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Kept for the amusement of her Friend Deborah Norris,

afterwards the wife of Dr. George Logan, of Stenton, Pennsylvania.




UNDER the impression that the British army would very soon take possession of Philadelphia, one of its highly respectable citizens removed his family to North Wales, in the county of Montgomery, Pennsylvania, and the following lively, amusing, and natural journal was written by his daughter, then in her fifteenth year. It was addressed to her friend and schoolmate, Deborah Norris, subsequently married to Doctor George Logan, the grandson of James Logan, and has been kindly loaned by the family of the writer.

To the youth of the writer must be ascribed any inaccuracies of expression which may be discovered. It has been carefully copied from the much-faded original, and the punctuation only corrected. The Journal gives a peep at the manners of the day, and introduces us to the American army in a most characteristic manner.










To DEBORAH NORRIS.

1776-7

Though I have not the least shadow of an opportunity to send a letter if I do write, I will keep a sort of journal of the time that may expire before I see thee: the perusal of it may some time hence give pleasure in a solitary hour to thee and our S. J.

Yesterday, which was the 24th of September, two Virginia officers called at our house, and informed us that the British army had crossed the Schuylkill. Presently after, another person stopped and confirmed what they had said, and that General Washington and army were near Pottsgrove. Well, thee may be sure we were sufficiently scared; however, the road was very still till evening. About seven o'clock we heard a great noise; to the door we all went; a large number of waggons, with about three hundred of the Philadelphia militia: they begged for drink, and several pushed into the house; one of those that entered was a little tipsy, and had a mind to be saucy. I then thought it time for me to retreat; so figure me (mightily scared as not having presence of mind enough to face so many of the military) running in at one door and out another, all in a shake with fear; but after a little, seeing the officers appear gentlemanly and the soldiers civil, I called reason to my aid; my fears were in some measure dispelled, tho' my teeth rattled, and my hand shook like an aspin leaf. They did not offer to take their quarters with us; so, with many blessings and as many adieus, they marched off. I have given the most material occurrences of yesterday faithfully.

Fourth day, Sept. 25th.—This day, till 12 o'clock, the road was mighty quiet, when Hobson Jones came riding along. About that time he made a stop at our door, and said the British were at Skippac road; that we should soon see their light horse, and a party of Hessians had actually turned into our lane. My Dadda and Mamma gave it the credit it deserved, for he does not keep strictly to the truth in all respects; but the delicate, chicken-hearted Liddy and me were wretchedly scared. We could say nothing but "Oh! what shall we do? What will become of us?" These questions only augmented the terror we were in. Well, the fright went off; we seen no light horse or Hessians. O. Foulke came here in the evening, and told us that General Washington had come down as far as the Trap, and that General McDougle's brigade was stationed at Montgomery, consisting of about 16 hundred men. This he had from Dr. Edwards, Lord Stirling's aid-de-camp; so we expected to be in the midst of one army or t'other.

5th day, Sept. 26th.—We were unusually silent all the morning; no passengers came by the house, except to the Mill, and we don't place much dependance on Mill news. About 12 o'clock, cousin Jesse heard that General Howe's army had moved down towards Philadelphia. Then, my dear, our hopes and fears were engaged for you. However, my advice is, summon up all your resolution, call Fortitude to your aid, don't suffer your spirits, to sink, my dear; there's nothing like courage; 'tis what I stand in need of myself, but unfortunately have but little of it in my composition. I was standing in the kitchen about 12, when somebody came to me in a hurry, screaming, "Sally, Sally, here are the light horse." This was by far the greatest fright which I had endured; fear tack'd wings to my feet; I was at the house in a moment; at the porch I stopt, and it really was the light horse. I run immediately to the Western door, where the family were assembled anxiously waiting for the event. They rode up to the door and halted, and enquired if we had horses to sell; he was answer'd negatively. "Have not you, sir," to my father, "two black horses?" "Yes, but have no mind to dispose of them." My terror had by this time nearly subsided. The officer and men behaved perfectly civil; the first drank two glasses of wine, rode away, bidding his men follow, which, after adieus in number, they did. The officer was Lieutenant Lindsay, of Bland's regiment, Lee's troop. The men, to our great joy, were Americans, and but 4 in all! What made us imagine them British, they wore blue and red, which with us is not common. It has rained all this afternoon, and, to present appearances, will all night. In all probability the English will take possession of the city to-morrow or next day. What a change will it be! May the Almighty take you under his protection, for without his Divine aid all human assistance is vain.

