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FOREWORD


It is difficult today to imagine a life without the domestic appliances which have freed us from the perpetual grind of housework faced by most women in 1911.


In the first half of the twentieth century women generally had primary responsibility for the household and at that time there were no labour-saving devices to help with the daily chores – no washing machines, vacuum cleaners or dishwashers – and heating was provided by coal fires, which needed to be cleaned of the dirt and dust they produced.


Good housework was a highly valued social ethic of the era and women were dedicated to their house and families, rarely working outside the home. Middle-class families had maids to help with the housework, and this mistress/servant relationship was an important way in which women exerted authority on a daily basis.


Today servants have been replaced by machines; our appliances have reduced household chores to a minimum and opened up our leisure hours – in addition the domestic sphere is no longer specifically the woman’s arena. The great interest in recent home programmes such as How Clean is Your House and Perfect Housewife has reawakened a pride in their abode for both sexes and created an ethos of ‘It’s cool to have a well run, comfortable and inviting home’.


The Woman’s Book of Household Management – the original reference tool in 1911 – gives a nod towards the use of traditional, natural products; indeed How Clean is Your House emphasises the use of non-abrasive ingredients such as bicarbonate of soda, lemon and salt.


With information on subjects such as household work, laundry, pets, repairs and food, this comprehensive guide full of practical wisdom was state-of-the-art for its time.


This delightfully illustrated book – still valid today – is one that no house-proud domestic goddess should be without.


Emily Pearce









PREFACE


WE have been asked to address a few words to our readers before the Woman’s Book goes to press. Its preparation has been no light task, and we have attempted so much that it is with some reason we fear some omissions and not a few mistakes will be discovered by our critics. But, defects notwithstanding, we are confident that the book is valuable, and we look forward hopefully to new editions being called for, when any suggestions and corrections sent us can be effected.


We have done our best to provide a Reference Book dealing with all subjects of special interest to women. A glance at the Contents will show how varied a list it is. And now that our work is finished and we look back on the book as a whole, thoughts about women’s work in general force themselves upon us. Our work would have been mechanically done if they did not.


We have noted the variety of the work undertaken by women. It is matter for congratulation that so many new spheres of usefulness have been opened for women within recent years; but we look forward to the time when capacity for work will be the only test of competence to undertake it. To have the work well done—that is the end to be aimed at, whether it be done by men or by women.


It is often urged that the limited outlook and training of women in the past have left them insufficiently developed in mental capacity and judgment for certain responsible spheres of work. But it seems to us that, if the test of the educative value of work is the number of faculties it calls into play, woman’s work, even in the past—the work of the domestic woman—called forth faculties of the highest order. It has taken months of hard work to write an intelligible book on woman’s work. A considerable part of the book is devoted to the ordering of a household, and this portion has not been the easiest to write. In writing it we have discovered afresh that the qualities that are demanded of a field-marshal, and a few not unimportant qualities in addition, are the necessary qualifications of a model wife and mother. Instinct in selecting subordinates, tact in managing them, organising of daily work, financial ability in handling the household budget, the taste that imparts charm to a home—these are not common faculties. But the training of the child makes the highest demand upon a woman. Patience, wisdom, self-sacrifice are called for at every hour of the day. Morally as well as intellectually the domestic woman’s life is rich in opportunity.


While, however, we cannot appreciate too highly the value of the work done by the domestic woman, it is absurd to regard that as woman’s only sphere. Many have not the opportunity of such a life: many have not the aptitude for it. We have therefore endeavoured to take the widest possible view of Woman’s sphere. Everything she can do well, that she is entitled to have the opportunity of doing. We hope that the information given in the volume about the various kinds of work now open to women, and the various agencies at work to qualify women for the work they can do, will be found useful; and we hope, too, that the manner in which we have presented the domestic information may lead to a higher standard of attainment in woman’s greatest industry—the home.


F. B. J.


R. S.


London,


April 1911.
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THE HOUSE


THERE is nothing that requires more careful consideration than the choosing of a house—there are so many points to be studied, so many side issues to remember; yet many people set about selecting what to them must henceforth spell the magic word “home” in the most casual manner, giving never a thought to position, site, aspect, ventilation, sanitary arrangements, or any of the other important matters which are so necessary to ensure the health, comfort, and general well-being of the inmates of a dwelling. It is more often through ignorance, however, than through wilful neglect that the house is chosen in so thoughtless a manner, for the English are proverbially a home-loving nation, and, in spite of all that has been said to the contrary, it is the home life above all others which appeals to the average Englishwoman. In this chapter all the important considerations which should govern (1) the choice of a house, (2) its decoration, and (3) the selection of its furniture, are dealt with in a manner which, it is trusted, will be helpful to many a young housewife, and more especially to those whose choice must in many ways be restricted by the limitations of a slender purse.


First Considerations.—The first point for the would-be householder to consider is what rent can be afforded, or, if she wishes to purchase the house, what sum can be devoted to this purpose. She should be as exact as possible in her calculations before she makes up her mind whether to buy or rent a dwelling. Rates and taxes have to be considered in both cases. The purchase money, it must be remembered, represents money which otherwise invested would have brought in a yearly rate of interest. The loss of this yearly interest must be reckoned as equivalent to annual out-of-pocket expenditure, added to which must be the cost of upkeep and repairs, and those taxes which, in the case of a house let on lease, are paid by the landlord, not to speak of the many other expenses which the ownership of house property involves.


If it is proposed to lease a house there are several points which would increase or decrease the expenditure as the case may be. If it is taken on a repairing lease, the tenant will have to see to all repairs both inside and out. This will amount to not a little expenditure in the course of the year, and therefore repairing leases should be avoided where possible. In London, however, and many other large towns most of the houses are let upon repairing leases. In these circumstances it is more than ever important that the house be in thorough condition and repair before the new tenant takes possession.


In some leases a stipulation is made that the landlord will attend to all outside repairs, whilst a tenant will be held responsible for inside repairs; but the ideal arrangement is undoubtedly that in which the landlord undertakes to do all repairs, even though the rent may be a little higher in consequence. There are many important legal points involved in the drawing up of a lease or a deed of purchase (see Law of Landlord and Tenant, p. 379). It is always advisable, therefore, for the would-be householder to secure the service of a good and reliable house agent to act for her in the transaction. She might also find it expedient to consult her lawyer.


A small amount expended upon agent’s and lawyer’s fees has often been the means of saving large sums of money, and it is worse than folly for the householder without any elementary knowledge of the law in regard to landlord and tenant, or of the intricacies of a contract of sale to hope to cope with the legal technicalities involved in a purchase or lease without any advice. Even if she does possess some knowledge of the law, it is better for her to have expert advice; often flaws are found in leases or agreements which only a trained legal mind can detect, and it is always better to be on the safe side in these matters. (See Agents’ Fees, p. 383.)


In regard to the purchase of a house, this may often be done through the medium of a good “Building Society.” A Building Society advances to its members loans for the purpose of acquiring houses, or of acquiring land for building purposes. In return for the loan, the house or land so acquired is mortgaged to the Society. When the loan is repaid, the house becomes the absolute property of the member. The fund out of which the Society grants the loans is provided by the subscription of the members themselves.


Locality.—Having calculated to the nearest figure the sum of money she is justified in spending, or the annual amount for rent, rates, and taxes which she can afford to allot out of her yearly income, the householder must consider in what locality she is most likely to obtain a house which will best meet with her requirements. If members of the family have to go into the city daily, then the residence should be one from which the city is of easy access. House rents in towns are higher than in the suburbs, but where a residence in the suburbs is selected, train and omnibus fares will have to be added to the yearly expenditure, so that in the long run the difference may not be so great. Very often in some parts of a town rents will be found to be on a cheaper scale than elsewhere, but this is mostly the case in streets which do not bear the best of reputations; the character of the locality should therefore be well inquired into before deciding to profit by a seeming bargain in the rental of a town house.


Where there is a family of children, it is better as a rule to choose a house in some accessible suburb rather than in a town itself. In the suburbs good roomy houses with gardens can be had at quite moderate rentals. Houses with gardens are rare in town, except at very high rentals, whilst in many towns even a high rental cannot secure the most minute amount of garden space.


A suburb where there is a good train service should be selected, and the house should be as near as possible to the station. This last is of the utmost importance. Some people, whilst being careful to select an easily accessible spot within twenty minutes’ train journey of town, choose a residence of about half-an-hour’s walk from the station. If they had chosen a home near the station in one of the more remote suburbs, they would have been better off. The time spent in going backwards and forwards would have been the same, and the drawback of the long walk to and from the house in inclement weather would have been avoided.


Many of the smaller towns, it is true, combine the advantages of town and suburban life in that good dwelling-houses may be had with gardens at fairly moderate rentals. These towns, however, are not great centres of activity, and the foregoing remarks must only apply, of course, to those cases where paterfamilias has to earn his livelihood in one of our large towns or cities.


In many cases, it will be argued on behalf of the children, that educational facilities in town are so much greater and cheaper than in the suburbs or in the country. Nowadays, however, good educational establishments are to be found everywhere, and in regard to specialised subjects such as these included in commercial training, many of the large town establishments have opened branches in most parts of the country. Then, again, if the suburb has been selected with due regard to railway facilities, cheap fares, &c., there is nothing easier than to let the young people go into town for their special lessons if necessary. In the selection of a house, educational facilities for the children should never be overlooked, and for this reason it is always better to inquire whether there are good schools in the neighbourhood.


The same argument must prevail if the house is selected in some country place. In many cases, apart from all question of low rental, &c., the love of paterfamilias for the country is so great, that not all the tedium and discomfort of the long train journey twice daily will deter him from pitching his tent “far from the madding crowd.” If he is prepared to endure the discomfort, well and good, but the welfare of the children from the point of view of education must be considered, and for this reason he should take care to be near some good educational centre, unless the plan of sending the children to a boarding-school is adopted.


If one decides to pitch one’s tent in the country, care should be taken to find out if there are one or two good reliable medical men within easy distance. In case of illness, the fact of having to send two or more miles for medical aid may at times amount to actual calamity. Such risks should therefore be avoided. It is advisable also that the house should not be too far away from a village where food and other commodities can be purchased.


The chief drawback to residence in the country lies in the fact that up-to-date arrangements in regard to sanitation, water supply, and lighting are not always to be found, and although many charms are to be found in life in a country cottage, there are also in many eases disadvantages which will more than counterbalance these charms if great care and discrimination are not exercised in the choice of both locality and dwelling.


House versus Flat.—The comparative merits of houses and flats as places of residence will ever be a debatable subject. There is no doubt, however, that as regards town life, for people of moderate means, flats represent the minimum amount of annual outlay. It is much easier for a woman to regulate her expenditure when she knows that the sums she pays yearly for her flat will cover not only rent, but also rates and taxes. As the latter usually amount to a third of the rental, this is a most important consideration. Then there is an old saying that “a large house is a big thief,” and many a weary householder, harassed at the thought of high wages claimed by servants, large sums spent in cleaning and keeping the house in repair, has proved the truth of this old adage.


With a flat expenditure is kept within easy bounds; none of the thousand and one odd expenses are liable to crop up in various unexpected quarters as in the case of a house, and all the rooms being on one floor, one’s housework is reduced to a minimum, and the amount spent on servants’ wages is correspondingly decreased.


There is also the additional advantage of security, for one feels quite safe when leaving for the annual holiday in locking up the flat and placing the key in the care of the doorkeeper. It can also be locked up during the daytime, when one wishes to go out, without the necessity of leaving any one in charge.


On the other hand, a flat nas many disadvantages as compared with a complete dwelling-house. The rooms are small, in many cases dark, the larder and cellar accommodation poor—dress cupboards are generally conspicuous by their absence, and in even the best and most expensive of flats the servant’s room, where there is one, is little better than a cupboard in size. Then, again, flats at the lower rentals are always on the top or second top stories of a building or else in the basement. In the case of the luxurious buildings which are let out in flats at high rentals a lift will be provided, but this is seldom the case in regard to the buildings at which flats are let out at moderate rents. In the absence of a lift there will be the weary climb up high flights of stone steps before one can reach one’s dwelling, a disadvantage which does much to counterbalance the advantage of the rooms being on one floor. But even with this disadvantage, top floor flats are preferable to flats in the basement in regard to light and ventilation.


In a flat it is impossible to maintain the same degree of privacy as in a house. One’s slumbers are apt to be disturbed in the small hours of the morning by the efforts of some conscientious youngster laboriously practising five finger exercises in the flat below, or else a “musical evening” in the flat opposite continued far into the night, though very enjoyable to those whom it may concern, succeeds in robbing you of those precious hours of “beauty sleep” which you prize so highly. In case of contagious illness also the danger of infection is greater, as isolation is more difficult.


On the whole, there are many things to be said for and against flat life; but it may be taken as a general rule that for the young couple beginning housekeeping on strictly limited means, a flat is always best from the point of view of keeping down expenditure; whilst in the case of a family of young children, flat life is incompatible with comfort owing to the limited space available, and the very fact of all the rooms being on one floor is in these circumstances a positive disadvantage.


Site and Soil.—Absence of damp is of the utmost importance to health, and in this respect a great deal will depend on the soil upon which the house is built. A gravel soil or chalk soil above the water level is best. A clay soil, being non-porous, retains moisture and should be avoided.


