruders in a van marked with a PETA logo had entered his property and stolen his dog, which was then killed. He reported the theft and killing to the police, who identified and charged two PETA workers, but the charges were later dropped by the commonwealth attorney on the grounds that it was not possible to prove criminal intent.[116] The state later determined that PETA violated state law by failing to ensure that the animal was properly identified and failing to keep the dog alive for five days before killing it. Citing a "severity of this lapse in judgment," the Department of Agriculture and Consumer Services issued PETA a violation and imposed a $500 fine.[117]
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 Video games




Main article: PETA satirical browser games[image: External link]


PETA has also produced various Flash games[image: External link] showcasing its campaigns, including parodies of Cooking Mama[image: External link],[118] Super Mario Bros.[image: External link],[119] Super Meat Boy[image: External link],[120] and Pokémon[image: External link],[121] in order to spread its message on animal welfare[image: External link], vegetarianism[image: External link] and veganism[image: External link].

One of the group's first notable satirical games, called Super Chick Sisters, parodying Super Mario Bros[image: External link], was released on December 2007,[122] in order to spread its idea of Kentucky Fried Cruelty[image: External link].[122][clarification needed[image: External link]] Within the game, KFC and especially Colonel Sanders[image: External link] is portrayed as evil and self-serving.[122] The sequel, New Super Chick Sisters, featuring McDonald's and Ronald McDonald[image: External link] as the villain, was released on December 2009,[123][124][125] in criticism of how McDonald's McNuggets[image: External link] were made.[126] PETA claims that McDonald's chickens have been treated poorly and said, "There is a less cruel method of slaughter available today that would eliminate these abuses, yet McDonald's refuses to require its U.S. and Canadian suppliers to switch to it."[126]

In November 2011, another satirical game was released featuring a skinned tanuki[image: External link] chasing Mario[image: External link] to reclaim its fur from him. This was widely criticized as "absurd and unresearched" by the gaming community, prompting PETA to explain that it was a tongue-in-cheek effort to draw attention to the real-life issue of tanuki being skinned alive.[127][128][129]

Not all critical response to the games has been unfavorable. Mike Fahey of Kotaku[image: External link] opined that New Super Chick Sisters "manages to be a rather capable little platformer despite its heavy-handed message."[130] Nikole Zivalich of G4TV[image: External link] called Super Tofu Boy "actually a pretty good time waster" and, as she is a vegetarian, claimed to be "on Team Tofu."[131] Overall, Mike Splechta from GameZone[image: External link] stated that "some are a little less flattering than others, but they do tend to get their point across." He also called Cage Fight "kickass", praising its gameplay and chiptune[image: External link] soundtrack, and encouraged readers to play it.[132]

In some cases, the creators of the original games have responded to PETA's parodies. Such responses included Super Meat Boy developer Team Meat adding Tofu Boy as a playable character in a Super Meat Boy update,[131] Majesco responding to Cooking Mama: Mama Kills Animals about the false information about the game characters' behaviour,[133] and Nintendo criticizing abuse of its intellectual property with PETA's Pokémon Black & Blue game.[134]
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 Person of the year




Each year, PETA selects a "Person of the Year" who has helped advance the cause of animal rights. In 2015, as Time magazine reported, the group selected Pope Francis[image: External link], who took his name from the patron saint of animals, St. Francis of Assisi[image: External link]. Ingrid Newkirk noted, "With more than a billion Catholics worldwide, Pope Francis' animal-friendly teachings have a massive audience." Previous PETA persons of the year include Bill Clinton[image: External link], Oprah Winfrey[image: External link], Russell Simmons[image: External link], and Ricky Gervais.[135]
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 Positions
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 Direct action and the ALF




Further information: Animal Liberation Front[image: External link]


Newkirk is outspoken in her support of direct action[image: External link], writing that no movement for social change has ever succeeded without what she calls the militarism component: "Thinkers may prepare revolutions," she wrote of the ALF in 2004, "but bandits must carry them out."[136]



	“
	Not until black demonstrators resorted to violence did the national government work seriously for civil rights legislation ... In 1850 white abolitionists, having given up on peaceful means, began to encourage and engage in actions that disrupted plantation operations and liberated slaves. Was that all wrong?



—Ingrid Newkirk, 2004[136]

	”



	




In 2004 The Observer described what it called a network of relationships between apparently unconnected animal rights groups on both sides of the Atlantic, writing that, with assets of $6.5 million, and with the PETA Foundation holding further assets of $15 million, PETA funds a number of activists and groups—some with links to militant groups, including the ALF, which the FBI has named as a domestic terrorist threat. American writer Don Liddick writes that PETA gave $1,500 to the Earth Liberation Front in 2001—Newkirk said the donation was a mistake, and that the money had been intended for public education about destruction of habitat, but Liddick writes that it went to the legal defense of Craig Rosebraugh[image: External link], an ELF spokesman. That same year, according to The Observer, PETA gave a $5,000 grant to American animal rights activist Josh Harper, an advocate of arson.[137]

According to Liddick, PETA has substantial links with Native American ALF activist Rod Coronado[image: External link]. He alleges that two Federal Express packages were sent to an address in Bethesda, Maryland[image: External link], before and after a 1992 fire at Michigan State University that Coronado was convicted of setting, reportedly as part of "Operation Bite Back", a series of ALF attacks on American animal testing facilities in the 1990s. The first package was picked up by a PETA employee, Maria Blanton, and the second intercepted by the authorities, who identified the handwriting as Coronado's. Liddick writes that the package contained documents removed from the university and a videotape of one of the perpetrators. When they searched Blanton's home, police found some of the paraphernalia of animal liberation raids, including code names for Coronado and Alex Pacheco—PETA's co-founder—burglary tools, two-way radios, and fake identification. Liddick also writes that PETA gave Coronado $45,000 for his legal bills and another $25,000 to his father.[138]

Newkirk is a strong supporter of direct action that removes animals from laboratories and other facilities—she told The Los Angeles Times in 1992 that when she hears of anyone walking into a lab and walking out with animals, her heart sings.[12] Newkirk commented to the Chronicle of Higher Education in 1999, "When you see the resistance to basic humane treatment and to the acknowledgment of animals' social needs, I find it small wonder that the laboratories aren't all burning to the ground. If I had more guts, I'd light a match."[139]

In an interview for Wikinews[image: External link] (a sister project of Wikipedia[image: External link] which is a news website) in 2007, she said she had been asked by other animal protection groups to condemn illegal acts. "And I won't do it, because if it were my animal I'd be happy." But she added that she does not support arson. "I would rather that these buildings weren't standing, and so I think at some level I understand. I just don't like the idea of that, but maybe that's wishy-washy of me, because I don't want those buildings standing if they hurt anyone ... Why would you preserve [a building] just so someone can make a profit by continuing to hurt and kill individuals who feel every bit as much as we do?"[140]
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 Neutering, backyard dogs, working animals, and pets




PETA runs several programs though its Community Animal Project for cats and dogs in poorer areas of Virginia, near its headquarters.[141] In 2014 the group sterilized 10,950 cats and dogs, including 851 pit bulls and 584 feral cats, at a discounted rate or free of charge.[142] PETA also shelters neglected dogs and cats who are ill and injured, pursues cruelty cases, and sets up doghouses with straw bedding for dogs chained outside all winter. It supplied 340 doghouses, 1,000 bales of straw, and 2,500 dog toys in 2013.[143] The group urges population control through neutering and adoption from shelters and campaigns against organizations such as the American Kennel Club[image: External link] that promote the selection of purebred breeds.[144]

PETA takes the following position on dogs and cats:


In a perfect world, animals would be free to live their lives to the fullest, raising their young and following their natural instincts in their native environments. Domesticated dogs and cats, however, cannot live 'free' in our concrete jungles, so we are responsible for their care. People with the time, money, love, and patience to make a lifetime commitment to an animal can make an enormous difference by adopting an animal from a shelter or rescuing an animal from a perilous life on the streets."[145]



Newkirk has stated that she doesn't use the word "pet," preferring the term "companion animal," and described PETA's vision:


For one thing, we would no longer allow breeding. People could not create different breeds. There would be no pet shops. If people had companion animals in their homes, those animals would have to be refugees from the animal shelters and the streets. You would have a protective relationship with them just as you would with an orphaned child. But as the surplus of cats and dogs (artificially engineered by centuries of forced breeding) declined, eventually companion animals would be phased out, and we would return to a more symbiotic relationship—enjoyment at a distance.[146]



PETA writes that millions of dogs spend their lives chained outside in all weather conditions or locked up in chain-link pens and wire cages in puppy mills, and that even in good homes animals are often not well cared for. They would like to see the population of dogs and cats reduced through spaying and neutering, and for people never to purchase animals from pet shops or breeders, but to adopt them from shelters instead.[147] PETA supports hearing dog[image: External link] programs where animals are taken from shelters and placed in appropriate homes, but does not endorse seeing-eye-dog[image: External link] programs because, according to one of their Vice Presidents, "the dogs are bred as if there are no equally intelligent dogs literally dying for homes in shelters."[148] PETA also opposes the keeping of fish in aquarium tanks[image: External link], suggesting that people view computer videos of fish instead.[149]
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 Animal testing




Further information: Animal testing[image: External link]


PETA opposes animal testing—whether toxicity testing, basic or applied research, or for education and training—on both moral and practical grounds. Newkirk told the Vogue[image: External link] magazine in 1989 that even if animal testing resulted in a cure for AIDS, PETA would oppose it.[150] The group also believes that it is wasteful, unreliable, and irrelevant to human health, because artificially induced diseases in animals are not identical to human diseases. They say that animal experiments are frequently redundant and lack accountability, oversight, and regulation. They promote alternatives, including embryonic stem cell[image: External link] research and in vitro[image: External link] cell research.[151] PETA employees have themselves volunteered for human testing of vaccines; Scott Van Valkenburg, the group's Director of Major Gifts, said in 1999 that he had volunteered for human testing of HIV vaccines.[152]


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Clothing




PETA opposes the use of animals for producing clothing made with fur, leather, wool, or silk.[153] It also opposes the use of down from birds and the use of silk from silkworms or spiders.[154] The group notes on its website: "Every year, millions of animals are killed for the clothing industry—all in the name of fashion. Whether the clothes come from Chinese fur farms, Indian slaughterhouses, or the Australian outback, an immeasurable amount of suffering goes into every fur-trimmed jacket, leather belt, and wool sweater."[155] The group's ongoing campaigns against the use of animals for clothing include "Ink, Not Mink," which highlights images of celebrities with tattoos, including Brandon Flowers[image: External link] of the San Diego Chargers[image: External link] and many others.[156]
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 Autism and dairy products controversy




According to ScienceBasedMedicine.org, PETA has "a history of (as the old saying goes) using science as a drunk uses a lamppost – for support rather than illumination. In that way they are typical of ideological groups. They have an agenda, they are very open about their beliefs, and they marshal whatever arguments they can in order to promote their point of view."[157]

PETA claims on its website that "scientific studies have shown that many autistic[image: External link] kids improve dramatically when put on a diet free of dairy foods."[158]

Studies such as these have been around for decades and are mainly centered around the concept that behavioral differences between people with autism and neurotypicals[image: External link] may be observed through a gluten-free diet[image: External link].[157] According to ScienceBasedMedicine.org:


Behavior in children, especially those with the challenge of autism, can be unpredictable. Unpredictable and variable symptoms lend themselves to confirmation bias, with a strong tendency to lead to the anecdotal experience that whatever is being looked for is real. For example, many parents believe that sugar makes their children hyperactive, when this is simply not true. [...] The evidence for any effect on behavior is weak and likely not real. There is also no credible evidence to suggest that casein plays a causal role in autism. The evidence is overwhelming that autism is a genetic disorder. [...] This is clearly, in my opinion, a campaign of fear mongering based upon a gross distortion of the scientific evidence. The purpose is to advocate for a vegan diet, which fits their ideological agenda. They are likely aware that it is easier to spread fears than to reassure with a careful analysis of the scientific evidence.[157]



Even though the website cites studies, these studies are outdated, vague, relied on a very small sample size[image: External link] of children, were single-blind tests (which can be heavily influenced by an experimenter's bias[image: External link]), and conflated correlation with causation[image: External link]. The billboards put up by PETA promoting this research have also been considered offensive by many autistic individuals.[159]
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 Wildlife conservation personalities




PETA is critical of television personalities they call self-professed wildlife warriors, arguing that while a conservationist message is getting across, some of the actions are harmful to animals, such as invading animals' homes, netting them, subjecting them to stressful environments, and wrestling with them—often involving young animals the group says should be with their mothers.[161] In 2006 when Steve Irwin[image: External link] died, PETA's vice-president Dan Mathews[image: External link] said Irwin had made a career out of antagonizing frightened wild animals.[160] Australian Member of Parliament Bruce Scott[image: External link] said PETA should apologize to Irwin's family and the rest of Australia.[162]
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 PETA Asia-Pacific




PETA Asia-Pacific was founded by Ingrid Newkirk in Hong Kong[image: External link] in 2005 to support animal rights programs and campaigns in Asia. Jason Baker, a former staff member of PETA who was involved in setting up PETA India and PETA Australia, is PETA Asia-Pacific's first director. Its offices are in Hong Kong and Manila[image: External link]. It works through public education, animal cruelty investigations, research, animal rescue, legislation, special events, celebrity involvement, and protest campaigns. Its campaigns cover countries including China[image: External link], Japan[image: External link], Malaysia[image: External link], and South Korea[image: External link].[163]


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Vegetarian/vegan/factory farming




PETA Asia-Pacific promotes vegetarian and vegan diets through three specific campaigns: education about the benefits of a vegetarian diet,[164] demonstrations and celebrity involvement against fast food outlets,[165] and undercover investigations of animals used for live transport and traditional religious slaughter. The organization has also used the PETA Lettuce Ladies in local demonstrations.[166] PETA Asia-Pacific regularly demonstrates against KFC outlets to promote better treatment of chickens used by the company.[167]
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 Anti-fur




PETA Asia-Pacific supports the PETA campaign "I'd Rather Go Naked Than Wear Fur," in which celebrities appear nude to express their opposition to wearing fur.[168] The group also stages anti-fur events to publicize their opposition to fur.[169] PETA Asia-Pacific has been involved in several undercover investigations of fur farms in China.[170]
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 Animals used for entertainment




The group regularly protests the use of animals in entertainment, including circuses. These demonstrations are specific to the area, including anti-bull riding,[171] not keeping wild animals in chains,[172] and stopping human–animal wrestling matches.[173]
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 Other campaigns




PETA Asia Pacific also coordinates protests against other uses of animals which it believes are abusive, including rats, which it seeks to improve the treatment of,[174] and also advocates for improvements for companion animals.[175] In 2016, PETA Asia Pacific shocked customers with a fake pop-up shop in Bangkok called The Leather Work, which seemed to specialize in "luxury" leather bags, shoes, and other clothing and accessories. Inside the items, though, were what appeared to be the gory flesh, sinews, beating hearts, and blood of animals slaughtered for such items. According to the Asian Correspondent, the stunt caused shoppers to jump back and gasp in horror. PETA claims "to have found workers in crocodile farms 'sawing open reptile's necks while the animals are still alive'" and that "snakes and lizards are cruelly 'nailed to trees' or 'decapitated' before being 'skinned alive.'"[176]
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 PETA India




PETA India, based in Mumbai[image: External link], was founded in January 2000. According to the group's website, it focuses principally on "investigative work, public education efforts, research, animal rescues, legislative work, special events, celebrity involvement and national media coverage."[177]

The group has launched investigations of jallikattu[image: External link] events,[178] circuses that use animals in performances,[179] and filthy horse stables in Mumbai,[180] among others. The investigation of 16 circuses in India over a nine-month period "revealed that animals used in circuses were subjected to chronic confinement, physical abuse, and psychological torment" and also led the Animal Welfare Board of India[image: External link] to "ban registration of elephants for performance in view of the cruelties and abuse suffered by them."[181]

In 2015, with support from celebrities such as Paul McCartney[image: External link] and Pamela Anderson[image: External link], PETA India rescued a 14-year-old male elephant named Sunder, who had been kept captive in chains "at a temple in the Kolhapur district of Maharashtra for seven years." Sunder was transferred to Bannerghatta Biological Park[image: External link], a forested sanctuary, where he can roam freely in the company of other elephants.[182]

Indian celebrities who have collaborated with PETA India include Shahid Kapoor[image: External link], Hema Malini[image: External link], and Raveena Tandon[image: External link], among many others.[183]


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Animal Rahat




PETA India is affiliated with Animal Rahat ("Rahat" means "relief"), a nonprofit organization that "was created to make a difference in the lives of working bullocks, donkeys, ponies, horses, and other animals." It's located in the sugar-mill district of Sangli[image: External link], India, and is dedicated to providing "free aid to bullocks who work in sugar mills, donkeys who are used in the brick kilns, horses who pull carts, and other working animals" as well as helping "animals' owners, who are often too poor to afford the sustenance necessary to maintain animals' health and strength, pay for veterinary care in times of illness and injury, or give their animals time for rest and recuperation."[184] The group, which began its work in 2011, "has worked to ensure that over 7,000 bullocks primarily employed in Maharashtra's sugar factories were replaced by mini-tractors."[185]
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 Controversy





	Jallikattu ban[image: External link]
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 Domain name disputes




Main article: People for the Ethical Treatment of Animals v. Doughney[image: External link]


In February 1995, a parody[image: External link] website calling itself "People Eating Tasty Animals" registered the domain name[image: External link] "peta.org". PETA sued, claiming trademark[image: External link] violation, and won the suit in 2001; the domain is currently owned by PETA.[186] While still engaged in legal proceedings over "peta.org", PETA themselves registered the domains "ringlingbrothers.com" and "voguemagazine.com", using the sites to accuse Ringling Brothers and Barnum & Bailey Circus[image: External link] and Vogue[image: External link] of animal cruelty. PETA later surrendered the domains under threat of similar legal action over trademark infringement.[187][188]
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 Position within the animal rights movement




Further information: Animal rights movement[image: External link]


Robert Garner[image: External link] of the University of Leicester writes that Newkirk and Pacheco are the leading exporters of animal rights to the more moderate groups in the United States—both members of an animal rights elite that he argues has shaken up the animal rights movement, setting up new groups and radicalizing old ones.[189]

Philanthropedia[image: External link] says of the group: "A very controversial organization, PETA is known for bringing into public view the plight of animals of many different kinds. They have brought many issues to the front of people's consciousness about inhumane treatment of animals even though many experts find their marketing and communication tactics a bit extreme at times." The site's summary of expert opinion on the organization's strengths is as follows: "PETA is highly visible, consistent, and well organized. According to experts, they are very tightly focused on their mission and they are able to generate media attention to the cause."[190]

Specific experts consulted by Philanthropedia, including academics and senior staff members of other nonprofits, made the following observations about the group's position within the animal rights movement:


	"PETA is not afraid to tackle any kind of animal abuse issue. They often start working on something well in advance of other organizations, take the 'heat' for others for years while educating people about the thing they're exposing. Then eventually, once a critical mass understands about the issue, it becomes 'mainstream'. I've seen this happen on a number of issues over the years, including fur, vegetarianism, animal research, wool, leather, etc."

