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In "The Inevitable Crimes of Celibacy," Thomas E. Watson delves into the psychological and societal ramifications of celibacy, framing it as a harbinger of moral and ethical dilemmas. Watson employs a candid literary style, blending personal anecdotes with sociological insights, creating a compelling narrative that challenges the conventional notions of sexual abstinence. The book emerges against the backdrop of early 20th-century America, a period marked by shifting attitudes towards sexuality and personal freedom, thereby positioning celibacy both as a personal choice and a societal construct fraught with tension. Thomas E. Watson, known for his incisive commentary on social issues, was influenced by his own experiences and the cultural zeitgeist of his time. As a prominent figure in the Populist movement, Watson's explorations of morality often intersect with themes of individual liberty and societal expectation. His background in law and journalism informed his critical perspective, allowing him to dissect the complexities surrounding intimate relationships and their implications in a rapidly modernizing society. This book is highly recommended for readers seeking a thought-provoking exploration of celibacy's broader implications. Watson's incisive analyses encourage critical reflection on the nature of desire and societal norms, making it an essential read for anyone interested in the intersections of sexuality, morality, and social structures.
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In "Philosophy and Fun of Algebra," Mary Everest Boole presents a captivating exploration of algebraic concepts, intertwining philosophical reflections with pedagogical insights. Her writing embodies a unique blend of erudition and playfulness, as she demystifies mathematical ideas for both young learners and seasoned scholars. Set against the backdrop of the late 19th-century educational reforms, Boole advocates for an engaging approach to mathematics, emphasizing the inherent beauty of algebraic thinking and its applicability in real-world contexts. She employs vivid illustrations and thought experiments, skillfully guiding readers through the intricacies of algebra while maintaining an accessible style that invites curiosity and imagination. Mary Everest Boole, an influential educator and the wife of the mathematician George Boole, was a pioneering figure in advancing mathematics education. Her commitment to teaching and understanding mathematical principles stemmed from her own experiences, as well as her desire to promote critical thinking among her students. Boole's deep interest in the interplay between mathematics and philosophy is evident throughout the text, providing a rich intellectual landscape that informs her pedagogical approach. For those seeking to deepen their appreciation of mathematics or nurture a love for algebra in their students, "Philosophy and Fun of Algebra" is a must-read. Boole's invigorating prose not only emboldens the reader to embrace algebra but also fosters a sense of wonder about the subject. This book serves as both an educational resource and a philosophical treatise, making it essential for educators, students, and anyone passionate about the joys of mathematics.
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In "Philistine and Genius," Boris Sidis explores the intricate dynamics between societal values and creative brilliance. The work is a rich psychological study presented through a blend of philosophical discourse and empirical observation. Sidis meticulously examines how societal structures can constrain intellectual and artistic pursuits, arguing that what is often deemed 'genius' is frequently at odds with mainstream cultural standards. His literary style is characterized by a rigorous and analytical approach, addressing current debates in psychology and education relevant to early 20th-century America. Boris Sidis, an influential psychologist and educator, was deeply committed to understanding human potential and the factors that nurture or hinder it. His diverse academic background and personal experiences as a parent and educator fueled his interest in the complexities of genius. Sidis's own advocacy for progressive education challenged conventional norms, leading him to investigate the plight of individuals whose extraordinary capabilities are often dismissed by society as eccentricity or 'philistine.' This thought-provoking text is a must-read for anyone intrigued by the interplay of genius and societal expectations. Sidis' insights resonate with contemporary discussions surrounding mental health, creativity, and societal acceptance, making it a vital contribution to the fields of psychology and education.
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In "The Elements of Character," Mary G. Ware delves into the intricate tapestry of human personality, examining the underlying traits that define character and influence behavior. Employing a blend of narrative and analytical writing, Ware synthesizes psychological theories with literary examples, crafting an engaging discourse on the formation and evolution of character. Her exploration spans various cultural contexts, offering readers a comprehensive understanding of how character shapes individual destinies and societal interactions, making it a valuable resource for both scholars and general readers alike. Mary G. Ware, a distinguished psychologist and renowned author, draws upon her extensive background in both clinical psychology and literature to pen this thought-provoking work. With a career dedicated to studying the nuances of human behavior, Ware's insights are enriched by her experiences in understanding the complexities of character through observational studies and literary analysis. Her passion for bridging the gap between psychology and literature reflects her commitment to making profound psychological concepts accessible to a wider audience. For anyone intrigued by the intricate dynamics of personality, "The Elements of Character" is an enlightening read that challenges conventional views while offering practical insights into personal development. Ware's ability to weave together theory and real-world application makes this book an essential addition to the library of anyone interested in the human experience.
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CHAPTER I
IN THE BEGINNING WAS THE LOGOS




