
 
 
 
 
 



    

    




    [image: The cover of the recommended book]


The Karen Apostle: or, Memoir of Ko Thah-byu



Mason, Francis

4066338092519

101

Start Reading Now! (Ad)

In "The Karen Apostle: or, Memoir of Ko Thah-byu," Francis Mason presents a compelling narrative that intertwines biographical details with a rich account of missionary work among the Karen people of Burma (now Myanmar). The text is marked by its pastoral prose, illuminating both the spiritual journey of Ko Thah-byu and the cultural context in which he operated. Mason employs a blend of historical analysis and personal storytelling to explore the broader themes of faith, identity, and colonization, navigating the complexities of missionary endeavors during the 19th century. The work stands as a testament to the intersection of Western religious aspirations and indigenous cultural resilience, offering depth to the understanding of the Karen people's transformative experience under Christianity. Francis Mason, a noted missionary himself and a significant figure in the early missionary movement in Burma, draws upon his encounters and observations that illuminate the life and impact of Ko Thah-byu. His firsthand experience enhancing the narrative gives readers a rare glimpse into the challenges, triumphs, and moral dilemmas faced by missionaries during a period marked by imperialism and cultural exchange. Mason's engagement with language, religion, and cultural dynamics reflects a keen understanding of the historical landscape of his time. This book is an essential read for those interested in missionary history, anthropology, and the intricacies of cross-cultural encounters. It invites readers to contemplate the nature of faith and its role in shaping communities, making it a valuable addition to the library of anyone seeking insight into the Karen people and the broader implications of religious missions. In this enriched edition, we have carefully created added value for your reading experience: - A succinct Introduction situates the work's timeless appeal and themes. - The Synopsis outlines the central plot, highlighting key developments without spoiling critical twists. - A detailed Historical Context immerses you in the era's events and influences that shaped the writing. - An Author Biography reveals milestones in the author's life, illuminating the personal insights behind the text. - A thorough Analysis dissects symbols, motifs, and character arcs to unearth underlying meanings. - Reflection questions prompt you to engage personally with the work's messages, connecting them to modern life. - Hand‐picked Memorable Quotes shine a spotlight on moments of literary brilliance. - Interactive footnotes clarify unusual references, historical allusions, and archaic phrases for an effortless, more informed read.
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Eric Brighteyes, written by Henry Rider Haggard, is a captivating novel set against the backdrop of Viking Age Iceland, blending elements of adventure, romance, and folklore. Haggard's narrative style, imbued with rich, descriptive language and a meticulous attention to historical detail, immerses readers in the stark beauty and turbulent life of medieval Norse society. The plot unfolds around Eric, a young warrior driven by love and honor, as he navigates treachery and conflict in a landscape where gods and men intertwine, showcasing Haggard's penchant for exploring themes of valor and the human condition within a mythic framework. Haggard, an influential figure in the genre of adventure fiction, drew inspiration from his fascination with ancient cultures and legends, which undoubtedly shaped his world-building in Eric Brighteyes. His affinity for exploration and the exotic, bolstered by his travels through Africa and his engagement with historical narratives, equipped him with the narrative tools necessary to create a vivid and compelling story that resonates with the ethos of a bygone era. This novel is highly recommended for readers interested in historical fiction that merges adventure with deep-seated themes of loyalty and honor. Haggard's work not only provides an exhilarating escape into a vibrant past but also resonates with contemporary concerns about identity and cultural legacy, making it a must-read for both enthusiasts of Viking lore and lovers of timeless storytelling.
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Excellent Women is a curated collection of biographical sketches celebrating the lives, faith, and service of remarkable Christian women. Originally compiled by the Religious Tract Society in London during the late 1800s, this volume offers concise, inspiring portraits of individuals whose lives embodied devotion, social reform, leadership, and spiritual depth. From early chapters about Elizabeth Fry — the Quaker philanthropist and prison reformer — to profiles of Susanna Wesley, Hannah More, Frances Ridley Havergal, Ann Judson, and others, the compilation presents a diversity of characters united by their moral conviction and impact on society. Each biography sketches the subject's upbringing, spiritual journey, challenges faced, and their enduring legacy. The writing is accessible yet dignified, suitable for general readers interested in religious history, women's biographies, Christian witness, or Victorian-era ministry. While not a modern critical biography, Excellent Women serves as an evocative introduction to lives lived with purpose—an encouragement for readers seeking models of faith in action.
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In 'The Man in the Queue,' Josephine Tey introduces readers to a compelling mystery imbued with rich characterization and an exploration of societal norms in early 20th-century England. The narrative unfolds when a man is murdered in a queue outside a theater, thrusting Inspector Alan Grant into a labyrinthine investigation where the public's perceptions and prejudices become critical to solving the crime. Tey's skilled use of dialogue and vivid descriptions paints a lively backdrop, while her innovative plotting invites readers to grapple with themes of justice and morality, establishing this work as a trailblazer in the detective fiction genre. Josephine Tey, a prominent figure in the crime literature sphere, was known for her keen psychological insight and ability to weave historical context into her narratives. Her background as an accomplished playwright undoubtedly contributed to her narrative flair, while her personal experiences with social dynamics would have sharpened her understanding of human behavior. 'The Man in the Queue' showcases her ability to comment on the intricate web of social interactions, revealing the interplay between individual motives and collective assumptions. This novel is recommended for readers who appreciate intricate plots laced with social commentary and character depth. Tey's debut not only engages with suspenseful storytelling but also provides a fascinating lens through which to examine societal constructs of her era. A must-read for mystery aficionados and scholars of literature alike.
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The "BEATRIX POTTER Ultimate Collection" is a comprehensive anthology that presents twenty-two enchanting children's stories, each illustrated with Potter's intricate, original artwork. This collection showcases her whimsical narratives, filled with a blend of anthropomorphic animal characters and pastoral settings, reflecting the early 20th-century British countryside. Potter's literary style combines a simple yet engaging prose, making her tales accessible while also rich in moral lessons and life reflections. The stories, deeply rooted in natural history and ecological awareness, provide both entertainment and education, making them timeless classics in children's literature. Beatrix Potter, an esteemed author and illustrator, was born in 1866 into a well-to-do family in Victorian England. Her upbringing in the Lake District inspired her love for nature, which profoundly influenced her storytelling. A naturalist and an early advocate for conservation, Potter's experiences with animals and her keen observations of their behaviors are beautifully woven into her narratives. Her unique background and artistic inclinations allowed her to craft stories that resonate with both the innocent curiosity of childhood and broader environmental themes. This collection is highly recommended for readers of all ages who wish to immerse themselves in a world of imagination and nature. The exquisite illustrations and delightful tales serve as both a nostalgic reminder of childhood and an invaluable resource for parents seeking to cultivate a love of reading in their children. Potter's stories are not merely entertainments; they are an invitation to experience the beauty of the natural world, making this ultimate collection a must-have addition to any library. In this enriched edition, we have carefully created added value for your reading experience: - A comprehensive Introduction outlines these selected works' unifying features, themes, or stylistic evolutions. - The Author Biography highlights personal milestones and literary influences that shape the entire body of writing. - A Historical Context section situates the works in their broader era—social currents, cultural trends, and key events that underpin their creation. - A concise Synopsis (Selection) offers an accessible overview of the included texts, helping readers navigate plotlines and main ideas without revealing critical twists. - A unified Analysis examines recurring motifs and stylistic hallmarks across the collection, tying the stories together while spotlighting the different work's strengths. - Reflection questions inspire deeper contemplation of the author's overarching message, inviting readers to draw connections among different texts and relate them to modern contexts. - Lastly, our hand‐picked Memorable Quotes distill pivotal lines and turning points, serving as touchstones for the collection's central themes.
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The bar across the window—The Robin—First sin, self-will—Child's
prayer—The Crocuses—No innate ideas of God—Mansel's opinion to the
contrary—Evidence for the existence of a God—Innate reverence for
authority—Exalt the authority of the Bible—Christ blessing little
children—Anecdote of Karens—"Child's Gospel"—Zinzendorf's
childhood—The Moon—Innate love of Nature—Capability of very young
children for knowledge—Wrongs of children—The curse of the bar in the
window