	"Students name PETA more than any other organization concerning which group influenced them to make positive personal changes and also be activists."

	"PETA regularly convinces companies to replace their animal testing with non-animal alternatives as well as helping animals who are found living in cruel conditions in the pet and other industries. Their high profile campaigns result in many people becoming vegetarian and vegan."

	"They have brought many issues to the front of people's consciousness about inhumane treatment of animals even though sometimes the way it is done is a little overboard. They have moved the bar from what was considered unthinkable 25 years ago (e.g., humane treatment of laboratory animals) to being considered normal and expected."

	"I don't think one can talk about the animal movement without mentioning PETA. They put the issue ON the map. Whether agreeing or disagreeing with their tactics, [there] is no denying that they are probably one of, if not the, most-well known animal group. And if taken outside the animal movement, that they are a well-known 'brand' in general. That is an amazing impact for a so-called 'fringe' issue."

	"Without PETA, the number of people who have even HEARD of animal rights/welfare/protection would be reduced by at least half, in my best guestimate."[191]




Despite the group's successes, there has been criticism of PETA from both the conservative and radical ends of the animal rights movement. Michael Specter writes that it provides for groups such as the Humane Society of the United States[image: External link] the same dynamic that Malcolm X[image: External link] provided for Martin Luther King[image: External link], or Andrea Dworkin[image: External link] for Gloria Steinem[image: External link]—someone radical to alienate the mainstream and make moderate voices more appealing.[11] The failure to condemn the Animal Liberation Front[image: External link] triggers complaints from the conservatives, while the more radical activists say the group has lost touch with its grassroots, is soft on the idea of animal rights, and that it should stop the media stunts, the pie-throwing, and the use of nudity. "It's hard enough trying to get people to take animal rights seriously without PETA out there acting like a bunch of jerks," one activist told writer Norm Phelps. However, Phelps continued: "But it's hard to argue with success, and PETA is far and away the most successful cutting-edge animal rights organization in the world, in terms of both membership and spreading the animal rights message to the public at large."[192]

The ads featuring barely clad or naked women have been criticized by some feminist animal rights advocates. When Ronald Reagan[image: External link]'s daughter Patti Davis[image: External link] posed naked for Playboy, donating half her $100,000 fee to PETA, the group issued a press release saying Davis "turns the other cheek in an eye-opening spread," then announced she had been photographed naked with Hugh Hefner[image: External link]'s dog for an anti-fur ad. In 1995, PETA formed a partnership with Playboy to promote human organ donation, with the caption "Some People Need You Inside Them" on a photograph of Hefner's wife.[193] The long-standing campaign, "I'd rather go naked than wear fur," in which celebrities and supermodels strip for the camera, generated particular concern.[194]

Newkirk has replied to the criticism that no one is being exploited, the women taking part are volunteers, and if sexual attraction advances the cause of animals, she is unapologetic.[192] Asked in 2007 how she feels when criticized from within the movement, she said: "Somebody has to push the envelope. If you say something that someone already agrees with, then what's the point, and so we make some more conservative animal protection organizations uncomfortable; they don't want to be associated with us because it will be embarrassing for them, and I understand that. Our own members write to us sometimes and say, 'Oh why did you do this? I don't want anyone to know I'm a PETA member.'"[140]



	“
	If anybody wonders 'what's this with all these reforms?', you can hear us clearly. Our goal is total animal liberation, and the day when everyone believes that animals are not ours to eat, not ours to wear, not ours to experiment [on], and not ours for entertainment or any other exploitive purpose.



—Ingrid Newkirk, 2002[195]

	”



	




Gary Francione[image: External link], professor of law at Rutgers School of Law-Newark, argues that PETA is not an animal rights group—and further that there is no animal rights movement in the United States—because of their willingness to work with industries that use animals to achieve incremental change. This makes them an animal welfare group, in Francione's view: what he calls the new welfarists. A proponent of abolitionism[image: External link], Francione argues that PETA is trivializing the movement with what he calls the "Three Stooges" theory of animal rights, making the public think progress is underway when the changes are only cosmetic.[196]

However, like Francione, PETA describes itself as abolitionist.[11] Newkirk told an animal rights conference in 2002 that PETA's goal remains animal liberation: "Reforms move a society very importantly from A to B, from B to C, from C to D. It's very hard to take a nation or a world that is built on seeing animals as nothing more than hamburgers, handbags, cheap burglar alarms, tools for research, and move them from A to Z ..."[195]

Francione has also criticized PETA for having caused grassroots animal rights groups to close, groups that he argues were essential for the survival of the animal rights movement, which rejects the centrality of corporate animal charities. Francione writes that PETA initially set up independent chapters around the United States, but closed them in favor of a top-down, centralized organization, which not only consolidated decision-making power, but centralized donations too. Now, local animal rights donations go to PETA, rather than to a local group.[197] Some members of the animal-rights movement have responded that Francione's position with respect to groups engaged in actual fieldwork is unnecessarily divisive and hurts animal advocacy.[198]
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 See also





	Animal euthanasia[image: External link]

	Direct Action Everywhere[image: External link]

	Kentucky Fried Cruelty[image: External link]

	Women and animal advocacy[image: External link]

	Penn & Teller: Bullshit! (2004) Episode 1 of Season 2 - "P.E.T.A."[image: External link]

	Your Mommy Kills Animals (2007 documentary film)[image: External link]






	International Vegetarian Union[image: External link]

	European Vegetarian Union[image: External link]

	Mercy for Animals[image: External link]
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Invisible Children, Inc.






Invisible Children, Inc. is an organization founded in 2004 to increase awareness of the activities of the Lord's Resistance Army (LRA) in Central Africa[image: External link], and its leader, Joseph Kony[image: External link]. Specifically, the group seeks to put an end to the practices of the LRA which include abductions and abuse of children, and forcing them to serve as soldiers[image: External link]. To this end, Invisible Children urges the United States government to take military action in the central region of Africa. Invisible Children also operates as a charitable organization, soliciting donations and selling merchandise to raise money for its cause. The organization promotes its cause by dispensing films on the internet and presenting in high schools and colleges around the United States.

When the organization was founded, the LRA was active in Uganda. The rebel group left Uganda in 2006 and continues to operate in the Democratic Republic of Congo[image: External link], the Central African Republic[image: External link], and South Sudan[image: External link]. Invisible Children advocated for the passing of the Lord's Resistance Army Disarmament and Northern Uganda Recovery Act[image: External link], a piece of legislation which led to the deployment of 100 combat-equipped, US soldiers to the region for the purpose of advising the local forces in tracking, and capturing, Joseph Kony. The United Nations[image: External link] Security Council met in November of that year to discuss the LRA. Internationally, journalists began to seek more information about the conditions in Central Africa at that time.

The group has received both praise and criticism for its methods. The organization's films have won several awards, while the group's use of funds, projection of facts, and support of the SPLA[image: External link] and the Ugandan Army[image: External link] have come into question as these two groups have been known to commit similar atrocities to those blamed on the LRA. In March 2012, Invisible Children began an internet video campaign called Kony 2012[image: External link], the purpose being to promote the charity's 'Stop Kony' movement to make indicted Ugandan war criminal Joseph Kony internationally known in order to arrest him in 2012.[3] Foreign Policy[image: External link] in 2017 reported that Invisible Children had become closely connected with military operations including intelligence gathering.[4]
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 Background




In 1985, Ugandan dictator, Apolo Milton Obote[image: External link] (December 28, 1925 – October 10, 2005) was overthrown by his own military commanders. Although he was from the Lango[image: External link] ethnic group, the soldiers who made up his army were primarily from the Acholi[image: External link] region, in northern Uganda. He was replaced with Tito Okello[image: External link] (1914–1996), the president of Uganda[image: External link] who was Acholi. Okello was deposed in 1986 and the leader of the National Resistance Army[image: External link], Yoweri Museveni[image: External link] became president, after questionable elections.[5] The Acholi were resistant to the authority of the new president who "launched a brutal search and destroy mission against former government soldiers throughout the north, which swept up many ordinary Acholi in its wake.[5]

Several resistance groups emerged and most were put down, but the LRA survived. In the early 2000s media attention was drawn to the region when thousands of children affected by the LRA activities, took refuge in Gulu, Uganda[image: External link]. The government of Uganda forced the Acholi into "what were effectively concentration camps".[6] These camps were overwhelmed with disease and the inhabitants were not able to continue farming.[5]

The attention the conditions in Uganda received revealed that over the previous 20 years the LRA was kidnapping children and using them as kadogo (child soldiers). This was a practice that the Museveni government had also used. In 2005, an arrest warrant was put out for Joseph Kony by the International Criminal Court[image: External link] "for crimes against humanity and war crimes".[5]

After failed peace negotiations with the Ugandan government in 2006, the LRA left Uganda retreating to southern Sudan, the Democratic Republic of Congo, and the Central African Republic, where they continued to "wreak havoc".[5] In May 2010, President[image: External link] Barack Obama[image: External link] signed the "Lord's Resistance Army Disarmament and Northern Uganda Recovery Act". This law led to the deployment of U.S. Troops in the region in October, 2011. Shortly thereafter the United Nations Security Council met to discuss the LRA. Internationally, journalists set out to inform themselves about the conditions in the region.[6]
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 History




With the intent to film a documentary about the War in Darfur[image: External link], college students, Jason Russell[image: External link], Bobby Bailey and Laren Poole traveled to Africa in 2003.[7] Russell had recently graduated from film school at the University of Southern California[image: External link], and after witnessing gunmen shoot at the truck in front of him while driving in northern Uganda, he discovered Joseph Kony and the Lord's Resistance Army.[8] After the incident, the group decided instead to focus on the civil war affecting the region. After returning home to the United States, the group created a documentary entitled Invisible Children: The Rough Cut[image: External link], which aims to expose the plight of child soldiers and night commuters of northern Uganda.[9] The film was originally shown to the group's friends and family, but eventually reached millions of people.[9] The three men believed that the world was unaware of the conditions in Uganda and the plight of the children they met there.

The young men set out on a mission to expose what they had witnessed in Uganda, showing screenings of their film at hundreds of high schools, colleges and churches throughout the United States.[10] In 2004 the group founded Invisible Children, Inc as a non-profit charitable organization.[7] They solicit donations and sell merchandize, such as bracelets, T-shirts and posters, to raise money for their cause.[11] The money they raise is used, in part, to produce awareness films, and for humanitarian aid to northern Uganda.[12]

In April 2007, the group organized an event called "Displace Me", in which 67,000 activists throughout the United States slept in the streets in makeshift cardboard villages, hoping to raise awareness about those displaced by the Ugandan government.[13] Later in 2007, American rock band Fall Out Boy[image: External link] filmed a music video for the song "I'm Like a Lawyer with the Way I'm Always Trying to Get You Off (Me & You)[image: External link]" in Uganda after hearing of the organization's cause.[14] Fall Out Boy originally intended to create a documentary-style film, but decided to focus on a love story between two Ugandan children, opining that the treatment "seemed a lot more dangerous and compelling. I mean, have you ever seen a love story between Ugandan people — especially with a rock band — on 'TRL'?"[14] Invisible Children co-founder Bobby Bailey referred to the video as "groundbreaking".[14]

Although the LRA left Uganda in 2006 after failed peace negotiations with the government, in March 2012, Invisible Children, Inc. continued to create new awareness programs. In May 2010, President Barack Obama[image: External link] signed the "Lord's Resistance Army Disarmament and Northern Uganda Recovery Act". Invisible Children was one of the advocacy groups that influenced the passing of the bill.[12] Representatives of Invisible Children and other groups were present in the Oval Office when the President Barack Obama signed the law. The President told the people in attendance "We have seen your reporting, your websites, your blogs, and your video postcards—you have made the plight of the children visible to us all."[12]

In March 2012, Invisible Children began an internet video campaign called Kony 2012[image: External link].[5] The premise of the campaign was to heighten awareness of the actions of Kony and the LRA in order to put further pressure on the U.S. government to intervene militarily in Central Africa. The campaign focused on "making Kony famous" in order to awaken people to his crimes and the pressure the government into military actions.[15] The production value of the film was praised and it was suggested that the methodology used would be a trend in activism in the future.[12] The video went viral, reaching more than 40 million views in three days after being tweeted[image: External link] by celebrities such as Rihanna[image: External link], Oprah Winfrey[image: External link], and Ryan Seacrest[image: External link].[16] Immediately following the release and success of the internet films in the Kony 2012 program, criticism of the organization's activities and finances surfaced.[12]
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 Criticism




In an article analyzing why the Obama administration sent U.S. troops to Central Africa in October, 2011, the Council on Foreign Relations[image: External link] (C.F.R.) criticized groups like Invisible Children for "manipulat[ing] facts for strategic purposes, exaggerating the scale of LRA abductions and murders".[6] Resolve, one of Invisible Children's partner organizations addressed the Council on Foreign Relations' accusation as a "serious charge...published with no accompanying substantiation."[17] Jedidiah Jenkins, the director of idea development for Invisible Children, asserted that the numbers of child abductions the charity uses "are often the same numbers as the ones used by Human Rights Watch[image: External link] and the United Nations[image: External link]".[18]

The C.F.R. article went on to say that organizations such as Invisible Children "rarely refer to the Ugandan atrocities or those of Sudan's People's Liberation Army."[6] These thoughts were echoed in the Huffington Post[image: External link] by Michael Deibert[image: External link], author of Democratic Republic of Congo: Between Hope and Despair. Deibert further explained that the Ugandan government itself used child soldiers to gain power.[5] The Washington Post[image: External link] brought up criticism of the organization for its role in the passing of the Lord's Resistance Army Disarmament and Northern Uganda Recovery Act. The law was designed to help bring peace and stability to the region, however, according to the article "Critics say it has strengthened the hand of the Ugandan president, whose security forces have a human rights abuse record of their own".[18] In response, Jenkins said, "If we had the purity to say we will not partner with anyone corrupt, we couldn't partner with anyone."[18]

The organization has been criticized for oversimplifying a complex and multi-faceted issue. Of major concern is that US troops are already deployed in an operation that should be secret. The attention that is being brought the region now may actually do harm. It is assumed that Joseph Kabila[image: External link], the President of the Congo, would not respond favorably to foreign troops crossing his borders. For this reason, the attention that the Kony 2012 film is bringing could incite violence. "If you want to catch Kony, I can't think of a dumber thing to do,"[11] said Africa expert, Peter Pham. Following the release of the film Kony 2012, the group asserted that it hoped to explain the conflict in "an easily understandable format", with CEO Ben Keesey adding that "There are few times where problems are black and white. There's lots of complicated stuff in the world, but Joseph Kony and what he's doing is black and white."[19]

Scrutiny of the distribution of the organization's funds have also emerged, specifically due to information reported by charity watch group, Charity Navigator[image: External link]. Charity Navigator currently has Invisible Children rated three out of four stars overall (two out of four in the category of "financial" and four out of four in the category of "accountability and transparency").[20] Other critics claimed that the group spends most of the money they collect from their charity on staff salaries and "making films that attract much publicity, but don't do much to help people on the ground."[12] The organization responded to critiques of its spending by providing a breakdown of its finances on its website, which claimed that 80.46% of its money raised was spent on its "mission", with 16% going to administration and management costs.[11]

Another focus for criticism of the organization has been a photograph of the three founders holding weapons and posing with armed members of the SPLA.[21] Invisible Children responded on their website with founder Jason Russell[image: External link] explaining that it was a joke photo taken at the 2008 Juba Peace Talks in the Democratic Republic of Congo that would have been "funny to bring back to our friends and family".[22] Glenna Gordon, the photographer who took the picture, is not associated with the organization and was on assignment for the Associated Press[image: External link] at the time. Gordon explained the context of the photograph as the Invisible Children founders being bored at the stalled peace talks and deciding to have some fun posing with weapons and SPLA members. Gordon later published a story about what she saw as their questionable practices.[23]
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 Awards





	In 2007, Progressive Source Awards, awarded Invisible Children's TRI podcast as the Best Fundraising

	In 2008, Invisible Children was awarded the Human Security Award.[24]


	In 2008, Invisible Children was awarded the People's Voice Webby Award[image: External link].[25]


	In 2008, Invisible Children received an award from the American Advertising Federation[image: External link].

	In 2008, Invisible Children received one of the Summit Awards[image: External link], specifically in the category of Summit Creative Award, for its Schools for Schools website and its Displace Me website.[26]


	In 2009, in collaboration with Digitaria, Invisible Children received an award for The Rescue website from the Interactive Media Awards.[27]


	In 2009, Invisible Children was nominated for the Think Social Award.[citation needed[image: External link]]


	In 2010 and 2011, Invisible Children won the Stay Classy Award for Most Effective Awareness Campaign.[28]


	In 2011, The LRA Crisis Tracker (a joint project between Invisible Children, Resolve, and Digitaria) was awarded Best in Show at the 2011 MediaPost Creative Media Awards.[29]


	In 2013, Kony 2012 was awarded "Digital Campaign of the Year" under Interactive Awards at SXSW[image: External link] [30]
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 Filmography




The organization's founding was catalyzed by Invisible Children[image: External link], the documentary that the founders filmed and edited in 2003.