On the other hand, the position of the site is an important factor in determining the advantage or disadvantage of the soil upon which it is built. Generally speaking, a house should never stand low: it often happens that a house standing on high ground, although built on clay soil, is dryer than a low-lying dwelling situated in a valley upon gravel soil. Trees are desirable, if not too near the house, as they aid in drying the soil, certain trees such as eucalyptus, plane, and poplar being specially useful.


What is known as “made-up ground” is about the worst soil upon which a house can be built. The word “made” is true in its actual sense, for the ground consists of holes and hollows which have been literally filled up with all sorts of rubbish and refuse to make a foundation. The danger of building on such a soil, which will in many cases be largely composed of organic matter from which noxious gases emanate and force their way upwards, is obvious. Careful inquiry should therefore be made in regard to this important question of soil before selecting a dwelling.


Construction.—The absence of damp will also depend to a great extent upon the construction of the house, proper construction tending to minimise many of the disadvantages of an unsuitable soil. Houses built on clay soil should be well raised above the ground level, and should possess neither cellars nor basements. Houses with basements must be very carefully constructed with the view of preventing the damp from rising up the floor and lower walls. The subsoil should be drained by means of subsoil drain-pipes, which consist of short earthenware pipes laid in trenches several feet below the surface (see p. 4). To prevent dampness rising through the floor of the basement, the floor should be built upon a bed of concrete, whilst to prevent moisture from rising up the lower walls, these should not only be constructed upon a foundation of concrete, but what is known as a “damp course” should be provided. A “damp course” consists of an impervious layer of cement, slate, asphalt, or bitumen, which is placed in the brick-work of the wall above the ground level, but below the floor. Houses with basements should always be separated from the street by an area.


A great deal of the comfort and well-being of the inhabitants of a house will depend upon the plan upon which it is built. Houses with basements always entail work for servants in going up and down stairs between the dining-room and the kitchen. On the other hand, in houses where the kitchen and dining-room are on one floor, care should be taken that the kitchen is not situated in such close proximity to the other rooms as to make the smell of cooking go all over the house. The ideal plan is to have the kitchen and pantry shut off from the rest of the rooms on the first floor by a separate little passage and door, the passage running between the kitchen and pantry, the latter being placed at the back of the dining-room, with a hatch, i.e. a small cupboard like an aperture in the wall itself opening from the pantry into the dining-room, through which dishes may be passed to the servant waiting at table. When not in use, this little cupboard can be kept closed and will not be noticeable. A lift from the kitchen to the dining-room where there is a basement is a very great help; but these are as a rule expensive to fit in and are luxuries not within the reach of the many. Plenty of cupboards are also desirable, including a hot-air cupboard for the airing of linen. If the house is a high one, water should be laid on one of the upper landings in addition to the bath-room. There should in all cases be a housemaid’s pantry on one of the upper landings in which she can keep pails and brushes.


Too much stress cannot be laid upon the necessity of the house being thoroughly dry: for this reason it is never wise to take up residence too soon in a newly-built house, as the walls are usually damp. Fires should be kept burning in all the rooms for as long a period as possible before going into a new house.


A little wall-peeling and discoloration in the case of a new house is almost unavoidable, but if, when looking over a house which has been built for some time, the paper is seen to be discoloured, this may be taken as a sure sign of damp, and the house should be avoided. In these cases a musty damp smell will almost invariably be present; a house of this kind cannot possibly be healthy, and residence in damp dwellings is a most prolific cause of all kinds of illness. Many a case of chronic rheumatism can be traced to residence in a damp house. Care should also be taken to find out if the roof is in good condition, as dampness in the upper rooms may often be traced to some defect in the roof. Though for the purpose of drainage of the soil it is well to have trees near the house, they must not be too near, as in this case they are liable to make it damp. Ivy growing up the walls of the house, though very pretty and decorative in appearance, is also a cause of damp.




[image: illustration]




Illustration showing Concrete Foundation of a House with Damp Course and Drainage System.








Aspect.—A house should also be carefully selected in regard to its aspect. Generally speaking, the front should face south-west or south-east. The front bedrooms and sitting-rooms will in this way catch the morning sun, whilst the back rooms will have the afternoon sun. For this reason it is advisable to have as many bedrooms in the front as possible. The breakfast-room should also have a sunny aspect; where there is no breakfast-room, the dining-room should be in the front of the house in order that the cheering influence of the morning sun may be enjoyed at breakfast, whilst the drawing-room will do well in a position where it receives the sunshine in the afternoon. It is not advisable, as a rule, to choose a house facing due north; the rooms will be dark through absence of sunlight, and the house will be cold, requiring a much greater degree of artificial warmth in winter to make it habitable than in the case of a south-west or south-east aspect.


DRAINAGE


A house should not be purchased nor an agreement for a lease entered into before the purchaser or lessee is satisfied that the drainage system is in thorough order. To make sure of this, it is essential to take independent expert advice upon the subject and to have the premises examined by a sanitary engineer. Failing this, it would be advisable to insist upon a written guarantee from the vendor or landlord that the drains have been recently tested and are in good condition. It is well, however, to always have an independent opinion, therefore the former plan is the better of the two, and by adopting it the intending purchaser or tenant protects himself from becoming saddled with a house where insanitary conditions prevail.


However well a house may be constructed in regard to light and ventilation, if the drainage is wrong, sickness and disease will invariably follow, and a little trouble and expense in investigating this important matter in the first instance will save no end of trouble and expense in the long run.


The most usual system of drainage or disposal of sewage prevailing in towns and almost all but remote country places is that known as the “water-carriage system” by which all the sewage is carried off underground in pipes called drains. The following drain-pipes are to be found in the average house—


The sink pipe for taking away water from the sink; the water pipe for taking away the bath water; the soil pipe (discharging from the water-closets), with its ventilating pipe carried above the roof; the outer drain pipe for carrying off superfluous water.


These pipes all lead to the house drain which, in its turn, is connected with the street sewer. It is not only important that all drains should be properly constructed, but also that they be kept in good condition if the house is to be healthy. To this end they should be regularly examined and all defects put right with the least delay possible.


Good drains should be (1) water-tight; (2) well ventilated; (3) without direct connection between those carrying sewage and those carrying waste from baths, basins, and the like; (4) well flushed.


(1) In order to be water-tight, the drain-pipes are best made of iron, but owing to the expense this involves they are generally made of earthenware. Long iron pipes with lead joints constitute the most water-tight system invented so far. The bed in which the pipes are laid must not be liable to sink, or the joints will give, even although firmly cemented. For this purpose, care must be taken not to sink the original trenches deeper than is necessary, as any filling in with fresh earth promotes consequent sagging.


(2) The ventilation must be very thorough, or sewer gas will find its way into the house in spite of the most careful traps to prevent it.


(3) The waste pipes from baths, &c., should never open directly into the sewer, even although the connection is guarded by a trap. They should pour their water into an open receiver or gully placed outside the house, and the gully should be connected with the sewer. Then if any sewer gas escapes from the gully, it will pass off in the open air without being conducted into the house. In the case of all pipes connection with the sewer must be guarded by a trap. Traps are devised to prevent the escape of sewer gas from the drain into the house. Many of the older traps had the drawback that they allowed filth to accumulate in them. U- or S-shaped traps are the ones now chiefly used. By having it of either shape, whenever the drain is flushed some water is retained in the bent part or trap, which then prevents the passage of gas through this portion of the pipe. The water used to flush the water-closet should not come direct from the chief cistern, but from a special small cistern, the water of which is never used for drinking purposes. By this means, if sewer gas passes into the small cistern, it will be absorbed by the water in it without passing on to the chief water-drinking cistern.


(4) In order that a drain may be well flushed, not only must an ample supply of water pass down it, but the drain must be laid at such an incline that the flow is sufficiently rapid. It must be fairly narrow and as straight as possible for the same reason; and, again, friction must be reduced by making the internal surface smooth. By these means the accumulation of filth is reduced to a minimum.


Testing the drains is done by plugging the outlet of the suspected drain at the nearest manhole and then filling it with water from the nearest water-closet. If a leak is present, the water soon sinks, and if many leaks are present, it may not be possible to fill the drain at all. Suspected leaks may also be tested by pouring down strong oil of peppermint or assafetida in hot water, whilst a second person in the room below determines whether the odour escapes or not, but this method is not so thorough as the former test, though more easily performed by the householder.


The water-closet must be of such a pattern that it is always clean and efficiently trapped, has no direct connection with the drinking-water cistern, and is flushed by a special cistern of its own which should hold from two to three gallons. The “wash-out” closet and the “valve” closet are two of the best patterns in use at present—a “hopper” closet is commonly used, and it is satisfactory if a short hopper is used, but a long hopper is to be condemned for its lack of cleanliness. What is known as the “pan” closet is an old form of closet which cannot be too strongly condemned. The traps should be furnished with anti-siphonage pipes to prevent them becoming unsealed. In well-built houses water-closets are always separated from the other portion of the house by a small passage, and where there are two or three they are placed on the different landings one above the other. In properly constructed houses all places where water is laid on, such as the bath-room, lavatories, house-maid’s sinks, should come one over the other on the various floors.


The Earth System.—In the country, where a sufficient water-supply is not always available for a complete water-borne system of drainage, what is known as the “Earth” system is the most sanitary to adopt. In this system earth is used instead of water in the closet pails, and the contents of the latter are buried at intervals in the garden.


The principle of the earth system is founded on the well-known power possessed by dry earth of deodorising and disinfecting fæcal matter—a given quantity of earth, if applied in detail to fresh excrement, destroying all smell and absorbing all noxious vapours. Where sufficient earth is not available, ashes should be used. Moule’s earth closets are amongst the best-known sanitary appliances used in connection with this system.


Removal of Refuse.—All the dry refuse of a house which does not come under the designation of “sewage,” is removed by dustmen in the employ of the local authorities at regular intervals. The most sanitary dustbins are made of zinc. The dustbin should be kept closed to keep out rain and damp, otherwise the contents will quickly decompose, and noxious odours will be the result. It should not be kept too near the wall of the house, but should be at least six feet away from it. Only dry refuse should be placed in the dustbin. All vegetable matter, such as potato parings, &c., should be burnt if noxious and unsanitary odours are to be avoided. (See Kitchen Refuse, p. 94.)


WATER-SUPPLY


A pure and abundant water-supply is a necessity in every house. Care must be taken, therefore, to find out (1) if the supply is good; (2) if it is constant or intermittent; (3) if the latter, whether the cisterns are adequate for the storage of the water and are in good condition.


In regard to the purity of the water, this should be ascertained by applying to the county or borough analyst for an analysis. The usual fee for this analysis is one guinea. As a rule the water-supply in large towns is pure. When, as in country districts, the water is derived from wells, the utmost precautions should be taken. All well water should be boiled before use, as it is very liable to pollution. If a well is shallow the risk of contamination is often considerable. A well should be deep and have its sides protected by some waterproof material to prevent the surface water from entering it. The best wells are those which are driven through the first impervious stratum so as to tap the one lying below.


Filters are largely used for purifying water, but a number of those in domestic use are not so effective as is generally supposed. Many stop some of the germs, which then flourish in the substance of the filter and infect all subsequent water that passes through. Hence purification of the water by boiling is a much safer method. Among the more reliable filters are the Pasteur-Chamberland and the Berkefeld. In the Pasteur-Chamberland filter the water passes through a thick-walled unglazed earthenware tube, which stops germs. It has been recommended to clean this by brushing the outside with a stiff brush; as, however, the germs are not only outside but probably also distributed through the substance of the porcelain, to be thoroughly cleansed it should be boiled or a new tube substituted. All filters require thorough and constant cleansing if they are to be effective. A dirty filter will do more harm than good.


In most towns there is now what is called a “constant water-supply.” The constant supply system renders cisterns for the storage of water unnecessary, excepting in connection with the hot-water supply. Where there is what is known as an “intermittent supply” the water is turned off for a certain time each day. In these circumstances the intending householder should find out if the cisterns are large enough for the adequate storage of the water during those hours in which the supply is cut off, and also if the cisterns are clean and in thoroughly good condition. Cisterns should never under any circumstances be left uncovered, but should be provided with a well-fitting lid. No house should be taken until it has been ascertained that all cisterns have been thoroughly cleaned by the plumber. This cleaning should be repeated at regular intervals. The cisterns should be made of galvanised iron. An overflow pipe should be provided for any overflow of water that might arise; this pipe should discharge into the open air and never into a soil pipe or drain, or pollution of the water by sewage gases is likely to result. Cisterns from which drinking water is drawn should be as far as possible from water-closets and drains. The simple precaution of letting the water run a little before drawing it in the morning for drinking purposes should always be taken, as it should be remembered that the water has been stationary in the pipes all night, and the supply is therefore not so pure as when constantly drawn from during the day.


Hot-Water Supply.—A good hot-water supply is a necessity in every household, and a great deal of the comfort of the house depends upon this supply being adequate to the demands made upon it.


In most houses the water is heated by the kitchen range, at the back of which is a boiler; from this hot water is conveyed to the hot-water tank by means of circulation pipes. The supply of hot water will depend to a great extent upon the efficacy of the kitchen range and the supply system installed. The two best-known systems in this connection are the “tank” and the “cylinder” system. In the first system a tank is supplied for storage of hot water, while a cylinder takes the place of the tank in connection with the second system. Before taking a house, care should be taken to ascertain whether the hot-water system is in thorough working order.




