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Preface


THIS IS A BOOK ABOUT the Old Testament story that flows out of the Pentateuch and leads into the New Testament. I have written another book called The Dawning of Redemption: The Story of the Pentateuch and the Hope of the Gospel (Crossway, 2022). It is meant to equip readers to dig deeply into the first five books of the Old Testament on their own. This book is not a sequel, in the sense that you do not need to have read Dawning in order to benefit from this book. Whether readers are thoughtful Christians, students, or pastors, this book will accomplish its goal if it equips Christians to study God’s Word in a deeper way. But if you find this book helpful, you are invited to read Dawning as well: Together, Dawning and Unfolding provide a big-picture primer on the entire Old Testament story.

Before we dive in, asking and answering three questions will help readers get on the same page:1


	1. What does YHWH mean, and why does this vowel-free word appear so often in this book?


	2. What does torah mean, and why does this word appear in this book?


	3. Which Bible version does this book primarily employ?




We’ll briefly answer each of these questions in turn.

First, what does YHWH mean? The personal name for God in the Old Testament is often spelled YHWH and pronounced Yahweh. Although most English Bibles use the title “the LORD” for this Hebrew word, in this book we will use YHWH, except when I am quoting from an English Bible. This will give us practice: We can make the switch from the LORD to YHWH in our minds as we encounter Old Testament citations, and hopefully this new habit will spill over to our personal reading of the Old Testament. Since the name YHWH appears 6,828 times in the Old Testament, this practice will help to emphasize the personal nature of God, because he revealed himself by his personal name.

Second, what does torah mean? Torah is a Hebrew word that is usually (imperfectly) translated as “law” in English Bibles. Since this word does not have an exact English equivalent, we will use torah or instruction instead of law, except when I am quoting from an English Bible. So when you encounter “the law” in a direct citation of the Old Testament, I encourage you to supply torah or instruction. This will help us remember that this Hebrew word means much more than the rules that our English word law usually calls to mind: It has the more positive meaning of “instruction” for how to live as God’s people. Additionally, when Torah is capitalized mid-sentence, it is being used as a title for the first five books of the Old Testament.

Third, unless otherwise indicated, all Scripture citations have been taken from the English Standard Version (ESV). Although there are many excellent English translations of the Bible, the preface to the ESV describes it as “essentially literal,” and thus its nature is a bit more suited to a study like this one because it will help us notice details in God’s Word.









  


    
Introduction

       
Getting Oriented to an Out-
Of-Order Redemption Story
 



    

      HE WAS UNABLE TO WALK, and he had lived with his disability for nearly four decades. Then a passerby changed his life in an instant. This man told him to take up his bed and walk, and he was instantly healed! But in the midst of this man’s joy, he found himself, of all things, in a controversy about how to interpret the Old Testament.


      The Jewish leaders immediately disregarded the miracle and scorned the man for taking up his bed on the Sabbath—they claimed these actions were out of step with the Old Testament. But Jesus (the healer) contested this. According to Jesus, the Jewish leaders were misinterpreting the Old Testament. In the interchange that followed, Jesus called God his own father, making himself equal with God. He also made reference to his role in a coming resurrection and judgment. Then he made another audacious claim: “You search the Scriptures because you think that in them you have eternal life; and it is they that bear witness about me, yet you refuse to come to me that you may have life” (Jn 5:39-40).


      Do we hear what Jesus was saying? The Jewish leaders were experts in the Scriptures—what Christians today call the Old Testament. But Jesus was telling these highly educated teachers of the Bible that they didn’t have a clue: They thought their interpretation of the Old Testament was enough to receive eternal life. But the Old Testament bears witness about Jesus, and these people refused to come to Jesus to have life. According to Jesus, it is possible to be a world-renowned Bible expert and miss out on eternal life. If we spend our lives studying the Old Testament story and we are not led to Jesus, the results will be devastating.