	Film
	Release
	Director(s)
	Bracelet Color



	Invisible Children: The Rough Cut[image: External link]
	2004
	Bobby Bailey
	N/A



	Innocent: The Story of a Night Commuter
	2005
	N/A
	White



	Grace: The Story of a Child Mother
	2006
	Danica Russell, Vanessa Contopulos, Noelle Jouglet, Katie Bradel
	Green



	Emmy: The Story of an Orphan
	2006
	Bobby Bailey
	Red



	Sunday: The Story of a Displaced Child
	2007
	Bobby Bailey
	Black



	Go
	2008
	Laren Poole
	N/A



	Roseline: The Story of an AIDS Victim
	2008
	Jason Russell
	Blue



	Together We Are Free
	2009
	Jason Russell
	N/A



	The Rescue
	2009
	Jason Russell
	Grey



	Tony
	2010
	Jason Russell
	Brown



	Kony 2012[image: External link]
	2012
	Jason Russell
	N/A
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Enough Project






The Enough Project is a Washington, D.C. based non-profit organization that was founded in 2007. The project was co-founded by the Center for American Progress[image: External link] and the International Crisis Group[image: External link] in 2007.[1] Its stated mission is to end genocide[image: External link] and crimes against humanity[image: External link]. The Enough Project conducts research in several conflict areas in Africa[image: External link] including Sudan[image: External link], South Sudan[image: External link], the Democratic Republic of the Congo, the Central African Republic[image: External link], and the areas controlled by the Lord's Resistance Army (LRA).[2] The Enough Project facilitates several campaigns and initiatives which work to bring attention to these crises, including The Sentry, Raise Hope for Congo, and the Satellite Sentinel Project[image: External link].[3][4] Its co-founders are John Prendergast[image: External link] and Gayle Smith[image: External link].[5]

In 2014, the Enough Project released a report on war lordism and the mines of the Congo. The report indicated that due to the economic pressure of a provision of the United States Dodd-Frank Financial Reform Act[image: External link], which required any company that might be using "conflict minerals[image: External link]" to register with the U.S. Securities and Exchange Commission[image: External link] and publish their supply chain, control over the mines had passed out of the hands of the warlords and local militias.[6]
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Chad






This article is about the country. For other uses, see Chad (disambiguation)[image: External link].

Coordinates[image: External link]: 15°N 19°E[image: External link]

Chad ( i[image: External link]/tSaed /[image: External link]; Arabic[image: External link]: تشاد‎‎ Tshād; French[image: External link]: Tchad pronounced:  [tʃa(d)][image: External link]), officially the Republic of Chad (Arabic: جمهورية تشاد‎‎ Jumhūrīyat Tshād; French: République du Tchad lit. "Republic of the Chad"), is a landlocked country[image: External link] in Central Africa[image: External link]. It is bordered by Libya[image: External link] to the north, Sudan[image: External link] to the east, the Central African Republic[image: External link] to the south, Cameroon[image: External link] and Nigeria[image: External link] to the southwest and Niger[image: External link] to the west. It is the fifth largest country in Africa in terms of area.

Chad has several regions: a desert[image: External link] zone in the north, an arid Sahelian[image: External link] belt in the centre and a more fertile Sudanian Savanna[image: External link] zone in the south. Lake Chad[image: External link], after which the country is named, is the largest wetland[image: External link] in Chad and the second-largest in Africa. The capital N'Djamena[image: External link] is the largest city[image: External link].

Chad's official languages are Arabic[image: External link] and French[image: External link]. Chad is home to over 200 different ethnic[image: External link] and linguistic groups[image: External link]. The religions of Chad are Islam (at 55%), followed by Christianity (at 40%).

Beginning in the 7th millennium BC, human populations moved into the Chadian basin in great numbers. By the end of the 1st millennium BC, a series of states and empires had risen and fallen in Chad's Sahelian strip, each focused on controlling the trans-Saharan trade[image: External link] routes that passed through the region. France conquered the territory by 1920 and incorporated it as part of French Equatorial Africa[image: External link]. In 1960, Chad obtained independence under the leadership of François Tombalbaye[image: External link]. Resentment towards his policies in the Muslim north culminated in the eruption of a long-lasting civil war[image: External link] in 1965. In 1979 the rebels[image: External link] conquered the capital and put an end to the south's hegemony. However, the rebel commanders fought amongst themselves until Hissène Habré[image: External link] defeated his rivals. He was overthrown in 1990 by his general Idriss Déby[image: External link]. Since 2003 the Darfur crisis[image: External link] in Sudan has spilt over the border and destabilised the nation[image: External link], with hundreds of thousands of Sudanese refugees[image: External link] living in and around camps in eastern Chad. Unsustainable high birth rates[image: External link] and a lack of agriculture let the country persist in poverty.

While many political parties are active, power lies firmly in the hands of President Déby and his political party, the Patriotic Salvation Movement[image: External link]. Chad remains plagued by political violence[image: External link] and recurrent attempted coups d'état[image: External link]. Chad is one of the poorest[image: External link] and most corrupt[image: External link] countries in the world; most inhabitants live in poverty as subsistence herders and farmers[image: External link]. Since 2003 crude oil[image: External link] has become the country's primary source of export earnings, superseding the traditional cotton[image: External link] industry.
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 History




Main article: History of Chad[image: External link]


In the 7th millennium BC, ecological conditions in the northern half of Chadian territory favored human settlement, and the region experienced a strong population increase. Some of the most important African archaeological[image: External link] sites are found in Chad, mainly in the Borkou-Ennedi-Tibesti Region[image: External link]; some date to earlier than 2000 BC.[7][8]

For more than 2,000 years, the Chadian Basin has been inhabited by agricultural and sedentary[image: External link] people. The region became a crossroads of civilizations. The earliest of these were the legendary Sao[image: External link], known from artifacts and oral histories. The Sao fell to the Kanem Empire[image: External link],[9][10] the first and longest-lasting of the empires that developed in Chad's Sahelian[image: External link] strip by the end of the 1st millennium AD. Two other states in the region, Baguirmi[image: External link] and Wadai Empire[image: External link] emerged in the 16th and 17th centuries. The power of Kanem and its successors was based on control of the trans-Saharan trade[image: External link] routes that passed through the region.[8] These states, at least tacitly Muslim[image: External link], never extended their control to the southern grasslands except to raid for slaves[image: External link].[11] In Kanem, about a third of the population were slaves.[12]

French colonial expansion[image: External link] led to the creation of the Territoire Militaire des Pays et Protectorats du Tchad in 1900. By 1920, France had secured full control of the colony and incorporated it as part of French Equatorial Africa[image: External link].[14] French rule in Chad[image: External link] was characterised by an absence of policies to unify the territory and sluggish modernisation compared to other French colonies.[15]

The French primarily viewed the colony as an unimportant source of untrained labour and raw cotton; France introduced large-scale cotton production in 1929. The colonial administration in Chad was critically understaffed and had to rely on the dregs of the French civil service. Only the Sara[image: External link] of the south was governed effectively; French presence in the Islamic north and east was nominal. The educational system was affected by this neglect.[8][15]

After World War II[image: External link], France granted Chad the status of overseas territory[image: External link] and its inhabitants the right to elect representatives to the French National Assembly[image: External link] and a Chadian assembly[image: External link]. The largest political party was the Chadian Progressive Party[image: External link] (PPT), based in the southern half of the colony. Chad was granted independence on 11 August 1960 with the PPT's leader, a Sara people[image: External link] François Tombalbaye[image: External link], as its first president[image: External link].[8][16][17]

Two years later, Tombalbaye banned opposition parties and established a one-party system. Tombalbaye's autocratic rule and insensitive mismanagement exacerbated interethnic tensions. In 1965 Muslims began a civil war[image: External link]. Tombalbaye was overthrown and killed[image: External link] in 1975,[18] but the insurgency continued. In 1979 the rebel factions conquered the capital, and all central authority in the country collapsed. Armed factions, many from the north's rebellion, contended for power.[19][20]

The disintegration of Chad caused the collapse of France's position in the country. Libya[image: External link] moved to fill the power vacuum and became involved in Chad's civil war[image: External link].[21] Libya's adventure ended in disaster[image: External link] in 1987; the French-supported president, Hissène Habré[image: External link], evoked a united response from Chadians of a kind never seen before[22] and forced the Libyan army off Chadian soil.[23]

Habré consolidated his dictatorship through a power system that relied on corruption and violence with thousands of people estimated to have been killed under his rule.[24][25] The president favoured his own Daza[image: External link] ethnic group and discriminated against his former allies, the Zaghawa[image: External link]. His general, Idriss Déby[image: External link], overthrew him in 1990.[26] Attempts to prosecute Habré led to his placement under house arrest in Senegal in 2005; in 2013, Habré was formally charged with war crimes committed during his rule.[27] In May 2016, he was found guilty of human-rights abuses, including rape, sexual slavery, and ordering the killing of 40,000 people, and sentenced to life in prison.

Déby attempted to reconcile the rebel groups and reintroduced multiparty politics. Chadians approved a new constitution[image: External link] by referendum[image: External link], and in 1996, Déby easily won a competitive presidential election[image: External link]. He won a second term[image: External link] five years later.[28] Oil[image: External link] exploitation began in Chad in 2003, bringing with it hopes that Chad would at last have some chances of peace and prosperity. Instead, internal dissent worsened, and a new civil war[image: External link] broke out. Déby unilaterally modified the constitution[image: External link] to remove the two-term limit on the presidency; this caused an uproar among the civil society and opposition parties.[29]

In 2006 Déby won a third mandate[image: External link] in elections that the opposition boycotted. Ethnic violence in eastern Chad has increased; the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees[image: External link] has warned that a genocide[image: External link] like that in Darfur[image: External link] may yet occur in Chad.[30] In 2006[image: External link] and in 2008[image: External link] rebel forces have attempted to take the capital by force, but have on both occasions failed.[31] An agreement for the restoration of harmony between Chad and Sudan, signed 15 January 2010, marked the end of a five-year war.[32] The fix in relations led to the Chadian rebels from Sudan returning home, the opening of the border between the two countries after seven years of closure, and the deployment of a joint force to secure the border. In May 2013, security forces in Chad foiled a coup against the President Idriss Deby[image: External link] that had been in preparation for several months.[33]

In 2016, former ruler Hissène Habré was sentenced to life in prison in Senegal for crimes against humanity.[34]
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 Geography, climate and environment




Main article: Geography of Chad[image: External link]


At 1,284,000 square kilometres (496,000 sq mi),[1] Chad is the world's 21st-largest country[image: External link]. It is slightly smaller than Peru[image: External link] and slightly larger than South Africa.[35][36] Chad is in north central Africa, lying between latitudes 7°[image: External link] and 24°N[image: External link], and 13°[image: External link] and 24°E[image: External link].[37]

Chad is bounded to the north by Libya[image: External link], to the east by Sudan[image: External link], to the west by Niger[image: External link], Nigeria[image: External link] and Cameroon[image: External link], and to the south by the Central African Republic[image: External link]. The country's capital is 1,060 kilometres (660 mi) from the nearest seaport, Douala[image: External link], Cameroon.[37][38] Because of this distance from the sea and the country's largely desert[image: External link] climate, Chad is sometimes referred to as the "Dead Heart of Africa".[39]

The dominant physical structure is a wide basin bounded to the north and east by the Ennedi Plateau[image: External link] and Tibesti Mountains[image: External link], which include Emi Koussi[image: External link], a dormant volcano that reaches 3,414 metres (11,201 ft) above sea level. Lake Chad[image: External link], after which the country is named (and which in turn takes its name from the Kanuri[image: External link] word for "lake"[40]), is the remains of an immense lake that occupied 330,000 square kilometres (130,000 sq mi) of the Chad Basin[image: External link] 7,000 years ago.[37] Although in the 21st century it covers only 17,806 square kilometres (6,875 sq mi), and its surface area is subject to heavy seasonal fluctuations,[41] the lake is Africa's second largest wetland.[42]

The region's tall grasses and extensive marshes make it favourable for birds, reptiles, and large mammals. Chad's major rivers—the Chari[image: External link], Logone[image: External link] and their tributaries—flow through the southern savannas from the southeast into Lake Chad.[37][43]
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 Climate




Main article: Climate of Chad[image: External link]


Each year a tropical weather system known as the intertropical front[image: External link] crosses Chad from south to north, bringing a wet season[image: External link] that lasts from May to October in the south, and from June to September in the Sahel.[44] Variations in local rainfall create three major geographical zones. The Sahara lies in the country's northern third. Yearly precipitations throughout this belt are under 50 millimetres (2.0 in); only the occasional spontaneous palm grove survives, and the only ones to do so are south of the Tropic of Cancer[image: External link].[38]

The Sahara gives way to a Sahelian[image: External link] belt in Chad's centre; precipitation there varies from 300 to 600 mm (11.8 to 23.6 in) per year. In the Sahel, a steppe of thorny bushes (mostly acacias[image: External link]) gradually gives way to the south to East Sudanian savanna[image: External link] in Chad's Sudanese[image: External link] zone. Yearly rainfall in this belt is over 900 mm (35.4 in).[38]
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 Wildlife




Main article: Wildlife of Chad[image: External link]


Chad's animal and plant life correspond to the three climatic zones. In the Saharan region, the only flora is the date-palm groves of the oasis. Palms and acacia trees[image: External link] grow in the Sahelian region. The southern, or Sudanic, zone consists of broad grasslands or prairies suitable for grazing. As of 2002, there were at least 134 species of mammals, 509 species of birds (354 species of residents and 155 migrants), and over 1,600 species of plants throughout the country.[45][46]

Elephants[image: External link], lions[image: External link], buffalo[image: External link], hippopotamuses[image: External link], rhinoceroses[image: External link], giraffes[image: External link], antelopes[image: External link], leopards[image: External link], cheetahs[image: External link], hyenas[image: External link], and many species of snakes[image: External link] are found here, although most large carnivore populations have been drastically reduced since the early 20th century.[45][47] Elephant poaching[image: External link], particularly in the south of the country in areas such as Zakouma National Park[image: External link], is a severe problem. The small group of surviving West African crocodiles[image: External link] in the Ennedi Plateau[image: External link] represents one of the last colonies known in the Sahara today.[48]

Extensive deforestation has resulted in loss of trees such as acacias, baobab, dates and palm trees. This has also caused loss of natural habitat for wild animals; one of the main reasons for this is also hunting and livestock farming by increasing human settlements. Animals like lions, leopards and rhino have been almost decimated.[49]

Efforts have been made by the Food and Agricultural Organization[image: External link] to improve relations between farmers, agro-pastoralists and pastoralists in the Zakouma National Park (ZNP), Siniaka-Minia, and Aouk reserve in southeastern Chad to promote sustainable development.[50] As part of the national conservation effort, more than 1.2 million trees have been replanted to check the advancement of the desert, which incidentally also helps the local economy by way of financial return from acacia trees, which produce gum arabic[image: External link], and also from fruit trees.[49]

Poaching is a serious problem in the country, particularly of elephants for the profitable ivory[image: External link] industry and a threat to lives of rangers even in the national parks such as Zakouma. Elephants are often massacred in herds in and around the parks by organized poaching.[51] The problem is worsened by the fact that the parks are understaffed and that a number of wardens have been murdered by poachers.[52]
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 Demographics




Main article: Demographics of Chad[image: External link]


Chad's national statistical agency projected the country's 2015 population between 13,630,252 and 13,679,203, with 13,670,084 as its medium projection; based on the medium projection, 3,212,470 people lived in urban areas and 10,457,614 people lived in rural areas.[2] The country's population is young: an estimated 47.3% is under 15. The birth rate is estimated at 42.35 births per 1,000 people, the mortality rate at 16.69. The life expectancy is 52 years.[53]

Chad's population is unevenly distributed. Density is 0.1/km2 (0.26/sq mi) in the Saharan Borkou-Ennedi-Tibesti Region[image: External link] but 52.4/km2 (136/sq mi) in the Logone Occidental Region[image: External link]. In the capital, it is even higher.[38] About half of the nation's population lives in the southern fifth of its territory, making this the most densely populated region.[54]

Urban life is concentrated in the capital, whose population is mostly engaged in commerce. The other major towns are Sarh[image: External link], Moundou[image: External link], Abéché[image: External link] and Doba[image: External link], which are considerably smaller but growing rapidly in population and economic activity.[37] Since 2003, 230,000 Sudanese refugees[image: External link] have fled to eastern Chad from war-ridden Darfur. With the 172,600 Chadians displaced by the civil war in the east, this has generated increased tensions among the region's communities.[55][56]

Polygamy[image: External link] is common, with 39% of women living in such unions. This is sanctioned by law, which automatically permits polygamy unless spouses specify that this is unacceptable upon marriage.[57] Although violence against women is prohibited, domestic violence is common. Female genital mutilation[image: External link] is also prohibited, but the practice is widespread and deeply rooted in tradition; 45% of Chadian women undergo the procedure, with the highest rates among Arabs[image: External link], Hadjarai[image: External link], and Ouaddaians (90% or more). Lower percentages were reported among the Sara[image: External link] (38%) and the Toubou[image: External link] (2%). Women lack equal opportunities in education and training, making it difficult for them to compete for the relatively few formal-sector jobs. Although property and inheritance laws based on the French code do not discriminate against women, local leaders adjudicate most inheritance cases in favour of men, according to traditional practice.[58]
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 Urbanization
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 Ethnic groups




Main article: Ethnic groups in Chad[image: External link]


Chad has more than 200 distinct ethnic groups,[59] which create diverse social structures. The colonial administration and independent governments have attempted to impose a national society, but for most Chadians the local or regional society remains the most important influence outside the immediate family. Nevertheless, Chad's peoples may be classified according to the geographical region in which they live.[8][37]

In the south live sedentary people such as the Sara[image: External link], the nation's main ethnic group, whose essential social unit[image: External link] is the lineage. In the Sahel sedentary peoples live side-by-side with nomadic ones, such as the Arabs, the country's second major ethnic group. The north is inhabited by nomads, mostly Toubous.[8][37]
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 Languages




Main article: Languages of Chad[image: External link]


Chad's official languages are Arabic[image: External link] and French[image: External link], but over 100 languages and dialects are spoken. Due to the important role played by itinerant Arab traders and settled merchants in local communities, Chadian Arabic[image: External link] has become a lingua franca[image: External link].[8] Chad submitted an application to join the Arab League[image: External link] as a member state[image: External link] on 25 March 2014, which is still pending.[60]
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 Religion




Main article: Religion in Chad[image: External link]


Chad is a religiously diverse country. The 1993 census found that 54% of Chadians were Muslim[image: External link] (of these, according to a Pew report 48% professed to be Sunni[image: External link], 21% Shia[image: External link], 4% Ahmadi[image: External link] and 23% just Muslim[image: External link]).[61] Roughly 20% of Chadians are Roman Catholic[image: External link], 14% Protestant[image: External link], 10% animist[image: External link], while 3% did not profess any religion.[38] None of these religious traditions are monolithic. Animism includes a variety of ancestor and place-oriented religions whose expression is highly specific. Islam is expressed in diverse ways; for example, according to the Pew report mentioned earlier 55% of Muslim Chadians belong to Sufi[image: External link] orders[image: External link].[61] Christianity[image: External link] arrived in Chad with the French and American missionaries; as with Chadian Islam, it syncretises[image: External link] aspects of pre-Christian religious beliefs.[8] Muslims are largely concentrated in northern and eastern Chad, and animists and Christians live primarily in southern Chad and Guéra[image: External link].[37] The constitution provides for a secular state and guarantees religious freedom; different religious communities generally co-exist without problems.[62]