[image: illustration]




Hot-water Circulator.








Heating Water by Gas.—There are other methods, however, of securing a hot-water supply independent of the kitchen-range. There has been placed upon the market within recent years an apparatus known as a “Circulator.” This is a small boiler heated by gas which can easily be connected to the “flow” and “return” pipes from the coal-range boiler, and will then with a quite moderate consumption of gas supply hot water to the circulating tank, either independently of, or in conjunction with, the coal-range boiler, the working of the latter, in the event of the kitchen fire being lighted, being in no way interfered with. These circulators are specially adapted for use in flats, and in villas where the length of the circulating pipes are not abnormal.


In small houses and flats where gas is used exclusively as fuel, many people obtain their supply of water for the bath by installing a geyser in the bath-room for the purpose of heating the bath water, whilst the water for kitchen and other purposes is boiled on the gas stove. Geysers for the purpose can be hired from all the gas companies. The geyser, however, does not give a storage of hot water throughout the house, and does not therefore fully take the place of the range boiler as does the circulator. It is a useful accessory to the bath-room, however, in summer, as hot water for the bath can be obtained by this means independently of the kitchen range.


VENTILATION


A supply of fresh pure air is essential to health, hence it follows that homes should be well ventilated. Good air must be admitted and bad air expelled. Ventilation is the renewal of the air contained in a room. The necessity for such renewal increases with the number of people occupying it, and the number of lights burning in it. Both lights and people alike use up the oxygen of the air and discharge into it a certain amount of carbondioxide; but the human breath has a more noxious effect than the flamo of an ordinary lamp or gas jet, for it emits a certain quantity of highly poisonous organic matter, and it is chiefly this which vitiates the air and gives it the well-known “stuffy” odour.


Every one is aware that air that has been breathed is warm, and that warm air rises. Many people think that if a room is sufficiently lofty the bad air will all accumulate near the roof and the air near the floor will not be vitiated for many hours. This is a great mistake, for unless some means of letting out the bad air is provided, its warmth will soon become lost and its moisture will condense, causing the bad air to become heavier than the fresh air, when it will sink and mingle with the latter and a vitiated atmosphere will be the result. As a matter of fact, the bad air rarely rises higher than twelve feet before it becomes cool and descends.


Every room, therefore, that is to be adequately ventilated requires both an inlet for good and an outlet for bad air.


To secure the ventilation of a dwelling-room we require no ceiling to be higher than twelve feet, but the windows should reach the ceiling and be open at the top. A fireplace should always be present and the chimney register should never be closed. The window and the chimney are the two readiest means of ventilation.


The ventilation should be arranged so that the fresh air is let in with its current directed upwards, and the bad air let out near the ceiling. It is an error to ventilate the room into the passage by leaving the door open and the window closed. “Windows were made to be opened, doors to be shut.” Bedroom windows, especially, should never be altogether closed at the top. Care should be taken that the bed is placed so that the cold air does not beat down upon the sleeper.


The danger of draughts, however, must be reckoned with in many cases, and for delicate people wide-open windows in winter are not always advisable. In these circumstances a very simple system of ventilation known as the Hinckes-Bird method should be adopted. It consists in raising the lower sash of a window a few inches, and blocking up the opening with a piece of boarding as long as the width of the window and about six inches broad, thus allowing the fresh air to enter the room, but only between the two sashes, and with an upper current.
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The Hinckes-Bird Method of Ventilation.








The proper ventilation of a house will depend to a great extent upon its warming arrangements. Some grates are constructed so that the fire burning in them serves to warm the air before it enters the room. A Galton’s grate, for instance, has an air-space behind the chimney communicating below with the outside air and above with the interior of the room, the heat of the chimney being in this way used to warm the incoming air.


A very simple means of ventilating ordinary dwelling-houses is found in what is known as the “Sheringham Valve,” which is a metal guard placed around an aperture in the wall, so arranged as to direct the incoming air upwards and made to work on a hinge so as to show the opening when desired.


A Tobin’s Tube is a pipe the lower end of which communicates through an opening in the wall with the outside air, whilst the upper end opens into the room about six feet above the floor.


Among other simple aids to ventilation without draught are the following:—


Perforated Bricks, communicating with the room by gratings, which serve to break up the current and thus prevent the draught from being felt.


Boyle’s Valve inserted in the chimney near the ceiling. This contrivance consists of an aperture leading into the chimney with two talc flaps, forming a valve, which permits the air of the room to enter the chimney, but prevents the smoke from entering the room.


Louvre Panes, consisting of slips of glass placed obliquely in an oblong opening cut in the window pane. They are commonly used in shop windows that do not open. The Cooper rose ventilator is on the same principle.


LIGHTING


The proper lighting of a house is essential not only from the point of view of the health, but also for the comfort of its inhabitants. A person is more influenced by his or her surroundings than one would think—good temper and cheeriness come naturally amid cheerful surroundings, whereas dark, gloomy, and ill-lighted premises tend to have a most depressing effect upon even the most optimistic of individuals.


Good natural light during the daytime may be secured by a wise choice of aspect (see p. 5). Stained-glass windows should be avoided in living rooms. Many people elect to have the lower sashes of their dining-rooms, for instance, of stained glass. The effect may be imposing, perhaps, but it is certainly not cheerful, and grandeur is dearly bought at the expense of the light and cheeriness of a room. Then, again, creepers should not be allowed to grow over the front of the house in such a way as to overshadow the windows, nor should the light be shut out by the too close proximity of trees. It must be remembered that plenty of light is essential to our health, and care should be taken therefore to secure it.


Artificial Lighting.—In towns electric light and gas form the chief artificial illuminants. Gas is also supplied in a large number of country places, but where this is not to be had, lamps are generally used. In large country houses, however, air gas is often made from a plant on the premises.


Electric Light as an illuminant has many advantages. It is cleanly, hygienic, and convenient; and if care is taken in regulating its use, the quarterly electric light bill may be kept well within bounds. It is very little trouble to switch off the light when one leaves the room, and if this is done not once in a way, but as a general rule, a substantial saving on the electric light bill is the result. Low candle-power lights should be used in the bedrooms, one or two 7 or 8 candle-power lamps being usually sufficient for each room.


Economy may also be exercised by means of the electric lamps selected. Tantalum and many of the other metallic filament lamps, whilst giving a much brighter light than the ordinary incandescent lamps with carbon filaments, consume much less current than the latter, and are therefore more economical.


In connection with the installation of an electric plant for lighting in country mansions situated in localities where there is no public supply, the initial outlay will necessarily be higher. Where a public supply is available the only expense will be that of wiring the premises and purchasing the necessary fixtures. In most cases the latter may be hired from the electric light company by payment of a fixed sum every year. The cost of electric light varies in different towns. In London it averages from 4d. to 5d. per unit for lighting, whilst for heating purposes the cost is 1d. per unit.


Coal Gas is obtained by the distillation of coal in large chambers or retorts. The distillation proceeds for about four hours under a great heat, and the products are broadly coke, gas, and coal tar. The gas is then cooled, washed with water, and treated with slaked lime to remove impurities.


The large cylindrical vessels so prominent in all gas works are the gas-holders, from which the supply issues to the consumers. These holders rise and sink in a tank of water by their own weight and the upward pressure of the gas inside. The gas is conveyed from the holder by mains and from the mains to the consumer by service pipes.


The use of coal gas as an illuminant is almost universal, and many important improvements in regard to fittings have been made within recent years which have increased its usefulness to a remarkable degree.


Meters are used to measure the gas consumed, and it is important that every householder should know how to read and check the meter. Gas meters are usually lent on hire to the consumer by the gas company. It is important that the supply of gas to the burner should be regulated. This can always be done by means of a regulator or “governor” on the main pipes or governor burners.


Incandescent Gas.—This is by far the most superior and effective method of gas lighting. It is used in connection with special burners which admit air to be burned with the gas, a most brilliant effect being achieved by the illumination of the white mantle which is used in conjunction with the burner. The burner is usually fitted with a by-pass for lowering and raising the light. By means of this by-pass the gas may be left turned on at the stop-cock, whilst only the faintest flicker of a flame is left on the burner. The Veritas and Welsbach mantles are amongst the best known and most effective to use with incandescent gas.


Amongst the latest improvements in connection with gas lighting may be classed the Pneumatic Gas Switch, by means of which gas can be switched on in the same manner as electric light. With this simple apparatus any number of gas lights can be switched on or off, separately or together. It consists of three parts—a switch, a valve and a coil of small tubing. The switch turns the gas up or down from any position or distance. The valve with by-pass complete screws on to any ordinary gas bracket or chandelier at the burner, which is easily done without tools of any kind, whilst the tube, which is as small and flexible as a bell wire, conducts the air pressure from the switch to the valve, and is attached to the wall or woodwork with small staples supplied with the sets. By touching the switch, air pressure is sent through the fine tube, and the light is thus turned either on or off as desired. One of the special features of the gas switch is the fact that no batteries or chemicals of any kind whatever are required. It is self-contained and requires no further attention when fitted. Another advantage to be found in using this switch lies in the fact that incandescent mantles will be found to last much longer owing to the fact that the gas switches on easily; it does away with the slight explosion which always takes place when a match or taper is applied when lighting the gas in the usual way.


Air Gas.—In large country houses where there is no public gas-supply, air gas is largely used for lighting purposes. This is manufactured from a plant on the premises, and there are many apparatus for the purpose on the market. One of the best apparatus for manufacturing air gas is that sold by Messrs. W. A. S. Benson and Co., Ltd., of 82 and 83 New Bond Street, London, W. It is known as the “Aeos” Gas Apparatus. The light given by “Aeos” gas, whilst being brilliant and pure white, is exceedingly soft and restful. The apparatus is exceedingly simple, as the plant is wholly automatic; it is also absolutely safe to use, being non-explosive.


The price for a 25-light apparatus capable of supplying 25–26 candle-power burners would be as follows:—
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whilst the cost of installing would be about £1 per point. Once the initial cost of installation has been borne this gas proves one of the most economical illuminants it is possible to have.


Electric Light, Gas and Oil Fittings.—A great deal of the beauty of a room depends upon the choice and position of suitable lighting fittings.


In the dining-room there should always be a centre light coming over the dinner-table in addition to any other bracket lights necessary. With electric fittings it is as well to have one or two lamps to the centre light which are switched on by different switches, so that either one or more of the lamps can be lighted at will. A red silk shade over the centre light has a most softening and soothing effect. The metal work is most effective when of antique copper or brass.


In the drawing-room which is lighted by electricity, the centre pendant is of different design, usually consisting of a number of lights, each with separate ornamental glass shades. A high electric standard lamp, with a pretty silk shade of a light colour to tone with the general decorative scheme of the room, gives a very pretty effect, as do small lamps to be placed on mantelpiece, table, or piano as desired.


The hall should be provided with a hanging centre lamp of lantern design, whilst, especially in houses built in the Queen Anne style, a plain old-time iron lantern should be hung outside the porch.


In the billiard-room the lights over the table should have plain green shades. In the library or study a centre light with one or two small metal table standard lamps with soft silk shades should be provided.


In the bedrooms there should always be a light in front of the toilet table and one over the bed, the latter to be turned on by a switch at the side of the bed. Pretty soft silk shades of a light bright colour to tone with the colouring of the room should be used; pale pink and pale green shades are very effective.
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Bray’s Inverted Burner.








Gas and Oil Lamps.—In regard to gas, where inverted incandescent burners are used, fittings for centre lights and bracket lights may be very similar to those used for electric light, and where the “switch on” system is installed, the illusion can be made almost complete.


Many of the disadvantages connected with the use of oil for house lighting can be minimised by means of suitable fittings. Pendant lamps should be used as much as possible. In the hall a lantern lamp is most effective. The dining-room lamp can be provided with a pretty silk shade, or, where it is preferred, a plain white glass shade, and can be carried out in wrought iron metal work or polished brass. (For Care of Lamps, see p. 77.)


Bracket lamps for hanging on walls are also made in many pretty and effective designs.


Warming the House.—The comfort of the house will depend not a little upon the method of artificial heating adopted during the cold season. Warming should always be considered in relation to ventilation as there is a very close connection between the two.


Rooms may be warmed either by open fire-places, closed stoves (for burning of coal or coke, gas and oil), or by hot-water pipes and radiators.


The old-fashioned open grate will always be popular in English homes. There is something very cheery and comforting about a good bright coal fire that is lacking with closed-in stoves and other methods of heating. It is true it consumes a large amount of fuel for the heat it yields, as most of the heat goes up the chimney, but it makes the chimney a valuable ventilation shaft, which many more economical grates do not. A great deal of the heat-giving capacity of a fire will, of course, depend upon the construction of the grate. The best heating fire-places have the back and sides of brick and not of iron, as brick radiates back the heat, whilst iron lets heat slip through it up the chimney. The back should lean over the fire, not away from it. The slits in the grid that the coal rests on should be narrow so that cinders may not fall through and be wasted. The bars in front of the grate should also be narrow, and the space beneath the fire should be closed up in front by means of an iron shield. Again, the grate should be wider in front than at the back. All these principles of construction are to be found in the grates devised by Pridgin Teale and Lionel Teale; the Teale system, in fact, has formed the basis of all the latest improvements in fire-grates. Many fire-places are now made almost entirely of glazed briquette, this material covering both the hearth and fire-place surround. This is undoubtedly one of the most artistic as well as one of the most heat-giving styles of grate.


