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In "Astronomy for Young Folks," Isabel Martin Lewis crafts a captivating and accessible introduction to the wonders of the cosmos, tailored specifically for a youthful audience. Through vivid descriptions and engaging narrative techniques, Lewis combines clear scientific explanations with enchanting storytelling to demystify complex astronomical concepts. The book features a variety of illustrations that evoke curiosity and supplement the text, situating it firmly within the nineteenth-century tradition of educational literature aimed at children, while also reflecting the era's burgeoning interest in science and exploration. Isabel Martin Lewis, a notable figure in the field of science education, devoted her career to making astronomy approachable for younger generations. Her own fascination with the stars, combined with her robust background in teaching, inspires readers to look beyond their immediate surroundings. Given the period's burgeoning advancements in astronomy and the publication of numerous popular science works, she saw an imperative to ignite the imaginations of young mindsets, empowering them to explore their world. "Astronomy for Young Folks" is highly recommended for educators, parents, and any young reader with a spark of curiosity about the universe. Lewis's engaging prose and relatable approach foster a love for science, making it a vital addition to any child's bookshelf and an essential tool for instilling lifelong learning. In this enriched edition, we have carefully created added value for your reading experience: - Hand‐picked Memorable Quotes shine a spotlight on moments of literary brilliance. - Interactive footnotes clarify unusual references, historical allusions, and archaic phrases for an effortless, more informed read.
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The "BEATRIX POTTER Ultimate Collection" is a comprehensive anthology that presents twenty-two enchanting children's stories, each illustrated with Potter's intricate, original artwork. This collection showcases her whimsical narratives, filled with a blend of anthropomorphic animal characters and pastoral settings, reflecting the early 20th-century British countryside. Potter's literary style combines a simple yet engaging prose, making her tales accessible while also rich in moral lessons and life reflections. The stories, deeply rooted in natural history and ecological awareness, provide both entertainment and education, making them timeless classics in children's literature. Beatrix Potter, an esteemed author and illustrator, was born in 1866 into a well-to-do family in Victorian England. Her upbringing in the Lake District inspired her love for nature, which profoundly influenced her storytelling. A naturalist and an early advocate for conservation, Potter's experiences with animals and her keen observations of their behaviors are beautifully woven into her narratives. Her unique background and artistic inclinations allowed her to craft stories that resonate with both the innocent curiosity of childhood and broader environmental themes. This collection is highly recommended for readers of all ages who wish to immerse themselves in a world of imagination and nature. The exquisite illustrations and delightful tales serve as both a nostalgic reminder of childhood and an invaluable resource for parents seeking to cultivate a love of reading in their children. Potter's stories are not merely entertainments; they are an invitation to experience the beauty of the natural world, making this ultimate collection a must-have addition to any library. In this enriched edition, we have carefully created added value for your reading experience: - A comprehensive Introduction outlines these selected works' unifying features, themes, or stylistic evolutions. - The Author Biography highlights personal milestones and literary influences that shape the entire body of writing. - A Historical Context section situates the works in their broader era—social currents, cultural trends, and key events that underpin their creation. - A concise Synopsis (Selection) offers an accessible overview of the included texts, helping readers navigate plotlines and main ideas without revealing critical twists. - A unified Analysis examines recurring motifs and stylistic hallmarks across the collection, tying the stories together while spotlighting the different work's strengths. - Reflection questions inspire deeper contemplation of the author's overarching message, inviting readers to draw connections among different texts and relate them to modern contexts. - Lastly, our hand‐picked Memorable Quotes distill pivotal lines and turning points, serving as touchstones for the collection's central themes.
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In George MacDonald's enchanting tale, "The Golden Key," readers embark on a whimsical journey that intertwines fantasy and profound philosophical insights. This richly illustrated work employs a lyrical prose style, blending fairy-tale elements with allegorical depth. Set within a magical realm, the narrative follows the characters Mossy and Tangle as they search for a long-elusive key that promises access to a hidden world. MacDonald's intricate storytelling evokes themes of hope, adventure, and the eternal quest for knowledge, underscoring the interplay between reality and imagination in Victorian literature. George MacDonald, a pivotal figure in the realm of children's literature and a precursor to modern fantasy, was influenced by his deep-rooted Christian beliefs and his advocacy for individual imagination. His engagement with themes of redemption and moral integrity often reflects in his works. As a mentor to noted authors like C.S. Lewis and J.R.R. Tolkien, MacDonald's storytelling has left an indelible mark on the genre, shaping narrative techniques that blend the whimsical with the profound. "The Golden Key" is a must-read for anyone enthralled by the transformative power of fairy tales. It invites readers of all ages to explore their own imaginations and confront deeper existential questions. This timeless classic stands as a testament to MacDonald's belief in the magic of storytelling, making it an essential addition to any literary collection. In this enriched edition, we have carefully created added value for your reading experience: - A succinct Introduction situates the work's timeless appeal and themes. - The Synopsis outlines the central plot, highlighting key developments without spoiling critical twists. - A detailed Historical Context immerses you in the era's events and influences that shaped the writing. - A thorough Analysis dissects symbols, motifs, and character arcs to unearth underlying meanings. - Reflection questions prompt you to engage personally with the work's messages, connecting them to modern life. - Hand‐picked Memorable Quotes shine a spotlight on moments of literary brilliance. - Interactive footnotes clarify unusual references, historical allusions, and archaic phrases for an effortless, more informed read.
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In "English Literature for Boys and Girls," H. E. Marshall offers a captivating introduction to classic English literature tailored specifically for younger audiences. The book takes a narrative approach, weaving together engaging stories from renowned literary works while employing a simple yet elegant prose style that is both accessible and enchanting. Set against the backdrop of the early 20th century, Marshall's writing reflects the educational ideals of her time, aiming to inspire a love of reading and appreciation for literary heritage among children. Her selections span various genres and periods, artfully engaging with timeless themes that resonate with young readers, allowing them to grasp the relevance of these classics to their own lives. H. E. Marshall was a notable author and educator passionate about making literature approachable for children. Her own academic journey, rooted in a rich Victorian literary tradition, compels her to distill complex ideas into simple narratives. Her experiences as a teacher informed her desire to cultivate an early appreciation for literature, ensuring that the richness of English literary heritage is not lost to future generations. Marshall's commitment to education underpins this work, making it a significant contribution to children's literature. "English Literature for Boys and Girls" is highly recommended for parents and educators seeking to instill a love of reading in young learners. This text serves as an excellent gateway to classic literature, fostering critical thinking and creativity. Marshall's engaging storytelling and passionate curation will undoubtedly ignite curiosity and inspire future literary exploration among its readers. In this enriched edition, we have carefully created added value for your reading experience: - A succinct Introduction situates the work's timeless appeal and themes. - The Synopsis outlines the central plot, highlighting key developments without spoiling critical twists. - A detailed Historical Context immerses you in the era's events and influences that shaped the writing. - A thorough Analysis dissects symbols, motifs, and character arcs to unearth underlying meanings. - Reflection questions prompt you to engage personally with the work's messages, connecting them to modern life. - Hand‐picked Memorable Quotes shine a spotlight on moments of literary brilliance. - Interactive footnotes clarify unusual references, historical allusions, and archaic phrases for an effortless, more informed read.