	Religion in Chad[image: External link] (Pew Research[image: External link])[35][63]
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The majority of Muslims in the country are adherents of a moderate branch of mystical Islam ( Sufism[image: External link]). Its most common expression is the Tijaniyah[image: External link], an order followed by the 35% of Chadian Muslims which incorporates some local African religious elements.[61] A small minority of the country's Muslims hold more fundamentalist practices, which, in some cases, may be associated with Saudi-oriented Salafi movements[image: External link].[62]

Roman Catholics represent the largest Christian denomination in the country. Most Protestants, including the Nigeria-based "Winners' Chapel", are affiliated with various evangelical Christian groups. Members of the Bahá'í[image: External link] and Jehovah's Witnesses[image: External link] religious communities also are present in the country. Both faiths were introduced after independence in 1960 and therefore are considered to be "new" religions in the country.[62]

Chad is home to foreign missionaries representing both Christian and Islamic groups. Itinerant Muslim preachers, primarily from Sudan, Saudi Arabia, and Pakistan, also visit. Saudi Arabian funding generally supports social and educational projects and extensive mosque construction.[62]
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 Government and politics




Main article: Politics of Chad[image: External link]


Chad's constitution provides for a strong executive branch headed by a president who dominates the political system. The president has the power to appoint the prime minister[image: External link] and the cabinet, and exercises considerable influence over appointments of judges, generals, provincial officials and heads of Chad's para-statal firms.[64] In cases of grave and immediate threat, the president, in consultation with the National Assembly[image: External link], may declare a state of emergency[image: External link]. The president is directly elected[image: External link] by popular vote for a five-year term; in 2005 constitutional term limits were removed,[65] allowing a president to remain in power beyond the previous two-term limit.[65] Most of Déby's key advisers are members of the Zaghawa ethnic group, although southern and opposition personalities are represented in government[image: External link].[59][66]
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 Legal system




Chad's legal system is based on French civil law[image: External link] and Chadian customary law where the latter does not interfere with public order or constitutional guarantees of equality. Despite the constitution's guarantee of judicial independence, the president names most key judicial officials. The legal system's highest jurisdictions, the Supreme Court[image: External link] and the Constitutional Council[image: External link], have become fully operational since 2000. The Supreme Court is made up of a chief justice, named by the president, and 15 councillors, appointed for life by the president and the National Assembly. The Constitutional Court is headed by nine judges elected to nine-year terms. It has the power to review legislation, treaties and international agreements prior to their adoption.[59][66]
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 Parliament




The National Assembly makes legislation. The body consists of 155 members elected for four-year terms who meet three times per year. The Assembly holds regular sessions twice a year, starting in March and October, and can hold special sessions when called by the prime minister. Deputies elect a National Assembly president every two years. The president must sign or reject newly passed laws within 15 days. The National Assembly must approve the prime minister's plan of government and may force the prime minister to resign through a majority vote of no confidence. However, if the National Assembly rejects the executive branch's programme twice in one year, the president may disband the Assembly and call for new legislative elections. In practice, the president exercises considerable influence over the National Assembly through his party, the Patriotic Salvation Movement[image: External link] (MPS), which holds a large majority.[59]
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 Political parties




Main article: List of political parties in Chad[image: External link]


Until the legalisation of opposition parties in 1992, Déby's MPS was the sole legal party in Chad.[59] Since then, 78 registered political parties[image: External link] have become active.[58] In 2005, opposition parties and human rights organisations supported the boycott of the constitutional referendum that allowed Déby to stand for re-election for a third term[67] amid reports of widespread irregularities in voter registration and government censorship of independent media outlets during the campaign.[68] Correspondents judged the 2006 presidential elections a mere formality, as the opposition deemed the polls a farce and boycotted them.[69]
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 Internal opposition and foreign relations




Main article: Foreign relations of Chad[image: External link]


Déby faces armed opposition from groups who are deeply divided by leadership clashes but united in their intention to overthrow him.[70] These forces stormed the capital[image: External link] on 13 April 2006, but were ultimately repelled. Chad's greatest foreign influence is France, which maintains 1,000 soldiers in the country. Déby relies on the French to help repel the rebels, and France gives the Chadian army[image: External link] logistical and intelligence support for fear of a complete collapse of regional stability.[71] Nevertheless, Franco-Chadian relations were soured by the granting of oil drilling rights to the American Exxon[image: External link] company in 1999.[72]
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 Corruption




Chad is listed as a failed state[image: External link] by the Fund for Peace[image: External link] (FFP). In 2007 Chad had the seventh highest score on the failed state index. Since then the trend has been upwards each year. Chad had the fourth highest score (behind Sudan) on the Failed State Index of 2012 and as of 2013, is ranked fifth.[73]

Corruption is rife at all levels; Transparency International[image: External link]'s Corruption Perceptions Index[image: External link] for 2005 named Chad (tied with Bangladesh[image: External link]) as the most corrupt country in the world.[74] Chad's ranking on the index has improved only marginally in recent years. Since its first inclusion on the index in 2004, Chad's best score has been 2/10 for 2011.[75] Critics of President Déby have accused him of cronyism[image: External link] and tribalism[image: External link].[76]
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 Administrative divisions




Main articles: Regions of Chad[image: External link], Departments of Chad[image: External link], and Sub-prefectures of Chad[image: External link]


Since 2012 Chad has been divided into 23 regions[image: External link].[77] The subdivision of Chad in regions came about in 2003 as part of the decentralisation process, when the government abolished the previous 14 prefectures[image: External link]. Each region is headed by a presidentially appointed governor. Prefects administer the 61 departments[image: External link] within the regions.[78] The departments are divided into 200 sub-prefectures[image: External link], which are in turn composed of 446 cantons.[79][80]

The cantons are scheduled to be replaced by communautés rurales, but the legal and regulatory framework has not yet been completed.[81] The constitution provides for decentralised government to compel local populations to play an active role in their own development.[82] To this end, the constitution declares that each administrative subdivisions be governed by elected local assemblies,[83] but no local elections have taken place,[84] and communal elections scheduled for 2005 have been repeatedly postponed.[58]




	


	Key on map
	Region
	Pop.

(2009)
	Capital
	Departments



	1
	Batha[image: External link] (البطحة)
	527,031
	Ati[image: External link] (آتي)
	Batha Est[image: External link] (البطحة الشرقية), Batha Ouest[image: External link] (البطحة الغربية), Fitri[image: External link] (فيتري)



	2
	Chari-Baguirmi[image: External link] (شاري باقرمي)
	621,785
	Massenya[image: External link] (ماسينيا)
	Baguirmi[image: External link] (باقرمي), Chari[image: External link] (شاري), Loug Chari[image: External link] (لوق شاري)



	3
	Hadjer-Lamis[image: External link] (حجر لميس)
	562,957
	Massakory[image: External link] (ماساكوري)
	Dababa[image: External link] (دبابا), Dagana[image: External link] (داقانا), Haraze Al Biar[image: External link] (حراز البيار)



	4
	Wadi Fira[image: External link] (وادي فيرا)
	494,933
	Biltine[image: External link] (بيلتين)
	Biltine[image: External link] (بيلتين), Dar Tama[image: External link] (دار تاما), Kobé[image: External link] (كوبي)



	5
	Bahr El Gazel[image: External link] (بحر الغزال) [85][86][87]
	260,865
	Moussoro[image: External link] (موسورو)
	Barh El Gazel Nord ( fr[image: External link]) (بحر الغزال الشمالي), Barh El Gazel Sud ( fr[image: External link]) (بحر العزال الجنوبي)



	6
	Borkou[image: External link] (بوركو)
	97,251
	Faya-Largeau[image: External link] (فايا لارجو)
	Borkou[image: External link] (بوركو), Borkou Yala ( fr[image: External link]) (بوركو يالا)



	7
	Ennedi-Est[image: External link] (إنيدي الشرقية)
	173,606
	Am-Djarass[image: External link] (ام جرس)
	Am-Djarass[image: External link] (ام جرس), Wadi Hawar ( fr[image: External link]) (وادي هوار)



	7
	Ennedi-Ouest[image: External link] (إنيدي الغربية)
	59,744
	Fada[image: External link] (فادا)
	Fada[image: External link] (فادا), Mourtcha ( fr[image: External link]) (مورتشا)



	8
	Guéra[image: External link] (قيرا)
	553,795
	Mongo[image: External link] (منقو)
	Abtouyour[image: External link] (أبو تويور), Barh Signaka[image: External link] (بحر سينياكا), Guéra[image: External link] (قيرا), Mangalmé ( fr[image: External link]) (مانقالمي)



	9
	Kanem[image: External link] (كانم)
	354,603
	Mao[image: External link] (ماو)
	Kanem[image: External link] (كانم), Nord Kanem ( fr[image: External link]) (شمال كانم), Wadi Bissam ( fr[image: External link]) (وادي بيسام)



	10
	Lac[image: External link] (البحيرة)
	451,369
	Bol[image: External link] (بول)
	Mamdi[image: External link] (مامدي), Wayi[image: External link] (وايي)



	11
	Logone Occidental[image: External link] (لوقون الغربية)
	683,293
	Moundou[image: External link] (موندو)
	Dodjé[image: External link] (دوجي), Guéni ( fr[image: External link]) (قيني), Lac Wey[image: External link] (بحيرة واي), Ngourkosso[image: External link] (إنقوركوسو)



	12
	Logone Oriental[image: External link] (لوقون الشرقية)
	796,453
	Doba[image: External link] (دوبا)
	La Nya[image: External link] (نيا), La Nya Pendé[image: External link] (نيا بيندي), La Pendé[image: External link] (بيندي), Kouh-Est ( fr[image: External link]) (كوح الشرقية), Kouh-Ouest ( fr[image: External link]) (كوح الغربية), Monts de Lam[image: External link] (جبال اللام)



	13
	Mandoul[image: External link] (ماندول)
	637,086
	Koumra[image: External link] (كورما)
	Barh Sara[image: External link] (بحر سارا), Mandoul Occidental[image: External link] (ماندول الغربية), Mandoul Oriental[image: External link] (ماندول الشرقية)



	14
	Mayo-Kebbi Est[image: External link] (مايو كيبي الشرقية)
	769,178
	Bongor[image: External link] (بونقور)
	Kabbia[image: External link] (كابيا), Mayo-Boneye[image: External link] (مايو بوناي), Mayo-Lémié[image: External link] (مايو ليمي), Mont d'Illi[image: External link] (جبل إلي)



	15
	Mayo-Kebbi Ouest[image: External link] (مايو كيبي الغربية)
	565,087
	Pala[image: External link] (بالا)
	Lac Léré[image: External link] (بحيرة ليري), Mayo-Dallah[image: External link] (مايو دالة)



	16
	Moyen-Chari[image: External link] (شاري الأوسط)
	598,284
	Sarh[image: External link] (سارة)
	Barh Köh[image: External link] (بحر كوه), Grande Sido[image: External link] (سيدو الكبير), Lac Iro[image: External link] (بحيرة إيرو)



	17
	Ouaddaï[image: External link] (واداي)
	731,679
	Abéché[image: External link] (أبتشي)
	Abdi[image: External link] ( fr[image: External link]) (أبدي), Assoungha[image: External link] (أسونغا), Ouara[image: External link] (وارا)



	18
	Salamat[image: External link] (سلامات)
	308,605
	Am Timan[image: External link] (أم تيمان)
	Aboudeïa[image: External link] (أبو ديا), Barh Azoum[image: External link] (بحر أزوم), Haraze-Mangueigne[image: External link] (حراز مانقين)



	19
	Sila[image: External link] (سيلا)
	289,776
	Goz Beïda[image: External link] (قوز بيدا)
	Djourf Al Ahmar[image: External link] (جرف الأحمر), Kimiti ( fr[image: External link]) (كيميتي)



	20
	Tandjilé[image: External link] (تانجلي)
	682,817
	Laï[image: External link] (لادي)
	Tandjilé Est[image: External link] (تانجلي الشرقية), Tandjilé Ouest[image: External link] (تانجلي الغربية)



	21
	Tibesti[image: External link] (تبستي)
	21,970
	Bardaï[image: External link] (برادي)
	Tibesti Est ( fr[image: External link]) (تبستي الشرقية), Tibesti Ouest ( fr[image: External link]) (تبستي الغربية)



	22
	N'Djamena[image: External link] (انجمينا) (capital)
	993,492
	N'Djamena (انجمينا)
	10 dawāʾir or arrondissements[image: External link]
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 Military




Main article: Military of Chad[image: External link]


The army has over 30,350 active personnel and 3,000,000 fit for military service. Military spending has fluctuated widely in recent history in response to local conditions, especially the 2005-2010 civil war[image: External link] and instability in neighboring countries. In 2009, while in civil war, Chad spent 4.2% of GDP on defense, which fell to 1.6% of GDP in 2011 before rising to 2.0% of GDP in 2013, when Chad began its military intervention[image: External link] in Northern Mali, as it worked with France and other African nations to bring back Mali's sovereignty over territory in the North.
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 Rebel groups




See also: Category:Rebel groups in Chad[image: External link]


There have been numerous rebel groups in Chad throughout the last few decades. In 2007, a peace treaty was signed that integrated United Front for Democratic Change[image: External link] or FUC soldiers into the Chadian Army.[88] The Movement for Justice and Democracy in Chad[image: External link] or MDJT also clashed with government forces in 2003 in an attempt to overthrow President Idriss Déby[image: External link]. In addition, there have been various conflicts with Khartoum[image: External link]'s Janjaweed[image: External link] rebels in Eastern Chad who killed civilians by use of helicopter gunships[image: External link].[89] Presently, the Union of Resistance Forces[image: External link] or UFR are a rebel group that continues to battle with the government of Chad. In 2010, the UFR reportedly had a force estimating 6,000 men and 300 vehicles.[90]
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 Law enforcement




See also: Law enforcement in Chad[image: External link]


In Chad, the Gendarmerie Nationale serves as the national police force for the country.
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 Human rights




In Chad, homosexual acts[image: External link] are illegal and can be punished by 15 to 20 years in prison.[91] In December 2016, Chad passed a law criminalising both male and female same-sex sexual activity by a vote of 111 to 1.[92]
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 Economy




Further information: Economy of Chad[image: External link] and Agriculture in Chad[image: External link]


The United Nations' Human Development Index[image: External link] ranks Chad as the seventh poorest country in the world, with 80% of the population living below the poverty line. The GDP[image: External link] (Purchasing power parity[image: External link]) per capita was estimated as US$[image: External link]1,651 in 2009.[4] Chad is part of the Bank of Central African States[image: External link], the Customs and Economic Union of Central Africa[image: External link] (UDEAC) and the Organization for the Harmonization of Business Law in Africa[image: External link] ( OHADA[image: External link]).[93]

Chad's currency is the CFA franc[image: External link]. In the 1960s, the Mining industry of Chad[image: External link] produced sodium carbonate[image: External link], or natron. There have also been reports of gold[image: External link]-bearing quartz in the Biltine Prefecture[image: External link]. However, years of civil war have scared away foreign investors; those who left Chad between 1979 and 1982 have only recently begun to regain confidence in the country's future. In 2000 major direct foreign investment in the oil sector began, boosting the country's economic prospects.[35][59]

Over 80% of Chad's population relies on subsistence farming and livestock raising for its livelihood.[35] The crops grown and the locations of herds are determined by the local climate. In the southernmost 10% of the territory lies the nation's most fertile cropland, with rich yields of sorghum[image: External link] and millet[image: External link]. In the Sahel only the hardier varieties of millet grow, and these with much lower yields than in the south. On the other hand, the Sahel is ideal pastureland for large herds of commercial cattle and for goats, sheep, donkeys and horses. The Sahara's scattered oases[image: External link] support only some dates and legumes.[8] Chad's cities face serious difficulties of municipal infrastructure; only 48% of urban residents have access to potable water and only 2% to basic sanitation.[37][81]

Before the development of oil industry, cotton dominated industry and the labour market had accounted for approximately 80% of export earnings.[94] Cotton remains a primary export, although exact figures are not available. Rehabilitation of Cotontchad[image: External link], a major cotton company weakened by a decline in world cotton prices, has been financed by France, the Netherlands, the European Union, and the International Bank for Reconstruction and Development[image: External link] (IBRD). The parastatal[image: External link] is now expected to be privatised.[59] Other than Cotton, Cattle[image: External link] and Gum Arabic[image: External link] are dominant.[95]

If Chad can maintain a semblance of stability foreign investments will eventually return, but even 24 years after the last successful coup that brought President Idris Deby to power, investors are still wary of investing in Chad.[96]
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 Humanitarian situation




Main article: Human rights in Chad[image: External link]


According to the United Nations[image: External link], Chad has been affected by a humanitarian crisis[image: External link] since at least 2001. As of 2008, the country of Chad hosts over 280,000 refugees from the Sudan[image: External link]'s Darfur region, over 55,000 from the Central African Republic[image: External link], as well as over 170,000 internally displaced persons[image: External link].[97]

In February 2008 in the aftermath of the battle of N'Djamena[image: External link], UN Under-Secretary-General for Humanitarian Affairs John Holmes[image: External link] expressed "extreme concern" that the crisis would have a negative effect on the ability of humanitarians to deliver life-saving assistance to half a million beneficiaries, most of whom – according to him – heavily rely on humanitarian aid for their survival.[98] UN spokesperson Maurizio Giuliano[image: External link] stated to The Washington Post: "If we do not manage to provide aid at sufficient levels, the humanitarian crisis might become a humanitarian catastrophe".[99] In addition, organizations such as Save the Children[image: External link] have suspended activities due to killings of aid workers.[100]
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 Transport




Main article: Transport in Chad[image: External link]


Civil war crippled the development of transport infrastructure[image: External link]; in 1987, Chad had only 30 kilometres (19 mi) of paved roads. Successive road rehabilitation projects improved the network[101] to 550 kilometres (340 mi) by 2004.[102] Nevertheless, the road network is limited; roads are often unusable for several months of the year. With no railways of its own, Chad depends heavily on Cameroon's rail system for the transport of Chadian exports and imports to and from the seaport of Douala[image: External link].[103]
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 Air transport




See also: List of airports in Chad[image: External link] and List of airlines in Chad


As of 2013 Chad had an estimated 59 airports, only 9 of which had paved runways.[104] An international airport[image: External link] serves the capital and provides regular nonstop flights to Paris and several African cities.
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 Railways




Main article: Rail transport in Chad[image: External link]


At the beginning of the 20th century, a railway system was in development near Lake Chad. In the 21st century, Chad and the China Civil Engineering Construction Corp[image: External link] agreed to a $7 billion contract to build additional railway infrastructure. Presently, there are rail links to Libya and Sudan.
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 Energy




See also: Energy in Chad[image: External link]


Chad's energy sector has had years of mismanagement by the parastatal Chad Water and Electric Society (STEE), which provides power for 15% of the capital's citizens and covers only 1.5% of the national population.[105] Most Chadians burn biomass fuels such as wood and animal manure for power.[106]

ExxonMobil[image: External link] leads a consortium of Chevron[image: External link] and Petronas[image: External link] that has invested $3.7 billion to develop oil reserves estimated at one billion barrels in southern Chad. Oil production began in 2003 with the completion of a pipeline[image: External link] (financed in part by the World Bank[image: External link]) that links the southern oilfields to terminals on the Atlantic coast of Cameroon. As a condition of its assistance, the World Bank insisted that 80% of oil revenues be spent on development projects. In January 2006 the World Bank suspended its loan programme when the Chadian government passed laws reducing this amount.[59][84] On 14 July 2006, the World Bank and Chad signed a memorandum of understanding under which the Government of Chad commits 70% of its spending to priority poverty reduction programmes.[107]
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 Telecommunications




See also: Telecommunications in Chad[image: External link]


The telecommunication system[image: External link] is basic and expensive, with fixed telephone services provided by the state telephone company SotelTchad[image: External link]. Only 14,000 fixed telephone lines serve all of Chad, one of the lowest telephone density rates in the world.

