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Bringing Carvings to Life

On a chilly day last January, our team sat down with award-winning

caricature carver Bob Hershey for a daylong photo shoot at the office.

(Readers may remember the resulting project, Bartholomew Beaver,

from our fall 2019 cover.) We chatted with him as he carved. When

asked what, in his mind, makes a piece truly successful, he answered

quickly: personality. And the surest way to convey personality in your

carvings? Think about them like they’re alive.

The carvings within these pages certainly don’t want for liveliness.

Let Dennis and Susan Thornton teach you to depict teenage angst on

a tiny bird of prey in their two-part Hangry Hawk project, starting

on page 31. Capture the emotions of an ardent admirer on Sara

Barraclough’s simple stylized bear, using just a few cuts (page 20). For

the fantasy-lovers among us, use shadows to add maximum detail

to a joyful dragon that looms far larger than his two-square-inch

frame might suggest (page 51). If your passion lies outside the realm

of caricature, carve a courting spoon used in 17th-century Sweden to

show off a suitor’s personal flairs (page 96). Or, if you like a challenge,

texture 15+ layers of pine to create a woodland cottage that seems to

breathe on its own (page 78).

If you, like us, crave even more techniques for adding life to carved

creations, have we got news for you—Harold Enlow’s study sticks are

available again! Let this carving legend walk you through an array of

detailed step-by-step tutorials that will up your game on everything

from individual eyes to expressive witch and wood spirit faces (more

on page 19). And as always, once done, share photos of your completed

work with us at editors@woodcarvingillustrated.com; you bring life to

what

we

do, and we love hearing from you!

Happy carving!

From the Staff

of

Woodcarving Illustrated

Visit us in our new home!

Fox Chapel Publishing will host two “housewarming”

days, during which you can tour our historic office

building in beautiful Lancaster County, PA! Join us for

woodcarving and scroll saw demos, browse thousands

of “scratch & dent” discounted books, and meet the team

that publishes

Woodcarving Illustrated

magazine (along

with your favorite woodworking book titles)!

We can’t wait to meet you!

Friday May 1 & Saturday May 2

10am – 6pm (both days)

Fox Chapel Publishing

903 Square Street

Mount Joy, PA 17552

from the

staff
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The Hangry Hawk exudes

attitude that gives a

whole new meaning to

“wild life.” Find Dennis

and Susan Thornton’s

creation on page 31.
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We’d love to hear from

you! Send your thoughts

and comments about our

magazine and woodcarving

in general to: Letters,

Woodcarving Illustrated

,

903 Square Street, Mount Joy,

PA 17552, or e-mail editors@



woodcarvingillustrated.com.

letters

to the editor

“Jack the Pumpkin” from the

fall issue (#88) was a timely

and simple project to carve. It

allowed many variations on the

eyes, nose, and mouth. In the

end, I had several pumpkins to

pass out at Halloween—and no

two were alike! I really enjoy all

the articles in

WCI

. Keep up the

good work.

Richard D. Phillips

Luttrell, Tenn

Jack and

Friends

A Wizard’s Tale

I illustrate and write for a comic book

called “A Wizard’s Tale,” produced by

Sparkle Comics. I was over the moon

when a fellow carver, Don Mertz, told

me he wanted to complete a carving

based on my wizard character! He

showed up at one of our Dayton Carvers

Guild meetings with the carving not

yet painted and asked me to add the

woodburning details. It turned out even

better than I had imagined! If you carve

or wood burn, my advice is this: join a

club where you can share your skills,

learn new ones, and collaborate with

your fellow carvers; If I hadn’t joined the

Dayton Carvers Guild, this piece would

just be the stuff of dreams.

Don Stephenson,

Dayton, Ohio

Carvings from Instagram

We love seeing carvings

from the magazine on

Instagram! Remember to tag

us @woodcarvingillustrated


for a chance to be featured in

an upcoming issue. Thanks

to everyone who shared their

versions of Bob Kozakiewicz’s

“Simple Chimney Santa”

and “Norbert the Elf” and

Sara Barraclough’s “Plucky

Penguins” from the winter

issue (#89)! Here are some

of our favorites:

“Thanks, @carverbob and


@woodcarvingillustrated,

for great instructions!”

@Heimdall_carving

“Someone got their new

@woodcarvingillustrated

magazine!” —

@douglinker

“Took a crack at


@theclevercarver’s penguin.

Give it a shot...everyone

loves them!”

@whenihaveawhittletin

“It was so much

fun! I was short

on wood, so I

had to improvise

with a pom-pom.”

@cravinchips

“My first attempt at carving

a plucky penguin. Thanks to

@woodcarvingillustrated

& @theclevercarver.”

@lantzlj
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Make a pair of menacing

caricature gators in the

flat-plane style.

Learn to stipple,

shade, and color this

burned sunflower

pattern on anything

from boxes to plaques.

Eco-friendly Colorshot

®

spray paint delivers

vivid hues and a durable finish—without

the damaging chemicals!

Look for the

Fox Hunt

Winners on

Page


94!

coming

features
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reader

gallery

Rosanna Coyne

Hampton, Mass.

