





[image: Cover Page]













PRAISE FOR THE POETRY OF


NIKKI GRIMES





Nikki Grimes’ voice is distinct and unmistakable. Her imagery is alive with lyricism rare in modern poetry. Her language is innocent, fresh, and alluring as “dimples deep as joy.” Her new poems in Twice Blessed are gentle paeans that ring clear as a church bell in autumn.


The originality of turning yard sale items into poetry is genius. She magically transforms the mundane into the profound. From the bittersweet memories of parting with an old wedding dress at one yard sale to inquiring about a child’s model car at another, we are with her every yard step of the way. From the Sellers who pine over their sales to the Buyer in “Lots of Pots” who goes “out looking to replace everything I sold,” every item, every sale becomes a treasure.


Grimes’ own introduction says it best, “You can almost hear them whisper, So come on in! Take a look around. Have a listen and maybe find a treasure of your own.”


—Charles Ghigna


author of The Lost Book of Life: New & Selected Poems


Nikki is a wayfinder, my friends. Don’t miss the invitation to join her on the journey.


—Sarah Arthur


author of Between Midnight and Dawn: A Literary Guide to Prayer for Lent, Holy Week, and Eastertide




Here are poems that come from within the soul.


—E. Ethelbert Miller


writer and literary activist, 2023 Grammy Nominee in the category of spoken word and poetry


Nikki Grimes’ poems are like a magnifying glass … helping us see more closely and clearly. They are like a prism, revealing colors previously hidden to our busy eyes.


—Christine Valters Paintner, PhD


Online Abbess of Abbey of the Arts and author of more than 20 books on the contemplative path
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For Nancy Ward, my favorite yard-sale maven, whose textile art exemplifies renewal and redemption
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“TWICE BLESSED”







I may be the owner


of this establishment,


but don’t blame me


for this wall-to-wall miscellany


of what-not.


It’s my grandma’s fault,


showing me the flecks of gold


hiding in the pockets of things


gently used.


“Vy, ain’t nothing wrong


with things already loved,”


she’d say,


teaching me the value


of pre-owned possessions.


So, in a way


Twice Blessed is


as much her secondhand shop as mine.


She’s the reason I understand


this place is more library


than thrift and consignment store.


Here, stories live


in the folds and forms


of one-time treasures


offered to strangers


itching to bless someone’s


old christening dress,


cut crystal vase, or tea set


with new purpose.


Whether these treasures


come to me by way of donation,


or I pick them up at


yard, garage, and estate sales




for a song and resell them


at a nifty profit,


it’s all the same:


It’s the stories I’m after,


the why of the exchange—


memories for money—


like last week’s find:


a wedding dress,


still holding the shape


of the long-ago bride


and the barely-there scent


of her special day’s perfume.


And what of the


faded gown’s future?


What will become of


the delicate lace, the tulle veil,


the cloth-covered buttons


dancing along the spine?


How might the fragile fabric


of a young girl’s dreams


be renewed, reused, redeemed?


What measure of purpose


will it be put to?


Yes, it’s the stories of things


I gather


the bridges between


old owners and new.


You can almost


hear them whisper,


“So come on in!


Take a look around.


Have a listen


and maybe find a treasure


of your own.”
















PART ONE


SELLERS
















DREAM SEEDS







Think of dimples deep as the joy


Xiomara serves up along with


perfectly spiced green enchiladas


made from love and lard,


in a home bulging with brothers


and others she loves to care for,


as she once doted on


her late mother,


through stage-3 cancer.


Think pink, like


the quinceañeras gown


young Xiomara wore


when she turned fifteen,


an echo of the white dress to come.


“Pink, my favorite color,” she says.


“And black. I don’t like white.


Except for my wedding dress. Yes.”


There is no mention of omen,


only a certain sadness.


Dig for details, and her heart


goes into hiding.


“I’m letting go, now,”


is her new mantra,


speaking of the marriage,


the husband whose shadow


looms like a ghost,


the slim-waisted gown


she slipped into at twenty.


Her eyes, brown as walnuts,








say goodbye to the beads,


like dream seeds,


that never quite cracked open,


to the veil,


lighter than memory,


to the secret hopes


stitched into a bodice


that once hugged


her tender breast.


“Time to say goodbye,”


she says, with a sigh,


letting the gown go


at a yard sale.
















ARE YOU GAME?







1000-piece puzzles


were Eric’s favorites,


except his brother, Paul,


was forever losing one.


They must’ve spent hours


on Sunday afternoons,


crawling around the floor


searching for


those missing pieces.


What never went missing


was the fun they had together


solving the mystery


of where each shape fit.


Then, Eric started


hanging with friends


his own age


and suddenly had less time


for baby brother.


Paul’s solution


was to lose puzzle pieces


on purpose


just to stretch the game out


and keep Eric home


a little longer.


Eric caught on,


but never said a word.


On Paul’s wall


hangs a picture


of the last jigsaw


they pieced together:


a painting of Yosemite








that reminds him of


scrambling up to the falls


with his brother


one summer.


He smiles


remembering how


they climbed back down


wet as eels


and lost in laughter.


Eric’s away at college now,


so Paul agrees


to let their mom


sell all those old puzzles.


He’s given up the game.


Without his brother,


Paul finds puzzle-work


ten kinds of lonely.
















FAMILY FIRST







Mariachi melodies rising from the radio


remind Ramon of Mexico City


where life with his wife was simple,


where he shed his youth driving a taxi,


where, at forty, his fancy turned


to the wires and gears


underneath the hood,


and each day was good.


Still, a stint at the Border Patrol


revved up fantasies


of moving to America.


His seven brothers


questioned this notion,


but the blessing of his parents,


and a Green Card,


carried him to Corona.


His thick brows frame a rugged face


brightened by a slow smile,


perfectly serene,


for he is certain


of his twin treasures:


the pleasure of


his wife and children,


and passion for his work.


He thinks of the latter


and belts out, “CARS!”


The barrel of his chest


fills with laughter.


“To replace the carburetor,


the fuel filter, the oil filter—
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