May Heaven's guardian arm protect my absent friends,





"From danger guard them,

and from want defend."

















Forgive, my dear, the repetition of those lines, but they just darted into my mind.

Nothing worth relating has occurred this afternoon. Now for trifles. I have set a stocking on the needles, and intend to be mighty industrious! This evening some of our folks heard a very heavy cannon. We suppose it to be fired by the English. The report seem'd to come from Philadelphia. We hear the American army will be within five miles of us to-night. The uncertainty of our position engrosses me quite; perhaps to be in the midst of war and ruin and the clang of arms! But we must hope the best.

Here, my dear, passes an interval of several weeks, in which nothing happen'd worth the time and paper it would take to write it. The English, however, in the interim had taken possession of the city.

Oct the 19th, second day.—Now for new and uncommon scenes! As I was laying in bed and ruminating on past and present events, and thinking how happy I should be if I could see you, Liddy came running into the room, and said there was the greatest drumming, fifing, and rattling of waggons that ever she had heard. What to make of this we were at a loss. We dress'd, and down stairs in a hurry. Our wonder ceased: the British had left Germantown, and our army were marching to take possession. It was the general opinion they would evacuate the capital. Sister B. and myself and G. E. went about half a mile from home, where we could see the army pass. Thee will stare at my going, but no impropriety in my opine, or I should not have gone. We made no great stay, but return'd with excellent appetites for our breakfast. Several officers call'd to get some refreshments, but none of consequence till the afternoon. Cousin P. and myself were sitting at the door; I in a green skirt, dark short-gown, &c. Two genteel men of the military order rode up to the door: "Your servant, ladies," &c.; ask'd if they could have quarters for General Smallwood. Aunt F. thought she could accommodate them as well as most of her neighbors; said they could. One of the officers dismounted, and wrote "SMALLWOOD'S QUARTERS" over the door, which secured us from straggling soldiers. After this he mounted his steed and rode away. When we were alone, our dress and lips were put in order for conquest, and the hopes of adventures gave brightness to each before passive countenance. Thee must be told of a Dr. Gould, who, by accident, had made acquaintance with my father,—a sensible, conversible man, a Carolinian,—and had come to bid us adieu. Daddy had prevailed on him to stay a day or two with us. In the evening his Generalship came, with six attendants, which compos'd his family; a large guard of soldiers, a number of horses and baggage-waggons, the yard and house in confusion, and glitter'd with military equipments. Gould was intimate with Smallwood, and had gone into Jesse's to see him: while he was there, there was great running up and down stairs, so I had an opportunity of seeing and being seen: the former the most agreeable, to be sure. One person, in particular, attracted my notice: he appear'd cross and reserv'd; but thee shall see how agreeably disappointed I was. Dr. Gould usher'd the gentlemen into our parlour, and introduc'd them—"Gen. Smallwood, Capt. Furnival, Major Stodard, Mr. Prig, Capt. Finley, and Mr. Clagan, Col. Wood, and Col. Line." These last two did not come with the Gen'l; they are Virginians, and both indispos'd. The Gen'l and suite are Marylanders. Be assur'd I did not stay long with so many men, but secur'd a good retreat, heart-safe so far. Some sup'd with us, others at Jesse's; they retir'd about in in good order. How new is our situation! I feel in good spirits, though surrounded by an army, the house full of officers, the yard alive with soldiers,—very peaceable sort of people, tho'; they eat like other folks, talk like them, and behave themselves with elegance; so I will not be afraid of them, that I won't! Adieu. I am going to my chamber, to dream, I suppose, of bayonets and swords, sashes, guns, and epaulets.
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PREFACE.

T First Series of “ Americun Historieal and Literary Curiositics,” by John T, Watson, I
and mysclf, was commenced privately as a means of pre

erving many documents in the possession
of otir fricnds and oursclyes; but they soon increased to such importance by contributions, that it
was determined to publish them.  Five editions were demanded by the public at home and abroad,
and the work is now searce and high-priced.  The plates being worn out, o other edition of it is
likely soon, if ever, to be issucd.