Master woodcarver Rosanna Coyne

has always loved 17th-century style

furniture, especially the carved oak

chests of the Connecticut River Valley.

When she heard master joiner Peter

Follansbee was teaching a class on

the style, Rosanna jumped at the

opportunity to learn. “Peter is very

generous in sharing his knowledge

and carving patterns with students,”

she said. “The sweeps of the tools

guide his way in laying out the design.”

See Rosanna’s diverse carving portfolio

on her website, rosannacoyne.com.

Brian Melton

Knoxville, Tenn.

Brian Melton uses a variety of knives, gouges,

and a Dremel he inherited from his grandfather

to carve realistic portraits. Fittingly, he honored

his grandfather with his own 3-D portrait in

cherry. An English teacher as well as a carver,

Brian shares his work with his students and

colleagues at school. He recently created an

Instagram page to introduce his portraits and

other carving projects to a new audience.

Follow him @roughcraft.

Carsten Nilsson

Hammenhög, Sweden

One of the few professional woodcarvers in Sweden, Carsten Nilsson

specializes in basswood (limewood) frames. He is inspired by classic

Scandinavian carving, with its smooth facets and references to

nature, but he also incorporates personal twists to create his own

unique designs. See more of Carsten’s carved and painted flora and

fauna on Instagram @woodcarver.carsten.nilsson.

Share your latest work!

Send good, clear photos (professional color prints or 300dpi resolution digital images)

and 100 words describing your project to: Reader Gallery,

Woodcarving Illustrated

, 903

Square Street, Mount Joy, PA 17552, or e-mail editors@woodcarvingillustrated.com.







THE RESULT OF OVER 30 YEARS OF

EXPERIENCE AND LISTENING TO

CUSTOMER FEEDBACK

NOW AVAILABLE!

razertip.com/P80.htm

- UNIVERSAL POWER SUPPLY WORKS

WORLDWIDE AND IS COMPLETELY

UNAFFECTED BY VOLTAGE FLUCTUATIONS.

- BETTER

-THAN-EVER TIP HEAT RECOVERY

- COMPATIBLE WITH EXISTING RAZERTIP® PENS

AND ACCESSORIES

- CAN BE EASILY CONVERTED TO DOUBLE OR

TRIPLE UNIT WITH AVAILABLE EXPANSION

MODULES

P

Powered to Fire Your Imagination

Fine Pyrographic Tools & Other Cool Stuff

“Wood Duck Decoy“

by Cam Merkle

Oil on Tupelo

Photo ©2016 Cam Merkle

Razertip Industries Inc.

• PO Box 910, 301- 9th Street North, Martensville, SK Canada S0K 2T0

• Phone 306-931-0889

• Toll-free (Canada/USA) 1-877-729-3787

• Email: info@razertip.com


• More information & free catalogue at razertip.com


Razaire™ 530 Dust Collector:

• Smallest, lightest, quietest, only 11”x11”x6”

and under 8lbs.

• Super portable - takes up less than one sq.

foot on your workbench!

• Easy-in, easy-out, easy-clean filters.

• Variable-speed German-made impeller fan.

• Includes fold-down 8” hood.

• Add extra filter stages, a tool hanger,4” hose

adapter, or add a lap tray

• Built-in carry handle.

• Built-in lamp holder holds a standard

swing-arm lamp

• Safety certified to CSA C/US standards

• Unconditional warranty - 5 years on fan & 10

years on cabinet & electronics

• Built to last a lifetime

• $399.00

Follow us
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news

and notes

A crowd of almost 4,000 gathered in

Wilmington, Ohio, for the final Dayton Carvers

Guild Artistry in Wood Show on October

12-13. A total of 370 entries competed for

Best of Show in two divisions, with top prizes

in the woodcarving division going to Fred

Cogelow (1st), David Boone (2nd), and Steve

Burelison (3rd).

Befitting the final

show, a lineup of

carving and scrolling

all-stars gave a

series of engaging

presentations on

the Fox Chapel

Publishing

demonstration

stage; Lori Andrews,

Wayne Barton, Tom Hindes, Bob

Hershey, and Alec LaCasse made their share

of woodchips, Judy Gale Roberts

and Jeff Vollmer shared scrolling

tips and tricks, and Michele

Parsons gave an up-close look at her leather

pyrography technique.

The special celebration and reunion

show gave exhibitors, vendors, and attendees

a chance to reflect on 38 years of friendship,

community, and excellence in wood art. For

show chairman Don Worley and the Dayton

Artistry in Wood Committee, it was a labor of

love. “The committee met for ten months each

year to plan, organize, … and explore ways to

make the next show better,” said committee

member Don Mertz. “The final show was

no exception, as the goal was to finish

with the best of the best!”

For more information, visit


daytoncarvers.com.

The Best

For Last

Friends reunite at final Dayton

Artistry in Wood Show

By Danielle Schagrin

Photos by Carl Caathoff courtesy of the

Dayton Carvers Guild

Best of Show,

Fred Cogelow

Third Best of Show,

Steve Burelison

Second Best of

Show, David

Boone
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ASK THE EXPERT:

Adding Color to Chip Carvings

tips

and techniques

Recently, I tried chip carving for the very first time. I used a wood
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