York in the days of Solomon—Historical dissolving views—The
Druids—Altars to Jupiter, Hercules, and Augustus—Temple to
Serapis—Residence of the Roman emperors—Jewish Synagogue—Celtic,
Latin, Anglo-Saxon, Scandinavian, Norman-French and English, spoken
successively in the courts—Multangular tower—St. Leonard's
Hospital—Castle—Massacre of Jews—Minster—Edwin, first Christian
king—Paulinus—Magnificent architecture—God lost in the
ornaments—Laurence Sterne—Grandfather founder of Baptist Church—Father
succeeded him as a preacher—Story of the two poor girls who suddenly
became rich—Grandfather's estate lost through poverty


Truth—Honesty—Bad habits in children result of bad education—Morality
not exclusively Christian—Lacks strength in temptation—Christianity
with Christ left out—Astrology—Boy and mirror—Fortune-telling by
cards—Witchcraft—The witch that outwitted the devil—Faith in ghosts
not dead—A haunted house in St. Louis—People not naturally
superstitious—Educated into superstition


Mental faculties obtuse from the lack of use—The man goes down to the
brute, not the brute up to the man—The working man's school sixty years
ago—A disagreeable teacher making knowledge hateful—Programme of
studies—Just enough to keep the poor from stealing the rabbits of the
rich—Occult science of grammar—Man's emotional nature dormant—Needs to
be educated into life—Heard 1,500 sermons, 3,000 prayers and 4,500 hymns
without profit—Sufferings of little children under long
sermons—Vapidness of English Sunday-schools


Desire to become a man—Makes so many newsboys and shoeblacks—Shared
mother's cares—Father's literary pursuits—Saturday night's
shopping—Never knew the careless days of boyhood—Errand boy for a kind
master—Novel-reading wife—Objection to apprenticeship—American
boy—Became a shoemaker—A printer half a century afterwards—Ought not
to be confined to one trade—Yankee shoemaker who made brooms


Victims of a strike—"The Wolds"—Beverley—Hull—Humber, the Mississippi
of England—Brutality of the lowest stratum of working men—Need temporal
as well as spiritual aid—Approachable to men of their own class—Deacon
Tilden a lay preacher—More lay preachers needed—Ko Thabyu very ignorant
but very effective—Anecdote of a well written letter—Kind of preaching
preferred by ignorant congregations


Measuring the distances of the heavenly bodies, a myth to the
multitude—How I fell in love with "Trigonometry"—Introduction to
night-school—Read "Euclid" like a novel—The professor who stumbled over
"Legendre"—Worked by day and studied into the small hours of the
night—How I solved a hard Diophantine problem—The difference between a
learned man and a dunce—Let the rich provide night-schools for hard
working youth


Parliamentary Reform the grand panacea—Bribery at English elections—A
million of dollars at a single election—None but the rich can get into
Parliament—Father's fireside a Reform meeting—Always ready—Published a
political poem—At Leeds a popular public speaker—"Times" reporter heard
him "with wonder and astonishment"—Chairman at Otley Reform
Meeting—Specimen of his address


Reform needed for working men is society reform—More time for the
cultivation of the mind—More leisure for mothers to teach their
children—Let mothers preach in the nursery—The school-mistress at
home—Vicious classes—Improvident classes—Worthy poor—A favorite
author sold for waste paper to supply a breakfast—The heathen in Burmah
more comfortable than the poor in England—A new society
required—Tenements of working men—Theatres of daily tragedies—Incident
of father, mother and dying child—Incident of father, mother and child
dying in succession—Servant-girls degraded in England—Should not be
ashamed but glory in their work—Should bring out a periodical devoted to
economics


