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Prayers for Pastors


What are some of our nation’s most dedicated
leaders already praying for pastors?


Father, bless your servants, the pastors of your churches. May they continually sense your presence. May each of them feel your proximity as they minister to your people and accomplish your will daily. May they know that their work is entirely in your hands as they love your children, both the committed and the uncommitted.


—TOM PHILLIPS, Executive Director, Billy Graham Library


Lord Jesus, I pray for pastors today who are struggling with discouraging circumstances in their own lives. May they, as the psalmist says, find their strength in you and continue to set their hearts on pilgrimage. Make for them springs in their desert place (see Psalm 84:5–7).


—GEORGE O. WOOD, General Superintendent, The General Council of the Assemblies of God


Sovereign God, you hold every pastor in your hands. You are his security, his helper, and his hope. Whatever his needs, meet them. Whatever his weaknesses, protect him. Whatever his strengths, restrain him. Whatever his future, release him. I pray in Jesus’ name that you will protect him from himself, ignite him by the power of the Spirit, and renew him to believe again … that he can change the world. In Jesus’ name, amen.


—RONNIE FLOYD, Senior Pastor, Cross Church, Former President of the Southern Baptist Convention


Lord Jesus, fill the harvesters in the field with a zealous, overflowing love for you. May you daily renew in them a love for your people and those who might come to know you. Fill them with your Spirit—to speak as you would speak, to serve as you would serve, and to love as you have first loved us. Heavenly Father, give your servants joy in the work that you have prepared for them to do, bestowing riches that only you can give, blessing them with peace that only you can bring.


—SAMUEL RODRIGUEZ, President, National Hispanic Christian Leadership Conference


Our loving Father, please enable your shepherds to tend the flock you have entrusted to them with the love of Jesus. May they love you and your people as you love them. May they also love and share with those outside the flock so they may come to know and follow our Great Shepherd, Jesus Christ!


—PAUL CEDAR, Chair and CEO, Mission America Coalition


Father God, thank you that you have called, commissioned, and empowered pastors after your own heart. I pray for their protection, provision, and continued anointing upon their ministries.


—SAM CLEMENTS, General Overseer, Church of God of Prophecy


Heavenly Father, encourage pastors in their divine calling. Quiet their hearts from the busyness of “doing” for you, and allow them to rediscover the wonder of “being” with you. It is here, sitting at your feet, that your shepherds will be empowered by the Holy Spirit with strength for today, hope for tomorrow, and joy for the journey.


—TIM COALTER, North American Presbyter, Church of God of Prophecy


Father, help our pastors to grow so that our churches will grow, and to be healthy so our churches will be healthy. Help them to walk with you today in such a way that they can finish strong later. Thank you for the privilege to love, lead, and feed your people.


—MARK DANCE, Director, Lifeway Pastors


Father, woo pastors from the carousel of busyness into the beauty of your holy presence. Lift them from the grind of schedules to the glory near your heart, where they may embrace anew the joy of romancing and dancing with you. Hurl them into the harvest, where your love will draw the last, the least, and the lost.


—JEFF FARMER, President, Pentecostal/Charismatic Churches of North America


Abba Father, bless your shepherds as they impart life-change. Transform pastors first, as they walk in the light of your Son, your Word, and your people. May your servants have fresh encounters with Jesus, frequent experiences in the Word, and faithful engagement with your people. Allow them to experience the joy of joining their flocks in a life-changing journey with Jesus. I humbly pray in Jesus’ name, amen!


—MICHAEL LEWIS, Senior Pastor, Roswell Street Baptist Church, Former Pastor of Pastors, North American Mission Board


We offer our sincere prayers for pastors who speak God’s Word to us. Empower them to share transformational truths with wisdom, courage, and power. Bless them physically, emotionally, and spiritually.


—ALTON GARRISON, Assistant General Superintendent, The General Council of the Assemblies of God


Lord, bless today’s pastor with a soft, empathetic heart that connects with the brokenness in our generation and a resolve of steel that stands firm in the collapsing morality of our day. Please give him supernatural compassion and courage at the same time.


—WILLIAM M. WILSON, President, Oral Roberts University


My Heavenly Father, I pray for Pastor ______, that today his faith would be strengthened and his eyes and ears would be open to hear your whispers of encouragement and see the depth of your compassion toward him and his family. I pray he will be seized by overwhelming gratitude for the great support of the Spirit and the undergirding of your angels. Please love on him and his family deeply today!


—RONNIE C. CRUDUP, Sr., Presiding Bishop, Fellowship of International Churches


Dear Father, as you instructed the disciples to distribute the fish and the loaves, so have you charged pastors today to share your nourishing word. May they remember that you are the source to whom they must constantly return if they are to accomplish your purpose for them.


—CHARLES E. BLAKE, Sr., Presiding Bishop, Church of God in Christ


Father God, I pray pastors would have anointed and enriching encounters with you as they study your Word. May you lead them to boldly and vulnerably share from their personal life experiences the transforming power of a deepening relationship with you, so that others will long to live Spirit-empowered lives of faith and hope.


—KAY HORNER, Awakening America Alliance and The Helper Connection


Lord Jesus, Bridegroom of the church, thank you for shepherding your shepherds as they care for your flock. Confirm their sense of calling, sustain their commitment to your truth, fill them with your servant-hearted love for those you’ve entrusted to their care. Protect them from pride, discouragement, and unwise comparisons. Enable them to be shrewd as serpents and harmless as doves as they minister in an increasingly apathetic, antagonistic culture.


—TODD SORENSON, Vice President, Barna Group and Men’s Ministry Lay Leader


Thank you, Lord, for not only calling pastors, but also for power from you to fill them with hope and strength.