Start Reading Now! (Ad)




[image: The cover of the recommended book]


Slavonic Fairy Tales



Naaké, John Theophilus

4064066069575

137

Start Reading Now! (Ad)

In "Slavonic Fairy Tales," John Theophilus Naak√© presents a captivating collection of folk narratives that delve into the rich tapestry of Eastern European folklore. Written in a lyrical style, Naak√©'s compilation not only preserves the enchanting qualities of oral tradition but also offers an insightful analysis of the motifs, themes, and societal values inherent in Slavonic culture. The work reflects the literary context of the late 19th century, a time when folkloric studies gained prominence, lending a scholarly light to the myths and legends that shape national identities and cultural memories. Naak√©, a passionate ethnographer and linguist, was deeply influenced by his travels throughout Eastern Europe, where he immersed himself in local traditions. His dedication to documenting these tales roots him in the burgeoning folkloristic movements of his era, motivated by a desire to safeguard the narratives that were at risk of being lost amid modernization. His meticulous attention to detail and cultural authenticity reflects a profound respect for the narratives' origins and their relevance to contemporary society. "Slavonic Fairy Tales" is a delightful and enlightening read that invites readers to journey through the magical realms of Slavic folklore. This collection not only entertains but also serves as an essential resource for anyone interested in the narratives that shape cultural landscapes. Ideal for scholars, students, and lovers of fairy tales alike, Naak√©'s work offers profound insights and a connection to the timeless wisdom of the past.
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CHAPTER I

HOW TO FIND THE NORTH STAR
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If you want to know something about the stars which will be helpful as well as entertaining, the first thing you should do is to be able to find the North Star.