Dr. Cumming and the United States in prophecy—The working man's
country—Quotation from Motley—English lands possessed by the soldiers
of William the Conqueror—Comparison of wages in England and
America—England owed my father $3,500—Obstructiveness of officials in
Hull—Difficulty of the "Pilgrim Fathers" to get from Hull to
Holland—Long passage to America—Captain out of his reckonings—Fine
scenery of Delaware Bay—William Penn—Anecdote of passenger who kissed
the earth—Philadelphia—American towns unpoetical—Banks of the
Schuylkill—Franklin's biography


Advantages of traveling on foot—The walk across Pennsylvania—No poetry
in railway traveling—No river in England so picturesque as the
Susquehanna—No mountains like the Alleghanies—Wagons attacked for
black-mail—Field of Braddock's defeat where Washington won his first
laurels—Pittsburg with seven thousand inhabitants—Descent of the Ohio
in an ark—A reliable book on the discoveries in Indian mounds a
desideratum—Cincinnati a picturesque city seen from Kentucky—Remains of
an Indian fortified town—Dr. Drake's lectures and museum—Efforts to
improve the minds of the masses—None to correct social evils—Temperance
society would have been patronized—Drank no intoxicating drinks till
twenty years of age—Tried experiments on myself—Could do more work
without than with them—Drinking the most formidable of our social
evils—Conscience of drunkards, whole moral sense of the world against
it—An acquired habit, no natural appetite to be overcome—Remove the
temptation and the tempters—Reduce the profits of dealers—Burmese a
sober people—Finest physical forms in the East—Examples of
Christians—Student at Newton—Moderate drinking—Actor in St. Louis—The
intemperate major, how he became sober—The insane Quaker who used
tobacco—Example of ladies in Indiana—The "Can of Tobacco"


Still among foreigners—The ale-house emigrant—Foreigners should
naturalize themselves by mixing in American society—Dangers to the
United States from foreigners, negroes and Chinamen—Fever and
ague—Examples of the foolish and the wise course of emigrants


Strike in Cincinnati—Adventure with a skiff—The American
farmer—Americans see a little too far—Vevay and
vineyards—Louisville—First love—Story of the man that was jilted


General Jackson like a Mississippi boatman—His censure of the
Kentuckians—Popular in Missouri—His "spoils of office" doctrine—Monroe
like an old English gentleman—The Latin address—"The Monroe Doctrine"
should be appended to Declaration of Independence—President Harrison
like a farmer—Porter Clay became a Baptist minister—Kentucky
camp-meeting—Young lady "struck down"—The man that fell from grace—The
Karen who was "struck down"—Baptized, ordained, apostatized


Vincennes—"Palmyra" in the desert—Prairies—St. Louis with five
thousand inhabitants—Inefficient indigenous French—Dancing their
forte—The American with a French wife—Election of the first mayor in
St. Louis—A contest between the Protestants and Roman Catholics—John M.
Peck and his "hard-shell" deacon—His mistake—Could not finish his large
meeting-house with his small church, and it was turned into a
hotel—Methodists come, build a small meeting-house and a large
church—The man that understood Hebrew—Militia training a
farce—Anecdote of the Virginian captain who would not obey a Yankee
colonel—Duels—The journeyman shoemaker who became a
brigadier-general—Attorney-General Bates—Abolition of dueling


The largest Indian mound leveled to the ground—"American Bottom" and the
speechless monks of La Trappe—First Legislature in Missouri—The Indian
a sot—Indian eloquence—An Indian Ossian—Wrongs of the Indians—Must
consent to be civilized or move on—Daniel Boone and his family—An
upright Indian Agent


Power of one idea—Wilberforce—Negro carried off at Cincinnati—Northern
slaveholders—The blacksmith—Brutal treatment of slaves—The Frenchman
beaten by his slave—Sheriff of St. Louis killed by a slave—Slave hunted
and tortured to death—Anecdotes of slaveholders—Care taken of negro
children—Letter to Mr. Tappan


Punishment follows sin, an immutable law—Killing no murder—Killing for
political purposes—Barton—Irish Roman Catholics—Upper
Alton—Insignificant awards of courts—Versailles—The "ring-tailed
painter"—Carrying arms deprecated—"Poor whites" nearer the negro than
the negro's master—Good manners a power in society—Example


Herculaneum and St. Genevieve, old French towns—Cairo, a swamp with a
classic name—New Madrid and the earthquake—Mouth of the Arkansas and
two duelists—Natchez and the story of their wrongs—Baton Rouge first
high land above the mouth of the Mississippi—The crevasse—The
negro-driver and his gang—New Orleans not an American city—Remarkable
for its clean drains—Roman Catholic cathedral—"Congo Ground"—Gambling
house—Evil end of gamblers—The battle-field—Incidents in the life of
Colonel Rennie—Present state of the battle-field


"The Divinity within us"—The theatre an unmixed evil—Puppets and
punch—Lafayette—Signers of Declaration of Independence—Said: "Let
there be a working man's country"—And there was a working man's
country—The rebellion—Support for the widows and orphans—Bunker
Hill—The Bay State, the land of my choice—Randolph—Mr.
Putnam—Personal conversation—Impersonal preaching


Contrarieties in marriage—Education not completed till after
marriage—Influence of the wife—Karen proverb—A New England
Courtship—Milton—Massing many workmen together a great evil—Men and
women working together a moral benefit—Factory near London—"Press
Dinner" in New York—The evil of theological discussions—History of the
Emperor Akbar's infidelity—Why the daughters of a Baptist Minister
became Roman Catholics


Butler's Analogy—Prayer to Christ—Conversion—Rich in Christian
friends—Conversion necessary to fully develop the man—Love the test of
church membership—Made a close-communion Baptist by logic—Greek studies
and Mr. Adlam—Hebrew studies—Greek classics and Mr. Huntoon—The
Unitarian minister who believed in the necessity of a change of heart


Inducements to settle in Canton—Opportunity to become a
land-surveyor—Tempting offer to study medicine—Unwillingness to become
a minister—The Canton church—Licensed by the church—Newton—Go through
the whole Greek Testament with the professors, a rare
advantage—Professor Ripley's notes