An adjustable canopy is in most cases fitted to the top of modern grates.


Many of the newer types of grate are constructed without the front bars. Of these the Wells fire-grates are perhaps the best known. The “Burkone” patent barless fire is another also of excellent design; both grates are so constructed as to give the maximum of heat with a mimimum consumption of fuel.


Stoves.—Closed stoves greatly economise fuel at the expense of ventilation. They often give the room a stuffy odour, probably from organic matter in the air being charred by contact with the stove, and also from the fact that hot iron is porous and permits the escape of some of the gaseous products of combustion through it. They also tend to make the atmosphere unpleasantly dry. This latter defect can be remedied to a certain extent, however, by keeping trays of water around the stove. The ventilating stoves specially constructed to admit air by means of pipes or tubes are the best kind to use. Various kinds of fuel are used for burning in these stoves, chief amongst which are coal, coke, and anthracite coal.


The last-named is a slow-burning natural coal which has three times the heating power of ordinary bituminous coal, and is absolutely smokeless. The fuel is very expensive, costing about £2 per ton, but as one fire will last for hours, an anthracite stove will really prove an economy in the long run. It has been calculated that the average cost for fuel for twelve hours continuous burning will not amount to more than 1½d. Anthracite stoves are best fitted in front of fire-places. Where there is no fire-place, it is always necessary that the flue pipe should be carried to a chimney.


Heating by Gas.—The open gas fires, consisting of jets of flame distributed amongst lumps of asbestos and burning in an ordinary grate with the chimney just as open as for a coal fire, form the healthiest method of heating rooms by gas in ordinary dwelling-houses.
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An Anthracite Stove.








The most careful ventilation of the room is necessary when any means of heating by gas is employed. Whenever gas is used as fuel, whether in open fires or stoves, trays of water should be kept near the fire-place or stove to prevent excessive drying of the atmosphere.


The convenience of gas fires as labour-saving devices is undoubted, and for bedrooms especially they form an easy and convenient method of warming, the fact that they can be turned off as soon as the room is sufficiently warmed adding not a little to their usefulness. There are some people, however, who, although they quite appreciate the many good points about gas fires, refrain from adopting them from purely sentimental motives, the coal fire representing to them the essence of homeliness and cheeriness. Gas stove manufacturers are quite aware of the existence of this feeling, and are continually inventing new devices calculated to render the gas fire as near as possible in appearance to the coal fire. In a new gas fire-grate sold by Messrs. Davis & Sons, and known as the “Boudoir Grate,” an almost perfect imitation of a homely log fire is achieved. In the “Boudoir” fire imitation logs are fitted; and the marked resemblance to the effect of the old-fashioned wood log fire is so great as to almost make the illusion complete. This grate, it is interesting to note, was designed by a woman—Miss Helen Edden, of the Gas Light & Coke Company, London.
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Boudoir Grate.








Electric Radiators.—Where electric light is laid on in a house the electric radiator stoves make very convenient, cleanly, and useful heating apparatus. They can be switched on and off at will as in the case of electric light. The initial cost is small, very good radiators being procurable for an outlay of 35s. and upwards; but they have the drawback of consuming a great amount of current, and for this reason, unless great care and discrimination are exercised in their use, they are apt to prove expensive.


Oil-Stoves.—Where no other method of heating is available oil-stoves are very useful, but at the same time they have many disadvantages. From the point of view of ventilation they are not hygienic, as they use up a good amount of pure air; and being nearly always used in rooms which contain no fire-place there is no outlet for the fumes which pass into the room and vitiate the atmosphere.


Oil-stoves require constant attention in the way of cleaning and trimming; they have a tendency to smell unpleasantly, and this tendency is particularly marked when their care in either of the above respects is neglected. The prices of these stoves range from three or four shillings to two and a half guineas. Very useful little stoves may be purchased for an outlay of ten to eleven shillings. The more expensive varieties are of course the best. They burn a good deal of oil, however, and for this reason, if burning constantly, the weekly outlay on oil for a stove would represent in many instances more than the outlay on coal for a fire.


Hot-Water Pipes.—This system of heating is mostly restricted to large houses and public buildings and institutions. The heat is diffused by means of hot water circulated through the house by pipes and radiators. The installing of a hot-water system amounts to a considerable sum in the first instance. The disadvantage of this heating arrangement lies in the fact that it is not easy to regulate the temperature, and a stuffy atmosphere is usually the result. Very often in large houses a hot-water system is installed for heating the hall and landings, whilst the rooms are heated with fires in the ordinary way. There is no doubt that many colds and other similar ills may often be attributed to the fact that people are apt to overlook the danger of loitering in a cold and draughty hall after coming out of a warm room. Some method of heating the hall to make it of uniform temperature with the rooms is therefore highly desirable, and no more efficient method than that of a hot-water system could be devised for the purpose.


General Condition of the House.—Before renting or purchasing a house, careful investigation should be also made into the general condition of the premises.


The roofs should be examined by a builder for any defect that might give rise to damp and other similar ills; walls, flooring, and ceilings should be looked into for cracks and other imperfections. Care should be taken to find out that doors fit well, opening and shutting easily, on their hinges; also that locks are in good condition. Windows should be examined to see that cords are good, and that they open both top and bottom; also that they are properly fitted with bolts, and that the shutters (if any) are in working order.


Defects in chimneys should be looked for; these are often indicated by discoloration by smoke of the marble of the mantelpieces. The kitchen range and boiler should be tested, care being taken to find out if a good supply of hot water can be ensured. In some houses it is only after a regular furnace has been blazing in the kitchen grate for some hours that the water begins to show any signs of warmth; this points to some defect in the boiler, and a plumber should at once be called in to put matters right.


If the kitchen fire-place is of an obsolete type, the landlord should be asked to put in a modern range. All pipes should be attended to and put in repair.


Care should be taken to see that the principal rooms are fitted with bells, and if so, whether the latter are in good condition. Needless to say, the house should be thoroughly clean and in every way fit for the occupation of the incoming tenant. The latter must be careful to ascertain that this is the case, and also that it is not infested by rats, mice, beetles, or other vermin of an even more disagreeable kind.


No pains should be spared in attending to all these matters, and seeing that attention is paid to everything that makes for comfort. The landlord who wishes to let a house is a much better-tempered and amenable person than the landlord who has actually “caught” his tenant. Insist on everything being put in order before you take over the premises. If matters are allowed to slide a great deal of future expense will be entailed, more especially where the house is taken upon a “repairing” lease. The need for caution before making a purchase is none the loss imperative, or else the purchaser will find that what with the cost of putting the premises into repair in the first instance and tho amount expended subsequently upon the general upkeep of the house, he will have made a very bad bargain indeed.


It should be remembered that, excepting in the case of houses let furnished, a landlord is not bound in law to put the premises in a state of repair or even into a habitable condition before the tenantry commences unless he has entered into an agreement to do so with the incoming tenant.


HOUSE DECORATION


Once a house has been taken and all the necessary cleaning and repairs have been duly carried out, the important question of decoration will have to be entered into.


Many women look upon the selection of wallpaper as a tedious task which is best avoided where possible, and leave the entire scheme of papering and decoration to the discretion of the landlord, with very often lamentable results. True, in some instances, the latter may be a man of taste and may take sufficient pride in his property to select papers suitable for the aspect of the various rooms and the purpose for which they are intended. But such a landlord will prove an exception to the general rule. The idea which ranks paramount in the mind of the average landlord is how to save himself expense. In these circumstances it may be taken for granted that if the selection is left to him his choice will be governed by no other consideration that that of his pocket.


The policy of leaving the selection of wall-papers to a landlord is therefore an altogether fallacious one, and should never be adopted. If he has arranged to paper and decorate the premises for the incoming tenant he will be only too pleased for the latter to make his selection, provided however that he keeps within a certain stipulated sum. If the tenant wishes to obtain papers of a better quality than those procurable for the sum allotted, all that he will have to do will be to make up the difference. A landlord will always consent to an arrangement of this kind.


It should be ascertained that the walls are thoroughly dry and clean before the new paper is put on. The practice of pasting a new paper over an old one cannot be too highly condemned from the point of view of cleanliness and sanitation. Care should also be taken that the paper is fixed to the wall with material that does not turn sour; bad size used for this purpose is particularly noxious. A great deal of illness has been traced to the hanging of wall-papers with bad paste or size. The walls of newly-built houses should not be properly papered for six or eight months, as they will not be thoroughly dry before that time. A temporary papering should be provided during this period.


The decorative scheme should be carefully considered both in regard to the shape, size, light, and aspect of the various rooms, and also in regard to the style of furniture which they will contain. Rooms that are furnished according to a special period scheme, for instance, must be papered in conformity with the style of this period. Wall-papers must always act as a suitable background for the furniture of a room both in regard to pattern, style, and colouring, and this fact should never be lost sight of in making a choice. Then, again, the aspect of a room must influence the choice of the colour selected; what are known as warm colours should not be selected for a room with a south or south-east aspect, whilst all “cold” colours should be avoided in the decoration of rooms facing north or north-east. Yellow and red, for instance, are warm colours, whilst blue is what is known as a cold colour. These three colours are known as the “primary” colours.


Any child who has experimented with a box of paints will know that blue and yellow mixed make green, whilst red and blue make purple. The secondary colours so made may be either warm or cold colours according to the proportion in which their primary colours are mixed. In green, for instance, if the blue preponderates over the yellow the result is a “cold” colour; but many shades of green in which the yellow preponderates will result in an almost warm colour, the warmth of the original yellow being judiciously tempered by the admixture of the cold colour blue. Certain tones of very pale green should always be avoided, because their colour is due to an injurious white pigment containing arsenic. At an inquest held in London a short time ago on the body of a man it was found that his death was due to arsenical poisoning from the cheap green paper on his bedroom wall. Fires in the bedroom had caused the fluff from the paper to be distributed over the room, and as the man was in a weak state of health the poison germs proved fatal.


Just because some greens are dangerous, however, it does not follow that green should be tabooed in house decoration. It is only the cheap pale cold greens which should be shunned. Dark green is one of the most useful colours that can be selected in room decoration, as most other colours tone or contrast well with it. Several delicate greens may also be had which have no injurious ingredients in their composition.


Dadoes and friezes enter largely into the scheme of present-day wall-paper decoration, but their choice must depend upon the size and height of the room. In small low-ceilinged rooms dadoes should never be used, as they only make small rooms look smaller. In regard to friezes, there is a certain difference of opinion amongst furniture experts. Some say that they should not be used at all in low small rooms, whilst others maintain that an unbroken line of wall-paper from floor to ceiling, far from adding to the apparent height of a low room, only serves to diminish it, whilst if the line is broken by means of a narrow frieze, the effect is to make the room more lofty. It may be said as a general rule, however, that the striped self-coloured papers are the best to use in small low-ceilinged rooms, as the stripes tend to give an impression of height. All papers with large patterns should be avoided on the walls of small rooms, although, if judiciously chosen, when used in large lofty rooms they are very effective. Before choosing a wall-paper it is always as well to see it in the piece, and to try the effect of a piece held against the wall before making the final selection.


One important thing to remember in the decoration of rooms is that the various decorations should not match each other in monotonous fashion. The colour scheme is always more effective, for instance, when carpets or table coverings or both form a pleasing contrast to the wall-papers. Where there is a pattern on the wall-paper, let the curtains be of absolutely plain material; never repeat the pattern of a wall-paper in the chintz of curtains or chair coverings.


Ceilings should always be in light tones and cornices should harmonise with the ceiling, whilst all woodwork, including wall skirting, insides of doors, and windows, should be painted in a tint to match the principal tones of the wall-paper—with light delicate papers white woodwork is always suitable. In bedrooms, the designs of which should be always light where possible, light woodwork is also an advantage.


On the whole it may be said that the absolutely plain papers are those which form the most effective background for both pictures and furniture, providing of course that suitable colourings are chosen. Where a number of pictures are to be hung, elaborate designs should never be used. Papers with dull surfaces show off good pictures to the best advantage. Picture rails or mouldings from which the pictures can be hung by means of picture-hooks should be included in the decoration of all the reception rooms. These mouldings not only form an additional ornament to the room, but do away altogether with the necessity of adopting the old-fashioned method of suspending the pictures from large nails in the wall, a method which is certainly not conducive to the long life of the wall-paper.
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Picturehook.








Different Kinds of Papers.—Amongst the most effective of present-day wall-papers may be classed the plain silk fibre papers in uniform tints. These have a softness of surface which is peculiarly pleasing and effective. Pretty friezes in floral and other designs are sold to match these papers.


The most pleasing effects with all plain papers, however, are achieved by means of floral borders, which are not only utilised as friezes, but are carried down the walls at certain intervals to form wide panels. These plain papers with border effects form the most fashionable designs at the present moment. The silk fibre papers may be had from 1s. 6d. per piece, an especially good quality being obtainable for 2s. 6d.