The North Star is taken as a starting point in the sky for two very good reasons: first, of all the thousands of stars which the eye can see, it moves the least; and second, it is north from any place on the Earth’s surface from which it can be seen.

It must be plain then that this star is the most important one of all to us, for by its friendly light we can easily tell the points of the compass, though we may be lost in an unknown land or shipwrecked on a strange sea. That is, of course, we can easily find the points of the compass if we have first learned how to find the North Star.

How to Make a Star Finder.—To find the North Star for the first time is a very easy matter if the simple directions given below for making and using a star chart, or star finder, are followed.

Get a smooth pine board, about 16 inches wide, 20 inches long and ⅞ inch thick; make two cleats of wood, each of which is 1 inch wide, 12 inches long and ½ inch thick, and screw these to the board near the ends and on the same side, to prevent the board from warping, as shown in Fig. 1. If a drawing board of any size is at hand, it will serve the purpose just as well as a homemade board. 

The next thing to do is to obtain a sheet of cardboard about 12 by 16 inches and cover one side of it with a dull black paint; when the paint is thoroughly dry lay it, black side up, on the smooth side of the board.


[image: ]
Fig. 1.—Starboard Showing Cleats.



From another sheet of white cardboard cut out seven stars, about the size and shape shown in Fig. 2, and cut out another star nearly twice as large, to represent the North Star.

Now place the white stars on the black surface of the cardboard in the positions shown in Fig. 3, using the smaller stars to form the outline of the Big Dipper[1] and the large star for the North Star.


[image: ]
Fig. 2.—Cardboard Star.



When all of the stars have been properly arranged, fasten them to the black cardboard with a bit of glue or mucilage. Push a thumb tack, or a pin, through the center of the large star, which is the North Star, and well into the board, so that the chart, or star map, can be turned round on the board with the North Star as its axis. When this is done your star finder is complete.

Finding the North Star.—All being in readiness, take this chart, or star finder, out-of-doors some evening when the seeing is good and all the stars in the northern sky are shining brightly, and face about north, holding the starboard in front of you, as shown in Fig. 4. 

Usually the direction of north is well known, and yet there are some places where the streets and roads do not run due north and south, and for this reason it is sometimes hard to tell exactly which way is north. In such a place either use a compass to get your bearing, or, if you haven’t a compass, face about as nearly north as you know how.


[image: ]
Fig. 3.—The North Star and Big Dipper on Starboard.

(Position of Big Dipper in Autumn.)



Having looked at your star chart carefully raise your eyes from the board until they are in a line with the northern horizon, that is, the line where the earth and the sky seem to meet. Keep on raising your eyes in a straight line until they reach a group of stars, which is about 40 degrees above the horizon. (See Fig. 98.) The line for sighting the North Star is shown in Fig. 5.

All the stars of this group are very faint except one and this particular star will stand out bright, distinct and alone, for the  other two stars of the same group which can be plainly seen are not very close to it. The star you have found is the North Star, or Pole Star, or to give it its proper name Polaris (pronounced Po-la´-ris).


[image: ]
Fig. 4.—Finding the North Star and the Big Dipper.



To make sure you have not mistaken some other star for the North Star it will be a good idea to prove your find. Search around in the northern sky a little and you will see a group of seven bright stars fixed in the sky just as the cardboard stars are fixed on the black surface of your chart, and which are shown in Figs. 4 and 5.

The Big Dipper.—This group of seven stars is called the Big  Dipper because if a broken line joined all the stars together a very good figure of a big dipper would be formed. A group of stars is called a constellation[2], and this constellation is shown as we see it in Fig. 6, and as the ancient shepherds and sailors pictured it in Fig. 7.