Gateway Communications[image: External link], a pan-African wholesale connectivity and telecommunications provider also has a presence in Chad.[108] In September 2013, Chad's Ministry for Posts and Information & Communication Technologies (PNTIC) announced that the country will be seeking a partner for fiber optic[image: External link] technology.[109]
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 Mobile phones




In September 2010 the penetration rate was estimated at 24.3% over a population estimate of 10.7 million.[110]

Chad is ranked last in the World Economic Forum's Network Readiness Index (NRI) – an indicator for determining the development level of a country's information and communication technologies. Chad ranked number 148 out of 148 overall in the 2014 NRI ranking, down from 142 in 2013.[111]



	Rank
	Operator
	Technology
	Subscribers

(in millions)
	Ownership



	1
	Tigo[image: External link]
	GSM[image: External link]-900
	1.257[112] (Oct 2010)
	MIC[image: External link] (100%)



	2
	Airtel[image: External link]
	GSM[image: External link]-900
	1.199 (June 2009)
	Bharti Airtel[image: External link] (100%)



	3
	salam
	GSM[image: External link]
	0.120 (December 2008)
	Salam



	4
	Celtel[image: External link][113]
	
	
	Zain[image: External link]
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 Media




Main article: Media of Chad[image: External link]


Chad's television audience is limited to N'Djamena. The only television station is the state-owned Télé Tchad. Radio has a far greater reach, with 13 private radio stations.[114] Newspapers are limited in quantity and distribution, and circulation figures are small due to transportation costs, low literacy rates, and poverty.[68][106][115] While the constitution defends liberty of expression, the government has regularly restricted this right, and at the end of 2006 began to enact a system of prior censorship[image: External link] on the media.[116]
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Educators[image: External link] face considerable challenges due to the nation's dispersed population and a certain degree of reluctance on the part of parents to send their children to school. Although attendance is compulsory, only 68 percent of boys attend primary school, and more than half of the population is illiterate. Higher education[image: External link] is provided at the University of N'Djamena[image: External link].[37][59] At 33 percent, Chad has one of the lowest literacy rates of Sub-Saharan Africa.[117]

In 2013, the U.S. Department of Labor[image: External link]'s Findings on the Worst Forms of Child Labor[118] in Chad reported that school attendance of children aged 5 to 14 was as low as 39%. This can also be related to the issue of child labor[image: External link] as the report also stated that 53% of children aged 5 to 14 were working children, and that 30% of children aged 7 to 14 combined work and school. A more recent DOL report[image: External link] listed cattle herding as a major agricultural activity that employed underage children.[119]


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Culture






	Holidays



	Date
	English Name



	1 January
	New Year's Day[image: External link]



	1 May
	Labour Day[image: External link]



	25 May
	African Liberation Day[image: External link]



	11 August
	Independence Day[image: External link]



	1 November
	All Saints' Day[image: External link]



	28 November
	Republic Day[image: External link]



	1 December
	Freedom and Democracy Day[image: External link]



	25 December
	Christmas[image: External link]




Because of its great variety of peoples and languages, Chad possesses a rich cultural heritage. The Chadian government has actively promoted Chadian culture and national traditions by opening the Chad National Museum[image: External link] and the Chad Cultural Centre[image: External link].[37] Six national holidays[image: External link] are observed throughout the year, and movable holidays include the Christian holiday of Easter Monday[image: External link] and the Muslim holidays of Eid ul-Fitr[image: External link], Eid ul-Adha[image: External link], and Eid Milad Nnabi[image: External link].[105]
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 Music




The music of Chad[image: External link] includes a number of unusual instruments such as the kinde, a type of bow harp; the kakaki[image: External link], a long tin horn; and the hu hu, a stringed instrument that uses calabashes[image: External link] as loudspeakers. Other instruments and their combinations are more linked to specific ethnic groups: the Sara prefer whistles, balafones[image: External link], harps and kodjo drums; and the Kanembu[image: External link] combine the sounds of drums with those of flute-like instruments.[120]

The music group Chari Jazz[image: External link] formed in 1964 and initiated Chad's modern music scene. Later, more renowned groups such as African Melody and International Challal attempted to mix modernity and tradition. Popular groups such as Tibesti have clung faster to their heritage by drawing on sai, a traditional style of music from southern Chad. The people of Chad have customarily disdained modern music. However, in 1995 greater interest has developed and fostered the distribution of CDs and audio cassettes featuring Chadian artists. Piracy and a lack of legal protections for artists' rights remain problems to further development of the Chadian music industry.[120][121]
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 Cuisine




See also: Chadian cuisine[image: External link]


Millet[image: External link] is the staple food throughout Chad. It is used to make balls of paste that are dipped in sauces. In the north this dish is known as alysh; in the south, as biya. Fish is popular, which is generally prepared and sold either as salanga (sun-dried and lightly smoked Alestes[image: External link] and Hydrocynus[image: External link]) or as banda (smoked large fish).[122] Carcaje is a popular sweet red tea extracted from hibiscus leaves. Alcoholic beverages, though absent in the north, are popular in the south, where people drink millet beer[image: External link], known as billi-billi when brewed from red millet, and as coshate when from white millet[image: External link].[120]
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 Literature




See also: Chadian literature[image: External link]


As in other Sahelian countries, literature in Chad has seen an economic, political and spiritual drought that has affected its best known writers. Chadian authors have been forced to write from exile or expatriate status and have generated literature dominated by themes of political oppression and historical discourse. Since 1962, 20 Chadian authors have written some 60 works of fiction. Among the most internationally renowned writers are Joseph Brahim Seïd[image: External link], Baba Moustapha[image: External link], Antoine Bangui[image: External link] and Koulsy Lamko[image: External link]. In 2003 Chad's sole literary critic, Ahmat Taboye[image: External link], published his Anthologie de la littérature tchadienne to further knowledge of Chad's literature internationally and among youth and to make up for Chad's lack of publishing houses and promotional structure.[120][123][124]
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 Film




The development of a Chadian film industry was hampered by the devastations of civil war and from the lack of cinemas[image: External link], of which there is only one in the whole country. The first Chadian feature film[image: External link], the docudrama[image: External link] Bye Bye Africa[image: External link], was made in 1999 by Mahamat Saleh Haroun[image: External link]. His later film Abouna[image: External link] was critically acclaimed, and his Daratt[image: External link] won the Grand Special Jury Prize at the 63rd Venice International Film Festival[image: External link]. The 2010 feature film A Screaming Man[image: External link] won the Jury Prize[image: External link] at the 2010 Cannes Film Festival[image: External link], making Haroun the first Chadian director to enter, as well as win, an award in the main Cannes competition.[125] Issa Serge Coelo[image: External link] directed Chad's two other films, Daresalam[image: External link] and DP75: Tartina City[image: External link].[126][127][128][129]
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 Sports




See also: Sport in Chad[image: External link]


Football[image: External link] is Chad's most popular sport[image: External link].[130] The country's national team[image: External link] is closely followed during international competitions[120] and Chadian footballers have played for French teams. Basketball[image: External link] and freestyle wrestling[image: External link] are widely practiced, the latter in a form in which the wrestlers put on traditional animal hides and cover themselves with dust.[120]
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 See also





	Outline of Chad[image: External link]

	2010 Sahel famine[image: External link]
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Uganda






Coordinates[image: External link]: 1°N 32°E[image: External link]

Uganda (/ju:'gaende /[image: External link] yew-GAN -də[image: External link] or /ju:'ga:nde /[image: External link] yew-GAHN -də[image: External link]), officially the Republic of Uganda,[1] is a landlocked country[image: External link] in East Africa[image: External link]. It is bordered to the east by Kenya[image: External link], to the north by South Sudan[image: External link], to the west by the Democratic Republic of the Congo, to the south-west by Rwanda[image: External link], and to the south by Tanzania[image: External link]. The southern part of the country includes a substantial portion of Lake Victoria[image: External link], shared with Kenya and Tanzania. Uganda is in the African Great Lakes[image: External link] region. Uganda also lies within the Nile basin[image: External link], and has a varied but generally a modified equatorial climate.

Uganda takes its name from the Buganda[image: External link] kingdom, which encompasses a large portion of the south of the country, including the capital Kampala[image: External link]. The people of Uganda were hunter-gatherers[image: External link] until 1,700 to 2,300 years ago, when Bantu[image: External link]-speaking populations migrated to the southern parts of the country.

Beginning in 1894, the area was ruled as a protectorate by the British, who established administrative law across the territory. Uganda gained independence from Britain on 9 October 1962. The period since then has been marked by intermittent conflicts, including a lengthy civil war[image: External link] against the Lord's Resistance Army in the Northern Region, which has caused hundreds of thousands of casualties.[8]

The official languages are English and Swahili[image: External link], although "any other language may be used as a medium of instruction in schools or other educational institutions or for legislative, administrative or judicial purposes as may be prescribed by law."[2][9] Luganda[image: External link], a central language, is widely spoken across the country, and several other languages are also spoken including Runyoro[image: External link], Runyankole[image: External link], Rukiga[image: External link], and Luo[image: External link].[3] The president of Uganda is Yoweri Museveni[image: External link], who came to power in January 1986 after a protracted six-year guerrilla war.
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 History




Main articles: Early history of Uganda[image: External link] and History of Uganda[image: External link]


The ancestors of the Ugandans were hunter-gatherers[image: External link] until 1,700-2,300 years ago. Bantu[image: External link]-speaking populations, who were probably from central Africa, migrated to the southern parts of the country.[10][11]

According to oral tradition[image: External link], the Empire of Kitara[image: External link] covered an important part of the great lakes area[image: External link], from the northern lakes Albert[image: External link] and Kyoga[image: External link] to the southern lakes Victoria[image: External link] and Tanganyika[image: External link].[12] Bunyoro-Kitara[image: External link] is claimed as the antecedent of the Buganda[image: External link], Toro[image: External link], Ankole[image: External link], and Busoga[image: External link] kingdoms.[13]

Some Luo invaded the area of Bunyoro and assimilated with the Bantu there, establishing the Babiito dynasty of the current Omukama[image: External link] (ruler) of Bunyoro-Kitara.[14]

Arab[image: External link] traders moved inland from the Indian Ocean coast of East Africa in the 1830s. They were followed in the 1860s by British explorers searching for the source of the Nile[image: External link].[15]:151 British Anglican missionaries arrived in the kingdom of Buganda in 1877 (a situation which gave rise to the death of the Uganda Martyrs[image: External link]) and were followed by French Catholic missionaries in 1879.[16] The British government chartered the Imperial British East Africa Company[image: External link] (IBEAC) to negotiate trade agreements in the region beginning in 1888.[17]:51–58 From 1886, there were a series of religious wars in Buganda, initially between Muslims and Christians and then, from 1890, between ba-Ingleza Protestants and ba-Fransa Catholics.[18] Because of civil unrest and financial burdens, IBEAC claimed that it was unable to "maintain their occupation" in the region.[19] British commercial interests were ardent to protect the trade route of the Nile, which prompted the British government to annex Buganda and adjoining territories to create the Uganda Protectorate in 1894.[17]:3–4
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 Uganda Protectorate (1894–1962)




Main article: Uganda Protectorate[image: External link]


In the 1890s, 32,000 labourers from British India were recruited to East Africa[image: External link] under indentured labour contracts to construct the Uganda Railway[image: External link].[20] Most of the surviving Indians returned home, but 6,724 decided to remain in East Africa after the line's completion.[21] Subsequently, some became traders and took control of cotton ginning and sartorial retail.[22]

From 1900 to 1920, a sleeping sickness[image: External link] epidemic in the southern part of Uganda, along the north shores of Lake Victoria, killed more than 250,000 people.[23]
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 Independence (1962 to 1965)




Uganda gained independence from Britain on 9 October 1962 as a Commonwealth realm[image: External link] with Queen Elizabeth II[image: External link] as head of state. In October 1963, Uganda became a republic but maintained its membership in the Commonwealth of Nations[image: External link].

The first post-independence election, held in 1962, was won by an alliance between the Uganda People's Congress[image: External link] (UPC) and Kabaka Yekka[image: External link] (KY). UPC and KY formed the first post-independence government with Milton Obote[image: External link] as executive prime minister, with the Buganda Kabaka (King) Edward Muteesa II[image: External link] holding the largely ceremonial position of president.[24][25]
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 1966–1971 (before the coup)




In 1966, following a power struggle between the Obote-led government and King Muteesa, Obote suspended the constitution and removed the ceremonial president and vice-president. In 1967, a new constitution proclaimed Uganda a republic and abolished the traditional kingdoms. Obote was declared the president.[16]
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 1971 (after the coup) –1979 (end of Amin regime)




After a military coup on 25 January 1971[image: External link], Obote was deposed from power and General Idi Amin[image: External link] seized control of the country. Amin ruled Uganda as dictator with the support of the military for the next eight years.[26] He carried out mass killings within the country to maintain his rule. An estimated 80,000-500,000 Ugandans lost their lives during his regime.[27] Aside from his brutalities, he forcibly removed[image: External link] the entrepreneurial Indian[image: External link] minority from Uganda. [28] In June 1976, Palestinian terrorists hijacked an Air France[image: External link] flight and forced it to land at Entebbe airport[image: External link]. One hundred of the 250 passengers originally on board were held hostage until an Israeli commando raid[image: External link] rescued them ten days later.[29] Amin's reign was ended after the Uganda-Tanzania War in 1979, in which Tanzanian forces aided by Ugandan exiles invaded Uganda.
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 1986–present




Museveni has been president since his forces toppled the previous regime in January 1986.

Political parties in Uganda[image: External link] were restricted in their activities beginning that year, in a measure ostensibly designed to reduce sectarian violence. In the non-party[image: External link] "Movement" system instituted by Museveni, political parties continued to exist, but they could operate only a headquarters office. They could not open branches, hold rallies, or field candidates directly (although electoral candidates could belong to political parties). A constitutional referendum cancelled this nineteen-year ban on multi-party politics in July 2005.

In the mid-to-late 1990s, Museveni was lauded by western countries as part of a new generation of African leaders[image: External link].[31]

His presidency has been marred, however, by invading and occupying the Democratic Republic of the Congo during the Second Congo War[image: External link], resulting in an estimated 5.4 million deaths since 1998, and by participating in other conflicts in the Great Lakes region of Africa[image: External link]. He has struggled for years in the civil war against the Lord's Resistance Army, which has been guilty of numerous crimes against humanity, including child slavery[image: External link], the Atiak massacre[image: External link], and other mass murders. Conflict in northern Uganda has killed thousands and displaced millions.[32]

Parliament abolished presidential term limits in 2005, allegedly because Museveni used public funds to pay US$2,000 to each member of parliament who supported the measure.[33] Presidential elections were held in February 2006. Museveni ran against several candidates, the most prominent of them being Kizza Besigye[image: External link].

On 20 February 2011, the Uganda Electoral Commission declared the incumbent president Yoweri Kaguta Museveni the winning candidate of the 2011 elections that were held on 18 February 2011. The opposition however, were not satisfied with the results, condemning them as full of sham and rigging. According to the official results, Museveni won with 68 percent of the votes. This easily topped his nearest challenger, Besigye, who had been Museveni's physician and told reporters that he and his supporters "downrightly snub" the outcome as well as the unremitting rule of Museveni or any person he may appoint. Besigye added that the rigged elections would definitely lead to an illegitimate leadership and that it is up to Ugandans to critically analyse this. The European Union's Election Observation Mission reported on improvements and flaws of the Ugandan electoral process: "The electoral campaign and polling day were conducted in a peaceful manner [...] However, the electoral process was marred by avoidable administrative and logistical failures that led to an unacceptable number of Ugandan citizens being disfranchised."[34]

Since August 2012, hacktivist group Anonymous[image: External link] has threatened Ugandan officials and hacked official government websites over its anti-gay bills.[35] Some international donors have threatened to cut financial aid to the country if anti-gay bills continue.[36]

Indicators of a plan for succession by the president's son, Muhoozi Kainerugaba, have increased tensions.[37][38][39][40]
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 Geography




Main article: Geography of Uganda[image: External link]


The country is located on the East African Plateau[image: External link], lying mostly between latitudes 4°N[image: External link] and 2°S[image: External link] (a small area is north of 4°), and longitudes 29°[image: External link] and 35°E[image: External link]. It averages about 1,100 metres (3,609 ft) above sea level, sloping very steadily downwards to the Sudanese Plain[image: External link] to the north.
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 Lakes and rivers




Much of the south of the country is heavily influenced by one of the world's biggest lakes, Lake Victoria, which contains many islands. Most important cities are located in the south, near this lake, including the capital Kampala[image: External link] and the nearby city of Entebbe.

Lake Kyoga[image: External link] is in the centre of the country and is surrounded by extensive marshy areas.

Although landlocked, Uganda contains many large lakes. Besides Lakes Victoria and Kyoga, there are Lake Albert[image: External link], Lake Edward[image: External link], and the smaller Lake George[image: External link].

Uganda lies almost completely within the Nile[image: External link] basin. The Victoria Nile drains from Lake Victoria into Lake Kyoga and thence into Lake Albert on the Congolese border. It then runs northwards into South Sudan[image: External link]. An area in eastern Uganda is drained by the Suam River[image: External link], part of the internal drainage basin of Lake Turkana[image: External link]. The extreme north-eastern part of Uganda drains into the Lotikipi Basin, which is primarily in Kenya.[41]
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 Environment and conservation




Main article: Conservation in Uganda[image: External link]


Uganda has 60 protected areas[image: External link], including ten national parks: Bwindi Impenetrable National Park[image: External link] and Rwenzori Mountains National Park[image: External link] (both UNESCO World Heritage Sites[image: External link][42]), Kibale National Park[image: External link], Kidepo Valley National Park[image: External link], Lake Mburo National Park[image: External link], Mgahinga Gorilla National Park[image: External link], Mount Elgon National Park[image: External link], Murchison Falls National Park[image: External link], Queen Elizabeth National Park[image: External link], and Semuliki National Park[image: External link].
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 Government and politics




Main article: Politics of Uganda[image: External link]


The President of Uganda[image: External link] is both head of state[image: External link] and head of government[image: External link]. The president appoints a vice-president and a prime minister[image: External link] to aid him in governing.