The plain ingrain papers are also very effective; they have a somewhat rougher surface than the silk fibre papers, and may be had from 1s. 6d. per piece.


The moiré papers have a surface resembling the silk after which they are named, and may be had from 1s. 6d. a piece. They are especially effective when thrown into relief by a pretty frieze or border.


Very artistic also are the satin stripe papers. These are in uniform colourings consisting of satin-like stripes alternating with stripes of a duller surface. Their effect in pink, blue, and all the lighter shades is dainty in the extreme; whilst carried out in alternate stripes of white and silver they make a particularly effective drawing-room decoration, especially when used as a background for seventeenth-century furniture.


Patterned wall-papers, where they are preferred, can be very effective if judiciously selected, but the principle that large and bold designs are only suitable for large lofty rooms should never be lost sight of. Several very pretty designs may be had in the chintz wall-papers. Stencilled papers are much more expensive than the other varieties. They are very handsome in effect, but on the whole are more suitable for the decoration of large public buildings than for that of private houses.


The plain sanitary washable papers are especially useful for nursery decoration when finished with pretty friezes and borders illustrating nursery rhymes, fairy stories, or representing various farmyard animals or any other objects calculated to appeal to the childish mind.


Tiled walls form an ideal decoration for the bath-room, but these are necessarily expensive and beyond the reach of the average purse. A very good substitute for tiles is to be had in the material known as “Emdeca,” which consists of an alloy of tin enamelled and is sold at prices ranging from 2s. 4d. the piece (16½×22 inches) and upwards. This, however, would also form a somewhat costly decoration for a bath-room when regarded from the point of view of only a moderately filled purse, but it can be used as a dado, the upper part of the walls being painted with “muraline” or some other washable preparation. Emdeca is also very useful for fixing in sheets at the back of wash-stands and sinks, its appearance being very cleanly and dainty.


Painting and Distemper.—The usefulness of paint in wall decoration must not be overlooked, especially when quite plain walls are required. It does not show damp or dirt in the same degree as plain wall-paper, nor is it liable to fade when exposed to the glare of the sun in a room with a sunny aspect.


Of the various preparations for painting walls “Ripolin” is one of the most satisfactory. The Flat Ripolin has a dull velvety surface which is very soft and pleasing in effect. Ripolin may be had in any colour. It should be finished off where possible with a paper border or frieze, and a dado of lincrusta or other material where the decoration scheme of the room admits of it.


Sanalene is also an excellent paint for wall decoration. Ripolin Gloss and Sanalene Gloss are especially good decorations for nurseries, bath-rooms, larders, kitchens, &c., as they are washable. Both Ripolin and Sanalene are also very useful for painting the woodwork of a room. Plain distempered walls can also be very effective. Hall’s Sanitary Washable Distemper is one of the best to use. It is easily washed when the walls begin to show signs of dirt, and proves one of the cheapest and most economical wall decorations it is possible to have. A pretty paper frieze can be used with advantage to finish off the decoration of distempered walls.


Dadoes, Panelling and Relief Work.—Dadoes make a very effective finish to wall decoration, being especially suited to rooms with lofty walls. The Japanese leather papers sold at from 3s. 6d. a yard are often used in dado work. Lincrusta is another good material which can be had at prices varying from 1s. a yard and upwards, a very good quality being procurable for 3s. or 4s. per yard. The brown lincrusta is much used for dining-room dadoes. “Anaglypta” is also a very useful material both for dadoes and ceiling relief work. It may be had in all designs and qualities, 4s. a yard representing a good average price for ordinary purposes. A pretty dado of white anaglypta makes a very graceful finish to drawing-room walls.


Dadoes should always be finished with ornamental mouldings called dado rails. These serve not only to set them off to advantage, but also as a protection to the lower part of the walls from the knocks of chairs and other furniture.


Wood panelling makes a very effective decoration for dining-room, library, or study where the rooms are large and lofty. A panelling is carried much higher up the walls than a dado, a deep frieze being as a rule the only other wall decoration required. Oak, mahogany, and cedar panellings give a most handsome effect. The cheapest oak panelling is 1s. 6d. a foot. Good English oak may be had from 2s. 3d. a foot, whilst mahogany panelling may be had from 2s. a foot. Though the initial expense is necessarily very great, yet from the point of view of wear wood panellings are unequalled. They are easy to keep clean, and can be bodily removed and fitted in other rooms if desired. Wood panelling enamelled or painted white is often used in drawing-room decoration. In very elaborately decorated period drawing-rooms the wood is often carried up the walls in very narrow panels, alternating with panels of silk in delicate tints. Such an elaborate scheme of decoration, however, would only be suitable in very large and luxuriously furnished dwellings. Where white wood panelling is used in the drawing-room of the average household it is only carried to the height of a dado. Needless to say, in very small rooms panelling of any kind would look altogether out of place. (For Chimney-piece Decorations, see p. 22.)


COLOUR SCHEMES FOR DIFFERENT ROOMS


The Dining-Room.—For the decoration of a dining-room reds, yellows, buffs, dark greens, and russet browns are the colours most often selected. There is a certain tradition in regard to the decoration of a dining-room which dies hard. Everything about the room must be imposing, hence a rich red is a very favourite colour. It is, however, not so fashionable for this purpose as of yore, its use being to a certain extent superseded by the present vogue for papers of buff and russet tints, which are now being used extensively in the dining-room decoration of the most tastefully furnished houses.


The choice of colour must of course be guided by the aspect of the room—red, yellow, and the warmer shades being the most suitable where it has a north-east aspect, whilst cool dark greens and mauves are ideal colourings for rooms with sunny aspects. Red and green, russet and green, and buff, brown and green, mauve and grey make admirable dining-room colour schemes. For instance, a dining-room papered in red might have dark green curtains, a dark green table-cover, and an Axminster carpet in which dark green is the prevailing tone, or else one of these many-toned oriental carpets, the soft tones of which combine so well with almost any scheme of colouring; russet-coloured walls would look well with green curtains, green table-cloth, and a warm red carpet-square over a dark parquet or polished wood flooring.


A plain patternless buff paper thrown into relief by a rich brown dado would make an exceptionally handsome background for mahogany furniture and pictures in dark brown frames, whilst walls papered in soft mauve with a frieze of silver grey, mauve curtains, a tapestry carpet-square with a subdued pattern on a grey ground, and a tapestry table-cover to tone with the carpet, would set off a dining-room suite of oak in Queen Anne style.


The Drawing-Room.—The drawing-room is the room of all others which lends itself to light and delicate treatment. The general effects of the decorative scheme should be one of brightness and cheerfulness, and, above all, of refinement. Delicate mauves, soft greens, turquoise blues, white, pinks, are all suitable colours for wall decoration. The aspect of the room must of course be considered. Warm soft pinks and yellows are best for rooms facing north-east, whilst soft cool greys, blues and greens form ideal colourings for rooms with sunny aspects. White is particularly suitable in small rooms, as it gives an impression of greater space. As a background for Adam’s or Empire furniture it is especially effective. Pretty striped papers in light colours with floral friezes go well with Hepplewhite furniture.


A drawing-room papered or painted in white would look well with a frieze or floral border of a pretty shade of blue green with a carpet and curtains in the same colouring. The entire woodwork of the room, including mantelpiece, overmantel, and dado (if any) would also be white.


A drawing-room with a north-east aspect would look well with a pink satin stripe paper in a soft tone, an art green pile carpet, and curtains of the same shade of green.


Soft grey wall-paper with a rose-coloured floral frieze, rose curtains, and rose and grey in the colour of the carpet would make another effective colour scheme.


Nothing could be calculated to set off drawing-room furniture to better advantage than a light well-polished parquet flooring adorned here and there by one or two choice oriental rugs. The cost is, however, prohibitive to those who are not superabundantly supplied with this world’s riches.


Many people who have carpet-squares or rugs as floor coverings in all the other rooms of the house prefer a fitted carpet in the drawing-room. Where square carpets are used “parquet” makes the best surround, but this is necessarily expensive. Failing parquet a good floor stain should be applied to the surround. Many good stains are sold to imitate oak, dark oak, light oak, walnut, rosewood, satinwood, and other woods. Both parquet and stained floorings require to be kept well polished (see p. 66).


The Library.—The library should be painted or papered in sober colours such as brown, red, tan, and dark green, in keeping with the dignity of the room. To paper a library in the pale art shades of blue or green would be to go against every law of what is fitting and proper. A good soft Turkey carpet forms a favourite floor covering for this room. The shades of Turkey and other oriental carpets are so skilfully interwoven that they will tone with almost any colour. Brown walls and a deep red carpet and curtains are very effective. All the wood should be in brown. Oak and other wood panellings are largely used for wall decoration in the libraries of the rich. They have a very handsome and imposing effect. Dadoes in dark shades of anaglypta or lincrusta are very suitable. Red is a favourite colour in library decoration. Walls papered in red with brown woodwork, a carpet in deep tones of green and red, and curtains to match makes a very effective background.


Breakfast-Room.—The colour treatment of a breakfast-room will, of course, depend upon its aspect. In well-planned houses it usually has a sunny position. A paper with an unobtrusive rose floral pattern on a white ground would tone well with an art blue carpet-square. A plain blue paper with white woodwork, pretty chintz or cretonne curtains with a pink floral pattern on a white ground, a pretty cord carpet with a rose pattern on a fawn ground would also be very suitable.


Bedrooms.—The bedroom papers should be bright and cheerful-looking; never heavy, and, above all, intricate designs should be avoided. These are apt to be particularly irritating to an invalid who is forced to spend a number of days in bed, and worrying over the intricacies of a wall-paper can at times have an almost maddening effect upon a person so situated. As illness is a factor which will have to be reckoned with in almost every household, let the bedroom paper be bright yet restful in design; in fact, nothing can be better than an absolutely plain wall-paper. Washable distemper also forms an admirable decoration, and can be had in all the best and most artistic shades. Distempered walls, however, should always be finished off with a pretty frieze. A plain white paper or distemper, with a pretty floral border of roses to form a panelled effect, would go well with a green art square carpet, rose curtains, and ivory-white woodwork: soft blue paper would tone well with a pretty tapestry carpet with a rose design on a fawn ground, whilst pretty white and rose chintz curtains would complete the colour scheme. White papers with pretty floral friezes and borders to tone with the rest of the decorative scheme form the most characteristic feature of present-day bedroom decoration; a plain white paper with a very deep wisteria frieze is especially effective and would look well with a mauve carpet and mauve curtains.


The Hall.—It is a mistake to think that gloomy colouring is essential to the decoration of a hall—so much depends upon whether it is a bright hall or a dark one. Plain papers or distemper are as a rule the best to use unless the hall is a very lofty one. Warm shades of red and terra-cotta are very suitable, or green where the hall is a particularly bright one. White dadoes, friezes, and woodwork will go a long way towards brightening up a dark hall. Very deep friezes can be used with good effect. A rich pile carpet to tone with the stair carpet and laid over linoleum is a very effective floor covering. When the hall is separated from the outer door by a small vestibule, the door of the latter should be draped with curtains to tone with the rest of the colour scheme. Where linoleum is used as floor covering it should be of a simple parquetry pattern. Any valued trophies, such as swords, other armour, fox brushes, &c., &c., form most suitable decorations for the walls of a hall.


FURNISHING THE HOME


The choice of furniture for the home should not be undertaken lightly. It is a matter which calls for the exercise of much discrimination and forethought, careful consideration of ways and means, and, above all, much ingenuity in cutting one’s coat according to one’s cloth, and at the same time getting the best possible value for money expended.


The requirements of the different rooms in the house should first be carefully studied, and a list made out of every piece of furniture necessary for each separate room, including carpet, fire-irons, window-curtains, curtain rods, blinds, &c.


It may take some time to make out a thoroughly comprehensive list, but it will prove to be time well expended. To go to a furniture shop with only a vague idea of the general wants of the different rooms is to court disaster at the outset. Money which should have been expended upon essentials goes to purchase articles which may be ornamental, it is true, but which are totally unnecessary for use, whilst the important essentials that make for comfort are either overlooked, or else remembered too late.


It is most important, therefore, to set about buying furniture in a business-like way. Lack of method in buying will inevitably result in chaos, and the shopping for the home, instead of being a pleasure, as it should be if undertaken in the proper spirit, will prove a positive ordeal for the unfortunate shoppers.


Many people who have only a very small sum to spend upon furniture make the mistake of taking little interest in their shopping, resigning themselves to the purchase of anything, no matter how ugly, so long as it is cheap. Never was there a greater fallacy. Good taste should be the guiding spirit in the furnishing of the home, and good taste goes a great deal further than mere money in this respect. The most beautiful homes are not necessarily those which have been furnished without any regard to cost; rather are they those upon which care and trouble have been expended in making a judicious and tasteful selection.


