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               A sighting

            

            
               
                  As we waited to be torn apart

                  I remember thinking the bear

                  looked like an actor in a bear suit

                  who had quit his frontier theme park

                  to live in the hills, eat ear-frill fungus,

                  scratch his pelt on oaks cracked wide

                  by lightning and in time forget

                  his name and how to walk so that

                  when he found us pegging out

                  the groundsheet with absolute

                  devotion he sensed in each of us

                  a black bear beneath the Gore-Tex,

                  balancing well on our hind legs,

                  playing at language and marriage,

                  and his respect for our commitment

                  to character was why he did not

                  open us up.

               

            

         

      

   


   
      
         
            

               I wanted to see how unhappy I could get

            

            
               
                  and it was very. I did not know

                  where I’d go to do it, somewhere not as

                  beautiful. My life was hopeless when

                  it was. I had the thinnest skin

                  since sliced. Then God in the shape

                  of a young professional paused

                  her soft commute. And she did recommend

                  a man who shut his eyes before he spoke.

               

               
                  And he never let my jokes

                  be jokes, never gave my pain

                  a prize. And in time I did step clear

                  of his unaffordable home to kneel

                  in a garden square that was open to non-residents

                  just this one day of the year. And there

                  I thought of other words for the little bitty sticks

                  of grass that were not leaves or blades.
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