—RANDALL BACH, President, Open Bible Churches
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INTRODUCTION



It’s no surprise that our world is headed in the wrong direction. It often seems that the only thing constant is change: the culture is changing, the people are changing, and there’s even a growing skepticism of churches and of Christians. We may not always know what to do in the midst of these changes, but we know the one who is never-changing. We know the one who is the same yesterday, today, and forever (see Hebrews 13:8).


As we look to the Lord for direction, we can also call upon Him to raise up and equip faithful leaders for our day. The world needs confident, committed pastors who will champion the name of Jesus and lift the mantle of God and His people. As Jesus-followers, we need wise, humble, Spirit-empowered leaders to help us navigate the complexities of this world. That’s why we invite you to be part of praying for your pastor. We hope this resource facilitates a ground-swell of Christ’s followers who are committed to praying for God’s shepherds.





Day 1



WHY TO PRAY FOR MY PASTOR


Why should we take the time or make it a priority to pray for our pastors? Setting aside thirty-one days to pray for our shepherds makes sense for many reasons. Here are just a few:




•As we pray for our pastors, we’re joining Jesus as He prays on their behalf.


Hebrews tells us that “[Jesus] lives forever to intercede with God on [our] behalf” (Hebrews 7:25). And the book of Romans reminds us that “he is sitting in the place of honor at God’s right hand, pleading for us” (Romans 8:34). Don’t you imagine the Savior’s prayer list includes the names of the pastors who are called to complete His mission? Let’s join Jesus in praying for our shepherds.


•As we pray for our pastors, we’re joining Jesus in His celebrations.


In Christ’s last moments on earth, He revealed His loving desire for us. Jesus prayed that “My joy may be in you, and that your joy may be made full” (John 15:11 NASB). Jesus finds joy in our pastors’ surrender to His calling and their life of dedication to Him. So let’s join Jesus in celebrating our shepherds.


•As we pray for our pastors, we’re joining Jesus in His concern.


The apostle Peter faced challenges in his life, just as our own pastors do. One of the most divinely appointed pastors in history struggled with failure and discouragement. And this was Jesus’ response: “But I have prayed for you, that your faith may not fail; and you, when once you have turned again, strengthen your brothers” (Luke 22:32 NASB). Peter’s challenges, plus Jesus’ prayers, became incredible opportunities for expanded ministry. We can’t deny that Pentecost was certainly evidence of expanded ministry, birthed out of challenge and opportunity. So let’s join Jesus in praying for our pastors, lifting up concerns and asking the Lord to expand and enhance ministry.


•As we pray for our pastors, we strengthen our walk with Jesus.


Praying for our shepherds will have personal benefit because spending time with our Savior deepens closeness with Him. Praying for pastors will strengthen their walk with Jesus too. Just as Moses needed Aaron and Hur’s support when he grew weary, so our prayers can lift our pastors, bringing encouragement, vision, and support. Finally, praying for our pastors will strengthen our church’s ministry. Not everyone can lead worship or work in the church nursery, but every child of God can pray. So let’s pray for our pastors! Let’s pray often. Let’s pray consistently. Let’s pray boldly. Let’s pray faithfully!


Take the next few moments and join Jesus in prayer.


»Jesus, when I imagine that I can join you in prayer, my heart feels grateful because __________.


»I want to join you in prayer for my pastor. First, I’m grateful for my pastor because __________. I lift up my pastor to you and pray specifically that you would __________.








Day 2



HOW TO PRAY FOR MY PASTOR


A world where the prince of darkness seeks to steal, kill, and destroy needs Christ-followers who walk in the light (see John 10:10; 12:35 NASB). For the next thirty-one days, we encourage you to take a journey of walking in the light. During your times of prayer, you will walk in the light of God’s Son, God’s Word, and God’s people (see John 8:12; Matthew 5:14; Psalm 119:105). As you take the journey, you will spend moments in personal prayer, but then you will also pray for your pastor. You’ll pray for your pastor to:




•encounter Jesus in fresh, new ways,


•experience Scripture frequently, and


•engage God’s people in supportive, practical ways.





Let’s have a first encounter with Jesus. As you read these words from the Savior, imagine that He is speaking directly to you. Listen for His compassionate, strong voice. He’s thrilled to share these moments with you.


A FRESH ENCOUNTER WITH JESUS




The darkness of this world is all around you, and I don’t want you to be overtaken. So I have a plan. I have a plan for your protection, guidance, and strength. If you’ll spend time with me, my Word, and my people, darkness doesn’t have a chance. As you encounter me, I will protect you because I’m the light of the world. Let my Word guide you and light your way. Let my people encourage you and give you strength. Walking in the light is the best place to be because that means we’re walking together (see John 8:12; Matthew 5:14; Psalm 119:105).


»Jesus, when I look at the darkness of this world, I feel especially concerned about __________. Lord, I am grateful for your protection, guidance, and strength, particularly because __________.


»Jesus, give us the desire and longing to spend more time with you, your Word, and your people so that darkness doesn’t have a chance in our congregation. I ask specifically for protection concerning __________, for guidance concerning __________, and that you would strengthen us in __________.





As you continue this journey of prayer, remember the goal. Your times of prayer can’t be focused on changing your pastor or changing your church. These moments with Jesus, His Word, and His people are designed to first develop Christlikeness within you. The destination of your journey is a person, and His name is Jesus. As you spend time focused on getting to know Christ and experiencing more of His love, as you spend time focused on living out His Word, not just reading or hearing it, you’ll become more like Him. This journey will change something—and hopefully it’s you!

OEBPS/images/cover.jpg





OEBPS/images/titlef.jpg
BroadStreet