A woman of refinement and taste will make a room in which the furniture largely consists of the results of her own handiwork and skill look better and much more desirable than the room of the woman with unlimited wealth at her command, who does not possess the necessary taste to guide her in steering clear of mere vulgar display. Money is a most important factor in the furnishing of a home, it is true, but a very little money can be made to go a long way if only a little trouble and care are exercised in the spending of it. A great deal, of course, will depend upon the resourcefulness of the young couple. Some men, for instance, have a taste for carpentering and carving, then how can this taste be more satisfactorily employed than in the furnishing of the home? Pretty shelves and book-cases and even tables can be made in this way at a very trifling cost. Ordinary orange or soap boxes can be turned into wall brackets, boot cupboards, and even book-cases. Cosy window-seats and pretty ottomans can be turned out by the home upholsterer and carpenter at a trifling cost. It is wonderful what can be done with a few yards of chintz and a liberal supply of enamel. Dainty hangings for impromptu curtain cupboards, wall draperies to hide ugly corners, cushions and window-curtains can be fashioned from the chintz by deft and skilful fingers, whilst ordinary deal tables and shelves may be converted into very dainty pieces of furniture indeed by means of a good coating of enamel well applied. As a general rule, the homes which require the exercise of so much care, ingenuity, and ability to make a sum of money go a long way in the furnishing are those that give the most real satisfaction to their occupants, and what greater pleasure can there be than in the realisation of the fact that the little pinchings and contrivings have brought their reward. The young wife who hears a friend congratulate her on the appearance of a pretty rug which she has fashioned from a piece of carpet bought as a traveller’s sample for a few shillings at a furniture shop, will experience a much more genuine thrill of pleasure than will her richer sister who is complimented upon any article of furniture upon the purchase of which she has not expended a single thought.


It should be every woman’s aim, therefore, however small a sum she may have to invest on the purchase of furniture, to see that it is expended to the best advantage, both from the point of view of taste and also from that of suitability and wear. Do not aim at handsome effects which cannot be achieved with the small sum at your command; cheap imitations should also be shunned. Let what you have be good of its kind. It is better to buy one or two really good pieces of simple and unpretentious furniture and add to them by degrees, than to buy a quantity of cheap imitation which will be shabby in a year.


A good deal of furniture is sold upon the hire system nowadays; that is to say, that, after the payment of a certain stipulated small sum as a deposit by the purchaser the furniture is delivered at his premises, and is paid for in monthly instalments until the purchase is complete. When a hire contract is entered into with a good and reliable firm the transaction often proves satisfactory, and for people who have not the command of a sum of ready money, however small, with which to buy their furniture it is a most convenient method, but in many other respects the hire system is open to objection. To begin with, it will mean a great strain upon the income of the young husband during the years in which he is first beginning to realise his added responsibilities, a strain which is apt to become a veritable burden in the case of those ups and downs of fortune to which every one more or less is liable. Should any reverse of fortune occur owing to which for a time he is obliged to suspend his payments, he is confronted with the probability of having the furniture taken away, even though he should have paid off all but the last few instalments. Again, when a person has a fixed sum to spend, he knows he must keep within its limits, whereas when it is a question of payment by degrees he often ends by buying more than he can afford. As a matter of principle, therefore, from the point of view of the young couple who are just starting upon the management of a home, the hire system has much in its disfavour, and, however small the sum available, it is better to pay outright for the furniture, beginning married life clear of the money responsibilities which would be otherwise involved. One can always begin in a small way, launching out further as the savings accumulate or the income increases.


A small flat with two bedrooms, a sitting-room, bath-room, and a kitchen can be very well furnished for £50, and much less than that if the young couple are adept at contriving in the way already described.


Young engaged couples who have to set about choosing furniture for their new home would do well to get some assistance in drawing up a list of their requirements. Knowledge of the ins and outs of furnishing is best attained by experience, and for this reason the bride’s mother will often be able to make many useful suggestions.


Having made out their list it must next be their aim to divide up the sum to be spent upon the various rooms in suitable proportions. For this they will have to acquire some knowledge of the prices of the various articles, and for information in regard to this point they cannot do better than send for the catalogues of one or two of the best furnishing firms. Furniture catalogues in these enlightened days are not only true objects of art in regard to illustrations, but they usually contain all possible information in regard to the question of furniture, which makes it exceptionally easy for the buyer to make a suitable selection. Comprehensive lists are drawn up containing details in regard to each article necessary in furnishing the home from the table in the dining-room to the saucepans in the kitchen, and all the prices are marked in plain figures.


In addition, people are advised as to how to spend certain sums of money on their furniture to the best advantage. Nearly every furniture list contains schemes for furnishing flats and houses for sums varying from £50 to £500 and upwards. These schemes are drawn up especially for the use of people of average means who have a certain sum to spend and must keep within its limits.


Furthermore, all the large firms show model houses on their premises completely furnished in accordance with the details in their catalogues. A visit to any of these model houses is an education in itself, and nothing is calculated to be of greater assistance in giving reliable guidance to the shopper as to how her money may be spent. The model dwellings are completely furnished in every detail, and in each room a list is usually hung up in some prominent position giving full particulars in regard to every piece of furniture necessary with the price of each separate article. The decorative scheme is complete, including fire-place and fire-irons, window drapery, curtains and wall paper, though the estimate in most cases does not include the latter. A careful study of these rooms both in regard to the colour scheme and also to the arrangement of their actual contents cannot fail to be a useful guide to any purchaser as to her requirements.


Not only one but three or four furniture show-rooms should be visited. The shopper can have no better opportunity of studying really practical furniture schemes, and even though she cannot afford to purchase furniture of the kind so displayed, she will gain many helpful ideas in planning out her own little furniture scheme according to the limitations of her purse. (See Maples’ Ninety Guinea Flat, p. 35.)


FLOORING AND FLOOR COVERINGS


Parquetry.— It should be ascertained that the floors are well levelled, smooth, and free from cracks and holes before laying down carpets. Plasticity and elasticity are very necessary attributes to all good flooring. It should also have a good surface capable of easy polish. Particularly where the floor, or at any rate the borders of the floors, are stained and polished is the last quality necessary. Parquetry is the ideal flooring for hall and reception rooms, but its cost is very great, and for this reason it is a luxury to be enjoyed only by the favoured few. The cost of laying parquetry flooring in a moderately sized square hall of the kind so often seen in modern houses and flats might in many instances be met by economies practised in the general furnishing of the rooms. The first impressions gained of the interior of the house upon entering the hall goes a long way to help the visitor to form an opinion of the whole, and for this reason the question of hall decoration should never be relegated to the background when the decorative scheme is planned.


Where parquetry is used for the entire flooring it should be of the best. The thin makes are, however, quite effective as surrounds for central carpets. They can be purchased at prices ranging from 3d. per foot and upwards.


Carpets.—The choice of carpets for a house must first of all depend upon the sum of money to be allotted to their purchase. This should not amount to more than one-sixth of the sum allowed for furnishing. Where a house or flat has to be furnished for £90 to £100, for instance, not more than £15 should be spent on carpets, whereas out of a sum of £200 for furniture, the outlay on carpets should not be more than £30.


It requires the exercise of no little forethought to make a small sum of money go a long way in the purchase of floor coverings. First and foremost cheap showy carpets should be avoided. One cannot expect good wear out of a very cheap carpet. It will very soon become faded and shabby looking, and nothing tends more to spoil the appearance of a room than a shabby carpet. For those with limited purses there can be no more economical and, at the same time, more durable floor coverings than plain felts and linoleums.


Felts are now largely used as entire fitted floor carpets. They wear much better, and are much more effective in every way than the cheaper varieties of carpets, for whereas the latter are very seldom obtainable in really good colourings, the plain felts are to be had in all the best art shades and are most soft and harmonious in effect. They lend themselves admirably to the soft subdued colour schemes now so greatly in vogue, and act as a very effective background to furniture. When felt is used as a floor covering there should always be in addition one or two pretty rugs scattered here and there about the room. Felt is also largely used as a surround for a square carpet, many people preferring it to linoleum owing to the fact that it gives the room an appearance of greater warmth in winter. Oriental rugs show up especially well upon a plain felt carpet. Brussels, Wilton, and Axminster rugs are also very effective. Many a bargain in rugs may be picked up at the annual sales of any large furniture establishment. In many cases the large furnishing firms and carpet manufacturers sell what are known as “traveller’s samples” of carpet. These run at times into lengths of a yard and over. They only require to be finished off with a little gallon, and very pretty and handsome rugs are thus made at the cost of a few shillings. Pieces of the very best Brussels, Axminster, and other well-known makes may be had in this way, and when the buyer is able to make a good selection, she will find that she has a much better rug than it would have been possible for her to procure when buying in the ordinary way.


Carpets wear much longer if an underlay is provided to keep them from direct contact with the floor. Plain grey felt is admirable for the purpose, and serves not only to preserve the carpet, but also to make it softer to the tread. A good underfelt may be had from 1s. to 1s. 4½d. per yard running from 46 to 54 inches in width. Brown paper also makes a very good underlay, and may be purchased for 2d. a yard. What is known as felt paper is also suitable and costs 3d. per yard. A species of coarse canvas is also used for putting under carpet and may be purchased for 4½d. a yard.


Art square carpets as a rule do not require fastening to the floor, as the heavy furniture of a room would keep them in place. Heavy rich pile carpets, however, require to be fastened here and there. The most handy fastening for a square carpet consists of a patent brass nail which fixes into a groove of the same metal. The groove is screwed into the floor, a hole being drilled into the latter to receive it. The carpet can thus be lifted when necessary with very Patent little trouble, the nails coming easily out of the grooves when it is pulled gently upwards (see illustration).




[image: illustration]




Patent Carpet Nail.








Measuring Rooms for Carpets.—Most carpet manufacturers send representatives to take the measurements of their customers’ rooms for carpets, but long distances and various other circumstances sometimes make it impossible for them to do so. The diagram here given shows how a room should be measured for carpet and surround. When ordering carpets a similar plan should be sent showing position of windows, doors, and fire-place, and giving the measurements in feet and inches. The dimensions should be accurately taken, though the plan need not be drawn to scale; carpets of any kind can be made up from such a drawing.
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Plan showing Method of Measuring Room for Carpet.








Different Kinds of Carpets.—For good wear, artistic colouring, and handsome appearance generally the various oriental carpets are unequalled. They are hand-made and the design and colouring are so skilfully interwoven that they will be found to tone well with almost any colour scheme. Skill in designing is almost a tradition with the peasants of the East, for the various designs are handed down from father to son, and are woven from memory, the keen eye for designing and colouring being thus an hereditary gift.


The carpets are sold in the eastern bazaars. Most large carpet-dealers in Europe have agents in the various well-known centres of the carpet industry who are entrusted with the purchase of carpets on behalf of their firm. Turkey carpets are very rich and handsome in appearance. They are favourite carpets for the dining-room, library, or study. The Anatolian Turkey carpets are particularly noted for their delicate colourings, especially in the lighter shades suitable for drawing-room carpets. Persian carpets have a particularly varied range of colouring from the handsome rich tints suitable for dining-room and study, to the soft delicate tints for drawing-room use. They are also durable, being very close in texture. Indian carpets are lower in quality and consequently less expensive than most other oriental carpets. The patterns are worked on various light grounds for drawing-room wear and also darker grounds suitable for dining-room and library. The cheapest varieties should not be chosen as they do not wear well. The better qualities are, however, very satisfactory, as the pile of these is close and deep and the colouring light and harmonious.


Brussels Carpets seem to retain a perennial hold upon the public favour. They make very beautiful and durable floor coverings, but a fair price should always be paid for them. Increase of competition in the carpet trade has induced many manufacturers to place very cheap carpets upon the market, advertising them as “Best Brussels” and quoting very low prices for them. It is impossible to obtain a good “Brussels” at a low price; 4s. 9d. a yard represents a good average figure for best Brussels carpets, and as a general rule not less than 3s. 9d. a yard should be paid if a really good quality carpet is desired. The pattern of a Brussels carpet always shows through on the wrong side. The carpets are made by weaving thread through a canvas over wires, the latter being withdrawn after the carpet is woven, leaving the loops which form the pile of the carpet. A good quality Brussels carpet can always be judged by the length of the loops or pile. These carpets may be bought by the yard or in seamless woven squares.


Axminster.—The real hand-made Axminster carpets make luxurious and therefore costly floor coverings. They take their name from the town of Axminster in Devonshire where they were first made. They have a rich deep pile and are woven in the most beautiful designs and colourings. More within the reach of the average purse are the machine-made Axminster Pile Carpets. These are to be had in many qualities and in a great variety of colourings—in light tones suitable for drawing-room use, and in the deeper colourings suitable for dining-room and library, and may be purchased for from 4s. 6d. per yard. The patent Axminster and the Crompton Axminster are the best of the machine-made varieties.


Wilton Carpets.—The Wilton carpets are noted for their soft appearance and plush-like surface. They are closer in texture, though shorter in pile than the Axminster carpets. They are made in a very similar manner to Brussels carpets with the exception that the wires are not taken away until the loops are cut. They are made in a variety of designs and colourings, the design in self colours being especially beautiful. Wilton carpets may be purchased by the yard or in seamless woven squares.


Kidderminster Carpets.—These are reversible carpets without pile. They are mostly suitable for bedrooms. It is never advisable, however, to use them as fitted carpets, as the dirt gets very quickly through the carpet to the floor, remaining there in thick layers if the carpet is not frequently lifted. Kidderminster squares, with linoleum surrounds, are the best to use.


Seamless Kidderminster squares are now sold under a great many different names, each manufacturer having his own name for his special make of carpet. The carpets known as “Roman Squares” are well-known varieties of the Kidderminsters, as also are the Cheviot and Shetland squares.


