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Thomas Reid's seminal work, "An Inquiry into the Human Mind: On the Principles of Common Sense," represents a critical examination of the nature of human cognition and perception within the philosophical landscape of the 18th century. Employing a distinctive literary style that blends clarity with rigorous argumentation, Reid challenges the prevailing empiricist views of figures like Hume and Locke, advocating for a common-sense realism. His exploration delves into how humans acquire knowledge and interact with the world around them, emphasizing the role of innate faculties that govern perception and judgement, thus enriching the philosophical discourse surrounding epistemology and metaphysics during the Scottish Enlightenment. Reid, a Scottish philosopher and a key figure in the Scottish school of philosophy, drew upon both his own experiences and the intellectual currents of his time to articulate this profound inquiry. His commitment to the principles of common sense emerged from a desire to counteract skepticism and the overly abstract tendencies of contemporary thought, stemming partly from his background in theology and human understanding, which shaped his belief in the reliability of human intuition and perception. This book is highly recommended for readers interested in the foundations of modern philosophy, cognitive science, or the historical context of epistemology. Reid's insights remain remarkably relevant today, providing a robust framework for understanding human thought, making this work an essential read for both scholars and enthusiasts in the field.
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In "Feeding the Mind," Lewis Carroll weaves a captivating tapestry of whimsy and intellect, merging playful narrative with profound philosophical inquiry. Through clever dialogues and fantastical scenarios, Carroll explores the expansive realms of imagination and thought, inviting readers to reconsider the boundaries of knowledge. His trademark blend of absurdity and logical play creates a unique literary style that not only entertains but also challenges conventional wisdom, echoing the spirit of the Victorian era's burgeoning interest in science, literacy, and the nature of reality. Lewis Carroll, born Charles Lutwidge Dodgson, was an enigmatic figure whose dual identity as a mathematician and writer profoundly influenced his storytelling. His fascination with language, numbers, and the whimsical tendencies of the human mind are vividly reflected in this work. Carroll's experiences as an educator and his interactions with children provided him with insights into the importance of fostering creativity and critical thinking, which are central themes throughout "Feeding the Mind." This book is highly recommended for anyone interested in the intersection of imagination and intellect, as well as for those who seek to understand the intricacies of logic through the lens of playful absurdity. Carroll's enchanting prose offers both a delightful reading experience and a thoughtful commentary on the art of learning, making it an invaluable addition to the literature of both fantasy and philosophy.
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In "Essays Upon Some Controverted Questions," Thomas Henry Huxley delves into the intersection of science and philosophy during the tumultuous Victorian era. This collection showcases Huxley's exceptional ability to articulate complex scientific concepts through accessible prose, making a compelling case for naturalism and empirical observation. His essays engage with prevalent debates of the time, including evolutionary theory, the nature of the mind, and the relationship between science and religion. Huxley's critical examination of these topics not only reflects the burgeoning intellectual climate but also challenges prevailing dogmas, positioning him as a key figure in the advancement of scientific thought. Huxley, often referred to as "Darwin's Bulldog," was an ardent advocate for Charles Darwin's theories of evolution. His own background in biology and paleontology, paired with his commitment to rational inquiry, informed his provocative writing. Huxley's experiences in the scientific community and contention with religious orthodoxy inspired him to defend science against misunderstandings and philosophical critiques. His incisive arguments reveal his deep-seated belief in the necessity of critical thinking in understanding life's profound questions. This book is a must-read for scholars and enthusiasts alike, drawing connections between historical scientific debates and ongoing intellectual challenges. Huxley's essays offer not only a window into the past but also a framework for contemporary discourse on science, religion, and philosophy. Engaging and thought-provoking, Huxley's work remains vital for anyone seeking to understand the foundations of modern scientific thought.
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In "On the Philosophy of Discovery, Chapters Historical and Critical," William Whewell embarks on an intellectual exploration of the processes and principles underpinning scientific discovery. This work is marked by Whewell's erudite narrative style, blending historical analysis with philosophical inquiry, as he examines pivotal moments in scientific advancement and the cognitive frameworks that facilitated them. His meticulous approach situates the book within the broader context of 19th-century philosophy and the scientific revolution, as Whewell reflects on the interplay between empirical observation and theoretical formulation. Whewell, a polymath and key figure in the evolution of scientific thought, draws from his extensive background in natural philosophy, mathematics, and history of science. His engagements with contemporaries, such as Charles Lyell and John Stuart Mill, likely prompted Whewell to articulate a coherent philosophy of science that stresses induction and the role of hypothesis in scientific inquiry. By intertwining his own insights with critical historical episodes, Whewell seeks to illuminate the often opaque mechanisms of discovery. This book is a must-read for scholars and enthusiasts of the philosophy of science, offering a profound examination of how knowledge is constructed. Whewell's rigorous discourse invites readers to reflect on the nature of discovery itself, enriching their understanding of both historical and contemporary scientific practices.