This Second Serics, complete in. itself, owes its origin to the Commercial Panic, when it was
desirable to employ several artists in want of work. It has been carricd through by the assistance
and contributions of vasious friends. 1 am partieularly indebted to erdinand J. Dreer, Esq.,
Peter Vorce, lisq., Lewis J. Cist, Tisq, Irank M. Jtting, Usq., J. Wingate Thornton, Isq.,
1on. George Folsom, Tlerman and Caleh Cope, Iisqs., J. Irancis 1
> Charles J. Wister, Fisq., Winthrop Surgent, Tisq., Bushrod W. Adams, lisq. and others,
and to the Philadelphia Library for the rare Broadsides of the Revolution,and the Historical Socicty
of Pennsylvania, whoss valuable colleetions have been opened to my use i the hundsomest and

sher, Tisq., John Macalester,

most liberal manne
It may be proper to copy here a portion of the Prefice to the fifth edition of the I
explnatory of the object of the work :—

“The past has a charm for Americans, as well as for the inhabitants of count

whos

history
extends fir into the shadowy and unknown. Our carly and romantic past has the merit of being
known and traly related. livery thing which adds to these truths is sought for wih avidity by

the curious and inteligent inquirer.  We have now many autograph-collectors, who may be viewd

i the light of prescrvers of documents which would otherwise perish or be dispersed. T few,
comparatively, are their treasures revealed. It was suggosted, therefore, that some of the most

rare ¢ IMistorical and Literary Curiositics’ in the pos

sion of individuals, should be grouped for
the amuscment and instruction of the present and of future gencrations, who may well know from
printed accounts w/at things were done, but who can also thus learn 4oz they were done.”

As in the First Series, nearly all the articles in the pres
tent artists from the originals of which they purport to be fic-similes. Conside

ent collection have been taken by compe-

ble Tabor and
trouble have been expended in collecting together and adapting the varied materials here presented,

but T have been rewarded by the pleasure of the pursuit.

JOIN JAY SMITIL.

ant

# Tully to understund the work, it is necessary, in turs
nce o the Tubles of Contents, where will be found many explunations for which there was
ot space on the places.

ng over the pages, to have cons

refi
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ORIGINAL DOCUMENTS of the REVOLUTIOWN,
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WITH THE ASSISTANCE OF SEVERAL AUTOGRAPH COLLECTORS,
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and extraordinary matters relating to the recently-discovered New World, but also pictorial representations,
by means of drawings, of many scencs, it was stated that the discovery had been made by the persevering
industry of Christopher Columbus, a Genoese, contrary to the expectations of all those whom he had
consulted on the subject. As Columbus was a man of intelligence, and endowed with great genius and
spiit, the King and Queen of Castile, before his departure, directed his portrait to be painted by a skilful
artist, that they might have a memorial of him in case he should not return from his expedition. Of
this portrait T have had the good fortune to obtain a copy, since finishing the fourth book of this work,
through a friend who had received it from the artist

self; and it has been my desire, kind reader, to
share this pleasure with yous for which purpose I have caused it to be engraved, in a reduced form, on
capper, by my son, with as much care as possible, and now offer it for your inspection in this book. And, in
truth, the portrait of one possessing such excellence deserves to be scen by all good men; for he was upright
and courtcous, pure and noble-minded, and an carnest friend of peace and justice.” * ¥ ¥ ® ¥
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a cap more ormmented than that of the other, may perhaps be Columbus imselfy draws near to he lnd fn
an inlet of the sca. A troop of Indians, of whom a part manifest fear and gief, and anothe
if they wished to iy, whilst a third scems to issuc from the throat of & mountafi; and he who ix s
the sea holds out, with both hands, a fruit—perhaps & coconnut—to the more otable person who stands in
the boat, and who, in turn, presents to the India p, perhaps full of some liquor. Rocks and
moungains in the distance.  Above may be read, printed likewise with movable types, fusula 2yspana.