Tapestry Carpets are not unlike Brussels in appearance, but the pattern does not show through on the wrong side. They are inexpensive, and may be had in many pretty designs, but are not suitable for hard wear.


Velvet Pile Carpets.—Many varieties of velvet pile carpets are manufactured in imitation of Wilton carpets. They are inexpensive, but unsuitable for hard wear.


Stair Carpets.—Stair carpets require to be very carefully laid over underfelt or stair-pads. A sufficient quantity should be bought to ensure an extra half yard for each flight of stairs. This will allow for a periodical shifting of the carpets at the treads about four times a year so that the wear is evenly distributed, the extra half yard being always kept neatly folded under the last tread of each flight or under the carpet on the landing. The carpets will be found to wear much longer if this simple precaution is taken.


It is always advisable if a saving can be effected elsewhere to spend a little more money on stair carpets and to have them of as good a quality as possible. They are subjected to an enormous amount of wear and tear, and the very cheap kinds will soon become shabby looking. Good pile carpets are the best for wear, Brussels, Wilton, and Axminster stair carpets being very effective. Tapestry carpets are also suitable and may be had at moderate prices.


Plain felt in one of the art shades makes a very effective and economical stair covering especially suitable for a house furnished in soft subdued tones.


Those to whom an inexpensive carpet is a sine quâ non cannot do better than try the cord stair carpets sold by the Abingdon Carpet Co., of Thames Wharf, Abingdon, which are both cheap and durable.


Stair Rods for keeping the carpet in place on each tread are indispensable to the staircase equipment. They are usually of brass and fit into specially made eyelets. The thin round rods are the least expensive; the price varies with the degree of their thickness. The flat sexagonal brass rods are the most handsome, and add not a little to the appearance of a well-carpeted staircase.
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Stair Rod and Eyelets.








LINOLEUMS


The inlaid linoleums are the best, as their colourings and designs are so worked into the materials that they cannot wear off or be obliterated. One of the best of the inlaid linoleums is that known as “Greenwich Linoleum.” “Duroleum” is also very good and durable.


The entire hall can be covered to advantage with Greenwich linoleum or duroleum. The pattern should be very judiciously selected. Needless to say, floral patterns are quite out of place, the most suitable being the simple geometrical patterns in imitation of tiles or parquetry. Linoleum requires to be very carefully laid and should be pasted to the floor with the edges of each breadth fastened by a few headless brads.


In many houses linoleum is largely used instead of carpets in all the bedrooms. It is certainly the most hygienic floor covering for a bedroom, as it does not accumulate dust and can be easily swept and washed, and it is at the same time the least expensive. In bedrooms carpeted with linoleum rugs are usually placed at either side of the bed and in front of the toilet table. Twelve square yards will be required to carpet a room 12 feet by 9 feet. The outlay will therefore be most moderate, and to those with inelastic purses this is a very important consideration.


Linoleum is also a suitable floor covering for bath-rooms and nurseries. Cork carpet is also largely used for these rooms. It has the advantage of being noiseless to the tread, and in the opinion of many has a warmer appearance than linoleum. It may be had at 2s. 2d. per yard, the shades in dark green and dark blue being particularly effective.


CURTAINS AND BLINDS


The decorative effect of a room can be made or marred by the selection of its curtains in regard to material, colour, and suitability to the various rooms in which they are placed.


In dining-room and library, for instance, there should always be curtains of tapestry, chenille, velvet, serge, or other similar materials. In the drawing-room curtains of dainty materials such as lace or silk and the various art linens are most appropriate, whilst light chintz, cretonne, lace, muslin, and all other light washable curtains are suitable for the bedrooms.




[image: illustration]




Portière Curtains.








The cornice poles from which the curtains are to be hung must also be suitably chosen. These will form an item in the general cost of window decoration which should not be overlooked. Ninepence per foot represents an average price for a brass pole one inch in diameter. For brass poles three inches in diameter 3s. 3d. per foot would represent a fair price. White enamelled cornice poles are suitable for drawing-room and other brightly furnished rooms and are cheaper than the brass ones. Mahogany poles three inches in diameter suitable for dining-room and study may be had for 1s. per foot. For bay windows the prices are higher. Rings to match these poles are sold at prices also varying with their sizes.
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Casement Curtains.








Portière Curtains are often hung over doors, both for decorative purposes and the exclusion of draughts. They should be of materials such as chenille, velvet, silk, or serge, and should be hung by means of rings to a rod across which they can easily be drawn backwards and forwards. Where there are curtain cupboards in the bedrooms, the hangings should always be of cretonne, linen, or other firm washable material substantial enough to keep out the dust.


Casement Curtains, are now largely used instead of the ordinary roller blind, so casement blinds would be the more correct name to give them. They present a very pretty and decorative appearance and look best with casement windows, but can also be used with sash windows. In the latter case there must always be separate blinds for both upper and lower sash. The casement curtains (or blinds) only reach to the window sills, and the ordinary side curtains are used with them. Cretonne, chintz, casement cloths, silk and Bolton sheeting are the best materials for these blinds. The selection of both material and colour will of course depend upon the decoration and upholstery of the room in which they are used.


Arrangement of Curtains.—Much may be done to improve an ugly-looking window by the manner in which the curtains are arranged. A very narrow straight window may be made to look wider by extending the cornice pole a few inches beyond the window on each side. From this the curtains should hang straight without being looped up in any way. When two or three very narrow little windows come close to each other a top valance can be made to include them as one wide window. From either side should hang curtains of the same material as the valance, whilst lace casement curtains hung over the divisions of the other windows would serve to complete the one window illusion, giving a pretty casement effect to the whole. The casement window lends itself more readily than any other to decorative treatment. Special fabrics are sold by all furniture dealers for this favourite type of window. In this connection it is interesting to note the great revival in old-fashioned fabrics including the actual repetition of the patterns of the quaint chintzes and printed linens which were in vogue during the seventeenth and eighteenth centuries.


The alcoved casement window is always the most effective. Pretty casement curtains in two tiers can adorn the windows, whilst the broad recess may be occupied by a quaint old-world window-seat of the same material as the curtains and valance by which the alcove is enclosed.


Blinds.—Venetian blinds, if of good quality, are always suitable and useful as the laths can be easily cleaned. Their use has to a great extent been superseded however by the more ornamental linen or holland blinds trimmed with lace edging and insertion and working on spring rollers. Very good quality blinds may be had for eight or nine shillings each, the cost of the roller depending upon the particular patent used. Inexpensive linen blinds suitable for bedrooms may be had for about four shillings. With most firms the prices quoted for the blinds include both the measuring and fitting. Blind materials are also sold by the yard for people who prefer to make and fix their blinds themselves. Furniture firms usually send pattern books of these materials when applied for, giving the price per yard and also the price of the whole blinds including making and fixing.


Mantelpiece Decoration.—The decoration of the mantelpiece and its surroundings must conform with the general decorative scheme of the room. Period furnishing requires that the chimney-piece decoration should have a special treatment, and its decoration should therefore be placed in the hands of the firm which is supplying the rest of the furniture.


The ugly gilt-edged mirror which formed the conventional chimney-piece decoration of the time of our grandmothers is now mercifully buried in oblivion. Artistic wooden chimney-pieces and overmantles combined now form part of the decorative equipment of most tastefully furnished houses. These are constructed of mahogany and oak or in other dark woodwork for dining-room and library, and in wood painted white for drawing-room and morning-room. The mantelpieces of bedrooms do not require the elaborate treatment given to those of the reception rooms. Either a picture or a small overmantle may be placed over the chimney-piece of the latter, and where the woodwork is carried up over the mantelpiece it is only carried up to a very small height.
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Illustration showing Artistic Chimney-piece and Club Curb.








Where there are no fitted overmantles in connection with the chimney-pieces of the reception rooms the latter must be bought separately. Very pretty overmantles may be purchased in oak, walnut, mahogany, and wood painted white.


Mantelpiece drapery is seldom seen now, but at times it is absolutely necessary to hide an ugly chimney-piece. In these circumstances the material used should be as light and graceful in appearance as possible. Pretty liberty silks and satins in the delicate art shades make most effective draperies.


Tiled hearths and marble fenders are much favoured in present-day house decoration. Brass and steel fenders should always be kept well polished. A very ornamental type of fender is that known as the “Club Curb.” This consists of plain brass or iron rails which reach at times to a height of two feet and which are surmounted by an upholstered seat, usually of morocco. Sometimes the upholstery goes all round the top of the curb, but more usually the seats are only at the sides and corners. A pair of fire-dogs and the necessary fire-irons, i.e. shovel, poker, and tongs, should form part of the equipment of the fire-place. Very useful for morning-room, study, and bedrooms are the little combination set of fire-irons now sold, which fit on to a specially constructed stand. These are inexpensive to buy and look very well. As the stand is of a good height the fire-irons can easily be taken from it without having to stoop as in the case of the ordinary fire-dogs.
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Fire-Irons.








FURNISHING THE VARIOUS ROOMS


The Drawing-Room.—This is essentially the domain of the house mistress, and it is stamped as it were with her own individuality. The woman of refinement and taste makes her personality felt not only in the general furniture scheme of the room, but in the many dainty little finishing touches without which there always seems to be something lacking in even the best furnished drawing-rooms. This something is invariably absent from the drawing-room of the wealthy uncultured woman, who, though she may have had the good sense to give carte blanche to a reliable furniture dealer in regard to the choice of furniture, yet fails utterly in imparting that atmosphere of refinement conveyed by the subtle touch in the arrangement of details which is always characteristic of the drawing-room of the gentlewoman, however poorly furnished it may be.


All stiffness and awkwardness of arrangement in drawing-room furniture should be avoided. There should be an air of daintiness and grace and at the same time of cosiness about the room. The drawing-room of to-day is not a room for show but a room for use. It is no longer thrown open on strictly state occasions, nor are children nowadays trained to look upon it as a sort of Bluebeard’s chamber only to be entered upon occasions when both Sunday frocks and Sunday manners must be donned and the maxim “Little children may be seen, but not heard,” most rigorously observed. There are still some middle-class people who keep their drawing-room as a show-room, only using it on “At Home” days and for other similar functions; but such rooms always wear an air of stiffness and lack of comfort which is often reflected in the manner of the house mistress upon the rare occasions when she is called upon to sit in it in state to do honour to her guests.


Pretty occasional tables and daintily upholstered tapestry settees, one or two cosy tapestry easy-chairs, a tea-table, a drawing-room cabinet, an escritoire, and a piano should be present in every well-furnished drawing-room, to say nothing of such ornamental accessories as tapestry screens, flower-pots on stands, and the innumerable trifles which go to complete the furnishing of a really cosy room. Needless to say, heavy furniture of all kinds should be banished; everything in the room should be as dainty and artistic as possible.


Inlaid mahogany and rosewood are largely used in the construction of present-day drawing-room furniture. There is much that is French in the modern style, which is of graceful and refined design. Furniture manufacturers seem to have taken as their groundwork some of the best characteristics of the old world styles, evolving from them a style particularly suitable for present-day needs. Drawing-room chairs are of a dainty spindle-legged design, the pretty little corner chair being especially typical of present-day drawing-room suites. Tables are small, light, and graceful. The needs of the slender purse are particularly well catered for by the modern furniture dealer. People of average means are no longer compelled to furnish their drawing-rooms with all sorts of odds and ends, and chairs which quarrel with each other in both colour and design are now seldom seen in even the most poorly furnished rooms, as complete furniture suites in inlaid mahogany or satinwood can be purchased for quite a moderate sum. The less expensive suites do not contain so many pieces as the more expensive kinds; sometimes only a settee, two small chairs, two corner chairs, and a round table are provided. In these circumstances the furnishing scheme must be completed by purchasing by degrees one or two upholstered arm-chairs, and, if possible, a small sum should be expended upon one or two dainty little occasional tables to match the rest of the suite. A cabinet and an escritoire might also be added as soon as the purse allows. The settees provided with drawing-room suites are always of the same spindle-legged pattern as the chairs, and an added air of cosiness will therefore be imparted by the addition of a pretty drawing-room Chesterfield or some other similar type of softly upholstered settee or couch. A jardinière to match the furniture will also be effective; and where a brass standard lamp with a soft delicately coloured silk shade, may be had, the effect of the pretty subdued light it gives at night is very pleasing. A little “tea companion,” upon which plates of cake and bread and butter may be handed round at afternoon tea, is a piece of furniture the usefulness of which must be by no means overlooked. A tasteful fire-screen, preferably one draped in delicate silk, liberty style, should be placed before the grate. The clock should be in keeping with the general daintiness of the room. Very pretty designs may be had in the refined Sheraton and Chippendale styles for quite a moderate outlay. An art tapestry screen in a framework of mahogany or any other wood of which the furniture may be composed may also be added with effect. The drawing-room is essentially a room to which little extras may be added by degrees, but—and this is very important—the additions must always be in keeping with the general furniture scheme.
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Corner Chair.
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Occasional Table..








The larger the room the more advantageously can the daintiness of drawing-room furniture be displayed. It is a mistake, however, to crowd too much furniture into a small room, not only from the point of view of space, but owing to the fact that its effect will be completely lost and the room made to look smaller than it is.