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In "Aphorisms and Reflections from the Works of T. H. Huxley," the reader is invited to explore the profound insights and observations of one of the 19th century's most influential scientists and philosophers. Huxley's literary style is characterized by clarity and precision, often interlaced with wit, which makes complex scientific and philosophical ideas accessible to a broader audience. This collection encapsulates Huxley's reflections on the convergence of science and ethics, knowledge and ignorance, all within the context of the burgeoning debates surrounding Darwinism, evolution, and modernity. The aphorisms serve not only as contemplative musings but also as a critique of the societal and intellectual landscapes of his time, highlighting Huxley's role as a key figure in the promotion of scientific thought against a backdrop of traditional beliefs. Thomas Henry Huxley, often referred to as "Darwin's Bulldog" for his defense of evolutionary theory, was a man of fierce intellect and commitment to education. His background in medicine and natural history equipped him with a unique perspective on the implications of scientific inquiry. Huxley was deeply engaged with the societal implications of science, often challenging the status quo and pushing for a more rational understanding of human existence. His writings reflect a desire to reconcile rational thought with ethical living, a theme that is richly explored in this collection. This book is an essential read for anyone interested in the intersection of science, philosophy, and ethics. Huxley's aphorisms provoke thought and inspire critical reflection, encouraging readers to question preconceived notions and embrace a more enlightened understanding of the world around them. For scholars, students, and anyone intrigued by the evolution of modern thought, Huxley's reflections offer timeless wisdom and guidance.
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There are few subjects of more importance, and few less known or thought about, than our coal-mines. Coal is one of our greatest blessings, and certainly one originating cause of England's greatness and wealth. It has given us a power over other nations, and vast sums of money are yearly brought to our country from abroad in exchange for the coal we send. Nearly £17,000,000 is the representative value of the coal raised every year at the pit's mouth, and £20,000,000 represent its mean value at the various places of consumption. The capital invested in our coal-mining trade, apart from the value of the mines themselves, exceeds £20,000,000 sterling, and the amount of coal annually extracted from the earth is over 70,000,000 of tons. Taking the calculation of a working miner—J. Ellwood, Moss Pit, near Whitehaven—we may state, that if 68,000,000 tons were excavated from a mining gallery 6 feet high and 12 feet wide, that gallery would be not less than 5128 miles, 1090 yards, in length; or, if this amount of coal were erected in a pyramid, its square base would extend over 40 acres, and the height would be 3356 feet.

There are grounds for believing that the produce of the various coal-fields of the world does not at present much exceed 100,000,000 of tons annually, and therefore our own country contributes more than three-fifths of the total amount. If we divide the coal-yielding counties of Britain into four classes, so as to make nearly equal amounts of produce, we find that Durham and Northumberland yield rather more every year than seven other counties, including Yorkshire. Derbyshire, again, produces more than eight other counties, and nearly as much as the whole of North and South Wales, Scotland, and Ireland—the yield of the latter being about 17,000,000 of tons, and that of the two first-named about 16,000,000 of tons.