[image: ]
Fig. 5.—Line for Sighting the North Star.



In England this group of stars, or constellation, is sometimes called the Plough, for our friends across the pond see in it the likeness of a plough as well as of a dipper. It is also called the Great Bear the world over after the ancient name given it, but it requires some stretch of the imagination to liken it to that nubbly short-tailed animal.

All these fancy names were given this great group of stars long before the birth of Christ and by these names the constellation is  still familiarly called. Astronomers of the present time also call this constellation the Great Bear, but they say it in Latin and so it becomes Ursa Major, which is a very high toned and scholastic sounding word. But the Big Dipper is a name that is good enough for all ordinary purposes and so we’ll use it.


[image: ]
Fig. 6.—The Big Dipper As We See It.



The stars forming the Big Dipper stand out so bright and clear in the northern sky that you won’t have the slightest trouble in finding it, especially if you have the star finder at hand to help you.

In using the star finder there is one thing you should keep well in mind and that is that the Big Dipper as we see it turns round the North Star, like the hands of a clock, but in the opposite direction. That is, the Big Dipper, when below the North Star, seems to turn round the North Star from left to right.


[image: ]
Fig. 7.—The Great Bear as the Ancients Saw It.



In a word the North Star forms one end of the axis round which not  only the Big Dipper but the whole starry heavens seem to revolve as though they were fastened to the spokes of a great wheel. This is the way it seems to us. As a matter of fact, though, all the stars are fixed in their positions in the sky, and the reason they seem to revolve round the North Star is because the Earth from which we see the stars turns round instead.


[image: ]
Fig. 8.—The Earth, Pole Star and Dog Star.



 By looking at the drawing shown in Fig. 8, it will be seen that the north pole of our Earth is directly under the North Star,—hence the name Pole Star—and that if we could draw a line through the center of the Earth from the south pole to the north pole and extend the line far enough, or produce it as it is called, it would finally meet the North Star.

Let us take, now, another star, called the Dog Star—its real name is Sirius (pronounced Sir´-i-us)—which is not far from a line with and overhead of the Earth’s equator; suppose we are some place on the earth where we can see both the North Star and the Dog Star at the same time, and keeping in mind that the Earth is turning round on its axis; it must be plain, then, that though both of these stars are fixed in the sky and never change their positions we on the Earth will turn away from the Dog Star until the Earth has turned half way round, but we will not turn away from the North Star.

The eye, however, is easily deceived[1q]; for example, if we are on a moving train nearby objects, such as houses, trees, etc., will seem to be moving in the opposite direction to which we are going while we seem to be standing perfectly still. The illusion is much more complete when we are seeing the stars, for the motion of the Earth as it spins on its axis and shoots round the Sun in its orbit is so steady that we cannot notice it; for this reason it seems as if it is the stars which are moving and that we are standing still.

It is easy to understand now why the Big Dipper, and all the other stars, seem to move in great circles round the North Star as well as why the Big Dipper marked with cardboard stars on your chart may not have the same relative position to the horizon as the Big Dipper of real stars in the northern sky, when you view them together as in Fig. 4.

Not only does the revolution of the Earth on its own axis once in every 24 hours cause the Big Dipper to seem to turn round the North Star, but the yearly journey of the Earth round the Sun makes a change in the position of the Big Dipper as we see it at different seasons of the  year. And what has been said about the Big Dipper is just as true of all the other constellations.

For these reasons we would need an almanac to help us keep track of the exact hour when the Big Dipper would be in a given position for every night in the year. But you can always find the Big Dipper any evening in autumn about nine o’clock, by remembering that it is turned right side up as shown in Figs. 3 and 4. Again, if you look for the Big Dipper in winter at about nine o’clock in the evening you will find it standing on its handle a little to the east as in Fig. 9. In spring about 9 o’clock, it will have moved on round the North Star until it is upside down, as in Fig. 10, while in summer, at 9, it is hung up by its handle high in the sky, as shown in Fig. 11. The four positions of the Big Dipper during the same hours of the different seasons are shown in Fig. 12, which also shows the four positions of the Big Dipper during each 24 hours.