“The text of the leteer is continued on the third leafs and on the reverse s found another plte repre-
senting the islands S¢. Salvador, Hispaniols, Isabella, Feranda, and Coneeption. - (Plate L Vig. 3) In the
forcground is represented, pretty roughly, the caravel under sail, and upon it & man sending with & sword by
lis side, wha is probably Columbus himself, in the act of medi e Col
fur more nobly figured, in a plate of De Bry.  Tn that which we
ight an island, or a portion of an ishnd, with the inscription Saloutoris; higher up, on the sime side,
another portion of an isand, with the mame Zgpane; another ishund i dhe middle, with the name
Yiadelle, On the left side, at the upper pare, is scen a portion of an island denominated Formanda; aud
below it another portion of an island, with the words Canecptis Marie, Before dis later is found  kind
of city, with a gate, a tower, and buctlemented walls, In all the islands may be observed indicati
verdure and some vestiges of buildings. The letters representing the mmes of tho different islnds in
ehis plate bave no resemblaice to those of the text, and scem eut in wood like the picture

“The Fourth leaf is entircly occupiod with text, even on the reverse side. - But on the front of the fifih is
secn again repeated the same plae printed on the reverse of the firs leafy with the dde Oevane Glusis.
On the reverse of this leaf the text s continued, as also on the whole of the sixth su
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the frst page of the seventh.

On the reyerse of the seventh leaf we have another plate, (Ple 11T, Fig. 5) representing the huilding
of a city, (probably that of Tsabella,) difforent edifices, and certain battlemented walls with a gates o
workmen are mising, by meuns of a pulley, a large bucket, or box of materials, At the foot of the walls
bly stoncs prepared for the buildings. The sea bathes the walls of dhe
m to be armed with halberds.  Above may be

stand divers eubical blocks, proba
new city. In the distance
in the second plate, Zusula Hyspana, which tile is printed with movable type:
a high tree, which rises as it were in the middle of the plate, and which may be conjectured to be of that
specics which the French natura

“The cighth and ninth leaves contain not
the date Pridie ydus Marcii, and the subscriy

“This letter was the first authentic document which made known dirough Lurope the d
by Columbus.
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on Gristfurus Colam Oceane Glasis Prefe
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Respecting the PORTRAIT of COLUMBUS, (Plae IV.,) De Bry, in bis eclebrated hook, says, in
the preface,—

«Theodore de Bry sends health to he reader :

«In o former part of the History of America, contai

ing ot only  written account of wonderful
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Fig.1.
Columbus on the Deck of his Ship taking an observation ul" the sun_
ACuraval under Sail
The Ship of Colmmbus , the Oceun Wave.

Fig. 3
Fig k.
Fig3

Insula Hyspana ,or 81 Domingo, A Cavaval with oars
The Building of a city , or Fort Isabella

( See Contents. |
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poffet demonftrat.

Columbus and the Ege. Prima
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CONTENTS.—No. 1.

PLATE I.—Columbus and the Egg. He turns the laugh upon those who were making sport of him at
afeast. (Copied from the very spirited picture in De Bry’s Voyages.)

PLATE IL
(From the same.)

PLATE IIL Fro, r.—Columbus standing on the deck of his ship, with an astrolabe in his hand. (From
the same.)

Columbus, departing on his first voyage to the Indics, takes lcave of the King and Queen.

5. 2, 3, 4, and 5, are taken from 2 letter written by Columbus, March 9, 1493, and copied from a very
rare cdition now in the Imperial Library at Milan. This work, scarcely found in any other library, consists

of but nine pages in octavo or small quarto.)
F16. 2.—A caravel under sail, with its elevated deck. The pilot in a batcau.
Fi10. 3—The ship of Columbus, the Ocean Wave, with the islands San Salvador, Hispaniola, Tsabella,
Fernandina, and Conception. In front of this we find a city, with a gate and tower, and a wall with port-
holes. The man on deck, with a sword by his side, is supposed—euriously enough—to represent Columbus

in the act of meditation.

F1o. 4.—Insula Hyspana, or St. Domingo. A caravel with oars. A bateau, with two Spaniards; the
first supposed to represent Columbus. Some of the natives present food, and others fy from him.

Fio. 5.—The building of a city, or Fort Tsabella. The sca bathes the walls.

PLATE IV. F16. 1.—Medal of Christopher Columbus, the Genoese. (Taken from De Bry.)

Fi16. 2.—Medal of Americus Vesputius, the Florentine. ~(Likewise taken from De Bry, where it forms an
accompaniment to that of Columbus.)