      This is a book about the story of the Old Testament beyond its beginning. While the five books of the Pentateuch make up the essential first act in the Bible’s grand story of redemption, a lot more story is told before we reach its climax in Jesus Christ. The story that flows out of the Pentateuch is the link from the Bible’s first act to the New Testament. As we are gripped by the unfolding story of redemption that continues after the Pentateuch, and as we notice some of the many links between this story and its fulfillment in Christ, we will grasp the gospel more deeply and treasure Jesus more than ever.


      Even in an initial reading, we discover many wonderful truths in Joshua, Judges, Samuel, Kings, Ruth, Daniel, Esther, Ezra–Nehemiah, and Chronicles.1 In these books we witness YHWH dwelling among his people in the special land he had promised them many years before. We see leaders raised up to deliver God’s people and incline their hearts back to him. We also encounter a great prophet named Samuel, a great king in David, and a great deliverance over Goliath—who doesn’t love that amazing story? In these books, a temple is built to replace the tent-structure where YHWH had been dwelling—Israel’s settledness in their own land meant they could have a more permanent place where YHWH’s glory would settle among his people. And after the horrible tragedy of exile, we witness YHWH’s faithfulness to his people as they live outside the Promised Land, along with his power in bringing them back. From beginning to end, the Old Testament story highlights the faithfulness and goodness of God.


      If we’re honest, though, many of us struggle to stay engaged as we encounter these books chapter by chapter. We might ask why the book of Joshua spends nine chapters recording minute geographical details about the land inheritance for each tribe of Israel. We might also ask why 1 Chronicles begins with nine chapters of genealogy. These long sections of God’s Word have led many to (mistakenly) conclude that the Old Testament is impractical, the reading equivalent of spinach at suppertime—something we choke down because we have been told it is healthy, but the reading (or eating) experience is a sheer act of will.


      More seriously, the holy wars in Joshua seem out of step with the New Testament command to love our neighbor. And a scene such as the grotesque sexual assault and dismembering of the Levite’s concubine does not seem fit for polite company (Judg 19). In fact, the book of Judges draws a similar conclusion: “And all who saw it said, ‘Such a thing has never happened or been seen from the day that the people of Israel came up out of the land of Egypt until this day; consider it, take counsel, and speak’” (Judg 19:30). If the scenes of holy war or the Levite’s concubine were filmed as Netflix specials, viewer discretion would certainly be advised. So why are they in the Bible? Should we read these to our children? Is there anything in them to encourage us in our love for Christ, to urge us to share Christ, or to help us live for Christ?


      The Jewish leaders who opposed Jesus were guilty of searching the (Old Testament) Scriptures but missing Jesus. Similarly, many Christians today experience the Old Testament as drudgery because the story seems so far removed from life in the twenty-first century, and the New Testament feels much more accessible and life giving. Therefore, many are guilty of not reading the Old Testament and thus missing Jesus or of reading the Old Testament but not understanding it—so missing Jesus.


      This book is like an aerial view on our smartphone’s map app: It will help us gain a big-picture understanding of the Old Testament story and some of its links to Christ. This book is not meant to provide all the answers to every question we may have about the Old Testament story beyond the Pentateuch. It is, however, written to equip us to dive more deeply into these books on our own, experiencing life-transforming, gospel-saturated words of life. This is essential because, according to Jesus, the entire Old Testament testifies about him (see Lk 24:27, 44).


      

        The Bible’s Grand Story of Redemption


        Before we dive into the middle part of the Bible’s story of redemption, let’s get a sense of the larger story.2 The grand story of the Bible can be broken up into four uneven parts. In Genesis 1–2 we encounter the God of creation, with humanity as the crowning climax of his work—part one. Then, in Genesis 3, we learn about the fall into sin and all its effects—part two. The bulk of the Bible’s story, from Genesis 3:15 to Revelation 20, tells the story of redemption, of the God who did not leave us in our sins but chose to rescue us from sin and all of its effects—part three. Finally, the last few chapters of the Bible revel in the consummation, when a return to a new and better Garden of Eden will finally be accomplished—part four. If we ever step into an elevator and are asked what the Bible is about, we now have a four-point, sixty-second sermon ready to go: creation, fall, redemption, consummation.