The parliament is formed by the National Assembly[image: External link], which has 449 members. These include; 290 constituency representatives, 116 district woman representatives, 10 representatives of the Uganda Peoples Defence Forces, 5 representatives of the youth, 5 representatives of workers, 5 representatives of persons with disabilities and 18 ex-official members.


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Corruption




Transparency International[image: External link] has rated Uganda's public sector as one of the most corrupt in the world. In 2016, Uganda ranked 151st worst out of 176 and had a score of 25 on a scale from 0 (perceived as most corrupt) to 100 (perceived as clean).[43]

The World Bank[image: External link]'s 2015 Worldwide Governance Indicators ranked Uganda in the worst 12 percentile of all countries.[44] According to the United States Department of State[image: External link]'s 2012 Human Rights Report on Uganda, "The World Bank's most recent Worldwide Governance Indicators reflected corruption was a severe problem" and that "the country annually loses 768.9 billion shillings ($286 million) to corruption."[39]

Ugandan parliamentarians in 2014 were earning 60 times what was being earned by most state employees and they were seeking a major increase. This was causing widespread criticism and protests, including the smuggling of two piglets into the parliament in June 2014 to highlight corruption amongst members of parliament. The protesters, who were arrested, were using the word "MPigs" to highlight their grievance.[45]

A specific scandal, which had significant international consequences and highlighted the presence of corruption in high-level government offices, was the embezzlement of $12.6 million of donor funds from the Office of the Prime Minister in 2012. These funds were "earmarked as crucial support for rebuilding northern Uganda, ravaged by a 20-year war, and Karamoja, Uganda's poorest region." This scandal prompted the EU, the UK, Germany, Denmark, Ireland, and Norway to suspend aid.[46]

Widespread grand and petty corruption involving public officials and political patronage systems have also seriously affected the investment climate in Uganda. One of the high corruption risk areas is the public procurement in which non-transparent under-the-table cash payments are often demanded from procurement officers.[47]

What may ultimately compound this problem is the availability of oil. The Petroleum Bill, passed by parliament in 2012 and touted by the NRM as bringing transparency to the oil sector, has failed to please domestic and international political commentators and economists. For instance, Angelo Izama, a Ugandan energy analyst at the US-based Open Society Foundation said the new law was tantamount to "handing over an ATM (cash) machine" to Museveni and his regime.[48] According to Global Witness in 2012, a non-governmental organization devoted to international law, Uganda now has "oil reserves that have the potential to double the government's revenue within six to ten years, worth an estimated" US $2.4 billion per year.[49]

The Non-Governmental Organizations (Amendment) Act, passed in 2006, has stifled the productivity of NGOs through erecting barriers to entry, activity, funding and assembly within the sector. Burdensome and corrupt registration procedures (i.e. requiring recommendations from government officials; annual re-registration), unreasonable regulation of operations (i.e. requiring government notification prior to making contact with individuals in NGO's area of interest), and the precondition that all foreign funds be passed through the Bank of Uganda, among other things, are severely limiting the output of the NGO sector. Furthermore, the sector's freedom of speech has been continually infringed upon through the use of intimidation, and the recent Public Order Management Bill (severely limiting freedom of assembly) will only add to the government's stockpile of ammunition.[50]
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 Political divisions




Main article: Administrative divisions of Uganda[image: External link]


Uganda is divided into 112 districts[image: External link].[51][52] The districts are subdivided into counties[image: External link]. Each county is subdivided into sub-counties[image: External link], parishes, and villages.



	Administrative units (August 2014)



	Districts
	112



	Counties
	181



	Sub counties
	1,382



	Municipalities
	22



	Town councils
	174




Political subdivisions in Uganda are officially served and united by the Uganda Local Governments Association[image: External link] (ULGA), a voluntary and non-profit body which also serves as a forum for support and guidance for Ugandan sub-national governments.[54]

Parallel with the state administration, five traditional Bantu[image: External link] kingdoms have remained, enjoying some degrees of mainly cultural autonomy. The kingdoms are Toro[image: External link], Busoga[image: External link], Bunyoro[image: External link], Buganda[image: External link], and Rwenzururu[image: External link]. Furthermore, some groups attempt to restore Ankole[image: External link] as one of the officially recognised traditional kingdoms, to no avail yet.[55] Several other kingdoms and chiefdoms are officially recognized by the government, including the union of Alur chiefdoms, the Iteso paramount chieftaincy, the paramount chieftaincy of Lango and the Padhola state.[56]
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 Foreign relations and military




Further information: Foreign relations of Uganda[image: External link] and Uganda People's Defence Force[image: External link]


In Uganda, the Uganda People's Defence Force[image: External link] serves as the military. The number of military personnel in Uganda[image: External link] is estimated at 45,000 soldiers on active duty. The Uganda army is involved in several peacekeeping and combat missions in the region, with commentators noting that only the United States Armed Forces[image: External link] is deployed in more countries. Uganda has soldiers deployed in the northern and eastern areas of the Democratic Republic of the Congo and in the Central African Republic[image: External link], Somalia[image: External link], and South Sudan[image: External link].[57]
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 Human rights




Main article: Human rights in Uganda[image: External link]


There are many areas which continue to attract concern when it comes to human rights in Uganda.

Conflict in the northern parts of the country continues to generate reports of abuses by both the rebel Lord's Resistance Army (LRA), led by Joseph Kony[image: External link], and the Ugandan Army[image: External link]. A UN official accused the LRA in February 2009 of "appalling brutality" in the Democratic Republic of Congo.[58]

The number of internally displaced persons[image: External link] is estimated at 1.4 million. Torture continues to be a widespread practice amongst security organisations. Attacks on political freedom in the country, including the arrest and beating of opposition members of parliament, have led to international criticism, culminating in May 2005 in a decision by the British government to withhold part of its aid to the country. The arrest of the main opposition leader Kizza Besigye[image: External link] and the siege of the High Court during a hearing of Besigye's case by heavily armed security forces – before the February 2006 elections[image: External link] – led to condemnation.[59]

Child labour[image: External link] is common in Uganda. Many child workers are active in agriculture.[60] Children who work on tobacco farms in Uganda are exposed to health hazards.[60] Child domestic servants in Uganda risk sexual abuse[image: External link].[60] Trafficking of children[image: External link] occurs.[60] Slavery[image: External link] and forced labour[image: External link] are prohibited by the Ugandan constitution.[60]

The US Committee for Refugees and Immigrants reported several violations of refugee rights in 2007, including forcible deportations by the Ugandan government and violence directed against refugees.[61]

Torture and extrajudicial killings have been a pervasive problem in Uganda in recent years. For instance, according to a 2012 US State Department report, "the African Center for Treatment and Rehabilitation for Torture Victims registered 170 allegations of torture against police, 214 against the UPDF, 1 against military police, 23 against the Special Investigations Unit, 361 against unspecified security personnel, and 24 against prison officials" between January and September 2012.[39]

In September 2009 Museveni refused Kabaka Muwenda Mutebi, the Baganda king, permission to visit some areas of Buganda Kingdom, particularly the Kayunga district. Riots occurred and over 40 people were killed while others remain imprisoned to this date. Furthermore, 9 more people were killed during the April 2011 "Walk to Work" demonstrations. According to the Humans Rights Watch 2013 World Report on Uganda, the government has failed to investigate the killings associated with both of these events.[62]
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 LGBT rights




Main article: LGBT rights in Uganda[image: External link]


In 2007, a Ugandan newspaper, the Red Pepper[image: External link], published a list of allegedly gay men, many of whom suffered harassment as a result.[63]

On 9 October 2010, the Ugandan newspaper Rolling Stone[image: External link] published a front page article titled "100 Pictures of Uganda's Top Homos Leak" that listed the names, addresses, and photographs of 100 homosexuals alongside a yellow banner that read "Hang Them".[64] The paper also alleged that homosexuals aimed to recruit[image: External link] Ugandan children. This publication attracted international attention and criticism from human rights organisations, such as Amnesty International[image: External link],[65] No Peace Without Justice[image: External link][66] and the International Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, Trans and Intersex Association[image: External link].[67] According to gay rights[image: External link] activists, many Ugandans have been attacked since the publication.[68] On 27 January 2011, gay rights activist David Kato[image: External link] was murdered.[69]

In 2009, the Ugandan parliament considered an Anti-Homosexuality Bill[image: External link] that would have broadened the criminalisation of homosexuality by introducing the death penalty for people who have previous convictions, or are HIV-positive, and engage in same-sex sexual acts. The bill also included provisions for Ugandans who engage in same-sex sexual relations outside of Uganda, asserting that they may be extradited[image: External link] back to Uganda for punishment, and included penalties for individuals, companies, media organisations, or non-governmental organisations that support legal protection for homosexuality or sodomy. The private member's bill[image: External link] was submitted by MP[image: External link] David Bahati[image: External link] in Uganda on 14 October 2009, and was believed to have had widespread support in the Uganda parliament.[70] The hacktivist group Anonymous hacked into Ugandan government websites in protest of the bill.[71] The debate of the bill was delayed in response to global condemnation but was eventually passed on 20 December 2013 and signed by President Yoweri Museveni on 24 February 2014. The death penalty was dropped in the final legislation. The law was widely condemned by the international community. Denmark, the Netherlands, and Sweden said they would withhold aid. The World Bank[image: External link] on 28 February 2014 said it would postpone a US$90 million loan, while the United States said it was reviewing ties with Uganda.[72] On 1 August 2014, the Constitutional Court of Uganda[image: External link] ruled the bill invalid as it was not passed with the required quorum[image: External link].[73][74][75] A 13 August 2014 news report said that the Ugandan attorney general had dropped all plans to appeal, per a directive from President Museveni who was concerned about foreign reaction to the bill and who also said that any newly introduced bill should not criminalize same-sex relationships between consenting adults.[76]


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Economy and infrastructure




Main articles: Economy of Uganda[image: External link], Energy in Uganda[image: External link], and Agriculture in Uganda[image: External link]


The Bank of Uganda[image: External link] is the central bank[image: External link] of Uganda and handles monetary policy along with the printing of the Ugandan shilling[image: External link].[77]

In 2015, Uganda's economy generated export income from the following merchandise: coffee (US $402.63 million), oil re-exports (US $131.25 million), base metals and products (US $120.00 million), fish (US $117.56 million), maize (US $90.97 million), cement (US $80.13 million), tobacco (US $73.13 million), tea (US $69.94 million), sugar (US $66.43 million), hides and skins (US $62.71 million), cocoa beans (US $55.67 million), beans (US $53.88 million), simsim[image: External link] (US $52.20 million), flowers (US $51.44 million), and other products (US $766.77 million).[78]

The country has been experiencing consistent economic growth. In fiscal year 2015-16, Uganda recorded gross domestic product growth of 4.6 percent in real terms and 11.6 percent in nominal terms. This compares to 5.0 percent real growth in fiscal year 2014-15.[79]:vii

The country has largely untapped reserves of both crude oil[image: External link] and natural gas.[80] While agriculture accounted for 56 percent of the economy in 1986, with coffee as its main export, it has now been surpassed by the services sector, which accounted for 52 percent of GDP in 2007.[81] In the 1950s, the British colonial regime encouraged some 500,000 subsistence farmers to join co-operatives.[82] Since 1986, the government (with the support of foreign countries and international agencies) has acted to rehabilitate an economy devastated during the regime of Idi Amin and the subsequent civil war.[3]

In 2012, the World Bank still listed Uganda on the Heavily Indebted Poor Countries[image: External link] list.[83]

Economic growth has not always led to poverty reduction[image: External link]. Despite an average annual growth of 2.5 percent between 2000 and 2003, poverty levels increased by 3.8 percent during that time.[84] This has highlighted the importance of avoiding jobless growth[image: External link] and is part of the rising awareness in development circles of the need for equitable growth[image: External link] not just in Uganda, but across the developing world.[84]

With the Uganda securities exchanges established in 1996, several equities have been listed. The government has used the stock market as an avenue for privatisation. All government treasury issues are listed on the securities exchange. The Capital Markets Authority has licensed 18 brokers, asset managers, and investment advisors including: African Alliance Investment Bank, Baroda Capital Markets Uganda Limited, Crane Financial Services Uganda Limited, Crested Stocks and Securities Limited, Dyer & Blair Investment Bank, Equity Stock Brokers Uganda Limited, Renaissance Capital Investment Bank and UAP Financial Services Limited.[85] As one of the ways of increasing formal domestic savings, pension sector reform is the centre of attention (2007).[86][87]

Uganda traditionally depends on Kenya for access to the Indian Ocean port of Mombasa[image: External link]. Efforts have intensified to establish a second access route to the sea via the lakeside ports of Bukasa[image: External link] in Uganda and Musoma[image: External link] in Tanzania, connected by railway to Arusha[image: External link] in the Tanzanian interior and to the port of Tanga[image: External link] on the Indian Ocean.[88]

Uganda is a member of the East African Community[image: External link] and a potential member of the planned East African Federation[image: External link].

Uganda has a large diaspora, residing mainly in the United States and the United Kingdom. This diaspora has contributed enormously to Uganda's economic growth through remittances and other investments (especially property). According to the World Bank, Uganda received in 2016 an estimated US $1.099 billion in remittances from abroad, second only to Kenya (US $1.574 billion) in the East African Community.[89] Uganda also serves as an economic hub for a number of neighbouring countries like the Democratic Republic of the Congo,[90] South Sudan,[91] and Rwanda.[92]

The Ugandan Bureau of Statistics announced inflation was 4.6 percent in November 2016.[93]
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 Poverty




Uganda is one of the poorest nations in the world. In 2012, 37.8 percent of the population lived on less than $1.25 a day.[94] Despite making enormous progress in reducing the countrywide poverty incidence from 56 percent of the population in 1992 to 24.5 percent in 2009, poverty remains deep-rooted in the country's rural areas, which are home to 84 percent of Ugandans.[95]

People in rural areas of Uganda depend on farming as the main source of income and 90 per cent of all rural women work in the agricultural sector.[96] In addition to agricultural work, rural women are responsible for the caretaking of their families. The average Ugandan woman spends 9 hours a day on domestic tasks, such as preparing food and clothing, fetching water and firewood, and caring for the elderly, the sick as well as orphans. As such, women on average work longer hours than men, between 12 and 18 hours per day, with a mean of 15 hours, as compared to men, who work between 8 and 10 hours a day.[97]

To supplement their income, rural women may engage in small-scale entrepreneurial activities such as rearing and selling local breeds of animals. Nonetheless, because of their heavy workload, they have little time for these income-generating activities. The poor cannot support their children at school and in most cases, girls drop out of school to help out in domestic work or to get married. Other girls engage in sex work. As a result, young women tend to have older and more sexually experienced partners and this puts women at a disproportionate risk of getting affected by HIV, accounting for about 57 per cent of all adults living with HIV in Uganda.[98]

Maternal health in rural Uganda lags behind national policy targets and the Millennium Development Goals[image: External link], with geographical inaccessibility, lack of transport and financial burdens identified as key demand-side constraints to accessing maternal health services;[99] as such, interventions like intermediate transport mechanisms have been adopted as a means to improve women's access to maternal health care services in rural regions of the country.[100]

Gender inequality is the main hindrance to reducing women's poverty. Women submit to an overall lower social status than men. For many women, this reduces their power to act independently, participate in community life, become educated and escape reliance upon abusive men.[101]
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Main article: Communications in Uganda[image: External link]


There are seven telecommunications companies serving over 21 million subscribers[102] in a population of over 34 million.[53] More than 95 percent of internet connections are made using mobile phones.[103]

The total mobile and fixed telephony subscriptions increased from over 20 million to over 21 million yielding an increment of over 1.1 million subscribers (5.4 increase) compared to the 4.1 percent increases realized in the previous quarter Q4 2014 (October–December).[102]



	Mobile & Fixed Telephony



	Indicators
	Q4 2014
	Q1 2015
	Change (%)



	Mobile Subscriptions (prepaid)
	20,257,656
	21,347,079
	5.4



	Mobile Subscriptions (post-paid)
	108,285
	110,282
	1.8



	Fixed subscriptions
	324,442
	349,163
	7.6



	Tele-density
	56.5
	62.5
	10.6



	National status
	20,690,383
	21,806,523
	5.4





[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Energy




See also: Energy in Uganda[image: External link]


In the 1980s, the majority of energy in Uganda came from charcoal and wood. However, oil was found in the Lake Albert[image: External link] area, totaling an estimated 95,000,000 m3 (3.354893339×109 cu ft) barrels of crude.[80] Heritage Oil[image: External link] discovered one of the largest crude oil finds in Uganda, and continues operations there.[104]
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 Water supply and sanitation




Main article: Water supply and sanitation in Uganda[image: External link]


According to a 2006 published report, the Ugandan water supply and sanitation sector had made substantial progress in urban areas since the mid-1990s, with substantial increases in coverage as well as in operational and commercial performance.[105]:3–4 Sector reforms in the period 1998-2003 included the commercialization and modernization of the National Water and Sewerage Corporation[image: External link] operating in cities and larger towns, as well as decentralization and private sector participation in small towns.[106]:15

Although, these reforms have attracted significant international attention, 38 percent of the population still had no access to an improved water source[image: External link] in 2010. Concerning access to improved sanitation[image: External link], figures have varied widely. According to government figures, it was 70 percent in rural areas and 81 percent in urban areas in 2011,[107] while according to UN figures it was only 34 percent.[108]

The water and sanitation sector was recognized as a key area under the 2004 Poverty Eradication Action Plan (PEAP), Uganda's main strategy paper to fight poverty.[109]:182–188 According to a 2006 published report, a comprehensive expenditure framework had been introduced to coordinate financial support by external donors, the national government, and nongovernmental organizations[image: External link].[110]:5 The PEAP estimated that from 2001 to 2015, about US $1.4 billion, or US $92 million per year, was needed to increase water supply coverage up to 95 percent, with rural areas needing US $956 million, urban areas and large towns needing US $281 million, and small towns needing US $136 million.[109]:182–183
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 Education




Main article: Education in Uganda[image: External link]