A small drawing-room should, if possible, be papered in white. A white satin striped paper with a very narrow floral frieze would be effective. (For Drawing-room Decoration, see p. 15.) Water-colour sketches and delicate engravings are the most suitable pictures for drawing-room walls.


A pretty Indian carpet with a light ground makes a very effective floor covering. Wilton Brussels, and Axminster carpets in the lighter tones are also suitable (see carpets, p. 20). Where a seamless woven square carpet is used in a small room plain Japanese matting will be found to make a very good surround.


Many drawing-rooms are furnished nowadays in reproductions of famous period styles such as Chippendale, Adam, Sheraton, Hepplewhite, Louis XV., or Louis XVI. Needless to say, where such a style is adopted everything must be in keeping. Chairs of one period must not be mixed up with tables of another, and a bureau of still another epoch; wall papers and carpets must also be chosen in accordance with the particular furniture scheme.


Arrangement of Furniture.—A great deal will depend upon the suitable arrangement of the room. The position of a piano, for instance, has spoiled the effect of many otherwise well-arranged drawing-rooms. Very often it is necessary to place an upright piano against the wall through exigencies of space. A more graceful effect, however, is usually obtained by placing it at a convenient angle. Where it is an old and shabby-looking instrument the face of it can be turned towards a corner of the room hidden from all but the pianist, whilst the back can be draped in silk of a delicate art shade. Whenever an upright piano is placed with its back turned away from the wall it should be draped in this manner.


Grand pianos give an air of “finish” to a drawing-room which is achieved by no other means. A pretty silk cover should be kept over the top if photographs or ornaments of any kind are to stand upon it. It is bad taste to have too many ornaments or photographs on a piano, a panel photograph in a very handsome frame and one or two choice ornaments being quite sufficient. It requires a very large room to show a grand piano to advantage. Demi-grands look very well, and the “Baby Grands” are very suitable both for large and moderately sized rooms. Piano-stools are not now inartistic as of yore. The high round piano-stools are things of the past; more attention is now paid to both comfort and appearance in regard to this piece of furniture. The design pictured in our illustration is much in vogue at present.
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Piano-Stool.








Choice of a Piano.—In choosing a piano four important things must be considered, i.e. size, volume of sound, tone, and touch. In connection with the first two the size of the room must be taken into consideration so that both size and volume of sound are in proportion. In regard to tone, where singing is an accomplishment in the family it must be seen that the piano has a good singing tone. The pianist of the family should also try it before it is purchased to see that it is in every way to his (or her) satisfaction in regard to touch. There are many makes of pianos noted for their soft beautiful tones, such as those bearing the names of Rud Ibach, Sohn; Bechstein, Erard, and innumerable others.


Hall, Staircase, and Landings.—Within recent years good taste in hall furniture has decidedly increased. There is a leaning towards the artistic in every way. Instead of the one time conventional combined hat-rack and umbrella-stand we find the quaint, old world monk’s settle and the separate umbrella-stand and neat wall rack for hats and coats. Oak is a very favourite wood for hall furniture. Imposing looking richly carved oak settles with chairs to match are pieces of furniture upon which very large sums of money may be spent, but the needs of the shopper with the slender purse have been by no means overlooked in this connection. Plain artistically designed settles may be had in fumed oak for as small a sum as £1, 1s.; a neat fumed oak umbrella-stand can be purchased for six or seven shillings, whilst high-backed oak chairs may also be had for very moderate prices. Where there is an outer hall or vestibule both hat-rack and umbrella-stand should be placed there. A grandfather’s clock is a very effective piece of hall furniture. It should always occupy a prominent position near the staircase. Mats to be placed outside the various room doors should not be overlooked when furnishing the hall. There should also be a good fibre mat in the vestibule.
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Hat-Rack.








If the hall is a bright one some pictures can be displayed to advantage upon the walls, also any military or hunting trophies (see Hall Decoration, p. 16). Where there is a high white dado crowned with a projecting rail or shelf, one or two good pieces of china might be displayed upon this.
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Umbrella-Stand.








Where the hall is carpeted staircase and landing carpets should match the hall carpet. In high houses, however, the flight of stairs leading to the servants’ room may be covered with oilcloth. If a tenant is fortunate enough to secure a house with a tiled hall, she will be spared the expense of purchasing a floor-covering of any kind, for a few mats will be all that is necessary. One or two pictures may be hung on the walls of the stairway if the light is sufficiently good for them to be properly seen.


Where there are good landings these are capable of tasteful decorative treatment. In houses where there is a large alcoved landing leading from the first flight of stairs to a side wing of the house, the alcove should be prettily draped with curtains. A low-standing book-case enamelled white could be placed upon the side facing the stairs with one or two choice pieces of art pottery displayed upon it. A small table and two chairs could occupy the curtained recess to the left. Those who are the fortunate possessors of some good piece of statuary might display it here to advantage. One or two tall jardinières containing palms would also be effective. Such a landing, if cosily furnished, can easily be used as a smoking lounge. We do not all possess large square landings, however, but even very tiny landings, if of the proper shape, can be gracefully treated by means of hangings and appropriately placed jardinières.
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Monk’s Settle.








There are so very many different types of halls and landings that it is rather difficult to lay down hard and fast rules for their treatment. The ordinary passage hall does not lend itself to much decoration. Very often there is only room for settle, hat-rack, and umbrella-stand. Chairs are really unnecessary where there is a good oak settle, but they should always form part of the hall furniture where there is none.


The Lounge Hall.—This description covers two widely different types of hall. The large square hall of the country mansion, with its carved wood panelling, deep wide staircase, and handsome furniture, need not here be dealt with. Such halls are only possessed as a rule by people with whom money is no object and who can afford to pay for the most expert advice upon the question of furnishing. But there is another type of square hall which is often met with nowadays, i.e. that which forms a characteristic feature of the modern type of bungalow or flat. In the smaller flats where there is only one sitting-room a hall of this kind has to do duty as another sitting-room or lounge. In these circumstances it should be furnished as much like a room as possible. Screens should be used to keep off the draught from the front door, whilst curtains should hang from the doors of the rooms which lead out into the hall. A cork carpet in a shade of art green could be used as a floor-covering, with two or three warm cosy-looking mats scattered over it. Umbrella-stand and hat-rack should be banished away in some hidden corner. Near the fire-place might be placed a glass-fronted cupboard, painted white, in which either dinner or tea-set could be displayed. If space permits there might also be a low white enamelled book-case, upon which one or two pretty vases in Wedgwood blue could stand. Two low chairs and a cushioned settee would complete the “sitting-room” illusion. A bright fire burning in the grate in winter will increase the homely and comfortable appearance of the hall sitting-room. In flats with only one sitting-room such an arrangement will be found not only cosy but convenient. Care must be taken, however, to reduce draughts to a minimum. All doors leading on the hall should be kept closed when it is in use and the portières drawn well over them.


Dining-Room.—Large sums of money are very often spent upon dining-room furniture with very poor results. There is a tradition with most people that the dining-room must be sombre and heavy looking, and in the effort of living up to that tradition they often succeed in turning out a room which is so gloomy in appearance that to spend any amount of time in it is to become hopelessly depressed.


This is a great mistake. The dining-room, it is true, must be furnished in a dignified manner, but cheerfulness must not be banished from it. We have gone past the days of the ponderous Victorian sideboard and hideous horse-hair chairs. All should realise the fact that our dining-rooms may be dignified and at the same time pleasing and artistic.


There was a time when the cost of furnishing the simplest type of dining-room was so great that people of slender means could seldom afford to furnish the room outright, but were forced to purchase the various articles by degrees. Nowadays things have changed—furniture manufacturers supply complete suites at reasonable prices, as a visit to any of their show-rooms can prove, and, what is more, the workmanship is good and the design excellent.


In former times the design of cheap furniture was seldom good, hence the public belief in the “cheap and nasty” theory which is still so widely spread. It is true that to obtain really good furniture one must pay a good price, but the fact remains that manufacturers and dealers are studying more and more the needs of those to whom money is an object, recognising that it is not of people with unlimited wealth at their disposal with which to indulge their most extravagant tastes that the major part of the great army of shoppers is composed, but rather of those who have only a certain sum to spend, and who must necessarily keep within its limits.
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Model Dining-Room for small Flat (Maple).
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A Simple Bedroom (Heal & Sons).
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Dinner-Waggon.








First of all, the dining-room must be suitably decorated (see p. 15). A few well-chosen oil-paintings and family portraits (if any) may adorn the walls. Failing these some very good engravings in frames of the same wood as the furniture. A good Turkey carpet is the carpet par excellence for a dining-room, but we cannot all afford to indulge in luxuries of the kind. Let the carpet at any rate be as soft in appearance as possible, with a good pile. Oak, mahogany, and walnut are the principal woods utilised in the manufacture of dining-room furniture. Especially inexpensive, and at the same time good, furniture may be had in what is known as “fumed oak.”


At one time even the cheapest makes of sideboards cost a fair sum, and so very often this article of furniture had to be banished from the list of many a young couple furnishing on very small means. Nowadays a most artistic style of fumed oak sideboard, something akin to a Welsh dresser in appearance, may be obtained for an outlay of only a few pounds. This type of sideboard is very effective in dining-room decoration. It is a type also which is very fashionable at the present time. One or two pieces of china should always be displayed on the shelves, Dutch fashion. Blue or blue and white china looks prettiest with oak. Of the expensive sideboards in the old Dutch styles richness of carving is the chief characteristic. In most of these glass in any shape or form is conspicuous by its absence.


A dining-room can be well furnished at a cost of between £18 and £20, the furniture including an inexpensive fumed oak dresser of the kind described, some high-backed fumed oak chairs neatly upholstered in green leather, a good oak dining-table, a dinner-waggon, or butler’s tray, an easy-chair, a small writing-table, and the necessary equipment in the way of cloth table-cover, curtains, cornice pole, fender, fire-irons, coal-scuttle, carpet and surround hearthrug. Where strict economy has to be practised the easy-chair and the writing-table may be omitted. Very inexpensive black iron coal-scuttles, gipsy pattern, may be purchased for a few shillings, and can be made to do duty where a better kind cannot be afforded. A pretty cloth or art serge table-cover can be made at home for a very small outlay, and casement curtains may also be made for a trifling cost by the clever home worker. (See Furnishing Lists, p. 36.)


Morning and Breakfast-Room.—These two titles are bracketed together because in the generality of houses, where there are but three or four reception rooms at most, the terms “morning-room” and “breakfast-room” are synonymous. The “breakfast” or “morning” room may be taken to indicate the most generally useful room in the house. It is writing-room, sewing-room, and school-room in turn. Many a morning is spent in this room by the busy house mistress in writing letters, going over accounts, and attending to innumerable small household details. It is also often the room where the elder children, emancipated from the nursery, prepare their lessons, and partake of that ever favourite meal of childhood—the five o’clock tea.


The furniture for the morning-room or breakfast-room must therefore be chosen with due regard to the uses to which it will be put. As meals are to be served in this room a sideboard will be necessary. This can be much smaller and of lighter design than that of the dining-room. Then there must be a table—a fair-sized round gate-leg table of fumed oak would be useful and at the same time inexpensive, as a good one may be purchased for about £3. Fumed oak chairs with rush seats may be purchased for from 12s. each. In addition, there should be a large lounge easy-chair or two small tapestry arm-chairs, a small writing-table for the special use of the house mistress, and a book-case or some book-shelves for the children’s school books.
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Gate-legged Table.








Where there are no children, the morning-room will be probably utilised as her own special room by the mistress of the house. In these circumstances she will be able to give full scope to her taste for dainty and graceful effects. Chairs may be upholstered in tapestry, pretty engravings can be hung upon the walls, and, apart from the sideboard, which is a necessity in a breakfast-room, the whole scheme of furnishing may be such that it might be aptly termed a “boudoir.”


There are many possibilities in the furnishing of a morning-room, possibilities which must always, however, be guided by individual circumstances.


The Library.—There should be an air of restfulness about the library, conducive to reading and study. A flat leather top desk with drawers on either side should be placed in a good light. The writing equipment should be complete in every way—inkstand, pen-rest, blotter and letter weight, a stand for note-paper and envelopes and telegram forms and postcards should all be there and should be kept neat and tidy. To go with this desk there should be a low desk-chair—the round leather upholstered revolving-chair is the most comfortable type. A very large arm-chair in which the master of the house can lounge at ease while reading one of his favourite works is also a necessity in the well-furnished library. Near this chair should be one of the ever-handy revolving book-cases from which the reader may select a volume at will. A large stationary book-case will also be necessary. This should be with adjustable shelves in order that books of all sizes can be placed upon it. A very good sectional extending book-case may be purchased for a little over £3. One or two high-backed chairs should also be in the room, and a good hassock footstool should be placed near the easy-chair.
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Flat Library Desk








In houses where there is little money to spend upon book-cases and other similar articles of furniture, much may be done by the home worker towards its equipment. With a little knowledge of carpentering inexpensive shelves can be made and fitted round the walls. These should always have some sort of border, not only as a finish but to keep off the dust. It may be often found advantageous to purchase the writing-table from one of the large office-furnishing firms, as very often these firms have second-hand goods which they are willing to sell at quite a moderate sum. Desk-chairs may often also be purchased in this way. A little smokers’ cabinet should also find a place upon the wall.
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