        Since the story of redemption begins in Genesis 3:15 and finds its consummation at the end of Revelation, we can observe that most of the Bible’s story is about redemption. And this grand story of redemption can be further broken up into three acts: the Pentateuch, the rest of the Old Testament story, and the climax in Christ.


        Given that the Bible tells the grand story of redemption, it is important to be clear on what this word means. In the ancient world, redemption referred to the rescue of a person from a situation over which they were powerless, and the biblical authors fittingly use this word to describe the way God works for his people. For example, in the book of Exodus, God redeems Israel from their slavery in Egypt in order to make them his special people (see Ex 6:6-7; 19:5-6). The entire nation of God’s people were helpless slaves, and YHWH came to redeem them from slavery and to himself—it was a physical and a spiritual rescue. Then, in the New Testament, the word redemption is used to describe God’s work of delivering his people from spiritual bondage and to himself (e.g., Rom 3:24; Eph 1:7). This is accomplished by the death and resurrection of the Lord Jesus.3


      


      

      

        The Dawning of Redemption


        The Pentateuch begins the Bible’s story of redemption by portraying creation as the theater of redemption (Gen 1), before the promise of redemption was first given in the Garden of Eden (Gen 3:15).4 As the story continues, we encounter genealogies that trace the lineage of redemption, along with covenants between YHWH and his people—YHWH’s guarantee of redemption (e.g., Gen 15). Next, the exodus from Egypt is the greatest act of redemption in the entire Old Testament. These people YHWH had rescued from Egypt are then given instructions about how to live as his redeemed people (Ex 19–24). They are also given directives about building a tabernacle where YHWH would dwell among them, priests would mediate between YHWH and his people, and there would be a sacrificial system to make atonement for their sins. In the book of Numbers, the people fail to believe YHWH and so they wander in the wilderness for forty years. Finally, the book of Deuteronomy concludes with YHWH’s redeemed people on the cusp of entering the Promised Land. Near the end of this book YHWH warns his people with a long list of blessings for covenant keeping, curses for covenant breaking, and restoration for covenant repentance (see Deut 28; 30:1-10; cf. Lev 26).


      


      

      

        The Unfolding of Redemption


        These truths about blessings, curses, and restoration are especially helpful for understanding the Old Testament story that unfolds after the Pentateuch. When YHWH’s redeemed people keep his covenant, they are lavished with blessings for covenant keeping (see Lev 26:3-13; Deut 28:1-14)—such as the Promised Land in the book of Joshua, David as king in the book of Samuel, and a temple in the book of Kings. On the other hand, when YHWH’s redeemed people break the covenant, the curses for covenant breaking fall on them (see Lev 26:14-39; Deut 28:15-68)—especially in the destruction of the temple, the loss of a king in David’s lineage, the people’s exile from the Promised Land, and their sojourn in a land where no one worshiped YHWH.


        As they bear these horrible curses, Deuteronomy 30:1-10 promises them restoration if they will only repent and turn back to YHWH (see also Lev 26:40-45). This explains why YHWH preserves his redeemed people as they sojourn in exile. It also explains why he opens the door for many of his people to return to their land, build a new temple, and begin to settle again. As we will see, this return had two sides: It was very much a blessing from the hand of their faithful God, but it also lacked the fullness that had been promised to them. The full and total restoration to an even better position than before would require a better temple, a greater king, and the ultimate dwelling place for God’s people.


