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A word of thanks to my editor


This project has represented a new set of challenges and obstacles that I could not have overcome without my editor. Thank you for your trust, inspiration and careful design of this book. Thank you also for your hard work and for sharing this experience with me not only as an editor, but also as a friend. This book is not just mine, but is a result of our hard work together.
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About the Author


Cherie Lee has a long history of sewing and designing stunning handmade items in her native Taiwan. In 2006, Cherie established her own handmade brand, Love ∙ Catmint, and began attending many creative design events and festivals, which she continues to participate in as both guest and presenter today. In 2008, Cherie began to focus her handmade projects on cozy accessories inspired by soft fabrics. Since starting her sewing journey, Cherie has been featured in the news and in several magazines, and has published two sewing books on indoor shoes. In 2012, she established Catmint Studio, where she spends her days working on her next batch of impressive projects. Through her brand Love ∙ Catmint, Cherie shares the comfort and happiness of soft handmade goods with her customers, friends, and family. www.lovecatmint.com


“I love to play around with small bits of fabric, I love the bliss of handmade projects, and, most of all, I love the satisfaction that you feel when you look upon your finished project.”


[image: ]




Publisher’s Note


When Taiwanese designer Cherie Lee set out to write this book on making small gifts, little did she know that her work would make its way to the United States. But that is precisely what happened: when we at Design Originals got the chance to look at her charming designs, we knew American readers would love them. So much so, in fact, that we have decided to publish two volumes of her work.


This book, the second volume, features a variety of accessories from hats, slippers, and coin purses to camera cases, card folios, and wallets. There is something for every taste and every function. Whether you are using fabric from your stash or buying fresh bundles from your local craft store, you’ll adore the nineteen projects selected. And after you make all your favorites from this book, be sure to check 
out Cherie’s first book, Sewing Pretty Little Things, which features bags and clutches to match any style or outfit.


Cherie joins the rapidly growing collection of talented craft authors from around the world selected for inclusion in the Design Originals line. Known for its innovative topics and highly regarded authors, Design Originals will continue to bring the best selections of foreign and American craft books to North American readers. We love these books, and we hope you will, too. Enjoy!
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Carole Giagnocavo


Publisher


carole@d-originals.com




Editor’s Note


Planning this project has been both a wonderful, enjoyable experience as well as a challenging and difficult journey. There 
are those inevitable times when you are painstakingly trying to come up with an idea, only to find yourself continuously hitting a brick wall; but such times are counteracted when you find inspiration for a great idea that makes you so excited that you could jump up and dance. I have been lucky enough to share these delights and hardships during this project with the book’s author, Cherie Lee.


After Cherie finished her 2010 work on handmade indoor shoes, she wanted to strike again while the iron was hot, so she immediately set out to start on a new handmade project. Cherie and I began brainstorming until, after hours of throwing ideas back and forth, we came up with the idea of handmade gifts using fabric remnants.


The nineteen projects in this book appeal to a variety of different interests and needs. The author’s key motive for this book is to reach out to a more diverse audience with the best yet of her cloth-work books. In creating this varied set of gifts, the most important issue that was resolved is one of the most common problems constantly presenting itself to handmade products: what do you do with your leftover scraps of material? Those last fragments of cloth left over after you have finished your other projects are perfect for the bags and accessories 
in this book.


I hope that you will find that each of these projects can 
help to serve as sincere and meaningful gifts for yourself 
or for those you love.




Introduction


One afternoon, my editor and I began discussing our thoughts for a new book, and as we chatted and bounced ideas back and forth, we finally came up with a plan.


This book of gifts has many purposes. I find that it is often difficult to express your emotions to the people closest to you; however, a gift can help deliver your most earnest wishes directly into the hands of those you love. This is truly the origin of the gift of giving, which is one of the underlying themes of this book.


We often tend to take care of others while neglecting our own wants and needs. However, loving oneself is also very important, and it is only by being good and truthful to ourselves that we may truly be loved by the people around us. I challenge you to first give the gift of happiness to yourself in order to allow your own heart to fill with contentment and joy. That means don’t be afraid to make a bag or accessory for yourself!


I am constantly reminded of how fortunate I am. To be able to come up with creative ideas and spend time working on these handmade bags with friends is a blessing. To have the opportunity to make this book and share it with everyone is lucky. I am grateful also for the support that I have received from the growing number of people following my projects online. When I am happy, I look forward to making these handmade crafts, and when I am unhappy, I can turn to these projects to take my mind off of my worries. To be blessed is to be able to share your interests with others. This feeling of self-happiness is crucial in life, and I hope that I can always share this feeling.