At the 2002 census, Uganda had a literacy[image: External link] rate of 66.8 percent (76.8 percent male and 57.7 percent female).[3] Public spending on education was at 5.2 percent of the 2002–2005 GDP.[111]
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 Health




Main articles: Health in Uganda[image: External link] and HIV/AIDS in Uganda[image: External link]


Uganda has been among the rare HIV[image: External link] success stories.[111] Infection rates of 30 per cent of the population in the 1980s fell to 6.4 percent by the end of 2008.[112] However, there has been a spike in recent years compared to the mid-1990s.[113] Meanwhile, the practice of abstinence was found to have decreased.[114]

The prevalence of female genital mutilation[image: External link] (FGM) is low: according to a 2013 UNICEF report,[115] Only 1 percent of women in Uganda have undergone FGM, with the practice being illegal in the country.[116]

Life expectancy[image: External link] at birth was estimated to be 53.45 years in 2012.[117] The infant mortality[image: External link] rate was approximately 61 deaths per 1,000 children in 2012.[118] There were eight physicians per 100,000 persons in the early 2000s.[111] The 2006 Uganda Demographic Health Survey (UDHS) indicated that roughly 6,000 women die each year from pregnancy-related complications.[119] However, recent[ when?[image: External link]] pilot studies by Future Health Systems have shown that this rate could be significantly reduced by implementing a voucher scheme for health services and transport to clinics.[120][121]

Uganda's elimination of user fees at state health facilities in 2001 has resulted in an 80 percent increase in visits, with over half of this increase coming from the poorest 20 percent of the population.[122] This policy has been cited as a key factor in helping Uganda achieve its Millennium Development Goals and as an example of the importance of equity in achieving those goals.[84] Despite this policy, many users are denied care if they do not provide their own medical equipment, as happened in the highly publicised case of Jennifer Anguko.[123] Poor communication within hospitals,[124] low satisfaction with health services[125] and distance to health service providers undermine the provision of quality health care to people living in Uganda, and particularly for those in poor and elderly-headed households.[126] The provision of subsidies for poor and rural populations, along with the extension of public private partnerships, have been identified as important provisions to enable vulnerable populations to access health services.[126]

In July 2012, there was an Ebola[image: External link] outbreak in the Kibaale District[image: External link] of the country.[127] On 4 October 2012, the Ministry of Health officially declared the end of the outbreak after at least 16 people had died.[128]

The Health Ministry announced on 16 August 2013 that three people had died in northern Uganda from a suspected outbreak of Congo Crimean Hemorrhagic Fever[image: External link].[129]
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 Crime and law enforcement




In Uganda, the Allied Democratic Forces[image: External link] is considered a violent rebel force that opposes the Ugandan government. These rebels are an enemy of the Uganda People's Defence Force and are considered an affiliate of Al-Shabaab[image: External link].[130]
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 Science and technology




Main article: Science and technology in Uganda[image: External link]


The National Science, Technology and Innovation Policy dates from 2009. Its overarching goal is to ‘strengthen national capability to generate, transfer and apply scientific knowledge, skills and technologies that ensure sustainable utilisation of natural resources for the realisation of Uganda’s development objectives.’ The policy precedes Uganda Vision 2040, which was launched in April 2013 to transform ‘Ugandan society from a peasant to a modern and prosperous country within 30 years,’ in the words of the Cabinet. Uganda Vision 2040 vows to strengthen the private sector, improve education and training, modernize infrastructure and the underdeveloped services and agriculture sectors, foster industrialization and promote good governance, among other goals. Potential areas for economic development include oil and gas, tourism, minerals and information and communication technologies (ICTs).[131]

Research funding climbed between 2008 and 2010 from 0.33% to 0.48% of GDP. Over the same period, the number of researchers doubled (in head counts) from 1 387 to 2 823, according to the UNESCO Institute for Statistics[image: External link]. This represents a leap from 44 to 83 researchers per million inhabitants over the same period. One in four researchers is a woman.[131]
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 Demographics




Main article: Demographics of Uganda[image: External link]


The country has a significant overpopulation problem.[132] Uganda's population grew from 9.5 million people in 1969 to 34.9 million in 2014. With respect to the last inter-censal period (September 2002), the population increased by 10.6 million people in the past 12 years.[133] Uganda's median age[image: External link] of 15 years is the lowest in the world.[3] Uganda has the fifth highest total fertility rate[image: External link] in the world, at 5.97 children born per woman (2014 estimates).[3]

There were about 80,000 Indians in Uganda[image: External link] before Idi Amin required the expulsion of Ugandan-Asians[image: External link] (mostly of Indian origin) in 1972, which reduced the population to as low as 7,000. Many Indians, however, returned to Uganda after Amin's fall ouster in 1979. Around 90 percent of Ugandan Indians reside in Kampala.[134]

According to the UNHCR, Uganda hosted over 190,000 refugees in 2013. Most of the latter came from neighbouring countries in the African Great Lakes[image: External link] region, namely Burundi[image: External link], the Democratic Republic of the Congo, Kenya[image: External link], Rwanda[image: External link], and Sudan[image: External link].[135]
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Main article: Languages of Uganda[image: External link]


Swahili[image: External link], a widely used language throughout the African Great Lakes region, was approved as the country's second official national language in 2005.[2][136] English was the only official language until the constitution was amended in 2005. Although Swahili has not been favoured by the Bantu-speaking populations of the south and south-west of the country, it is an important lingua franca[image: External link] in the northern regions. It is also widely used in the police and military forces, which may be a historical result of the disproportionate recruitment of northerners into the security forces during the colonial period. The status of Swahili has thus alternated with the political group in power.[137] For example, Idi Amin, who came from the north-west, declared Swahili to be the national language.[138]
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Main article: Religion in Uganda[image: External link]


According to the 2002 census, Christians made up about 85 percent of Uganda's population.[139] The Roman Catholic Church[image: External link] had the largest number of adherents (41.9 percent), followed by the Anglican[image: External link] Church of Uganda[image: External link] (35.9 percent). Adventist[image: External link], Evangelical[image: External link], Pentecostal[image: External link], and other Protestant[image: External link] churches claimed most of the remaining Christians, although there was also a tiny Eastern Orthodox[image: External link] community.[139] The next most reported religion of Uganda was Islam[image: External link], with Muslims representing 12.1 percent of the population.[139]

The Muslim population is primarily Sunni. There are also minorities who are Shia[image: External link] (7 percent), Ahmadiyya[image: External link] (4 percent), and those that are non-denominational Muslims[image: External link], Sufi[image: External link] Muslims[image: External link].[140][141]

The remainder of the population according to the 2002 census followed traditional religions (1.0 percent), Baha'i (0.1 percent), other non-Christian religions (0.7 percent), or had no religious affiliation (0.9 percent).[139]

The Northern Region[image: External link], including the West Nile sub-region[image: External link], is predominantly Catholic[image: External link], while the Iganga District[image: External link] in eastern Uganda has the highest percentage of Muslims. The rest of the country has a mix of religious affiliations.[142]
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 Largest cities
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Main articles: Culture of Uganda[image: External link], Music of Uganda[image: External link], Ugandan cuisine[image: External link], List of African writers (by country) § Uganda[image: External link], and List of Ugandans[image: External link]


Owing to the large number of communities, culture within Uganda is diverse. Many Asians (mostly from India) who were expelled during the regime of Idi Amin have returned to Uganda.[143]
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 Basketball




The country has an increasingly successful national basketball team[image: External link]. It is nicknamed "The Silverbacks",[144] and made its debut at the 2015 FIBA Africa Championship[image: External link].
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 Baseball




In July 2011, Kampala, Uganda qualified for the 2011 Little League World Series[image: External link] in Williamsport, Pennsylvania[image: External link] for the first time, beating Saudi Arabian baseball team Dharan LL, although visa complications prevented them from attending the series.[145] Little League teams from Uganda qualified for and attended the 2012[image: External link].d[146]
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Main article: Media of Uganda[image: External link]
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Main article: Cinema of Uganda[image: External link]


The Ugandan film industry is relatively young. It is developing quickly, but still faces an assortment of challenges. There has been support for the industry as seen in the proliferation of film festivals such as Amakula, Pearl International Film Festival[image: External link], Maisha African Film Festival and Manya Human Rights Festival. However filmmakers struggle against the competing markets from other countries on the continent such as those in Nigeria and South Africa in addition to the big budget films from Hollywood.[147]

The first publicly recognised film that was produced solely by Ugandans was Feelings Struggle, which was directed and written by Hajji Ashraf Ssemwogerere[image: External link] in 2005.[148] This marks the year of ascent of film in Uganda, a time where many enthusiasts were proud to classify themselves as cinematographers in varied capacities.[149]

The local film industry is polarised between two types of filmmakers. The first are filmmakers who use the Nollywood[image: External link] video film era[image: External link]'s guerrilla approach to film making, churning out a picture in around two weeks and screening it in makeshift video halls. The second is the filmmaker who has the film aesthetic, but with limited funds has to depend on the competitive scramble for donor cash.[147]

Though cinema in Uganda is evolving it still faces major challenges. Along with technical problems such as refining acting and editing skills, there are issues regarding funding and lack of government support and investment. There are no schools in the country dedicated to film, banks do not extend credit to film ventures, and distribution and marketing of movies remains poor.[147][149]

The Uganda Communications Commission (UCC) is preparing regulations starting in 2014 that require Ugandan television to broadcast 70 percent Ugandan content and of this, 40 percent to be independent productions. With the emphasis on Ugandan Film and the UCC regulations favouring Ugandan productions for mainstream television, Ugandan film may become more prominent and successful in the near future.[149]
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Democratic Republic of the Congo






Not to be confused with the neighbouring Republic of the Congo[image: External link].

Coordinates[image: External link]: 2.88°S 23.656°E[image: External link]

The Democratic Republic of the Congo (/'kaNGgoU /[image: External link]; French pronunciation: ​ [kɔ̃ɡo][image: External link]; French[image: External link]: République démocratique du Congo), also known as DR Congo, DRC, DROC, Congo-Kinshasa or simply the Congo,[6][7] is a country[image: External link] located in Central Africa[image: External link]. The DRC borders the Central African Republic[image: External link] and South Sudan[image: External link] to the north; Uganda, Rwanda[image: External link], Burundi[image: External link] and Tanzania[image: External link] to the east; Zambia[image: External link] and Angola[image: External link] to the south; the Republic of the Congo[image: External link] to the west and the Atlantic Ocean[image: External link] to the southwest. It is the second-largest country in Africa by area and eleventh largest in the world[image: External link]. With a population of over 80 million,[1] the Democratic Republic of the Congo is the most populated officially Francophone country[image: External link], the fourth most-populated nation in Africa and the eighteenth most populated country in the world[image: External link].

The territory of the DR Congo was first settled by humans around 90,000 years ago. Bantu peoples[image: External link] began migrating into the region in the 5th century and again in the 10th century. In the West of the region the Kingdom of Kongo[image: External link] ruled from the 14th to 19th centuries, while in the centre and East of the region the kingdoms of Luba[image: External link] and Lunda[image: External link] ruled from the 16th and 17th centuries to the 19th century. In the 1870s, before the onset of the Scramble for Africa[image: External link], European exploration of the Congo was carried out, first led by Sir Henry Morton Stanley[image: External link] under the sponsorship of King Leopold II of Belgium[image: External link]. Leopold formally acquired rights to the Congo territory at the Conference of Berlin[image: External link] in 1885 and made the land his private property. He named it the Congo Free State[image: External link]. During the Free State the colonial[image: External link] military unit, the Force Publique[image: External link], forced the local population into producing rubber[image: External link], and from 1885 to 1908 millions of Congolese died as a consequence of disease and exploitation. In 1908 Belgium[image: External link], despite initial reluctance, formally annexed the Free State from Leopold, which became the Belgian Congo[image: External link].

The Belgian Congo achieved independence on 30 June 1960 under the name Republic of the Congo (Léopoldville)[image: External link]. Congolese nationalist[image: External link] Patrice Lumumba[image: External link] was elected[image: External link] the first Prime Minister[image: External link], while Joseph Kasa-Vubu[image: External link] became the first President[image: External link]. Conflict arose over the administration of the territory, which became known as the Congo Crisis[image: External link]. The provinces[image: External link] of Katanga[image: External link], under Moïse Tshombe[image: External link], and South Kasai[image: External link] attempted to secede from the Congo. On 5 September 1960, Kasa-Vubu dismissed Lumumba from office, encouraged by the United States and Belgium after Lumumba turned to the Soviet Union[image: External link] for assistance in the crisis. On 14 September, with U.S. and Belgian support, Lumumba was arrested by forces loyal to Army Chief of Staff Joseph-Désiré Mobutu[image: External link], who had gained de facto[image: External link] control over the country through a coup d'état[image: External link] the same day, and on 17 January 1961 Lumumba was handed over to Katangan authorities and executed by Belgian-led Katangese troops.

In 1965 Joseph-Désiré Mobutu, who later renamed himself Mobutu Sese Seko, officially came into power through a second coup[image: External link]. In 1971 he renamed the country Zaire[image: External link]. The country was run as a one-party state with his Popular Movement of the Revolution[image: External link] as the sole legal party. Mobutu's government received considerable support from the United States for its anti-communist stance during the Cold War[image: External link]. By the early 1990s Mobutu's government began to weaken. Disenfranchisement of the eastern Congolese Tutsi[image: External link] population led to a 1996 invasion led by Tutsi[image: External link]-ruled Rwanda, which began the First Congo War[image: External link]. On 17 May 1997 Laurent-Désiré Kabila[image: External link], a leader of Tutsi forces from the province of South Kivu[image: External link], became President, bringing about the end of Mobutu's 32-year rule.[1] Tensions between President Kabila and the Rwandan and Tutsi presence in the country led to the Second Congo War[image: External link] from 1998 to 2003. Ultimately, nine African countries and around twenty armed groups became involved in the war,[8] which resulted in the deaths of 5.4 million people.[9][10][11][12] The two wars devastated the country. President Laurent-Désiré Kabila was assassinated by one of his bodyguards on 16 January 2001 and was succeeded eight days later as President by his son Joseph Kabila[image: External link].

The Democratic Republic of Congo is extremely rich in natural resources[image: External link] but has had political instability[image: External link], a lack of infrastructure, issues with corruption and centuries of both commercial and colonial extraction and exploitation with little holistic development. Besides the capital Kinshasa[image: External link], the two next largest cities Lubumbashi[image: External link] and Mbuji-Mayi[image: External link] are both mining communities. DR Congo's largest export is raw minerals, with China accepting over 50% of DRC's exports in 2012. As of 2016, according to the Human Development Index[image: External link] (HDI), DR Congo's level of human development ranks 176 out of 187 countries.[5]
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 Etymology




Further information: Congo River[image: External link] and Kongo people[image: External link]


The Democratic Republic of the Congo is named for the Congo River[image: External link], which flows through the entire country. The Congo River is the world's deepest river and the world's second largest river by discharge[image: External link]. The Comité d'études du haut Congo ("Committee for the Study of the Upper Congo"), established by King Leopold II of Belgium[image: External link] in 1876, and the International Association of the Congo[image: External link], established by him in 1879, were also named for the river.[13]

The Congo River itself was named by early European sailors after the Kingdom of Kongo[image: External link] and their Bantu[image: External link] inhabitants, the Kongo people[image: External link], when they encountered them in the 16th century.[14][15] The word Kongo comes from their Kongo language[image: External link] (also called Kikongo). According to American writer Samuel Henry Nelson "It is probable that the word 'Kongo' itself implies a public gathering and that it is based on the root konga, 'to gather' (trans[itive])."[16] The modern name of the Kongo people[image: External link] or Bakongo was introduced in the early 20th century.

The name of the country from 1971 to 1997 was Zaire[image: External link], which came from a past name for the Congo River. The word Zaire is from a Portuguese[image: External link] adaptation of a Kikongo[image: External link] word nzere ("river"), a truncation of nzadi o nzere ("river swallowing rivers").[17] The river was known as Zaire during the 16th and 17th centuries; Congo seems to have replaced Zaire gradually in English usage during the 18th century, and Congo is the preferred English name in 19th-century literature, although references to Zaire as the name used by the natives (i.e. derived from Portuguese usage) remained common.[18]

The Democratic Republic of the Congo was formerly known as, in chronological order, the Congo Free State[image: External link], Belgian Congo[image: External link], the Republic of the Congo (Léopoldville)[image: External link], the Democratic Republic of the Congo and the Republic of Zaire[image: External link], before returning to its current name the Democratic Republic of the Congo.[1]

From 1965 to 27 October 1971 the country was officially renamed from its former name at independence, "Republic of the Congo (Léopoldville)", to the "Democratic Republic of the Congo". It was changed to the "Republic of Zaire" in 1971 by President Mobutu Sese Seko[image: External link].[19] In 1992 the Sovereign National Conference voted to change the name of the country to the "Democratic Republic of the Congo", but the change was not put into practice.[20] The country's name was restored by President Laurent-Désiré Kabila[image: External link] following the fall of Mobutu in 1997.[21]


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 History




Main article: History of the Democratic Republic of the Congo[image: External link]
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 Early history




Main article: Early Congolese history[image: External link]


The area now known as the DR Congo was populated as early as 90,000 years ago, as shown by the 1988 discovery of the Semliki harpoon[image: External link] at Katanda[image: External link], one of the oldest barbed harpoons ever found, believed to have been used to catch giant river catfish[image: External link].[22][23]

Some historians think that Bantu peoples[image: External link] began settling in the extreme northwest of Central Africa at the beginning of the 5th century and then gradually started to expand southward. Their propagation was accelerated by the transition from Stone Age[image: External link] to Iron Age[image: External link] techniques. The people living in the south and southwest were mostly San Bushmen[image: External link] and hunter-gatherer[image: External link] groups, whose technology involved only minimal use of metal technologies. The development of metal tools during this time period revolutionized agriculture and animal husbandry[image: External link]. This led to the displacement of the hunter-gatherer[image: External link] groups in the east and southeast.