      


      

      

        An Out-Of-Order Redemption Story


        Out of order in two senses. The subtitle of this introduction is “Getting Oriented to an Out-of-Order Redemption Story.” What does this mean? When a snack machine charges our credit card but our snack is not dispensed, the machine is out of order—it doesn’t work as it should. The Old Testament redemption story is out of order in a related sense: It did not fully accomplish its desired outcome. The Old Testament story concludes with readers yearning for something better, something ultimate—something in step with the grandeur of its promises. The Old Testament doesn’t tell the story of YHWH’s redemption of a people and their subsequent onward and upward trajectory toward eternal riches in Christ. Instead, the Old Testament tells the story of a people who are pursued by a gracious God but choose to turn from him. So, the path to the Bible’s ultimate climax is long and winding. This story is not out of order because of any fault in YHWH or his plan of redemption; it is out of order because of his people’s hard hearts. This means that much of the story of the Old Testament will provide the dark velvet backdrop that will make the diamond of the gospel shine more brightly—when, in Christ, God will finally fix the world’s brokenness and fulfill his promises.


        But the story of the Old Testament is also out of order in another sense: It is like an excited child telling the story of their day at the fair. “You won’t believe what happened,” they exclaim as they hold up their giant stuffed animal. They begin by telling the story of winning their incredible toy, and then they share about their favorite snacks, rides, and games. Most adults hearing this will instinctively realize that they are not hearing a this, then this, then this chronological recounting of the day. Much the same, the Old Testament Historical Books are not always arranged in chronological order. As we will see, the Old Testament story continues after the Pentateuch in a cluster of books, but then the story is paused as prophets, poets, and sages herald their message to God’s people. The story picks up again with a cluster of books at the end of the Old Testament, and this leads us to anticipate Christ even more. Along the way, books are sometimes taken out of chronological order, so we hear the most important themes and emphases of the unfolding story more clearly.


        Two kinds of Old Testament books beyond the Pentateuch. There are many Old Testament books that do not tell the story of God’s people so much as speak a message to those same people. These include the written words of prophets, the poetic praise of psalmists, and the poetic tears of Lamentations. They also include the wisdom of sages, who taught God’s people how to live skillfully in the real world with YHWH as their God.


        But there are also many other Old Testament books that selectively record real history with a focus on the continuing story of redemption. These books record real history—they report what actually happened in the real history of the real world in which we live. But they also selectively record real history—the authors of these books did not record every event that ever happened in the history of the world. Instead, they were Holy Spirit–inspired storytellers who focused the message of their books on YHWH’s unfolding story of redemption.


        How does the Old Testament story unfold? Which Old Testament books cover this story, and how does it unfold? In table I.1 below, we compare the most common English order of Old Testament books with the earliest attested Hebrew order. In each column, I have marked the books that tell the continuing story of the Old Testament in italics. Although table I.1 reveals the same books for English and Hebrew, the order of books—and therefore the way the story unfolds—is quite different.


        


          

            Table I.1. The unfolding Old Testament story


          


          

            

              

              

              

              

              

                

                  	Most Common English Order of Old Testament Books


                  	Earliest Attested Hebrew Order of Old Testament Books5


                


                

                  	PART 1: THE PENTATEUCH


                  	PART 1: THE LAW (TORAH)


                


                

                  	Genesis


                  	Genesis


                


                

                  	Exodus


                  	Exodus


                


                

                  	Leviticus


                  	Leviticus


                


                

                  	Numbers


                  	Numbers


                


                

                  	Deuteronomy


                  	Deuteronomy


                


                

                  	PART 2: THE HISTORICAL BOOKS


                  	PART 2: THE PROPHETS (NEVI’IM)


                


                

                  	Joshua


                  	Joshua


                


                

                  	Judges


                  	Judges


                


                

                  	Ruth


                  	1–2 Samuel


                


                

                  	1–2 Samuel


                  	1–2 Kings


                


                

                  	1–2 Kings


                  	Jeremiah


                


                

                  	1–2 Chronicles


                  	Ezekiel


                


                