In 1773 there were only 13 collieries on the Tyne, and these had increased to upwards of 30 in 1800. The number of collieries in 1828 had increased to 41 on the Tyne, and 18 on the Wear, in all 59, producing 5,887,552 tons of coal. The out-put of coal in Northumberland and Durham in 1854 was no less than 15,420,615 tons, and now in these two counties there are 283 collieries. Mining began on the Tyne and continued on the Wear, where the industry has been largely developed. There are in all about 57 different seams in the Great Northern coal-field, varying in thickness from 1 inch to 5 feet 5 inches and 6 feet, and these seams comprise an aggregate of nearly 76 feet of coal. Taking the area of this field to be 750 square miles—a most probable estimate—we may classify the contents as household coal, steam coal, or those employed in steam-engine boilers, and coking coal, employed for making coke and gas. Of household coal there is only 96 square miles out of the total 750, all the remainder being steam or coking and gas coal. The greater part even of this 96 square miles has been worked out on the Tyne, and the supply is rapidly decreasing also on the Wear, where the largest bulk of the household coal lies. The collieries of the Tees possess but six square miles out of the 96, as far as we at present know. Turning, however, to that part of the coal-field regarded as precarious, and consisting of first, second, and third-rate household coal, we have for future use 300 square miles. London was formerly supplied from the pits east of Tyne Bridge, where is the famous Wallsend Colliery, which gave the name to the best coal. That mine is now drowned out, and, like the great Roman Wall, at the termination of which it was sunk, and from which it derived its name, is now an antiquity. There is now no Wallsend coal, and the principal part of the present so-called coal comes from the Wear, but the seam which supplied that famous pit is continued into Durham, and that seam, or its equivalent, sends a million or two of tons every year into London. The supply, however, in this district is rapidly decreasing. Careful calculations have been made as to the probable duration of this coal, of which the following is a summary. The workable quantity of coal remaining in the ten principal seams of this coal-field is estimated at 1,876,848,756 Newcastle chaldrons (each 35 cwt.). Deducting losses and underground and surface waste, the total merchantable round or good-sized coal will be 1,251,232,507 Newcastle chaldrons. Proceeding on this estimate, formed by Mr. Grunwith in 1846, we may arrive at the probable duration of the supplies: taking the future annual average of coal raised from these seams to be 10,000,000 of tons—and this is under the present rate—the whole will be exhausted in 331 years. A still later estimate was made by Mr. T.G. Hall in 1854, and he reckoned the quantity of coal left for future use at 5,121,888,956 tons; dividing this by 14,000,000 of tons as the annual consumption, the result would be 365 years; and should the annual demand arrive at 20,000,000 of tons, the future supply of this famous coal-field would continue for 256 years. The total available coal (1871) in the British coal-fields, at depths not exceeding 4000 feet, and in seams not less than 1 foot thick, is 90,207,285,398 tons, and taking into account seams which may yet become available, lying under the Permian, New Red Sandstone, and other superincumbent strata, this estimate is increased to 146,480,000,000 of tons. This quantity, at the present annual rate of production throughout the country—namely, 123,500,000 tons—would last 1186 years. Other estimates of various kinds relative to our coal supply have been put forth: some have asserted that, owing to increasing population and increasing consumption in manufactures, it will be exhausted in 100 years, and between this extreme and that of 1186 years there are many other conjectures and estimates.

In the United States there are about 120,000 square miles underlaid by known workable coal-beds, besides what yet remains to be discovered; while on the cliffs of Nova Scotia the coal-seams can be seen one over the other for many hundred feet, and showing how the coal was originally formed. With this immense stock of fuel in the cellars of the earth, it seems evident that we need not trouble our minds or be anxious as to the duration of our coal supply. Besides, the conversion of vegetable matter into coal seems to be going on even now. In the United States there are peat-bogs of considerable extent, in which a substance exactly resembling cannel coal has been found; and in some of the Irish peat-beds, as also in the North of Scotland, a similar substance has been discovered, of a very inflammable nature, resembling coal.

Yes! what could have produced this singular-looking, black, inflammable rock? How many times was this question asked before Science could return an answer? This she can now do with confidence. Coal was once growing vegetable matter. On the surface of the shale, immediately above the coal, you will find innumerable impressions of leaves and branches, as perfect as artist ever drew. But how could this vegetable matter ever accumulate in such masses as to make beds of coal of such vast extent, some not less than 30 feet thick? It would take 10 or 12 feet of green vegetable matter to make 1 foot of solid coal. Let us transport ourselves to the carboniferous times, and see the condition of the earth, and this may assist us to answer the question. Stand on this rocky eminence and behold that sea of verdure, whose gigantic waves roll in the greenest of billows to the verge of the horizon—that is a carboniferous forest. Mark that steamy cloud floating over it, an indication of the great evaporation constantly proceeding. The scent of the morning air is like that of a greenhouse; and well it may be, for the land of the globe is a mighty hothouse—the crust of the earth is still thin, and its internal heat makes a tropical climate everywhere, unchecked by winter's cold, thus forcing plants to a most luxurious growth.
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