What creative Energy is, in Its own Nature, we do not know; It is The Ineffable I Am. What we do know about It is the fact that It pulsates. The very life of all that lives consists of some mode or other of Pulsation or alternate action. Without this Pulsating action, nothing grows. As the old writers said, It was in the world, and the world obeyed It by compulsion but knew it not. Then It made man, free to know It. Man, being free, sought out many inventions, all intended to substitute some fixed condition for incessant pulsation in human affairs; and to substitute the worship of some fixed entity for that of the Eternal Pulsator. But to some few the secret Wisdom revealed Itself; and to them It gave power to become Sons of God. And all the History of religion, of morals, and of Philosophy, is a history of conflict between the Seers who would teach the Law of Pulsation and the multitude who would pervert their teaching.


All Life is pulsation; and health is always rhythmic pulsation timed in accordance with the proper rhythm of the particular organ. Every baby's lungs learn this at their first contact with the air; the baby-heart has caught the secret long ago by sympathetic contagion from its mother's heart. Nature teaches her mighty ​secret to the baby heart and lungs; and leaves the "voluntary muscles" and the brain to learn it voluntarily. We have gone but a little way yet towards finding out how to do this; still the gymnast knows that much may be done towards hardening limbs against fatigue and disease, by a regular rhythmic alternation of extension and contraction; and logicians such as Gratry (and much greater men before him) knew that, to a large extent, the same can be done with the mental faculties. The future possibilities that open out before us as we study the great Logicians of the Pulsation doctrine, are overwhelming; one hardly dares realize all that they imply; but the fact is, that the heart and lungs do actually sing in their own language, the Eternal Hymn—Holy, Holy, Holy is the Logos, the Hidden Wisdom, the Principle of Rhythmic Pulsation, which was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be, Creator of all that is, Preserver of what has proved itself worthy, Purifier by the destruction of all that is sluggish or disorderly. The goal to which we are tending seems to be to train all our faculties, one after another, to take their parts in the same Chorus. The very antagonism of the masses to the teachers of Pulsation is a suspension which enriches the Harmony, the means by which is created the possibility of the Highest Rhythm. Humanity toys and coquets with its own bliss; it dares not let itself know what the Logos has prepared for those who love Him. 


For no one really doubts the doctrine of Pulsation. Every new birth is a witness to the truth that conception (whether physical or mental) is the result of re-uniting at a suitable moment elements that have been suitably differentiated. We all know it; but we fear to let  ​ourselves believe. History, as the Apocalyptic Seers knew, is the story of the alternate withdrawal of man's mind from the Logos-doctrine and re-union with it. 


That perennial Love-Story has been intertwined with another, not less solemn and vital. Far back in the ages a Tribe was differentiated, to be to the other races of the earth what the Unseen Logos is to Humanity as a whole; the subject of incessant misunderstanding; and the object of alternate fear, dislike, contempt, and superstitious reverence. We never understand the People of Israel (nor can it be said that they ever rightly understand us); but every now and then we are made to feel that some magnetism is coming forth from the incomprehensible Race, which acts as a solvent to our metaphysical perplexities; which is the witness to and preparation for a Life higher than anything we can conceive. 