                  	Ezra


                  	Isaiah


                


                

                  	Nehemiah


                  	The Book of the Twelve: Hosea, Joel, Amos, Obadiah, Jonah, Micah, Nahum, Habakkuk, Zephaniah, Haggai, Zechariah, Malachi


                


                

                  	Esther


                  	PART 3: THE WRITINGS (KETUVIM)


                


                

                  	PART 3: THE POETIC BOOKS


                  	Ruth


                


                

                  	Job


                  	Psalms


                


                

                  	Psalms


                  	Job


                


                

                  	Proverbs


                  	Proverbs


                


                

                  	Ecclesiastes


                  	Ecclesiastes


                


                

                  	Song of Songs


                  	Song of Songs


                


                

                  	PART 4: THE PROPHETS


                  	Lamentations


                


                

                  	Isaiah


                  	Daniel


                


                

                  	Jeremiah


                  	Esther


                


                

                  	Lamentations


                  	Ezra–Nehemiah


                


                

                  	Ezekiel


                  	1–2 Chronicles


                


                

                  	Daniel


                  	 


                


                

                  	The Twelve Minor Prophets: Hosea, Joel, Amos, Obadiah, Jonah, Micah, Nahum, Habakkuk, Zephaniah, Haggai, Zechariah, Malachi


                  	 


                


              

            


          


        


        Although much more could be said on this topic, a few simple observations will lead us to some unexpected insights.6 Our English Bibles divide the Old Testament into four sections: Pentateuch, Historical Books, Poetic Books, and Prophets. In contrast, the Hebrew Old Testament is divided into three sections: Law, Prophets, and Writings.


        As we scan table I.1 for the books in italics—the books that unfold the Old Testament story of redemption beyond the Pentateuch—we discover a major difference in order. While our English Bibles most often group these books together, as Historical Books, the earliest attested Hebrew order places half of them at the beginning of the Prophets section, half of them at the end of the Writings section, and one of them in between. Since most Christian readers will be familiar with the order found in the English Bible, it may at first seem logical to follow this order as we unfold the Old Testament story. To challenge this assumption, let’s turn to the New Testament.


        The order of Old Testament books according to the New Testament. At the end of Luke’s Gospel, the risen Jesus reveals himself to a group of his followers and teaches them from the Old Testament:


        

          Then he said to them, “These are my words that I spoke to you while I was still with you, that everything written about me in the Law of Moses and the Prophets and the Psalms must be fulfilled.” Then he opened their minds to understand the Scriptures, and said to them, “Thus it is written, that the Christ should suffer and on the third day rise from the dead, and that repentance for the forgiveness of sins should be proclaimed in his name to all nations, beginning from Jerusalem.” (Lk 24:44-47, emphasis added)


        


        In this scene, Jesus focuses on the heart of the gospel (Lk 24:46-47). Less clear for most Christians is where Jesus found these truths: “in the Law of Moses and the Prophets and the Psalms” (Lk 24:44). If we assume the English order of Old Testament books with its four sections, this verse is puzzling. But as we turn to table I.1 again, the answer is clear: Jesus thought in terms of a Hebrew Old Testament order, with three sections: “in the Law of Moses and the Prophets and the Psalms” (with the Psalms as the first main book in—and probable early title for—the third section, later called “the Writings”).7 This suggests that Jesus (and Luke) thought of an Old Testament in three sections—Law, Prophets, and Writings. In fact, as we read the entire New Testament with this question in mind, we discover many other examples, often with “the Law and the Prophets” as yet another shorthand way of referring to the entire Old Testament.8