Cherie Lee




Part 1: Bags, Pouches, and Purses


Whether you are taking a trip, visiting the corner store, attending a class, or just taking a walk, there is a useful bag here for you: a camera bag to protect your gadget when you go out to snap photos, a convenient drawstring bag for everyday use, a toiletries case to organize all your bottles… and more! The styles are gorgeous and the structures are super-functional. Make your next essential bag, pouch, or purse!
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	Camera Bag


	Coin Purse


	Drawstring Bag


	Multi-Purpose Pouch


	Pencil Case


	Toiletries Bag


	Roomy Tote Bag





 




Camera Bag


Instructions
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Exploring new places with photography allows us to record the most unexpected moments and landscapes. This may be the purity of blue sky or green grass, surprising flowers on of the side of the road, children running excitedly down the street, or even a simple smile on a passerby’s face. Sometimes there are no words to express the beauty that can be captured in a single photo. So protect your camera—your doorway to new expressions—with this portable case, and ensure you’ll be able to take memorable photos for years to come.
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Coin Purse


Instructions
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Sometimes it is the little things that make you feel good after a long day of work or class… like when you have just enough time to pop into a convenience store and pick out a tasty drink or snack to fuel your brain. Bring this small coin purse with you and you’ll always have spare change on hand to grab that yummy bite to eat or leave the perfect tip.


 




Drawstring Bag


Instructions
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This drawstring bag is roomy and convenient, with enough space to put whatever it is you need to toss in before you leave. Easy to wash and super durable, this bag also makes a great gift for someone always on the go.
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Multi-Purpose Pouch


Instructions
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When you leave your house, do you ever get that nagging feeling of “Did I remember my keys?” Do you find yourself rummaging through your purse every time that you need to find your keys? This pouch can help make sure you know exactly where those keys are when you need them. It can also be used to tote flash drives or other small, important items that tend to get lost in the shuffle.
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Pencil Case


Instructions
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You’ll love this pencil case that you can take everywhere and pack with all the pens, pencils, highlighters, and erasers that you need. It’s simple and soft, but sturdy, so it’s sure to become a faithful companion.
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Toiletries Bag


Instructions
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Whether traveling for a night, a weekend, or weeks, you always need to take the time to gather your essential hygiene products, and it is important to have a bag to carry them in. This toiletries bag, with its sturdy frame and elastic pockets, will not only help to keep all of your products organized and tidy during your travels, but it will also make finding what you need convenient and quick.
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Roomy Tote Bag


Instructions
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Sometimes you just have to carry a lot of stuff! This tote bag has all of the pockets and compartments you’ll need to store everything for your outing, whether you are a mom carrying baby supplies, a shopper on a mission, or an athlete headed off to the gym. The inner zipper pocket is convenient for essentials such as a wallet, phone or keys.
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Part 2: Cases and Covers


From book, notebook, and binder covers, to cases for business cards, passports, cell phones, and more, the projects in this section will protect your most valued and useful items, allow them to be conveniently at hand when you need them, and add a dash of style to your look to boot!
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	Book Cover


	Cell Phone Sleeve


	Mini Binder


	Passport Case


	Notebook Cover


	Card Case


	Keepsake Folio





 




Book Cover


Instructions
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You never know when you may be stuck waiting around for a bus or just have some time to kill, so it is nice to take a book on the road with you. But when we throw books in our purses, they always seem to end up getting banged and beat up. A cloth book cover is the perfect solution! Plus, if you don’t want your neighbors on the bus to see what you are reading, this cover will keep your secret safe.
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Cell Phone Sleeve


Instructions
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This cell phone case is easy to make, lightweight, and incredibly useful. Avoid using magnetic buttons, which may interfere with your phone. Stick to little buttons to keep it stylish and convenient—just one little click, and you are looking right at your screen.
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Mini Binder


Instructions
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We always search for that perfect binder to best suit our style and needs. Why have we never realized that the perfect one is the one we make ourselves? Your own handmade cloth binder will always be the best match for you, and it’s much softer and cuter than hardback binders.
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Passport Case


Instructions
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The moment when you pull out your passport is an exciting moment of realization that you are about embark on a new journey. You’re on your way to breathing foreign air, seeing new landscapes, tasting exotic foods, and admiring different cultures. Make sure you get to do all this stress-free by protecting the very thing that gets you there!
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Notebook Cover


Instructions
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Whether for work or for class, notebooks are crucial. This notebook cover can hold up to three notebooks at one time, and allows you to easily and quickly switch notebooks before class. There are also a few bonus pockets for you to slide in your pens and pencils, nice and secure.
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Card Case


Instructions
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How do we end up with so many different types of cards? Membership cards, gift cards, VIP cards, credit cards, debit cards… Make this new home for your cards, and it’s a guarantee that you will love how convenient all your cards are. You’ll be able to easily and quickly find any card that you are looking for.
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Keepsake Folio


Instructions
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A small memory book can be a great present to give someone about to embark on travels, a mother with a new bundle of joy, or simply a friend ringing in the new year. This unique folio has a transparent pocket for important pictures, pockets to store special cards or documents, a handy pencil holder, and a place for a small notebook so that you can record exciting and important thoughts and events.
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Part 3: Accessories


The assortment of accessories in this final section varies greatly, with items for use at all stages of life and all times of day—from bibs to slippers! You’re sure to find these projects fun, cute, and, of course, totally functional. So whether you want to pop on your new bucket hat or go for a run with your new water bottle sleeve, enjoy the process of sewing these accessories.
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