The complex and variable relation between Jews and Gentiles, so unutterably sweet in some aspects, so bitter often, so unsettled and incomprehensible always, seems to be one chief means by which Humanity is being made fit for the rapture of intelligent comprehension, and able to look into the Face of Love. 


The Race of Israel is the hereditary priesthood of that Unity whose action is Pulsation. There is another such priesthood: occasional, unrecognized, consecrated by no hand but that of suffering, marked out by no special observance except that of being always peculiar everywhere; High Priests for ever after that order to which all official priesthoods are forced, sooner or later, to do homage. Out of the deeps they have called; and Truth has heard. Where steady health sees solid things ​and enduring systems, the sick often perceive, instead, a shimmering palpitation. 


The man of whom it is said that he made the greatest advance in Logic since Aristotle, said of himself, that no one could do certain kinds of work unless he would consent to be ill. The majority decide, of course, that the perceptions of illness are "abnormal"; in old days these abnormal perceptions were called "miraculous." The name matters little; the important thing for us is to see that we do not waste the gifts that God sends through suffering. 


Jesus, the High Priest of Pulsation, offered himself to death rather than support any one-sided rights or any fixed doctrine. And having been slain by one set of idolaters, He was made into the object of sensational worship by another set. And now, as ever, the teachers of the Eternal Logos are alone on the earth; and yet we are not alone, because the Father is with us, and all the Seers who went before us. 


If we sorrow overmuch about the idolatry of our brethren, do not we thus prove ourselves to be also idolaters who would arrest the natural Pulsations? For the conflict between Seers of New Truth and the lovers of fixed ideas is the very palpitation of human life, the great witness to the doctrine that progress takes place by pulsation. 


In some of the following Chapters an attempt is made to picture past episodes in the conflict between the Logos-Seers and their antagonists; in others, suggestions are offered of means whereby that very conflict might be converted into an orderly and peaceable mental gymnastic. 
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CHAPTER II
THE NATURAL SYMBOLS OF PULSATION


Heaven and Earth declare the wonder of His Work.





The History of early religions is very much a history of the successive introductions into public worship of various symbols, by means of which the Seers hoped to make the masses realize the perpetual Flux or Pulsation which underlies the phenomena of Nature. The Seer perceives the Law of Pulsation by observing a certain phenomenon; that phenomenon becomes for him interesting; he tries to make the masses share his interest in it, as a revelation of Nature's fundamental Law; the masses lose sight of the idea of pulsation, and get up an idolatrous (i.e. fixed) tension on the symbol itself. To the pure in heart who see the Logos, all things are pure, because all things suggest the ineffable "process of becoming"; and those things are naturally sacred to any man, and an object of religious reverence, which most vividly suggest it to him. But to the masses things are not thus pure; because they see, in each thing, not the Creative Logos, but some special quality which is, or which they suppose to be, the especial characteristic of that object. Each Seer tries to break up the association of special Sanctity which clings round the symbol employed by his predecessor; in all good faith and innocence he tries to teach Flux-doctrine by some new symbol; and so the process begins again. It has in various forms gone on throughout the History not only of religion, but of all the intellectual and moral ​life of the world; it is made intelligible by studying those natural objects which at various times have been associated with religious ceremonies. 