        Next, we turn to the Gospel of Matthew. In this scene Jesus is pronouncing woes on the scribes and Pharisees because they killed, crucified, flogged, and persecuted the faithful prophets God sent to them. He continues, “so that on you may come all the righteous blood shed on earth, from the blood of righteous Abel to the blood of Zechariah the son of Barachiah, whom you murdered between the sanctuary and the altar” (Mt 23:35). This heavy passage is filled with practical teaching, and it also attests to the order of Old Testament books according to Jesus. Since Abel was the first murder victim in the Old Testament (see Gen 4) and Zechariah was the last (according to the Hebrew order; see 2 Chron 24:20-22), the implication is that Jesus worked with an Old Testament that began with Genesis and ended with Chronicles.9


        The Hebrew order of Old Testament books affects our theology. It seems clear that Jesus and the New Testament authors thought in terms of a Hebrew order of Old Testament books, but does this matter? In this case, yes, because the order of books affects the way we experience the Bible’s unfolding story of redemption.


        When Steve Jobs was getting ready to launch the iTunes Store, he had to negotiate with the record labels to be able to sell their songs individually. Previous to this, if consumers wanted one song, they needed to purchase an entire album. As word spread to the musicians about these negotiations, many were up in arms. They argued that they did write individual songs but they also took care to shape them into albums. The songs were meant to fit together and to be heard in relation to one another in the order the artists had laid out. In the end, Jobs (and Apple) won, and the artists were left feeling like something was lost.10


        Something similar is true of the Old Testament: As we unfold its redemption story in the earliest attested Hebrew order, we discover many fresh insights. While our English Bibles are ordered in terms of genre, with chronology as a second consideration, the Hebrew Old Testament is shaped with a primary emphasis on theme, with both genre and chronology as significant but occasionally secondary when such an ordering best serves the thematic flow of the story.11


        Although we’ll dig deeper in the following chapters, let’s whet our appetites for some of the insights that will spring from reading the Old Testament in this order. In chapter six we will marvel at the ingrafting of a Moabite named Ruth into the people of God—even with King David in her lineage. According to the earliest attested Hebrew order, the messianic hope in the Psalms and the rest of the Writings is to be read through the lens of its preface, the book of Ruth. As I will explain more fully, this hints at a coming Savior in the family of David (see 2 Sam 7:16) whose work will affect not just Jews but the entire world (see Gen 12:1-3).12


        We will also discover why the Hebrew Old Testament concludes out of chronological order, with Ezra–Nehemiah preceding Chronicles. As I will explain more in chapters eight and nine, this results in a forward-looking, hope-filled conclusion to the Old Testament—of an ultimate return from exile, with a king in David’s lineage reigning forever (see 2 Sam 7:16) and YHWH dwelling among his people in a manner that will be bigger and better than they had ever experienced. As the Old Testament leaves us yearning for this fullness, it will be richly achieved in part three of the Bible’s redemption story—its climax in the Lord Jesus.


      


      

      

        The Path Ahead


        Now that we have been oriented to the second act of the Bible’s redemption story, we will spend nine chapters discovering its major themes. In the chapters that follow, we will begin with the land as a settled home for the redeemed before considering the judges as those who delivered the redeemed. We’ll look at the Old Testament kings as covenant heads who led and represented the redeemed and the prophets as figures who proclaimed the word of YHWH to the redeemed. We’ll stand in horror as the story unfolds in division, decline, and exile—tragedy for the redeemed. We’ll see the theme of ingrafting as YHWH’s means of extending the redeemed and the theme of sojourning as YHWH preserving his redeemed while they are in exile. Finally, in the return and rebuilding we will notice a partly accomplished second redemption before the story ends with forward-looking hope: of an ultimate redemption that will be fully accomplished. Along the way, we will close each chapter by looking forward to Christ, concluding with discussion questions to help us further exult in him, either with a group or on our own.


      


      

      

        Looking Forward to Christ: A Two-Year Lecture


          Series on Jesus from the Old Testament


        I have been making the claim that the Old Testament story should lead us to Christ. Before I conclude this introduction, let’s look at one more example.