Appointed missionary to Burmah—Ordained, married, sail for
Calcutta—Unkind treatment on board ship—The supercargo—Sailors the
worst used of all men—Punishment of the sailor who broke a pane of
glass—Power of forgiveness an unknown power on shipboard—The captain
who left an offending sailor in a French prison—Moral condition of the
forecastle—Men brought on board intoxicated—Ignorant of
seamanship—Condition of sailors must be ameliorated at whatever cost


Mouths of the Ganges and the Mississippi—Sunderbunds formerly with
populous cities, now abandoned to the tigers—How the change was produced
a mystery—Hoogly, "Bulrush River"—Danger of being thrown overboard by
Hindu boatmen—Mr. and Mrs. Pearce—Captain of pilot brig and Bishop
Heber—"Garden Reach"—Esplanade—Black Town the reverse side of "City of
Palaces;" a city of abominations—Mr. Robinson and Lord Dalhousie—Mr.
Hough and his grandson, one of the rulers of British Burmah—Native
hack—Serampore—Dr. Marshman's Chinese Grammar—Dr. Carey and his Forty
Versions—Monthly Missionary Conference—Dr. Duff and English
teaching—Mr. Lang and the vernaculars—Substantial advantages of
preaching to custom-house officers


Maulmain and the picturesque country—No singing at native
worship—Burmese invocation—Singing introduced—Hymn-book compiled


Tavoy and its fifty villages—Tracts distributed in every house—Baptism
of Burmans—Moung Bwah, revenue officer in Prome—Remarkable conversion
of his brother-in-law—Vitality of seeds—Head native judicial officer,
his enmity to Christianity—His fall—The rewards of
faithfulness—English worship established in Tavoy—Europeans
baptized—First missionary society east of the Ganges—Europeans married
to Burmese wives—State of morality in British Burmah at different
dates—Statement of "Friend of India"


Hindu affinities—Burmese affinities—Their pyramidal heads—Allied to
Tibetans—Burmese civilization—Women treated better than in other
nationalities—Married women hold property—Women do business equal to
men—Share the judgment-seat—Wife of the seek-kai in Tavoy—Female
school teachers—Form of marriage—Equal division of property among
children—Burmese chess compared with the English—Burmese public
spirit—Malcom's remarks on the Burmese religion


Characteristics of the Talaings—The language—Allied to the Koles—Have
Hindu traditions—Alphabet of Hindu origin—Their ancient
architecture—Allied to Hindu in part—In part resembles Christians


Fifteen Karens baptized before my arrival—Increase of a
thousand-fold—Affinities of the Karen language—Probably with the
Chinese—Languages of intonation—The Karens have the Chinese organ—Mr.
Knowlton on Chinese mountain tribes—"Fire of St. Elmo described—Malcom
on "Matah"—Tenasserim River explored—Plagiarisms—Raft traveling—Kabin
changed by the Gospel—Mr. Benjamin's testimony—Mr. Cross'
report—Church at Pyeekhya, "a well organized Christian body"—Mr. Cross'
testimony—Pwos—Karen Grammar—Remarks from Dr. Wade—Karen
seminary—Treatise on Trigonometry in Sgau, Burmese and Bghai—First
native periodical beyond the Ganges—Karen traditions—Derived from Jews
in China—Mr. Knowlton's opinion—Memoir of Ko Thabyu


How Burmese girls use cosmetics—Khyen girls disfigure their
faces—Origin of the custom—First Khyen baptized in Tavoy A. D.
1837—The tribe appears under five different names


The Karens of the sea—Related to the Sandwich Islanders—Degraded state
of the women—Boats described—Ruined by alcohol and opium—Labors of Mr.
and Mrs. Benjamin to save them—The revenue from alcohol and opium
steadily on the increase—Remarks of a Maulmain editor


Death of Mrs. H. M. Mason—Memoir—Sickness and departure from
Tavoy—Voyage to Calcutta and return to Maulmain—Translation of the Old
Testament into Karen—Charge of the Pwo churches—Work on the Natural
Productions of Burmah—Review by editor of "Friend of India"—Marriage
with Mrs. E. H. Bullard—Return to Tavoy to print the Karen Bible


Numerous revisions of Bengalee Bible—Six translations of the Chinese
Bible—A translation should be the work of a whole mission—Aids to Karen
version—Letter to Dr. Peck—Extract from Report of the Board—Speech of
Dr. Binney—Dr. Warren on revision


Final departure from Tavoy—Remarks by Mr. Thomas—Letter from Mr. Thomas
when leaving Rangoon—Journey to Toungoo—Cordial reception—Commencement
of normal school—Distribution of assistants—Departure for the United
States


Madras—"St. Thomas' Mount—Syrian Christians—Point de Galle—The most
ancient port in existence—The Tarshish of Solomon—Ptolemy's "Salae" for
Ceylon in Karen tradition—Ceylon and Buddhism Port Louis—Isle of
France—Whittington and his cat—Paul and Virginia—Peter Botte
Mountain—Demand for laborers—Iniquity in the production of sugar—Cape
of Good Hope—Table Mountain—Cape Town needs American
enterprize—Remarkable for the beauty of its flowers—Language of
"clicks"—Native tribes dying out—Bishop Colenso—Colenso's
communion—Increased value of his books—First publishers of "Uncle Tom's
Cabin"—St. Helena—Burial of Mrs. Judson—Put in quarantine


Lisbon—Columbus in Lisbon—Degradation of Portugal—Plymouth and its
defences—Scott at Cerro Gordo—Isle of Wight—Queen Victoria—The most
liberal monarch in Europe—A heathen king of the Isle of Wight—How his
sons were converted to Christianity—Anecdote of a Roman
Catholic—Southampton—Canute's Point—London City Missionary—Reformed
from the streets—The way to make permanent reformations—London at first
sight—Its millennium churches—Its Pandemonium—Purlieus—London of 1810
and 1854 compared—A prisoner confined half a century for contempt of
court—London a little world in itself—Has three thousand miles of
streets—Its natural productions in every
department—Antiquities—Crystal Palace