The movements of the Heavenly Bodies revealed to the Seers some mighty Principle of rhythmic motion; those whom they tried to indoctrinate with this idea worshipped Sun and Moon and Stars. The Seers erected stones to facilitate consecutive observation of the heavenly motions; the people supposed those stones to be possessed of magic virtues. It would seem that at some time in the world's history the process of becoming was taught chiefly by reference to vegetable growth. The people attached fantastic ideas to the grotesque forms of certain vegetable objects. Then the Seers selected for use in teaching certain trees distinguished by the absence of tendency to grow into suggestive shapes, and which exhibit in a severely simple form the main laws of growth.[1] The idolaters constituted these particular trees or plants sacred. Then the Seers ordered the sacred plants to be burned in homage to the Unseen Cause of growth; the masses made an idolatrous ceremonial out of the very act of destroying a sacred Symbol. The Seers would seem then to have turned from the vegetable, which only grows, and whose growth can only be inferred, not seen, to the animal, in which the life-process reveals itself by visible motion. To the medical priest, who, by dissecting a ram's heart, has caught the secret of the throbbing of his own heart, the ram is henceforward a sacred object. The mass of mankind are, however, not easily interested ​in abstruse and as yet imperfectly developed physiological theories; to them, a ram is — a beast of certain shape. They see his form, but not the pulsating force which constitutes his life; and, of all that the enthusiast has told them, they remember nothing, except that when they say their prayers they are to look at a ram. From that to the worship of a ram-god is an easy step for the unthinking multitude. 


When the sacred beast dies, Superstition makes of him a mummy, so as to preserve as much of him as can be preserved. The Seer orders him to be burned in honour of The Unseen Giver of Life. The masses attach superstitious ideas to the very fire that consumes the offering. The Seer orders that part of the flesh shall be consumed, not by the fire, but by the very worshippers; the masses make the meal a superstitious observance. Some Seer tries to show that the important thing in the beast is not his death, but the lessons drawn from the palpitating entrails which reveal the secret of life; the next generation declares that the Prophet drew auguries from the entrails. 


Another Seer tells how mere tension on the lessons of the past is idolatrous and barren, and mere following of one's personal inspirations is dangerous and misleading; that he alone is a true Prophet by whose head converge the two streams of instruction, inspiration and tradition, as two birds may fly from distant points of the horizon.[2] Posterity says that the great man of old taught how to gather knowledge from the flight of birds. And so on, ever round and round the same weary circle, the Seers rolling up the Sisyphus-stone towards ​true enlightenment; the masses ever plunging back into idolatry and carnalism. 


There was in old times one practical difficulty connected with the conflict, which may well account for the eagerness of ancient Prophets to put an end to idolatrous conceptions. To every genuine philosopher the symbols of certain physical functions are among the most sacred of all objects, as being the perennial witness that the Logos is with man; and not with man only, but with all Creation. But the masses can see nothing in these objects except the symbols of certain pleasurable sensations; and if they are taught to think intently of them, they make their religion consist in the stimulation of mere sensation. This has been the cause of numberless disorders, and excuses much Prophetic injustice and bigotry on the subject of Idolatry. 


The Founders of Judaism desired that the People should be taught, as far as possible, by symbols possessing in a very marked manner the property of evanescence. The Sun and Moon, the symbols of pure Light, had been degraded to idolatrous purposes; Moses seems to have tried to make his people feel that some phosphorescent material, which shone only rarely, was more truly sacred than the Sun and moon. In fact, the Mosaic religion may be described as one which abjures, as far as possible, the consecration of colour-and-form manifestations which are either partial or permanent; it takes, for its principal symbols, manifestations which are essentially evanescent; and it keeps permanently enshrined nothing but revealed Laws. The writer of Genesis asserts that the true symbol of God's covenant with Man is the Rainbow; which no man can capture or embalm or ​enshrine; which is made by the occasional breaking-up of the One Light into many colours, to fade before long into the Unity of White Light again; and which, when it departs, leaves nowhere in the world a trace of its having existed, except on man's heart an impression of spiritual beauty, and in his mind the power of attaining a knowledge of the Laws of Light. 