[image: ]
Fig. 9.—The North Star and Big Dipper in Winter.



By turning the chart round on the board counter-clockwise you will soon come to a point where the Big Dipper of paper stars and the Big Dipper of real stars are in exactly the same position.


[image: ]
Fig. 10.—The North Star and Big Dipper in Spring.



You have, no doubt, noticed that a line joins the two end stars of the Big Dipper and the North Star in Figs. 3, 4, 10, and 11. These two end stars of the Big Dipper are called pointer stars, for they point directly to the North Star; that is if we draw a line with the eye through the pointer stars and produce, or continue the line, it will run into the North Star, nearly. 

By using these pointer stars it is easy for any one who knows the Big Dipper to be able to find the North Star on any clear night in the year, for the Big Dipper can be seen the year round.

The seven stars which form the Big Dipper are not the brightest stars in the sky by any means, yet each one is a great white sun as large or larger than our own Sun.


[image: ]
Fig. 11.—The North Star and Big Dipper in Summer.



Now look sharply at the middle star in the handle of the Big Dipper, whose name is Mizar (pronounced Me´-zar), and see if you can make out another little star whose name is Alcor (pronounced Al´-cor) hugging up close to it. The Arabs who named them called these two stars the Horse and its Rider. If you can see this  little star Alcor you will have cause to shake hands with yourself, for if your eyes are good you can see it and if they are only fair to middling you cannot see it. This is one of the famous Arab tests for eyesight.


[image: ]
Fig. 12.—Telling Time by the Big Dipper.



How to Tell Time by the Big Dipper.—We have seen how the Big Dipper seems to turn round the North Star and this being the case we can use the pointer stars for the hour hand of a big star clock.

You must always bear in mind, though, that while the hands of a clock turn from right to left, the Big Dipper swings round from left to right; and there is another thing to be kept in mind and that is while the hour hand of a clock goes twice round in 24 hours, the Big Dipper revolves only once in 24 hours, and for this reason the hand  formed by the pointer stars of the Big Dipper moves only half as fast as the hour hand of a watch or clock.

Each quarter of the circle, then, is equal to 6 hours and by dividing the quarter circles into 6 equal parts you can mark off the hours. The best way to do this at first is to make a large drawing of Fig. 12 on your starboard and compare it with the Big Dipper; then draw an imaginary circle round the North Star in the sky so that it will just clear the last star in the handle of the Big Dipper. With some practice you will be able to tell the time within half an hour or less.

In telling the time by the Big Dipper you must remember that the stars in turning round the north pole run fast an hour every 15 days, and this makes them gain 6 hours in 3 months and so they gain a complete revolution in a year. But every time the Big Dipper makes one complete turn round the North Star, one complete day, as measured by star time, will have passed.

The Pointers of the Big Dipper are in the four positions, shown in the figure, on the following dates at 8 P.M.: May 1, 24th hour; Aug. 1, 6th hour; Nov. 1, 12th hour; Feb. 1, 18th hour. In the same way, on Sept. 1 at 8 P.M. the pointers will be at 8 and they will also be there at 7 P.M. on Sept. 16.
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One of the tests a Boy Scout must pass in order to obtain his badge of merit for starcraft is to be able to name and point out twelve principal constellations, and every boy, whether he is a scout or not, should be able to do the same thing for his own good.

The word constellation is formed from two Latin words, the first being con which means together, and the last being stella which means star, or in plain English, constellation means stars together.

In your efforts to find the North Star you have already learned one of the principal constellations—that of the Big Dipper—and to learn more of them will be even easier and much more fun, for now you have learned the game.

The Constellation of Cassiopeia[3].—To find the constellation of Cassiopeia (pronounced Cas´-i-o-pe´-ah) again make use of your star finder. Remove all the stars from the blackened cardboard and rearrange them so that the North Star is in the center of the board and the Big Dipper is on the left hand side with the two pointer stars in a line with the North Star. On this chart the Big Dipper must be made much smaller than the one described in the first chapter.

Cut out five more stars from white cardboard and place them on the opposite side of the board from the Big Dipper in such a manner that they will form the letter W being careful to fasten the stars to the cardboard so that the letter W stands in the exact position shown in Fig. 13.
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