Fio. 3.—Portrait, which “may be relicd on as the most genuine and accurate of Columbus.” (Taken
from a reduced copy of the larger one in De Bry, and accurately copied into  Vita de Christoforo Colombo,
scritta dal Cavaliere Luigi Bossi.” Milano, 1818.) i the possssion of the Hon. George Folrom.

Beneath the Portrait, Signatures of Columbus, taken from original letters formerly existing in Genoa, but
now in the Royal Archives at Turin, and from the Codicil of his Will in the Corsini Libraty at Rome,
discovered by accident, and diligently serutinized by the Abbé Andres.

Fio. 4—The Coat of Arms of Columbus. Inscription—To Castile and Leon Columbus gave the
New World.”

PLATE V.—Introduction of Christianity into the New World. The Whale gives effectual support to
the Missionarics. (Taken from a rare work printed in Ttaly, in the passession of Charles B. Norton, New York)

t
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Translation from page 167 of Vit di Cristoforo Colambo seritta ¢ corredata di nuove osservasioni,
di wte storico-critiche ¢ di wn® appendice di documenti rari o inediti dal Cavaliere Luigi Bassi.”

Milano, 1818,

APPENDIX No. IT.

Latter woritten by Christopher Clwnbus to Don Rafivle Sausis, Treasurer of the King of Spainy on the gt of March,
1493, Tiaken from the wery rave edition now in the Iuperial Public Library of Milun.

DESCRIFTION OF THE VOLUMIE.

“This volume, truly p of its size and the face that it dly to be found
in any ather libeary, (3 copy, however, is believed now to be in the British Museum,) does not appear o be
s catalogues of the most remarkable collections of bibliographical rarities. It is
g in Tength 1 decimdtre, 4 millimdures

ous, despite the smalln

ned in the most coj

men
composed of only
and in breadeh 1 decimbere only.

On the face of the firse leaf appear the armorial bearings of Castile and Leon, (forming the kingdom
of Spain,) cut in wood, and above them the inscription Regun Hyspanie. On the reverse of the
und w woodeut, covering the whole page, (Plate IIL Fig. 2,) and representing a caravel under sail, near
ing a pilot, or sailor,

¢ leaves, in octavo or small quarto, not exce

me

e

seen a boat cont head, and an

which
in his hand. “The ship is well drawn, the castle on the poop being well wrought out.  Above, we
vead Oceanica Clasiss but from the form of some of the lotters it may be inferred that the charmcte

ated, with a cap, perfecty conical, on |

not cut in the wood, but doubtless printed from movable types inserted into a space prepared for them in
the upper part of the block. This 0 confiomed by the observation that the leteers projece beyond
the lin of the woodeut, and me place the line surrounding it is broken.
On the face of the second leaf appears the inseription, printed in the same types as those of the preceding
h we find, printed in types somewhat smaller, which continue through the
Cristoferi Clom &cc., us s given in full in the reprint of the leteer.
t

view.

2 the

cut, De insulis inventis.  Afeer whi

entire volume, the other title, Epista
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Prima Columbiin Indiamnauigatio. Anno 1492. VIII. ™*
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Ovvysvs nauibus 4 Ferdinando Rege impetratiscum Bartholomeo
Fatreé Palosvrbein Gomeram Infilam nauigat.lfiic aguaes caterés ne-
':eﬁ'my: fumtis , Occidentem folom flquutus , iter inftituit : quum porro
IS emenfa dierwm aliquot nauigatione s nondun terra wlla inconfpectu effet,
militesin Columbim fremereincipiunt: ille matigatss femel atg,iteriom eo-
rumanimis €5 fias rationes pro viriliconfirmans Spemg, ibicffe, Deo bene mvante, bre-
uiterramnouam inconfpectu fore.nauigationem profeguitur.Sed gusm aliguot diespre-
tercanauigaffent s nec vllatelus occurreret fremitum redintegrant , ¢3 minitantur fpil-
lum mmare precipitem daturos, [ipertinactus ltratendere vellet : itag, pofiridic vela
demittiaubet. At credibile est, Columbum,quum hec preciperet, haud proculserra
abfuiffesidg, ex caliconfpectu deprebendiffe.anra,es nubeculis que
ctrca Orientom folem inhoriz.onteapparerens.

(& Colum-

Colubs departs for Ajerica