        We have noticed a sampling of Jesus’ claims that the Old Testament is filled with gospel treasures. As we turn to the book of Acts, we discover that Jesus was not alone in this assertion. By the end of Acts the apostle Paul was in prison after experiencing a long and fruitful ministry throughout the known world of his day. Still, he longed to go to Rome to testify about Jesus. In Acts 28 he finally got there through a prison transfer. Even in these difficult circumstances, Paul still yearned to preach Christ.


        When he arrived in Rome, the local Christians visited him with greetings, and this encouraged Paul. He wasn’t a threat, so he was allowed to stay by himself with a soldier to guard him. This allowed Paul to call together the local leaders of the Jews. They came—likely out of curiosity—and he immediately claimed that nothing he had said or done was out of step with the Old Testament. In fact, he claimed that it was because of the hope of Israel that he was wearing chains. In response, they invited him to speak; they had heard about Christianity, but now they could hear a clear explanation directly from a prominent Christian who had been trained as a Jewish rabbi.


        The scene unfolds: “When they had appointed a day for him, they came to him at his lodging in greater numbers. From morning till evening he expounded to them, testifying to the kingdom of God and trying to convince them about Jesus both from the Law of Moses and from the Prophets” (Acts 28:23). This was a sermon that lasted from morning until evening. But those in attendance didn’t complain because what they heard was compelling and they wanted to consider it carefully. Did you notice the topic of Paul’s sermon? He testifies to the kingdom of God and seeks to convince the people about Jesus. And did you notice the text he preaches from? The Law of Moses and the Prophets. Now that we have learned the structure of the Old Testament in its Hebrew order, we know what this means. There is so much about the kingdom of God and Jesus on every page of the Old Testament that Paul could fill an entire day of preaching.13


        But there is more. At the end of the scene, we read that Paul “lived there two whole years at his own expense, and welcomed all who came to him, proclaiming the kingdom of God and teaching about the Lord Jesus Christ with all boldness and without hindrance” (Acts 28:30-31, emphasis added). These are the last two verses of Acts, and the very last word of the book (in the original Greek) translates into English as “without hindrance.” Paul was in prison, Christians were being persecuted, but the word of God went forth boldly and without hindrance—and it continues to do so today. Notice also that the theme of Paul’s preaching has not changed—he proclaims the kingdom of God and teaches about the Lord Jesus Christ. From earlier in this scene we know that his habit was to teach these things from the Law of Moses and the Prophets. But this time, how long did Paul’s teaching last? Two whole years.


        There is a richness in the Old Testament, and we miss it when we complain about our encounter with a boring record of land allotment, an even more boring nine-chapter genealogy, a disturbing scene of holy war, or a repulsive story of a Levite and his concubine. I am not suggesting that we should enjoy the gruesome details. I am suggesting that according to Jesus and Paul and all the New Testament authors, we should be pointed to Christ from every part of the Old Testament. If we wake up in the morning and read the Old Testament and we don’t walk away with gospel nourishment, we are not reading the Old Testament like Jesus or Paul. If we hear a sermon (or preach a sermon) from the Old Testament that doesn’t have the good news of Jesus as its climax, we are not hearing (or preaching) the Old Testament the way it was meant to be heard (or proclaimed). We are meant to be pointed to Christ.


        When we encounter the Old Testament and are not pointed to Christ, the problem is not with the Old Testament. The problem is with us. Sometimes my doctor sits me down with my legs hanging from the side of his examination table. He pulls out a (rubber) reflex hammer and lightly taps my knee. Whether I want to or not, I kick. In the chapters that follow, we will seek to grow our knee-jerk reaction to be pointed to Jesus and the gospel from every page of the Old Testament. But before we dive in, let’s dig into some questions that will help us digest what we have learned so far.


      


      

      

        Discussion Questions


        

          	

            1. Why did a miraculous healing in John 5 turn into a debate about the Old Testament?


          


          	

            2. As you read about some of the challenges in applying the unfolding Old Testament story to life in the twenty-first century, which ones resonated most with you? Can you think of others that are also a challenge?