We gain a curious side-light on the early history of religions by the study of Cornish legends. When, in the early ages, savage tribes were converted by strangers of a different religion, the priests who converted them taught them to connect the memorials of their old faith with the idea of evil magic. Where, therefore, we find Druidic stones, believed by peasants to be relics of evil magicians, we may guess that some conversionist has been trying to indoctrinate people with his views. In Cornwall there are distinct traces of a stratum of some religion intervening between the old idolatry of fixed stones and the Christian ideas imported from Rome through England. The characteristic of Cornish legends is that monoliths are people who would not pay proper respect to the Sabbath; and who, as punishment for that crime, were arrested on their way to somewhere where they wanted to go, and were struck into stone to stand on the moor for ever, to show what comes of not keeping Sabbath. Now when we know about any preacher, that he instructs his flock to expect, as the penalty for neglect of religious observances, arrestation of progress, and the falling into a permanently fixed position, we can form a tolerably clear idea what was the main character of the religion taught by him. we are not here, however, left dependent on mere ​inference, for the religious teachers who converted the Cornish from their early idolatry left behind them another trace besides the legend of the people who would not keep Sabbath. In contrast with these evil stones, there are others held sacred by the peasants almost to our own day; the so-called "logan-stones." A logan-stone is one so delicately poised, that a child's touch can make it sway to and fro; yet it presently returns to a position of equilibrium by virtue of its natural equipoise. The name "Logan" is derived from a word in use in Cornwall, to "log" i.e. to sway, rock, vibrate. We need not ask what was the philosophy of teachers who held sacred the logan-stone. 


Perhaps the most impressive of all Natural Symbols of progress by Pulsation is the one referred to by Jesus—the Law of the circular Storm, which might be suggested to any true lover of Nature by observing the wheeling dust. The Spirit which guides man is like the whirling wind; it blows backward in one place while it is blowing forward in another; so that you cannot tell in what direction it is going as a whole, merely from feeling how it blows on you. 


In connection with this subject I may mention a remark that has occurred to me in reading works of piety. All sorts of religious writers agree in describing the troubles of life as "stormy seas." The instinct of some leads them to speak of taking refuge from the storm in an Ark (which sways with the heaving sea, and yields to its every motion); while others, on the contrary, prefer to think of clinging for safety to a fixed stone or cross, or other immovable object. The writers of "clinging" symbolism are of the properly orthodox ​type; if such a man should happen to disagree with the ecclesiastical superior who is in authority over him, it will be owing to the disturbing accident of some other having gained a stronger hold on his mind. But the man who, like Baxter, writes hymns about taking refuge in an Ark, is normally a heretic by the very nature of his mind; a natural Free-thinker, born to be a reformer and an Apostle of the Hidden Logos. There are, indeed, some who express the sense of trust in God without reference even to an intervening Ark; they find sufficient security in the very Law of the Storm itself. He who is scientific enough to know the rhythmic pulsation which is revealed in the Law of the Storm, feels sure that it will cease when the appointed time has come. Suggestions of this feeling are common in the Hebrew Scriptures; the following is a modern English instance:—




"O'er this fair and blooming earth, 

When the rushing storm has birth, 

And the winged lightning flies, 

And the tempest rends the skies, 

And the sea with deafening roar 

Rolls its strength along the shore; 

Yet within its limits' bound 

Raves that storm its little round. 

O'er the flood Jehovah reigns, 

Ever He a King remains. 


"From the sphere of human things, 

When Peace waves her parting wings, 

Bidding mighty Nations quail 

At the Future's opening veil; 

Famine lift her withered hand, 

Battle waste a sinking land,



 ​
Social warfare, civil strife,

Wither all the flowers of life;

Yet within its bounds assigned

Is that tempest's wrath confined;

And in limits sealed and set

Human passions roll and fret;

O'er the Water-flood Who reigns

Evermore a King remains.


"When above my fainting head

Gathering clouds of ill are spread,

Wild and dark the Heavens around,

Rough my path on alien ground;

Still, O Lord of Hosts, in Thee

Shall my trust unwavering be;

For the dwelling of Thy Throne

Is where tempests are unknown;

And Thy sceptre and Thy sway

All life's waves and storms obey;

O'er the Water-flood Who reigns

Evermore a King remains."
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