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SYNOPSIS




Friar Simão lives in silence and penance until his death, without ever revealing his past. Only after his death does a manuscript reveal the tragic story of a forbidden love, misfortune, and guilt that led him to isolation in the convent. Machado de Assis creates a melancholy story about the weight of choices and the impossibility of forgetting.
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NOTICE




This text is a work in the public domain and reflects the norms, values and perspectives of its time. Some readers may find parts of this content offensive or disturbing, given the evolution in social norms and in our collective understanding of issues of equality, human rights and mutual respect. We ask readers to approach this material with an understanding of the historical era in which it was written, recognizing that it may contain language, ideas or descriptions that are incompatible with today's ethical and moral standards.




Names from foreign languages will be preserved in their original form, with no translation.
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Friar

Simão was a friar of the Benedictine order. When he died, he was fifty years

old in appearance, but in reality thirty-eight. The cause of his premature old

age stemmed from the one that led him to the cloister at the age of thirty and,

as far as we can tell from some fragments of his memoirs, the cause was just.




He

was a taciturn and suspicious character. He spent whole days in his cell, only

coming out when it was time for the refectory and divine offices. He didn't

enjoy any friendships in the convent, because it wasn't possible to engage in

the preliminaries that found and consolidate affections.




In

a convent, where the communion of souls should be more ready and deeper, Friar

Simão seemed to escape the general rule. One of the novices nicknamed him Bear,

which stuck, but only among the novices, of course. The professed friars felt a

certain respect and veneration for him, despite the dislike that Friar Simão's

solitary genius inspired in them.




One

day it was announced that Friar Simão had fallen seriously ill. Help was called

and all the necessary care was given to the sick man. The illness was fatal;

after five days Friar Simão expired.




During

these five days of illness, Friar Simão's cell was full of friars. Only on the

last day, when the fatal minute was approaching, did he sit up in bed, call the

abbot closer, and say to him in a choked voice and in a strange tone:




"I

die hating humanity!"




The

abbot stepped back to the wall on hearing these words, and in the tone in which

they were spoken. As for Friar Simão, he fell back on his pillow and passed

into eternity.
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