Studies in German—Biblical education German—Voyage to
Holland—Persecutions from Dutch laws—Rotterdam an artificial
place—Headquarters of gin—Erasmus—His labors superseded—The honest
Dutchman—Dusseldorf—Utilizing painting—Hanover and its intolerant
king—Incident of a Baptist funeral—Wiped out of political existence at
Sadowa—Herschel—The Marktkirche, and its cabalistic markings—Berlin,
and its lions—The police a nuisance—Professor Hengstenburg—Mrs.
Hengstenburg—Berlin University—Lecture-room described—Mode of
lecturing—American method more advantageous to the student—Pali and the
Germans—Dr. Hoffman—Mr. Lehmann and his labors—Intolerance of the
church dignitaries—Young Lehmann a conscript—Style of a German
countess—Americans popular in Berlin—Hamburg—Miss Oncken—Oncken's
labors—His trials and successes—Letter from him


Meeting with my mother after an absence of thirty-six years—No innate
instinct for mothers to recognize their children—Letter from
Leeds—History of Leeds—Kirkstall Abbey—Largest room in the
world—Wretched appearance of factory-girls


Working men and women a rising power in society—Need
self-culture—Injure themselves pecuniarily and socially by
"strikes"—Wise to count the cost—The employers are moneyed men—Money
is power—No strike has succeeded when the employers were
aroused—Greatest strike on record in 1854—The workmen spent on it
L100,000, and were beaten, with the additional loss in wages of
L250,000—Wages cannot be regulated by force—Government tried it, and
acknowledged they were beaten—The workmen are trying it with no better
success—If they persist, employers will be driven to combine—Atrocious
deeds connected with strikes—Working Mens' Unions radically wrong in
their constituent parts—They retain the dregs, but lose the
cream—Societies worse than their individual members—Extract from the
New York—"Examiner and Chronicle"—Illustration of the moral character
of the Unions—Rejected Douglass, who fought for the country, because he
is black—If Unions must exist, then let them repudiate strikes, and be
select in their membership—Working men are coming to the surface, but
they must purge themselves of their evil elements to be a power for
good—Let workmen and employers cultivate kind relations with each
other—Employers generally kind, considerate men—My employer in York, a
specimen—A New York employer who had rather suffer himself than allow
his men to suffer—Journeymen often making as great profits as their
employers—Success of peace-plans in Cornwall—Working men should have a
paper devoted to their own affairs conducted by themselves—Where the
trades are overstocked the men must turn farmers


Sickness of Europeans in India—Frequent changes favorable to
invalids—Departure from Leeds—"Celebrated Druidical
monuments"—Ripon—Remarkable mound—Fountains Abbey—Newcastle—The
neglected colliers


Edinburgh—Its picturesque views—Its handsome monuments—What would be
for a city worth boasting of—Glasgow—"Washington Street"—Scotch
peasant life—Loch Lomond—"The Petrel"—The compass in iron ships—The
iniquity of insurance—Instance in Maulmain—The remarkable rock of
Dumbarton Castle—Storm at sea—"The Petrel" a floating wreck—The
cholera—Fatal effects of fear in cholera—Ship put back—Cholera
departed—Giant's Causeway—A lesson for architects—Glasgow vessels
slightly built—Liverpool—Departure for Boston


Changes in America in thirty-four years—Bunker Hill Monument—Edifice of
the First Baptist Church in Boston—Meeting of the Oriental
Society—Numerous American savans there—Preached to a congregation of
two thousand in Hartford—Disabled by sickness from addressing the Bible
Society at the Annual Meeting in Chicago—Took a last look of the country
we chose and the faces we loved, July 2, 1856—Learning thrown away on
sailors in the books on navigation—Getting the longitude by the Gulf
Stream—Making the mouth of the Hoogly by soundings—Made
"Sand-heads"—Ordered out to sea again to meet a cyclone—Blown into a
cyclone—Whirled into the centre—A splendid dome—A natural
cathedral—Whirled out again to the mouth of the Hoogly—Loss of steamers
by cyclones there since—The mate a fine sailor—Anecdote of his presence
of mind


Return to Toungoo—Comparison of America and the Toungoo
mountains—Interesting reception—The new tribes of Toungoo—The Bghai
language


Red Karens the largest Karen tribe—Visited in 1859—Favorable
reception—Translation of Catechism into their language—Slave-trade in
Karennee—A specimen of its barbarity—Red Karens of Chinese origin
according to Dr. Dean


Many small tribes with final consonants in their language—Anecdote of a
government officer—The Taru or Lahta—Shave the head and leave two locks
of hair—A remarkably moral people—Avoid strong drink—When accused of
crime become their own executioners


What constitutes riches—Burmese in comfortable circumstances—Wages in
Toungoo—Wages in Rangoon—Not overtaxed—Sir Arthur P. Phayre considered
the poor—Administration of justice unsatisfactory—History of a
suit—Difficult for judges to ascertain facts, from the mendacity of the
people—Burmese and Karens compared—Burmese superior tact—Karens
overtaxed by Burmans—Karen lands dishonestly measured by Burmans—Karen
imprisoned for seizing a Burman thief—Too much confidence reposed in
Burmese officials—Story of their dishonesty and ability to deceive their
superiors—Law of libel—Rev. Mr. Long imprisoned for endeavoring to help
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IT was the outspoken pledge of an English nobleman, who, as a statesman and
political reformer, inscribed his name on the history of his nation, that, in
case of social convulsion, much as he favored general freedom for all classes,
he should "stand by his own order."

The words of Earl Grey[1] would, we doubt not, be adopted by the writer of the
present volume; and with a frankness and a tenacity equalling the like traits
in the British Peer, this "WORKING MAN," the son of a sturdy English Radical,
would account it his duty and glory to "stand by HIS OWN ORDER," the stalwart
and the hardy, who contribute so largely to the national prosperity, bear much
of the nation's burdens and perils, and deserve their full share of its
consideration. Never forgetting, much less disowning, the peasant and artizan
class, from which he springs, and with a kindly, earnest word for the wronged
and much enduring sailor, his religion has yet taught him that, duly
understood, the interests of all the orders and classes in a nation are
coincident and inseparable. As a servant of Christ in the field of Foreign
Missions, he has laboriously shown, that the needs of a remote and alien race
are held by him to have a just claim for the best years of his life, and for
the putting forth of his best powers of body and of soul. Apart from caste and
from distinctions of race, of hue, and of language, he has consecrated himself,
like the great Apostle of the Gentiles, as "debtor to all," to become "the
servant of all." Yet even Paul, we may presume, would of all Hebrews greet a
man of the tribe of Benjamin with special cordiality; and should an inquirer of
the school of the Pharisees approach him, Paul would meet that disciple with an
intimate and eager sympathy, derived from the vivid reminiscences of his own
youth spent at the feet of Gamaliel.