The 10th century marked the final expansion of the Bantu[image: External link] in West-Central Africa. Rising populations soon made possible intricate local, regional and foreign commercial networks that traded mostly in salt, iron and copper.
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 Congo Free State (1877–1908)




Main articles: Colonisation of the Congo[image: External link] and Congo Free State[image: External link]


Belgian exploration[image: External link] and administration took place from the 1870s until the 1920s. It was first led by Sir Henry Morton Stanley[image: External link], who undertook his explorations under the sponsorship of King Leopold II of Belgium[image: External link]. The eastern regions of the precolonial Congo were heavily disrupted by constant slave raiding[image: External link], mainly from Arab–Swahili slave traders[image: External link] such as the infamous Tippu Tip[image: External link],[24] who was well known to Stanley. Leopold had designs on what was to become the Congo as a colony.[25] In a succession of negotiations, Leopold, professing humanitarian objectives in his capacity as chairman of the front organization[image: External link] Association Internationale Africaine[image: External link], actually played one European rival against another.[citation needed[image: External link]]

Leopold formally acquired rights to the Congo territory at the Conference of Berlin[image: External link] in 1885 and made the land his private property. He named it the Congo Free State.[25] Leopold's regime began various infrastructure projects, such as construction of the railway that ran from the coast to the capital[image: External link] of Leopoldville (now Kinshasa), which took eight years to complete. Nearly all such infrastructure projects were aimed at making it easier to increase the assets which Leopold and his associates could extract from the colony.[26]

In the Free State, colonists brutalized the local population into producing rubber[image: External link], for which the spread of automobiles and development of rubber tires created a growing international market. Rubber sales made a fortune for Leopold, who built several buildings in Brussels[image: External link] and Ostend[image: External link] to honor himself and his country. To enforce the rubber quotas, the army, the Force Publique[image: External link], was called in and made the practice of cutting off the limbs of the natives a matter of policy.[27]

During the period of 1885–1908, millions of Congolese died as a consequence of exploitation and disease. In some areas the population declined dramatically – it has been estimated that sleeping sickness[image: External link] and smallpox[image: External link] killed nearly half the population in the areas surrounding the lower Congo River[image: External link].[27] A government commission later concluded that the population of the Congo had been "reduced by half" during this period,[26] but determining precisely how many people died is impossible, as no accurate records exist.
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 Belgian Congo (1908–60)




Main article: Belgian Congo[image: External link]


In 1908 the Belgian parliament[image: External link], despite initial reluctance, bowed to international pressure (especially from the United Kingdom) and took over the Free State from King Leopold II[image: External link].[28] On 18 October 1908 the Belgian parliament voted in favour of annexing the Congo as a Belgian colony[image: External link]. Executive power went to the Belgian minister of colonial affairs[image: External link], assisted by a Colonial Council (Conseil Colonial) (both located in Brussels[image: External link]). The Belgian parliament exercised legislative authority over the Belgian Congo. In 1926 the colonial capital moved from Boma to Léopoldville[image: External link], some 300 kilometres (190 mi) further upstream into the interior.

The transition from the Congo Free State to the Belgian Congo[image: External link] was a break but it also featured a large degree of continuity. The last Governor-general of the Congo Free State, Baron Wahis, remained in office in the Belgian Congo and the majority of Leopold II's administration with him.[29] Opening up the Congo and its natural and mineral riches to the Belgian economy remained the main motive for colonial expansion – however, other priorities, such as healthcare and basic education, slowly gained in importance.

Colonial administrators ruled the territory and a dual legal system existed (a system of European courts and another one of indigenous courts, tribunaux indigènes). Indigenous courts had only limited powers and remained under the firm control of the colonial administration. Records show that in 1936, 728 Belgian administrators ran the colony.[citation needed[image: External link]] The Belgian authorities permitted no political activity in the Congo whatsoever,[30] and the Force Publique[image: External link], a locally-recruited army under Belgian command, put down any attempts at rebellion.

The Belgian population of the colony increased from 1,928 in 1910 to nearly 89,000 in 1959.

The Belgian Congo was directly involved in the two world wars. During World War I[image: External link] (1914–1918), an initial stand-off between the Force Publique and the German colonial army in German East Africa[image: External link] ( Tanganyika[image: External link]) turned into open warfare with a joint Anglo-Belgian invasion of German colonial territory in 1916 and 1917 during the East African Campaign[image: External link]. The Force Publique gained a notable victory when it marched into Tabora[image: External link] in September 1916, under the command of General Charles Tombeur[image: External link] after heavy fighting.

After 1918, Belgium was rewarded for the participation of the Force Publique in the East African campaign with a League of Nations[image: External link] mandate over the previously German colony of Ruanda-Urundi[image: External link]. During World War II[image: External link], the Belgian Congo provided a crucial source of income for the Belgian government-in-exile[image: External link] in London, and the Force Publique again participated in Allied campaigns in Africa. Belgian Congolese forces under the command of Belgian officers notably fought against the Italian colonial army in Ethiopia in Asosa[image: External link], Bortaï and Saïo[image: External link] under Major-General Auguste-Eduard Gilliaert[image: External link] during the second East African Campaign[image: External link].[31]
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 Independence and political crisis (1960–65)




Main articles: Congo Crisis[image: External link] and Republic of the Congo (Leopoldville)[image: External link]


In May 1960, a growing nationalist movement, the Mouvement National Congolais[image: External link] or MNC Party, led by Patrice Lumumba[image: External link], won the parliamentary elections. Patrice Lumumba thus became the first Prime Minister of the Democratic Republic of the Congo. The parliament elected as President Joseph Kasavubu[image: External link], of the Alliance des Bakongo (ABAKO) party. Other parties that emerged included the Parti Solidaire Africain[image: External link] (or PSA) led by Antoine Gizenga[image: External link], and the Parti National du Peuple (or PNP) led by Albert Delvaux and Laurent Mbariko[image: External link]. (Congo 1960, dossiers du CRISP, Belgium).

The Belgian Congo achieved independence on 30 June 1960 under the name "République du Congo" ("Republic of Congo" or "Republic of the Congo" in English). Shortly after independence the Force Publique mutinied, and on July 11 the province of Katanga[image: External link] (led by Moïse Tshombe[image: External link]) and South Kasai[image: External link] engaged in secessionist struggles against the new leadership.[32][33] Most of the 100,000 Europeans who had remained behind after independence fled the country,[34] opening the way for Congolese to replace the European military and administrative elite.[35]

As the neighboring French colony of Middle Congo (Moyen Congo) also chose the name "Republic of Congo" upon achieving its independence, the two countries were more commonly known as "Congo-Léopoldville" and "Congo-Brazzaville", after their capital cities.

On 5 September 1960, Kasavubu dismissed Lumumba from office. Lumumba declared Kasavubu's action unconstitutional and a crisis between the two leaders developed. (cf. Sécession au Katanga – J.Gerald-Libois -Brussels- CRISP)

With events set in motion by the U.S. and Belgium, on 14 September, Lumumba was arrested by forces loyal to Joseph Mobutu[image: External link]. On 17 January 1961, he was handed over to Katangan authorities and executed by Belgian-led Katangese troops.[36] An investigation by the Belgium's Parliament in 2001 found that Belgium was "morally responsible" for the murder of Mr Lumumba, and the country has since officially apologised for its role in his death.[37] Amidst widespread confusion and chaos, a temporary government was led by technicians (Collège des Commissaires) with Evariste Kimba[image: External link]. The Katanga secession was ended in January 1963 with the assistance of UN forces. Several short-lived governments, of Joseph Ileo[image: External link], Cyrille Adoula[image: External link] and Moise Tshombe, took over in quick succession.

Lumumba had previously appointed Joseph Mobutu chief of staff of the new Congo army, Armée Nationale Congolaise[image: External link] (ANC).[citation needed[image: External link]] Taking advantage of the leadership crisis between Kasavubu and Lumumba, Mobutu garnered enough support within the army to create mutiny. With financial support from the United States and Belgium, Mobutu paid his soldiers privately. The aversion of Western powers to communism and leftist ideology influenced their decision to finance Mobutu's quest to neutralize Kasavubu and Lumumba in a coup[image: External link] by proxy. A constitutional referendum[image: External link] after Mobutu's coup of 1965 resulted in the country's official name being changed to the "Democratic Republic of the Congo."[1] In 1971 Mobutu changed the name again, this time to "Republic of Zaire".[38][19]
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 Zaire (1971–97)




Main article: Zaire[image: External link]


The new president had the support of the United States because of his staunch opposition[image: External link] to Communism, believing that his administration would serve as an effective counter to communist movements in Africa. A one-party system was established, and Mobutu declared himself head of state. He periodically held elections in which he was the only candidate. Although relative peace and stability were achieved, Mobutu's government was guilty of severe human rights violations, political repression, a cult of personality[image: External link] and corruption.

Corruption became so prevalent the term "le mal Zairois" or "Zairean Sickness",[39] meaning gross corruption, theft and mismanagement, was coined, reportedly by Mobutu himself.[40] International aid, most often in the form of loans, enriched Mobutu while he allowed national infrastructure such as roads to deteriorate to as little as one-quarter of what had existed in 1960. Zaire became a " kleptocracy[image: External link]" as Mobutu and his associates embezzled[image: External link] government funds.

In a campaign to identify himself with African nationalism, starting on 1 June 1966, Mobutu renamed the nation's cities: Léopoldville became Kinshasa[image: External link] [the country was now Democratic Republic of The Congo – Kinshasa], Stanleyville became Kisangani[image: External link], Elisabethville became Lubumbashi[image: External link], and Coquilhatville became Mbandaka[image: External link]. This renaming campaign was completed in the 1970s.

In 1971, Mobutu renamed the country the Republic of Zaire,[19] its fourth name change in 11 years and its sixth overall. The Congo River was renamed the Zaire River.

During the 1970s and 1980s, he was invited to visit the United States on several occasions, meeting with U.S. Presidents Richard Nixon[image: External link], Ronald Reagan[image: External link] and George H. W. Bush[image: External link].[41] Following the dissolution of the Soviet Union[image: External link] U.S. relations with Mobutu cooled, as he was no longer deemed necessary as a Cold War[image: External link] ally. Opponents within Zaire stepped up demands for reform. This atmosphere contributed to Mobutu's declaring the Third Republic in 1990, whose constitution was supposed to pave the way for democratic reform. The reforms turned out to be largely cosmetic. Mobutu continued in power until armed forces forced him to flee Zaire, in 1997.
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 Continental and Civil wars (1996–present)




Main articles: First Congo War[image: External link], Second Congo War[image: External link], and Kivu conflict[image: External link]


By 1996, following the Rwandan Civil War[image: External link] and genocide[image: External link] and the ascension of a Tutsi[image: External link]-led government in Rwanda, Rwandan Hutu[image: External link] militia forces ( Interahamwe[image: External link]) fled to eastern Zaire and used refugee camps as a base for incursions against Rwanda. They allied with the Zairian armed forces (FAZ) to launch a campaign against Congolese ethnic Tutsis in eastern Zaire.[42]

A coalition of Rwandan and Ugandan armies invaded Zaire to overthrow the government of Mobutu, and ultimately to control the mineral resources of Zaire, launching the First Congo War[image: External link]. The coalition allied with some opposition figures, led by Laurent-Désiré Kabila[image: External link], becoming the Alliance of Democratic Forces for the Liberation of Congo[image: External link] (AFDL). In 1997 Mobutu fled and Kabila marched into Kinshasa, naming himself president and reverting the name of the country to the Democratic Republic of the Congo.

Kabila later requested that foreign military forces return to their own countries—he had concerns that the Rwandan officers running his army were plotting a coup to give the presidency to a Tutsi who would report directly to the Rwandan president, Paul Kagame[image: External link]. Rwandan troops retreated to Goma and launched a new Tutsi-led rebel military movement called the Rassemblement Congolais pour la Democratie[image: External link] (RCD) to fight against Kabila, while Uganda instigated the creation of new rebel movement called the Movement for the Liberation of Congo[image: External link] (MLC), led by the Congolese warlord Jean-Pierre Bemba[image: External link]. The two rebel movements, along with Rwandan and Ugandan troops, started the Second Congo War[image: External link] by attacking the DRC army in 1998. Angolan, Zimbabwean and Namibian militaries entered the hostilities on the side of the government.

Kabila was assassinated in 2001. His son Joseph Kabila[image: External link] succeeded him and called for multilateral peace-talks. UN peacekeepers, MONUC[image: External link], now known as MONUSCO, arrived in April 2001. In 2002 and 2003 Bemba intervened in the Central African Republic[image: External link] on behalf of its former president, Ange-Félix Patassé[image: External link].[43] Talks led to the signing of a peace accord in which Kabila would share power with former rebels. By June 2003 all foreign armies except those of Rwanda had pulled out of Congo. A transitional government[image: External link] was set up until the election was over. A constitution was approved by voters, and on 30 July 2006 DRC held its first multi-party elections[image: External link]. An election-result dispute between Kabila and Jean-Pierre Bemba turned into an all-out battle between their supporters in the streets of Kinshasa[image: External link]. MONUC took control of the city. A new election took place in October 2006, which Kabila won, and on December 2006 he was sworn in as President.
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 Kivu conflict




However, Laurent Nkunda[image: External link], a member of RCD-Goma[image: External link], an RCD branch integrated to the army, defected along with troops loyal to him and formed the National Congress for the Defence of the People[image: External link] (CNDP), which began an armed rebellion against the government, starting the Kivu conflict[image: External link]. They were believed[by whom?[image: External link]] to be again backed by Rwanda as a way to tackle the Hutu[image: External link] group, Democratic Forces for the Liberation of Rwanda[image: External link] (FDLR). In March 2009, after a deal between the DRC and Rwanda, Rwandan troops entered the DRC and arrested Nkunda and were allowed to pursue FDLR militants. The CNDP signed a peace treaty with the government in which it agreed to become a political party and to have its soldiers integrated into the national army in exchange for the release of its imprisoned members.[44] In 2012 the leader of the CNDP, Bosco Ntaganda[image: External link], and troops loyal to him, mutinied and formed the rebel military March 23 Movement[image: External link], claiming a violation of the treaty by the government.[45]

In the resulting M23 rebellion[image: External link], M23 briefly captured the provincial capital of Goma[image: External link] in November 2012.[46][47] Neighboring countries, particularly Rwanda, have been accused of using rebels groups as proxies to gain control of the resource-rich country and of arming rebels, a claim they deny.[48][49] In March 2013, the United Nations Security Council[image: External link] authorized the United Nations Force Intervention Brigade[image: External link], the first offensive United Nations peacekeeping unit, to neutralize armed groups.[50] On 5 November 2013, M23 declared an end to its insurgency.[51]

Additionally, in northern Katanga[image: External link], the Mai-Mai[image: External link] created by Laurent Kabila slipped out of the control of Kinshasa with Gédéon Kyungu Mutanga[image: External link]'s Mai Mai Kata Katanga[image: External link] briefly invading the provincial capital of Lubumbashi[image: External link] in 2013 and 400,000 persons displaced in the province as of 2013.[52] On and off fighting in the Ituri conflict[image: External link] occurred between the Nationalist and Integrationist Front[image: External link] (FNI) and the Union of Congolese Patriots[image: External link] (UPC) who claimed to represent the Lendu[image: External link] and Hema[image: External link] ethnic groups, respectively. In the northeast, Joseph Kony[image: External link]'s LRA moved from their original bases in Uganda and South Sudan to DR Congo in 2005 and set up camps in the Garamba National Park.[53][54]

In 2009, The New York Times reported that people in the Congo continued to die at a rate of an estimated 45,000 per month[55] – estimates of the number who have died from the long conflict range from 900,000 to 5,400,000.[56] The death toll is due to widespread disease and famine; reports indicate that almost half of the individuals who have died are children under five years of age.[57] There have been frequent reports of weapon bearers killing civilians, of the destruction of property, of widespread sexual violence,[58] causing hundreds of thousands of people to flee their homes, and of other breaches of humanitarian and human rights law. One study found that more than 400,000 women are raped[image: External link] in the Democratic Republic of Congo every year.[59]
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 Kabila's term in office and multiple anti-government protests




In 2015 major protests[image: External link] broke out across the country and protesters demanded that Joseph Kabila[image: External link] step down as President. The protests began after the passage of a law by the Congolese lower house that, if also passed by the Congolese upper house, would keep Kabila in power at least until a national census was conducted (a process which would likely take several years and therefore keep him in power past the planned 2016 elections, which he is constitutionally barred from participating in).

This bill passed; however, it was gutted of the provision that would keep Joseph Kabila in power until a census took place. A census is supposed to take place, but it is no longer tied to when the elections take place. In 2015, elections were scheduled for late 2016 and a tenuous peace held in the Congo.

On 27 November, Congolese foreign minister, Raymond Tshibanda, told the press no elections will be held in 2016, after 20 December, the end of president Kabila's term.[60] In a conference in Madagascar, Tshibanda said that Kabila's government had "consulted election experts" from Congo, the United Nations and elsewhere, and that "it has been decided that the voter registration operation will end on July 31, 2017, and that elections will take place in April 2018." Protests broke out in the country on 20 December[image: External link] when Kabila's term in office ended. Across the country dozens of protesters were killed and hundreds were arrested.
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 Geography




Main article: Geography of the Democratic Republic of the Congo[image: External link]


The Democratic Republic of the Congo (DRC) is located in central sub-Saharan Africa[image: External link], bordered by (clockwise from the southwest) Angola[image: External link], the South Atlantic Ocean, the Republic of Congo[image: External link], the Central African Republic[image: External link], South Sudan[image: External link], Uganda, Rwanda[image: External link], Burundi, Tanzania[image: External link] across Lake Tanganyika[image: External link], and Zambia[image: External link]. The country lies between latitudes 6°N[image: External link] and 14°S[image: External link], and longitudes 12°[image: External link] and 32°E[image: External link]. It straddles the Equator[image: External link], with one-third to the North and two-thirds to the South. The size of Congo, 2,345,408 square kilometres (905,567 sq mi), is slightly greater than the combined areas of Spain, France, Germany, Sweden, and Norway.

As a result of its equatorial location, the DRC experiences high precipitation and has the highest frequency of thunderstorms in the world. The annual rainfall can total upwards of 2,000 millimetres (80 in) in some places, and the area sustains the Congo Rainforest[image: External link], the second-largest rain forest in the world after the Amazon[image: External link]. This massive expanse of lush jungle covers most of the vast, low-lying central basin[image: External link] of the river, which slopes toward the Atlantic Ocean in the west. This area is surrounded by plateaus[image: External link] merging into savannas[image: External link] in the south and southwest, by mountainous terraces in the west, and dense grasslands[image: External link] extending beyond the Congo River[image: External link] in the north. High, glaciated mountains (Rwenzori Mountains[image: External link]) are found in the extreme eastern region.[citation needed[image: External link]]

The tropical climate[image: External link] also produced the Congo River[image: External link] system which dominates the region topographically along with the rainforest it flows through, though they are not mutually exclusive. The name for the Congo state is derived in part from the river. The river basin (meaning the Congo River and all of its myriad tributaries) occupies nearly the entire country and an area of nearly 1,000,000 km2 (390,000 sq mi). The river and its tributaries form the backbone of Congolese economics and transportation. Major tributaries include the Kasai[image: External link], Sangha[image: External link], Ubangi[image: External link], Ruzizi[image: External link], Aruwimi[image: External link], and Lulonga[image: External link].
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