          


          	

            3. How do Deuteronomy 28; 30:1-10 act as a lens for reading the unfolding Old Testament story beyond the Pentateuch?


          


          	

            4. Survey your group: Have you ever heard that the order of books in most English translations of the Old Testament differs from the earliest attested Hebrew order?


          


          	

            5. Which New Testament passages support reading the Old Testament in its Hebrew order—with three sections and with Chronicles last?


          


          	

            6. In this chapter, it was argued that the order in which we read the Old Testament books affects our theology. Were any of the initial examples compelling, or are you still unsure about this claim? Share some specific examples to support your answer.


          


          	

            7. In this chapter, we looked at John 5:39; Luke 24:44-47; and Acts 28:17-31 as New Testament evidence that we are meant to read the Old Testament and be pointed to Christ. Did the chapter draw anything out from these passages you had not noticed before? Share with your group.


          


        


      


      



  




OEBPS/nav.xhtml






Sommaire



		Cover



		Title Page



		Dedication



		Contents



		Preface



		Introduction:  Getting Oriented to an Out-Of-Order Redemption Story 



		1 Land: Settling the Redeemed 



		2 Judges: Delivering the Redeemed 



		3 Kings: Leading and Representing the Redeemed 



		4 Prophets: Proclaiming YHWH’s Word to the Redeemed 



		5 Division, Decline, and Exile: Tragedy for the Redeemed 



		6 Ingrafting: Extending the Redeemed 



		7 Sojourn: Preserving the Redeemed 



		8 Return and Rebuilding: A Second Redemption (Partly) Accomplished 



		9 Hope: The Ultimate Redemption Fully Accomplished 



		Conclusion: Take Up and Read! 



		Acknowledgments



		Notes



		Bibliography



		Scripture Index



		Praise for Unfolding Redemption



		About the Author



		Also by Ian J. Vaillancourt



		Like this book?



		Copyright





Pagination de l’édition papier



		I



		II



		IX



		X



		1



		2



		3



		4



		5



		6



		7



		8



		9



		10



		11



		12



		13



		14



		15



		16



		17



		19



		20



		21



		22



		23



		24



		25



		26



		27



		28



		29



		30



		31



		32



		33



		34



		35



		36



		37



		38



		39



		40



		41



		42



		43



		44



		45



		46



		47



		48



		49



		50



		51



		52



		53



		54



		55



		56



		57



		58



		59



		60



		61



		62



		63



		64



		65



		66



		67



		68



		69



		70



		71



		72



		73



		74



		75



		76



		77



		78



		79



		80



		81



		82



		83



		84



		85



		86



		87



		88



		89



		90



		91



		92



		93



		94



		95



		96



		97



		98



		99



		100



		101



		102



		103



		104



		105



		106



		107



		108



		109



		110



		111



		112



		113



		114



		115



		116



		117



		118



		119



		120



		121



		122



		123



		124



		125



		126



		127



		128



		129



		130



		131



		132



		133



		134



		135



		136



		137



		138



		139



		140



		141



		142



		143



		144



		145



		146



		147



		148



		149



		150



		151



		152



		153



		154



		155



		156



		157



		158



		159



		160



		161



		162



		163



		164



		165



		167



		168



		169



		171



		172



		173



		174



		175



		176



		177



		178



		179



		180



		181



		182



Guide

		Cover

		Unfolding Redemption

		Start of content

		Contents





OEBPS/cover/cover.jpg
THE HEART
OF THE GOSPEL
IN THE STORY OF
OLD TESTAMENT

HISTORY

IAN J. VAILLANCOURT





OEBPS/cover/pagetitre.jpg
THE HEART

OF THE GOSPEL

HISTORY

IAN J. VAILLANCOURT

—9
VP
Academic

An imprint of InterVarsity Press
Downers Grove, linois