The life of Francis Mason has been drawn through varied scenes and many
lands. Neither a cloistered student, nor a thoughtless, frivolous rambler, his
acquaintance with books has been supplemented by free collision with men. And
to his free intercourse with mankind in various stages of culture and of
barbarism, he has brought the mind stored with reflection, and the eye taught
duly to observe and wisely to discriminate and to appreciate.

A native of England, an emigrant in early manhood to America, it was here
that he became a convert, received his training for the ministry, and hence was
sent by American Baptists to their missions in Burmah to labor among the people
of that empire and among the Karens, an aboriginal race found largely in the
Burman territory, but more migratory than the Burmans, and with a distinct
language, some peculiar traits, and many remarkable traditions. There he has
been brought into friendly and intimate relations with British officers,
administering the affairs of their government in the outlying provinces of
their great Indian Empire.

With a simplicity and directness that remind one of our own Benjamin
Franklin, he has told the tale of his own eventful career. And in doing this he
has afforded us some striking glimpses of what the United States were when he
first reached our shores; whilst the main thread of his narrative bears us to
philosophies, faiths, and races which were old and well settled far back as the
days of Daniel, and before Greece had, under the conduct of Alexander, hurled
herself upon India.

As travel becomes more frequent and more rapid, the various countries of our
earth would appear to be compressed inevitably into closer proximity; and they
must also become percolated with a fuller, prompter sympathy. To one who spends
much of his time in journeying, the modern facilities of locomotion are almost
equivalent to a prolongation and expansion of life; for distances that once
could be traversed by him only in weeks, may now be surmounted in hours. And
lands and continents, in other times so remote as to be beyond the range of any
travellers who had not both adventurousness and opulence, and large leisure,
seem in our own days, by steam and steel, by the railroad and the wheeled
vessel, to be gathered up—and if the image may be allowed—they are
puckered into narrower dimensions. They have become accessible to the holiday
jaunt of the wayfarer whose leisure is scanty and whose funds are but stinted.
The very surface of our globe is, in the phrase of the milliner's dainty art,
tucked and plaited into smaller compass. Man, by his Creator set as the master
of Earth, finds his domain shrivelled into more manageable dimensions, and
finds himself endowed with new powers of survey and subjugation. The field
shrinks, and the tiller of the field dilates, as Science enlarges his
capacities, and Art multiplies his tools. Prophecy had of old assured him,
that, in the latter days, "many shall run to and fro, and knowledge shall be
increased." Running and knowing—crowds traversing a wider region, and
taught a riper, larger wisdom—said the oracle. Each highway of modern
commerce shows the fleet rushing and the thronging tramp of these many runners;
and every living literature of the civilized world is found bearing its witness
to the wide diffusion and the rapid multiplication of these learners. Easy
transit seems giving ubiquity to the educated races. Cheap Literature would
seem threatening to take on a polyglott form and to bring in a Pantheistic
creed. Even the village journal must now report the news from the other side of
the planet. "Our neighbor"—the old word in the second great
commandment—is a phrase that has, in our days, become palpably far more
applicable to the heathen, who are our antipodes, than it could have seemed to
be in the days of Abraham, David, or Luther. And as the nations long disparted
become better known to each other, it will be found that they are mutually
needed each by the other. Our very Christianity is developed into a proper
disinterestedness and enterprise, into a more heroic firmness and a more divine
tenderness, by the wants and guilt of Paganism. Aided by us, these idolators
aid, elevate, and enrich us. Neglected by us, they poison us by their misery,
ignorance, and vices. Mutual helpfulness becomes the very law of modern Culture
and Progress, and is the first condition of Liberty, Order, and Peace. Such
mutual helpfulness is but one human and terrestrial side of the great work of
Christian Missions. And the results of Western philosophy and science can have
no higher honors, and can be put to no nobler uses, than when brought, with a
wise compassion, to bear on the relief of the ignorance and wretchedness of the
idolators of the old Eastern world. Among the honors, literary and political,
that have clustered around the French statesman Guizot, now in the closing
stage of an illustrious career, it cannot be among the least gratifying, that
the British officer who put down human sacrifices among the Khonds, an
aboriginal tribe in the hills of Orissa—the late Major Samuel C.
Macpherson—was accustomed to say, "that it was from the study of Guizot
that he had learned how to reclaim the Khonds."*

[Footnote: * Mem. by his Brother. London. Murray. 1865. p.351.]

The Missions in which Dr. Mason has been vigorously, and through the
blessing of God most successfully employed, have not prevented him from
cultivating a keen relish for natural science. In his extended tours to preach
the Gospel, his fatigue has been relieved by noting and recording the plants,
and birds and fish, the insects and the beasts, brought by his Karen escorts to
the place of encampment for the night. In an octavo volume of some nine hundred
pages, and printed at Rangoon in 1860, on "Burmah, its People and Natural
Productions," he has accumulated a mass of information on the subject of
Natural History and of Ethnology and Language, that has received the warm
acknowledgments of men of science.

The religious fruits of the Burman and Karen Mission have been memorable.
The late Cardinal Wiseman, in a comparison of the results of Romanist and
Protestant Missions among the heathen, issued by him from the press, allowed
himself to speak disparagingly of Judson and his exertions in Burmah. An
American scholar, on quite another side, removed as widely from sympathy with
the principles of Judson, as was Wiseman,—the late Theodore
Parker,—formed the highest estimate of the merits of that patient and
resolute toiler for Burmah, Adoniram Judson. A missionary, who believed and
preached Calvinism, must have conquered vast prejudices to have extorted such
recognition from Parker. Great as were the attainments of that Romish scholar,
and deeply as he graved his name on the religious annals of Britain, we think
it will be the verdict of history, that the soul of the Baptist was cast, as
compared with Wiseman, in a far more heroic mould: and his work of the finished
Burman Bible is likely to leave a more durable and blessed imprint on the
history of the world, than the works of the eminent prelate, varied, refined
and scholarly as these were.

Dr. Mason entered that Mission field at a later stage in its history: but
his, too, has been the high felicity and honor of completing, in the Karen
language, a version of the Old and the New Testament. And the power of God's
book, on the character of the nation receiving and cherishing it, is one of the
settled facts of history. They who open, for the first time, that fountain to
tribes long destitute, have a sure and lasting memorial.

An European Christian, resident in Switzerland, Dr. A. Ostertag, of Basle,
has in Herzog's great Cyclopedia of Protestant Theology,* devoted some
seventy-five spacious pages to the survey of the existing Protestant Missions
among the Heathen. It has the breadth and thoroughness of German scholarship.
Not in country, in language, or in denominational sympathies, allied to the
people of whom he is speaking—the American Baptists, he describes these
as finding in Burmah and the Karen people that one of their Missionary fields,
which ranks, not only as compared with others of their own Missions, but
"well nigh also as amongst all the Missions of the world, as the fairest and
the most blessed."+ And returning, on another page,++ to this portion of
his subject, he speaks of the Karens, as, since 1829, when Boardman began his
visits to their villages, having had developed among them a work "so
glorious as the History of Missions scarce anywhere else presents."

[Footnote: * Vol. IX., Stuttgart, 1858, pp.559, etc.]

[Footnote: + Herzog, IX., p.583.]

[Footnote: ++ P. 610.]

Among the Cherokees of our own land, and the Karens of that far Eastern
continent, the gospel in its simplicity and directness and spirituality,
accompanied by the Divine energy of the Holy Ghost, has proved its power to fix
the roving tribe into habits of settled industry and order. Native pastors have
been reared, in the American and the Asiatic fields, from the races
evangelised, who have been singularly devoted and rarely useful. Dr. Mason has
labored with such Karen associates, as Ko-Tha-byu, a remarkable man now gone
home, and of whom Dr. Mason has published a memoir, and with others yet living,
who reproduce the traits of character, that stand out in the first disciples,
as portrayed in the Acts of the Apostles and the Epistles.

The frankness of his utterances, when commenting on the tendency of
"strikes" to recoil on the working classes, with whom he so lovingly
identifies himself, and when alluding to the complicity of the American
churches with slavery as he believes that complicity to have existed, in the
years preceding the War of Secession, may startle some of his readers. But true
affection is fearless in its candour, and nearing the end of his career, and
writing from the Asiatic home of his missionary adoption to men of Europe and
of America, whose shores he expects no more to visit, his remarks may be more
patiently heeded, sent as across the ocean, and sounding almost as from the
other side of the grave.

Whatever were the early delinquencies of the British government in its
Indian territories, as to hindrances persistently cast in the path of quiet
missionaries, a change has occurred in later years. Among the army officers and
civilians in India, Missions have found, in our own times, some of their
fastest friends. To Lieut. Col. Phayre,* the British Commissioner for Pegu, Dr.
Mason has dedicated his volume on Burmah, imploring in Latin verse, that Burmah
might long enjoy his beneficent influence. The Havelocks and the Lawrences of
the English Indian service, recall the memory of Cornelius the Centurion: and
pages of primeval Church History, traced by inspired evangelists in the first
century, receive a fresh light from the campaigns of the nineteenth century, as
the gospel is seen at home in the tented field. The work of a patient "dogged"
toiler, to use the homely phrase by which Johnson and Chalmers were both wont
to describe resolute, unrelaxing application, this autobiography has yet great
naturalness and vivacity. It shows how fervid, unstinted toil leads to
usefulness and to happiness. Many as have been the privations and the
inevitable sorrows of his missionary career, the course of Dr. Mason has been
largely blessed. And "they who turn many to righteousness" have the pledge of
the Bible and the God of the Bible, that, whatever their lot on earth, "they
shall shine as the stars forever and ever."

WILLIAM R. WILLIAMS.

NEW YORK, March, 1870.

[Footnote: * Since become Col. Sir A. P. Phayre.]
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SO far as my consciousness testifies, my first out-look on the world was
through a window, with a bar across it, into the corner of a gentleman's
garden, in the middle of winter; and the first sounds I can recollect were the
twitterings of a robin, that was hopping about on the leafless shrubs before
me.

My thoughts, however, were turned to the bar in the window[2]. I viewed it with
no more complacency than Adam did the flaming sword that shut him out of Eden.
In some way or other, I had obtained the idea that there was a race above me,
who had shut me out of their society, and that the bar in the window indicated
a great and impassable gulf between us.

I turned from the window to my mother, in whom all my affections
concentrated, and hid my head on her bosom. I felt happy in the love of my
mother, and in that all my happiness consisted, and not in my possessions. The
ideas connected with mine and thine, had no place in my thoughts. There was not
a ripple to disturb the calm of perfect happiness in my soul, but the bar in
the window. Had there been a tempter, I should have assuredly tried to get out
of the window, because I did not wish to be controlled.

Some writers describe sin as selfishness, making self, instead of God, a
centre, and acting only from that. My earliest consciousness leads me to define
it, as man making his own will supreme,—an indisposition to obey. This is
confirmed by the oft-heard complaints of mothers, that their children "won't
mind."

The first prayer, then, to teach children is, not such things as, "Now I lay
me down to sleep," in which the child is passive, but our Lord's prayer of,
"Not my will, but Thine, be done," where the child both prays and is taught the
most important of practical duties—that of controlling his own will.

If "All the world is a stage," then this was my first scene in life; seen
when I was between two and three, or between three and four years of age, I am
uncertain which.

My father cultivated a few flowers and vegetables in a small garden, into
which the door of our house opened; and early in the spring, my attention was
arrested by a row of crocuses cropping up out of the snow. It was a mystery to
me by what power they lived and pushed themselves up through the snow. They
were the daily objects of my thought and admiration. I endeavored to make
inquiries of my parents, but got no satisfaction.

Mansel says: "Man learns to pray before he learns to reason; he feels within
him the consciousness of a Supreme Being and the instinct of worship, before he
can argue from effects to causes." Descartes said the same thing before him,
but it is all poetry. He states what ought to be, not what is, and it is
diametrically opposed to my experience.

When I saw the crocuses peeping out of the snow, I looked for a cause, and
asked, "How can these things be?" There I argued from effects to causes, but I
was utterly destitute of any idea of a Supreme Being.

My first consciousness recognized a superior authority. I instinctively
obeyed my mother, and believed implicitly everything she said. Here, then, if
man has no innate knowledge of God, and I certainly had not, is the appropriate
source whence a child should obtain its first ideas of God.

Among the slides to a magic lantern that a society in London furnished for
the use of the Karens, is one representing Christ blessing little children; and
of all the pictures exhibited, there is no one that has a tithe of the interest
with the Karens that this has. Zoological slides, and astronomical slides, and
all other slides, fade into nothingness in comparison with this. The old people
look on it as something not of this world, the younger ones clap their hands
with delight, and the blessing seems to descend upon them while they gaze.

It was interesting to notice a company of red Karens, the wildest of the
Karen tribes, who were present at a recent exhibition. They spread themselves
down on the floor in front of the assembly, and gazed on the picture as if
fascinated.

How often have I regretted that my mother did not exhibit to me that
incident in our Saviour's life. Had she explained to me my need of a Saviour,
His love and sacrifice for my salvation, I should have leaped off my feet with
joy. I should have felt like the little girl who, returning from Sabbath
services, exclaimed: "Mother, mother! I'm so happy! The minister preached the
child's gospel." It appeared that the preacher had repeated the words of Jesus:
"Suffer little children to come unto me," and that was all she had retained of
the sermon; but that was enough.

Had my mother preached Christ to me, young as I was, I have not the
slightest doubt but, with the blessing of God, I should have been converted as
really as I was a quarter of a century afterwards. At that age there was
undoubtedly a depraved tendency in the heart to be turned in conversion, but
little more. The works of the flesh had not been developed.

How much easier, then, while in the habitual exercise of simple, implicit
confidence in our parents, to turn that confidence to God, than after mature
age, when our simplicity has been destroyed by contact with the world, and we
have ceased to place implicit confidence in any one?

Yet to our original mental position of little children, we must fall back in
order to enter into the kingdom of God. How unwise, then, to quietly allow evil
passions to be developed and bad habits acquired, when we have the means at
hand to prevent their existence altogether!

The example of Count Zinzendorf is decisive proof that it is practicable for
very young children to be converted, and become lifelong, devoted
Christians.

"While he was still very young, perhaps in his third or fourth year," it is
said, "he had a most delightful, abiding sense of the love of Jesus, and felt
he could tell Him all his wants in prayer, and speak to Him as freely as he
could to any earthly relation."

He himself wrote: "When I was very young, I was told that my Creator had
become man from love to me, and it made a deep impression on me. I thought with
myself, If my compassionate Lord should have no other person to love Him, at
least I will cleave to Him, and live and die with him. Many an hour have I
spent in conversing with him, as one speaks to a dear and honored friend. But
still at that time I did not know the amount of what I owed Him. Alas! I did
not know the merits of a bleeding, dying Saviour, who had made an offering for
my sins, till on a certain day, when the whole truth of what my Creator had
borne on my account flashed vividly before my mind. At first I burst into
tears, and could not contain myself, it was so wondrous good of Him; and then I
made a solemn covenant with Him to live to Him, and love Him more than I had
ever done. I have now spent upwards of fifty years in daily intercourse with my
Saviour, and I feel myself every day happier."

If Zinzendorf could thus hold communion with Christ at three or four years
of age, then any other child may; and if any other child may, then it is the
duty of the church to labor and pray that every other child shall.

To the question, then, of "What to do with the baby?" I reply, "CONVERT IT."
"Suffer little children to come unto me," is a motto for every nursery, an
inscription for every cradle, a watchword for every mother.

But the editor of the New York Examiner and Chronicle well remarks:
"Christian parents cannot reasonably expect the conversion of their children if
this is not their hearts' great desire, nor will their efforts be likely to
succeed, if all which makes up family life is not brought into harmony with
Christian principles and precepts. The conversion of children is undoubtedly by
the special grace of God, but his grace manifests itself in harmony with
permanent laws, and the children whose conversion may be most confidently
anticipated, are those who live in a perpetual and pervading atmosphere of
Christian piety."

A writer in the Christian Review for July, 1857, says: "The simple
evidence on which the divine existence rests is this: The human mind, the
mysterious mechanism of our bodies, the world which we inhabit, and all the
works of creation, reveal unmistakable marks of design, and must have had a
great designer superior to themselves. That designer we call God."

This was exactly the view adopted by my parents, and they argued very
correctly from the premises, that it was too complicated for a child to
understand; and, therefore, taught me nothing on the subject till I was of
comparatively mature age, when they made "Paley's Natural Theology" a text-book
for my instruction. By that time I had picked up some crude notions of a Divine
Being, but when the first idea of God loomed up in my mind I have no
recollection. Certainly not in my earliest years.

One evening in the summer following, as I was playing alone in the garden by
moonlight, the moon arrested my attention, as the scud galloped over it. My
father had gone out, and I thought to myself, "Can father, where he has gone,
see the moon as I see it?" This thought recurred to me every time I looked, as
I frequently did, for the moon seemed to fascinate me.

The question in my mind was, "Is the moon so placed that it can be seen
everywhere, or is it confined to a single locality?" I could at that time have
understood a simple lecture on astronomy as readily as I could twenty years
afterwards; and one with figures and apparatus would have been more welcome to
me than my daily food.
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